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Introducing the

Virginia Lawyers
Hall of Fame Class of 2020

I

n this supplement, you will meet
24 special Virginia lawyers – accomplished men and women who
have improved the legal profession in
Virginia and left their individual marks
in the law of the commonwealth.
They are the Class of 2020 of
the Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame,
brought to you by Virginia Lawyers
Weekly.
During the course of each year,
Virginia Lawyers Weekly celebrates
leading lawyers who set the standard
for other lawyers in our Leaders in the
Law program. We honor promising
younger lawyers, or those within 10
years of their bar admission, with the
Up & Coming Lawyers awards.
And we salute law firm support
personnel with our Unsung Legal
Heroes program.
The Hall of Fame honors senior
lawyers – those age 60 or older.
Criteria for selection to the Hall
include career accomplishments,
contributions to the development of

the law in Virginia, contributions to
the bar and to the commonwealth
and efforts to improve the quality of
justice in Virginia.
We were very pleased with the
many nominations we received and
the excellence of the class of 2020.
We look forward to next year’s Hall of
Fame event already.
Last year we added a category for
posthumous honors for outstanding
lawyers who are no longer with us,
but whose example and fine work
lives on and deserves celebration.
The Class of 2020 was honored in
a COVID-compliant virtual ceremony broadcast over YouTube on Nov.
18.
To the members of the class, we
are so proud to share your accomplishments with the legal community
and we give you our heartiest congratulations!
Paul E. Fletcher
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
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Hon. Odessa P. Bailey (1906-1994)

W

hen she was named to
the Roanoke Juvenile &
Domestic Relations Court
in 1944, Odessa Bailey became the first
woman in Virginia history to be a judge.
She helped found the Virginia Council of
Juvenile Court Judges.
Odessa Pittard Bailey was described
as “a trailblazer for the participation of
women in the Virginia legal profession.”
A native of Roanoke, she studied for
a year at the National Business College
in that city, then took a job in the U.S.
Attorney’s office for the Western District
of Virginia in 1924.
She was admitted to the bar in 1934.
She remained with the U.S. Attorney’s
office for another 10 years.
In 1944, there was an opening on the
Roanoke Juvenile & Domestic Relations
Court, with the appointment belonging
to the Roanoke City Council.
By a 4-1 vote, Judge Bailey became
the first woman in Virginia to hold a
judicial position higher than justice of the
peace or county trial justice.

Judge Bailey served one four-year
term, but she made the most of that
term. She helped to found the Virginia
Council of Juvenile Court Judges, and
served as its president from 1947-48.
As a judge, she pushed for
enforcement of child support laws, and
she worked for reform of social services
that were provided to disadvantaged
children.
She left the bench in 1948, but she
continued to be active in social causes
for children.
Judge Bailey was president of the
Virginia Conference of Social Work in
1950 and 1951. She was a member of
several state commissions throughout
the 1950s, including panels that dealt
with sex offenses, juvenile offenders and
the physically handicapped.
She served as president of the Virginia
Federation of Women’s Clubs, or
VFWC, and as a member of the board
of the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs.

As VFWC president, she sought
attention for children’s health and
education and lobbied for money for
Virginia’s mental institutions.
From 1956 to 1958, Judge Bailey
was president of the Women’s Club
of Roanoke. She was also active in
a number of other organizations,
including the local and state branches
of the Family Service Association, the
American Cancer Society, the Virginia
Society for Crippled Children and
Adults and the Virginia League for
Planned Parenthood.
After her husband died in 1957, Judge
Bailey started and ran a travel agency in
Roanoke for 20 years.
Roanoke attorney David A. Bowers
recalled that she would sit occasionally
as a substitute judge in Roanoke-area
courts in the 1970s.
After she retired, Judge Bailey
relocated to California, where she died
in 1994.
[Sources: Encyclopedia Virgnia,
Roanoke J&DR Court].
Photo: Judge Bailey addressing
a conference in the 1950s. Credit:
Wikimedia Commons.

Jean Galloway Ball • Fairfax

J

ean Ball is a leader in elder law in
Northern Virginia and throughout
the state. When she was president
of the Virginia Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys, she helped develop the group’s
“Unprogram,” a premiere source of elder
law education.
Growing up:
I am the oldest of eight children. I
was born in Maryland but only lived
there about six weeks. My father was
an officer in the Navy, so we moved
every two to three years. We stayed
in place for four years, in Sunnyvale,
California, because my father did a
tour of duty in Vietnam.
Professional accomplishment:
I feel I contributed the development
of the Virginia Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys in its early days. I helped
to start and nurture VAELA’s annual
“Unprogram,” a premier source of
education on Elder Law in Virginia.
Personal accomplishment:
My husband and I have two wonderful
adult children who are the light of my
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life (though the grandbabies they are
producing may be competition). My
son is an assistant professor at Texas
A&M University. My daughter is an
assistant winemaker in a boutique
winery in Paso Robles, California.
My first job:
One summer when I was in high
school, I worked as a cleaning maid in
a motel.
My biggest challenge:
Work/life balance. I strive to do the
best job possible in my legal practice
and as a mother and a wife, while
trying to not lose sight of myself.
Somedays I would feel frustrated that
I was not doing a particularly good
job in any of my chosen roles.
I might have been:
Something academic, like a history
professor or maybe a librarian.
Guilty pleasure:
Good red wine and Cool Ranch
Dorito chips.

Favorite getaway:
It is hard to name one spot. I do enjoy
visiting Paso Robles; they have over 350
wineries!
My next act:
Travel, spend time with my children
and grandchildren, cook fabulous
meals and continue to practice a
little law. Since I anticipate retiring to
California eventually, I recently took
and passed the California bar.
You don’t know:
My husband and I lived overseas
for his work when our children were
young, eight months in Malawi
and three years in Malaysia on the
island of Borneo. I ran in the jungle a
couple of times a week on organized
runs sponsored by the Hash House
Harriers.
After my son was born, I took up
needlepointing, producing Christmas
stockings for my children and my
husband. I started on one for myself.
Twenty-five years later, with the
COVID lock down, I finally finished it.

valawyersweekly.com

Carlton Bennett • Virginia Beach

A

successful plaintiffs’ lawyer
in Hampton Roads, Carlton
Bennett has been helping
injured people and their families for more
than four decades. He is recognized as
an expert in nursing home litigation and
traumatic brain injury cases.
Growing up:
I was born and raised in Norfolk. My
mother had her beauty shop attached to
our home. I grew up seeing how she ran
her business and loved and respected
her customers. My father was a real
estate broker and we would go fishing
every weekend.
Early reviews:
I was a very good student and I loved to
read, especially history and geography.

Mentoring efforts:
Stewart Gill, who is now one of the best
attorneys in the area.
Professional accomplishment:
Helping the families of loved ones
who were abused in nursing homes
and obtaining justice for them.
My first job:
I was an associate in a small law firm in
Orlando, Florida. I learned important
legal writing and communication skills
from the senior partner.
I might have been:
I would have been a college history
professor.

Favorite getaway:
New York City
My next act:
Be able to work less than 40 hours a
week
You don’t know:
I have been an advisor to my college
fraternity since 1980. I was also
national president of my college
fraternity, Theta Chi.

Marni E. Byrum • Alexandria

A

n employment lawyer who works
to decrease discrimination and
increase inclusion, Marni Byrum
broke down barriers when she served as
Virginia State Bar president in 2019 to
2020: She was the first openly LGBTQ
person to hold that position.
Growing up:
I started school in a very small town
in southern Virginia and, to this day,
I consider an elementary school
administrator to be my most important
mentor. Dr. Betty Hunter-Clapp was
the first woman I knew in a professional
leadership position. She never said or
implied that my options were limited
because I was a girl; instead, she showed
me that there were no limits to what I
could achieve. We have remained in
touch over the years, and as both of
our careers evolved, and even after
her retirement, I continue to learn from
her about the importance of speaking
up for what you believe in and giving
back to the community. Without her
encouragement and influence, my
life might well have turned out very
differently.

Early reviews:
Curious about everything.
Mentoring efforts:
I have always thought it was
important to reach back in any way
you can to those who come after you.
Throughout my 41 years of practice,
I have mentored young lawyers who
are interested in handling cases in the
labor and employment area.
Professional accomplishment:
My entire career has been about
leveling the playing field to decrease
discrimination and increase fairness,
diversity and inclusion. So at this
moment in time, I could say being the
first openly LGBTQ person to serve
as president of the Virginia State
Bar. But, in fact, I think one’s legacy
is made day to day: Who have you
helped? What difference have you
made for even one person?
My first job:
My first job was making phone calls
for a telemarketing firm.

I might have been:
I cannot remember having any other
goal. I am very fortunate to have a
career I enjoy and would not change.
Guilty pleasure:
I don’t believe in guilt. I do take great
pleasure in my yard and the wildlife
that lives there.
Favorite getaway:
Costa Rica – but I can’t get there nearly
as often as I would like.
My next act:
That chapter has yet to be written.
You don’t know:
At this point, I don’t think there’s
anything anyone does not know
about me – except perhaps how
extraordinarily blessed I feel to have
had and be having this particular life. I
am enormously grateful for what I do
every day and who I get to go home
to every night.

Richard J. Colten • Fairfax

D

ick Colten has built a reputation
in 40 years of practice as one
of Virginia’s top family lawyers.
He served for 15 years on the VSB
Disciplinary Board and was on the VSB
Council for 11 years.
Growing up:
I was born in New York City and
spent most of my early childhood in
Westchester County, New York. Some
of my fondest memories derive from
my middle school years, when my family
bought and restored a lovely wooden
yacht. We all moved aboard, and set sail
for the Caribbean. Ultimately, we settled
in St. Thomas, USVI, and for several
years I lived on the boat and attended
school with locals and other ex-pats at
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School in
Charlotte Amalie.
Early reviews:
One of my favorite teachers, Sister
Thomas Mary, from Saints Peter and
Paul Catholic School, once said to
me, “Dick, no matter how hard I try
I’m never going to make you a good
Catholic. So, please, promise me that
you’ll be the best person you can be,
whatever faith you follow.” I hope
history might record that I made an
effort to live up to that promise.

Page 6B | Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame

•

2020

Mentoring efforts:
Mentoring is the most lasting gift
an experienced attorney can give to
the next generation in the practice
of law. It has long been my custom
on an informal basis to encourage,
guide, critique and, when necessary,
prod, younger attorneys who work
closely with me. Over my many years
of practice, almost without exception
the attorneys I have mentored have
become effective and successful
legal practitioners and several have
become Virginia judges.
Professional accomplishment:
The knowledge that my efforts have
helped my clients navigate often dark
and difficult times in their lives, attain
their legal goals to the extent possible,
and confidently move on to the next
chapter of their lives.
My first job:
I was a registered social worker
employed as a Probation Counselor
in the Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court of Fairfax
County for several years before
attending law school.

I might have been:
I always thought I might become an
elementary or high school teacher.
Guilty pleasure:
I’m a cable news junkie!
Favorite getaway:
Almost anywhere on or near an ocean.
My next act:
I hope to be fortunate enough in the
next round to continue doing what
I’m doing right now: Practicing law
and helping my clients achieve the
best possible outcome to their legal
encounters.
You don’t know:
I always wanted to learn to speak
Portuguese, but never could. My
spelling is “atrotious,” so I live by spell
check.

valawyersweekly.com

Joseph A. Condo • Tysons Corner

J

oe Condo, a dean of Northern
Virginia family lawyers, served
as president of the Virginia State
Bar in 2000-2001. He has shared his
leadership not only with the VSB, but also
the ABA and the Fairfax Bar Association.
Growing up:
In October 1948, three days before I
was born, my pharmacist dad opened
Condo Pharmacy, which is still in
operation in Plattsburgh, New York,
although it is no longer owned by
my family. The defining event of my
childhood was the passing of my father in
1960, when I was 12 years old. A highlyregarded pillar of our small community,
his memory and reputation have guided
me my whole life.
Early reviews:
Bright but underachieving: “Joseph
can do better.”
Mentoring efforts:
I have always made it a point to be
available to younger lawyers as an
advisor and mentor and to provide as
much guidance as I could, sharing the
lessons I have learned, often the hard
way, so they wouldn’t have to.

Professional accomplishment:
During my year as president of the
Virginia State Bar in 2000-2001, I
made the expansion and promotion
of diversity in the legal profession
one of my priorities. The seeds that
were planted that year have borne
abundant fruit, and ultimately led to
the creation of the VSB’s Diversity
Conference.
My first job:
My first “real” job was as a dock-hand
and then dockmaster at the local
marina on Lake Champlain. The
combination of challenging physical
labor and the interactions with the
variety of people who kept their boats
there or stopped for a few nights was
immensely rewarding. I learned that
hard work is not as hard if you love
what you’re doing.
My biggest challenge:
Keeping the work I love from
crowding the people I love out of my
life. I think I’ve done a pretty good job
of it, but it wasn’t easy — “the law is a
jealous mistress.”

I might have been:
Teaching, maybe writing.
Guilty pleasure:
Politics — God help me!
Favorite getaway:
Cancún, Mexico. The beautiful white
sand, the impossibly blue water, the
fabulous food, but mostly the lovely and
amazing Mexican people.
My next act:
I’m working on a book collecting my
articles and speeches. I would love the
chance to be a motivational speaker.
You don’t know:
I’m pretty much an open book, so
there’s not a lot about me that people
don’t know. One thing I can think
of is that as a young man I seriously
considered the priesthood.

S. Miles Dumville • Richmond

W

ith nearly 45 years’
experience, Miles has been a
partner and senior counsel in
Reed Smith’s commercial litigation group
since 1999 when that firm combined with
his previous firm. His experience includes
resolution of complex business and
commercial disputes.

Mentoring efforts:
For over 15 years at my firm, I have
taught subjects such as how to
take and defend depositions, trial
practice techniques, and ethics. I am
particularly proud to have been the
mentor for Alison Toepp, one of the
best litigators in our Richmond office.

Growing up:
I spent the school months at my mother’s
home in Mathews County and the
summer vacation months with my
father in Washington, DC. My mother’s
home was on the East River and was
an operating farm, whereas my father’s
home was in the Georgetown section of
Washington. I thus had the opportunity
to experience both a rural and urban
environment as I grew up.

Professional accomplishment:
The best compliment I ever received
as an attorney was from opposing
counsel in a very contentious case,
at the end of which the attorney
told one of my colleagues, “Miles
kicked our butts, but he was such a
gentleman in doing it that I came
away liking him.”

Early reviews:
Intelligent, inquisitive, outgoing and
sometimes a prankster.

My first job:
My first full-time job was serving as
a non-commissioned officer in the
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War.
I learned that regardless of your
background and station in life, the
most important qualities an individual
can have are courage, honesty, loyalty,
commitment and valuing human life.

My biggest challenge:
I was lead counsel for a client involved
in a massive piece of litigation in the
Fairfax County Circuit Court. There
were four jury trials and multiple
appeals to the Supreme Court of
Virginia that produced three separate
opinions. The longest jury trial lasted
five months, possibly the longest jury
trial ever held in Virginia. Despite
all the pressure and stress, everyone
on the team maintained their sense
of humor and camaraderie until we
finally achieved a successful outcome
for our client.
Guilty pleasure:
Going to one of my favorite Mexican
restaurants, resulting in overeating
and sometimes overconsumption of
margaritas.
You don’t know:
I bought my first car when I was a
junior in college – a 1955 Chevrolet
convertible that cost $150. It used so
much oil that I jokingly told people
that when I stopped at a service
station I told the attendant to check
the gas and fill it up with oil.

L. Steven Emmert • Virginia Beach

S

teve Emmert decided to become
an appellate specialist when that
endeavor was largely unknown
among Virginia lawyers. He shares his
analysis of the latest appellate decisions on
a well-read and well-regarded website.
Growing up:
My mother moved from Indiana to
Tidewater, where I’ve lived ever since.
One of my earliest memories is being
rescued by soldiers from Fort Story
in an amphibious vehicle in the Ash
Wednesday Storm in 1962. I had just
turned 4 and thought the entire rescue
experience was a great adventure.
Mentoring efforts:
I can’t meaningfully repay my
mentors, so I’ve decided to “repay”
others. I’ve worked with several
lawyers who wanted to develop
my kind of practice. I tell them how
to compete with me. I can do so
without fear, because there are plenty
of appeals to go around. I’ve also
entered into more formal mentoring
relationships. I insist on having two
mentees at a time, with the idea being
that those two will inevitably forge
a career-long bond that will endure
long after I’m gone.
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Professional accomplishment:
I want to improve the system of
appellate justice in Virginia. After I
hang up my legal pad, I want people
to say that the system is better than
it was, because I was here. I do that
by teaching appellate advocacy, legal
writing and the like to other lawyers;
and by proposing changes to the
system where I see a need.
My biggest challenge:
Early on, I suffered from the common
malady of professional inertia. Only
much later in life did I learn the value
of being proactive, in shaping my
career to match my dreams.

Closer to home, Shenandoah
National Park is irresistible.
My next act:
I’m actively musing about that right
now. I can still mentor and mediate
after I’m retired from the practice of
appellate law.
You don’t know:
One evening in May 1987, I went to a
symphony concert in Norfolk, where
I met and wound up marrying the
vocal soloist. It’s literally true: I got to
marry the star. She has continued to
tolerate me ever since, and gave me a
magnificent daughter in 1994.

Guilty pleasure:
I particularly enjoy sitting on my
back deck, overlooking an arm of Dix
Creek, with The Big Woof at my feet.
I have a carafe of coffee at my side in
the morning or a glass of bourbon in
the evening. I’m reading.
Favorite getaway:
I dearly love the Eastern Upper
Peninsula of Michigan, but that
understandably isn’t a place I visit
often.

valawyersweekly.com

Maryellen F. Goodlatte • Roanoke

M

aryellen Goodlatte is a leading
real estate and land use
regulation attorney in Roanoke.
As the first woman president of the
Roanoke Bar Association, she oversaw the
creation of its long-standing Barrister Book
Buddies program.
Growing up:
I grew up in Norwood, Massachusetts, a
suburb of Boston. I am a first generation
American, as both of my parents
were born in County Galway, Ireland.
My mother, 96 years old, still lives in
Norwood.
Early reviews:
Likely, studious.
Professional accomplishment:
With my real estate and land use
practice and service on the boards of
a number of non-profit organizations,
I have enjoyed being part of the
region’s economic development
community. More and more, the
Roanoke region is recognized as a
great place to work, live and play.

It is also a great place to practice
law, with an outstanding bar and
bench. I’m particularly pleased that
the Roanoke Bar Association has
continued its Barrister Book Buddies
program (with the Roanoke City
Schools), which began as a pilot
program during my tenure as RBA
President (its first woman president).
Personal accomplishment:
That would have to be family – my
husband of 46 years, Bob, who
represented the 6th Congressional
District in the U.S. House of
Representatives for 26 years, as well
as our children and grandchildren.
My first job:
During high school I worked parttime in the operations center of a
bank. I felt fortunate to land that job.
While the position was only clerical, I
learned a lot about bank operations.
That experience proved helpful when,
as a new associate attorney, I worked
closely with the personnel of a bank
which my firm represented.

I might have been:
In college, I would have said teacher,
since I was heading that way. Today,
having worked with a number of
architects and engineers over the
years, I would tend in that direction.
Guilty pleasure:
Reading. My husband helps me by
keeping my Kindle fully loaded.
Favorite getaway:
The Homestead. It has been a
favorite since moving to Virginia in
1974.
My next act:
Spend more time with my
grandchildren.
You don’t know:
I’m an unabashed and long-suffering
Boston Red Sox fan. And, I enjoy
long walks on our area greenways.

Congratulations Bill!
The Partners and all of your colleagues at Gentry Locke are so
proud of you and all you have accomplished.

Your induction into the Hall of Fame is richly deserved.
When you joined Gentry Locke in 1963, it was a small
litigation firm. Your leadership has helped Gentry Locke
become one of Virginia’s largest firms, handling business
and litigation matters for clients with interests
all over the world.

William R. Rakes, Partner

Roanoke | Lynchburg | Richmond | gentrylocke.com

Karen A. Gould • Richmond

K

aren Gould was a skilled
defender of medical professionals
who so enjoyed her service
as Virginia State Bar president that she
accepted the job of VSB executive
director the next year. She has headed the
bar since 2008.
Growing up:
Although my family hails from
Watertown, New York, I spent my
childhood in Richmond, graduating from
Douglas S. Freeman High School, where
I was editor of The Commentator, the
school’s student-run newspaper.
Early reviews:
An overachiever; someone who never
broke the rules; and, of course, tall.
Professional accomplishment:
Serving in the VSB Disciplinary
System as a volunteer, first as a
district committee volunteer, then
on the Disciplinary Board, made me
aware of how important the Rules

of Professional Conduct are to the
practice of law and to the integrity of
lawyers. I am proud to be in a position
where I can continue to espouse
those principles. Improving the legal
profession and protecting the public
by working with its hundreds of
lawyer volunteers has been the most
rewarding aspect of my legal career.
My first job:
I worked at a fast food restaurant in
Myrtle Beach during the summer
before college. I learned that the
most important part of customer
service is being nice to people.
My biggest challenge:
My biggest challenge has
undoubtedly been fulfilling all my
roles: as a dutiful child and later
caretaker of my mother; mother to
my daughter; wife to my husband;
sister to my brother and sister; and as
a lawyer.

Guilty pleasure:
Chocolate.
Favorite getaway:
Montana and Glacier National Park.
If you’ve never been there, you need
to go.
My next act:
I would like to be a professional
genealogist.
You don’t know:
My major at U.Va. was in technical
theatre design. Also, I took the
Virginia and South Carolina bar
exams back to back in 1979 and
managed to pass both of them.

P. Christopher Guedri • Richmond

C

hris Guedri focuses his practice
on catastrophic injury and
wrongful death cases stemming
from truck and bus accidents, product
liability and traumatic brain injuries. In
2016, Chris helped settled a case for $42
million.
Growing up:
I was born and raised in Richmond. My
dad was an electrical contractor and my
mom was a stay-at-home mom. I was
the second oldest of four sons. For many
years, Little League baseball dominated
the family’s free time.
Early reviews:
Polite, respectful, at times a “cut up,”
hard-working, but not the brightest
bulb in the chandelier.
Mentoring efforts:
For several years I served on the
faculty of the Virginia Trial Lawyers’
College of Advocacy for Young
Lawyers. Within the firm, I had the
good fortune of mentoring Courtney
Van Winkle, a recent “Leaders in the
Law” recipient. I often would work
with our younger lawyers on their
larger or more difficult cases.
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Professional accomplishment:
For 18 years, I served on the firm’s
executive and compensation
committees and was primarily
responsible for recruiting and hiring
Jason Konvicka, Mic McConnell,
and David Williams — tremendous
individuals with enormous talent.
Bringing these and other great
lawyers to the firm has proven critical
to the firm’s continuing success.
My first job:
To keep me and my brothers out of
trouble and out of his pocket, my
dad put us to work each summer as
electrician helpers on construction
sites. At the age of 16, I dug ditches
for underground conduit, 40 hours a
week at $1.65 an hour. I learned that
construction work was no longer on
my short list of possible careers.
My biggest challenge:
Prior to trial, on my advice, we turned
down a final offer of $500,000 for a
client who sustained a profound brain
injury. The jury returned a defense
verdict. I was DEVASTATED.
Fortunately, the Supreme Court
reversed and remanded the case for a

new trial. On retrial, we turned down
an offer of $1 million and obtained a
$5 million verdict — the largest ever
awarded in Gloucester County.
Favorite getaway:
Our condo in Deltaville where we
fish, crab and sail the Chesapeake
Bay.
My next act:
Becoming a better golfer; spoiling
my two young grandchildren who
fortunately live in Richmond; and
traveling with Cheryl, my wife of 44
years.
You don’t know:
While at the University of Virginia, I
worked as the beverage coordinator
for all University Union social events.
During my fourth year, I purchased
more Schlitz keg beer than any other
person in all of the Mid-Atlantic.

valawyersweekly.com

Hon. (ret.) Catherine C. Hammond

J

udge Hammond was a leader
at the Virginia attorney general’s
office before her election to the
bench of Henrico County Circuit Court
where she served with distinction for 16
years. She now directs the mediation firm
Juridical Solutions.
Growing up:
I lived on top of Lookout Mountain,
Tennessee until fourth grade when my
parents divorced. Then my mother
returned to her home in Staunton with
me and my two sisters. I was lucky to be
close to my uncle, Forester Taylor, who
practiced law. That’s where I first got the
idea that I could do that.
Mentoring efforts:
The new law clerks each year at the
Henrico Circuit Court were always
eager to learn. But I don’t think they
realized that the judges were learning
a lot from them. Their fresh outlook
was much needed. I have appreciated
watching many young lawyers
develop their own professional
strengths. It is especially rewarding
that someone who was my paralegal
in the 1980s is now a leader at the bar.

Professional accomplishment:
My most important professional
accomplishment is having meaningful
relationships with many other
members of the bar. At each of my
positions I have been fortunate to
make friends with other lawyers.
There were so many who helped
me to improve my skills. Just as
important, there were so many who
made me laugh and just enjoy what
we were doing.
Personal accomplishment:
Of course, my husband, Paul, and our
children, Matthew and John, are the
first things that come to mind. I know
that my children are making the world
a better place. I have been really lucky
to work with a large law firm, with the
attorney general, with the judiciary,
and now as a mediator and small
business owner. It is a rich life.

Guilty pleasure:
Celesti Gelati
Favorite getaway:
Our family always goes to Nags
Head for vacation. My first summer
there was in 1972 and my most recent
summer there was in 2020.
My next act:
I think I am already in the next act of
my life! Since retiring from the bench
in 2015 I have been able to travel
to 11 other countries and I hope to
continue traveling.
You don’t know:
There are two things people seem
surprised about. One is that I was
a studio art major in college. And
the other is that my husband is a
drummer.

My first job:
My first job was at Hardee’s when I
was 15. I learned how to work the cash
register, how to get along with other
employees, how to be on time and
how to clean.

Congratulations
Hale Ball Carlson
Baumgartner Murphy
PLC congratulates
Jean Galloway Ball
for being nominated to
the 2020 class of
Virginia Lawyers
Hall of Fame!

Oliver W. Hill Sr. (1907-2007)

C

ivil rights icon Oliver W. Hill Sr.
spent his career fighting racial
discrimination. His work included
handling a case for the NAACP that was
part of the landmark 1954 decision, Brown
v. Board of Education, ending “separate but
equal” education.
Oliver White Hill Sr. is a national civil
rights icon. Working as the lead lawyer
for the Virginia State Conference
of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, or
NAACP, Mr. Hill and his colleagues filed
more legal challenges to segregation
than any other lawyers in the South.
They were successful in combatting
segregation and stopping discrimination.
A native of Richmond who grew
up in Roanoke, Mr. Hill earned his
undergraduate and law degrees from
Howard University in 1931 and 1933,
respectively. One of his law school
classmates was Thurgood Marshall,
later the first Black U.S. Supreme Court
justice.

After serving in the U.S. Army during
World War II, Mr. Hill gained success
in suing on behalf of Black teachers
who were paid less than their white
colleagues. He became an NAACP
lawyer in Virginia.
He was one of the leading lawyers
in the case of Davis v. County School
Board of Prince Edward. The Davis case
was one of the five segregation suits
consolidated into Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas, decided
by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1954. In
that landmark decision, the high court
found segregation in public education
unconstitutional.
One of his law partners and fellow
attorneys on the Davis case was
Spottswood W. Robinson III, a fellow
Howard law graduate. (See page 16).
Mr. Hill believed in being politically
active and he sought political office. In
1948, he was the first African American
elected to the Richmond City Council
since 1894.

In 1961, Mr. Hill joined the Federal
Housing Administration in the Kennedy
administration. He returned to private
legal practice in 1966, at the firm of Hill,
Tucker & Marsh. He retired from the firm
in 1998 at the age of 91.
Mr. Hill was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom by President Bill
Clinton in 1999. Six years later, he
received the Spingarn Medal, the
NAACP’s highest honor.
He died in 2007, just a few months
after celebrating his 100th birthday.
Then-Gov. Tim Kaine said, “As a
pioneer for civil rights, an accomplished
attorney and a war veteran, Mr.
Hill’s dedication to serving the
Commonwealth and the country never
failed. And, despite all of the accolades
and honors he received, Mr. Hill always
believed his true legacy was working
to challenge the conscience of our
Commonwealth and our country.”
[Sources: Encyclopedia Virginia, VLW
Archives].
Portrait by Elaine Bankston, and
provided courtesy of The Oliver White
Hill Foundation.

Michael HuYoung • Richmond

M

ichael HuYoung helped found
the Virginia chapter of APABA
and has held leadership
positions with the Virginia Bar Association
and the Virginia State Bar. He is widely
recognized for his skill in both criminal and
family law.
Growing up:
My mother, older brother, and I
immigrated to this country as refugees
from Cuba where I was born shortly
after Fidel Castro gained power. It was
hard for us. We had no money, no family
here, and we had to fend for ourselves.
We lived in the projects of New York, the
tenements of Chicago, and the slums
of Washington, DC, but my mother
instilled in her two sons our work ethic
and the belief that if we put our minds
and effort into it, we could do anything
and achieve success in America, the land
of opportunity. I never take anything for
granted, and I know how fortunate I am
to be where I am today.
Early reviews:
Shy, quiet, respectful, well-behaved,
hard-working, studious, and always
did his homework and assignments.
Most likely to succeed in whatever I
put my mind and efforts into.
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Mentoring efforts:
Numerous law students whom I
taught at the University of Richmond
law school will call me or meet with
me after they pass the bar seeking
advice on their cases or the practice
of law in general. Also, numerous
attorneys from diverse backgrounds
have sought my counsel on how to
handle sensitive situations in their law
practice or firms.

My biggest challenge:
Balancing a successful legal career
with family life has been my
biggest challenge. As I am reaching
retirement years, I am getting better
at balancing, but I am not quite there
yet.

Professional accomplishment:
Being instrumental in the
development of the Diversity
Conference of the Virginia State
Bar. Also, I was the first state judicial
officer (substitute judge) of Asian
heritage selected back in 2000.

Guilty pleasure:
Fine wines and good bourbon.

My first job:
Associate to Richard R. Ryder, one of
the most prominent criminal defense
attorneys in Richmond. Being sent to
court at the last minute taught me to
try cases on my feet, to think fast and
react quickly to whatever confronted
me.

I might have been:
Several fields: entertainment, tennis
teaching pro, or foreign service.

Favorite getaway:
Any tropical island with white sandy
beaches and clear blue water.
My next act:
Retire and get a dog. My wife will not
let me have a dog until I retire so I
have the time to take care of it.
You don’t know:
1. I love spa treatments —
manicures, pedicures, facials and
massages.
2. I am addicted to kettle chips.

valawyersweekly.com

John B. McCammon • Richmond

A

fter years of being a successful
litigator for large Richmond
firms, John McCammon
founded The McCammon Group in 1995.
His efforts helped to change Virginia law
practice and brought mediation practice
into the mainstream.
Growing up:
I was born in Richmond, but in my early
years my family moved to Churchland
(Chesapeake) where I “grew up.” My
childhood memories are rooted in that
area — easy, fun, idyllic times. Lots of
sports, freedom, and fun. My father was
a Presbyterian minister who kept me on
the straight and narrow. Learning how
to work in college was a challenge, but
Davidson taught me to sit up straight
and get the job done. Interest in public
policy took me to the LBJ School of
Public Affairs at the University of Texas.
Game theory took me later to law school
at U.Va.
Mentoring efforts:
I graduated from Davidson a
semester early and somehow got
a job teaching psychology and
sociology to high school juniors

and seniors. That was a demanding
semester. I worked so hard to get
ready every day. But I loved it. I am
very much a teacher at heart. As a
trial lawyer for almost 20 years and
as a mediator for the last 25 years, I
have sought to share, with those who
would listen, my thoughts on how to
improve one’s game.
Professional accomplishment:
I would like to think I was a good trial
lawyer. I am proud of those years. But,
the focus of my professional life has
been in founding The McCammon
Group. I have been so fortunate to
have been joined by the most lustrous
legal professionals. We now have
80 ADR Professionals (60 of whom
are retired judges) in Virginia, DC
and Maryland. At this point, 30 or so
have retired from our ranks, so the
total number of relationships that I
have enjoyed exceeds 100. Beyond
my expectations. 30,000 cases.
Mediation and other ADR processes
have been central in our legal culture.
Again, I am so fortunate to have been
a part of this phenomenon.

My first job:
Bread truck driver. Get up at 4 a.m.
My biggest challenge:
As a trial lawyer, the asbestos wars
were grueling. Pressures beyond
comprehension. Somehow I survived.
Subsequently returning to my normal
commercial litigation practice seemed
mighty civil after those wars subsided.
I might have been:
Architect. I am a spatial relations
freak. Second place: Arborist. I love
trimming/cutting down trees.
Guilty pleasure:
Fifth Amendment is still valid, right?
Favorite getaway:
Fifth Amendment is still valid,
right? Otherwise, Turks and Caicos.
Beautiful and quiet.
My next act:
Keep cranking. Love it all.

Hon. Robert R. Merhige Jr. (1919-2005)

J

udge Robert Merhige served on
the federal bench in Richmond
for more than 30 years. His rulings
included ordering the University of Virginia
to admit women and ordering dozens of
Virginia school systems to desegregate.
U.S. District Judge Robert R. Merhige
Jr. was a New Yorker who came south for
his education.
He attended High Point College
in North Carolina, then earned his
law degree from the University of
Richmond’s T.C. Williams School of Law.
After service in the Army Air Force
during World War II, he settled in
Richmond and had a successful criminal
law practice with the firm then known
as Bremner, Merhige, Montgomery &
Baber.
In 1967, President Lyndon B. Johnson
named him to the federal bench – there
was only one judgeship in the Richmond
division of the Eastern District at the
time.
Shortly after that, Judge Merhige was
called to rule on many of the social issues
of the day.

valawyersweekly.com

He ordered the University of Virginia
to admit women.
After his 1972 decision to consolidate
public school systems in Richmond and
neighboring counties, the judge received
death threats, his dog was shot and
killed, a guest cottage on his property
was burned to the ground, and his entire
family was placed under round-the-clock
protection by U.S. Marshals.
He presided over proceedings
involving Watergate burglars and trials of
Communists and American Nazi Party
members. He oversaw litigation related
to the pesticide Kepone and the Dalkon
shield.
His rulings tended to stand up. A New
York Times study in 1988 noted he was
reversed on appeal less than 5% of the
time.
Not long before his death in 2005,
Judge Merhige told the Richmond
Times-Dispatch that he was still amazed,
disappointed and angry at the public
reaction to his rulings, adding that he
thought people would say, “We don’t like
the S.O.B., but he’s following the law.”

He took senior status in 1987, but
maintained a full caseload. Eleven years
later, he left the bench to become
senior counsel at the firm then known as
Hunton & Williams. There, he mentored
lawyers and advised clients in litigation.
Thurston R. Moore, then Hunton’s
managing partner, praised the judge’s
mentoring work, particularly with
younger associates. Moore added Judge
Merhige’s style at the firm was familiar to
those who knew him: “As a judge, he was
known for running a tight courtroom and
not putting up with any delays. He had
no qualms asking lawyers to come in on
Sunday.”
The judge had undergone open heart
surgery a few days before he passed
away at the age of 86.
[Source and photo: VLW Archives].
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Charles F. Midkiff • Richmond

W

ith 50 years of practice
under his belt, Chuck
Midkiff is known as a
leader in insurance defense and workers’
compensation practice. He also has been
a lobbyist for business and insurance
interests for more than 30 years.
Growing up:
I am one of three siblings with wonderful
parents. While we did not have much
money, what we lacked in material
possessions, my parents made up for
in love and guidance about matters of
integrity and the importance of family
and friends. When I was about six years
old, we lived on base with my enlisted
father in Guantanamo Bay. A somewhat
precocious child, I frequently would
disobey my mother, a schoolteacher,
and would leave our yard on the base
in search of greater adventures. Finally,
after yet another local resident brought
me home, my mom solved the problem
— she attached me to the clothesline so
I could no longer escape, yet still I would
get plenty of exercise running back and
forth.

Mentoring efforts:
As a member of the bar for 50 years,
I have had the distinct pleasure of
mentoring a number of lawyers.
My mentor when I first came to
Richmond was A.C. Epps, a fine
gentleman and a Renaissance man.
He taught me much about what was
necessary to become successful and
how to build a team around you that
would foster further success, the root
of which was teaching and inspiring
young lawyers
Professional accomplishment:
Founding Midkiff, Muncie & Ross
and working with members of the bar
in a collegial fashion.
My first job:
I worked my way through college and
law school selling shoes and men’s
clothing at JCPenney.
My biggest challenge:
I would have to say my biggest
challenge was leaving my partnership
with a fine, well-established Richmond
firm after 15 years to start out on my
own with a paralegal, a secretary, a

first-year law student and a great
many of the clients I had brought into
the firm and cultivated over the years.
I might have been:
An investment banker in New York
City.
Guilty pleasure:
Ice cream. Magnum Dark Chocolate
Mint, to be exact.
Favorite getaway:
The central coast of California in a
little town called Cambria.
My next act:
Ride my horse more often, get out on
the water more frequently, eat more
ice cream and spend more time with
close friends.
You don’t know:
My favorite time spent is with my
beautiful and enchanting 4-year-old
granddaughter, Charlotte, watching
her chase my dogs around the house.
On my bucket list is to walk the
streets of Venice eating . . . gelato!

Lonnie D. “Chip” Nunley III • Richmond

A

partner at Hunton Andrews
Kurth, Chip Nunley has handled
cases involving environmental
contamination, product liability and more.
He also serves on the firm-wide pro bono
leadership committee and heads his firm’s
Church Hill neighborhood pro bono office.
Growing up:
I grew up in Bristol, Virginia. When I
was in elementary school, my mom
took me to watch a murder trial. A
man had broken into a house to steal
some expensive stamps. No one was
supposed to be home. But the owner
walked in on the robber, they struggled
and the homeowner was killed. The
trial was fascinating. The defendant was
convicted. I remember my mom saying
that although he had done a terrible
thing, that he was still “some mother’s
son.” That sense of sympathy and of
seeing the human worth in everyone has
always stuck with me.
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Early reviews:
That I was not trying as hard as I
should have, that I was disruptive in
class and that my mouth was going to
get me into trouble.
Mentoring efforts:
Several years ago we had a very
complex class action case involving
the federal tobacco subsidy program.
The case covered years and years
of data, involving thousands of
farmers. We were preparing for a
summary judgment hearing, and I
had completely lost the forest for
the trees. I had two whip-smart
young associates working with me
on the case, and they asked whether
they could take a crack at creating a
PowerPoint to support our argument.
They did, and simplified our case
using creative charts and graphs
beyond what I thought was possible.
All I had to do was argue off of their
slides. We won.

Professional accomplishment:
I was absolutely blessed to work as a
young lawyer with a large number of
phenomenal lawyers (and judges),
including many at my firm, and with
equally talented co-counsel and
opposing counsel. I have managed
to cobble together a small portion of
the skills of those mentors to help my
clients, both paying and non-paying.
My professional accomplishment was
recognizing greatness and trying to
borrow something from it.
My first job:
I started cutting peoples’ yards in
elementary school for spending
money. I loved it then and still love it
today.
My biggest challenge:
“Which” or “that,” or maybe “who” or
“whom.” Seriously, it has been finding
and maintaining balance. That takes
constant gardening.

valawyersweekly.com

William R. Rakes • Roanoke

B

ill Rakes served as president of the
Virginia State Bar from 1992 to
1993 and was instrumental in the
VSB’s establishment of a committee on
legal education, now the Section on the
Education of Lawyers.

My first job:
Other than part-time jobs growing
up and working in my family’s grocery
store, my only job has been at
Gentry Locke Rakes & Moore, since
becoming a lawyer.

Early reviews:
No idea! I assume I was diligent and
cooperative.

My biggest challenge:
Leading and managing our law firm
for more than 20 years, during which
it grew from nine to more than 50
lawyers.

Mentoring efforts:
I take great pride in the many
outstanding lawyers I have
participated in hiring and training.
Among them are the current leaders
of the firm: Monica Monday, Matt
Broughton, Bill Gust, Greg Haley,
Brett Marston, David Paxton, Scott
Sexton and Bruce Stockburger, all of
whom are excellent lawyers.
Professional accomplishment:
My role in helping to build a great
law firm based on competence,
professionalism, ethics and service
to our clients, the profession and the
community.

YOUR PARTNERS AND FRIENDS AT
BREIT CANTOR GRANA BUCKNER
CONGRATULATE YOU!

I might have been:
I never considered any other field.
Guilty pleasure:
Dairy Queen vanilla soft serve cones.
Favorite getaway:
Smith Mountain Lake in Virginia and
Naples, Florida.

My next act:
I am working on a history of Gentry
Locke to be completed by the firm’s
100th anniversary in the Spring of
2023. I am also being urged by my
children and grandchildren to write a
personal memoir.
You don’t know:
I was drum major in my high school
band and commandant of Band
Corps in the Air Force ROTC at the
University of Virginia. In the summer
of 1960, after graduating from college
with a degree in political science, I
received a fellowship to analyze select
voting precincts throughout Virginia
to be used in the first voter profile
analysis to predict winners early in the
evening on election night.

Take advantage
of 24/7 digital access!
You’ll never have to wait to access
the latest legal news, opinion
digests, and legal resources.
A digital access account is included
with your print subscription to
Virginia Lawyers Weekly.

Lewis T. Stoneburner
Virginia Lawyers 2020 Hall of Fame!

Richmond / Virginia Beach
855.212.8200 / BreitCantor.com

Register your email to get full, behind-the-paywall
access at valawyersweekly.com

Hon. (ret.) Angela Edwards Roberts

I

n 1990, Judge Angela Roberts
became the first Black woman to serve
as a judge in Virginia when she was
elected to the Richmond Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court. She served for
26 years, retiring in 2016.

Early reviews:
Young, gifted and black. Very
studious and always going above
and beyond what was expected.
Highly motivated with a take-charge
personality.

Growing up:
I grew up in Caroline County. My father
was a self-employed taxi cab driver; my
mother was a stay-at-home mom until
my father died of lung cancer within two
months of his diagnosis. I was 14 and had
three younger siblings with the youngest
being 4. We attended segregated
schools until court-ordered integration in
1969 (10th grade). I remember the “CBS
Evening News” featuring Bowling Green
when the Loving v. Virginia case was
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in
1967. I remember school drills where we
covered our heads and ducking under
our desks in 1963 (3rd grade) at the
height of the Cold War. I remember the
racial unrest across the nation as shown
on the evening news before and after the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. I remember being inspired to become
a lawyer to help change the world.

Mentoring efforts:
As a judge, I mentor lawyers and
fellow judges both informally and
formally. Informally by making myself
available for advice and guidance
whenever called upon. More formally,
through various bar associations.
Professional accomplishment:
My most important professional
accomplishment has been to
champion juvenile justice reform
through expanded programming and
seeking alternatives to incarceration
to ensure that only those youth
who pose the greatest risk to the
community are detained. Initiatives
piloted by my court have become
standard practice across the
commonwealth.

My biggest challenge:
Becoming a judge. The political
process for my initial appointment
was contentious; balancing life with
a husband and a 2-year-old was
exhausting; adjusting to long hours
on the bench during the height of the
crack epidemic and high crime rates
was sobering.
I might have been:
I had decided that if I did not pass the
bar, I would become an FBI agent.
While waiting for the bar results, I
passed the physical and written tests
and almost decided to go that route
even after I passed the bar.
Guilty pleasure:
Dark chocolate .. .even though we
now know that it’s “healthy” and good
for you.
Favorite getaway:
It used to be Williamsburg before I
moved here; now it’s the Outer Banks.
You didn’t know:
I’m a seamstress. I have made over
200 masks during the pandemic.

Hon. Spottswood W. Robinson III (1916-1998)

J

udge Spottswood Robinson, a
litigator on Brown v. Board of
Education, went on the federal
bench in 1964. He moved to the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit in
1966, where he served 32 years.
Spottswood W. Robinson III, a civil
rights icon and longtime federal judge,
was a native of Richmond and the son
of a lawyer. He attended Virginia Union
University for three years and then was
accepted to Howard University’s law
school, where he graduated in 1939.
According to Oliver W. Hill Sr. (See
page 12), his law partner, his scholastic
record was the highest in the school’s
history.
Mr. Hill, Martin A. Martin and Judge
Robinson formed the firm of Hill,
Martin and Robinson in 1941. While
Mr. Hill served in the Army, Judge
Robinson taught full time at Howard and
commuted to Richmond to keep the law
firm going. He began practicing full time
in 1947.
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The Brown v. Board of Education
case, in which the Supreme Court in
1954 declared public school segregation
unconstitutional, was heard along with
four other cases, including a challenge
of Price Edward County’s inadequate
provisions for the education of black
students.
In a 1963 interview, Mr. Robinson
recalled that during the hearing of the
Virginia case in Richmond, he had to
rush to a hotel for blacks 12 blocks from
the courthouse when he wanted lunch.
A black lawyer then sometimes had
“a hard time finding any place to eat,”
he said.
Mr. Robinson also helped challenge
the NAACP Bills, a set of laws passed by
the General Assembly that attempted
to hobble the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.
A federal judge in Richmond eventually
deemed the laws unconstitutional.
In 1960, Judge Robinson returned to
Howard as a professor and then dean.
In 1964, he was nominated by President

Lyndon B. Johnson as a U.S. District
Judge in the District of Columbia. Two
years later, LBJ elevated him to the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals for the District.
He served as chief judge from 1981 to
1986; he took senior status in 1989.
In addition for his civil rights work,
Judge Robinson is known as the author
of Canterbury v. Spence, the DC Circuit
case from 1972 establishing the doctrine
of informed consent.
In 1986, Judge Robinson was awarded
an honorary doctorate of laws by New
York Law School for his efforts “to
achieve true equality under the law
for all Americans” and addressing “the
conscience of the nation.”
He also received awards from the
National Bar Association and Old
Dominion Bar Association.
He died in 1998.
[Source : VLW Archives].
Photo is a portrait of the judge. Credit:
Wikimedia Commons.
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Thomas R. Scott Jr. • Grundy

T

om Scott has tried many highprofile civil and criminal cases
throughout Southwest Virginia.
He also has been an educator, teaching
at the Appalachian School of Law. He
is a past chair of the Virginia State Bar
Disciplinary Board.
Growing up:
Born and reared in Portsmouth as an
only child. My parents were civil servants
of the Navy and Coast Guard. My
mother was a high school graduate, and
my father had a third-grade education.
My household was lower middle class
at best.
Early reviews:
Outgoing and mannerly, an above
average student. Mischievous too.
Mentoring efforts:
I frequently counsel with new bar
admittees in Buchanan County
and elsewhere about case analysis
and ethical issues. Many are former
students from the Appalachian
School of Law where I teach criminal
practice, evidence, professional
responsibility, trial advocacy and
insurance law.

Professional accomplishment:
Along with Roberts Moore at Gentry
Locke, we settled a products liability
lawsuit over a defective personnel
carrier used to transport coal miners
underground for eight coal miners for
$2,000,000 in 1991. Additionally, I coprosecuted Roger Keith Coleman.
My first job:
I worked for Carter Bell Construction
Company in Virginia Beach. This
company built 7-Eleven stores. I was
14 and had a special work permit
because I was underage. I earned
$1.25/hour. I caught the tunnel bus in
Portsmouth to Norfolk, and Trailways
in Norfolk to Virginia Beach. I had
already spent my first hour in wages
in transportation.

Guilty pleasure:
Jack Daniels and Diet Coke.
Favorite getaway:
Isle of Palms, South Carolina.
My next act:
Several ASL colleagues and I are
working on a pardon/clemency
petition on behalf of a Virginia inmate
who was wrongfully convicted of
murder a number of years ago.
You didn’t know:
I starred in a musical in high school
and sang a solo. I sometimes serve
as a lay preacher at my church and
elsewhere.

My biggest challenge:
Professor Roger Groot (deceased)
from W&L and I defended Charles
Douglas Riner in a capital murder
case in Wise County around 2000.
The trial lasted six weeks.
I might have been:
An orthopedic surgeon.

Viriginia Lawyers Weekly now gives you the latest legal news in the format you select.
Get your must-have info from the print newspaper. Or get it from our new website, which adapts
to the device you wish to use – laptop, tablet or smart phone. It’s your choice!
Virginia Lawyers Weekly – making it easy for you to get the news you need, any way you want it.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

subscribe.valawyersweekly.com/H6ZRES

John C. Shea • Richmond

A

successful personal injury
litigator, John Shea served as
president of the Virginia Trial
Lawyers Association from 2001 to 2002.
He was state delegate for the American
Association for Justice and served on the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association board.
Growing up:
I was born in Roanoke but grew up in
a small time outside of Jacksonville,
Florida. My early life was like an episode
out of “Leave it to Beaver.” My father
worked, my mother stayed at home,
and I had a younger sister. I guess every
generation says this, but it certainly
seemed like a simpler time. I had the
benefit of an excellent private school
education and ready access to Florida
beaches. My life at that time seemed to
revolve around playing baseball, surfing,
and trying to stay on the good side of
my father.
Mentoring efforts:
I have had the pleasure of working
with an extraordinary number of
good, younger lawyers. I am not sure

they would all describe my input as
“mentorship.” They might instead
describe it as pushing them, riding
them, driving them, etc. I have always
tried to insist that the younger lawyers
in our firm practice in the most civil
and professional manner possible
while at the same time aggressively
representing the interest of our
injured clients. I have tried to share
with them the tremendous benefits
I have received as a member of the
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, the
American Association of Justice, the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association,
and the American Board of Trial
Advocates.
Professional accomplishment:
Along with two longtime partners
James G. Harrison III and James A.
McCauley, we have taken the firm
from one office to 10 offices, from a
handful of employees to a team of
over 100, from being primarily known
as a Southside Virginia firm to being
voted six years in a row the Best Law
Firm in Richmond by the Richmond

Times Dispatch, to being voted two
years in a row by the readers of the
Daily News Record in Harrisonburg
the Best of the Valley and being
voted the Best of the Burg by the
readers of the Free Lance-Star in
Fredericksburg.
My first job:
My first real job was as a stock boy
at A & P grocery store in Orange
Park, Florida. I learned from that
experience that my father was right,
nothing could substitute for being
first in in the morning and last out at
night.
Guilty pleasure:
The music of the rapper Pit Bull and
attending his concerts.
Favorite getaway:
My condo on the beach in Miami.
You didn’t know:
My affinity for Pit Bull and spinning
class might not be fully appreciated.

Lewis T. Stoneburner • Richmond

L

ewis Stoneburner retired in January
after 43 years as a trial lawyer. A
founding partner of the firm now
known as Breit Cantor Grana Buckner,
he is widely known for his success in
neurological birth-related injury cases.
Growing up:
I grew up in Richmond with my parents,
older sister, and younger brother. I
attended public schools and played
Little League baseball. But I lived for
the summers because we spent them at
the River. My family on my father’s side
is very large. Every summer, with my 23
first cousins, we “camped out” at three
log cabins on the Mobjack Bay (lower
Chesapeake Bay). Our mothers stayed
the whole time, and our fathers came
down on weekends. We learned to fish,
crab, sail, swim and to try to get along
with each other. My grandmother was
strict Methodist, who went to church
every Sunday. She always searched me
out to attend church, and my cousins
gladly pointed out my hiding place.
I once asked her, “Why me?” She
responded: “You need it the most.”
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Mentoring efforts:
Over the years, I have trained young
associates and served as a judge on
a number of mock trials at University
of Richmond law school. I have also
helped some aspiring lawyers to apply
to law school and worked with law
students to acclimate them to the
Richmond legal community and find
job opportunities.
Professional accomplishment:
Throughout my law career I enjoyed
trying cases to juries in both state
and federal courts. I have been
particularly fortunate to have had
the opportunity to both mentor and
work hand-in-hand with my attorney
daughter, Bellamy Stoneburner, for
over 10 years. I am extremely proud
that she will continue to do the work
we once shared. That work, namely
giving a voice to injured people
who might not otherwise have had
a chance to be heard, is my most
important accomplishment. Having
the opportunity to better the lives
of the people I have represented
has given meaning and sense of
accomplishment to my career.

My first job:
As a law student, I interned for the
commonwealth’s attorney in the city
of Richmond, which provided me
with my first exposure to jury trials. I
learned quickly what a tremendous
amount of time is needed to prepare
for a trial and how to voir dire a panel.
Guilty pleasure:
Butter toffee-coated Virginia peanuts
and ice cream.
Favorite getaway:
Our “cabin” in Ware Neck on the
Mobjack Bay, which has been in the
family since the 1930s.
You didn’t know:
I love to draw and paint, which I have
done for years (even doodling during
down time in court), but now I have
enrolled in classes and I am enjoying
advancing my skills.
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From all at the firm,

Congratulations
to our partner,

Michael HuYoung
for his induction into the
Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame.

Michael joins Barnes & Diehl’s
previous honorees Ed Barnes
and Larry Diehl as inductees
to the Virginia Lawyers
Hall of Fame.
Barnes
Hall of Fame
class of 2018

Diehl
Hall of Fame
class of 2019
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