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Singing their praises

V

irginia Lawyers Weekly has sponsored awards programs recognizing top lawyers in the Old
Dominion for years.
But we know that the lawyers don’t do it all themselves. We decided to look a little more
closely at what makes a law practice successful. Lawyers will be the ﬁrst to acknowledge that
they are only as good as the team behind them.
The support staff at a law ﬁrm works largely behind the scenes; many support employees will
stay at a law ﬁrm literally for decades.
But they don’t always get the recognition they deserve.
We decided to change that. With our “Unsung Legal Heroes” awards, we seek to honor law
ﬁrm employees in a number of categories for their dedication, passion and hard work.
We reached out to the Virginia legal community for nominations and the response was
enthusiastic.
In this special section, you’ll meet the 33 members of the 2020 class of “Unsung Legal
Heroes.” The awards are given in seven categories – ﬁrm administrator, information technology,
law clerk, legal assistant, marketing, paralegal and receptionist.
Not surprisingly, when we informed the honorees that they
Paul Fletcher
were selected, many were appreciative, yet humble.
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
Please join us in congratulating the
“Unsung Legal Heroes” Class of 2020!
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UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Susie Austin

Director of Time & Billing
Kaufman & Canoles PC, Norfolk

Jill Calabria

Executive Director
Alexandria Bar Association, Alexandria

the years her knowledge of the firm’s
clients has become irreplaceable and
the firm attorneys have come to rely on
her for advice on the best approach to
billing with each client.

reevaluating all of our expenditures.
Jill’s hard work also resulted in her, and
our officers and directors’, being able
to run our association without having to
be physically present at the bar office.
As a result, once COVID struck we did
not miss a beat.

I chose the legal field: I started
working at Kaufman & Canoles as
a courier to get my foot in the door,
but my goal was to move into Time &
Billing, which I did quickly and have
been here ever since.

I most enjoy: Working with
association members, all knowledgeable
professionals and generous with
their time as I learn about the legal
profession. They enjoy a good laugh as
much as I do.

I most enjoy: Numbers and
spreadsheets! I also like working closely
with the attorneys to learn about their
individual clients and their preferences.
Nomination: Susie Austin is a valuable
member of the firm’s executive team.
Susie is a past recipient of the firm’s
prestigious Beryl R. Atkinson Award.
This K&C award is given annually to a
firm employee who has improved the
quality of the firm’s service to its clients
by consistently demonstrating effort
and care on their behalf. Susie has also
been the recipient of the Firm’s GEM
Award for “Going the Extra Mile” in
service to the Firm and its clients. Over

Professional accomplishment: I
pride myself on knowing the history
of billing for every attorney and their
clients, so I can make the attorney’s
job easier and the clients happy. I’m
also very proud of being a successful
working mom. I raised three boys and
never missed a baseball game!
You don’t know: I’m a squirrel tamer;
the squirrels in my yard are like pets to
me and allow me to hold and feed them.

Georgia Carballada
Firm Administrator
Ford Richardson PC, Richmond

Nomination: Jill Calabria has
brought our association kicking and
screaming into the 21st century from
a technology perspective, developing
and implementing systems so that
our members can now pay their dues
online, vote electronically in all of our
elections, obtain all 12 of their CLE
hours - including live hour requirements
- virtually, and so much more. Upon
being hired scarcely one and half
years ago, Jill immediately dove into
our finances, devoting hours of time
to reviewing our service contracts,
our cost and income structure, and

My first job: My first job was on
the family farm, 10 cents for every
cedar tree you cut down. I learned
early on with a determined spirit, a
can-do attitude and hard work, all the
individual little things have a cumulative
effect to reach your goals.
In my free time: Being outside is
always on the top of my list. Sports,
exercise, eating out with friends and
traveling with family are my go-to’s. I
can’t wait to fully revive these activities
in 2021!

Betsy Charlesworth
Administrative Director
The Geller Law Group, Fairfax

like an entire day talking to different
insurance representatives to figure out
what was going on. My prescription
cost was cut down to one ninth of
what it was and I was blown away by
Georgia’s commitment to going above
and beyond for those of us at the firm. I
am endlessly thankful for her.

with and makes the lives of every firm
member easier.

I chose the legal field: To be able to
work in a sector that helps clients with
interesting and challenging legal issues.

I most enjoy: I enjoy the variety of
having many tasks, which are different
from day to day. I also have a great
encouraging team I work for, which
makes my job pleasurable every day.

I chose the legal field: My job is full
of different tasks and challenges every
day. I enjoy having variety and the
amazing team I work for. I also have the
capability to work from home, which is
a great benefit while raising a family.

I most enjoy: Working with a dynamic
group of professionals with the firm
and assisting leadership in launching
a new law firm with multiple offices
throughout Virginia.

Nomination: Georgia has worked
tirelessly to keep our firm a spectacular
place to work. If not for Georgia’s
long hours at the office, even through
the pandemic, we would never be
able to have the success that our
firm celebrates. Georgia takes care
of problems before we even realize
they exist. If I have any problems or
questions, Georgia will not rest until
she helps me resolve whatever it may
be. Once, when I had issues with
expensive prescriptions and went to
Georgia for help understanding our
benefits. Georgia spent what seemed

Professional accomplishment:
My most significant professional
accomplishment is the work I’ve done at
this association. The board of directors,
committee leaders and members voiced
their wish list, and I rolled up my
sleeves and got to work.

Professional accomplishment: Being
tasked with the responsibility of leading
the build-out and design of the Virginia
Beach office, our most recent office.
My first job: My first job was with the
Smithsonian Institution and it taught
me to love and respect the wonderful
history of our country.
In my free time: I enjoy swinging a
golf club and walking on the beach.
Favorite get-away: Sunset Beach,
North Carolina
You don’t know: I’ve played well over
100 different golf courses and have
many more on my bucket list, and I’m
one heck of a billiards player.
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Professional accomplishment:
Maintaining and overseeing 1,000
clients’ invoices and payments.

Nomination: Betsy is responsible
for handling all financial matters
for the firm. She is responsible for
processing new retainers for 25-30
new clients every week and processing
approximately 750 bills each month.
Our clients routinely comment about
Betsy’s professionalism, proactiveness,
and willingness to help them
understand their invoices in a respectful
manner. We trust her implicitly and are
continually amazed by her attention
to detail and the tremendous volume
of work she manages in a seamless
manner. Betsy is a true joy to work

My first job: My first job was a loan
officer for a student loan organization. I
learned to adapt to change and watched
the company grow from 50 employees
to over 300. The change and growth
helped me grow and adapt to my
current job.
In my free time: I enjoy being with
my family and our new 11-week-old dog,
Milo. We love to hike and explore our
area.
Favorite get-away: The Outer Banks
of North Carolina.
You don’t know: Two things people
don’t know about me is that I was
adopted from Germany when I was 1
year old, and I love ABBA.

UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Kimberly Clingenpeel

Legal Administrator
City of Salem - Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office

Kathleen Deaner
Firm Administrator
Setliff Law PC, Glen Allen

post-Mays merger. When I left Troutman
in 2006 to start my own practice,
Kathleen was the first person I talked
to.

of her work are second to none.
I chose the legal field: After
graduating from college with a business
administration degree, I saw an
advertisement from a new law office for
an office manager. Over time, I began
learning more about the legal field, and
my role in the office became paralegal/
office manager. I found that I really
enjoyed working in a law office and
being involved with the criminal justice
system. That was 32 years ago.

I chose the legal field: I followed a
legal studies curriculum in college, with
the intention of going to law school.
While law school never happened for
me, I have pursued my legal career
through several different positions in
law firms for 36 years.
Professional accomplishment:
Without a doubt, it has been
instrumental being in the start-up and
building of Setliff Law.

I most enjoy: I truly enjoy the great
group of people I work with each day.
We are more than just co-workers, we
are our own little “work family.” The
camaraderie within our office makes it
a pleasure to come to work every day.
Nomination: Kim is a dedicated
office manager and processor of office
procedures. She clearly is the “office
gatekeeper,” welcoming and screening
vast numbers of the public and criminal
justice staff who daily enter the office
seeking guidance and assistance. Her
unique ability to create efficient office
procedures has resulted in an organized,
systematic office environment.
Choosing a nomination category among
firm administrator, legal secretary,
paralegal and receptionist was very
difficult because Kim truly does it all.
Her attention to detail and the precision

Professional accomplishment:
Taking my education in business
administration and turning it into a
career in the legal field.
In my free time: I enjoy hiking with
my family, gardening, baking and just
relaxing on my deck.
Favorite get-away: Holden Beach,
North Carolina
You don’t know: I saw the USA
Women’s soccer team defeat Canada
at the 2012 Olympics in London. I have
served as a volunteer with the U.S.
Naval Sea Cadet Corps in Roanoke.

Nomination: Spectacular. Tireless.
Relentless. Superb. All fall short of
describing the job Kathleen Deaner
does, and has done, for my firm for the
last 14 years. Kathleen actually started
working with me as my secretary 25
years ago at Mays & Valentine. Her
consistently excellent work prompted
me to suggest she apply for a paralegal
opening. She immediately grasped the
nature and scope of applicable tasks
and became one of the most competent,
capable and hardworking paralegals
at the firm--and at Troutman Sanders,

In my free time: When I am not
working, I love to spend time sitting on
my deck with my dogs reading a book
or cross-stitching.
Favorite get-away: Anywhere with
my children! At the beginning of the
summer each year, we spend a week in
Corolla at the Outer Banks, so I would
say that is my favorite vacation spot
right now.
You don’t know: I am an Army brat
who travelled with my family for the
first 12 years of my life to the different
military bases where my dad was
stationed, moving every couple of years.
I also am a DIY person and like to take
on projects around the house and yard
when I have time.

PROUDLY CONGRATULATES

DAWN SHARP
PARALEGAL

FOR BEING RECOGNIZED AS A 2020
VIRGINIA LAWYERS WEEKLY UNSUNG HERO

Dawn has been essential to the success of Slominski Law since the
ﬁrm opened in 2003. Her dedication to our clients, her work ethic
and commitment to excellence are greatly appreciated.
“Thank you for being on this journey with me.
I am so grateful for all you do.”
Jaleh Slominski
Attorney Jaleh K. Slominski has been helping injured workers face powerful companies and win against
them since 1991. The Slominski Law Firm is accepting referrals for all work-related injury cases.
Call (434) 384-9400 or visit www.SlominskiLaw.com
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UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Michele Kraftschik
Executive Director
DiMuroGinsberg PC, Alexandria

Nicole Larsh

Firm Administrator
Byrne Legal Group, Richmond

I chose the legal field: Actually the
job fell in my lap. I had spent 15 years
in the hospitality industry, when in
1991 I found myself recently divorced
with two small children and needing a
job that offered regular hours. A friend
referred me to DiMuroGinsberg and the
rest is history.

and loved every minute of it. The fastpaced environment of litigation work
complimented my Type-A tendencies.
I most enjoy: I work with the most
amazing group of people, and being
around them motivates me to be the
best I can be. Also, no two days ever
look the same for me, which keeps me
on my toes!

I most enjoy: Through the nearly
30 years that I have worked at DG, I
always have been learning something
new and challenging.

Professional accomplishment: I was
flattered to be asked by Sean Byrne
to assist him with launching Byrne
Legal Group last fall, so it has been an
exciting accomplishment to build a new,
successful business.

Professional accomplishment:
Learning how to manage honestly and
fairly. When I was in the hospitality
industry, I was once told that my
management style was dictatorial. I
hope I have come a long way from that.
Nomination: Michele is a wonderfully
dedicated administrator who handles
every aspect of operations and some
client relations. Clients love her. Always
available for whatever our needs are.
She is an integral part of everything
that makes DiMuroGinsberg a special
place. She is constantly giving her
time to assist with client matters,
regardless when they arise. Michele is
truly an amazing and giving person. She
positively affects all of us in the firm,
and in the legal community in so many
ways.

In my free time: I like getting outside,
which has been a savior for me during
the pandemic. I like to walk/hike, kayak
and paddle board.
Favorite get-away: Recently, I have
been trying to rediscover Europe - Spain
in 2017, Ireland in 2018 and Italy in
2019.
You don’t know: I have a very large
family, most in Minnesota. I am the
oldest of seven and I have 30 nieces
and nephews. Second, I backpacked
in Europe for six weeks when I was 19,
alone.

Starr P. Person

Assistant to the EVP & Chief Legal Officer
Norfolk Southern Corporation

Nomination: Nicole Larch is in many
ways the heart of Byrne Legal Group.
Perhaps her most remarkable trait is
the fact that she handles her incredibly
stressful job with a consistently
beaming smile. She is a superhero. She
knows and has established all of our
organizational processes and keeps us
moving in the right direction, all while
she maintains paralegal duties and
manages a heavy caseload.
I chose the legal field: I took
my first post-college job in Sydney,
Australia, as a paralegal in a law firm

for PricewaterhouseCoopers New York
back in 2003. I loved helping people
do their taxes, but I truly have always
been fascinated with the law. I chose
law because it helps me improve
my standard of thoughts, skills &
knowledge.
I most enjoy: I enjoy the diversity
of the workplace. The environment of
Hunter Law Firm is the epitome of how
America should be.

I most enjoy: The opportunity to
partner and collaborate. I value the
diverse set of perspectives as well
as the opportunity for colleagues to
challenge each other to realize the best
solutions for our organization.

Starr is a gracious and natural leader.
She conducts departmental meetings
with an impressive demeanor that is
equal parts professional and relatable.
She exhibits grace under pressure and
agilely mitigates and resolves issues
that arise on the spot, whether in

In my free time: I enjoy swinging a
golf club and walking on the beach.
Favorite get-away: Shanghai is
my favorite vacation location. The
beauty of the city and the people
have provided me and my family with
special memories, and I look forward to
returning.
You don’t know: Most people do not
know that I am an introvert but I am
also an electronic dance music fan, so I
enjoy a good Bassnectar show.
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You don’t know: I’ve traveled to five
of seven continents and have lived
on three of them. I nearly chose an
equestrian career path until an injury
changed my life plan.

Office Manager
Hunter Law Firm, Hampton

I chose the legal field: The legal
field actually chose me. As an HR
professional, I had the opportunity to
observe my now-colleagues in the law
department and really appreciated their
leadership style.

Nomination: Starr seamlessly
transitioned from the Human Resources
department to the Law Department
remotely during the pandemic and
brought with her an impressive
knowledge base that has enhanced the
Law Department’s functionality and
culture.

Favorite get-away: Anywhere I can
unplug from technology and go scuba
diving! A few favorites are Bonaire,
Egypt and Bora Bora.

Myra Santos

groups of more than 100 or in one-onone sessions.

Professional accomplishment:
Empowerment through coaching. I find
that once you plant the seed of faith in
one’s own ability to lead, employees are
able to provide so much more to their
team members, and they have a clear
way ahead for their own professional
pathway.

In my free time: I am passionate
about ocean conservation, so I love to
travel to interesting places to scuba dive
with my husband to swim with sharks
(cage-free, of course!) and observe fish
and coral species. I also enjoy time
at home or on the beach with my two
rescued greyhounds and cheeky island
mutt.

My first job: I was 14 years old
in NJ and worked for a fast food
establishment. I learned how to do math
in my head quickly since the registers
back then did not tell you how much
change to give back.
Nomination: She is my key employee,
for the Hunter Law Firm, as well as
assisting in my NFL management work,
and several title companies. Myra
handles her job with an absolute and
sincere dedication I have rarely seen
in any employee, or really anyone else.
She cares for this firm, and the people
in it, as if they were family. She is
always doing whatever it takes to make
things work. She takes care of so many
problems on a daily basis, big and small,
they are too numerous to count.
I chose the legal field: I last worked

In my free time: I enjoy spending
time with my family, especially with my
daughter Jocelyn and my granddaughter
Jenna.
Favorite get-away: Any place where
my family gets to spend time together.
You don’t know: I have a huge
collection of Barbies that include
the “Gone With the Wind” series, DC
Comics and the “Wizard of Oz.” I own
a Portuguese Water Dog named after
Amelia Earhart, and she sleeps in huge
pillow next to my bed.

UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Christopher Blenden

Tracy Grifﬁn

Director, Legal Analytics and Operations
Norfolk Southern Corporation, Norfolk

Paralegal/IT Specialist
Moran Reeves Conn, Richmond

into the legal field because it was
an Pesner
Susan
interesting and expanding area to apply
my technology background. E-discovery
and other technology applications were
still relatively new, so it appeared to be
a great opportunity.

document management
vendors,
always
Paul Melnick
Christopher
DeMers
advocating for the MRC team members
when “the system was down.”

John Altmiller

I chose the legal field: I always had
an interest in the legal field and my
dad also wanted me to be a lawyer
(something about my debating skills as
a child, I guess). Life took some turns
and things did not end up going that
way, but I still managed to find a way to
become a part of the legal field through
a degree as a paralegal.

I most enjoy: The variety of ways
to make a positive impact on work
across the legal department. From
applying analytics to help project and
control legal expenses to implementing
technology applications making life
easier for legal claim agents in the field.

Nomination: In less than one year,
Chris Blenden led the charge to build
a successful legal operations function
at Norfolk Southern. Chris facilitated
the creation of a team that has not only
innovated and transformed operations
but also enhanced departmental
efficiency. The progress in this endeavor
has allowed the Norfolk Southern
Law Department to reform litigation
practices, staff an information analytics
team, overhaul and streamline billing
practices and procedures and adopt
a technology mindset that extends
beyond the Department.
I chose the legal field: I moved

Professional accomplishment:
Establishing an internal e-discovery
program and processes. There was
a steep curve learning the legal
requirements and implementing
Leonard
Tengco
Tengc and practices to
technology
solutions
efficiently and reliably meet them. The
result was significant risk and cost
reduction for the company over time.
My first job: I spent more than
six years in the U.S. Navy learning
teamwork under pressure and how to
work with people of all types. It was a
great foundation for the rest of my life.
In my free time: Spending time with
my kids and some would say way too
much time road cycling.
Cassandra
Sheehan
Favorite
get-away:
Anywhere there’s
water.
You don’t know: My time spent in the
military, and I’m originally from Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Nomination: Tracy is our IT Specialist
at Moran Reeves & Conn; she also is a
paralegal at the firm. The challenges
of 2020 have truly highlighted her
talents and dedication. Like most
firms, MRC shifted to remote work
in mid-March. Tracy helped all 19
lawyers, 7 paralegals, and numerous
staff create work spaces outside the
office. She spent hours on the phone
with all of us, ensuring our hardware
and software was fully functional. She
served as the capable liaison between
the firm and its third-party case and

I most enjoy: By far, I most enjoy
the people I work with. I appreciate
the role I have been able to play at
Moran Reeves & Conn of managing our
eDiscovery work and our daily IT needs
and projects, while also continuing to
work as a litigation paralegal.
Professional accomplishment: My
biggest professional accomplishment
would be obtaining my certification
as a Certified eDiscovery Specialist
and becoming proficient in the area of
eDiscovery.
Favorite get-away: Anywhere with
warm salt water, sand and sun.
You don’t know: Many people do not
know that I prefer country life over city
life and I am an advocate for suicide
prevention and awareness.
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Jason Hodges

Chief Information Officer
Virginia Indigent Defense Commission, Richmond

Debbie Johnson
Technology Systems Manager
Gentry Locke, Roanoke

days of WWII seem most appropriate
for Jason and his IT team of five: “Never
was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

do some freelancing work with them for
several different technology projects.
I most enjoy: Every day is different.
At my firm, I am a jack of all trades. It’s
the busiest place I could ever imagine
and when a project is done well, it feels
very rewarding.

I chose the legal field: My parents
told me I should be a lawyer during
my teenage years, but IT was my true
calling. One day in January 2017, a
nothing-better-to-do search of the job
boards revealed the posting for my
position. It spoke to me, and my inner
lawyer, and the rest is history.

Professional accomplishment: My
biggest accomplishment is earning
my firm’s trust to lead our technology
initiatives to be used as a tool for the
firm’s continued success.

I most enjoy: I love my job. It is the
perfect balance of strategy, project
management and hands-on experience.

Nomination: The Virginia Indigent
Defense Commission was preparing for
the pandemic as early as late January
2020. Our leader, Dave Johnson, was
able to convey the need for us to get
prepared and start thinking about
remote working capabilities. The person
most responsible for carrying out
these plans for our 26 public defender
offices was Jason Hodges. Laptops were
obtained. Software updates were made
to allow remote access. Confidential
client databases were properly secured.
The words of Winston Churchill
commenting on the RAF in the early

Professional accomplishment: Early
in 2020, IT kicked into overdrive and
delivered a timely shift to remote
working after having no prior remote
access capabilities. Leading my team
to success in this herculean effort is my
biggest professional accomplishment.
My first job: IT support for the
family business in the early 1990s.
Working with my father taught me the
importance of service leadership, strong
work ethic and creative thinking.
In my free time: Golfing,
woodworking, tool collecting, home
improvement, classic cars, auto
mechanics and playing with my three
children.
Favorite get-away: Colonial
Williamsburg in January.

Rebekah Green

Law Clerk
Pesner Altmiller Melnick & DeMers, Tysons Corner

Nomination: Debbie has been with
the firm 14 years as our Technology
Systems Manager. She has developed a
cohesive technology team that works
extremely well together. When the
pandemic hit this year, under Debbie’s
leadership, our IT department enabled
Gentry Locke to continue all firm
operations and client service during and
after switching to a virtual workplace.
I chose the legal field: When working
as a software trainer while earning my
master’s degree, my favorite students,
who were from a law firm, asked me to

I chose the legal field: The first
attorney with whom I worked exposed

You don’t know: I lived in Wyoming
for four years as a kid. I was on a swim
team for a summer in middle school,
but never attended any of the meets
because they all fell on days when I had
ballet.
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You don’t know: I hold multiple
degrees, including physics, English,
information technology and secondary
education. My first love is writing and
I’ve written six books so far.

accident. I started out as a temp with
K&C as the receptionist in 2003. It was
my first law firm. I stayed because of
my co-workers.
I most enjoy: The best part of my
job is helping someone who is going
through a rough time in their life and
being able to provide them a little bit
of peace. I like being able to assist in
getting their paperwork airtight so they
can breathe a little easier. Helping those
who need it most and knowing that I’m
making a difference in their lives, that is
the absolute best part of my job.

My first job: My first job in the legal
field was for a solo practitioner who
worked in family and criminal law.
One of my biggest take-aways was to
develop your relationships with the
court clerks and any other departments
you may have to work with regularly.

Favorite get-away: My husband and
I recently took a trip to Poland (preCOVID). We absolutely fell in love with
the history, people, architecture and
food.

Favorite get-away: England,
specifically the small towns’ centers,
filled with tea shops, bakeries and
colorful gardens. England will always
be my ideal vacation!

Legal Assistant
Kaufman & Canoles PC, Newport News

I most enjoy: I like that no two days
are ever the same and that I learn
something new almost every day.

In my free time: I enjoy spending time
with family and traveling.

In my free time: I love writing,
reading and cooking. All of these are
stress relievers for me.

Sheila Allen

me to so much. I enjoyed the research
and investigations she had me do. Now,
I particularly like helping others in their
time of need and solving problems.

Nomination: Bekka works full-time
during the day in a demanding job at
our firm and she is now a 3L in the
evening program at Catholic University.
She started working with us last year,
and in a relatively short time, she has
become a crucial part of our team. She
deals with clients so effectively that
they often call her first; she is part of
the glue that makes our firm the very
wonderful workplace that it is.

My first job: At age 15, I worked
full-time one summer at a daycare
center with 3-year-olds. I learned two
things: all 3-year-olds have to go to the
bathroom at exactly the same time, and
you cannot just quit when you’re tired
or fed up because people are depending
on you.

Nomination: Sheila is wholly
dedicated to the many clients she
serves, and she goes above and beyond
the call of duty, serving even those who
are not her clients. Sheila develops
relationships with the firm’s clients.
Clients consistently call her directly
and rely on her. Many of the clients
come back and thank Sheila for her
accomplished grasp of the issue and
helping promote the right result.
I chose the legal field: I did not
choose the legal field. It happened by

My first job: I got my first real job
as a cashier at Farm Fresh when I
was 15. Working at a grocery store,
you encounter all walks of life. It
was the perfect place to learn about
customer service. I learned how to
work efficiently under pressure while
also making sure that the customers
were happy. Later in life, I learned the
importance of that skill set.
In my free time: Spending time with
my husband and our Siberian Husky
puppy.
Favorite get-away: Las Vegas
for excitement and the beach for
relaxation.

UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Kathy Lamb Carson
Legal Assistant
Law Office of William T. Wilson, Covington

Carla Coleman

Legal Assistant for Personal Injury Team
Blankingship & Keith PC, Fairfax

I chose the legal field: I was going
to retire from the City of Covington but
wanted to find a job before I did. I have
now worked in the legal field for 10
years.

and at ’em the next day. Because she’s
so open and real, people are attracted
to her and want to be on her team. She
makes the world a less lonely place, and
I am grateful for her every day.

I most enjoy: I enjoy helping our
clients feel at home and showing them
that they matter to us.

I chose the legal field: While I was
working for a large technology firm, I
began helping general counsel with the
legal aspects of the company and this
work fascinated me. When the company
sold, I decided to find something in the
legal field.

Professional accomplishment: My
biggest professional accomplishment
has been learning my job as a legal
assistant from the ground up.
My first job: I started working for the
City of Covington part-time when I was
13 years old. I worked in every office
in the city except for the constitutional
offices. I retired in 2010.
Nomination: My secretary, Kathy, has
been with me for more than 10 years
and has been loyal throughout. She has
truly been the “chief cook and bottle
washer” in the best sense of the term
and has kept my firm going when it
otherwise might have floundered. Kathy
is not a paralegal, in the strict sense of
the word, but you would never know it.
She answers the phone, the door and
types all of my documents and other
“stuff.” She usually comes to work early
and leaves late.

In my free time: I love to spend
time with my family. My husband and
I love to camp with family and friends
on the weekends. I also like to read
and volunteer at my church and in my
community. I love to watch and support
my Virginia Cavaliers. WaHooWa!
Favorite get-away: Anywhere there is
water, sunshine and a campground.
You don’t know: I love to sing and
dance. I am a horrible singer but that
won’t stop me from belting out a tune
with the radio! I love a good adventure,
too.

I most enjoy: Working with the team
and helping the most I can!
Professional accomplishment: Being
able to take on any job given to me and
getting it done.
Nomination: Carla Coleman is
literally the glue that holds our practice
together. Our practice, like most, is
stressful. Carla’s calm competence
lowers the temperature and allows us
to get the work done while preserving
our sanity. Carla worries about our
clients and routinely develops a close
relationship with them which allows
them to trust the team with their case.
She’s authentic, hard-working, and
views the obstacle as the path. Even
if we get beat down one day, she’s up

My first job: My first job was working
on a farm. I took care of all the animals.
In my free time: I enjoy breeding,
training and riding horses. I enjoy
sitting on a mountain and looking out
into the valley below. I enjoy sitting
by the Hazel River and listening to the
water go by.
Favorite get-away: My own backyard.
You don’t know: I wanted to be a
horse when I grew up; I raised two
cheetah cubs when I lived in Africa.

Alli Heiser

Legal Assistant
Singer Davis LLC, Virginia Beach
person she is.
I chose the legal field: It began
by watching way too many “NCIS”
episodes, which lead to me majoring in
criminal justice, then following in my
parents’ passion for commercial real
estate, and lucking into a law firm that
feels like family.
Professional accomplishment: My
boss, Steve Davis, once told me that the
reason he does not need an associate
attorney working under him is because
my knowledge and work-level exceeds
that of most associates. He has been
one of the top commercial real estate
attorneys in Hampton Roads for the
past 30 years.
Nomination: Our office would not be
able to function without Alli. She is the
first person people see when they walk
through the door. She tracks deadlines
and assists in initial drafts and edits
in all of our commercial real estate
and estate planning matters. She is an
encourager, a jokester, and an absolute
pleasure to work with.
But the people who work in our office
are not the only ones who know this.
Nearly every client that comes in
contact with Alli will comment to me
on how helpful she is and what a lovely



My first job: It was not my first
job, but as a criminal justice major
I interned at the Alternate Public
Defender’s office in San Diego,
California. After seeing how slowly the
criminal justice process moves, I knew
that was not where my heart was and
found my place in the commercial real
estate world instead.
In my free time: I love my daily
adventures with my husband and 1½
year old son, bar trivia, and re-watching
“Friends” for the 100th time.
Favorite get-away: Jade Mountain
Resort, St. Lucia.
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UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Michelle Mwenye

Legal Assistant
Pesner Altmiller Melnick & DeMers, Tysons Corner

Shana Perry

Legal Secretary
Spilman Thomas and Battle PLLC, Roanoke
I chose the legal field: I wanted a
“professional” job, so I sought a position
at a small firm in downtown Roanoke.
As luck (or fate) would have it, I was
hired as a file clerk as a teenager.

been drawn to the justice field, ever
since I was little. I like to help people
and assist in solving problems.
I most enjoy: This is a hard question
as I enjoy just about everything about
my job. I enjoy working with the staff
here; the clients are a bonus.

I most enjoy: Helping people get their
lives in order, and prepare their estate
planning documents so they don’t have
to worry about what will happen to
their family when they pass.

Professional accomplishment:
I’d have to say working here, being
promoted from receptionist to assisting
the vice president and his associates, is
a pretty big accomplishment.

Professional accomplishment: I
feel like my biggest accomplishment
is starting out as a file clerk and being
“promoted” through self-learning.
I took the time and the initiative to
learn aspects of different support roles
that have led me to foundational tools
necessary to support my attorneys.

My first job: My first job was actually
when I was a pre-teen working with my
friends parents in their family-owned
international market.
Nomination: Michelle is the employee
that every law firm wants. She is hardworking, conscientious, accommodating
and always kind. She had no legal
experience prior to joining our firm as a
receptionist and she now works as the
right hand person for a litigation equity
partner and litigation associate. She
strives to create well-informed satisfied
clients and is the first to answer the
“HELP” call from any attorney or staff
person that needs another set of hands.
I chose the legal field: I’ve always

In my free time: I have five kids,
so spending time with them when not
working, is something I look forward
to. I also like to binge watch Netflix
movies/series.
Favorite get-away: The beach!
You don’t know: I’m a collector of
odds and ends that are unique looking
or “old.” (i.e., 1980s Cabbage Patch
Kids, tin boxes, Disney snow globes,
etc.) I have an obsession with time. I
always need to know what time it is. I
have clocks in every room of my home
just to be sure I can see the time.

Aimee McKinney
Chief Marketing Officer
Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig, Leesburg

Nomination: Shana has long been a
driving force in our Spilman Roanoke
office helping with transactional and
estate planning work, but earlier
this year she was thrown out of the
frying pan and straight into the fryer
when she unceremoniously became
the designated legal assistant to the
three main litigators in our office
overnight. Plus, she was still doing
the transactional and estate planning
work besides her new duties. She
has brilliantly taken up the mantle.
She is a quick learner, a consummate
professional and a team player.

I chose the legal field: I wanted to
capitalize on my diverse background
gained from working in innovative
companies in life sciences, senior living,

Favorite get-away: The Cayman
Islands.
You don’t know: I have power-walked
two marathons.
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You don’t know: I played football for
my school’s football team. Coconut is
my favorite smell, but I hate the taste
of it.

content development and marketing
and helped provide a steady stream of
clients to the firm during an incredibly
challenging time.
I chose the legal field: Prior to
joining Bean Kinney, my marketing
experience had been focused on
corporate business and public sector.

Professional accomplishment: I think
that one of my biggest professional
accomplishments happened this year, in
2020. Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig faced
an unprecedented time with the global
pandemic and all of the uncertainty
that came with it. I was responsible
for leading the marketing team and
continuing to market and conduct
business development during this time.

In my free time: I enjoy spending time
with my husband Rob and our two girls,
Jordan and Paige (when they are home
from college) and our pups. We love to
travel (when we can) and visit other
countries, especially warm and tropical
locations. I also enjoy volunteering and
working in my community, cooking,
reading both fiction and non-fiction
books and walking.

Favorite get-away: The beach, any
beach. I love the sun, sand and the
sound of the waves. It is always my
happy place.

Marketing Manager
Bean, Kinney & Korman, Arlington

I most enjoy: I love acting as a servant
leader at Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig and
working and guiding an amazing team of
young marketing professionals.

Nomination: Aimee McKinney
coordinated an internal Coronavirus
Crisis Management Plan and Response,
and the marketing team was responsible
for continuing to market and conduct
business development during this time,
and deliver an empathetic, powerful
and engaging message in an effort to
continue to ensure our firm’s success.
This strategy was executed using an
integrated marketing campaign and
carefully crafting a message that would
resonate with our external and internal
audience.

In my free time: I play league
volleyball in the RVVA. I also enjoy
spending time outdoors. Mostly
anywhere near the water.

Chris Sutton

technology (e-learning) and higher
education.

My first job: My very first job out
of college was as an environmental
engineer at a major pharmaceutical
Company, Merck & Co Inc. My
undergraduate degree was in science
and engineering.

My first job: I worked as a cashier at
the Dollar Tree.

I most enjoy: The people I work with
- both inside and outside the firm - are
the best part of my job. I immensely
enjoy the diversity and variety my
job brings - whether it’s organizing a
live in-person (or, now virtual) event,
designing print ads, social media
engagement or helping our friends in
the community, all are so rewarding.

Nomination: Chris is a force of nature.
In addition to being unflappable and
positive at all times, she is a talented
business development and marketing
professional. She has helped improve
our collateral materials. She has been
pivotal in upgrading our online content
development. She helps coordinate
the various marketing efforts of all the
lawyers.
During the pandemic, she has truly
shined. Without the typical ability to
connect with people in person, Chris
has remade our entire marketing
program on the fly. This has resulted in
a tremendous level of success in online

Professional accomplishment:
Achieving respect from my peers and
superiors for my work but also for my
work ethic and attitude.
In my free time: I enjoy shopping,
spending time with friends, hiking and
traveling.
Favorite get-away: Although I’ve
visited so many places around the
world, I might not have discovered this
just yet.
You don’t know: I have a growing
photo album of pictures of myself with
celebrities (some D list, some A list,
and many in-between). The count is at
40 right now. I’m convinced I once saw
a ghost.

UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Cassidy Lewis

Cheryl Cabaniss

Chief Marketing Officer
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers, Norfolk

Paralegal
The McNeil Law Group, Richmond

appreciate the caliber of marketing I am
able to participate in.

the legal profession to both serve the
administration of justice in Virginia and
to uphold the integrity of the profession.

I most enjoy: In marketing there is
always something to do, try or explore.
This newness keeps me engaged and
makes my job enjoyable.

I chose the legal field: I have always
been interested in criminal justice and
how the process works. It wasn’t until I
experienced first hand what it was like
to be involved in a very ugly contested
custody battle that I found I enjoyed
the “hunt” for the answers and trying to
solve the “puzzle,” so to speak.

Professional accomplishment:
One of my bigger professional
accomplishments will always be the
instances that I have the ability to teach
marketing to others.

I most enjoy: As a paralegal in a firm
that specializes in family law, I like
being able to help our clients get a fair
resolution during what is probably one
of the hardest times in their life.

My first job: McDonald’s. It was
hectic, unsanitary and I hated it. Even
through that, I cannot deny that it
taught me how to multitask in stressful
environments.

Nomination: Cassidy has shown the
ability to finish marketing projects that
greatly increase the visibility of our law
firm in the Hampton Roads area such as
promoting all the community work that
our firm does as a way of saying thank
you. Moreover, she has the rare ability
to understand the long-term marketing
goals of our firm so that the firm
accomplishes the task of branding our
firm throughout the region so all know
that Cooper Hurley is the injury firm in
Hampton Roads.
I chose the legal field: I chose
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers because I

In my free time: When not at work
I enjoy decorating my home, cooking,
and science experiments with my two
little ones.
Favorite get-away: My next vacation
spot is always my favorite. I have
always loved beaches and enjoy Mexico,
Key West, Jamaica and Bahamas. My
next trip will be to Dubai.
You don’t know: People may not
know that I love nearly every type of
documentary or docuseries made. Also,
I was almost an accountant. Accounting
was my major for two years before one
of my professors suggested that I take
a marketing course. I have not looked
back since.

C E LE B R ATI N G

CLIENTS

Nomination: Cheryl A. Cabaniss
has been a paralegal for me, a solo
practitioner at The McNeil Law Group,
for nearly six years. The firm has
become a recognizable part of the
Historic Church Hill community with
its annual open house coordinated
on the Saturday of the annual Church
Hill Irish Festival. Dozens of clients,
friends, family, and welcome strangers
have enjoyed the firm’s hospitality due
in large part to, of course, Cheryl’s’
skilled ability to again switch her hat to
become caterer and hostess. The scope
and depth of her commitment to this
firm prove this unsung hero is part of

COMMUNITY

Professional accomplishment: I
began my second career as a paralegal
in April 2015. After working for about
a week, my boss went into premature
labor and delivered a baby at 27
weeks. For the next six months, with
nothing but what I had learned through
schooling, I was able to keep everything
going until she was able to return.
In my free time: I like to spend time
with my grandchildren (and children),
and like to read.
Favorite get-away: My favorite
vacation spot is Tiffin, Ohio, where my
mom is from. We go every year for a
family reunion.
You don’t know: That I have seven
children (his, mine, and ours). That
I lived in Germany for six years as a
child.

CULTURE

Congratulations to MRC
technology support paralegal
and Unsung Legal Hero
Tracy M. Griffin.
You are a true asset to the firm!

Happy Holidays to all of our friends in the legal community

YEARS
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UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Alexander Crump

Paralegal
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP, Richmond

Liene Hawkins
Paralegal
Phillips & Peters PLLC, Norfolk

p.m.

honestly, I was a young 22-year-old just
looking for an entry-level position to
help support my family. I did not realize
that the receptionist position would
evolve into a fulfilling life-long career as
a paralegal.

I chose the legal field: My decision to
pursue a career in the legal profession
began in college when I worked parttime for Student Legal Services at the
University of Virginia.
I most enjoy: It is very rewarding to
play a key role from start to finish in the
handling of a case.

I most enjoy: I believe that it is a
privilege to serve people. Our firm is a
boutique family law firm. I am honored
and humbled to assist our clients to
move forward in some of the most
difficult times in their lives.

Professional accomplishment: A
couple of large-scale cases with highprofile clients presented me with sinkor-swim opportunities to showcase my
organizational skills.

Nomination: Alex is an invaluable
member of the Troutman team,
consistently making tough tasks look
easy and navigating tight deadlines,
without losing his steady, easy-going
manner. When anyone asks the question
“Does anyone know how to . . .?,” the
answer is almost always, “Alex does.”
And he combines his know-how with
reliability and dedication. He is a true
team member who will not leave the
office (or, these days, shut down his
computer) if there is more work to be
done. To top it all off, he is always a joy
to be around, whether it is 2 p.m. or 10

My first job: In high school, during
summers, working in the corporate
offices of Kay Jewelers in Old Town
Alexandria. I worked in the diamond
vault.
In my free time: My favorite
extracurricular activities typically
involve the outdoors. I am an occasional
avid runner (weather and seasons
permitting). I am also a cycling
enthusiast.
You don’t know: I have a crazy
collection of new and vintage Christmas
lights, of virtually every description.
Most people also don’t know that
I appeared in the 1972 National
Geographic children’s book “Dinosaurs”
as part of the initial “Books for Young
Explorers” collection.

Cheryll Reid

Paralegal
Geoff McDonald & Associates, Richmond

Nomination: Liene Hawkins is the type
of dedicated and hardworking employee
that any legal office would want to have
on their team. She is the perfect balance
of case- and client-focused. She sets
an example for all with her rigorous
work performance. When our office
went to full remote work this year, she
coordinated with her fellow staff to
have at least one person in every day to
receive the mail and keep the lights on.
Liene gives her all and is a crucial part
of our work family.
I chose the legal field: At first,

I chose the legal field: I feel that the
legal field is one of the best ways to be
able to help people in need.
I most enjoy: I appreciate any and
every moment that I am able to connect
with people.

Professional accomplishment:
I think my biggest professional
accomplishment has been the ability
to help others, and working my way
up from an entry level position to
management.

Favorite get-away: Hawaii and going
on cruises.
You don’t know: Most people do not
know that I hate speaking in public and
that I am an introvert.
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You don’t know: I love being outdoors.
Fishing is my happy place, and although
I am not at all a professional hiker, I
love a long walk in the woods.

issues and problems. She possesses
the rare quality of being fearless with
technology and most importantly, she
is never afraid to troubleshoot her own
technology hiccups to problem solve an
issue.

I most enjoy: I enjoy helping and
working with our clients and helping
them through difficult times. I also
enjoy the atmosphere that our firm has.

In my free time: In my spare time,
I am on the board of a youth football
team. It helps me to give back to the
community. I also like relaxing and
spending time with my family.

Favorite get-away: I absolutely love
to visit any place with a history. Old
houses, battlefields, old cities.

Paralegal
Leary Law, PC, Fairfax

I chose the legal field: I wanted to
help people in their time of need. I
wanted to be that person that stood up
for the rights of others.

Nomination: For the past 18 years,
Cheryll Reid has served as manager
of the firm’s workers’ compensation
department, where she has overseen
record growth. During her tenure at
the firm, Cheryll has helped guide and
assist attorneys manage more than 2,000
workers’ comp claims. She has lent her
insight, experience and service to both
our young and seasoned attorneys. She
is admired by her peers for her service,
knowledge, mentorship and dedication
to her clients and the firm. She is
genuinely concerned with the well-being
of each client and routinely exceeds the

In my free time: I enjoy spending time
with my husband, children (both regular
and furry), and family in general. I love
a great movie.

Kelsie Rohler

call of duty by providing outstanding
client service.

My first job: Working for an insurance
company. I believe this is the reason
that I decided to work for our clients
rather than against them. It hurt me to
have to tell someone that we were not
going to cover their injuries.

Professional accomplishment: The
ability to help other up and coming
paralegals reach their goals is my
biggest accomplishment. For a short
time, I was a teacher of paralegal
studies with Centura College. I still
keep in contact with most of my former
students and mentees.

Nomination: Kelsie is a motivated,
enthusiastic and energetic young
woman. At work, she demonstrates an
excellent work ethic. She has been a
welcome addition to our busy civil and
criminal litigation practice. The fastpaced, busy and multi-faceted caseload
demands organization, attention and
contribution from every member of
our firm. Kelsie joined the firm as a
legal assistant in early 2017 having no
prior legal experience. She immediately
stepped into the role, accepted
direction and guidance easily and
exhibited grace under pressure when
confronted with the most challenging

My first job: My first real job was in
a gym. I definitely learned that working
with people can be difficult no matter
where you are working and what you
are doing. But I think this really helped
me to learn better communication skills
and ways to put myself in other people’s
shoes.
In my free time: I love running, trying
out new coffee places and new foods,
spending time with my close friends and
family members, and binge-watching
dramatic TV shows.
Favorite get-away: Anywhere with a
beach!
You don’t know: I spent time studying
in both Colombia and Cuba. Both trips
are definitely in the top most amazing
times in my life. I can probably quote
75% of all three “Lord of the Rings”
movies.

UNSUNG LEGAL HEROES

Lynda Salter

Paralegal
Shupert Chaing, Virginia Beach

Dawn Sharp
Paralegal
Slominski Law, Lynchburg

team members and help them out when
they are dealing with critical deadlines
or trouble with electronics.

gravitate towards.
I chose the legal field: It was quite by
accident that I became involved in the
legal field but once I got here I never
wanted to leave.

I chose the legal field: My career in
the legal field is my second career. My
first career, from which I am retired,
was management at AT&T.

I most enjoy: I love helping people!
It makes me happy to assist people
in obtaining a good outcome to an
otherwise unfortunate and sometimes
catastrophic event.

I most enjoy: I love the busy pace,
challenges and being instrumental in
helping clients get through the legal
process.

Professional accomplishment:
Working at Slominski Law. When Jaleh
Slominski opened this business, it was
just the two of us. Through our hard
work I have watched this firm grow
from 0 clients to hundreds.

Professional accomplishment:
Earning my B.A. in Business
Administration and Master’s in
Organizational Management are my
biggest professional accomplishments.
I earned both degrees as an adult while
working as a manager.
Nomination: Lynda does so much
more than just provide excellent
paralegal support. I have heard from
many clients, praising how she was able
to calm them with assurances, timely
encouragement and funny comments,
when they were worried or stressed
about something with their case. Often
when I am in court or in appointments
she has to handle clients or attorneys
calling with time-sensitive issues to be
addressed. She is very diligent to get
these matters attended to even when
the demands come from an emotional
client or a rude attorney. She also
makes it a point to encourage other

My first job: My first job was a
telephone operator. I learned a host
of customer service skills, and the
relationship between time and money.
In my free time: I like spending time
with my dogs, Cotton and Maggie,
reading and listening to music. I
also like to visit my son, William, in
California.
Favorite get-away: Anywhere that
I get to spend time with family and
friends.
You don’t know: I love all kinds of
music. As much as I can, I listen to
music daily at work. It helps to propel
me through my day.

Nomination: When I left my previous
firm in 2003 to open my own law firm,
Dawn was the only person I wanted
on the journey with me. She does
what it takes to listen and comfort the
clients all while meticulously preparing
cases for hearings. The empathy and
compassion she shows the clients is
unmatched by anyone. They quickly
grow to trust her and confide in her.
She is the comforting ear in their time
of darkness. She patiently listens
and guides each one of them. It’s her
mixture of humility, street smarts,
relatability and empathy that clients

My first job: My first job was as a
cashier at Winn-Dixie. I learned how to
talk with people and I then learned how
to listen.
In my free time: I enjoy my family!
I have a wonderful husband and two
boys, ages 14 and 17. They are my
world. I spend every moment I can with
them.
Favorite get-away: Folly Beach,
South Carolina. Very laid back
atmosphere with great fishing.
You don’t know: I used to take
kickboxing back in my 30s and was
pretty good. I was a private detective
for about five years.

Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers
Congratulates

CASSIDY LEWIS
for receiving the
Unsung Legal Hero Award!

Cassidy has been an integral part of
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyer's growth
since she joined the firm as
Chief Marketing Officer in 2017.
Thank you for your hard work and
dedication to our firm.

757-333-3333 | cooperhurley.com
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Christine Stemen

Carolyn White

Paralegal Administrator
City Attorney’s Office, Suffolk

Receptionist
Spotts Fain PC, Richmond

fulfill my understanding of the laws and
the justice system.

many other tasks to ensure that the
office met all internal and external
deadlines regarding legal matters for the
city. Sometimes emailing with attorneys,
paralegals and others in and out of the
city while actually getting her Friday
chemotherapy administered for more
than 12 weeks, Christine never wavered
or neglected any of her work duties.

I most enjoy: The people I work for
and with. Being in a family oriented
atmosphere is always a plus since you
spend most of your day away from your
family. Then there are the people you
meet and the warm reception you are
given when you extend a welcoming
courtesy.

I most enjoy: I honestly enjoy the
unknown. My job is so diverse I never
know from one minute to the next what
I will be faced with on any given day.
The challenge drives me to complete
each assignment to the best of my
ability.

Nomination: COVID and cancer did
not stop Christine Stemen from being
an exceptional employee leading
the support staff of the Suffolk City
Attorney’s Office, as a paralegal and
the paralegal administrator in the year
of 2020. While in the midst of receiving
chemotherapy, she successfully
managed the staff and supported the
attorneys in the office doing research,
maintaining the budget, serving as a
timekeeper, editing ordinances and
resolutions, coordinating the case
management system and doing the

My first job: My very first job was
as a waitress. I learned very quickly if
I wanted to make any money I had to
provide excellent customer service.

Favorite get-away: Cape Lookout
National Seashore.

Nomination: Our receptionist, Carolyn
White, has really stepped up this
year and has come in every day since
the beginning of the pandemic even
when the rest of the office worked
from home. She did this so she could
continue to field calls, make sure mail
got where it needed to go and to ensure
there was always someone there in case
of any “in office” need.

You don’t know: I am the youngest
of seven children and my mom was my
superhero.

I chose the legal field: Initially being
interested in criminal justice I decided
to pursue paths that would allow me to

In my free time: The thing I love
most is spending time with my children
and my grandchildren. The quality
time with them makes my heart very
happy. Second place would be hunting
for seashells along the shores of Cape
Lookout and Shackelford Banks.

Professional accomplishment:
Securing a job in one of the county
circuit courts in the clerk’s office
and then advancing to the position of
courtroom clerk for the chief judge.
I was always intrigued by the actions
inside the courtrooms and at this point
I felt I had finally made it to the place I
longed to be.
My first job: My first job was not in
the legal field but in a factory instead. I
learned not to limit yourself to thinking
this is it, as I advanced to being the
payroll clerk for the factory. I learned
that if you put in the work the rewards
will come.
In my free time: I enjoy decorating,
crafting and designing odd pieces of
decor.
Favorite get-away: I love Montego
Bay, Jamaica.

Myra Santos
2020 Unsung Hero Award
Hunter Law Firm proudly congratulates Myra Santos. For 17
years, Myra has proven to be an indispensable member of
our team. Her dedication and hard work have helped our
attorneys deliver exceptional results for our clients.
You are wonderful, Myra! This recognition as an Unsung
Legal Hero is very well-deserved. We appreciate everything
you do, and we are grateful to have you on our team.

Congratulations, Myra!

Thomas L. Hunter

Larry W. Lockwood, Jr.

Sara A. Lynch

Mark A. Stallings

Andrew W. Behrns

Personal Injury • Criminal Defense • Family Law • Real Estate Law • Civil Litigation • Business Law • Wills, Trusts & Estates • Immigration
Offices in Hampton • Newport News • Williamsburg • Gloucester • Southside

757.825.0400 / hunterlawfirm.com
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Take advantage
of 24/7 digital access!
You’ll never have to wait to access
the latest legal news, opinion
digests, and legal resources.
A digital access account is included
with your print subscription to
Virginia Lawyers Weekly.

Register your email to get full, behind-the-paywall
access at valawyersweekly.com

Geoff McDonald & Associates, P.C.
proudly congratulates

Cheryll Reid
on being recognized as a 2020
Unsung Legal Hero. Thank you for your
dedication to our clients and firm!

(804) 888-8888
8720 Stony Point Parkway Suite 250 | Richmond, Virginia 23235
www.McDonaldInjuryLaw.com
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