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CUTTING-EDGE CAREER FIELDS, EXPANDING BUSINESS AND LOW COST
OF LIVING — SURE, THAT’S US, BUT WE’RE HOME TO SO MUCH MORE.
Start with an afternoon trip to the local winery or brewery (we’ve got over 100),
then relax under the stars near one of our 16 breathtaking lakes. Take a hike
through one of our 72 state parks and thousands of county parks, with rolling hills
and twisting caves, just calling to be explored. And good luck choosing from a
dozen art museums, award-winning restaurants and 1,800 miles of biking trails.
Yes, tough decisions come with the territory.
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More opportunity. More adventure. More discovery. It’s all here.
This is Iowa. Visit thisisiowa.com.
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ART IN THE PARKS

Peonies are one of the old-fashioned

Twenty ISU artists create
works inspired by their visits
to Iowa state parks, which
are celebrating their 100th
anniversary this year.
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favorites raised at PepperHarrow flower
farm near Winterset. See story, page
40. Photograph courtesy of
PepperHarrow.

SMALL TOWN. STRONG SPIRIT.

Distillery and Visitor Center
now open!

Since day one, we have been proud to
represent our Templeton, Carroll County
and Iowa roots. The opportunity to share
in the growth of our community
and state is rewarding.
Now, we're proud to share our new
Templeton Rye Distillery, Museum and
Visitor Center right here in Templeton,
Iowa, where it all began.

34,500 SQUARE FOOT DISTILLERY

PRODUCING UP TO 500,000 PROOF GALLONS ANNUALLY

54,000 BARREL
STORAGE CAPACITY

MUSEUM AND VISITOR CENTER
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Schedule a visit at TempletonRye.com
PLEASE ENJOY THE GOOD STUFF RESPONSIBLY.
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chairman

We know why Iowans turn to us. It’s because they trust us. Trust is in our name.
More importantly, it’s how we’ve always done business – and always will.
As Iowa’s largest privately owned community bank, Bankers Trust has the experience, commitment
and resources it takes to help Iowans achieve their financial goals. We are also dedicated to giving back
to our communities and creating a thriving culture all Iowans can enjoy. Whether you are growing a
business or planning your family’s financial future, our nearly 600 team members are here and ready
to make a difference.

BankersTrust.com
(515) 245-2863

BANKING | LENDING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT

EDITOR’S
NOTE

ELEVATING
AND
CELEBRATING
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Welcome to the ninth edition of our
annual statewide magazine, ia. Since
2012, we’ve been sharing with you the
delightful wonders of our state, and
this year is no exception. Throughout
these pages, you’ll explore Iowa in
fresh ways—whether you’re hiking
in the Loess Hills, viewing a rare
art collection in Okoboji, spending

the Iowa Department of Cultural
Affairs. Every two weeks, the
digital newsletter covers engaging
destinations, beautiful homes
and gardens, and top spots for
arts, culture and dining. Subscribe
for free on our website,
iapublication.com.
Yet, those of us who call Iowa

a weekend in Decorah, or enjoying
a covert cocktail at one of the
state’s speakeasies.
In fact, there’s so much
happening in Iowa that we decided
the state’s marvels could not all
be contained in a yearly publication.
So earlier this year, we launched ia
newsletter, our love letter to Iowa,
that we publish in partnership with

home also know the state is made
up of much more than interesting
attractions, rolling landscapes, and
inviting cities and towns. It’s also
a place where volunteerism thrives
and where communities band
together to help one another and to
address challenges large and small.
All of us at ia and our parent
company, Des Moines-based

Business Publications Corp., have
realized this even more as we’ve
embarked on a new yearlong
initiative, called Iowa Stops Hunger,
presented by Hy-Vee. With food
insecurity growing in both urban
and rural areas, our company is
seeking to raise awareness and
inspire action in communities
across the state. We’re doing this
through coverage in ia newsletter
as well as in our company’s other
digital and print products,
including dsm and the Business
Record. We hope that you’ll join us
in this effort to stop hunger and
create a safer, healthier and more
joyful state for us all.
—Christine Riccelli, editor-in-chief

IDEAS?
WE’RE FULL OF ’EM

EMC Insurance Companies has been serving policyholders and independent insurance
agents for more than 100 years. Today, we’re leading the industry with innovative ideas like
surveying drones and preventative sensors, and innovative partnerships with companies
like Plug and Play, the Global Insurance Accelerator and the InsurTech Alliance.

BUT DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT …
2019 CORPORATE INNOVATION AWARD WINNER
PLUG AND PLAY

BEST IN CATEGORY: CONFERENCE ALIGNMENT
NAMIC INNOVATION AWARDS

2020 INNOVATIONLEADER OF THE YEAR
INNOVATIONIOWA MAGAZINE

BEST IN CATEGORY: CREATIVITY
NAMIC INNOVATION AWARDS

Learn more about us at emcins.com.
EMC Insurance Companies
717 Mulberry Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
800-447-2295 • 515-280-2511

©Copyright Employers Mutual Casualty Company 2020. All rights reserved.
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A new Forever stamp by Cedar Falls artist Gary Kelley celebrates icons of the 1920s Harlem Renaissance. See story, page 20.

IA I 15

AROUND
IOWA

16 I IA

Okoboji

INSPIRED BY
IMPRESSIONISTS

looser, more expressive images—

Writer: Beth Eslinger

represented includes noted Ukrainian

ballerinas, musicians, academy
students. The range of artists
painters Viktor Mikhailovich Chaus and

It’s hard to know where to look first at

Georgi Georgievich Cherniavskie.

the Russian Impressionist art exhibit at

The Pearsons began collecting in

Okoboji’s Pearson Lakes Art Center.

the early 1990s, eventually donating the

With an array of color and stunning

paintings to their namesake art center

scenes on every wall, the 40-plus

in 2007. The Pearson gallery, which the

paintings take some time to process.

couple had constructed specifically to

As with most Impressionist

house the collection, beckons you to

paintings, up-close views can be

stay and study, with its soothing green

somewhat confusing, with messy

walls, floors created from small blocks

brushstrokes and swaths of thick color

of richly grained wood, and soft

layered upon each other in seemingly

ambient lighting.

haphazard ways. But step back several

Traditional Russian art in Soviet times

feet and the images come to life, with

focused on realism, celebrating the

attraction, the art center opens its vault,

dancers, old men and young girls

labor movement through art and

featuring some of the Pearsons’ private

staring you in the eyes with their

literature. The works, inspired by the

collection of paintings from famed

expressive faces. Shadow and light play

Impressionists of the 19th century,

artists N.C. Wyeth and Andrew Wyeth,

throughout the paintings, which were

depict many of the tenets of the style,

John Singer Sargant and Larry Rivers.

rarely seen outside of their home

including humble subject matters, a

Works by local makers also grace the

countries of Russia, Ukraine and

focus on light and color, still lifes, and

gallery walls, and the gift shop features

Belarus until the past few decades.

scenes of everyday life. While some of

handmade goods such as jewelry,

the paintings in the collection, which

pottery, birdhouses and greeting cards.

Donated by Gerald “Bud” and Bev
Pearson, the paintings reflect the

date from 1905 to 1976, highlight idyllic

history of art behind the Iron Curtain.

farm and work scenes, others present

Each summer, as an additional

For more information, visit
lakesart.org.

Opposite: Sergei Krugakov, “Girl in Garden” (1959).
Above: Igor Makarov, “Woman on Pier” (1961).
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GROWTH
OPPORTUNITIES

“We’ve had a ton of interest in this online

Iowans of all stripes and skills are

event from both attendees and

picking up plant starts and seeds this

sponsors,” Van Heuverswyn says.

year, with hopes of yielding fresh-

And garden centers throughout the

picked salads, tomatoes for canning

state have been buzzing with interest.

and dried beans for their winter pantries.

At Busy Bee Garden Center outside of

Early in the pandemic, Seed Savers

Indianola, vegetable gardening has

Exchange outside of Decorah saw a

meant big business. “This year

surge in sales. In fact, business was so

exceeded all expectations,” says owner

intense that the company, which

Chelsey Soder. “Being able to grow the

specializes in preserving heirloom

things we sell was key this year. We

varieties, halted online sales for several

were able to keep producing the

weeks to play catch-up. “Our sales are

biggest trend, which is vegetables.”

through the roof,” says Emily Rose

Soder says customers are

Haga, executive director. “We’ve never

shopping for kitchen staples like

seen a volume like this.”

tomatoes and peppers. As of the end of

Iowa publishers are seeing a spike
in information searches, as well. Brian
Van Heuverswyn, vice president and
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free online garden classes hosted by
pros, including several of its editors.

May, her vegetable seeds were
completely gone.
For those who missed the spring

general manager of Active Interest

and summer seasons, there’s still time

Media’s home group (formerly August

to put in a fall crop, says Seed Savers’

Home) in Des Moines, notes a

Haga. Growers can plant a late season

significant swell in online queries at

of brassicas (cabbage, broccoli,

gardengate.com and a doubling of sales

cauliflower), lettuce, radishes, spinach,

of its garden books, plans and hard

beets, peas and more to enjoy up to the

goods. The group recently launched

winter frost.
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TINY PORTRAITS
TELL BIG STORY

stamp about Oscar Micheaux, a
pioneering African American filmmaker,

Writer: Michael Morain
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs

who spent several years in Sioux City.

Artists who want to make a lasting

says Kelley, who participated in the

“I’m always happy to do them,”

impact could do worse than create

postal service’s virtual unveiling

stamps for the U.S. Postal Service. After

ceremony.

all, they’re “forever.”
So Cedar Falls artist Gary Kelley
was honored to create a quartet of tiny

Over the course of his awardwinning career, Kelley has exhibited his
work all over the world and created

portraits of four larger-than-life

illustrations for Time, Rolling Stone and

luminaries of the 1920s Harlem

the New Yorker. His murals adorn

Renaissance. Their faces adorn four

Barnes and Noble bookstores

new Forever stamps the USPS released

nationwide, as well as the World Food

on May 21—just four days before the

Prize Hall of Laureates in downtown

death of George Floyd in Minneapolis

Des Moines and a massive Google data

refocused the nation’s attention on

center in Council Bluffs. He just

racial injustice and the often-overlooked

polished off a manuscript for his first

contributions of African Americans.

graphic novel, about the Spirit Lake

The stamps honor novelist Nella
Larsen, writer and arts advocate Alain
Locke, historian Arturo Alfonso
Schomburg and poet Anne Spencer.

Massacre, which his publisher plans to
release in March 2021.
But there’s nothing quite like a
postage stamp. As soon as the new

All four contributed to the burst of

series was released, his wife picked up

creativity that centered in Harlem, the

a few fresh sheets at the post office in

New York neighborhood where

Cedar Falls.

thousands of African Americans
migrated after World War I.
The new stamps aren’t Kelley’s first
commission for the USPS. He created

20 I IA

about Hollywood directors, and a single

Others have mailed him sets to
autograph—tucked in, of course, with
pre-stamped, self-addressed envelopes.
“I’ve gotten a few packets in the mail

portraits for an earlier series honoring

now,” he says, “from people I don’t

famous gospel singers, another series

even know.”

The pool at The Inn Hotel, new in 2019

Arnolds Park

THE NEW
‘IT’ PLACE

some of the bands to headline the Roof

is accessible to all, with chariots for

Writer: Beth Eslinger

Garden, see some of the playbills, and

those in wheelchairs.

history of the music venue. Through

located inside the Maritime. And at the

interactive displays, you can discover

Arnolds Park entrance, a new carousel

study some of the artists’ contracts.
Roy Orbison, Johnny Cash, the Beach

boutique luxury within a short walk to the

Boys and Cheap Trick all played the

in 1952, and the Everly Brothers made

museums and amusement park. Decked

legendary Roof Garden Ballroom at

$1,750 for their 1965 show.) Catch one

in a 1920s theme, with a lobby of green

Arnolds Park back in the artists’ heydays.

of the movies to learn about the Iowa

paneled walls, leather furniture and

Thanks to a $15 million renovation, the

Great Lakes’ past, as well as the appeal

vintage lake photographs, the hotel

park is still feeling its groove.

of ballrooms in the mid-1900s.

offers a relaxed, sophisticated

At the newly reconstructed Roof

PHOTOGRAPHER: DREW DAU

New in 2019, the Inn Hotel offers

(Louis Armstrong earned $1,000 to play

Next door, the Great Lakes

experience. A second-floor courtyard

Garden, classic orchestras,

Maritime Museum is worth a quick

pool is an inviting place for drinks and

contemporary rhythm and blues artists,

cruise to see paraphernalia from the

sunbathing. At the hotel’s Caribbean-

and ’80s rockers perform to visitors of

area—wooden boats, an early scuba

themed restaurant, the Beach Club, order

all ages. Just one of the updates at

suit, rows of motors, vintage fishing

a rum flight or Havana Club Sour to pair

Arnolds Park, the Roof Garden is

gear, town pennants and more. Several

with a Cubano. Finish with crème brûlée

perhaps its most storied structure.

old amusement park games and a giant

infused with coconut and vanilla bean.

The Rock ’n Roll Hall of Fame,
located less than a block away, tells the

wooden slide, which you can ride, are
part of the Arnolds Park Museum,

For more information and upcoming
events, visit arnoldspark.com.
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Crepes at the Lockwood Cafe.

Ames

BUILDING
COMMUNITY

missing in the community,” says Sharon

husband, Austin, teaches new media

Stewart, who runs Lockwood Cafe and

art at ISU’s College of Design. “It’s so
important spaces are accessible. So
many times, art is a connector. Art is a
storyteller and a community motivator.”

Spend a weekend morning at the sunny,

members, including artist Lindsay
Nissen, Reliable Street is intended to be

you’ll see parents sip coffee while

flexible space. It’s a bit raw—this is a

intentionally low—think McDonald’s. But

watching their kids play outside,

feed mill, after all. There’s a climbing

this is no Egg McMuffin or Happy Meal.

students eat banana Nutella crepes,

structure (an ISU class project), and a

Featuring fresh, tasty ingredients (such

professionals work on their laptops,

new playground and gardens recently

as mushrooms and goat cheese on the

and retirees catch up on the latest news.

donated by Ames-based Country

savory side; apple brie with jam and

Peer through to the adjacent gallery

Landscapes. Inside, residents gather in

candied walnuts for sweet cravings),

The Lockwood keeps its prices

space and you might see contemporary

the open space for art night with hip-

the crepes are assembled on-site in the

artwork and the Art Bar set for the next

hop and costume-themed dance

open kitchen. At night, the Lockwood

indie-theme social gathering.

parties. Numerous events—including

serves Indian-style dosas (a thin crepe).

Cafe is the latest addition to the Reliable
Street art center, located on the

those with a cultural focus—are
currently in the works.
“It’s a part of the community not

The Stewarts are currently
working on artist space across the
street, with tools and rental studios

northwest side of Ames (it’s a bit hidden

seen at other art gatherings,” Stewart

available. “We’re happy to work with

even from GPS—take North Dakota

says. “We worked really hard to make

anybody,” she says.

north and turn left before the railroad

sure everyone is welcome.”

tracks). “The concept of the Lockwood

Visitors enter through the

For upcoming events, check out
the Reliable Street Facebook page.

Cafe and Reliable Street gallery was to

Lockwood Cafe. “The cafe is a gateway

Visit lockwoodcafe.com for menu and

build on the idea [that] something was

to the gallery,” says Stewart, whose

cafe updates.

PHOTOGRAPHY: DUANE TINKEY

Started by several community

art-filled Lockwood Cafe in Ames, and

New last October, the Lockwood
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is part owner of Reliable Street.

JOIN BPC TO DRIVE AWARENESS AND ACTION
AROUND HUNGER AND FOOD INSECURITY IN IOWA.
Look for stories that inform and inspire throughout the
year in dsm magazine, the Business Record and ia.
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Cedar Rapids

HOOKED ON
STORYTELLING
Writer: Timothy Meinch
When Akwi Nji made her stage debut
for live storytelling, it felt like coming
home—for the first time.
That sensation was especially
meaningful, she says, after spending
most of her life feeling like an outsider,
first in Cameroon and later in eastern
Iowa. Now Nji (pronounced “en-gee”)
invites as many people as possible

Cedar Rapids poet Akwi Nji.

onto stages and into audiences across
Iowa to share stories.
Her vehicle is the Hook, a nonprofit
that Nji launched in 2016 for live
storytelling, including poetry readings
and performance art. Her own
inspiration started with SPT Theatre in

Nji, who has two daughters, was
born to a black father and white mother.

spend a heck of a lot of time playing
in the dirt.”
Specifically, she recalls Caterpillar
Hill behind her house. To anyone else,

Cedar Rapids after graduating from the

She spent her earliest years in

it looked like a construction site littered

University of Iowa.

Cameroon; then her family moved to

with dusty earthmovers. But for Nji,

Live storytelling, rooted in oral
traditions older than any other type of
human entertainment, forges powerful

Springville outside Cedar Rapids by the

it was her playground—named after the

time she turned 8.

Caterpillar machines—and claimed as

“In both places I was an outsider,”

connections and change, the 40-year-

she says. But she sees a through-line,

old Nji says. And, when executed

a theme connecting these worlds

properly, listeners feel just as
vulnerable as the speaker.
“The audience has put their trust in
me, that whatever I say onstage they’re
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going to be able to manage it,” Nji says.
“They can’t just shut the book.”

on opposite sides of the globe: rich dirt.
“What I remember is the soil in both
places,” she says. “What my siblings
and I did for fun and entertainment was

her own space.
The Hook has become a much
bigger playground for Nji—and anyone
who wants to broaden their perspective
on the world.
For more information on Hook
events, visit thehookcreates.com.

LET US TAKE CARE OF
ALL YOUR NEEDS DURING
YOUR UPCOMING EVENT
IN DES MOINES!

Port of Des Moines Event Group is a sure winner for your
tradeshows, conventions, corporate all-day seminars, galas and
more. The River Center’s historic building offers on-site kitchens,
our very own Doré Bakery and The Purveyor, a modern Europeanstyle market, to create Des Moines’ ultimate guest experience.
• On & off-premise events
• Fiber internet
• Exclusive trolley service

• Generous utilities
• Easy downtown access
• Ample all-day parking
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515-330-1517 | portofdsm.com | eventsales@rivercenterdsm.com

E

D

CONTACT US TODAY TO SET UP YOUR VIRTUAL OR ON-SITE CONSULTATION!

S

M
O

S

D

M OIN

E

SEARCHING
FOR STORIES

workplaces, neighborhoods, theaters

Mohr’s team expects to complete

and more, that are associated with the

the survey by the end of 2020 and

state’s civil rights history in the

nominate the Harris house to the National

20th century. Currently, four sites with

Register. In addition, a civil rights tour

Many Iowans know of renowned

a direct tie to civil rights are listed on

will be added to the Iowa Culture mobile

scientist George Washington Carver

the National Register of Historic Places:

App, which maps more than 3,500

and civil rights activist Edna Griffin

Fort Des Moines (the Army training

cultural landmarks statewide.

(often referred to as the “Rosa Parks of

camp prepared black officers for World

Iowa”). But fewer know the Harris

War I), the Flynn-Griffin Building in

the children of Dr. Percy and Lileah

family, who moved into an all-white

Des Moines (site of Griffin’s 1948 sit-in

Harris, who both died several years ago.

Cedar Rapids neighborhood in 1963

at the Katz Drug Store), the Alexander

Their oldest child, Bruce Harris, was 12

despite a petition against them.

Clark House in Muscatine (he sued in

when the family moved into the house

1868 to allow his daughter to attend a

and recognizes its significance only now,

State Historic Preservation Office is

white public school), and the long-gone

looking back. “It’s not like the house is

working to find more unsung civil rights

mining town of Buxton in Monroe County.

an architectural wonder,” he told the

Through a multiyear initiative, the

trailblazers like the Harrises. The Iowa

But there are many more that have

The Harris home is still owned by

State Historic Preservation Office. “It’s

African American Civil Rights Survey “is

not been listed yet. “What I saw on the

just a place where something important

a project to get at some of those lesser-

National Register for Iowa wasn’t

happened, something that reflects a

known stories,” says Paula Mohr,

reflective of our great history,” Mohr

change in our society.”

architectural historian at the State

says. “Iowa is more diverse than people

If you’d like to suggest a site that

Historic Preservation Office, a part of

think. This is a great opportunity to see

should be recognized, fill out a survey

the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs.

what else is out there and tell a fuller

linked on the Iowa Department of

The agency also is looking for

story of African American civil rights.”

Cultural Affairs’ website at iowaculture.

properties, such as churches,

gov/civilrights.

Above: The 404th Armed Services Forces band plays outdoors in winter at the For Des Moines Training Center in Des Moines, circa 1943.
This story was written in in collaboration with the State Historical Society of Iowa, a division of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs.
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experience.
safety.
compassion.
innovation.

dedication.
515.875.9000 // iowaclinic.com
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Cedar Falls

THE HEART
OF THE CRAFT

Kelsie Kunkle of Driftless Style
in downtown Cedar Falls.

Walk into Kelsie Kunkle’s store on
historic Main Street Cedar Falls (or new
online shop, driftlessstyle.com) and
prepare to do some redecorating.
Featuring handmade decor from
Morocco, Peru, Argentina, Mexico and
right in Cedar Falls, Kunkle’s Driftless
Style shop features products that are
sourced ethically and crafted beautifully.
While helping boost artist communities
in sustainable ways, she’s also bringing
Iowans bohemian looks made popular
on Instagram and Pinterest. You can
find elaborate mirrors, inlay trays,
woven basket lights, leather poufs,
handmade pottery, glassware and more.
Each item features the country of origin,

Lead times can take several months,

is just one of the new attractions in

and the shop donates 5% of all

and Kunkle has learned the ins and outs

downtown Cedar Falls. Across the

purchases to charities.

of importing since starting her business.

street, the renovated Black Hawk Hotel,

On a two-week trip to Morocco

new speakeasy Bar Winslow (see

earlier this year, Kunkle worked with

worked in fair-trade jewelry, where she

local artisans to help fill a shipping

connected with those working in arts

Farm Shed are attracting foot traffic to

container for the store. She designs the

and crafts. She finds her artist contacts

the area’s independent shops,

page 96), and eatery and gourmet shop

products, then works with the artists

through trade shows and sourcing

breweries and restaurants. Local

who create their interpretations.

partners. “In certain countries crafts

residents and visitors have helped the

are celebrated,” Kunkle says. In fact,

business take off. “It’s fun to see how

all,” she says. “This is truly a way we help

the Peru government paid for her trip to

it’s grown organically,” Kunkle says.

preserve culture by developing modern

collaborate with the country’s artisans.

“There’s so much heart behind it

designs for traditional handicrafts.”
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Prior to Driftless Style, Kunkle

Opened a year ago, Driftless Style

Visit driftlessstyle.com and
@driftless.style on Instagram.

●

AMERICA’S HEARTLAND.
ON THE PULSE OF PRECISION AG.
Iowa farmers face challenging weather patterns, rising input costs, and low
commodity prices, which makes it increasingly difficult for them to turn a
profit. So, they’re turning to data and intelligent equipment to help them
make the most of every seed, every drop of fertilizer, and every square inch
of a field, all while continuing to protect their natural resources.
That’s why we proudly design, test, and build our equipment, hardware, and
software in Iowa and across the Midwest. We’re focused on delivering more
efficient, smarter, and automated machines that tend to the needs of every
farmer, every field, and every plant. What’s more, we’re committed to helping
farmers easily collect, analyze, and use data to make the best decisions for
their farm — and their bottom line.
After all, helping farmers in Iowa and around the world work smarter
and more efficiently is at the heart of everything we do.
Learn more at JohnDeere.com/FarmForward

At K&V Homes, we’re passionate about our process,
communication style and home owners. We’re proud to build
custom homes for people who love Iowa as much as we do.

HOMES
your style. your budget. your home.

K A N DV H O M E S .CO M
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HOME & G ARDEN
Dahlias are just one of the fresh-cut flowers offered at PepperHarrow farm in Winterset. See story, page 40.
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OKOBOJI

HOME & GARDEN

L AKE EFFECT
A metro Des Moines couple puts their
remodeling acumen to work reimagining
and revitalizing an Okoboji house.
WRITER: BETH ESLINGER
PHOTOGRAPHER: PAUL GATES
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Formerly the kitchen with a 7-foot ceiling
(and an addition facing lakeside), the
living area is now open to other
entertaining spaces. Surfaces such as
shiplap paneling, knotty pine ceilings,
brickwork and gray walls repeat
throughout the home for a consistent look.
The brick used to trim the fireplace
can be found in other areas of the home.
New open shelves and built-ins provide
storage, display areas and space for
electronics.
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H

ome projects run in Miranda and

studs. A steel beam supporting the lakeside addition was

Mark Paup’s blood. As owners of

an early challenge. “It was built like Fort Knox,” Miranda

Golden Rule Plumbing, Heating &

Paup says.

Cooling and M & Company Homes,

Once the space was freed from its choppy layout,

the Paups, who live in Grimes, are

project manager Miranda and her team of contractors from

also always working on a personal

Okoboji, Des Moines and rural Greene County went to work

project. When they found this

creating the new space, which Miranda defines as a mix of

Okoboji fixer-upper in 2016, they

industrial and nautical styles.

saw potential but also a number of challenges.
On the plus side: The house sat just 50 feet from the

water, was large enough for entertaining family and friends,
and was located on a desirable side of the lake. The

They turned the space on its head, placing the living
area where the kitchen once was and removing about 70%
of the upstairs structure to create the vaulted space. It
“feels twice as big now,” Thomas says. Views focus on the

negatives: Additions on the front and back of the house

lake, with the primary living spaces and the master

boxed in the original A-frame structure, 7-foot ceilings in

bedroom oriented to take advantage of the watery vistas.

the living areas contributed a claustrophobic feel, and
choppy spaces created an awkward traffic flow. “It was

Keeping materials consistent throughout—graywashed knotty pine shiplap on the ceilings, gray walls,

basically a dark hole with short ceilings,” says Catherine

brickwork, intense blue and engineered wood floors (great

Thomas of CRT Design Co., a residential designer and AIA

for a lake house due to the water resistance)—allows

associate. Thomas reworked the floor plan to create an

Miranda’s nautical and farmhouse finds to shine. Those

open space in the original A-frame style.

prizes include doors from a family member’s barn and a

Thomas’ priority was getting rid of wasted space,

vintage wood windmill blade. Miranda crafted some of the

opening up entertaining areas and creating a brighter

unique pieces, including a vanity top from nautical rope

environment with the addition of a few windows. The

that she encased in resin.

design plan came together in just three months. The Paups
“are quick decision-makers,” says Thomas. “When we can
make decisions right away, things get done so much faster.”
The Paups used their team to do the first heavy lifting,
taking a crew from Des Moines to gut the space to the
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Next on the Paups’ list: a fire pit facing the lake and
landscaping. Is there a new Okoboji project house on the
horizon? “I designed the home specifically for me,”
Miranda says. “I did so much of the tedious work and
invested so much I just can’t let it go.”

Previous additions to the front and back
of the A-frame resulted in a choppy,
awkward layout. Gutting the space to
the studs and removing a majority of
the second level to create a vaulted
ceiling created an open and welcoming
feel. This is the view from the upstairs
master suite.
The project took about a year to
complete. “It was a labor of love,”
Miranda Paup says.
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The knotty pine shiplap defining the
vaulted ceilings was a major DIY
project for Miranda, her father and her
son. They rented scaffolding, then
watered down gray paint and washed
the ceilings—a “very messy job,”
Miranda says. Her sister found the
windmill paddle in a barn. Miranda
looked to magazines for inspiration
for the lighting, which offers a modern
look to complement the antiques and
nautical props.
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The 13-foot island serves as an
entertainment hub. Miranda chose
a nautical-blue hue for the kitchen
cabinetry. The cabinet brand comes in
a Sherwin-Williams color, allowing the
custom microwave built-in to look
like part of the complete set. Miranda
tied the brick to the back of the
island; the interior wall (now bricked)
was part of the original A-frame
structure.
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The Paups’ master suite has stellar
views of the lake. Thomas turned two
awkward bedrooms at the back of the
house into this secluded spot. Although
the space looks exposed, Miranda says
it’s a private getaway for the couple; it’s
accessible via double glass doors. The
home’s other bedrooms tuck under this
space. The barn door leading to the
bath came from their daughter-in-law’s
grandparents’ farm.

38 I HOME & GARDEN IA

n

WINTERSET

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF PEPPERHARROW
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IN FU LL B LO OM
FOR A W I N T E R SET C OU PL E ,
F L OW E R G A R DE N I NG H A S G ROW N I N TO
A M E A N I NG F U L , SUSTA I NA BL E
L I F E ST Y L E T H AT C ON N ECT S T H E M
W I T H T H E I R C OM M U N I T Y A S
W E L L A S T H E I R PA S SIONS .
WRITER: SAMANTHA S. THORPE

Jenn O’Neal and her husband, Adam, grow
annuals and perennials at their Winterset
flower farm, PepperHarrow. Here, Jenn
shows off a bouquet of fresh-cut lisianthus
amid a field of red zinnias, which are planted
in secession for several months of blooms.
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M

adison County’s Covered
Bridge Festival is a seasonal

“I grew up gardening with my grandmother and my
mom,” Jenn explains. “My grandparents had a farm just a

highlight for many. For one

little north of Winterset. My parents would send us out to the

couple, it was life-changing.

farm all of the time, and I would help my grandmother. She

Adam and Jenn O’Neal

would send me with clippers out to the garden to collect a

started their flower farm,

bouquet and would always talk about the flowers’ names.

PepperHarrow, in the
covered-bridge countryside

following a fateful visit to the festival.
“Iowa’s fall captured Adam,” says Jenn, who grew up in

“And she always entered her floral designs in the
county fair,” Jenn adds. “She got me interested in that. One
year I won a junior-achievement prize and she won the
grand prize.”

Winterset. The couple had met in Colorado and later moved
to Tennessee, where Adam worked as a gardener with a

FLOWERS AND FRUIT

prominent landscaping firm. A native of southern Louisiana,

The O’Neals bought 20 acres with a 1920s farmhouse and

he had only experienced Iowa during bone-chilling winters,

barn. They turned five of the acres into a cut-flower farm

until the year they visited Jenn’s family in October.

and tucked in a small orchard to grow fruit for their family,
which includes Griffin, 16, Lochlann, 12, and Quinlan, 9.

Adam says, “but in the fall of 2010 we came back for the

Adam came across PepperHarrow as the name of an

Covered Bridge Festival and the weather was absolutely

English farming village in a book. “We had been dreaming

perfect. It was 60 degrees, the trees’ leaves were turning

of a farm name for a decade before we owned a farm,”

and raining down on the street with the sunlight shining

Adam says. The first home the couple owned together in

through them. It was like a movie set.”
Sold on the autumn weather, Adam dug his hand into
the rich soil and was hooked. He knew they could grow

Nashville was on Harrow Drive, and Adam also likes to
grow peppers. PepperHarrow felt like it was meant to be
the farm’s name.

anything here: Water was plentiful and land was available.

Originally the couple specialized in old-fashioned,

They could also live the sustainable life they wanted, while

heirloom blooms such as cockscomb, zinnias and peonies,

tapping Jenn’s flower background.
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Continues on page 48
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“We were originally going to buy a farm in Tennessee,”

The textural old-fashioned blooms of
celosia are a favorite flower for both
young and old. “We like things that
invoke a lot of memories for people,”
Adam O’Neal says. “We like the myriad of
vibrant colors you can grow.”
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PepperHarrow customers are drawn to
the garden-style bouquets, which
combine annual and perennial favorites
such as roses. The couple offers classes
on flower arranging and sells plants in
spring so customers can grow their own
cutting gardens.

Opposite: The O’Neals host special events
such as this flower-filled farm-to-table
dinner in partnership with Grateful Chef of
Des Moines. They also host weddings at
their Madison County venue.
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Quinlan O’Neal, the couple’s 9-year-old
daughter, loves dressing up and wearing
her mom’s flower crowns around the
farm. Jenn notes many brides are asking
for the decorative headpieces for their
flower girls.
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Textural grasses complement feathery
celosia and intensely petalled dahlias.

WHERE TO FIND THE FLOWERS

Fans of fresh blooms can access the
PepperHarrow flowers through several
sources. This year, Adam and Jenn
O’Neal are selling bouquets, including a
weekly community-supported
agrictulture program (CSA), through
their website, pepperharrowfarm.com.
Gateway Market in Des Moines also
offers their readymade arrangements.
The O’Neals also share their
experiences on the farm by teaching
classes, including virtual classes on
growing lavender, starting seeds and
creating a flower crown. On-site classes
this year include flower design
workshops, a dahlia retreat and a day
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF PEPPERHARROW

on the farm. The couple also offers
private consultation services.
“Working on a floral farm is hard
work. Your back aches, you get dirty
and sweaty. It’s tough,” Jenn says. “But
teaching a floral designing class, that’s
fun. We get to express our artistic side
and visit with people who are as
passionate about flowers as we are. We
get to have a good time and enjoy all of
the beauty of our flowers, too.”
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“THE ENTIRE SEASON IS
AN EVOLUTION OF FLOWERS.”
ADAM O’NEAL

Continued from page 42

locally,” Hangesteg says. “I Googled ‘Midwestern Flower

but they branched out to incorporate beautiful new options.

Farms,’ and their website was stunning.” She visited the

“There are just too many new varieties we were interested in
that perform well,” Jenn says.
Today the family grows flowers perfect for tantalizing
bouquets from spring through fall. Tulips and ranunculus
star in the spring, zinnias and sunflowers come on strong in

farm several times and selected the blooms to create the
perfect floral effect. “It was a one-on-one experience
working with them.”
Another one of the O’Neals’ favorite ways to share the
farm is through partnerships with other area artisans and

the summer, and dahlias complete the season in autumn.

farmers. To host farm-to-table dinners, they paired up with

They work in herbs such as cinnamon basil and apple mint

Central Iowa chefs Steve and Deanne Bryce of Brightside

for fresh fragrance. The O’Neals succession plant so

Kitchen in Clive, Brandy Leuders from the Grateful Chef in

there’s always something in bloom. “The entire season is

Des Moines, and organic growers Jordan and Whitney

an evolution of flowers,” Adam says.

Clausen from Grade A Gardens in Johnston. Winterset
artist Christine Hilbert likes to bring her watercolor classes

WEDDING BOUQUETS

PepperHarrow’s bouquets and displays also catch the eye

to PepperHarrow to paint in its bucolic surroundings.
What started out as a dream sprouting from a handful

of couples planning their weddings. Hannah and Bryan

of Iowa’s black gold has bloomed into much more than

Hangesteg from Clear Lake spotted PepperHarrow online.

a floral farm. PepperHarrow is now a destination, a place to

Hannah Hangesteg had grown flowers with 4-H and knew

learn, a community partnership, and a way for the O’Neals

she wanted something special for her wedding.

to share their passions with others. It’s the sustainable

“I am really into florals and wanted to incorporate into
my wedding natural-looking flower arrangements grown
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lifestyle they were seeking. As Adam puts it: “What we
grow and do is very purposeful.”

n
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Adam O’Neal walks through a field of
hypericum berry and Veronica Speedwell,
a purple perennial flower. Typically the
O’Neals have 40 to 50 varieties blooming
at a time.
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What’s next?
Are you ready?

At Peoples Bank, we are positioned
for the future. With visionary-thinking

and innovative banking technologies and
products, we are ready to help you meet
the challenges of today and tomorrow.

Our industry-leading investment in solar

energy has helped power environmental
change, while our trusted expertise has

powered our customers’ financial growth.
Local, family-owned, and rooted in Iowa,

we are an unconventional community bank
that is equipped to financially assist you …
whatever comes next!

Contact Us to learn more: 1-800-891-9389 | www.mypeoples.bank
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Adel • Clive • Grand Junction • Guthrie Center • Jefferson • Ogden • Rippey • Scranton • Waukee

OBSESSIVELY, RELENTLESSLY AT YOUR SERVICE™

CORPORATE
CITIZENSHIP REPORT

The CARES program is designed to focus on supporting
five pillars of giving:
Community Enhancement
Area residents are committed to creating spaces where
everyone can gather, recreate and have fun. That’s what
makes this region great. We’ve been fortunate to help
enhance local museums, splash pads, parks, ball fields,
recreation centers, trails and shared public spaces to help
make communities vibrant and thriving.

KATHRYN KUNERT
Vice President
Economic Connections and Integration
MidAmerican Energy Company

MidAmerican Energy is more than just your utility company –
we are your partner, neighbor and friend, living and working
in the communities we serve! It’s personal for us, and that’s
why we pride ourselves on giving back through CARES, our
corporate citizenship program that supports the sustainability
of our communities.
CARES activates our employees’ engagement throughout
our communities by providing our time, talent and financial
resources to support the places we call home, too. We
work to ensure our investments have a far-reaching impact,
whether through supporting local festivals, investing in green
spaces, providing educational opportunities, assisting with
community initiatives or focusing on your safety.
At MidAmerican, we understand the value of strong
communities. Working together, we can elevate programs
and initiatives that create great places to live, benefiting our
current and future workforce and growing
successful businesses.
We are proud of the organizations we support and the activities and
events we have been part of during the last year. Working hand in
hand with our employees and customers, we build vibrant, growing
communities for generations to come. We appreciate you and thank
you for being our customer. We are committed to you and our
communities, and we look forward to our continued partnership.

Arts and Culture
A vibrant culture that celebrates the arts and the heritage
of all our customers helps make our area unique. We’re
proud to support organizations that foster the arts and
celebrate our region’s multicultural heritage.
Environmental RESPECT
Our commitment to deliver clean, safe, reliable and
affordable energy motivates us to help make our region’s
environment even cleaner and more sustainable for
everyone.
Education/STEM
The future of our region’s economy and prosperity lies
in our students and their classrooms. We’re proud to
support educational efforts around STEM, financial literacy
and leadership across our service territory.
Safety
Safety is core to our work. Our dedication to safety
extends from our employees to the towns we serve and
ultimately to our entire territory. We use our resources
to support first responders, local safety projects and
education. Safety impacts all of our lives and it is always
our top priority.

Sincerely,
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COMMUNITY
ENHANCEMENT

ARTS AND
CULTURE

ENVIRONMENTAL
RESPECT

EDUCATION/
STEM

SAFETY

CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP REPORT

OBSESSIVELY, RELENTLESSLY AT YOUR SERVICE IS
MORE THAN JUST A TAGLINE AT MIDAMERICAN
ENERGY – IT IS WHO WE ARE. WE EXTEND
THE SAME DEDICATION WE HAVE IN SERVING
OUR CUSTOMERS TO GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITIES WE ARE HONORED TO SERVE.

Our collective success is directly tied to the strength of the
communities we serve. Through the CARES program, we are able
to connect our employees with our customers to support and invest
in the things that matter to us all. Our commitment will always be
to go above and beyond – whether it’s providing top-quality energy
services or working to make our communities stronger. We take pride
in standing side by side, partnering together in creating a vibrant and
sustainable tomorrow.

MIDAMERICAN FAST FACTS
10,000

771,000

employee
volunteer hours

natural gas
customers

791,000

$8.1 million

electric customers

grants and donations

10,600

3,500
employees

423

communities served
in four states

2019 Data

square mile area served in Iowa,
Illinois, South Dakota and Nebraska
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FLOYD COUNTY
Memorial Day 2019 is a day that many people
in Floyd County won’t forget, particularly those
connected with the county fairgrounds. A
tornado ripped through the area, destroying
five fairground buildings as well as trees and
other fixtures. While there were no injuries, the
damage was significant.
“Little Hands on the Farm,” a popular attraction
nalP retsaM ytilicaF citauqA notknaY
for young children used almost year-round, was
among the damage. The area is popular for
many community organizations, like Boy and
Girl Scouts, FFA gatherings, school tours and
private events like graduations. Activities include
an orchard for picking fruit, a milking cow, a
chicken coop with a hatching nest, a vegetable
garden and more.

htron gnicaf ,evitcepsreP ytilicaF citauqA notknaY

“We teach how a vegetable goes from the
ground, to cleaning and then to a farmer’s
htuomarket
s gnicaf ,evstand,”
itcepsreP ysaid
tilicaF Amy
citauqAStaudt,
notknaY president
of the Floyd County Fair Board.
“MidAmerican Energy and its CARES
program helped restore the structure,
which came back stronger than ever,”
Staudt said. Now it’s a boon for the fair and
the Floyd County community.
“The tornado was a tragedy, but in some
ways, it was a blessing in disguise because
it allowed us to work with local business
partners and donors to bring that building
so much over the top from what it was.”
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ARTS AND
CULTURE
ENGLERT THEATRE
If you’ve been to downtown Iowa City in the past
50 years, you’ve no doubt noticed the striking
red and yellow marquis of the Englert Theatre
hanging over the downtown sidewalk. Thanks
in part to a gift from MidAmerican Energy, the
marquis will be stronger than ever.
The Englert Theatre and FilmScene Iowa, a
nonprofit cinema in Iowa City, are in the final
stages of a capital campaign called “Strengthen
• Grow • Evolve,” which will help strengthen
the arts through modern and historic venues,
innovative programming and new models of
collaboration. Part of that goal is to completely
renovate the marquis and interior of the Englert
Theatre, and the funds from MidAmerican
Energy will go a long way, said Katie Roche,
development director of the Englert Theatre.
The Englert Theatre and FilmScene Iowa have
worked closely together in the past. Part of the
current capital campaign raised funds for a new
location, the Chauncey, for FilmScene’s events.
Prior to that, FilmScene held events at the
Englert, Roche said.
“We’ve co-produced programs,” she said.
“When we realized that we both needed
to mount capital campaigns, we didn’t
want to compete. We decided that we
would start doing the work of bringing the
organizations together around being more
collaborative. We learned to trust each
other, and even opened up our books to
each other. The Iowa City Downtown Arts
Alliance is amazing.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL
RESPECT
GOODWILL OF
CENTRAL IOWA
While doing our annual spring cleaning, many of
us diligently take our used items to Goodwill to
give them a second life with someone else. As it
turns out, only a small portion of donated items
actually make it to the Goodwill retail store. The
remainder is responsibly recycled.
“Goodwill does a lot of recycling,” said Carly
Flaws, director of marketing for Goodwill
of Central Iowa. “We’re one of the larger
recyclers in the region.”

Flaws said Goodwill of Central Iowa handles
plenty of old and used electronics, which are
much more difficult to recycle than clothes off a
rack because of harmful components that can’t
go into landfills. The process, which involves a
lot of sorting and testing, is heavily regulated and
audited in order to be as safe as possible. Right
now, Goodwill of Central Iowa works with thirdparty vendors to responsibly recycle.
But thanks to a grant from MidAmerican
Energy, Goodwill of Central Iowa is working
to become certified in electronics recycling,
which will eliminate the need for vendors. The
grant also helps Goodwill of Central Iowa train
employees to do the work, a big part of the
organization’s mission. “We give people jobs
and job training to help prepare them for
employment,” Flaws said.
“We are always looking for ways to integrate
what we do into training, and this grant
gives us an opportunity to expand that.”
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EDUCATION
COUNCIL BLUFFS SCHOOLS
FOUNDATION
In Iowa, there is a need for workers in the trades. The
Council Bluffs Schools Foundation is looking to fill that
need, providing a path for high schoolers to gain an
apprenticeship and job in the trades that pays up to
$50,000 per year with no college debt.
Thanks to a gift from MidAmerican Energy, the Council
Bluffs School District was able to renovate lab spaces at
two high schools, Lincoln and Jefferson, to offer careerpreparatory courses and better serve the mission of
building the workforce.
“We were looking at the needs of the community
workforce,” said Chris LaFerla, executive director of
the Council Bluffs Schools Foundation.
“We wanted to build something that creates
pathways to careers directly out of high school.
For a long time, shop class and auto trades were
nice electives, but we wanted to create something
a little more meaningful, and thanks in part to
MidAmerican Energy, we were able to do that.”
Those jobs include HVAC, plumbing, electric, automatic
and diesel mechanics, welding, and fabrication, among
others. Students attend classes five days a week for two
years before receiving a certificate. High school juniors
and seniors in the program can receive more training at
the local community college, at no charge. Many of
them go directly into an apprenticeship program.
The program opened in fall 2019 with nearly 400 students.
The grant from MidAmerican Energy provided the
equipment and facilities to accommodate the large class.

SAFETY
EAST MOLINE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Law enforcement has changed dramatically over the
past decade, specifically in the area of communications.
Cameras are standard. GPS helps track officer
locations. Radios improve communication between
officers and dispatchers. And it’s all run from computers
in squad cars.
“I can’t even list all the benefits of these systems
in today’s day and age,” said Sergeant Chad
Broderson of the East Moline Police Department.
“It’s like a brain box for the car.”
Each incident in the daily life of a squad car, from
activation of the lights to recording traffic stops to
communicating with other officers, is recorded by the
car and then copied into the department server at the
end of the day.
“It’s all about integrity and making
sure things are done correctly,”
Broderson said.
Last year, the police department found itself with
outdated equipment. Replacements were needed, but
the costs were exorbitant. A grant from MidAmerican
Energy allowed the department to purchase a whole
new communications system rather than remain with the
previous service, which would have come with an even
heftier price tag over the long term.
“We would not have been able to update our
equipment at all without this grant,” Broderson
said. “We’re a lot happier with what we have now.”
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D E S T I N AT I O N S
Spend a weekend chilling in outdoorsy Decorah, a northeast Iowa gem. See story, page 60.
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DECORAH

DESTINATIONS

36
HOURS
IN
D ECOR AH
T H I S OU T D OOR SY
TOW N I N RUG GE D
NORT H E A ST IOWA
OF F E R S I N DI E
D OW N TOW N SHOP S ,
N U M E ROUS
R E C R E AT ION
OP T IONS ,
GR AT I F Y I NG
R E STAU R A N T S A N D
R E NOW N E D C R A F T
BR EW E R I E S .
WRITER: WINI MORANVILLE
PHOTOGRAPHER: MARY WILLIE
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Settled in the early 1850s,
picturesque Decorah is home to
a rich Norwegian-American
culture. Its downtown brims
with independent shops and
restaurants. For a bird’s-eye
view, visit Palisades Park.
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The 11-mile Trout Run Trail loops
around town, crossing several trout
streams and following the Upper Iowa
River. Here, a cyclist passes “The Cut.”
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W

hile writing travel
stories for this
magazine, I’ve

Wiltgen, executive director of the
Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce.
“You’re going to travel a good hour to

spent pleasure-

get to a place with malls. This encourages

filled stretches of

people to do business locally.”

time poking around revitalized

Indeed, more than 75 shops and

downtowns and small-town main streets

businesses (mostly independent) thrive

that went from boom to bust to boom

in the downtown area, where you can

again. A winning example is downtown

buy everything from menswear to baby

Cedar Falls—nearly abandoned and

chicks to musical instruments. The

threatened by the wrecking ball in the

Winneshiek County Courthouse, the

’80s. It now flourishes as a lively
entertainment and shopping destination.
Decorah’s downtown has never
made that kind of comeback—and

high school and its sports fields, a
movie theater, and even the county
fairgrounds all lie within a walkable
central area. And with many of the

that’s because its main-street life never

town’s residents living and working

went away. While other cities and towns

nearby, and Luther College close at

saw their cores decline as suburban

hand, it all adds up to a kind of buzzy

malls went up, such a thing never

and populated civic life that makes a

happened in this county seat of 7,500-

visit here especially gratifying.

plus. Water Street—the two-lane main

Fortuitously, the restrictive terrain

street running through the city’s center

that keeps Decorah’s center so robust

and lined with historic buildings—

adds to the appeal of a weekend visit

remains the area’s retail hub and a

here. The city is nestled in northeast

boon to travelers who love poking in

Iowa, legendary for its dramatic

and out of the shops and boutiques of a

limestone bluffs, rivers and wooded

vital town’s core.

valleys, offering some of the state’s

“Decorah is landlocked by rivers
and bluffs, so sprawling development
wasn’t an option,” explains Kristina

best hiking, biking and canoeing.
Here’s how to make the most of
a 36-hour foray.
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From left: Downtown makes for a walkable weekend base camp. Find boutique clothing and
home shops, including Rendered Unique, which features handmade goods by 25 local and
regional artists. Also downtown, Rubaiyat Restaurant and Wine Shop, operated by chef Andy
Bonnett, is a top spot for fine cuisine.

FRIDAY
4 p.m.: Tick-Tock, People

5 p.m.: Settle into the Hotel Winneshiek

If you’re coming from the south, time

When was the last time you stayed in a

Dinner at Rubaiyat

your visit so that on your way into town

small-town main-street hotel, where,

poetry written by Omar Khayyam, the

you can swing by the Bily Clocks

with windows open, you could catch the

11th-century Persian thinker and writer

Museum in Spillville. All of the 20-plus

early evening’s breezes and hear the

famous for, among other things,

intricately hand-carved wooden clocks

pleasing ripples of street life below?

penning the thought “a jug of wine, a

“Rubaiyat” is the title of a collection of

were crafted during the long, still

While many suburban hotels, with

loaf of bread—and thou.” It’s the

winters of the early to mid-20th century

airtight windows overlooking parking

perfect name for this restaurant, which

by Joseph C. and Frank L. Bily, two

lots, can seal you off from the wonder

is devoted to the joys of sharing

bachelor-farmers who never traveled

of being someplace new, the Hotel

uncomplicated yet life-enhancing food.

more than 35 miles from their home

Winneshiek, with its prime location on

place. Depicting scenes of the world’s

Water Street, makes you feel

by combining chef-driven touches with

history, religions, myths and lore, the

unmistakably in the thick of much that

ever-popular meats and seafoods (e.g.,

clocks might just refire your creative

is great about this energetic community.

a blueberry-Dijon demiglace on a grilled

soul and make you think about all that

With a grand cherry-wood

The menu changes frequently, but

tomahawk pork chop), the restaurant

your own talented hands and wonder-

staircase, marble walls and an

hits an admirable sweet spot somewhere

prone mind might be able to do with

octagonal three-story atrium—all

between relaxed and refined. The

great commitment and fewer

capped by a stained-glass skylight—the

exposed brick walls and stamped-tin

distractions. If nothing else, the clocks,

public spaces evoke the beaux-arts

ceiling of the refurbished 1890s building

with their poignant depictions of

splendor of the hotel’s 1905 provenance.

add to the historic sense of place that

vanished lives and timepieces that

Agreeably appointed in neutral tones,

you feel throughout Decorah.

continue to tick forward, serve as a

the less-ornate (yet entirely

reminder to make the most of the time

comfortable) rooms speak to the more

that’s been given to us.

streamlined inclinations of our times—

Wander Water Street and take in the

the hotel was entirely restored in 2000.

well-preserved 19th- and early

After Dinner: The Water Street Trail

20th-century buildings. Be sure to look
for the “Walk Into the Past” plaques
posted along the way; each offers
evocative glimpses of the downtown’s
history with photos and texts.
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From left: Iowa City artist and trout-fishing enthusiast Bounnak Thammavong created this large
metal arch for Trout Run Trail. Located 4 miles southeast of downtown, Toppling Goliath is a
favorite among beer enthusiasts; the brewery offers tours and pub fare. Hiking trails at Dunning
Springs Park lead to a 200-foot waterfall and stone arch bridge.

SATURDAY
Morning

Afternoon

Beer Enthusiast’s Alternative: If you

Breakfast: The complimentary

Lunch: Pick up some deli sandwiches

want to see what else is on tap in

continental breakfast served at the

at the Oneota Food Coop to enjoy in

Decorah, pop into Pulpit Rock

Winneshiek is serviceable, but if expert

Phelps Park, a surprisingly secluded

Brewing; it offers both classic and

espresso drinks are a must, head

stretch of land smack-dab in the middle

off-the-beaten-path styles (e.g., the

across the street to Impact Coffee. The

of town. Afterward, meander along the

Dessert First sour, with notes of

hip and airy coffeehouse is housed in

nature trails or stroll by the grand

strawberries, graham crackers and

what once had been a J.C. Penney

Victorian homes in the nearby

marshmallows).

building, and the bones of the former

neighborhoods.

tenant are still visible, including the

Evening

wide staircase up to the mezzanine.

Alternative Lunch for Beer Lovers:
Famous for its IPAs and barrel-aged

building, complete with a creaky screen

A Morning Ride (or Hike): Decorah and

stouts, Decorah’s Toppling Goliath

door, La Rana Bistro is a gem of a

Dinner: Housed in an old storefront

its surrounding area offer great

Brewery draws beer enthusiasts from

spot—charming, without being too cute,

opportunities for cyclists and hikers,

all over the country and anyone else

and chef-driven without being too

including off-road options for rugged

who enjoys being part of a good-time

precious. Families looking for

mountain bikers as well as paved

crowd. Order some taster-sized beers

something even more casual should

recreational trails for the rest of us. A

to sample over the casual food.

check out Mabe’s Pizza. Established in

doable route for a morning ride is the

Consider timing your visit for a 2 p.m.

1953, the popular Decorah icon has

Trout Run Trail, an 11-mile loop around

tour of the brewery (buy tickets in

been serving pizza in its current

Decorah that offers a mix of easy riding

advance on the website).

downtown location since 1978.

over bridges and farmland and arduous
switchbacks leading up to great views

Shop and Stroll: Spend the remainder

Nightlife: The Hay Market, a downtown

of the area. You can rent bikes

of the afternoon poking in and out of

dive bar, offers live music on select

(including pedal-assist electric bikes) at

downtown Decorah’s shops. Find

Saturdays. Also, see if anything’s on at

Decorah Bicycles, near the downtown

anything from jewelry to hardware,

the Lingonberry, a cultural/arts venue

trailhead. Find great hiking, with views

including one-of-a-kind shops selling

that hosts events ranging from concerts

of a 200-foot waterfall, at Dunning

musical instruments, women’s fashions,

to drag show dance parties.

Springs Park.

cookware, books, home decor and more.
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SUNDAY
Breakfast

History and Culture

Over and Out

For the kind of local cafe experience

Yes! You still have time to visit the

To keep the weekend’s laid-back vibe

you always hope for but don’t always

crown jewel of Decorah’s cultural life:

alive as long as you possibly can, head

find, check out Ruby’s Restaurant.

Conveniently, the Vesterheim

to the Oneota Food Co-op again to pick

Family run for nearly 50 years, they’re

Norwegian-American Museum opens

up sandwiches; enjoy them at a wayside

especially known for their homemade

at 9 or 10 a.m. on Sundays, depending

park as you meander back home.

cinnamon rolls, though biscuits and

on the season. The museum houses the

gravy, corned beef hash, and other

world’s largest collection of Norwegian-

diner-style breakfasts also satisfy.

American artifacts, and in doing so, tells

n

a story of the American immigration
experience that’s sharply focused yet
broad in its appeal. The folk-art
displays are especially evocative, as
they showcase the many ways in which
early immigrants sought to bring beauty
into their hardscrabble lives. The

The Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum houses numerous artifacts,
including this ale bowl from Norway (circa
1770-1800) that features carved horse
and ram heads.
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museum features a great gift shop, too.

PISGAH
LITTLE SIOUX
HONEY CREEK
COON RAPIDS
FORT DODGE
BOONE
MARQUETTE
McGREGOR
HARPERS FERRY

Loess Hills State Forest near Pisgah
gives hikers plenty of room to roam the
area’s steep ridges, prairies and woods.
The latest attraction is Brent’s Trail, an
8-mile trek through the scenic hills.
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WILD IOWA’S EPIC HIKES
Explore the river corridors to ﬁnd undulating
terrain, intriguing geology, abundant wildlife and
four seasons of interest.
WRITER: BETH ESLINGER
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Native Prairie, Diverse Habitats
THE LOESS HILLS, WESTERN IOWA

Famous for its razor-edge ridges, peaks and saddles, the
Loess Hills framing the western border of the state offer a
haven for hikers and nature enthusiasts. Created during the
last ice age, glacial flour was deposited east of the
Missouri River, creating thick dunes of sugar-sand soil
that’s rich for outdoor adventure. As University of Iowa
professor Bohumil Shimek wrote in his 1909 geological
survey of the region, “the billowy expanses of the inland
loess ridges … appear like the giant swell of a stormy sea
which has been suddenly fixed.”
Throughout the hills, which are globally significant,
parks and recreation areas allow visitors to explore the

narrow ridge to the scenic overview, which displays

unique geology and habitats that support a diversity of

360-degree views of the prairie and burr oak forest. Fall is

plants, animals and insects. Birds are a major attraction

one of the most picturesque times to visit this area.

here; 249 species have been identified in the area.
New in 2019, Brent’s Trail connects several pockets

A top spot to see area birds is at Hitchcock Nature
Center in Honey Creek. Climb the 45-foot observation

of public land for an 8-mile hike (and that’s one-way).

tower to view soaring eagles and hawks. More than 500

Named after Brent Olson, who worked as manager of

eagles migrate through here each year, and it’s one of the

Loess Hills State Forest and Preparation Canyon State Park

top hawk-watching sites in the world (Hawkwatch in

before his death in 2016, the trail winds through the heart

September is a prime time to visit).

of the hills near Little Sioux. Considered a serious hike,

Hiking lures visitors here, too. Ten miles of easy to

Brent’s Trail weaves through native prairie, dense woods,

advanced paths lead through the Pottawattamie

savannas and steep hillsides, some with drops and then

conservation center park.

inclines of several hundred feet.
Dense Woods, Sandstone Canyons

wildflowers color the hills in summer. The Loess Hills

THE DES MOINES AND RACCOON RIVER

State Forest makes up a majority of the hike’s terrain (the

WATERSHEDS, CENTRAL IOWA

four units in the preserve feature additional trekking

Within an hour of Des Moines, three park and rec areas—

options). The trail ends to the south at Gleason-Hubel

Dolliver Memorial State Park, Whiterock Conservancy and

Wildlife Area, also part of the state forest and a great spot

Ledges State Park—make for easy day trips for hikes and

for observing woodland birds.

experiencing state culture.

On the northeast border of the state forest, Preparation

Located 23 miles south of Fort Dodge, Dolliver greets

Canyon State Park rewards backpackers with 10 hike-in

visitors with dense woods of upland oak, restored prairie

campsites, some accessible via a short walk. Trek the

and wetlands for birding. Prehistoric tribes lived in this
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The undulating trail connects with Murray Hill Scenic
Overlook to the north, where yucca and other native

Creek walks at Pea Creek
are a top draw at Ledges
State Park near Luther.
Opposite: The towering
overlook at Hitchcock
Nature Center near Honey
Creek puts viewers eye
level with the area’s
diverse bird species.
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TREE-STUDDED BLUFFS AND
ISLANDS FRAME THE MISSISSIPPI
RIVER VIEWS AT EFFIGY MOUNDS
NATIONAL MONUMENT
AND PIKE’S PEAK STATE PARK.
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Whiterock Conservancy near Coon Rapids
features more than 45 miles of trails,
including 28 miles for mountain biking.

canyon edging the Des Moines River and hunted the area’s
rich habitat for bison, elk and deer. It’s believed they ran
the animals off the sandstone cliffs for an easy harvest.
Early European settlers discovered the animals’ bones,
naming this section Boneyard Hollow; the 1-mile trail runs
through the narrow canyon and connects to the river trail
adjacent for a short loop hike. The area is stunning, with
steep layers of stone in ochres, tans and greens; you can
hike into the canyon or study it from above.
All of the park’s trails connect for a 5- to 6-mile loop.
Another geological highlight, the Copperas Beds trail winds
through the Pennsylvanian-age sandstone sediment that
towers about 100 feet above Prairie Creek. Interpretive
signage explains the geology of the ancient riverbed

section near the park entrance. Nearly 400 species of

eroded over the past 150 million years. Mineral deposits,

plants and numerous insects and pollinators call this area

petrified logs and sticks penetrate the sandstone. Iowa’s

home. Birders will want to make the mile journey to Lost

third state park (Backbone came first and Ledges came

Lake to see ducks, geese, eagles and other species—it’s

next), Dolliver features the hallmark Civilian Conservation

possible to see the Des Moines River from this trail.

Corps stone-and-timber structures defining many of the

Donated by the Garst family, Whiterock Conservancy

early parks. Here, moss layers the stairs leading up the

just outside of Coon Rapids delivers stellar hiking, plus

canyon walls and makes for dramatic photo ops.

mountain biking, paddling, fishing and stargazing. With 45

More rustic structures, paths and bridges built by the

miles of trails through oak savanna and restored prairie, the

CCC stand amid the natural beauty of Ledges State Park

conservancy treats trekkers and runners with plenty of

7 miles south of Boone. Hikers can scramble down the stone

opportunities to get in 10,000 steps.

stairs to Pea Creek; kids of all ages love to explore the creek

A number of multiuse trails, each marked easy to

and the steep sandstone walls carved by glacial melt 12,000

moderate, edge the Middle Raccoon River. Smaller loops

to 14,000 years ago. Hikes lead up the canyon on both sides

climb through woodlands. For a break from the trekking,

of the creek, with top views at Crow’s Nest, Table Rock and

visitors can float the river or cruise the trails via mountain

Inspiration Point. The park welcomes guests in all seasons,

bike (bikes, canoes and kayaks available for rent).

with fresh spring blooms and mosses carpeting the forest
floor, a bright green canopy shading the trails in summer,
falling oak leaves in autumn, and icy overlooks in winter.
For more area geology, stroll through the walk-in
campsites to see the ruins of an old settlement. A stone

Rugged Bluffs, Mystical Mounds
THE DRIFTLESS AREA, NORTHEAST IOWA

The far northeast corner of the state—known for its soaring

fireplace and foundation remain and show off the

limestone bluffs, meandering trout streams, dense forests

stonemason’s handiwork. To see some of the state’s

and rich Native American culture—offers numerous trails to

diverse species of prairie plants, hike through the restored

explore. In the early 1900s, the area hugging the Mississippi
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Native American burial mounds in
shapes of bears and birds are highlights
at Effigy Mounds National Monument
near Marquette. This is the Marching
Bear Group, which consists of 10 of the
animal shapes.

woods in reds and oranges (subscribe to the DNR’s weekly
fall color updates at iowadnr.gov). In winter, a hike through
the snow offers serenity, with eagles and redheaded
woodpeckers, quaking trees and deer sharing their habitat
with visitors. Several overlooks provide epic views of the
Mississippi River islands and bluffs.
Located about 8 miles south of Effigy Mounds, Pike’s
Peak State Park near McGregor celebrates Zebulon Pike,
who explored this area in 1805 in search of a fort location.
His named peak towers 500 feet above the confluence of
the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers. Decking on the
limestone bluff provides views of bald eagles, pleasure
cruisers, fishing boats and barges. In 1846 Charles Lanman

River in Allamakee and Clayton counties was revered for its

wrote of the region: “That portion of the Mississippi which

beauty and considered as a potential national park.

extends from Prairie du Chein to Lake Pepin is the most

Mounds National Monument, Yellow River State Forest and
Pike’s Peak State Park all resulted from the effort. Today,

mountainous and truly beautiful on the whole river, and may
with strict propriety be called the Alpine Region.”
While Pike’s Peak attracts the most visitors, its
11.5 miles of trails let hikers escape from the crowds. It’s

these three parks—all within a 20-minute drive—offer more

possible to park north of McGregor and hike from Point

than 50 miles of hiking trails through wooded, hilly terrain

Ann, which overlooks the town of McGregor, to Pike’s Peak,

for the ultimate trekking weekend.

exploring small waterfalls and ancient burial grounds.

Effigy Mounds, about 3 miles north of Marquette, is a

Study the limestone edging the trail to find sea-life fossils

must-visit for hikers interested in history, nature and culture.

such as brachiopods and cephalopods (though no

Iowa’s only national monument, the park is home to Native

collecting in the parks).

American burial mounds in the shapes of bears, birds,

And for those looking to trek with minimal human

cones and lines constructed between 850 and 1400 AD.

contact, Yellow River State Forest, about 6 miles west of

The shapes were symbolic to the people who created them:

Harpers Ferry, treats visitors with more than 25 miles of

The bear is like the earth, and birds represent freedom,

trails, some leading to backcountry camping sites.

dignity and beauty.

(Backpacker magazine noted the Backpack Trail as the

Fifteen miles of trails, some steep, lead to the mounds.
A hike here is mystical and magical in all four seasons. In
spring, wildflowers carpet the forest floor, with migrating

best hike in the state.)
Terrain here is rugged, with steep slopes, limestone
bluffs and V-shape valleys. You can reach Paint Creek and

birds flitting among the trees. Summer brings out the leafy

Little Paint Creek (both are great for trout angling) from

canopy and multiple shades of green. Fall color peaks here

several access points. Some of the trails in the park allow

in mid-October, with sugar and silver maples lighting the

mountain biking and equestrian use.
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Though not adopted due to the number of towns and
cities breaking up the proposed parkland tract, Effigy

IOWA IS MORE THAN A MARKET TO US,

IT’S HOME.
SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU.
For more than 130 years, VisionBank has been an active member of
the communities where we live and work, and a strong philanthropic
partner committed to investing time and money to meet the needs
of individuals, families, businesses, and entire communities. We take
the responsibility to be good neighbors seriously, and are
committed to our legacy of giving back to our communities.
See what VisionBank can do for your family’s unique financial needs. We
offer several account options so that we can find the best combination
of products and services to fit your family’s individual needs.

CHECKING

SAVINGS

LOANS

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff is available to
help you find the best solution. Give us a call
(800-574-8123) or stop by one of our 8 full-service
locations to see what we can do for you.

www.VisionBank.com | (800) 574-8123 | Ames | Boone | Grimes | Huxley | Ogden

Restoring hope.
Building futures.
Changing lives.

Every child should be
safe in their home.
Help us restore hope
and change lives.
Every donation will help,
please give at www.cfiowa.org.
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MASON CITY

DESTINATIONS

The Stockman House is Frank Lloyd Wright’s only Prairie house
designed in Iowa. It features the wide overhangs, decorative
windows placed in perfect symmetry, low-pitched roof and central
chimney common in Prairie School homes. The structure is one of
three “concrete house cousins” Wright designed in the early 1900s.
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LESSONS FROM
THE PR AIRIE SCHOOL
Frank Lloyd Wright architecture endures in Mason City.
WRITER: MEGAN VERHELST
PHOTOGRAPHER: DUANE TINKEY
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or Frank Lloyd Wright enthusiasts and
Stockman House docents Chuck and
Nancy Sweetman, it’s a bit of good fortune
the couple calls Mason City home.
The northern Iowa town of nearly 30,000
people boasts an abundance of Prairie
School architecture, a style pioneered by
Wright and a group of associates in the

early 1900s. Just east of downtown, the Rock Crest-Rock
Glen Historic District features the characteristics of Prairie
School architecture—horizontality, bilateral symmetry, the
incorporation of natural elements, and an emphasis on
sunlight. Examples of modern businesses emulating the
architectural style abound.
If you ask the Sweetmans, the appeal of Prairie School
architecture rests in design concepts well ahead of their
time, an aesthetic that has somehow managed to
transcend more than a century.
The Stockman House is a testament to that. Designed
by Wright and built in 1908, the house relocated to its
current location and, after an extensive renovation,
converted into a museum in 1992. The house design was
adapted from Wright’s Fireproof House, which was
published in the April 1907 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.
It cost $7,000 to build ($196,000 in today’s dollars).
“Wright designed a lot of big homes for a lot of well-todo people,” Nancy says. “This was one of the unique things
about this house—he said even middle-class people should
have beautiful homes.”
Nearly 3,000 people visit the Stockman House each
year. The house saw a spike and steady rise in visitors
once the renovation of Mason City’s Historic Park Inn Hotel,
the only remaining Wright-designed hotel, was completed
in 2011.
Nearly everyone finds something to admire within the
stucco walls of the Stockman House. “One of the most
overwhelming reactions we hear is, ‘I could live here.
I could move in and live here comfortably,’ ” Nancy says.

“To me, that’s a real testament to how this house has
endured time.”
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Perhaps one of the most enduring

Sweetman. “But here, we have a large

components of Prairie School

opening between the living room

architecture is the open floor plan.

and dining room, and three sets of

“In those days, there was a small room

French doors leading to the front

with a door, and another small room

porch. This was a new idea when the

with a door,” says docent Nancy

home was built.”
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EXPERIENCE THE STYLE
Frank Lloyd Wright fans can live his look
for a weekend at the Historic Park Inn
Hotel (pictured above), located
downtown. With its original art glass
windows and rich woodwork, the
27-room boutique hotel exudes
character and comfort. One of just six
hotels designed by Wright, the Park Inn
remains the only functioning hotel, and
it inspired the design of Tokyo’s Imperial
Hotel. Next door, the City National
Bank, also designed by Wright, looms
large with its brick facade. Both
buildings are available for tours.
For a lasting memory, book the
chef’s table at 1910 Grille, located on
site. The restaurant partners with local
growers to create seasonal menus,

Originally located at 311 First St. S.E.,

fixtures remaining are the built-in

featuring risottos, grilled steaks and

the house belonged to the Stockman

bookshelves and the windows.

fresh salads, and also has a lounge with

family until 1924; it’s passed through at

a billiard room.

least six owners since then. It was

was to allow in as much natural light as

occupied until 1987 before it was put up

possible or borrow as much light as

For more on Mason City’s Prairie

In Prairie School design, the intent

Style legacy, take the 90-minute walking

for auction. As part of the restoration,

possible from other rooms. The addition

tour of the Rock Crest-Rock Glen

the Stockman House was furnished

of interior windows, as seen behind the

Historic District. The tour covers the

with period Arts and Crafts furniture.

desk, allowed this to happen.

Wright on the Park gift shop, the

The only Wright-designed original

Stockman House and six additional
homes, including a 1959 Usonian space
designed by Wright apprentice Curtis
Besinger. Visit wrightonthepark.org for
more information and tour times.
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During the house’s restoration, the
River City Society for Historic
Preservation commissioned a local
carpenter to construct a dining room
table from one of Wright’s designs.
While the furniture isn’t original, the oak
trim, floors and built-in cabinets are.
Chuck Sweetman noted many
visitors will comment on the low height
of the house’s door frames. No, people
weren’t shorter a century ago—it was
an intentional design. “The reason for
that is so when you enter a room, it
feels bigger and grander than it
really is,” Nancy says. “It’s an illusion.”

n
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Impacting our communities
one meal at a time

During a time of uncertainty, we have remained steadfast in our commitment to serve
those in need. Helping individuals get the nutrition they need, delivered to their homes,
is more important than ever.
Now and moving forward, Mom’s Meals will be here, working to make a remarkable
difference in our communities.

www.momsmeals.com

FOOD & DINING
A Des Moines-area chef grows his business with help from local farms, including his own near Story City. See story, page 64.
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Edible flowers and fresh mint garnish a
wild berry crisp with granola crumble and
vanilla bean ice cream.
WINTERSET
AMES
STORY CITY
IOWA FALLS

FOOD & DINING
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Opposite: Des Moines-based chef Aaron
Holt maintains his family farm near Story
City. He’s planning on renovating the barn.

FROM
FARM
TO
TABLE–
AND
BACK
M A ST E R C H E F
A A RON HOLT
BR I NG S F I N E
DI N I NG C L OSE R
TO I T S SOU RC E S ,
SC AT T E R E D
AC ROS S T H E IOWA
C OU N T RYSI DE .
WRITER: WINI MORANVILLE
PHOTOGRAPHER: DUANE TINKEY

IA FOOD & DINING I 85

F

or the past two decades, Iowa chefs have

up there, too. Holt, who was named the Iowa Restaurant

become increasingly committed to sourcing

Association Chef of the Year in 2018, was previously
the executive chef at the popular Ro-CA restaurant in

their products as locally as possible and
to ensuring that their menus march to the

Des Moines. He knows how to craft fresh, thoughtful

beat of the seasons. Indeed, farm-to-table

cuisine that’s Iowa hearty, strikingly refined and perfect for

has gone from movement to mindset. It’s

both the season and sense of place.

a driving force behind the way most of our
better chefs approach their craft.

Chef Aaron Holt, however, is doing something Iowans

don’t see quite as often. Not only is he committed to the

At last autumn’s Lone Oaks Farm event, the evening
set sail with diners milling about the barn and grounds,
grazing over a spread of Iowa cheese and charcuterie
served with locally grown crudités, herbs and edible

farm-to-table ethos, he’s moving the table closer to the farm.

flowers as well as locally produced honey. The bounty was

Buying from Iowa food growers and producers whenever

arranged atop a large wooden farmhouse table—the type

possible, Holt partners with winery and event-venue

of sturdy surface you could imagine threshers gathering

owners to stage dinners in rural and small-town locales.

around a century ago.

Often, these events require diners to drive through

For the subsequent courses, guests settled family-

fields, meadows and woodlands—and that’s a joyful part of

style around large, linen-draped tables framed in a

the appeal. For example, four times a growing season, Holt’s

gracefully rustic scene of rough-hewn wood beams decked

cuisine is featured in the “Dinner at the Barn at Lone Oaks

with wildflowers and festooned with string lights.

Farm” series. Located on an acreage near Winterset and

Most plates showcased products from local artisans

set amid a gently sloping landscape of grasses, wildflowers

and producers, as well as vegetables from area growers.

and timber, the Barn is a circa-1850s structure that’s been

A salad course starred fresh mozzarella from Lost Lake

beautifully restored as a performance and events venue.

Farm near Jewell and ’nduja—a spicy salami spread—from

“The coolest part of these dinners is the setting,” Holt
says. “You’re meandering along this back road of Madison
County and you roll over this hill, and you see this big,

La Quercia in Norwalk, with organic greens from Dogpatch
Urban Gardens in Des Moines.
Next, braised Iowa pork belly, produced from heritage-

beautiful old barn surrounded by all this countryside.”

breed Mangelitsa pigs raised by Kerns Farms near

THOUGHTFUL CUISINE

corn. A main dish of seared Iowa beef steak came crowned

Holt is being modest here: Certainly, one of the coolest

by a shallot gravy spiked with Templeton Rye from

Clearfield, arrived atop a pool of poblano-studded sweet

parts of the dinners is the setting, but his food ranks right
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Continues on page 92

Holt dishes beautiful plates of local meats,
produce and even whiskey. Here, a prime
grade Iowa beef tenderloin filet is topped
with Templeton Rye gravy and paired with
asparagus and potatoes.
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“MY GREATGRANDMOTHER
PLANTED A
MULBERRY TREE
ABOUT 70 YEARS
AGO, AND
THE REST JUST
POPPED UP.”
AARON HOLT

Doolittle Farms, Holt’s farmstead near
Story City, grows mulberry trees and other
old-fashioned favorites such as rhubarb
and wild blackberries.
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1

1. Holt grows asparagus and other vegetables at Doolittle Farms, his
Story City-area retreat. 2. The farmhouse dates to 1905; Holt plans to
convert it and the barn to event space. 3. Huts on the farm were used to
dry popcorn for the Story Theatre Grand Opera House, which opened
in 1913. 4. Holt’s daughter Olivia often helps with the strawberry harvest.

2

4

3
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FARM-TO-TABLE DINNERS FEATURING AARON HOLT
Currently, Holt partners with a variety
of locations to offer his farm-to-table
dinners. A great way to keep up on
where he’s cooking is to follow him on
Facebook, at Doolittle Farms LLC, as
well as to follow these venues, via
social media links on their websites:

Covered Bridges Winery, Winterest
coveredbridgeswinery.com
Lone Oaks Farm, near Winterset
loneoaksfarmia.com
The Open Door, Iowa Falls
opendooriowa.com
Prairie Moon Winery, Ames
prairiemoonwinery.com
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The restored 1850s barn on Lone Oaks Farm
near Winterset serves as a rustic-chic
backdrop for Holt’s seasonal dinners.
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Continued from page 86

Holt may describe himself as a lazy farmer, but he is

Templeton. And note that it was gravy, not sauce—we are,

hardly lazy. In addition to producing numerous farm-to-

after all, dining in a barn.

table dinners throughout the year, he holds a day job as a

For dessert, the wild-berry crisp starred local

culinary consultant at Sysco, a food distributor, where he

raspberries and blackberries, plus the underappreciated

advises Iowa chefs and restaurateurs on how to up their

mulberry, that wild-tasting berry that grows like a weed in

game. He also offers chef-driven dinners at private homes.

cities, towns and the countryside throughout Iowa. This
berry, which some Iowans curse for staining their cars in

FOCUS ON LOCAL

midsummer, is the same berry that Iowa farm wives have

While fresh and local remain Holt’s modus operandi for his

made into beautiful crisps, cobblers and pies for decades.

dinners throughout Iowa’s growing season, in winter, when

DOOLITTLE FARMS

was apparent at a dinner held at Ames’ Prairie Moon Winery.

fresh isn’t always possible, “local” still remains a focus. This
The mulberries, in fact, came from one of the dozen mulberry
trees on Holt’s own farm, Doolittle Farms, near Story City.
“My great-grandmother planted a mulberry tree about
70 years ago, and the rest just popped up,” says Holt.
Holt’s ancestors settled in the area in 1886, eventually

Served in a great room overlooking the wintry
landscape of dormant grapevines, the four-course meal
featured zucchini, cauliflower, golden carrots and broccoli
that Holt had purveyed in season from local growers, then
diced and froze. Conveniently, his farmhouse has an old-

establishing the family farm in 1905. He grew up in nearby

fashioned root cellar, which housed the autumn harvest of

Ellsworth and has lived in central Iowa all his life. After

sweet potatoes, parsnips and onions. All was brought to

attending Iowa State University’s hotel-restaurant institute

life during dinner, which included a cast-iron seared salmon

while working in a number of Ames restaurants, he moved

with a winter vegetable sauté and an Iowa beef short rib

to Des Moines, honing his craft at seminal restaurants
Sage and Sbrocco, before heading up the kitchen at Ro-CA.

with a sweet potato hash.
In addition to his dinners at the Barn at Lone Oaks

In 2019 Holt bought out his uncle’s share of the farm

Farm and Prairie Moon Winery, Holt also heads up similar

partly with the goal of keeping the property in the family.

farm-to-table gatherings at the Covered Bridges Winery in

These days, with the help of a seasonal employee and

Madison County and the Open Door, an events center

some volunteers, Holt cultivates about an acre and a half of

crafted from a renovated circa-1900 building in Iowa Falls.

gardens. A self-described “lazy farmer,” Holt says much of

In the future, he hopes to bring dinners home to his

his output includes perennial edibles, such as strawberries,

own farm. Last year, while picking strawberries at the farm

rhubarb and asparagus, though he also grows lettuces,

with his daughter Olivia (age 5 at the time), he realized she

tomatoes and peppers. The recently planted orchard will

was the fifth generation to gather food from his family’s

one day provide apples, pears and peaches, while

stretch of land. His dream for Doolittle Farms is to one day

springtime finds Holt foraging through the nine acres of

convert the 1905 farmhouse and 1916 barn into event

timber for mulberries, wild blackberries, ramps, morels and

spaces. He’s working toward that goal with his day job and

chicken-of-the-woods mushrooms. For summer 2020, he

side hustles, while introducing Olivia—and one day, her

was planning to add chickens, ducks and bees to his small-

little sister, Josephine—to the ancestral tug of growing

scale operation.

what we eat.
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Spectrum Lighting and Interiors
offers the largest selection in
lighting, ceiling fans, lamps and
lampshades, artwork and mirrors
for your residential or commercial
lighting projects. We also offer
complete fixture repair and
restoration services. Visit our
beautiful remodeled showroom
to bring your vision to light.

(515) 276-5088 | spectrumlighting.biz

For Iowa
For Ever

Live. Give. Better Together.

As Iowans we are proud of our agricultural roots.
For generations our commitment to the land and
livestock has not only fed the world, it has built
strong communities. Keep Iowa Growing provides
an opportunity to consider how your agricultural
assets can continue this legacy of community
support today and for generations to come.
Learn more about growing a legacy of giving at
www.keepiowagrowing.org or (515) 883-2626.
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COUNCIL BLUFFS
DES MOINES
AMES
CEDAR FALLS
CEDAR RAPIDS
IOWA CITY

FOOD & DINING

COVERT
COCKTAILS
Get in the Prohibition-era
spirit at Iowa speakeasies
new and old. These bars play
hard to get (into), but the
drinks are worth the hunt.
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Opposite: Iowa City’s Clinton Street Social
Club dishes delicious concoctions such as
the Aviation (with gin, maraschino liqueur,
fresh-squeezed lemon and crème de
violette) and tasty bites, including oysters
on the half-shell, charcuterie and cheese
boards, and bacon-wrapped dates.
This page: Cedar Falls’ Bar Winslow leans
into its historic roots (it’s located in an
1850s hotel) with classic cocktails such as
the Old-Fashioned.

Prohibition banned the sale of
alcohol in the United States during
the 1920s and early 1930s.
Many bars stayed open, though—
they just kept a low profile,
sometimes literally (think basement
hideaways). Speakeasies, as the
clandestine clubs were called,
served spirits on the sly to
customers who found the right
doors, said the right words, and
knew the right people. Prohibition
ended, but not the appeal of the
backdoor booze era. Today,
several Iowa bars—old and new—
offer that intoxicating air of
speakeasy secrecy.
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Bar Winslow

Clinton Street Social Club

CEDAR FALLS

IOWA CITY

Find this new-in-2019 Prohibition-

Sandwiched between two larger

inspired craft cocktail bar in the historic

buildings, the entrance is easy to miss.

Black Hawk Hotel—once known as the

Stairs lead up to the bar—and views of

Winslow House. Go old-school with an

Old Capitol and the Pentacrest. Fresh-

Old-Fashioned, get a little tipsy with a

squeezed juices and house-made

Leaning Sour of Pisa (with nutty Pisa

mixers flavor cocktails such as the

liqueur), or feel the sting of Bees on Fire

bracing Destination Wedding in the

(gin, lemon, honey and cinnamon).

Arctic Circle (gin, vermouth and green

Vintage bonus: original penny tile on

Chartreuse), deadly Grandpa’s Coffin

the floors. (115 Main St.)

(bourbon, applejack, scotch, sugar and

Iowa Taproom

(scotch, lemon and honey-ginger).

bitters), and cure-all the Penicillin

DES MOINES

While you wait for a table upstairs at

(18 ½ S. Clinton St.)

this East Village spot, check out Ken’s,

R.G. Books Lounge

the new, not-so-secret basement

CEDAR RAPIDS

speakeasy. Try cocktails like

Open the door in a bookcase wall to

Bootlegger’s Breakfast, County Line

enter a dimly lit room with more books.

Transfer, Dilley’s Printing Press Punch

Play the United Nations card by ordering

and Hot Buttered Rye. Early this year,

an Irish Russian in Cancun (Patron

the Taproom and famed whiskey maker

coffee liqueur, Stoli, cream and Bailey’s).

Templeton Rye threw a party to

Or stick to one country with the French

celebrate the 100th anniversary of

(Stoli Razberi, Chambord and pineapple

Prohibition eve. (215 E. Third St.)

juice). For domestic bliss, try RG’s
Sazerac (rye, absinthe, bitters, sugar

Cellar 626
AMES

In the back of Cyclone Liquors (enter

and lemon twist). (3611 First Ave. S.E.)

Barley’s Bar

through the beer cooler door), the Cellar

COUNCIL BLUFFS

is a classy lounge garbed in modern

This saloon-style speakeasy doesn’t try

decor and open only on certain nights.

to hide, but it has that old-timey feel,

The cocktails, twists on classics, are

with lots of woodwork and brick. Beer is

named for current and former employees:

the star (it was illegal during Prohibition,

The Stan is an Old-Fashioned with an ice

too), with taps rotating lagers, pale ales,

ball, the Hannah is a vodka basil smash,

malty brown ales and stouts. Barley’s

and Mercer Style is an Italian margarita.

favors Iowa craft brewers, like Exile in

Expect heavy pours. Cellar also offers

Des Moines and Coralville’s Backpocket

cocktail, spirit and wine classes.

Brewing, maker of coffee stout Wake

(632 Lincoln Way)

the F Up Iowa. (114 W. Broadway)
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Bailey’s Bar in Council Bluffs exudes a
vintage vibe. Find an extensive selection
IPAs, sours and other beer favorites, as
well as pub-food favorites such as
burgers and fish and chips.
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M USE UM

art | history | nature

we can’t
wait for
you to visit
in person

Through exhibits and art, explore the
cultural impact of one Scandinavian
nation on America.
ALSO FEATURING

35 acres of native beauty accentuated
by trails and innovative design
elements.
Historic buildings and grounds.

THREE ICONIC BUILDINGS
PERMANENT COLLECTION & SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
WALKING TOUR OF SCULPTURES ON THE GROUNDS

Active research library with
professional genealogy assistance.

online

Contemporary Design Store.

VIRTUAL TOURS OF THE GALLERIES
VIRTUAL CLASSES & CAMPS
DIGITAL RESOURCES TO ACCESS WHEREVER YOU ARE
ABOVE Entrance to the Des Moines Art Center by Eliel Saarinen, 1948, the first of
three iconic buildings by three world class architects. Photo: Rich Sanders

Online programs and virtual tours.

Highly rated membership magazine.

“A jewel in middle America.”
2212 WASHINGTON STREET
ELK HORN, IOWA 51531

LEARN MORE AT
DESMOINESARTCENTER.ORG
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WWW.DANISHMUSEUM.ORG
@DANISHMUSEUM

A R T S & C U LT U R E
Iowa state parks’ centennial inspired 20 Iowa State University artists. See story, page 106.
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DAVENPORT
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NO
LONGER
ADRIFT
T H ROUGH DA I LY
A S SIGN M E N T S ,
DAV E N P ORT
P HOTOGR A P H E R
R A N DY R IC H MON D
E X P L OR E S T H E
C OM P L E X I T I E S A N D
SU BT L ET I E S OF
NAT U R E A N D BEYON D.
WRITER: KELLY ROBERSON

Randy Richmond enjoys photographing
(and trout-fishing) the spring-fed streams
in northeast Iowa. This image is a stream
flowing into Big Mill near Bellevue, which
is protected by the Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation. “The Iowa Driftless is a fragile
region worthy of protection,” he says.
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n his Driftless series, Randy Richmond trains his

until 2 a.m., then I’d go home and sleep until 7, then get up

camera lens on a corner of the Midwest left mostly

and start on a photography assignment I gave myself,”

untouched by glaciers. His images capture layers of

Richmond says. “I did a lot of self-exploration, a lot figuring

nature’s quietude, everyday spots—a bend in a

out how to communicate with the camera.”

creek, an undisturbed stand of a few conifers—that
we’re disinclined to notice.
The prints are both historic in their execution—

a selenium print process—and thoroughly modern,

LIVING LEAN

The combination of Richmond’s upbringing—a crowded
house, limited resources—and his internal motivation

executed with digital photography. They’re also

provided a helpful guide during the evolution of his

representative of Richmond’s career: a random collection

decades-long career. Full-time father to his daughter after a

of fortuitous moments that add up to a serious statement

divorce, he was well practiced at living lean. When digital

about what it is to create art right now.

cameras became widely available, he resisted at first—

“I didn’t have a plan,” says Richmond, 58, who lives in
Davenport. “I didn’t have a list of things to accomplish to
get from point A to point C. I didn’t care what people liked

staying true to his large-format camera that shot 8x10 film—
but the cost became too much.
“I learned how to create a feast on under $10 and we

or didn’t like. I came into contact with people that also

lived incredibly cheaply,” he says. “But I had to reinvent

believed in what I was doing and liked what I was doing,

myself, and that dreaded word ‘digital’ had to be addressed.”

and they were the right kind of people to push me forward.”
Most artists struggle for attention at some point in
their careers; Richmond’s fight to be noticed began much

When he first embraced digital, Richmond would
arrange things on a scanner, remove a background, and
combine it with other things. His viewpoint began to garner

earlier in life. His was a crowded household—he was the

notice by museum directors, show organizers and gallery

fifth out of six children growing up in Muscatine—and he

owners.

escaped first on a bicycle as a teenager, regularly riding
100 miles on weekends. He went next to the University of
Iowa, where he picked up the camera.
“While I was a college student, I became obsessed
about learning about art—I would spend long afternoons in
the art library pulling out photography books,” Richmond

“Randy’s work has a fascinating combination of
intelligence, technical mastery and homage to photographic
tradition,” says Susan Watts, owner of Olson-Larsen
Galleries in West Des Moines. “It has a certain grace as well.”
Carolyn Levine of Muscatine has known Richmond for
more than 20 years. “What intrigues me about Randy’s

says. “That was a huge part of my education.”
He began experimenting with photography between
long shifts at a hot dog cart. “One summer, I worked

In his “Blue Jays” image from his Nature
Morte series, Richmond explores
perceptions of other people, groups and
cultures based on fiction. Here, he studies
the blue jays’ reputation as noisy bullies due
to their eating of eggs from other bird
species. In fact, this rarely happens in nature.
“Swan,” from the same series, highlights the
restoration of trumpeter swans in the state.
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work,” she says, “is what he brings to the world of art–work
that incorporates subject, process and paper in ways which
are current and historical but completely new and creative.”
NATURE MORTE

That approach is clearly evident in his recent still-life, or
Nature Morte, project (see images on page 103), which
Richmond calls “the most important thing I’ve done.” All his
previous work was “either practice or problem-solving or
research that landed in this project.”
The striking still lifes, which were the subject of a 2019
six-month solo exhibit at Davenport’s Figge Art Museum,
incorporate different genres of art history: the Nature Morte
paintings of the northern Renaissance, the dramatic
lighting of Neoclassical portraiture, and the soft focus of
the Pictorialist photography of the early 20th century.
“The still lifes are actually staged, arranged and
photographed outside, but they are lit as if they were in

RANDY
RICHMOND

a studio using portable flash equipment,” he explains.
The stories depicted in the works are based on “what
I see happening in the world today,” Richmond says.
“The art history I use to present these stories indicates that

technician) and photography. He still relies on his old habit
of giving daily assignments. “I have my cameras out every

a lot of these issues I illustrate have been going on for

day and I work every day—I treat myself as an employee,”

years and are the fruit of seeds that were planted decades

he says.

and even centuries ago.”
The project stemmed from Richmond’s observation

Most of his most notable works are digital photos,
turned into a high-resolution negative, then printed by hand

that “photography was getting weighed down by too much

onto handmade papers. It’s an unruly process, he says, but

technology too fast. I wanted to slow things down and

one that offers up rich, inky shadows and details.

see if I could get people to look back over their shoulders
to see what possibilities we might have missed.
“I believe that the still life … has always been a great
vehicle to express ideas in a quiet way,” he adds.

Richmond’s work reflects the ruminative nature of his
life, the quiet that was almost a requirement of his youth.
His photography lets him speak, and that has perhaps
saved him. “I discovered there were things I could talk
about but not actually say. There were things that needed

TEACHING AND LEARNING

to be addressed from the quiet fifth kid that I could

Richmond’s patchwork career now includes teaching at

address visually without telling somebody,” he says. “Being

St. Ambrose University (he’s the school’s art studio

able to speak without words became an important thing.”
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Help children during the hungriest time of year.

Kids should hunger for
adventure, not dinner.
Summer can be a time of hunger and anxiety for over 100,000 Iowa
kids who rely on school for regular meals — especially this year.

Learn how you can help at
www.foodbankiowa.org

Stopping Hunger
Starts Here

s t aycation
MAKE YOUR

A TOTA L T R I P

Can’t get no satisfaction from mind-numbing chain hotels? Want to escape that home you’ve been stuck in for
months? Then it’s time to unwind like never before at Iowa City’s hottest new urban resort. The Bohemian Hotel
is a one-of-a-kind urban resort for families looking for a different kind of staycation. It’s a funky fusion of upscale
style and hippie vibe, that flips the bird to ho-hum hotel chains. Hang out at Iowa City’s largest indoor pool,
featuring a spacious indoor/outdoor courtyard with ping pong table, cornhole, croquet, bocce ball, and fire pits.
When you check-in, select your favorite album from our vinyl library and give it a spin on your in-room record
player. Your distinctive guest room offers a cozy sitting area and environmentally-friendly touches like bamboo
toilet paper and all-natural soaps and shampoos.

THEBOHEMIANHOTEL.COM
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LEHIGH
FOREST CITY
KEOSAUQUA
SOLON
DUNDEE
DUBUQUE

ARTS & CULTURE

ART IN THE PARKS
A C OL L A BOR AT ION BET W E E N T WO STAT E
AGE NC I E S A N D I SU Y I E L D S A
C E L E BR AT ION OF A RT A N D T H E OU T D OOR S .
WRITER: BETH ESLINGER

Detail of “Vessel” by Joe Muench, an ISU art and visual culture professor.
The work explores the metallurgic history of Mines of Spain State Park near Dubuque.
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Video still from Colby Clark’s “Around the Park,” which gives viewers a 360-degree view of Stephens
State Forest near Chariton. Clark works with 4-H youth through ISU Extension.

IA ARTS & CULTURE I 107

S

ometimes nature inspires art in the most
serendipitous of ways. For Iowa State
University visual arts professor Nancy
Thompson, it was a perfect sunset

For Muench, the Mines of Spain, a National Historic
Site, was a natural fit—iron mining has occurred at the site
for some 8,000 years. His three-dimensional steel diptychs
“Passage” and “Vessel” record the experience of walking

following a hailstorm that sparked one

through a dramatic limestone canyon on the Horseshoe

of her works for 20 Artists, 20 Parks, a

Bluff Trail.

celebration of the centennial
anniversary of Iowa state parks.

As part of the project, professors and graduate

students from ISU dispersed to state parks for artist-in-

DISTINCT WORKS

In addition to Muench’s metalwork and Thompson’s pastels,
the works by the participating artists are as diverse as the

residence programs, creating works inspired by the visits.

parks themselves—there are paintings, photographs,

Each artist collaborated with the park’s ranger to study the

sculptures, wood-turnings, textiles, video and more.

flora and fauna, unique geology, and cultural and
architectural features. “As a result of these combined

Thompson helped choose the professors and graduate
students who participated in the project. While many are

activities, each park has a special focus placed on it,

affiliated with the ISU College of Design, several come from

encouraging visitors to travel to the parks, revisit old

other disciplines, including botany and soil sciences.

favorites and seek out new, undiscovered treasures,” says
metalsmithing expert Joe Muench, the artist-in-residence
at Mines of Spain near Dubuque.
Thompson spent nearly a week at Lacey Keosauqua

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources selected
the project’s parks. Some artists requested particular
parks, while others welcomed the challenge of a new
environment. Each park ranger led private tours of their

near its namesake town on the Des Moines River. Despite

workplace. “The intention was to scope out the parks to

some of the worst flooding in recent history, the park

find places that were special,” Thompson says.

provided numerous moments of beauty, including after that

At Backbone near Dundee, Iowa’s first state park,

hailstorm, when the clouds were alight with oranges and

biological/premedical illustration professor Kimberly Moss

pinks. She recreated the scene in pastel. In addition,

explored the yin and yang of her subject matter. To show

Thompson painted a triptych of Wesley Creek—the park

the macro side of the park, she burned isolines on a wood

ranger’s favorite spot—and two other works.

Continues on page 112

Artist and professor Barbara Walton
borrowed part of her title “The Weight
(I Wandered Lonely As A Cloud)” from
a William Wordsworth poem. She painted
the scenic Mississippi River vistas at Pikes
Peak State Park near McGregor.
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Artist and professor Nancy Thompson painted a favorite Lacey-Keosauqua State Park view in her
“Triptyich of Wesley Creek.” The park is near Keosauqua.

“Backbone Unearthed” by biological/premedical illustration professor Kimberly Moss explores the
larger topography and minute details found at Backbone State Park near Dundee.
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In his piece “The Beauty Within,” botany professor and woodworking expert Robert Wallace carved the shape of Lake Darling
into his walnut vessel and filled the shape with gold leaf. His park, Lake Darling, is located near Brighton.
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Continued from page 108

panel (think a topographic map). To illustrate the minute
details, she added little doors that reveal realistic-looking
bones, birds, insects, fish and plants.
“While hiking Backbone, I saw an array of wonderful
things right at my feet—mushrooms, fossils, feathers,
bones, insects and more that had such extraordinary forms,
patterns and colors,” she says. “The longer you look at one
organism, the more details you see, and you can begin to
unravel how they exist in their habitat at Backbone.”
ALTERNATIVE ART

Other artists opted for sensory ideas. For his Lake MacBride
(Solon) project, architecture professor Firat Erdim recorded
a kite choir, using vibrating metal strings to make music. Soil
microbiologist Omar De Kok-Mercado and new media
professor Austin Stewart recorded an entire moon cycle at
Brushy Creek State Park’s prairie (near Lehigh); they
manipulated the images into a series of videos. And former
music professional and current design grad student
Christopher Yanulis performed a song and created a mixedmedia video, shot with his iPhone, to give an impressionist
view of Pilot Knob State Park near Forest City.
The project resulted in meaningful connections—and
creative collaborations. “I greatly enjoyed my involvement
in the project, complete with on-site visits, including one
with park ranger Elli Slouha on a steamy hot August day
last summer,” Muench says. “I certainly appreciated her
insightful information about the park, its history and its
natural features.”
More Centennial Park Art
Inspired by New Deal-era travel art,
graphic designer John Bosley of Bozz
Prints in Valley Junction, West Des

The Iowa Arts Council helped with grant funding and
the continued promotion of the art. All the works “exhibit
the natural wonders of Iowa,” says Veronica O’Hern, grant
services and artist programs manager with the Iowa Arts

Moines, created commemorative prints

Council. “This project shows how the arts can be used to

for the parks’ centennial anniversary

celebrate the anniversary of the parks.

this year. Popular state park art includes

“It’s important to have ways to affect the quality of life

Ledges, Maquoketa Caves, Pikes Peak

through history, culture and nature,” she adds. “It’s why

and Backbone. Available in multiple

people choose to stay and live in Iowa.”

n

sizes—starting at a postcard and
ranging up to 24 by 36 inches—most
prints are made in-house on archival
paper. See bozzprints.com for details

For more information about events, parks, and the artists and

and purchasing information.

their works, search “20 Artists, 20 Parks.” The projects are
currently scheduled to display Sept. 30, 2020, to Jan. 8, 2021,
at Clarinda Carnegie Art Museum and Jan. 30 to May 9, 2021,
at the Sioux City Art Center.
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A drawing instructor, Anna Segner captured the magic of summer and memories of family camping trips in her
piece “Midsummer.” She worked at Rock Creek State Park near Kellogg.
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114 I ARTS & CULTURE IA

In partnership with the Iowa
Department of Cultural Affairs

A NEW TWICE-MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER
From river to river, Iowa
is stunningly beautiful,
unexpectedly cool, and
refreshingly modern.

Subscribe today!
iapublication.com/newletters

THE RIDE TO
YOUR DREAMS
IS EASIER WITH THE
RIGHT PARTNER
You have big dreams. Of owning your own home, growing a business or taking your farming
operation to the next level. Making these dreams a reality is much easier with a partner
who’s along for the ride. A banking partner with the resources to make big things happen.
Stop by your local Bank Iowa and let’s talk about your dreams. Then...

Altoona: 515-967-7283
Johnston: 515-727-4484
West Des Moines: 515-225-0710
www.bankiowa.bank/letsmakeithappen

