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Jim Reynolds welcomes
freshman Eric Payne of
Dayton as WC’s crop of new
students meet the senior
administration before a picnic
lunch hosted during New
Student Orientation by the
president and Sue Reynolds
at Firbank Fell. As the fall
semester progressed, the
Reynolds’ enjoyed hosting
a lunch or dinner for small
groups of first year students,
which gives the freshmen and
transfers an opportunity get
to know the first couple on a
more personal basis

Dear Alumni and Friends:
Perhaps like many of you, this is the time of the year when
I take the opportunity to recount. Perhaps like many of you,
this time of the year often finds me scattered, frazzled and
in need of peace and reflective time. There is something
incredible about the end of a semester in academia – often
times, the end is more frenetic than the beginning and
carries with it a special type of “craziness” that only those of
us who work in education understand.
But, also like many of you, in the quiet moments that I
have late at night or early in the morning before the pace
picks up, I give silent thanks for a place to work that allows
me to be part of something larger than myself. As I have
these reflective moments, I sometimes see the faces of
the many students who come to this place to find meaning
and purpose in their lives. The work that we collectively do
for them is remarkable and bears witness to our hope for
a better life for them and their families – both present and
future. It’s hard not to find a great deal of pride and joy in
being a part of what we do here. Certainly, there are times
when we find discord and feel frustrated but in relationship
to the significance of what we do, these inconveniences pale
in comparison. I can’t think of any job I have had that has
as much meaning to me personally as the job we do at this
place.
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The time we have at the end of one year and the beginning
of a new one is meant to be a time for reflection – for an
accounting of where we have been and a plan for where we
wish to go in the future. Our College has taken good steps
forward in the past six years that give us the opportunity to
make plans for a successful future. We have new facilities
on our campus that support the good work of the faculty
and staff. We have completed a strategic planning process
that will provide us a road map for future endeavors. We are
now almost 90% of the way to a successful completion of
our comprehensive fundraising campaign.
But what’s most important, what continues to drive many
of us, is knowing that we are living our calling. We are called
here to improve the lives of our students and each day, I see
that happening. So, in this time of reflection and planning,
I hope that you’ll continue to support our College and our
students in whatever way you can. For that, you have my
sincere gratitude.
With great respect for all of you,

Jim Reynolds
President
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Celebrating

Our Proud

History

On August 11, 1870, local Quakers purchased 17 ¼ acres of
land and an unﬁnished building for $11,334 at an auction with
the intention of establishing a four-year college dedicated to the
ideals espoused by the Society of Friends and the belief that an
enlightened society would ﬂourish for the good of humankind.
Thus, Wilmington College was born. Much has happened over
the past 150 years: young lives transformed, lifelong friendships
established, knowledge gained for the good of society and
students prepared to go out and change the world.

Your College invites you to share in our sesquicentennial celebration
running from late summer 2020 through spring 2021.
— Join WC students, faculty, staﬀ and the local
community Homecoming Weekend for the
150th anniversary kickoﬀ event in downtown
Wilmington. On Friday evening, Sugartree
Street will be closed for a party worthy of such a
milestone (and featuring one of the biggest rock
bands of the 1970s-80s).

Homecoming Weekend

Sept. 25-26,
2020

Special programming throughout the year is
in the works, along with such commemorative items as a coﬀee table book depicting the College’s
history, plaques highlighting campus buildings and the identiﬁcation of those “Heritage Families” with
an enduring century-plus aﬃliation with WC.
[p.4]
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From the left, Veronica Sawyer, played by Jennah Blair, wishes to become popular in high school by seeking friendship with The Heathers: Heather Chandler
(Bylee Martin), Heather Duke (Riley Gatlin) and Heather McNamara (Brittany Barnett).

EDUCATE, ENLIGHTEN AND ENTERTAIN
Fall programing ran the gamut featuring arts through Westheimer
The fall 2019 semester continued Wilmington College’s
long-running offerings of quality programming designed to
educate, enlighten and entertain both the campus and greater Wilmington communities.

Alum’s black and white drawings offer
alternative views of the world
In the art scene at WC, summer patrons enjoyed an exhibit — running the scope from “realism to abstraction and
beautiful to bizarre” — featuring two of Wilmington College’s own, Hal Shunk, professor of art, and David Rupp, a
carpenter with the Physical Plant. Shunk’s works, which he
called “Phostics,” combined photography and the hot wax
media known as encaustics, while Rupp shared his love for
nature through his impressive photography.
Alumnus Jonathan Evans ’97 opened the 2019-20 season
at Harcum Art Gallery with an exhibit of black and white

Opening reception guests enjoy viewing Jonathan Evans’ Harcum Gallery
season-opening exhibit in late August.
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Saxophone players, from the left, Jordan Moore, Isabella Quickel, Alejandra Velazquez de Leon, Jeremy Hatton perform at the Quaker Thunder Pep Band’s “Sounds of the
Season” concert in late November.

photographs and drawings.
“As an artist, I have long been interested in portraiture,
realism and how the relationship between light and shadow allow us to create a visual representation of the world
around us,” Evans said. “There is a simplicity and profundity
in depicting the visual solely in black and white. As Newton
observed, color is not inherent in objects.”
Next up was the exhibit, “China Photographs,” by Sean
Wilkinson, a former art faculty member at Harvard University, who challenged the viewer to dig deep and consider the
“ambiguity and obscurity” evident in his works. The fall concluded with a mini-show featuring the photographic work of
WC students.

Add some music to your day
The campus had plenty of opportunities to add some music to its day with performances by WC’s musical groups and
several guest artists.
The now 40-member strong Quaker Thunder Pep Band,
which performed admirably at all home football games
under Stephen Wadsack’s direction, capped its fall campaign
with a “Sounds of the Season” concert featuring greatest
hits from their games, along with holiday favorites.

[p.6]

A week later, the College Chorale, directed by Gina Combs
Beck ’91, offered its Winter Holiday Concert, which featured
“Believe” from The Polar Express, “Carol of the Bells” and the
choral group’s all-time favorite, “Ding-A-Ding-A-Ding.”
Other Music Dept. events included a concert of early music by The Harper and the Minstrel, a.k.a. Jay and Abby Michaels, who had been performing at the nearby Renaissance
Festival, along with a piano recital at the Murphy Theatre by
virtuoso Dr. Sun Min Kim. Department faculty members hope
this will be the inaugural event of a chamber music series
co-hosted by WC and the Murphy Theatre.

High quality of local theatre on display
with Company and Heathers
Wilmington College-Community Summer Theatre’s production of Stephen Sondheim’s Company, the Musical found
Bobby, played by Bryan Wallingford ’02, forced to question
“the tick-tock” of what it means to be single among a group
of married friends. Over the course of a series of remembered
dinners, drinks and even a wedding, friends explain the pros
and cons of taking on a spouse.
Sondheim’s Company, which was directed by J. Wynn Alexander, is largely regarded as a trailblazer of the dark-com-

1988 film has become a cult classic and its stage and musical
adaption an instant favorite. But it was a dark comedy with a
message.
Director Bryan Wallingford described the show as “Legally
Blonde Meets Mean Girls Meets Carrie.” The dark comedy
tackled, via often-grotesque violence and satire, such social
issues as bullying, the impact of toxic relationships, parental
failure and teenagers’ desire to be popular at any cost.
The show featured freshman Jennah Blair in the role of Veronica Sawyer, who longs to be part of the in-crowd as represented by the three Heathers, and Lachlan O’Neill as Jason
“J.D.” Dean, who is a demented, Slushie-guzzling stranger
with plans to put the Heathers in their place.

Featured in Company, an amazed Bryan Wallingford ’02 (RIGHT) views Bekah
Muchmore Wahl ’14 proving to her husband, Matt Purkey, that her karate
lessons are worth the expense.

edy, modern-musical genre, and featured a brilliantly brisk
and energetic score containing many of the composer’s bestknown songs.
WC Theatre’s production of Heathers, The Musical was
the fulfillment of numerous actors’ long-time wish, as the

College earns national award for
enrollment success
The College last summer took home the national runner-up
trophy and a $1,000 award in a competition of colleges and
universities working with Hobsons, a leader in educational technology that works with schools in fostering student
success.
The Education Advances Award represented excellence in
the “Match & Fit Admission” category of awards presented at
Hobsons Summer Institute in Marco Island, Fla.

Freshman Chloe Mason solos in the College Chorale’s performance of “You’re Here” at its Winter Holiday Concert in early December.
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The accolades resulted after the College brought in its
largest cohort of freshmen in the institution’s 148-year history in fall 2018, in addition to a record entering class when
accounting for both freshmen and transfer students. Also, the
school’s overall enrollment at its main campus in Wilmington
eclipsed 1,100 for the first time since 2007, the eve of the
national recession.
Dennis Kelly, senior vice president/chief enrollment officer,
said earning such a prestigious award was “absolutely humbling” especially when considering the number of nationally
known, flagship universities in attendance like Rutgers, Georgia, Colorado, Clemson and Johns Hopkins.
“I was happy to see my colleagues, Adam (Lohrey) and
Danny (Harp), (senior leaders of the Admission Office),
recognized on a national stage,” Kelly said. “While walking
through the hotel lobby the next day, one of the Hobsons
people came up to me and said, ‘How does it feel to be the
top college in the nation?’”
Indeed, the winner, Stony Brook University, is an institution
with 26,000 students in New York.

Fall semester realizes solid enrollment
While not a record-breaking crop of new students like in
2018, the College enjoyed a healthy enrollment fueled by
a substantial freshman class and the retention of returning
students.
Some 1,111 full and part-time students comprised the
main campus enrollment while the two branches in Cincinnati,
Blue Ash and WC’s growing academic program at Cincinnati
State, enrolled 120 students seeking bachelor’s degrees.
Regarding the main campus, 341 students marked the third
largest freshman class since 2010 and, when combined with
returning freshmen, at 413, constituted the second largest
freshman class since 2009. This year’s entering class boasted an impressive 3.42 grade point average from high school
or previous colleges, with 55 students earning perfect 4.0
GPAs.
The entering class comes from 14 states and six countries
outside the United States, and 56 students are designated
as legacies, which means they have a parent, grandparent or
sibling who attended or attends the College.

enrolling and graduating large proportions of economically
disadvantaged students.
This year’s “Best Colleges” ranking at 24th is the highest
for the College since 2008 when it was 23rd in the Midwest
Region, which includes 98 schools from Ohio, Wisconsin,
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas,
Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and North Dakota.

November was Native American
Awareness Month
Elder Leon Sam Briggs, a Tonawanda Seneca, is a spiritual leader of the American Metis Aboriginal Association. He
spoke on Native Americans’ traditional teachings regarding
the healthful affect of natural herbs and the environmental
impact of indigenous plants. He also shared insight into the
“indigenous healing model, which restores the spirit and
brings unity and connection within Native American communities.
Also, Douglas Blue Feather, a blood Cherokee who
was adopted by the Lakota Nation, returned to campus to
perform ethereal Native American melodies on his wooden
flutes. The Office of Inclusion and Diversity sponsored both
his popular performance and Briggs’ visit.

U.S. News ranks WC in top 25 percent
of Midwest colleges
Wilmington College ranks in the top quarter of colleges in
the 12-state Midwest Region, according to the U.S. News &
World Report’s 2019 “Best Colleges” issue.
U.S. News defines regional colleges as those that focus
on undergraduate education and grant fewer than half of
their degrees in liberal arts disciplines. Criteria include such
data as first year retention rate, graduation rate, peer assessment, percent of classes under 20 students and alumni
giving rate.
In addition, Wilmington College ranked 17th in the Midwest Region among “Top Performers on Social Mobility” for
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Elder Leon Briggs, a Tonawanda Seneca, visited campus as part of Native
American Awareness Month in November.

Ron Cordy is featured in Michael Snarr’s book, Faithful Witness in a
Fractured World. He works with persons in addiction recovery and the
homeless in Wilmington.

Michael Snarr’s new book offers
examples on ‘How Not to Be A Crappy
Christian’
Ron Cordy is a burly, bearded and rough-looking guy with
a penchant for wearing sleeveless shirts. While perhaps
looking the part of a prototypical Hell’s Angel sans the
motorcycle leathers, rather, he is closer to another type of
angel.
WC’s Dr. Michael Snarr ’86, professor of political science, and Dr. Nicole Johnson, professor of philosophy and
religious studies at Mount Union University, feature Cordy
among seven exemplary Christians who are actually living
their faith in their new book, Faithful Witness in a Fractured
World; Models for an Authentic Christian Life.
They approach the subject from the perspectives of a
“theologically inclined political scientist” (Snarr) and a
“politically inclined theologian” (Johnson). Snarr spoke
about the book, which is subtitled How Not to Be A Crappy
Christian. at the first program in this year’s Campus Ministry
Quaker Lecture Series in October.
Their book highlights the stories of seven individuals from
various Christian backgrounds who are “quietly and humbly”

living out their understanding of their Christian vocation,
according to Snarr. Included are several exemplars with ties
to the local community.
Cordy is a man whose past included crime and drug addition. Today, he is devoted to helping others, some who are
homeless and some in addition recovery — some check both
boxes.
“While we’re here, I don’t know what our responsibility
is other than to help people, just like Jesus Christ did,” said
Cordy, a guest speaker at the lecture. “I don’t know how we
can sit around and say we’re Christians if we don’t speak for
those people. I was helped by others when I was down and
out.”
Snarr wants young, non-Christians to be aware of such
true ideals of the faith as those featured in the book, rather
than painting all Christians with the broad brush of being
judgmental, antigay and hypocritical, which top the list in a
survey of that demographic.
“We (Snarr and Johnson) don’t have a recipe for how not
to be a crappy Christian — you’ll have to figure that out for
yourself,” Snarr added. “Mother Teresa, said, ‘Find your
Calcutta.’”
Other presenters in the lecture series were Quaker pastor
Jim Newby, who spoke on his new book, Reflections from
the Inner Light: A Journal of Quaker Spirituality, which one
reviewer described as his “spiritual opus,” and WC senior
Emma Marks, who shared insight into her senior capstone
research paper.
Marks’ paper, “Colonization’s Deadly Consequences:
Analysis of British Colonization and Death Penalty Retention,” examines the relationship between a country’s history
of British colonization and its use of the death penalty
today.

29th Peace Symposium looks at water
justice; LaDuke calls oil pipeline conflict
at Standing Rock ‘a Selma moment’
Wilmington College delved into the relationship between
peace and the environment through the lens of water justice
when it presented the 29th annual Westheimer Peace Symposium Oct. 1.
Author/activist Winona LaDuke gave the keynote address
on “Human Rights: The Rights of Nature
and an Era of Extreme Extraction and Climate Change.” A two-time vice presidential candidate with the Green Party, the
acclaimed environmentalist and economist is known for her work on tribal land
claims and preservation, along with sustainable development. The Harvard-educated LaDuke is closely associated with
Winona LaDuke
the Ojibwe White Earth Reservation in
Minnesota.
LaDuke described as “a Selma moment” — referring to
a flashpoint in the American Civil Rights Movement — the
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conflict between the Standing Rock Sioux and an oil pipeline
installed near the tribe’s water source on reserved lands
in North Dakota. The Sioux believe their water rights are
threatened, especially with the pipeline planned to go under
the Missouri River, for which the Obama Administration
refused to approve an easement. Donald Trump quickly
overturned that executive order.
“A just society needs to value the rights of humans and
the rights of nature above the rights of corporations,”
LaDuke said, noting we live in a society “addicted” to fossil
fuels. “We waited for someone else to come solve our problems, and they didn’t, so I’ve spent my life trying to figure
out how to solve it ourselves.”
LaDuke quoted Lakota leader Sitting Bull in saying: “Let
us put our minds together to see what kind of future we can
make for our children.”

Cincinnati Branch consolidates satellite
campuses at Cincinnati State
Wilmington College’s partnership with Cincinnati State
Technical and Community College has elevated to new
heights as WC’s Cincinnati Branch is operating solely from
the Cincinnati State campus beginning this winter.
The College has taken over a wing of CSTCC’s main
building for its offices and classrooms. WC students there
will have the opportunity to enjoy many of the amenities
inherent on a campus of 6,500 students.
In 2003, CSTCC invited the College to start a bachelor’s
degree completion program at the Cincinnati State location.
Nearly 450 students who earned associate’s degrees at Cincinnati State have gone on to complete their baccalaureate
studies and graduate from Wilmington College.
For more than 30 years, WC’s branch locations have
maintained a strong educational presence for adult learners
in the Cincinnati area. The Tri-County branch was established in 1984 and a satellite campus at Eastgate followed
in 1997. In fall 2007, those two branches consolidated at a
new campus in Blue Ash, which, in turn, has now folded into
Wilmington College’s Cincinnati State campus.

Alumni react to
Quake Radio and
a favorite prof
To the editor:
In the last issue,
regarding The Quake
Radio, I’m not sure if
it was WC’s “first.”
In my freshman
or junior year (I
lived in Austin
Hall both 196263 and 1964-65),
there was a very low
power radio station in
Austin Hall.
Thomas E. Burg ‘66

To the editor:
Bill Kincaid was one of the most memorable math
professors I had during my time at Wilmington College.
I also remember him as a dedicated track and cross
country coach. One of our track meets was during the
Xenia tornado. I believe that same tornado went right
over us during a track meet that day. I’m sure, Bill, you
remember that day. The unidentified student with Bill
I believe is Daryl Young. Wishing Bill a wonderful and
fulfilling retirement!
David Hruska ‘75

Bill Kincaid chats with two students, Heinz Finkes ’74 (right) and Daryl Young in
this 1974 photo.
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Freshman Luke Watson joins the 2019 entering class in placing their mark as the
latest legion to engage in the Wilmington College tradition of “signing in” to their
WC experience as part of New Student Orientation in late August.

At the International Club’s biannual International Food Festival in November, Eric
Lundquist and Anton Berglund, seniors from Sweden, serve the traditional Swedish
fare of meatballs, mashed potatoes and lingonberries. Recipients of the bounty — and
other foods ranging from Costa Rican and Serbian to Brazilian, are Chip Murdock,
director of diversity and inclusion, and former men’s soccer coach Bud Lewis, who

Junior Katelyn Abney competes at the equestrian’s team home West-

serves as a part-time recruiter of international students.

ern Horsemanship Show in November.

[p.11]

CAMPUS NEWS

Leonard Guindon (RIGHT)
congratulates Bill Kincaid
last spring at a reception
held in the longtime math
professor’s honor.

Alum shares ‘a slice’ from Bill Kincaid’s
early years at WC
EDITOR’S NOTE: Leonard Guindon ’74 responded to
the cover story in the last LINK about math professor
Dr. Bill Kincaid retiring after 50 years at the College.
I first met Bill early in his amazing Wilmington career.
It was the fall of 1973 and I was already well into a double major of my two loves — soccer and Legenia (my future wife). Soccer season was winding down and Bill came
recruiting for the track team. He’d observed that midfielders
did a lot of running and might be potential distance athletes.
Somehow he convinced me that running around in circles —
well, actually ovals, with no ball to chase, no potential goals
to score — was a noble pursuit.
Anyway, Bill was very enthusiastic about the prospects for
a spring track season and gave me a regimen of daily workouts for the winter. To my surprise, the guiding principle of
Bill’s plan was the use of LSD! Turns out that LSD stood for
“long, slow distance.” So throughout the cold Wilmington
winter months I went out on my hour to two-hour runs,
building a base of conditioning upon which, come warmer
weather, Bill would apply his demonic interval training on
the track.
Now, if soccer was the scorned stepchild of the Wilmington Athletic Dept. in the pre-Bud Lewis years — three
different coaches in four years, uniforms from the distant
past, an away game on Homecoming (ours not theirs!) —
then track wasn’t even in the family.
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If memory serves, and remember this was so long ago
that races were measured in yards not meters, we had a
cinder track around the football field. And when it rained,
there was a low spot where the water would gather and all
six lanes became one big mud puddle. I can’t remember that
we ever had a home meet that season. And we didn’t have
competitors for all events.
But we did have Bill, a coach that loved what he was doing
and believed in his athletes. I experienced a bit of success
that season and I attribute it to Bill’s tough workouts and
to his confidence that I would do well. His confidence in
me made me want to explore the outer edges of endurance
when I was running those endless ovals.
After I graduated, I remained in the area and Bill and I
stayed in touch. He got me to join him and friends for weekend road races: 5Ks, 10Ks and longer. That introduction to
recreational running has remained with me ever since. And
so I credit Bill in a large part for the good health I have been
blessed with.
My story is just a tiny slice of the astounding 50 years
Bill has served Wilmington College. It must be multiplied by
100s for a full measure of the good work he has done and
the positive impact he has had on our lives. Well done and
many thanks, Bill!
Leonard Guindon ‘74
Jerusalem, OH

From the left, WC students Shelbi Mays, Ashley Boone and Jared Shoemaker are all busy on their smartphones during a basketball game.

MEDIA CLEANSE

Students give up smartphones for 24-hour experiment
A class of Wilmington College students learned how the
nation’s obsession with smartphones and digital media is, in
some measure, preventing them from living their lives both
in person and in the present.
A culminating project in Dr. Audrey Wagstaff’s Mass
Media in a Global Society course involved a 24-hour media
exclusion exercise in which her students refrained from digital media use for a full day. That’s right! No iPhone, Google
Pixel 3XL or Samsung Galaxy, no Internet, social media,
video games or anything else associated with a smartphone.
Wagstaff, associate professor of social science, said her
students were instructed to keep a journal, recording how
they felt being estranged from their devices. She noted that
they emerged from that experience with a more realistic
view of how media use can consume time, distract them
from face-to-face interaction, alter their sense of reality
and, in essence, manipulate their lives.
“I found that, while some found this (exercise) to be more
uncomfortable than getting a root canal, many emerged
from the experience not only unscathed but also committed to taking the time to disconnect from their devices and
reconnect with others — even themselves — in meaningful,

deliberate, fully present communication,” she said.
Wagstaff cited a student who underwent the media
cleanse over Thanksgiving break and stopped by his grandmother’s home.
The student shared, “It was nice to live in the moment and
actually be invested in my time with her rather than worrying
about my phone. I couldn’t agree more that families need to
have less screen time and more face-to-face time together.”
Several students expressed the “relief” they felt after
24 hours of being “unplugged,” while describing the anxiety they manifested in believing they were “missing out on
something.” Indeed, several students described their phones
as a “safety net” and a “safe place to go to feel included.”
One student took a unique approach to recording a journal
of the experience in the form of letters written to her iPhone.
“I think we needed this break to realize what we mean to
each other,” she wrote. “I was your slave, not your companion. You’re supposed to help me and support me. This
relationship is toxic. I’m glad I got to do this project. I never
had a good excuse to stop using you until now. Things are
going to change!
“It’s not me; it’s you.”
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NAGASAKI CROSS
College returns atomic-bombed relic
to Japanese cathedral
Randy Sarvis
Wilmington College’s Peace Resource Center returned a wooden
cross this summer that was recovered from the ruins of a Catholic
cathedral destroyed in the 1945 atomic-bombing of Nagasaki.
Dr. Tanya Maus, director of the Peace Resource Center (PRC),
led a five –person entourage of WC students and staff members
on what she described as an “international goodwill gesture of
peace and reconciliation” in Japan.
The cross was part of the PRC’s display of items related to the
atomic-bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki since it was given
to the Center in 1982.
“As an artifact that embodies the sufferings of those Urakami
parishioners who died in the atomic bombings, it is held sacred by
those of the Urakami Cathedral — and should be returned,” she said.
Maus said the church held a special press conference Aug. 7 for
returning the cross, followed by a mass Aug. 9, the bombing anniversary, at which the cross was welcomed back as Campus Minister Nancy McCormick processed with the artifact at the service.
“They were overjoyed that the Peace Resource Center recognized
the sense of loss and pain that resulted from the atomic bombings
and destruction of the cathedral,” she said. “The people there appreciated that one small piece of what was lost was returned.”
The cathedral, which took 38 years to build and opened in 1938
was “destroyed instantly” when, at 11:02 a.m., Aug. 9, 1945, the
American military dropped a second atomic bomb on Japan, following the one that decimated Hiroshima three days earlier. Ground zero
was a densely populated valley in Nagasaki that held a concentration
of the city’s 11,000 Catholics, 8,500 of whom perished.
“The return of the cross gave the archbishop and people in the
parish a new energy to have new conversations about the use of
nuclear weapons,” she added.

The cross is pictured
hanging in the Peace
Resource Center,
as it did from 1982
until this past July.
The Urakami Cathedral in Nagasaki is pictured in January 1946, months after the
atomic bombing. (Photo in the public domain by Aihara Hidetsugu)
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From the left, atomic bombing survivor and Urakami Cathedral parishioner Fujita
Chitose, Archibishop Mitsuaki Takami and Dr. Tanya Maus view the cherished
relic. (Photo courtesy of Asahi News)

Maus noted how visitors to the PRC from Nagasaki in recent years were especially “moved” when hearing about the
origins of the cross. “I thought it would be better to have it
returned to Nagasaki — (WC President Jim Reynolds) agreed
this was the right thing to do,” she added.
Maus shared her knowledge of what was a 74-year journey of the meter-long wooden cross with gold-colored trim
culminating with a trip half way around the world in a guitar
case and its presentation at the rebuilt Urakami Cathedral.
U.S. Marine Walter Hooke apparently retrieved the cross
from the rubble of the Catholic cathedral, with permission
from the bishop of Nagasaki, he claimed, and sent it to his
mother in the United States. A Catholic, he was stationed in
Nagasaki shortly following the atomic-bombing.
Many in the United States believe that the nuclear bombings
hastened the end of World War II while, within several months,
as many as 226,000 mostly civilians in the two Japanese cities
succumbed either from the initial blast or radiation poisoning.
Maus noted that Hooke, who died at age 97 in 2010,
became publicly critical of the A-Bomb’s use on civilian populations in Japan and, as a member of the Atomic Veterans’
Assn., advocated for compensating U.S. military personnel
who were exposed to radiation, during both the testing and
deployment of nuclear weapons.
During those protest activities, Hooke’s path crossed with
that of Barbara Reynolds, a staunch, anti-nuclear weapons
activist and the founding director of the Peace Resource
Center, who had many connections to the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Hooke gave the cross to the PRC in 1982.
Maus, who’s been director since 2015, said a serendipitous series of events led to the return of the cross to
Nagasaki. Last spring, she attended a Japan-related conference at which she learned of Dr. Hirokazu Miyazaki, an
anthropologist at Northwestern University who is known as
a “peace correspondent” for Nagasaki.
Miyazaki is writing a book about the 1927 Doll Exchange,
an initiative led by the American United Council of Churches
in which more than 11,000 dolls were given to children in

Japan nearly a century ago. Wilmington area Quakers contributed seven of the dolls.
Last year, the College’s campus minister, Nancy McCormick, led the making of 108 Quaker-style rag dolls that
she and Maus presented in Nagasaki and Hirado, Japan, as
another international gesture of goodwill.
Miyazaki was excited to learn of this modern version of the
doll exchange and visited Wilmington this spring to interview
the women making dolls. Maus subsequently learned he had
ties to the Catholic community and cathedral in Nagasaki.
“He reached out to the archbishop in Nagasaki, Mitsuaki Takami, who didn’t know the cross existed here,” Maus
said, noting that Asahi journalists located a photograph of
the cross lying in the ruins of the cathedral taken in August
1945. She said a Japanese news organization has reported the Nagasaki Peace Assn. had been trying to locate the
Christian symbol for 30 years.
“Very few artifacts from the cathedral were retained and
that’s why it was so crucial to give back that cross, which is
so deeply tied to their identity,” Maus said.
Takami welcomed Maus’ offer to return the cross Aug.
7 while she was in Nagasaki attending the Atomic Bomb
Victims’ Memorial Peace Prayer Ceremony Aug. 9. It is now
displayed at the rebuilt Urakami Cathedral.
“This is something we needed to do,” Maus said. “These are
connections that help build a more peaceful world. Most people
think of Hiroshima in connection with the atomic bombings. The
cross created a way for a greater focus on Nagasaki this year.”
The Isaac Harvey and Lew Marcuson Travel funds at WC
supported the contingent’s travel to Japan. Junior Mikaela
Prescott traveled with Maus and McCormick to Japan, where
they met senior Emma Marks and junior Julio Olivarez, who
were engaged in a summer internship with the Asian Rural
Institute. All five participated in the activities in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.
EPILOGUE: Interestingly, Pope Francis heard about the
“bombed cross” and, during a visit to Nagasaki in November,
he alluded to it in a speech calling for nuclear disarmament.
The cross was readily visible in the backdrop during the pontiff’s address.

Fujita Chitose holds the “Hibaku Maria” (atomic-bombed Maria) as Nancy
McCormick processes with the “Hibaku Jujika” (atomic-bombed cross) at the
mass on the 74th anniversary of the bombing of Nagasaki. (Photo courtesy of
Chunichi Newspaper)
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Campus Minister Nancy McCormick is pictured with the more than 100 Japanese Friendship Dolls at her home in the days before she went to Japan.

FRIENDSHIP DOLLS

Campus minister offers Japan goodwill gesture of 108 handmade dolls
“These symbols —
the dolls for children
and returning the
cross — represent
peace, hope, new life
and power over evil.
They continue to be a
symbol of peace and
innocence that was
lost all over the world
when we become
aggressors.”
– NANCY MCCORMICK
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Randy Sarvis
Nancy McCormick’s plan for making
ragdolls with friends to send to Japan
blossomed into something much greater. It became a journey, she believes,
ordained by providence.
McCormick Wilmington College’s campus minister since 2016 and a member of
the Class of ’97, brought 108 handmade
dolls to Japan last summer as part of a
WC goodwill entourage that included WC
colleague Tanya Maus returning a cross
that survived the atomic bombing of Nagasaki to a Catholic church some 74 years
after that catastrophic event.
“These symbols — the dolls for children and returning the cross — represent
peace, hope, new life and power over evil.
They continue to be a symbol of peace
and innocence that was lost all over the

world when we become aggressors,” she
said.
McCormick shared the story of giving
a doll to an elderly A-bomb survivor who
was playing with a doll in 1945 when
the bombs landed in Japan. “These sweet
dolls did quite a bit of healing.”
She noted, “There’s something much
bigger here” than simply the cross, the
dolls and those WC people who liberated
them.
“When I was a younger person, I
thought I knew who God was, but as I’m
older, I’m blown away with the mystery
of God,” McCormick added. “Never in
a million years did I ever think I’d go to
Japan — especially carrying two suitcases
of dolls and a cross in a guitar case!”
Maus invited McCormick to join her
on the sojourn to Japan so the campus
minister could personally deliver the dolls

to elementary schools in Hirado and Nagasaki. They participated in the annual Atomic Bomb Victims’ Memorial Peace
Prayer Ceremony in Nagasaki on Aug. 7, the 74th anniversary of that city’s atomic bombing.
“My life has been so touched by the story of this cross,”
McCormick said, noting the experience of handing over of
the cross to the archbishop, the prayer ceremony and presenting the dolls to schoolchildren was exceptionally moving
and meaningful.
The story of the 1927 Friendship Doll Exchange headed by the United Council of Churches with participation
from Wilmington College and local Quakers inspired her to
consider the doll project. The Meriam R. Hare Quaker Heritage Center at the College featured some of those historic
dolls, including one from WC known as “Ellen C,” in a 2010
exhibit.
“I thought I’d get people together — in community — and
make these dolls and send them to Japan,” McCormick said,
noting that such an activity provides a setting for gaining a
deeper knowledge of one another. “Stories start erupting.
You think you know people, then you hear their stories of

tragedy and grief, joy and celebration — surrounded by the
innocence of the dolls.”
The 100-plus dolls feature the efforts of numerous
persons — ages six through early 80s — including McCormick and her sisters in Massachusetts and Iowa, local Girl
Scouts, Wilmington Friends Meeting, Chester Friends, Xenia
Friends, Springfield Friends, Cincinnati Eastern Hills Friends
and other community members who gathered for doll-making sessions at Papsy’s Place and The Cotton Junkie in
downtown Wilmington.
Going to Japan took on added meaning for McCormick
with regard to her family. Before she was born, she lost
an uncle serving in the U.S. Navy in the Pacific Theater in
World War II.
“My mom could not forgive the Japanese,” she said.
“When we would talk about Japanese culture, she couldn’t
understand my interest in it – she thought I was naïve. I
wasn’t of that generation who lived through those atrocities
of war — committed on both sides.
“But we need to be over it and let God’s love heal our brokenness as we build bridges of peace, hope and love.”

The Wilmington College contingent of, from the left, junior Julio Olivarez, Nancy McCormick, junior Mikeala Prescott, senior Emma Marks ’19 and Dr. Tanya Maus
pose with some of the Japanese school children who received Friendship Dolls.
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MILESTONES
Faculty/staff recognized
for accomplishments
Pam Baessler

Kendra Cipollini

Carl Coatney

Stacey Conley

Sheila Corcoran

Steve Cucovecki

Teresa Curry

Tina Dell

Alan Frankel

Tarius Hagood

Becky Haines

Libby Hayes

Sue Hutchins

Holly Ibaugh
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Sharron Colon

Several faculty members earned accolades for teaching
excellence this fall from regional consortiums, including the
Southwest Ohio Council for Higher Education (SOCHE) and
Greater Cincinnati Collegiate Connection (GC3).
CHAD MCKAY ’13, assistant professor of agriculture,
earned GC3’s Teaching Excellence Award at its 32nd annual
Celebration of Teaching Luncheon featuring recipients from
the consortium’s 18 member institutions.
SOCHE gave Excellence Awards to: Dr. ALAN LEDFORD
’02, assistant professor of sport management and program
director; Dr. RUSSELL KINCAID, professor of mathematics;
and Dr. AUDREY WAGSTAFF, associate professor of social
science. New this year, SOCHE established Excellence
Awards for staff members and those from WC are:
CARL COATNEY, athletics equipment manager; PATTI
KINSINGER, retired head reference librarian; and DEBBIE
TRIANCE, Student One Stop Center representative.
In its annual December Excellence in Education issue,
OHIO magazine honored McKay, Ledford, Kincaid and
Wagstaff.
Dr. PAUL MOKE ’75, professor of political science and
criminal justice, participated in a panel discussion hosted
by the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C.,
on the topic of “The Role of the Chief Justice: Past and
Present.” Moke is the author of an acclaimed biography of
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Earl Warren.
Dr. TERRY RUPERT was awarded the title athletic
director emeritus upon his retirement as director of
athletics and vice president for athletic administration. He is
continuing at the College as an associate professor of sport
management.
Promotions included HEATHER MILLER ’10; from
admission counselor to assistant director of admission
and senior transfer admission counselor; SHARRON
COLON, from Cincinnati State degree completion program
coordinator to associate director for external programs;
and RANDY SARVIS, from director to senior director of
public relations. Also, STEVE CUKOVECKI ’14 and TIM
WIEDERHOLD ’15 were promoted to senior admission
counselors.

WC trustee and local attorney BILL PEELLE spoke in
the agriculture law course in October about such business
organizations as partnerships, corporations and limited
liability companies, as well as estate planning — all with an
agriculture focus.
SANDRA NEVILLE completed her term on the Board of
Trustees this summer. Her service from 2008 through 2019
included serving as vice chair. Trustee ALAN FRANKEL ’65
also left the Board in 2019. His service began in 2015 after
several years on the President’s Advisory Council.
The College recognized service milestones involving 11
faculty and staff members at the Opening Year Meeting in
August.
They are: 30 years —PAMELA BAESSLER, assistant
registrar, and J.D. CALLEN, electrician with the Physical
Plant; 25 years — DONNA MCCLUGHEN, administrative
assistant in the Office of Academic Records; 20 years —
TERESA CURRY, benefits and payroll coordinator; 15 years
— Dr. Kendra Cipollini, professor of environmental science;
10 years — SUE HUTCHENS, registrar; and five years —
SHARRON COLON, Cincinnati State program coordinator;
STACEY CONLEY, athletics business manager; SHEILA
CORCORAN, Cincinnati Branch academic records specialist;
LIBBY HAYES, director of human resources; and LYNN
RATLIFF, administrative computing specialist.
BECKY HEILAND HAINES ‘72, fine arts secretary and
theatre technician who started working at WC some 46
years ago, currently holds the distinction as the longest
serving employee.
Several staff members left the College during or after the
fall semester and are pursuing other opportunities.
HOLLY IBAUGH, administrative assistant to the vice
president for business and finance since 2016 and
Conference Services coordinator, left the College in
July, while TARIUS HAGOOD ’17 was an admission
representative from his graduation through December
2019. TINA DELL ’03, assistant to the vice president for
student affairs since 2018, left WC after September to
accept a position with Rivers Crossing Community Church.
Also, MICHELLE MONTGOMERY, alumni event and travel
coordinator and previously an admission assistant since
2010, left the College in October.

Russell Kincaid

Patti Kinsinger

Alan Ledford

Chad McKay

Heather Miller

Paul Moke

Michelle
Montgomery

Sandy Neville

William Peelle

Terry Rupert

Audrey Wagstaff

Tim Wiederhold

Randall Sarvis

Debbie Triance
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Sophomore violinist Kevon Warren entertained guests at the Philanthropic Leadership Appreciation event in October.

PHILANTHROPIC LEADERS HONORED
Kirschner: ‘Our campus is a magical place’
Randy Sarvis
Wilmington College senior Roman Kirschner is realizing his
American Dream.
A native of Czech Republic, he shared the story of his journey to study in America with those gathered at the College’s
Philanthropic Leadership Appreciation event in mid-October.
Kirschner was recruited to play soccer at WC, but since
NCAA Division III does not allow athletic
scholarships, his academic prowess earned
him financial assistance from the Hiatt
International Study Fund, a scholarship
established by former Dean of Women and
Trustee Muriel Hiatt and her family.
“Wilmington College acknowledged my
potential and granted me the opportunity
to prove myself,” Kirschner said. “The ColRoman Kirschner
lege extended its helping hand and I have
held onto it ever since.”
He has excelled academically and looks to graduate summa
cum laude in May.
Kirschner had always wished to express his appreciation
personally to Hiatt, but the nonagenarian’s failing health
prevented her from attending College events as she had for so
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many years. When Kirschner learned Hiatt passed away in July,
he made it a point to attend her memorial service — “not only
to pay homage to her, but also to disclose with her family the
importance of her help to me.” Indeed, he spoke with Hiatt’s
children, Richard and Ann.
“It was one of the most impactful moments in my life, and
I am afraid there simply aren’t words powerful enough that
could fully capture the emotions that I felt at the time,” he
added. “(Coming to Wilmington) has ineffably marked the
beginning of the most defining life chapter for me.”
Kirschner played two years of soccer, leaving the sport after
his sophomore year as a satisfactorily completed “episode in
my exhilarating journey through academia,” which has led him
to “ultimately redefining myself as an intellectually curious
individual.”
He praised the College’s academic opportunities, especially
his access to faculty members who have encouraged his academic acuity.
“Our campus is a magical place; it is a place where one is
held spellbound by the abundance of resources which encourage intellectual growth,” he said. “It is a place where one is met
with an unswerving support — it is a place where education is
done right!”
Kirschner is applying for entrance into a self-designated
Continued on Page 22

#GIVINGTUESDAY

Record 611 donors propel daylong campaign for unique campus projects

ing the students that were
Students, alumni, faculty,
helping us with the campaign,”
staff and friends of Wilminghe said, noting that, not only
ton College marshaled forces
did they do “a tremendous job”
on #GivingTuesday (Dec. 3)
with the videos and pre-camto set a participation record
paign work, but they also were
of 611 donors as $100,000
heavily invested in convincing
was raised for special campus
their peers on campus to make
projects.
gifts to the campaign.
During last year’s ban“We had one student give
ner daylong campaign, the
us $50 and several who made $20 gifts. As we got closer to
College’s goal was to raise a record $75,000 in a day — the
the 500-gift goal, their excitement grew and several students
final count was a whopping $100,000 from 276 donors. This
actually reached into their own wallets and pulled out a dollar
year’s #GivingTuesday focus was to increase the number of
or two to ‘loan’ to their classmates funds so they too could
gifts by successfully engaging 500 donors during the 24-hour
participate.”
period.
Wahrhaftig said enthusiasm on campus was palpable as
Ultimately, 611 persons — many of whom were WC stuthe campaign exceeded giving levels and challenge gifts were
dents — participated in the record-setting day in which the
“unlocked” throughout the day.
College matched last year’s record total by raising $100,000.
Prior to #GivingTuesday, the Advancement Office secured a
Matt Wahrhaftig ‘94, vice president for advancement, said
commitment of challenge gifts from a heavily engaged donor,
the College’s emphasis for #GivingTuesday is not only to
who committed $5,000 gifts once the 200 and 400-gift levels
raise dollars, but also to use the day as an opportunity “to
were achieved and an additional $15,000, which was unlocked
demonstrate the power and impact that philanthropy has on
upon hitting the 500-gift goal.
our campus. We wanted to show that every gift matters to
When they reached the original goal early Tuesday evening,
Wilmington College.”
Wahrhaftig believed there was a chance to exceed 600 gifts
Indeed, they highlighted that concept by using the Twitter
by the strike of midnight. The combination of gifts that origihashtags #handsonlearning and #handsongiving throughout
the campaign.
#Giving Tuesday is the day in which persons across the naContinued on Page 22
tion contribute to their favorite charities
and not-for-profit organizations and
institutions. It’s the philanthropic brother to the popular Black Friday, Small
Business Saturday and Cyber Monday
promotions following Thanksgiving.
Wahrhaftig and his team camped out
in Pyle Student Center lobby most of
the day, sharing information on the 16
special campus projects that comprised
the focus of the day’s giving.
“It was a remarkable day,” he said.
“We had so many people come by Pyle
and visit with a word of encouragement
while dropping off a gift. It is heartwarming to see what we can do when
we pull together as a community.”
Indeed, Wahrhaftig enlisted the Communication Arts Dept. to work on #GivingTuesday as a class project for which
they generated a social media campaign
Senior Michael Smith (RIGHT) presents a #GivingTuesday gift to Matt Wahrhaftig in support of the College’s
geared toward getting fellow students
excited about the day’s promotion.
Isaac Harvey Fund. Smith has been a beneficiary of the fund that assists students with travel expenses for
“One particularly fun note was watch- academic and mission-related trips
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Whether it’s donors
recognized at the
Philanthropic Leadership
Appreciation event or gifts
realized on #GivingTuesday,
students like these are the
real beneficiaries of the
support and generosity of
alumni and friends.

Continued from Page 20
Master of Liberal Arts program at the University of Pennsylvania.
Other student speakers at the event were senior Emma
Marks, who spent a “life-changing summer” with student
interns from around the world at Japan’s Asian Rural Institute.
“I learned that community can be built from complete strangers
from 22 countries,” she said, adding that a favorite memory
was singing John Lennon’s utopian song, “Imagine,” with those
former strangers.
Junior Mikaela Prescott joined the WC entourage returning
the atomic-bombed cross to a cathedral in Nagasaki, Japan,
this summer. She noted how “these acts of restoration still
matter” and shared her dedication to the concept of returning
Native American artifacts displayed in various museums to
indigenous communities.
Those student testimonials are a manifestation of how the
Wilmington experience is impacting the lives of students — and

how alumni and friends are affecting the lives of students
through scholarships and other means of support for the
College.
“You’ve internalized the message of why philanthropy is so
important to the College,” President Jim Reynolds said to the
donors honored at the event, noting the “intangibles’ they receive in return for their gifts — like helping prepare students for
a life of service and success — are “immeasurable.”
As part of the ceremony, the College inducted new members
into the Sam Marble Society, an ever-growing group of alumni
and friends who have endowed a fund or included the College
in their estate/retirement plans.
The 2019 inductees are: Tony Dobbels (in memory of
Tammy Dobbels ’92), Elizabeth Copithome Garvey ’65, Kitty
Johnson ’67, Donald Rauch ’67 (in memory of Rebecca Hazard
Rauch ’61), Jania Sommers ’69 and former team doctor John
Turba, M.D.

Continued from Page 21
nated on campus and online giving by alumni and friends that
evening eclipsed the stretch goal with 611 total gifts.
He expressed his elation for the support the College received from its many stakeholders.
“It’s hard to put into words how thankful we are to everyone who supported this effort made on behalf of our students,” he said. “Students were instrumental in our success —
and they will be the beneficiaries of the campaign, It was great
witnessing their passion for WC,”
This year’s campaign featured 16 special campus projects,
including funding: student scholarships, seed money for a
chamber music series, for enhancing Disability Services, immersion trips sponsored by the Office of Diversity & Inclusion,
a sound lab, professional soccer benches, the upgrading of the
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Harcum Art Gallery lighting system and a lab for the emerging occupational therapy program. Also, funds were raised to
stage the second Quaker Tank entrepreneurial competition,
as well as to enhance entities under the umbrella of Quaker
Media (Quake Radio, The Witness student newspaper and
Woodhouse literary magazine).
The most unusual project might be funding a Foucault
Pendulum, which is a visual piece that would show “science in
action.”
The daylong campaign also raised funds for experiential
service immersion trips, intramural sports equipment, Quaker
Thunder Pep Band, a patient simulator experience for athletic training students, Spanish education enrichment and the
Peace Resource Center Response Project.

From the left, Bryan Wallingford directs cast members Fae Maffin, Riley Gatlin and Lachlan
O’Neill in a rehearsal for Heathers, the Musical.

HOME AGAIN
Bryan Wallingford ’02 joins Theatre Dept., directs smash hit,
Heathers, the Musical
Randy Sarvis
Bryan Wallingford disproved author Thomas Wolfe’s
adage, “You can never go home again,” when the Wilmington native and 2002 Wilmington College graduate gladly
accepted a position as theatre production specialist at WC.
“Yes, I’m home. In many ways, some people might think
I never left,” said Wallingford, whose directorial debut for
Wilmington College Theatre came with this fall’s popular
production of Heathers, the Musical.
As a child in 1988, he first appeared in WC theatre professor Lois Hock’s children’s theatre production based on
The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe. His first role in an
actual WC Theatre production was portraying Wally Webb
in Our Town when he was in junior high. While attending
Wilmington High School, Wallingford took courses for college credit at WC before enrolling at the College, where he
immersed himself in the theatre experience.
Since his graduation from Wilmington College some 17 years
ago, while teaching and directing at Dayton Stebbins, Alter,

Wilmington, Lebanon and Tippecanoe high schools, Wallingford
has been a stalwart of College-Community Summer Theatre.
His compelling performances in 14 summer shows include portraying Che in Evita, Mae Peterson in Bye, Bye Birdie, Gomez
Addams in The Addams Family and Shrek in Shrek.
“It’s been a good 30-year run for me at Wilmington College. After that long, I should be retiring!” he joked.
The reality is far from it. This year, Wallingford is directing shows and engaging in outreach and recruitment, while
next year, with Hock’s full retirement after 43 years on the
faculty this spring, he will also teach theatre courses.
Returning to Wilmington College as a staff member also
serves to reunite Wallingford with persons who’ve been “like
an extended family” for him.
“It’s a joy being part of that team: Wynn (Alexander),
Becky (Haines), Stephen (Haines) and Lois (Hock), they’re
not just professors and mentors — our relationship goes
beyond that,” he said. “To be welcomed back as part of that
team has been emotionally and professionally one of the
best experiences ever.”
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Terry Rupert held the distinction as honorary captain at the football team’s final home game, a win versus Capital University. He is pictured receiving the coin
with co-captains, from the left, seniors Nick Moore, Aaron Volle and Dusty Lykins. Not pictured is junior captain Ameer Jackson.

‘WC’S BECOME SUCH A PART OF ME’
Longtime Athletic Director Terry Rupert retiring, joins full-time faculty
Randy Sarvis

Terry Rupert speaks at
the 2018 WESPY awards
program honoring WC’s
student-athletes.
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Dr. Terry Rupert is a masterful storyteller with
a seemingly endless cache of yarns from his long
career as a coach and athletics administrator.
One such story surrounds one of the proudest
moments of his nearly 24-year tenure as director of athletics at Wilmington College when the
women’s basketball team was in Virginia Beach,
VA, for the 2004 NCAA D-III Final Four Basketball Championship. Freshman point guard
Samantha Hood ’07 mentioned she had never
seen an ocean and, with the Atlantic just several
miles from tournament host Virginia Wesleyan
University, Rupert made a deal with her.
“If we win it all, we’ll go to ocean and I’ll jump

in,” Rupert told Hood, calmly ignoring what
would certainly be chilly waters in March. Soon
after Coach Jerry Scheve’s team for the ages won
the championship, the bus headed due east to the
beach and Rupert and Hood took a victory swim.
“Everything clicked for that team in the postseason. I’m very proud of them,” he said. “I’m
very proud of all seven of our national champions.
When I came here, we had no national champions. We weren’t even in a conference. What
we’ve accomplished over the last 24 years is a
good reflection on great student-athletes and
coaches.”
Leadership starts at the top and Rupert’s fin-

gerprints are on the many successes attained by the athletics
program, from a 9-1 football team and conference titles by
men’s track and field, men and women’s soccer, and men and
women’s basketball teams, to joining the Ohio Athletic Conference, hosting the 2006 and 2014 NCAA Division III Cross
Country Championships and building the Center for Sport
Sciences, to cite a handful of highlights.
Rupert shared that, back in 1996, he told then-President
Dan DiBiasio he would commit to staying three-to-five
years.
“Colleagues questioned my going to such a small college,”
he said. “But, I fell in love with this place. It just became
home. I never anticipated it would become such a part of me.”
Rupert arrived at WC in summer 1996, a time when the
College was a fledgling member of NCAA D-III and its athletic conference had recently dissolved. He guided WC into
the Indiana-based Heartland Conference and, after two years
in the HCAC, WC accepted an invitation join the nationally prestigious OAC — in which the Fightin’ Quakers made a
sudden impact.
Rupert established the academic program in sport management in 1998. It’s now a top-five major that has become one
of the College’s signature areas for offering hands-on learning opportunities. With his imminent retirement as athletic
director and vice president for athletics administration this
spring, he returned full time to the classroom beginning with
the current spring semester.
“I’ve been teaching in the sport management program for
more than 20 years — it’s been very gratifying to see it grow
and mature as it has,” he added. “There are exciting developments on the near horizon for the program, and I‘m happy to
be involved in this new capacity as a full-time faculty member.
“Sport is such a big business and we have a lot of alumni
involved in exciting jobs in sport management,” he said. “I’m
looking forward to continuing to share my experience as
these kids prepare for their careers.”
Part of that experience includes Rupert’s years as an NCAA
insider. Indeed, among other positions, he chaired the NCAA
Management Council for two years. That prominent station
reaped great benefits for the College, including giving student-athletes an opportunity to shine on the national stage in
promoting the unique benefits of Division III affiliation.
Also, Rupert’s influence played a pivotal role in convincing
the NCAA to include Wilmington College in the landmark
concussion study, ongoing since 2016, commissioned by the
Dept. of Defense and the NCAA. “We’re the smallest school
of the 30 colleges and universities in this major study, which
reflects well on our athletic training and athletic programs,”
he said.
“The College went from being way in the back of the room
to being in the front of the room chairing the Management
Council meeting,” he added. “I remember what it was like
when no one knew who we were. Wilmington who?”
As Rupert recounted stories from his career, one in particular didn’t bring a smile to his face. He poignantly recalls
receiving the phone call no athletic director ever wants to
receive. It was Labor Day Weekend in 2013 when cross

At the occasion of the 1999 Athletic Hall of Fame banquet, Terry Rupert is
pictured with the College’s directors of athletics since 1950, from the left,
Rupert, Bill Ramseyer, Fred Raizk and Dick Scott.

country star Jenna Parlette collapsed within site of winning
an invitational in Indiana. The popular student-athlete never
regained consciousness before succumbing three days later.
“The worst experience as an athletic director,” he said. “It’s
just tragic, not only for Jenna and her family, but also for her
friends and teams, the entire campus.”
Yet, the outpouring of support in the ensuing days and,
even now, years later, is what “makes Wilmington College
special,” he said. (That WC spirit of caring was again evident the week of this interview in mid-November when the
campus responded to sophomore lacrosse player Kane Lewis
severing his spinal cord in hunting accident).
“That’s why I’ve stayed here. It’s that kind of atmosphere
you want to be a part of.”
Rupert expressed his appreciation to the College for the
opportunity to manifest his love for sport while utilizing his
expertise as both an educator and athletics administrator.
“I’ve had the pleasure of working with a great staff through
the years, each of whom are dedicated to serving the College’s student-athletes. I thank them for their tireless efforts
and belief in our athletic program,” he said, adding that seeing
student-athletes evolve and mature during their WC experience has been especially fulfilling and inspirational.
“Our student-athletes represent the epitome of the NCAA
Division III philosophy that athletics can be a key part of a
student’s education and set the stage for successful lives.”
Rupert joins Fred Raizk as the College’s longest serving
athletic directors. He came to Wilmington in 1996, following
Dick Scott (1989-96), Bill Ramseyer (1974-89) and Raizk
(1950-74) as WC’s ADs over the past seven decades.

“But, I fell in love with this place.
It just became home. I never
anticipated it would become such a
part of me.”
– TERRY RUPERT
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Freshman Simon Heys and sophomore Evan Whittaker alternated throughout the cross country season as WC’s top runner. Pictured competing at the Quaker Open meet
are WC harriers, from the left, Heys, Whittaker and sophomore Taton Bertsch.

Mitch Blankespoor
Director of Athletics Communication

Football enjoys best season in a decade
The football team finished the 2019 season with a 3-7
overall record and a 2-6 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference
(OAC) play under the direction of third-year Head Coach
Bryan Moore. Both are program bests in over a decade.
The Fightin’ Quakers picked up their first victory of the
season on Homecoming Weekend, defeating Ohio Northern University 42-38 in come-from-behind fashion. The
win marked Wilmington’s first triumph over the Polar Bears
since 1956 and snapped a 25-game losing streak. After a
five-game losing streak, Wilmington ended the season with
consecutive wins over the two Columbus schools, dispatching Capital University 41-34 on Senior Day and converting a
go-ahead, two-point conversion with 15 seconds to play to
edge Otterbein University 28-27 on the road in the season
finale.
Six Quakers garnered All-OAC recognition, including two
First Team Offense wide receivers in Itika Wynn Jr. and
Luke Richardson. The Wilmington duo was the first to earn
First Team honors in the same season since Marque Jones
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and Wes Anders did in 2007.
Wynn Jr. finished with 996 receiving yards for an average of just shy of 100 yards per game, good for second in
the OAC and top 40 in the country. Richardson ended his
sophomore season second in the nation in yards-per-catch
at 25.6
Juniors Ameer Jackson and Tavion Bryant garnered Second Team Defense honors having been two of the top three
tacklers on the team. Jackson made 94 tackles, including 52
of the solo variety, while Bryant had 90 tackles and a teambest 11.5 for loss. Each tallied 1.5 sacks on the year and
five pass breakups.
Tre’Quez Parks, a junior safety, and Nick Moore, a senior
offensive lineman, earned Honorable Mention All-OAC
honors.
Moore, Dusty Lykins, Tyler Butcher and Brent Ponikvar
represented the football team’s contingent to garner Academic All-OAC recognition.
Junior quarterback Kyle Barrett, who was once named
OAC Offensive Player-of-the-Week while also appearing on the D3football.com Team-of-the-Week, threw for

name in two of the top
three slots as her 430
digs in 2019 are third
all-time for a single season. Wilbur’s 443 assists
earn her a fifth-place
spot in that category
while Taylor McCuistion
and Mariella Szrom appear in the aces and solo
block categories, respectively.
Additionally, Wesco,
Schlensker, Wilbur and
Morgan Loomis garnered
Academic All-OAC recognition.

Sophomore wide receiver Itika Wynn Jr. hauls in a pass and crosses the goal line in the Fightin’ Quakers’ home win
against Capital.

2,484 yards on the season. That brings his career total to
4,579 yards, which is good for seventh in program history.

New coach leads volleyball team

Women’s cross
country lays
foundation for
bright future

The women’s cross
country team finished
the 2019 Ohio Athletic Conference Championships in sixth
place under the direction of 23rd-year Head Coach Ron
Combs ‘93. That finish is the program’s best in seven seasons.
The Fightin’ Quakers’ two highest placers in the event
were freshmen in Milena Wahl and Sydney Yontz, who once
garnered OAC Women’s Cross Country Runner-of-theWeek honors. At the OAC Championships, Wahl placed
26th with a time of 24:17.6 in the six-kilometer race while

The volleyball team finished its 2019 season with a 3-29
overall record and an 0-9 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference
play under the direction of first-year Head Coach Andy
Riesenberg, who came to Wilmington with experience at the
NCAA Division I, II, III and club levels.
The Quakers tallied victories over
Central State 3-1, Ohio University
Chillicothe 3-0 and Bluefield State
University 3-0 while also taking a
set off of Marietta College in conference competition.
Jillian Wesco, despite playing
only three years, leaves the program fourth in career kills with 494,
third in service aces with 63 and
fourth in digs with 709. Her setter
this season, Summer Wilbur, leaves
the program fourth in career assists
(653) despite being the Fightin’
Quakers’ primary setter for just
one season. Finally, Meghan Koch
finished fifth in total blocks (110)
and block assists (83).
Several single-season records
nearly fell as well. Karley Schlensker, who came within a single dig
Junior Karley Schlensker returns service in the Fightin’ Quakers’ match with Muskingum.
of the record in 2018, now has her
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Yontz and sophomore Katie Hughes finished close to each
other, 31st and 32nd to be exact, with times of 24:27.6 and
24:31.0, respectively.
At the NCAA Division III Great Lakes Regional meet
hosted by Calvin University in Grand Rapids, MI, Wilmington placed 20th as a team. Wahl was the top individual
finisher for the Fightin’ Quakers, crossing the finish line of
the six-kilometer course in 23:05.7 for a 71st place finish. Yontz placed 101st place with a time of 23:39.3 with
Hughes finishing right behind her teammate (23:40.5).
Additionally, Hughes, Kayci Johnson, Allison Helmke,
Kendra Stahl and Taylor Cooper garnered Academic AllOAC honors.
For the fall 2019 semester, nine members of the combined men and women’s team earned perfect 4.0 GPAs, with
23 being named to the Dean’s List with a 3.5 or better, and
38 team members finishing with at least a 3.0 GPA.

Men’s cross country is top D-III team
at #JennaStrong Fall Classic

Sophomore Savannah Rhodes traverses Hazard Arboretum at the
#JennaStrong Fall Classic.

The men’s cross country team finished the 2019 Ohio
Athletic Conference Championships in sixth place under the
direction of 23rd-year Head Coach Ron Combs ‘93. That
finish is the program’s best in six seasons
The Fightin’ Quakers had two individuals garner Second
Team All-OAC honors for their performances in the event.
Sophomore Evan Whitaker, the 2018 OAC Men’s Cross

Freshman Grant Murray wins the ball in the men’s soccer team victory over visiting Bethany College.
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Country Freshman-of-the Year, placed 13th with a time of
26:19.9. Freshman Simon Heys finished two spots behind
his teammate, crossing the finish line of the eight-kilometer
course in 26:21.7.
At the NCAA Division III Great Lakes Regional meet
hosted by Calvin University in Grand Rapids, MI, Wilmington placed 14th as a team. Whitaker was Wilmington’s top
individual finisher, placing 25th with a time of 24:61.1. That
finish, on a course shortened by 500 meters due to safety
concerns, earned him All-Region honors. Heys was next
to cross for the Quakers, taking 43rd by completing the
eight-kilometer course in 25:08.2.
Earlier in the season at WC’s #JennaStrong Fall Classic,
the team placed fifth overall as the top NCAA D-III finisher
in a meet that also featured D-I and D-II teams in a field of
36 teams. Heys placed 20th in 26:03.7 as WC’s top finisher,
followed by Whittaker in 26th place with a time of 26:11.8.
Additionally, seven individuals – Gage Clemens, Josh Cyrus,
George Rickett, Austin Wampler, Julio Olivarez, Cameron
Phelps and Whitaker – earned Academic All-OAC honors.
For the fall 2019 semester, nine members of the combined men and women’s team earned perfect 4.0 GPAs, with
23 being named to the Dean’s List with a 3.5 or better, and
38 team members finishing with at least a 3.0 GPA.

Injuries stifle men’s soccer’s
impressive 10-2-2 start
The men’s soccer team completed its 2019 season with a
10-7-2 overall record and 3-5-1 Ohio Athletic Conference
mark under the direction of second-year Head Coach Alex
Van der Sluijs ’07.
The Fightin’ Quakers began the conference year with a
3-0-1 record in their first four games including a win over
nationally-ranked Ohio Northern University, but a series of
injuries led to an 0-5-0 finish to the season.
Three individuals garnered All-OAC recognition including
junior Ian Molfenter (First Team), junior Zach Burgmeier (Second Team) and senior Thompson Birch (Honorable
Mention). Burgmeier, who also was named Third Team
All-Central Region by United Soccer Coaches, led the team
offensively with nine goals and 24 points. Molfenter led the
Quakers in goals with 11 while sophomore Elorm Dogbey
and senior Nati Wallis also tallied at least 20 points.
Additionally, sophomore goalkeeper Felix Maurer and senior Gabriel Nygard garnered Academic All-OAC honors.

Women’s soccer gains first playoff
berth since 2015
The women’s soccer team finished the 2019 season with a
9-8-1 overall record and a 4-5-0 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference play under 28th-year Head Coach Steve Spirk ‘82.
That conference record gave the Fightin’ Quakers a berth
in the OAC Tournament for the first time since 2015. As the
No. 6 seed, Wilmington carried a 1-0 lead late in the second
half in an OAC Tournament quarterfinal at Otterbein Uni-

Sophomore Tiffany Hayes takes to the air versus Earlham College.

versity, but the Cardinals ultimately prevailed 2-1 in double
overtime.
Two freshmen, Taylor Huffman and Lauren Galloway,
earned Second Team All-OAC honors. Galloway recorded
an astounding 106 saves in 18 games played, including a
21-save game at Wittenberg. She allowed just 18 goals and
seven shutouts with a goals-against-average of 1.05. She
also garnered OAC All-Tournament honors. Huffman scored
six goals for the Fightin’ Quakers, including two game-winning goals. She also dished out three assists to lead Wilmington in offensive points with 15.
Additionally, Amy Johnson, Rileigh Lefever and Tiffany
Hayes were named Academic All-OAC.

[p.29]

CAMPUS NEWS

Emma Marks engaged in a life-changing internship at Asian Rural Institute in Japan, where she
worked on an organic farm and trained persons from around the world in sustainable agriculture.

IN COMMUNITY
Marks takes hands-on learning to the max

Randy Sarvis
Emma Marks recalls, in the seventh grade, being assigned
to analyze the lyrics of John Lennon’s classic song, “Imagine”:
“People sharing all the world, living life in peace, no need for
greed and hunger,….”
“I thought they were cheesy lyrics and the assignment was a
waste of time,” she said.
In sharing his utopian vision, the former Beatle had the audacity to “imagine all the people living for today” and “the world
will be as one.”
This past summer in Japan, Marks was part of such a global
community — and it changed her life.
“When you see there are so many things wrong with the
world, it’s easy to be cynical,” she said. “But, even though things
are bad, there are people in our community and all over the
world working to make things better.”
Marks is one of those people and, since her December 2019
graduation, plans to continue on that track by thinking globally
and acting locally.
She and WC classmate Julio Olivarez spent summer 2019
in Japan as interns at Asian Rural Institute (ARI). There, they
worked on an organic farm and helped teach farmers and
leaders from developing countries some of the agricultural
intricacies and sustainable practices related to growing rice and
wheat.
“It was the most incredible experience I’ve had in my life, bar
none,” Marks said, noting she knew going in that the summer
before one’s senior year is especially important, so she seriously
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considered her options.
“I was doing and living sustainable every day,” she added. “I
saw there is a whole another world of opportunity for which I
have a skill set. I had planned for a career in advocacy, but this
experience definitely changed my concept of my future.”
During their last week at the institute, a group of Japanese
high school students arrived at ARI, joining the nine interns
from America and trainees representing 22 different countries.
“By the end of the week, it was so clear they were looking up
to me as a leader, that they wanted to learn from me,” she said.
That revelation coincided with one of the training group’s
final evenings together — the most memorable moment of her
most memorable summer — when they gathered in community
singing, yes, “Imagine.“ The almost surreal scene struck home
with her: people with whom she worked, broke bread and
laughed “sharing all the world” while representing a multitude
of races, nationalities, cultures, personal struggles, ages, education levels and socio-economic backgrounds.
Lennon’s “cheesy” lyrics chastised by a cynical, middle school
student nine years ago suddenly made sense — perfect sense.
“That connection and message of hope transcended many
cultures. In community, we can do a lot to change society and
the people around us. I believe one person can change the
world,” she said. “I’ve found that a lot of solutions lie in working
directly in your community. The experience made me feel confident that this is what I want — and need — to do.”
Indeed, Marks, who majored in agriculture and political

science with a minor in sustainability, plans to engage in an
apprenticeship at an organic farm, Amber Waves Farm, in
Amagansett, NY. She sees it as an “intersection” between the
aptitudes she’s gained via her numerous hands-on learning
experiences at WC and her love for agriculture.
“I’m attracted to the way of life at organic farms,” she added.
“There’s a harmony in community and the environment — we
can interact peacefully with each other and the Earth.”
Agriculture is what initially attracted the York, PA, resident
to consider attending Wilmington College, while learning of the
school’s commitment to such values as peace and justice — with
which she strongly identifies — sealed the deal.
Her intention upon enrolling at WC was finding a way in
which agriculture and those special values could come together
for her future. She found, created and imagined that intersection through a series of inside and outside-the-classroom
experiences. Few students have taken advantage of WC’s
hallmark for hands-on learning to extent of Marks.
Her litany of experiences is incredible and represents much
more than simple bullets on a resume.
Marks excelled in the supplemental work required in the
Honors Program and quickly became a campus leader, helping
to grow a nascent sexual assault awareness program, known
as It’s On Us, and, with Carly Pritchard ’18, transformed
WC’s Amnesty International chapter into one of statewide
prominence. Indeed, Marks represented Amnesty as its state
legislative coordinator while testifying before the Ohio Senate
regarding a bill that deals with self-defense and handling firearms — the so-called “Stand Your Ground” laws.
She served as a student leader for three lobby trips to
Washington, D.C., and expects the advocacy skills she learned
eventually will serve her well in her career. Marks copy-edited
a book by one of her WC mentors, political science Professor
Michael Snarr ’86, titled Quakers, Politics and Economics, and
she was a student leader for the Westheimer Peace Symposium.
Also, she held a long-term Haas Work Grant position in
which she worked closely with WC staff members in growing
the Clinton County Succeeds program, which has become a
significant factor in the College’s recent enrollment success.
This summer the Columbus Dispatch ran her op-ed in which
she advocated on issues surrounding the civil war in Yemen.
Her internships featured a summer in Washington, D.C.

Emma Marks described political science professor Dr. Michael Snarr as one
of her mentors at WC.

working for her Pennsylvania Congressman’s office, serving
in Louisville as a government and legislative affairs intern with
Farm Credit Mid-America, spending a spring break working
at an organic goat farm in the Netherlands and, of course, her
swansong work in Japan.
“I’ve spent those three and a half years taking action,” she
said while sharing the story of how, in November, she met a
Vietnamese woman who was imprisoned in that country for her
anti-government Facebook posts. “We (Amnesty International)
wrote letters and she was released.”
Marks said one of the greatest lessons she’s learned at WC
involves balancing priorities when considering her significant
involvement with co-curricular activities.
“The bigger time commitments and stress have come from
things I did outside of class. Those things also have given me
the most joy,” she said. “Also, I found at WC that, where there
are areas or issues I have passion for, there are resources
available to help me pursue those passions. I’ve had so many
mentors: Michael Snarr, Ursula McTaggart (associate professor
of English) and Carly Pritchard to name a few.
“If you want to do something at WC, this community will help
you get it accomplished. It’s amazing the way we work across
majors and years to create community here,” she added. “It’s
been a lot of fun for me.”

Emma Marks is pictured with a group of peers at the Asian Rural Institite.
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Food trucks have become a popular staple at Homecoming in the past few years. The record crowd enjoyed the
seven food trucks along with the attractions on Collett Mall, which included a zipline and several inflatable games.

ALUMNI RETURN TO ALMA MATER
Sunshine, full slate of activities attract record Homecoming turnout
Ziplining on the mall, food trucks on Elm Street, the Class
of 1969’s 50th reunion and the Fightin’ Quakers football win
over Ohio Northern provided merely the tip of the iceberg
of activities and attractions that brought a record crowd to
Homecoming/Alumni Reunion Weekend Sept. 19 through 21.
Students got an early start on the festivities with the Student Alumni Association’s annual Mud Volleyball Tournament
held in summer weather Thursday evening. Spirits were high
when the cheerleaders and Quaker Thunder Pep Band led a
pep rally later that night.
Class gatherings reflected the theme of the day Friday,
which was highlighted by the Class of ‘69’s reunion after
graduating a half century ago. Alumni from clusters of class
years and affinity groups got together throughout the weekend both on campus and at favorite spots in the city.
The always-popular Back to the Classroom sessions
included 1981 alumna Dr. Noris Price speaking on “How
Education Breaks the Cycle of Poverty and Levels the Playing
Field,” “Gardening with Monte (Anderson)” and a Hazard
Arboretum walking tour led by Brad Schwamberger ’83.
The swim team held its alumni race and Aggieville offered
fried bologna for a gathering of agriculture alumni, while
numerous alumni from the Concerned Black Students and
associated organizations commenced following the Quakers’
42-38 thriller of a victory over ONU.
The Kappa Delta/Lambda Chi team won the annual Greek
Bed Races while Alpha Phi Kappa sorority was deemed as
having the most creative banner featuring the “games” theme.
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Seniors Brandon Ford Jr. and Jennifer Cochran reigned
as Homecoming king and queen. Their court featured seniors Kameron Rinehart, Jese Shell, Aryn Copeland, Alaunna
Nelson and Jillian Wesco; juniors Abigail Spirk and Darron
Crump; sophomores Logan Schroer and Hayley Suchland; and
freshmen Adrian Salomone and Alyssa Harper.

Brandon Ford Jr. and Jennifer Cochran reigned over festivities as Homecoming
king and queen.

Enjoying the annual Homecoming reunion of Concerned Black Students, Black

Quaker Thunder Pep Band members, from the left, Mikaela Prescott, Jordan Moore,

Student Initiative and Multicultural Student Union are, from the left LaShonda

Isabella Quickel and Alejandra Velasquez perform at the Homecoming Pep Rally.

Wright ’02, Anthony Robinson ’02, Carlos Stewart ’02 and Danielle Jordan ’03.

Quakerman, the College mascot, joined cheerleaders in rallying the large crowd at
Thursday’s pep rally, which also featured the Quaker Thunder Pep Band and captains from each sports team talking about their hopes for their respective seasons.
A large crowd enjoyed Dr. Noris Price’s (’81) fascinating discussion on how,
under her leadership, a school in Georgia dramatically increased the graduation
rate through an innovative program that could be employed throughout the
nation. Noris was a finalist for Georgia Superintendent-of-the-Year.

TKB alumni and friends enjoyed tailgating before the Homecoming football game.
Tailgate parties were held in the CSA/Kettering parking lot, inside the stadium and
on the site of the former tennis courts.

Lambda Chi Alpha/Kappa Delta race team members, from the left, Gabe King,
Riley Gatlin, Kaitlyn Baker, Tyler Schnizler and Abby Muhlenkamp won the

Teams in the annual Homecoming Mud Volleyball Tournament enjoyed summer

annual Homecoming Greek Bed Races.

weather as they competed the swampy bog.
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THE BIG 5-0
Class of ’69 holds reunion marking a half-century since their WC glory days

Reminiscing with a copy of the 1969 Wilmingtonian yearbook are, from the left, Lee Hieronymus ’69, Blake Parry ’69, David Cahall ’69 and Judith Rider Cahall ’69.
ShaneClaiborne

Randy Sarvis
DePietro recalled being at WC during an especially
Bob DePietro recalls first arriving at Wilmington
tumultuous time in American history, but there was
College in fall 1965 when his parents drove him
always “a great sense of community” at the College.
from the East Coast in their Pontiac sedan. That
“I remember 50 of us marching over to
car’s massive rear end — “I’m an Italian from New
(then-president) Jim Read’s house. I can’t rememJersey and we called that a ‘three-body trunk’” —
ber what we were upset about, but President Read
was loaded with a large footlocker stuffed with his
opened the door, smiled, said, ‘How are you doing?’
belongings.
and invited all of us to come in and sit down. He
A strapping young man approached the family and
listened to our grievance,” he said, noting the memintroduced himself as: “Art Tate, I’m your roomBob DePietro
ory of Read’s friendly welcome far-outlasted their
mate.” He proceeded to singlehandedly lift the footlong-forgotten complaint.
locker and carry it to their room in Austin Second South.
Even the divisions resulting from the Vietnam War
The two became fast friends and Tate, along with three
manifested a sense of mutual respect as those in favor of
others from Austin Second South, later comprised four of
the war held vigil on one side of the walkway while those
DePietro’s groomsmen at his wedding.
against the war were on the other — both sides “stood
“These are not just best friends I first met at Wilmington
silently, respectfully.”
College — they’re lifelong friends,” he said.
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their monumental “White
Album” in late 1968 as
the Detroit Tigers took
the World Series and Joe
Namath’s New York Jets
won Super Bowl III.
At Wilmington College,
Debbie Philbin was Homecoming queen while the
Quakers lost the Homecoming game 28-7 to Centre College. Tate served
as president of Student
Senate and the 963 students enrolled in fall 1968
largely majored in history/
government, business/
economics and English. On
June 5, 1969, 176 graduates received their diplomas at the College’s 93rd
Commencement, which
featured Cleveland Mayor Carl Stokes — the first
Robert Mustain ’69 reacts to a story from the Class of 69’s glory days with, from the left, Richard Kitchen ’69, Neal McVey
African American elected
’69 and John Kitchen ’69.
mayor of a major American
city — as keynote speaker.
Following that school year, Read and English professor
“Wilmington College was always such a welcoming,
George Bowman retired, while Roy Joe Stuckey ’48 left
friendly, enjoyable environment. It just felt like home — it’s
WC to become president of Jamestown College in North
where my heart is.”
Dakota.
DePietro was a leader of the reunion committee, which
“Wilmington College represents the best of small college
convinced several dozen classmates to return to their alma
education today, as it did in 1969,” Reynolds said. “It lives
mater for their reunion dinner. Blake Perry ’69 led the inits values and cares about students.”
vocation before dinner and a moment of silence in memory
of 21 deceased class members.
President Jim Reynolds welcomed the Class of ’69 and took
them on a trip down memory lane.
He reminded them that their senior
year, 1968-69, was event-filled
— from the Vietnam War and Civil
Rights Movement to the first moon
landing and Woodstock.
That year, the federal minimum
wage was $1.60 an hour while a
first class postage stamp set one
back 6 cents, gas was 34 cents a
gallon, a movie ticket $1.50 and
tuition for three “questers” at
Wilmington College — albeit priceless — cost $1,280.
Also, Midnight Cowboy won
the Best Picture Academy Award
while John Wayne in True Grit
and Maggie Smith in The Prime
of Miss Jean Brodie captured the
Oscars for Best Actor and Actress,
Emeritus professor Don Chafin congratulates Jacqueline Carmell Lee ’69 after presenting her with the Quaker
Emeritus medallion, which signifies a 50-year affiliation with the College since graduation.
respectively. The Beatles released
RubySales
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DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI RECOGNIZED
Volunteer extraordinaire, theatre prof/author and educator
honored for achievement
Wilmington College honored three graduates with special
alumni awards during Homecoming/Alumni Reunion Weekend
Sept. 20.
They are Martha Creamer Ventolo ’69, the John Frazier
Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service; Bill Kincaid Jr. ’86,
Alumni Citation for Distinguished Professional Achievement;
and Bruce Stewart ’69, Alumni Citation for Distinguished
Contributions to Education.
Soon after Martha Creamer Ventolo graduated from the
College in 1969, many young mothers in Enon, Ohio, lamented the loss of the town’s only preschool, so she helped start a
church-sponsored one and served as its founding director for
the next 45 years.
Ventolo concurrently shared her interest in early childhood
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education as a leader in a number of associations for the
education of young children — from the county level to the
national stage. The Ohio organization selected her its 2001
Administrator-of-the-Year.
Her volunteer work also encompassed selfless service for
her church, local historical society and work as an amateur radio operator. Ventolo was recognized for her more than 5,000
voluntary hours over 38 years at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Museum with a 2018 Volunteer-of-the-Year award and, in
2014, she was selected Enon Citizen-of-the-Year.
Bill Kincaid Jr., who was active in both theatre and music
as a student at WC, has distinguished himself as a director,
teacher, author and mentor.
He has been on the theatre faculty at the University of

A number of Bruce Stewart’s Sigma Zeta brothers helped him celebrate
the alumni award he received during Alumni Reunion Weekend. Pictured
from the left are: Robert Mustain ’69,George Ford ’67, Dan Smith ‘’69,
John Kitchen ’69, Neal McVey ’69, Richard Kitchen ’69, Bruce Stewart
’69 and Doug Smith ’73.

President Jim Reynolds presents Martha Creamer Ventolo ’69 with the John
Frazier Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service.

California at Davis, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
and, since 2003, at Western Illinois University. WIU promoted
him to full professor in 2008. Kincaid also gained acclaim for
his work as musical director and workshop faculty member at
the renowned Williamstown (Mass.) Theatre Festival, where
he worked with such notable actors as
Julie Harris, Christopher Walkin, Christopher Reeve, Blythe Danner and Gwyneth
Paltrow.
Other outstanding contributions to
theatre education included 14 years as
workshop leader for the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival.
Kincaid is well known in theatre circles
Bill Kincaid, Jr.
for developing and teaching the “unrehearsed Shakespeare” technique around the country. In 2018,
he published Performing Shakespeare Unrehearsed: A Practical Guide to Acting and Producing Spontaneous Shakespeare.
The book for a time held Amazon’s number one spot for both

new books on acting and theatre.
Bruce Stewart literally changed countless numbers of
young lives for the better through his near four-decade career
in education. While he achieved the highest ranks in school
administration leadership, it was his position as special education teacher he described as “the most
rewarding job I ever had.”
When he arrived at Graham Schools
following his WC graduation, mainstream
teachers would not take his students — so
he taught them music, physical education
and art. Stewart, who felt the state-mandated label “EMR” stigmatized his students, demanded a more appropriate and
Bruce Stewart
less offensive title for his classroom. His
suggestion of using “Individually Prescribed Instruction” soon
became the norm at schools throughout the county.
Stewart devised teachable moments through inviting police,
bankers and employers to speak to his classes, and gave his
students real world experience by setting up an actual carwash
business and turning his classroom into a mock grocery store.
He went on to serve as special education director for all of
Champaign County, county superintendent and then, in 1984,
beginning 16 years as superintendent of Southeastern Local
Schools in Clark County followed by six years as Clark County
superintendent.
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5 INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME

2019 class features football, soccer and track, beloved staff member

Pictured at halftime of the Homecoming game during their formal induction into the Athletic Hall of Fame are, from the left, Dana Crow Williams ’02, Jake Pence ’02, Bob
Hess ’01, Judy Doyle and Becky Opalek Poeppelmeier ’98.

Randy Sarvis
Athletic director Dr. Terry Rupert said the 2019 induction
class into the Athletic Hall of Fame is especially close to his
heart.
Indeed, the new cohort — his 24th since coming to WC in
1996 — features student-athletes whose exploits he witnessed firsthand and his longtime “compass” with whom he
worked side-by-side for 20 years.
The 2019 inductees are football All-Americans Bob Hess
’01 and Jake Pence ’02; Dana Crow Williams ’02, a track and
field All-American in the 400-meter dash; Becky Opalek
Poeppelmeier ’98, a defensive standout in women’ soccer;
and Judy Doyle, athletics business manager from 1985
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through her retirement in 2016.
Rupert, is retiring as AD this spring but continues to teach,
introduced Judy Doyle as “my compass, a voice of reason,
the greatest of supporters and a good friend.” He said he
doesn’t know of anyone in the Athletic Dept. during his tenure who was “more universally loved and respected.”
Doyle fondly looked back on her time in the always-dynamic environment that is the Athletic Dept., which she
joined at a time of typewriters and ditto machines. She cited
then-athletic director Bill Ramseyer and department chair
Fritz Plinke “for taking a chance on me.”
“Oh, we could write a book!” Doyle said in glancing in

Judy Doyle and her former boss, Terry Rupert, enjoy a laugh as she is presented
for induction into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

the direction of Ramseyer and Rupert. “I think my greatest
accomplishment was my students — I couldn’t have asked for
better help. They were phenomenal. To see them come in as
freshmen and grow so much by the time
they graduated. I loved them!”
Former assistant football coach Joe
Allgeier said he never met a player who
loved to practice more than Bob Hess.
“He enjoyed the process as much as the
outcome, yet he was always the first in
the end zone to celebrate.”
Hess hearkened as motivation stinging
Bob Hess
words from a junior high football coach,
who told him, “I’d never amount to anything and I might as well get a job at the paper mill.”
A standout offensive lineman on the College’s 1997
through 2000 teams, he came to WC with three goals: to get
an education, be a starter by his sophomore year and become
an All-American as a senior. Mission accomplished!
“Beginning in that first preseason, these men became
my brothers and coaches my fathers,” he said, adding that
he “grew exponentially” at WC. “My experience as a student-athlete taught me about life. In sports, you will fail, but
it’s how you respond to failure that defines you.”
Hess’ WC teams posted a four-year
record of 25 wins and 15 losses, along
with a 9-1 mark in 1999 and a 7-3
record the Quakers’ inaugural year in the
Ohio Athletic Conference.
Jake Pence’s tenure on the offensive
line paralleled three of those successful
seasons for the team, as he was a twotime All-American. Presenter Jim Marsh,
former assistant coach, described that
Jake Pence

era as one with “great athletes, great men and great leaders.”
He called Pence “focused and driven” upon coming to the
College as a transfer student from Ohio State University.
Pence said, at Wilmington, “I felt my love for the game
again and I was finally happy. I learned to love the game of
football the way it’s supposed to be loved.”
He credited his mother as “the secret to my strength. She’s
my hero!” Pence holds a Doctor of Sports Management degree and is a much celebrated high school wrestling coach in
North Carolina, with 500-plus wins and National Coach-ofthe-Year on his resume.
Becky Opalek Poeppelmeier received accolades from
her former coach, Steve Spirk ‘82, who called her “a leader,
a competitor and one the best defensive
players I ever coached.” Her presenter, former teammate Joanne Ludmann
Hoover ’97, spoke of her “unwavering
dedication and love for the sport.”
Three of Poeppelmeier’s teams played
in the NCAA D-III Tournament.
Following her playing career, Poeppelmeier continued in “this crazy game
Becky Opalek
that I love” by coaching at Wooster
Poeppelmeier
College and the University of Cincinnati,
and now that she and husband, Chad ’98, have children, with
a Cincinnati club team on which one of her daughter plays.
“Wilmington College is a special place for me and my
family,” Poeppelmeier said. “I share this honor with all my
hardworking, competitive teammates.”
Dana Crow Williams recalled coming to WC as a sprinter with the goal of competing in the National Meet in the
100 or 200-meter dash. “I never had any interest in running
anything longer,” she noted.
When a teammate went down with an
injury, Coach Ron Combs ‘93 recruited
her to run a leg of the 4 x 400 relay.
“After seeing my time, Ron said, ‘Welcome to the 4-by-4!’”
During her senior year, all “her hard
work and discipline fell into place.” Williams placed fifth in the open 400 at the
Dana Crow
2002 Outdoor Nationals. Throughout
Williams
her career at WC, she was a six-time
OAC champion, earned All-OAC honors a dozen times and
was WC’s OAC Clyde Lamb Award recipient. She holds five
outdoor program records and three indoor records.
“I left everything I had on the track,” she said.

“My experience as a student-athlete
taught me about life. In sports, you
will fail, but it’s how you respond to
failure that defines you.”
– BOB HESS
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David Kessler is pictured with his signature 2020 Z5 Powerload.

BABE RUTH, PETE ROSE, DAVID KESSLER
Louisville Slugger names softball bat after 2005 WC alum
Randy Sarvis
David Kessler ’05 shares the fond memory from his childhood of watching his father play softball every Friday night.
“Growing up, I loved going to the park. To me, softball was
hanging out with your buddies all summer.”
Furthest from his mind during those carefree days was
the emerging world of corporate sponsorships in which elite
softball players get paid to regularly fly around the country
to play in tournaments — and a select few even have a ball
bat named after them.
Yes, Louisville Slugger, the iconic bat manufacturer from
Kentucky this summer unveiled its newest model: the “2020
Z5 Powerload David Kessler” signature bat. Talk about being a million miles from the beer leagues of Cincinnati!
“It’s kind of surreal,” Kessler said. “It blew me away when
I first heard about it. It’s humbling and something I never
expected.”
Louisville Slugger has been Kessler’s longtime sponsor,
providing him with bats, gloves, other equipment and financial support.
“Eight years, I’ve been swinging their product, representing the brand,” he said. “It’s something for the company to
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let me represent them by using their product, but to have my
name on their bat is unbelievable.”
Kessler recalled, while a guest at the Louisville Slugger
Factory and Museum, a company official pulled out the
original Babe Ruth model from the vault. He is now part of
that lineage of ballplayers with his name on the venerable
company’s bat, a practice that goes back to 1884.
“That’s pretty sweet!” he said.
In the realm of professional slow-pitch softball, Kessler’s
statistics are, well, Ruthian. He’s hit 381 career homeruns
and has an incredible .698 batting average — he literally
gets a hit seven of 10 times that he isn’t walked or nets a
sacrifice hit.
In 2005, a friend from his days attending his father’s
games introduced Kessler to upper-level traveling softball in
which top players from around the country are recruited to
play on corporate-sponsored teams that cover the food and
travel expenses of players.
“We go to work in our hometowns during the week,
but Friday’s I’ll either take off work or leave early to play
softball that night and throughout the weekend, flying back
Sunday night,” he said. “I’ve always been a very competitive

today is his young family. He and his wife, Annie, have three
person, so this allows me to go out and compete.”
sons: David, 5; Sam, 3; and Joey, 2. The boys are too young
He’s played leftfield on the Chicago-based Precision 3rd
to bring their father’s bat to show-and-tell at school — but
Street team, for the past three years. In 2019, the team
one day. Kessler and Annie, a celebrated softball player at the
finished seventh in the country and second in the Double
College of Mount St. Joseph, met playing in a co-ed softball
A Men’s Major World Series. During the April-to-October
tournament at which he played leftfield and she was in left
season, the Cincinnati native has played in tournaments as
center.
close by as his hometown and Columbus, along with travels
“We’ve been together ever since,” he said, adding that
to Chicago, Atlanta, Houston, Las Vegas and Florida.
he’s in the twilight of his pro softball career and his summer
He also receives invitations to play in off-season games for
weekends will soon take on new, more domestic dimensions.
fundraisers, such as the Toys-for-Tots Tournament in Palm
“I think I’ll probably wrap this up in the next year or two,
Springs, Calif., in December.
mainly because the boys will be playing organized sports
Accolades have been plentiful for Kessler during his near
soon,” he said. “My dad always went to my games and I want
15-year professional career. He’s been Cincinnati Playerto do that for my sons — plus time — he’s 36 years old — isn’t
of-the-Year, named to the USSSA (United States Specialty
on my side.”
Sport Assn.) All-Conference team and is a four-time selecThat factor makes his fitness regimen all the more essention to the Men’s Major World Series All-Tournament Team,
tial to sports success. Kessler, who’s endured ankle and arm
the most recent in 2018. He’s played in 228 events and
surgeries, has been working out regularly and taking batting
tournaments with a win-loss record of 553-361.
practice during this offseason to ready for the coming camAs Kessler looks back on his career, the greatest similarpaign this spring. Of course, he’s wielding a David Kessler Z5
ity between his experience and his father’s playing softball
Powerload Louisville Slugger in the batting cage.
is that it’s still spending the summer hanging out with your
“When I started playing, I never imagined I’d have a chance
buddies.
for something like this.”
“What’s nice about softball is it’s our own community,” he
said. “I have friends from all
over the country — Oregon,
Atlanta, Chicago and Arizona
— and not just players on our
team, but also from opposing
teams.”
Kessler hearkens back to
his experience as a member
of Coach Trip Breen’s swim
team at Wilmington College,
where he was an Ohio Athletic
Conference champion in the
50 freestyle and was on WC’s
first OAC championship relay
team (4x100).
“Some of my fondest
memories are the team trips,
traveling to swim meets or
training in Florida at Christmas
hanging out with your team
on the beach. In many ways,
playing softball is a continuation of what I enjoyed so much
about swimming at Wilmington College.”
Kessler praises Breen as
“instrumental” in his personal
growth.
“I came to Wilmington
College as a young kid that
didn’t take responsibility for
much,” he said. “Trip was a
guiding factor in my creating
priorities.”
David Kessler has enjoyed a long softball career as a member of elite teams playing in tournaments around the country.
One of those priorities
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RENAISSANCE WOMAN

Cheryl Bales Bucholtz ’02 is popular festival’s chief marketer

Cheryl Bucholtz (RIGHT) poses with a court jester at the Renaissance Festival.

Randy Sarvis
Cheryl Bales Bucholtz laughs when considering how few
marketing directors have to deal with the likes of turkey legs,
jousting and Queen Elizabeth — the original one who reigned
over England from 1558 through 1603.
The 2002 Wilmington College graduate handles the
marketing for the Ohio Renaissance Festival, 19 days during
which 185,000 visitors rub elbows with royalty and peasants
at a 30-acre recreated 16th century English village.
Some 150 costumed actors portraying Renaissance
characters — real and imagined — ranging from dueling
swordsmen and rowdy pirates to daring jugglers and landed
gentry permeate the village, in addition to opportunities to
enjoy period entertainment and unique dining opportunities.
“We pair history with fantasy — that’s what makes the
Renaissance Festival so attractive to the masses,” Bucholtz
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said, noting that the recreation of Renaissance England, 20
minutes west of Wilmington, has become a major regional
attraction over the past 30 years.
Running on nine weekends from Labor Day through late
October, the attraction is considered by many as the top
Renaissance festival in the country. “While most festivals
are associated with a major metropolitan area, we have
the advantage of being associated with three, the major
population triangle of Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus,” she
added.
The 2019 season marked Bucholtz’s 20th. Her affiliation
started when she held a marketing internship with the
Renaissance Festival her junior year at Wilmington College,
an experience that led directly to her job.
First, she was named a marketing manager following her
internship, a position she held throughout her senior year
and immediately following her graduation in May 2002.
Then in August, just weeks before the Renaissance Festival’s
opening weekend, the marketing director left the position.
“When they chose me, I felt like going to the restroom to
be sick,” she said in reflecting upon the situation in which
she was, in effect, thrown to the wolves. “But I felt I could
handle it. I learned a great deal from my time at Wilmington
College and from the internship, but it felt overwhelming at
the time – that’s pressure. I did the best I could to keep the
trains on the track.”
The management team marshaled its forces around
Bucholtz and marketing continued without a hitch.
Ever since that nerve-wracking first weekend in 2002,
Bucholtz has eagerly looked forward to Labor Day Weekend
as a year’s planning and promoting comes to successful
fruition.
“When the gates open and the people start coming in, it’s
one of my favorite days of the year,” she said. “There’s a great
feeling of, ‘We’ve all done this together!’”
A native of nearby Leesburg, Bucholtz followed her older
sister and an uncle to Wilmington College.
“I liked the small community feel at Wilmington. As a
wide-eyed freshman, the campus seemed so big at first; but
then, the next day it already felt familiar,” she said, noting she
fondly recalls Barbara Dennis playing the Simon Goodman
Memorial Carillon over the noon hour, seeing organizations
paint the Campus Rock and, as a music major, spending time
in the old Fine Arts wing adjacent to Boyd Auditorium.
“I remember tripping on the doorsteps in the building and
Room 11 either freezing or being too hot,” she said about
the facility that was razed in 2004 to make way for the Boyd
expansion and renovation. “The smallness of the College
made me fall in love with it, and the courses I took and my
interaction with faculty helped lay a foundation for me — there
was a personal relationship with people committed to your
success.”

Even though she’s the marketing director and not an actor per se, Cheryl
Bucholtz can often be seen in period costume at the festival.

Bucholtz had a dual major in music and communication
arts, with a minor in Spanish. “I remember thinking, ‘How can
I incorporate music into a career? Music therapy? PR for a
symphony?’ I knew I’d never be a professional performer.
“It turns out I’ve done that — incorporate music and PR/
marketing — in a very roundabout way with the Renaissance
Festival.”
Piano was Bucholtz’ instrument of choice so she took
private piano lessons, along with voice lessons from Elizabeth
Brookie Haskins ’73, the now-retired, longtime, music faculty
member. She sang in the College Chorale and CollegeCommunity Chorus while also performing in the early music
instrumental ensemble conducted by Haskins, the Collegium
Musicum.
Indeed, Collegium played music from the Renaissance
period, a precursor to what she would hear at the
Renaissance Festival, as well as perform with a Haskins-led
group of WC alumni known as My Musical Friends. Dressed
in Renaissance period attire and playing various recorders and
other early music instruments, Bucholtz, Haskins, Lori Scott
’90 and Debbie Howard ’95 still play together although not as
frequently as 10 and 15 years ago.
“We are all friends who met during our time at WC and
we share an interest in early music,” Bucholtz said, noting
it’s been a “labor of love” in dedicating time to that musical
partnership. “When we sit down to play, it’s like we’ve played

together seven days a week.”
As Bucholtz looks back on her 20 years with the
Renaissance Festival, she sees herself as a bit of an anomaly.
“It’s my only job. I remember reading an article when I was
at Wilmington about the number of jobs a college graduate
would have by age 35 — it was a minimum of five,” she said.
“I’ve had one job for 20 years! I think of all the things
that have happened during that time, including the death
of a spouse (her husband, Steve, died in 2015), death of a
parent,…. The foundation I received from Wilmington and the
Quaker belief that God is in all people — that is something I’ve
carried with me,” she said.
Bucholtz looks to a bright future. She’s working on an
online Master of Business Administration degree at Xavier
University and there’s a new relationship in her life; also,
she’s considering the prospect of moving from Waynesville
back to Leesburg.
Meanwhile, she’s planning for the 2020 Ohio
Renaissance Festival while also marketing the
organization’s ancillary businesses at the Renaissance
Park complex: Bellwether Music Festival, Celtic Fest Ohio,
Hunted Hayride, Brimstone Haunt and a restaurant known
as 1572 Roadhouse Bar B-Q.
“It’s really non-stop,” she added. “When we end an event,
we start working on the next one.”
Bucholtz describes the cycle as the “gauntlet of planning,”
which makes every day different and interesting.
“I realize it’s not normal for people to sit at a table
planning events involving pub crawls, turkey legs, fake blood
and Queen Elizabeth,” she said. “These are things I never
imaged I’d be thinking of as part of my job!”

This time wearing street clothes, Cheryl Bucholtz is pictured with an actor
portraying a Renaissance royal.
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TELLING
TALES
TALL
AND
TRUE

Meriwether Lewis was an American explorer, soldier, politician and
public administrator best known for leading the famed Lewis and Clark
Expedition (1804—1806) in the American West.
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Storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis ’86 brings
history and science to life
Randy Sarvis
Brian K. Ellis recalls noticing a storm front moving in one
spring day while riding his bicycle to campus for Dr. Fred
Anliot’s ecology class.
“Fred was lecturing on the effect of weather on the
ecosystem,” he said. “Seeing large dark clouds rolling in,
he took advantage of a teachable moment and talked about
where those clouds came from and how it might impact the
local ecology.”

“I ran across campus, through the hail,
and a lightening bolt leapt from the earth,
exploding the tree right in front of me!”
– BRIAN ELLIS
As if on cue from Anliot, the class witnessed a tornado
forming from the messo-cyclonic cloud and, hearing the
tornado-warning siren, they raced to the basement of
Kettering Hall. Ellis quickly deviated from his classmates’
route for seeking shelter, as he was scheduled to make
pizzas at the campus snack bar.
“I ran across campus, through the hail, and a lightening
bolt leapt from the earth, exploding the tree right in front of
me!” he recounted. “Without slowing down, I scooped up in
my hands a three-foot long splinter of wood, still warm with
electricity.”
Ellis arrived safely at the snack bar, made pizzas after

the storm passed and while bicycling home — he lived and
worked that year 12 miles away at Camp Joy — he followed
the path of the tornado.
“In the wake of the storm, a small dust devil rose up in
front of me, so I swerved my bicycle to literally ride through
a tornado, albeit only a small, six-foot version of one!” he
added. “I use this story in schools to talk about weather and
ecology and, like a lot of my stories, the emphasis is on how
interconnected we are to the cycles of nature.
“Fred got to hear me tell that story and told me he was
impressed with how well I listened to his lecture.”
Ellis has been a professional storyteller since his days at
Wilmington College in the mid-1980s when an unnamed
education professor threatened to fail him if he missed another
class due to performing at local elementary and high schools.
“I began making a living as a storyteller while I was at
Wilmington,” he said, noting that his “first big gig when I
knew I could make a living at this” was lecturing at Miami
University. He also presented at state teachers conferences.
Those formative engagements have evolved to Fox Tales
International, his business in which he “celebrates history,
science and literature through the art of storytelling.”
He does as many as 400 shows a year portraying a range
of characters — all with a relevant story — from the famous,
like John J. Audubon, Meriwether Lewis, Charles Darwin,
Edgar Allan Poe and Walt Whitman, to the lesser known,
like Black Jack Logan and seven friends of Lincoln, to
completely anonymous characters, even an ancient Irish oak,
whose stories are designed to make folklore come alive or

As Mathias Stritt, Brian Ellis tells the story of the

Brian Ellis portrays “Charles Darwin and His

John James Audubon has been the most frequent

Union Civil War veteran, which is available on Ellis’

Revolutionary Idea.”

character Ellis has portrayed.

“Civil War Ghosts and Legends” CD.
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illustrate a scientific concept.
In addition, Ellis has published 16 books, written
documentaries and more than 100 magazine articles, has a
theatre company, presents workshops and trains museums
staff on conducting compelling tours.
“I’m a storyteller,” he said. “Actually, I’m a full-time
environmental activist who pays the bills with storytelling.”
Indeed, from the start, Ellis has presented a science focus to
his work — “I’m probably the only storyteller who worked the
Mississippi Flood Plain Management Conference,” he joked.
Ellis, who is part Cherokee, as a child had a pet fox
and quickly picked up the nickname, “Fox.” He grew up
hunting and fishing in the cornfields and forests, rivers and
farm ponds of Ohio, which started his lifelong interest in
protecting the environment. At WC he had the opportunity
to take field courses in which they spent a day each week in
the forests and prairies. He fondly recalls an Anliot-led trip
to the Smoky Mountains.
“So my passion was nurtured with good science and a
depth of knowledge,” he said, noting he’s worked with
the National Science Teachers Assn. and writes for Green
Teacher Magazine. Also, he presented at a model United
Nations summit in China on the current climate crisis. “As a
storyteller, I regularly explore environmental themes.”
In addition, hearkening his teacher training experience,
he “teaches science literacy to language arts teachers and
language arts to science teachers.”
Indeed, it was an interest teaching that motivated Ellis to
transfer to Wilmington College from Oberlin College, where
he was involved in theatre and dance.
“I loved Oberlin but, when I decided to go into education,
Wilmington had one of the best education programs in
the state. They were known as movers and shakers in
education.”
Always a lover of nature, Ellis enjoyed the opportunity to
walk from Hermann Court directly into the wooded areas and
creek readily found in Hazard Arboretum. As an education
student at WC, he quickly realized the importance of learning
active listening and having good communication skills.
The College allowed him to create interdisciplinary
courses and a self-designed major, “so depending on
how you count my credits, I have four unofficial majors
and/or seven unofficial minors” (in education, biology,
environmental studies, psychology, comparative religion/
philosophy, history and literature/creative writing).
“My professors teased me that I had made up my own major
so now I had to make up my own career,” he said, noting he did
just that as his storytelling “blends” all those interests.
Ellis has built an international reputation and is in
demand year round. Last summer, he presented at a
weeklong chautauqua attraction in Ohio, at which he
portrayed Audubon. He also had 100 shows in the Great
Emancipator’s hometown, Springfield, IL, where he
portrayed “Seven Friends of Abraham Lincoln.” He played
the seven characters over two days.
“I chose to do that because I thought the audience would
like to see different characters in the same day,” he added.
“They each give different views of Lincoln so my audiences
can gain a deeper appreciation for the 16th president.”
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Ellis followed that with a marathon first week of September
— 28 shows in eight days, while traveling 1,600 miles.
“It’s not uncommon to have weeks like that — five, six,
seven shows a day is not uncommon. I do crazy stuff!” he
said, noting his friends acting on Broadway might go months
between shows while, “I could work everyday if I wanted
to.”
In 2020, he will spend a month working in China before
embarking upon a unique show tour this fall, again as the
“brilliant artist” Audubon, the 19th century naturalist,
ornithologist and painter, who, over seven volumes and
2,000 pages painted every known bird in America.
Starting with a program at the Cincinnati Nature Center,
Ellis’ Audubon will present 30 shows between the Queen
City and the Crescent City, New Orleans. This year, 2020,
marks the bicentennial of Audubon taking a flatboat on the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers viewing and painting birds. Ellis
will perform in such major river cities as Louisville, Memphis

“I’m a storyteller, actually, I’m a full-time
environmental activist who pays the bills
with storytelling.”
– BRIAN ELLIS
and Baton Rogue on weekends while playing smaller venues
throughout the week, places like New Harmony, IN, and
Henderson, KY, the latter of which was Audubon’s home for
10 years.
Ellis will share Audubon’s story, using details from the
artist’s personal journals, while conducting bird watching
hikes on the same trails he trod 200 years ago.
“I’ll bet the birds we see will be direct descendants of
those John James Audubon saw in 1820,” he added.
Ellis calls elements of his work “improvisational,” rather
than traditional theatre, as part of his own character shines
through his portrayals.
“Because I spend so much time in research, at least a
year of reading and visiting the places where they lived,
these folks have taken up residence in my head and heart,
influencing how I think and behave — the edges become
blurry and it’s sometimes hard to tell where you end and the
character begins.
“Wouldn’t it be great if all of us got to know our historical
heroes so well that they become friends of ours, they are no
longer just characters in a book?”
Ellis mentioned that, at any time, he might have twodozen characters in his head.
“My wife will often tease me as I walk out the door to a
gig saying, ‘So, who are you today, honey?’
“Every single day, Lincoln inspires me to be more honest;
Darwin challenges me to think scientifically; Audubon
motivates me to take time to notice the beauty of the wild
world; Saint Francis helps me to honor the significance of
small actions to create big changes; Hoover reminds me that
it is not about wealth, but about public service; and the list
goes on.
“I’m a storyteller, the teller of tales tall and true.”
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TRUSTEES WORKING
FOR WC’S BRIGHT FUTURE

Peggy Sturdivant speaks with President Jim
Reynolds at the October Board of Trustees meeting.

Board chair learned critical thinking and leadership as a student
Peggy Roads Sturdivant’s Wilmington College experience
has come full circle from being a student in the early 1980s
to currently serving as chair of the Board of Trustees.
“At WC, I was challenged to think. Critical thinking and
leadership were things that happened here,” she said. “That
prepared me for my career and, now, this leadership position
on the Board.”
Sturdivant, a 1982 graduate with a Master of Business
Administration from Xavier University, retired as an
independent business consultant for Procter & Gamble
in 2012. She joined the Board in 2013 and became the
second-ever female chair in fall 2018.
She said she is both “honored and humbled” to serve her
alma mater in this leadership position.
“Wilmington College has had a tremendous impact on the
person I am today,” she said. “It is very exciting for me to be able
to help ensure that we will continue to graduate students whose
lives will be forever changed from their experience at WC.”
Sturdivant said it’s an “exciting and critical ” time at the
College, as many small, religiously affiliated institutions
are not doing as well as WC. She noted the completion of

two major buildings in the past several years, coupled with
solid enrollments and the implementation of new academic
programs, indicates a sort of renaissance at the College.
“A lot of things have fallen into place at the same time,”
she said. The Board, in October, prioritized the renovation
of residence halls beginning in 2020 as a next step in
enhancing the student experience.
“The trustees are actively engaged. They’re committed and
dedicated to ensuring the future of WC — the skill set of this
group is unmatched,” she said. “Everyone is excited, feeling
a sense of anticipation of what we can accomplish in the
next couple of years.”
Sturdivant said the occasion of the College’s 150th
anniversary in 2020 has given her cause to reflect upon the
role WC has played in her life.
“There is something special about Wilmington,” she
said. “We’re educating a diverse group of students who
we accommodate really well. The College offers the whole
package; it’s more than just a place to get a degree, WC is
a community, a family tree through the years — now 150
years. It’s enduring.”
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Voting in this past
November’s election —
his first — carried with
it great significance and
intrinsic meaning for
first-time voter Joseph
Njeru.

JOE’S AMERICAN DREAM
Alum’s citizenship actualized at the ballot box

Randy Sarvis
Joseph Njeru attained United States citizenship this
summer, but it took the simple act of voting in the November
election — something that many take for granted and too
many simply ignore — to really feel like an American.
“Walking into the room, I was shaking. I couldn’t believe
I finally had my chance to vote,” the 2019 WC graduate
recalled. “When I saw the (voting machine) numbers change
from 158 to 159 as soon as I put my ballot in, I thought, ‘I
did it!’
“I know this was just a local election, but I was so excited!”
A 17-year-old Njeru emigrated from Kenya to the United
States in 2011, when his father, two siblings and he rejoined
his mother, whose American citizenship provided Green Card
residency status for her family.
“The sacrifices my mom made for my family and me — she’s
a hero,” he said, noting they settled in the Columbus area and
he soon graduated from Grove City High School. A school
counselor whose son was attending WC suggested he check
out the College.
“I had a great College visit,” he said. “I enjoyed the
energy of the campus and the sincere responses from Chip
(Murdock, the director of diversity and inclusion). That’s what
really did it for me.”
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Njeru, who majored in business management with a
minor in economics, thrived at WC as an involved student
whose activities included membership in Lambda Chi Alpha
fraternity.
“A new school, new environment, new everything,” he said.
“Wilmington shaped a major part of my life. It was inspiring, a
great experience — plus I met my wife at WC.”
Indeed, Njeru and Ellen Short ’15 married in August 2018.
He left his job as a personal banker with Fifth Third Bank in
January 2020, after a connection he made while a student
at WC with trustee Tim Buren’83 came to fruition and The
Buren Insurance Group hired him. Ellen is a legislative aide
for U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown, whom she represented with a
speaking role at her husband’s citizenship ceremony this past
summer.
Njeru was among persons representing 59 nationalities at
the swearing in.
“Everyone has a story and each had an array of family
and friends around the courtroom. It was humbling and
rewarding,” Njeru said. “The really cool thing for me was that
Ellen gave such a beautiful speech. I was so emotional that I
couldn’t look at her when I answered the judge’s question on
why I wanted to become an American citizen.
“I spoke of the opportunities and promise this country has,”
he added, also thinking, “I can’t wait to vote.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

‘FUN, WEIRD THINGS’

Michael Allbright displays
Oklahoma, the 50th license
plate he secured, which
completes his collection of
American states.

2002 alum collects all 50 state license plates
Randy Sarvis
When 2002 alumnus Michael Allbright sets his mind
to something, get out of his way. Several years ago, he
achieved a goal of losing half his body weight. He’s met 557
cast members (95 percent!) of TV’s long-running Survivor
and he read all 70 of Stephen King’s books in fewer than
four years.
His latest challenge arose when he and his wife, Isabelle,
were vacationing in New England in August. Allbright,
associate vice president for student affairs at WC, was
impressed with Vermont’s green and white license plate
and thought that might make a nice vacation souvenir. He
spotted one for sale at a shop in Bar Harbor, ME.
“They were selling Vermont plates for $25 and I thought,
‘That’s a lot for a piece of metal, even a cool piece of metal.’”
With more than 4,000 Facebook friends, Allbright posted
his desire to collect all 50 states while requesting that
friends send him plates from their state.
“I asked people to sign the backs of the plates with a
Sharpie so I’d remember the connection between the people
and the plates,” he said. “For me, it’s all about interacting
with people. I’m a social person.”
Quickly, his friends and relatives inundated him with
plates.

Allbright obtained his first license plate — New Hampshire
— before they left the Northeast when a friend arranged to
meet them while they were visiting the Granite State. Their
arrival home in Wilmington was met with packages from all
over the country.
“One friend sent me four plates. Because of Survivor, I
got Alaska. Hawaii, Oregon and Connecticut all came from
friends in Wilmington,” he said, noting that his cousin from
Alabama presented him with the 40th plate.
“As they arrived, I posted pictures of the plates on
Facebook.”
That effective marketing ploy reminded his friends to
keep digging deep. Locating plates from some states proved
especially difficult since several like Maryland require
turning in expired plates in order to receive new ones, and
many states, like Ohio, give the option of simply purchasing
renewal stickers year after year.
Allbright admitted he purchased nine of the plates on
eBay and, in late November, received his 50th state license
— Oklahoma. With his collection complete, he placed them
on a wall in the order they entered the Union.
“When I get interested in something, I go for it,” he said.
“I like to do things that are fun, interesting and different.”
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BEST ACTOR TONY AWARD
André De Shields ’68 earns highest stage acting award
show his freshman year, in spite of havA half-century after captivating auing the ambition of becoming an actor
diences in Wilmington College’s Boyd
hidden away in his “dream bank.”
Auditorium, theatre alumnus André De
His sophomore year, he was cast in
Shields took home the Tony Award for
WC Theatre’s production of A Man for
Best Actor in a Musical June 9, 2019.
All Seasons in the role of the English
The veteran of stage, film and telenobleman Thomas Cromwell. The stuvision won the coveted award for his
dent newspaper lauded his portrayal “in
portrayal of Hermes in the musical Havivid fashion of the cold and conniving”
destown, which was nominated for 14
Cromwell.
Tonys and won eight trophies, including
That performance and one shortfor Best New Musical.
ly thereafter in Alice in Wonderland
The Best Actor Tony Award was the
prompted director Marty Gilbert to profirst by De Shields, 73, who previously
duce the challenging show, A Raisin in
earned Tony nominations his roles in
the Sun, and cast De Shields in the WalPlay On! and The Full Monty. He has
ter Lee Younger role. Gilbert described
received an Emmy Award, four Drama
his performance as “brilliant.”
Desk Awards, an Obie Award and a DraThat production proved “a pivotal
ma League Award, among many others.
moment” in De Shields’ life.
In his acceptance speech, De Shields
“It was a huge milestone in my young
attributed his longevity to a triad of peradult life to finally demonstrate to my
sonal rules: “(1) Surround yourself with
family this was what I wanted to do with
people whose eyes light up when they
my life,” he said. His mother, a tradisee you coming. (2) Slowly is the fastest
tional homemaker who rarely left their
way to get to where you want to be. (3)
inner-city neighborhood, let alone BalThe top of one mountain is the bottom
timore, and other family members took a
of the next, so keep climbing.”
bus to Ohio to see him in the show.
His Broadway career spans five
“After A Raisin in the Sun, it was no
decades beginning in 1973 with a role
André De Shields is pictured at the Drama League
longer a question that could be refuted.
in Warp! through The Wiz, Ain’t MisbeAwards (Shutterstock Photo)
It was understood. ‘This is what André
havin’, Prymate, Play On!, Impressiondoes well and what he wishes to spend
ism and, now, Hadestown. De Shields’
the rest of hi life doing,’ There was agreement with the peobreak in the industry came in 1975 when he played the title
ple that I loved and wanted to impress.
character in The Wiz on Broadway, which ran for more than
“At Wilmington, I realized I had worth, merit and self-es1,600 performances and won the Tony for Best Musical.
teem because of my God-given talent.”
While the bulk of his career has centered around Broadway, off-Broadway and regional theatre, he also possesses
a significant resume in television.
In fact, he won an Emmy in 1982 for his performance in
the NBC special, Ain’t Misbehavin’, and appeared on television’s Another World, Cosby, Sex and the City, Law & Order
and Alice in Wonderland. De Shields also choreographed
two Bette Midler musicals in New York and has taught at
New York University, the University of Michigan and Southern Methodist University.
De Shields, the ninth of 11 children who grew up in Baltimore, came to Wilmington College in 1964, an experience
in culture shock to say the least. “Arriving at Wilmington
College, I felt like I left the precipice into the abyss,” he said
in a 2004 interview with The LINK magazine.
But he became accustomed to his new environment and
got a work-study job at the Randall Company, “an awful but
André De Shields ’68 is pictured on the set of Hadestown with a Wilmington
College group that visited New York City this fall to see the award-winning
necessary experience,” he said. Somewhat intimidated by
show. Pictured from the left are David Raizk ’72, trustee Mary Ann Raizk,
the quality of actors at the College, he didn’t try out for a
DeShields and Seth Kittay ’68.
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The LINK is interested in learning more about your accomplishments and
other newsworthy items. Please direct information and photographs to: Class
Notes, Pyle Center Box 1313, Wilmington College, Wilmington, OH 45177, or
via email to: alumni@wilmington.edu. When reporting the death of an alumna/
us, please send a copy of the obituary, which should include the date of death.
If possible, include the names and class years of any survivors who attended
Wilmington College. Deadline for the next issue is May 15, 2020.

1924

ARTHUR MILNER (1902-2004) was inducted
posthumously into the Highland County
Hall of Fame in June. He was a well-known
educator, state legislator, farmer, and church
and civic leader.

1938

RUTH PHELPS FITZWATER and her
husband, Paul, were inducted posthumously
into the Sara Swartsel Hall of Honor by
the Preble County Historical Society. Both
enjoyed careers teaching and directing musical
groups.

1950

Congratulations to KENNETH and Anna Lee
STRYKER on the event of their 75th wedding
anniversary Aug. 19. He retired from a career
as an educator in 1983.

1967

WILLIAM SHUGARTS
journeyed to Kenya,
Africa, for the fifth
time to conduct mission
work with his church,
which has had a special
focus on supporting the
community’s school. In
his 12-year association
with the village of Sakwa, the school has
evolved from a sticks-and-mud structure
to a concrete building with a computer lab.
Also, the avid photographer relished in the
opportunity to participate in a wildlife safari.

1969

THAN JOHNSON retired as CEO at
Champaign Residential Services Inc. (CRSI),
Urbana, OH, at the end of 2019. He held the
position since 1982. Than started his career as

Former football
teammates now
business partners

a teacher and coach, and became interested in
the field of developmental disabilities. After he
helped found CRSI in 1976, the organization
served 12 individuals with disabilities with 15
staff positions. Today, it serves nearly 600
persons with nearly 1,000 staff members.

1975

MARY STANFORTH was inducted into the
Highland County Women’s Hall of Fame in
August. The current Hillsboro City Council
member retired after a 40-year career as an
educator, which included being an elementary
school teacher at Lynchburg-Clay from 1976
to 2009 and a school administrator at St.
Mary Catholic School in Hillsboro until her
recent retirement.

1981

NORIS CABRERA
PRICE, superintendent
of the Baldwin County
(GA) School District
was a finalist for 2020
Georgia Superintendentof-the-Year presented
by the Georgia School
Superintendents Assn.
Noris was singled out for her leadership
abilities and excellent skill set, plus her
work in creating an innovative educational
environment fostering student success.

1988

Farmers National Bank named HOLLIE BUNN
vice president for commercial banking and
senior relationship manager at the bank’s
Seville office. She has 25 years of experience
in customer relationship management. In
addition to her degree from WC, she holds
a Master of Science in agriculture from
Southern Illinois University.

WC football teammates Seth Phillips ’12 (LEFT)
and LaVonte Darby ’13 are now part of the team at
a Cincinnati risk management/insurance agecy.

A Cincinnati risk management firm
brought together old Wilmington
College football teammates to tackle
commercial insurance. Seth Phillips
’12 and LaVonte Darby ’13 currently
team up at RiskSOURCE.
Phillips was a wide receiver who
is now a commercial risk consultant,
while Darby was a defensive back
turned business development specialist. They played against one another
on the practice field and, by virtue
of wearing numbers 23 and 24, sat
next to each other in the locker room.
Also, sharing the same business
administration major, they quickly
became friends off the field.
Years after graduation, the pair find
themselves back together again.
“We were growing our commercial
team earlier this year when we hired
Seth.” said Amanda Shults, President
of RiskSOURCE. “And when we were
ready to continue expanding, one
particular resume jumped out at Seth
— LaVonte’s. We decided this unique
coincidence was a sign that Seth and
LaVonte were meant to be reunited as
a team!”
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1995

HEATHER WOLARY SCHNEDER
joined the WC staff in October as
coordinator of campus events and
facilities.

1996

JEFF EYRICH is the new director
of athletics and student leadership
with Yellow Springs Schools.
This marks a career change for
Jeff, who worked many years
in nursing home administration,
most recently as vice president
of operations at Hillstone Health
Care. No stranger to sports, he
serves as president of Xeniabased Club X Soccer.

1997

DUSTIN MINTON, CPA, joined
GBQ, a leading tax, accounting
and consulting firm, to lead its
national efforts in restaurant
practices. He double majored
in accounting and business
administration at WC.

1998

DENISE WAITS BAIN completed
18 years this past summer as
Miami Trace High School’s
certified athletic trainer. A
longtime employee of Fayette
County Memorial Hospital, she

currently works for Highland
District Hospital in Hillsboro and
serves student-athletes in the
Lynchburg-Clay School District,
her alma mater.

1999

Congratulations to MARK
BATMAN, head women’s
soccer coach at Ohio Northern
University, and Assistant Coach
CAYLEB PAULINO ’14 for
the Polar Bears winning the
2019 Ohio Athletic Conference
Tournament championship. The
OAC selected Mark as Coach-ofthe-Year.

2001

NICK GRUESER will end his time
as president of the Lansing (MI)
Lugnuts in February. The WC
football player joined the football
team right out of College in 2001
and was the team’s longest,
tenured, full-time employee. He
worked his way up to director of
sales in 2003, assistant general
manager during the 2006-07
season, general manager in 2012
and team president since 2017.
Nick was 2016 Midwest League
Executive-of-the-Year.

2002

MISTY DIXON is managing the
office operations for the Clinton
County Emergency Management
Agency. She and her husband,
Pastor Josh Dixon of Wilmington
Bible Baptist Church, have three
children.

2003

DEREK FLATTER was hired
as the Twin Valley Community
Local Schools’ new principal for
grades seven through 12. He
was a teacher at Twin Valley
for 11 years before serving as
middle school principal at Eaton
Community Schools for five years
while also working at Dayton
Regional STEM Center. Derek
earned his master’s degree from
Indiana Wesleyan University. He
and his wife, have four children.

2004

BEN WILLIAMS was named head
boys soccer coach at Newport
(KY) Central Catholic beginning
with the 2020 season. He was
the assistant coach during the
2019 season at NCC, his high
school alma mater and where he
is a member of its Athletic Hall
of Fame. He previously was head
coach at Sycamore High School
from 2014 to 2018, leading the
team to a conference title in 2016.

2007

Veterinarians TRENT PRINTZ and
his wife, Kelsey Printz, expanded
their veterinary clinic seven
years after taking ownership of
Englewood Animal Hospital. They
purchased a neighboring property
to utilize as a surgical facility
with plans to possibly incorporate
acupuncture and laser therapy.
After earning his Bachelor of
Science in biology at WC, he
attained his Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine at Ohio State’s College
of Veterinary Medicine. He and
Kelsey have a daughter, Adalee.

2009

KENNY BRANSCOM was named
head baseball coach at Greenfield
McClain High School. Kenny is
remembered as a pitcher for four
seasons at WC, where he earned
his degree in sport management
with a minor in coaching.

2010

Austin Stiles was inducted
into Johnstown Monroe High
School’s Athletic Hall of Fame in
December. Austin was a standout
on WC’s track and cross country
teams.

Class of ’69 holds 50-Year reunion
Pictured from the left at the 50th anniversary reunion of their graduation in 1969 are: FRONT ROW — Art Tate Jr., Martha C. Ventolo, John Kitchen, Dan Smith, Robert
Mustain, Karen Ratner Murphy, Jan Parry, Blake Parry, Jeannette Cannon, Linda Olinger, Steve Olinger, Cathy Messmer; BACK ROW — Rachel Lapoint, Justin Lapoint,
Jacquelyn Lee, Neal McVay, Rosemary Milde Hill, Frances Gdowski, Larry Hall, Peter Beck, John Niver, Lee Hieronymus, Judy Cahall, David Cahall, Judy Conrad, Sue
Gilliland, Richard Kitchen, Bob DePietro, Bruce Stewart and John Hickman.
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2011

MARGARET McCOY was awarded
a pre-doctoral fellowship from
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture’s
National Institute of Food and
Agriculture. Margaret majored
in agronomy at WC and earned
a master’s degree in soil science
from Washington State University
and is currently completing her
doctorate in horticulture at WSU.
She was awarded $117,000 for
her research, which centers on
precision agriculture.

2013

KARLI HARRIS’ business,
Everyday Chic Boutique, which she
started in downtown Wilmington,
was selected as Ohio’s Overall
Boutique-of-the-Year for 2018.
She received the accolade at a
conference with 750 boutique
owners from around the country
in Atlanta in June.

2015

The Ohio Assn. of Agriculture
Educators recognized ERIN
WOLLETT as the Outstanding
Early Career Educator-of-theYear for 2019. That came on the
heels of Erin being selected by the
Ohio Farm Bureau/Nationwide
Insurance with the Golden Owl
Award representing Ohio’s Ag
Educator-of-the-Year for 2019.

Athletic trainers meet in Las Vegas
Meeting for the annual National Athletic Trainers Assn. gathering in Las Vegas last June were: LEFT BACK ROW — Seth
Faulkner, Robbie Oates, Eric Dick, Nick Fite; MIDDLE ROW — Trevor Hooker, Brian McCord, Troy Garrett, Mindy Smith, Jun
Matsuno, Rich Gaskins; FRONT ROW — Liz Delehanty, Samantha Lemieux Faulkner, Chanda Alborn, Brian Hooker; and ULTRA
FRONT ROW —Jen Judy Walker. NOT PICTURED — Paul Sparling, Jena Suffel and Hanna Edge.

During summer 2019, JAMIE
BLESSING participated in Miami
University’s Earth Expeditions
global field course in Belize.
The class, which is part of
MU’s global field graduate
program, investigated coral
reefs, manatees, jaguars, howler
monkeys and other wildlife
while learning the methods
communities are using to sustain
them.

2016

DYLAN HAMMOND is continuing
his interest in public history by
starting a new position in the
Collections Dept. of the
Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum in Washington, D.C.

2017

TAYLOR DILL took a position as
field crop extension agent with

BRANDI SPILLE joined the
Ohio-based team of The Light
Foundation, a nonprofit founded
in 2001 by Matt Light, a threetime Super Bowl Champion
with the New England Patriots.
The organization’s mission is to
provide youth with unique outdoor
learning experiences.
JARRIN TAUL was selected
as an assistant coach with the
University of Rio Grande’s men’s
basketball team. The sport
management major played for
the Fightin’ Quakers and went
on to earn a master’s degree in
educational coaching from Ohio
University.

the Lincoln County Cooperative
Extension Office, which serves
Lincoln, Cleveland and Gaston
counties in North Carolina. She
earned a master’s degree in
agronomy from The Ohio State
University.

2018

CHRISTOPHER BOURQUE
graduated the 21-week training
course at the Ohio Highway
Patrol Academy and was hired
by the Urbana Police Dept. in
January 2019. He majored in
criminal justice at WC.

MARRIAGES

2006
A group of Sigma Zeta alumni from the mid-70s got together in Wilmington for an
early September day of golf and reliving stories from their glory days at WC. Pictured
from the left are: Mike Booher ‘75, Ron Hinton ‘73, David Weiss ‘75, Denny Norris
‘74, Norb Overla (non-alumni friend of Mike Booher), George Justice ‘73, Ernie
Britton ’77 and Charlie Kucharski ’73.

LEVI TKACH married Monica
Bressler Nov. 2 in Columbus,
OH. The couple resides in
Columbus. WC classmate and
Sigma Zeta fraternity brother
GRANT SPENCER ’08 was
among his groomsmen.
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Men’s soccer alumni
gathered for an
alumni-vs-alumni
match-up Aug. 24.
Pictured, from the left
are: FRONT ROW —
David Satterwhite,
Ross Garber, Matt
Bradshaw, JT Pitstick,
Taylor Henderson,
Pablo Martinez
and Alec Rivers;
BACK ROW — Jon
Burgmeier, Shawn
Leahy, Head Coach
Alex Vander Sluijs,
Anton Niklasson, AJ
Combs, Derek Van
der Sluijs, Assistant
Coach Adam Maloney,
Markus Eriksson, Keith
McHenry and Alex
Ruckman.
Women’s soccer alumni got together
in late August for their annual Alumni
Game. Pictured from the left are: FRONT
ROW — Taylor Scott ’17, Mellonee Hall
’18, Jenna Harrison Curcio ’10, Taylor
Leake ’18, Lauren Hamrock ’15, Katie
“Bubba” Isaacs Wright, Morgan Combs
’16, Cathy O’Neil ’85; MIDDLE ROW
— Beth Clark Swanson ’88, Kelly Truce
Miller ’87,Casey McKinney ’09, Anna
Hosler ’18, Sarah Waters, Stephanie
Randolph ’18, Katie Evan ’18, Meghan
McMullin Scriber, Coach Steve Spirk
’82; BACK ROW — Catherine “Kitty”
Montgomery ’85, Leanne Stone ’87, Barb
Alonzo, Brooke Lamb Wicks, Ashley
Garcia ’12, Margaret Fox Woodell ’10,
Amy Johnson, Kortney Middleton Coalt,
Emily Garber, Tonya Back Collinsworth
’00 and Michelle Mullenix.

Alumni gather for Friendsgiving

Getting together in November for a “Friendsgiving” reunion are: FRONT ROW —
Erika Englekamp Blanton ’05, Laura Grassi Beck ’04, Nikki Spengler Littler, Katie
Palumbo Carter ’04, Stephanie Shatto Lawson; BACK ROW — Diane Sponseller
Kaufman, Jennifer Loudenslager ’04, Megan Stemple Waggoner and Valerie
Kiblinger Martin ‘86. NOT PICTURED — Austin Waggoner ’04, Kevin Carter ’02,
Aaron Lawson ’04 and Tom Martin ‘85.
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Women’s basketball alumni gathered for their annual Alumni vs. Lady Quaker
Basketball game in October. Pictured from the left are: FRONT ROW —Lexi
Kingsberry, Ashley Andracki, Mackenzie Campbell, Meranda Wilson, Le Ann (Topp)
Keller; BACK ROW — Savannah Hooper, Mary Moyer and Alicia Arling. NOT
PICTURED: Emily Zimmerman

DEATHS

1960

NANCY HARPER WITCHEY
Columbus, OH
Aug. 19, 2019

1976

JOAN LOUISE FRANKEL
Worchester, MA Feb. 16, 2019

1947

1961

HELEN GILLAM GERARD
Jamestown, OH
Nov. 28, 2019

1981

MARIE MYERS COWMAN
Wilmington, OH
Nov. 25, 2019

1949

CAROL ANN THOMPSON DOVE
South Charleston, OHMay 31, 2019

1985

REV. DR. VERNON KUEHN
Dearborn Heights, MI Dec. 14, 2019

1962

MABEL SHOEMAKER DRUMMOND
South Salem, OH
July 27, 2019

AUGUST “TOM” ALTHAUSER, JR.
Somerset, OH
Nov. 19, 2019

DOROTHY BACOT SNYDER
Wilmington, OH
June 15, 2019

JOYCE R. PINKERTON
Sidney, OH
Sept. 18, 2019

1950

1963

MARY JEAN WICKERHAM
ESCALONA EVANS
Columbus, OH
Nov. 20, 2019
H. COOPER SNYDER
Wilmington, OH Oct. 14, 2019
ELMA S. PEMBERTON DIXSON
Salem, OH
July 26, 2019

1951

IRIS RHODIN McKINLEY
Redondo Beach, CA July 24, 2019
BURTON WERNER
Wilmington, OH
Aug. 29, 2019

1954

DONNA MAE HARSHBARGER
CRAMTON
Hillsboro, OH
Oct. 15, 2019

1957

REV. PHILIP A. YEAGER
Dodgeville, WI
Sept. 28, 2019

1958

CHARLES R. SPITZER
Columbus, OH
April 25, 2019

1959

FERNE MALOTT MASON
North Canton, OH July 15, 2019

MARY LOU DAVIS MANN
Wilmington, OH
July 12, 2019

1968

THOMAS C. BYER
Piqua, OH

Nov. 4, 2019

1969

RUBY KING FISHER
Wilmington, OH
Sept. 21, 2019
JAMES E. CERMAK
Worthington, OH

Oct. 6, 2018

1971

GARY SHARP
Indianapolis, IN

Oct. 12, 2019

CAROL WAGNER BOOKMAN
Washington Court House, OH
July 6, 2019

1972

MICHAEL B. MEEHAN
Ironton, OH June 19, 2019
1974
RUSSELL W. JOHNSON
Hot Springs Village, AK Nov. 11,
2019
PATRICIA BOYLE CHARLES
Wilmington, OH Sept. 18, 2019

DEBBIE FORD
Wilmington, OH July 23, 2019

ANDREA TUTTLE
Huber Heights, OH May 14, 2019

2005

PATRICK CALAHAN
Estero, FL March 18, 2019

FORMER
FACULTY/STAFF
Dr. ARTHUR L. BUELL, 87, of
Marietta died Jan. 15, 2019. He
served as Dean of the Faculty from
1976 to 1983 and, prior to that
position, was a professor of speech
and communication for 17 years
at Marietta College. He and his
wife, Betty, retired in Jacksonville,
Fla., before returning to Marietta
in 2014.
MARY LOU DAVIS MANN, 78,
a member of the Class of 1963
with majors in English and history,
died July 12, 2019. She served as
circulation coordinator and later
manager of public services at WC’s
Watson Library for 19 years from
1988 through 2007. In 1998,
the Alumni Association presented
her with its “Distinguished Staff
Award.”
MURIEL SPECHT
HIATT, 97, former
dean of women and
member of the Board
of Trustees, died July
23, 2019 at her home
in Wilmington. (SEE TRIBUTE
STORY ON PG. 56)
DEBORAH G. FORD, 64, a member
of the Class of 1981, died July 23,
2019. She served as an adjunct

instructor in photography from
1999 until her retirement in 2018.
JAMES DEANE BARRICK, 85, of
Canton, NY, died Aug. 20, 2019.
He directed the College’s career
development program from 1973
to 1980 and went on to work at
SUNY Potsdam.
PROCTOR DEAN,
91, died Sept. 11
in Wilmington. The
emeritus professor
of mathematics
served on the faculty
from 1965 through 1996. He
played a key role in ushering in
the computer age at WC. (SEE
TRIBUTE STORY ON PG. 61)
LOIS HACKNEY, 74, of
Wilmington, died Nov. 16, 2019.
Following a 31-year career in public
education, she served Wilmington
College by supervising student
teachers from 2006 to 2016.
Dr. LARRY GARA, 97,
emeritus professor of
history, died Nov. 23,
2019, at Cape May
Retirement Village
in Wilmington. (SEE
TRIBUTE STORY ON PG. 58)
Dr. GERALD “JERRY”
L. KARR, 83, died in
Emporia, KS, Dec.
8, 2019. He served
as WC’s head of
agriculture and farms
manager from 1972 through 1976.
After his career in higher education,
he served in the Kansas Senate,
including a stint as minority leader
for the Democratic Party.
JEFF HIBBS, 61
Wilmington, died Dec.
29, 2019. Jeff served
as sports information
director from 2006
through 2012. He
was known for his outstanding
writing and ability to incorporate
the intricacies of sports into his
stories.
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1999 men’s soccer team honored on 20th
anniversary of championship season
The 1999 team not only won the Heartland Conference championship, but finished 17-5 in a season
that included a 15-game win streak and playing in the NCAA D-III Tournament. Pictured from the left
are: FRONT ROW — Mike Evans’ 03, Brad McCoy ’03, Andy Szucs ’01, Matt Gnau ’02, Adam Layman
’02, David Yates; BACK ROW — Coach Bud Lewis, Jeremy Lewis ’00, Chris Baker ’02, Tevis Foreman
’03, Dan Bielek ’02, Markus Eriksson ’00, Jarrod Pitstick ’00, Matt Milam ’01, Wesley Caudill ’00 and
Scott Lower ’02.

The Vienna Program — A blast
from the past
For many years, Robert McCoy, College secretary, and Helga
McCoy, German professor, took groups of students on study
terms in Vienna and Austria. This photo from 1985 features:
FRONT ROW — Valerie Kiblinger Martin ’86, David Severy
(non-WC student), Jody Metzger, Greg Reed ‘86; MIDDLE
ROW — Holly Orth Miller ‘88, Cyndi Allen Glazier ‘86, Tony
Erwin ‘86, Beth Martino Huber ‘86; BACK ROW — Barb
Wright Geiler ‘86, GayLynn Faulconer Ramsauer ‘86, Steve
Hussman ‘87 and Clay (non-WC student).

(Left) Swimming alumni got together Homecoming morning
for their annual swimming meet and greet. Pictured from the
left: BACK ROW — Ben Ball, John Ravestein, Erik Spraul,
Andrew Stewart, David Spraul, David Hawk, Mason Harris,
Andrew Haga, David Bellus; MIDDLE ROW — Samantha
Glish, Caroline Kruczynski, Justion Gifford, Alaina Hovey,
Rachel Routzong, Elise Herr, Freddie Rankin, Jordynn Wise,
Josh Shell; FRONT ROW — Rachel Drake, Holly Massie,
Rachel O’Donnell, Lawrence Daya, Carissa Macella and
Caitlyn Yauch. NOT PICTURED: Elyse Spraul, Melissa Perry
and Linda Davis.
Cross country alumni
gathered for their annual
summer run together in
the Hazard Arboretum.
Pictured from the left
are: FRONT ROW —
Cameron Erwin, Griffin
Stith, Stephanie Fetters,
Elise Bernhard, Veronica
Burnam; MIDDLE ROW
— Elliot Phillimore,
Brik Anderson, Hunter
Stith, Colleen (Foote)
Romeo, Chelsea (Sites)
Cummings, Lillian
(Bunn) Ellison; BACK
ROW — Ron Combs,
Pierce Burnam, David
Warren Tony Goodrich,
Randy Frame, Robert
Romeo and Mike
Chatfield.
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MURIEL SPECHT HIATT’S LOVE FOR
WC SPANNED 70-PLUS YEARS
Randy Sarvis
Muriel Specht Hiatt originally turned down President Sam
Marble’s invitation to consider the available dean of women
position at Wilmington College in 1948. But Marble’s talent
for persuasion coupled with her “deepest respect and admiration” for Quaker values led the then Miss Specht to visit
the College — which had her at “hello.”
Hiatt, 97, died July 23, 2019, at her home in Wilmington.
She lived a very active life up until less than a week before
her passing. Her husband, Richard, preceded her in death
in 1998. Survivors include a son and daughter, Richard and
Anne, seven grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
She was dean of women and later dean of students
between 1948 and 1953. Hiatt served on WC’s Board of
Trustees from 1960 to ’66 and 1972 to ’80. She is a 2013
inductee of Outstanding Women of Clinton County. She
was a longtime supporter of the College.
Her file in the President’s Office reveals a fascinating series
of letters exchanged between Marble and Hiatt, the latter of
whom, at the time, was assistant dean of women at Oberlin
College. In late March 1948, Marble invited Hiatt to apply
for the open position. He mentioned the College was facing
major challenges stemming from an influx of male students
enrolling as a result of the G.I. Bill following World War II.
“The expansion and post-war adjustment has left us many
problems to solve,” he said, noting that paramount of which
was adequate housing for the vets.
Meanwhile, Hiatt politely declined Marble’s invitation to
visit campus, stating she planned to continue work in developing programs under Oberlin’s dean of women. “I shall not
be free to consider the position at Wilmington.”
A caveat she then mentioned gave Marble reason to persist. After stating her intention not to pursue the position,
Hiatt went on to praise the Society of Friends. Although not
a Quaker, she mentioned “the deepest respect and admiration” for Friends’ distinct values. Also, she cited the impressive work of the American Friends Service Committee, which
was leading efforts in rebuilding war-torn Europe.
“To become a working part of a college operation along similar principles might surely be a worthwhile venture,” she said.
Intent upon convincing Hiatt to give WC a look, Marble
shared WC’s recently revealed plans for the new dormitory
built by students — “We’re changing the world down here!”
— and, soon, Hiatt traveled to Wilmington for a two-day
visit and interview.
Marble offered her the job on the spot.
In a letter dated May 5, 1948, Hiatt accepted the position.
“Although I was quite certain when I left Wilmington last
Sunday that I should be writing a letter of acceptance, I felt
it far wiser to wait until I had returned to Oberlin and had a
chance to give the matter further consideration in more fa-

Muriel Hiatt works alongside President Sam Marble in 1948 on what would
become Marble Hall. While the phrase “built by students” became popular,
a number of faculty and staff also put in a great deal of sweat equity. The
gentleman in the hat is English professor George Bowman.

miliar surroundings,” she said. “You see, I have learned to be
wary of those bursts of initial enthusiasm which sometimes
die down to a cool clinker. However, my enthusiasm is still
warmly glowing, so I believe it is safe to proceed by the light
of its burning embers.”
Marble’s response dated the next day stated, “It was a
delight to receive your letter.” He followed it with a check
for $10 to cover her travel expenses for her interview, which
Hiatt returned, insisting he put it toward the building fund.
Hiatt spent eight weeks that summer in Europe assisting
in work camps and Europe’s recovery efforts. From Paris
near the conclusion of her stay, she wrote to Marble: “…
Meanwhile, my thoughts are again turning westward — especially to Wilmington, for it will not be far off in time before I shall be getting acquainted with Wilmington College.
“It is indeed a privilege now for me to begin my share in
that world-changing project in Clinton County. I want you
to know I will give it my best.”
Hiatt traveled from Oberlin by train to Columbus, where she
picked up a bus to Wilmington, and began an affiliation with the
College that touched upon eight decades. She was a key contributor to the building of what became Marble Hall. In fact, she
recruited students from Oberlin to visit for a work weekend.
The next summer, Marble wrote Hiatt a letter of appreciation for her first year at WC. “In my little calendar of great
dates, one of the most memorable is that day you decided to
come to Wilmington College,” he said. “I can frankly tell you
that there have been times without number that I have been
grateful to Providence that you were here with us.”
Seventy years later, Wilmington College echoes those
sentiments.
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SOLDIER
FOR PEACE

Larry Gara spoke in fall 2015 when the College named the annual history lecture in his honor.

Iconic professor Larry Gara never swayed from his convictions
Randy Sarvis

Larry Gara, 1969
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Wilmington College lost a true original with the passing of Dr. Larry Gara
Nov. 23, 2019, in Wilmington. Gara, 97,
emeritus professor of history, taught at
WC from 1962 through 1992, after which
he continued part time until around 2002.
Lenna Mae, his wife of 72 years and two
children, Brian and Robin, survive him.
A Quaker and an American historian,
he was an outspoken advocate for peace
and social justice who believed — as the
sign he carried during years of protests
and peace vigils indicated — “War is not
the answer.” Even persons whose political
views might have been diametrically opposite to Gara’s respected him as one who
not only talked the talk, but also walked
the walk.
News of Gara’s death evoked an out-

pouring of condolences and recollections
via WC’s social media.
Leslie M. Cann ’93 noted the two
didn’t exactly see eye to eye on many
of the issues of the day, but he taught
her “valuable lessons I hold near to this
day: strength, courage, just, fair, respect,
acceptance. I have never in my entire life
ever been around another human being
with his compassion for the human race
and his conviction for what he felt was
right.
“He was true to himself and embodied
what it is to be a Quaker.”
Stacy Dahl ’94 admitted that Gara
changed her life. “His conviction and
passion for peace and justice, his unwavering dedication to his students, and his
activism have had a profound impact on

Larry Gara protests war circa the 1980s with, from the left, 1917 alumnus Luther
Warren , sociology professor Jim Young and Helen Wiegel, director of the Peace
Resource Center.

me,” she said. “I am proud and grateful to have known and
loved him.”
Becky Heiland Haines ’72, a self-described “faculty brat”
(daughter of Hugh Heiland) knew Gara since he arrived in
Wilmington in 1962. She recalled a question on an American history exam came from a photo caption in the assigned
reading. “Wow, I thought,” she said. “I later tried that when
I started teaching stagecraft — it didn’t go over well.
“He and Lenna Mae were always great supporters of our
theatre program and rarely missed a show.”

Thanksgiving. It is the most American holiday — and Larry and Lenna Mae are about as pure Americana as it gets,”
Agran said. “This couple, for over 75 years, worked together, with a variety of rich communities, to ensure all receive
the best shake this nation could offer.
“What a gift to all of us!”
Another History Dept. colleague, Dr. Vinton Prince, emeritus professor of history, recalled how impressed his graduate school and doctoral dissertation professors were when
learning that Prince joined a faculty that included Gara.
“Of all the people I worked with since I came here in
1983, Larry had the greatest reputation in his field,” he said.
“He was a kind and gentle man, firm in his beliefs. He didn’t
try and shove his point of view down your throat, but he
was very committed to his beliefs.”
Charlotte Fairlie, emeritus associate professor of English,
recalled Gara visiting her class, Twentieth Century Literature
of War and Peace, in which he shared his experiences as a
World War II draft resister.
“Always, he left them admiring him and respecting his
conviction even if they disagreed with his choice,” Fairlie
said, noting a student confided to her that, before he heard
Gara, if he had been drafted, he would have gone without
a second thought. Now he still might obey the draft, but
would never do it without thinking about it.
“Larry had that effect; his compelling life story forced us
to look within ourselves and think, ‘What would I do? What
could I do? What should I do?’”
Dr. Michael Snarr ’86 shared his first remembrance of
Gara, who drove Snarr, his son, Brian, and others to their
high school golf practice.
“What I remember most is him slowing down on the
highway to avoid hitting birds,” he recalled, noting he again
witnessed his love for birds several decades later when they
were neighbors. “Larry would call me a couple times a year

“I have never in my entire life ever
been around another human being
with his compassion for the human
race and his conviction for what he
felt was right.”
– LESLIE CANN
Dr. Monte Anderson, professor of agriculture, knew Gara
as a neighbor and faculty colleague with whom he often enjoyed walking to campus. He recalls his great respect Gara
had for his students. “Students always appreciated Larry’s
willingness to let them express their opinions, although
many times not in agreement with Larry’s,” he noted. “He
gave them a voice and a challenge to support their viewpoint
not just with emotion, but with facts.”
History Department colleague Dr. Edward Agran, emeritus
professor, fondly recalled the Garas’ “warm welcome” when
he and his family came to WC in the early 1990s. They became close friends and colleagues.
“I find it heartwarming that Larry passed on right about

Larry Gara protests the U.S-Iraq War in 2003.
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to alert me to migratory birds that had stopped
in our yards to eat at the bird feeder.”
Snarr also is grateful he had the opportunity
to host the Garas in his political science classes
through 2017.
“They would captivate my class with stories of
Larry’s time in prison, his Supreme Court case,
his unjust firing from Grove City College and
growing up in a socialist town (in Pennsylvania),” he added. “Despite the dramatic nature of
these stories, the one that received the biggest
reaction was when he told the story of courting Lenna Mae. More than few tears were shed
when he ended the story with, ‘That was the
Larry Gara
best decision I ever made!’”
Jan Chambers ’78 said Gara “touched my life and broadened my horizons” while, Stephen Ohnsman ’82 described
him as “a focused and brilliant guy.”
Even though Nancy Gonzalez ’75 didn’t have Gara for
class, “his presence was surely felt and it marked a continuation of having great and wonderful people in my everyday life” at WC. Cheryl Roberts, who attended WC in the
1970s and returned to graduate in 2003, spoke of Gara as
an “amazing teacher” who shared his personal experiences.
“Wow! I was impressed. Also, I will never forget his brown
corduroy blazer with the peace symbol pin.”

“His light and spirit will be greatly
missed, but his legacy of activism
will live endlessly.”
– CARLEY WILSON
Kellye Pinkleton ’94 credited Gara with profoundly
shaping her worldview and activism. While grateful to have
had him as a professor, she said she is “blessed” that their
friendship grew over the years. Indeed, she regularly enjoyed lunch with the Garas while she was a member of the
President’s Advisory Council five or so years ago.
“We’d break bread while chatting about politics, the peace
movement, jazz, the College and our families,” she said. “I’ll
treasure those visits as I have treasured each annual holiday
letter I received since I graduated from College.”
Bill Samuel ’68 noted, “Thanks to him, I got a view of
American history which was much broader than most people
do and not tied to false mythology.”’
Even in recent years when Gara was well into his 90s,
he enjoyed visiting classes to share his story, which Carley
Wilson ’19 described as both “inspiring and an immense
gift.” Wilson was the latest member of her family to attend
the College. Others include her parents, Holly Margaritis Wilson ’94 and Donnie Wilson ’90; a brother, Garrett
Wilson ’12; and her aunt and uncle, Tim Dicke ’91 and Jill
Margaritis Dicke ’92.
“I can proudly say everyone in our household has experienced the remarkable man that is Larry Gara,” she said.
“His light and spirit will be greatly missed, but his legacy of
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activism will live endlessly.”
Gara is the author of what is considered
as the definitive history of the Underground Railroad titled The Liberty Line: The
Legend of the Underground Railroad. His
book, which put the enslaved persons at the
center of their struggle for freedom, so impressed President John F. Kennedy that he
included it in the White House’s permanent
library collection.
Prince lauded Gara for, with The Liberty
Line, “debunking” commonly held beliefs
associated with The Underground Railroad,
which was “very weighted down and surrounded by myth after the Civil War. Much
of what was believed was nonsense,” he said. “Larry didn’t
make a lot of people happy with his book.”
Not only a teacher and researcher of history, Gara also
was a part of American history.
He went to federal prison for resisting the military draft
during World War II and became part of a movement to
racially integrate correctional institutions. In the 1950s, the
court case that involved his allegedly counseling a Bluffton
College student not to register for the draft went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court and was featured in TIME
magazine.
Upon his arrival at Wilmington College in the early 1960s,
Gara initially kept a low profile with regard to politics and
protests, but the Vietnam War and Civil Rights Movement
were such flashpoints that he became a natural point of
gravitation for socially conscious students. He marched
alongside students protesting the Kent State shootings as
they demonstrated at the state capital. He continued exercising his right to peacefully protest instances of injustice
and violence into his 90s. Implicit in his demonstrations was
an insistence of nonviolence.
In addition to The Liberty Line, Gara’s other books include
The Presidency of Franklin Pierce and Westernized Yankee.
He was most proud of the book he and Lenna Mae co-edited in 1999, A Few Small Candles: War Resisters of World
War II Tell Their Stories. A subsequent symposium was held
at WC featuring many of the book’s contributors, an event
that was covered by C-Span Network.
He had a lifelong affinity for jazz and was an avid
bird-watcher. Gara continued as an active member of the
College community until only recently when his health began failing.
“One thing I always liked about Wilmington College was
there were a lot of points of view on the campus, but all
were friendly,” Gara said in an interview for WC’s The LINK
in 2008 after the College conferred upon him an Honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree at that year’s Commencement.
“Over the years, there have been a lot of wonderful, interesting people here on campus, good friends,” he added.
“I found Wilmington College to be about the best place
anyone could teach — it’s a special place. It’s been just
amazing!”
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PROCTOR DEAN HELPED
LAUNCH COMPUTER AGE AT WC
Randy Sarvis
Carl Proctor Dean’s interest in computers hearkened back
to his service in the U.S. Marines as a certified teletype officer
during the Korean War.
Seeing the future in electronic computing and its potential
for the applied mathematical fields, Dean spent his first two
summers at WC in the mid-1960s taking courses — at his
own expense — at the University of Kansas learning Basic,
Cobol and Fortran, the programming languages used by business and science.
Wilmington College was among the first liberal arts colleges to offer computer programming. The College purchased
eight keyboards and two printers so students would have
access to the mainframe. This led to the institution’s first
computer lab, which became a classroom for computer science courses and, ultimately an academic major and minor.
In 2014, the College named the Information Technology Help Desk in Robinson
Communication Center in recognition of
Dean’s significant contribution to embracing technology at WC.
Dean, emeritus professor of mathematics, who served on the faculty from 1965
to 1996, died Sept. 11, 2019, at 91 years
of age in Wilmington. A memorial service
was on campus Dec. 1. His wife of 67
Proctor Dean
years, Patsy; survives him, along with two
daughters, Susan Nierenberg ’81 and Nancy Dean, a grandson and a brother. Dean was a convinced Quaker.
The professor came to WC with Bachelor of Science and
Master of Arts degrees from Oklahoma University, which was
the graduate school alma mater for Dr. Bill Kincaid, a mathematics faculty member who came to the College in 1969.
Kincaid noted, “I found out after my interview at the
College that we went to the same church in Norman (Okla.),
used the same baby sitter and had some of the same professors. Also, my teaching references came from people that
he knew.”
Kincaid described Dean as “my mentor at Wilmington College.” He spoke of Dean’s strong work ethic and, on occasion,
feeling “self-conscious” when he was leaving campus at the
end of the workday while Dean was still busy in his office.
He called Dean a “very demanding” professor. “Several of
our graduates told me that they didn’t realize, until years after
they graduated, just how valuable the challenges they had to
meet in his courses were,” he added.
“Proctor, Patsy, Susan and Nancy gave so much to the
Wilmington community,” Kincaid said, noting that, for many
years, he and faculty colleagues Dean, Fred Anliot, Bill Guthrie and Philip Bayless met weekly at Subway. Sadly, Kincaid is
the lone surviving member of that august lunch club.

Proctor Dean was a pioneer of computer use at the College.

Several alumni shared recollections of Dean as a thoughtful
and scholarly gentleman.
Becky Heiland Haines ’73 described him as “a kind and gentle soul, noting that Proctor and Patsy were long time patrons
of the College-Community Summer Theatre, as well as regular attendees at WC Theatre productions. “That generation is
fading and is greatly missed.”
Steve Spirk ’82 said dean is an “icon” of Wilmington
College. “He was a kind man who always tried to help all his
students. I am glad to have met him.”
David Castro ’73 added that, “As with many faculty at WC, I
never took a class from Proctor Dean, but have fond memories of him just because WC was that kind of community
where we could feel connected to each other.”

“I never took a class from Proctor
Dean, but have fond memories of
him just because WC was that kind
of community where we could feel
connected to each other.”
– DAVID CASTRO
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A SESQUICENTENNIAL MOMENT

Shortly after the World Trade Center attacks, word spread around campus of a vigil planned for early afternoon at the Simon Goodman Memorial Carillon,
which served as a tribal drum calling on the campus to be together at this historic moment in time.

9-11 REMEMBERED

Vigil photo evokes memories of campus response
When a photo taken at Wilmington College the day of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks appeared on social media Sept, 11, 2019, it quickly elicited recollections of that
fateful day and the campus’ impressive response of caring
for one another.
It was a watershed moment for those students not unlike
Pearl Harbor, the JFK assassination and Challenger explosion for previous generations.
The photo taken by Randy Sarvis, director of public relations, was initially posted on social media several years ago
on the 9-11 anniversary, but this year, when an alumnus
re-posted it on Instagram, it really brought back a plethora
of memories of that incredible day when the campus came
together as one.
“I was standing somewhere in this circle on Sept. 11,
2001, praying with my classmates — I’m so thankful now
that someone thought to snap this photo,” the alum who
posted on Instagram wrote. “TVs were still on carts (funny
the details you recall) and I remember professors rolling
them out into the common areas so we could watch the
events unfold.
“What do you remember?” That question evoked an unprecedented response, some of which are included in the
following.
Tara Sheldon Lydy ’96, a student life employee at the
time, recalled, “That day will forever be etched in my mind.
That time at the Carillon, while incredibly sad, was also a
powerful and visual moment of God’s peace, love, hope and
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community.”
Brandi Walton ’04 also was in the circle. “I remember
feeling very lost and helpless that day,” she said, “not really
knowing what I should be doing or how I could be helping
those who were hurting. It was a day I surely never will
forget.”
Chris Lundquist ’04 also was there. “I teach high school
history and I show this pic to my class,” he said. “The days
following 9/11 represented America at its best.” Elizabeth
Hudelson Walters ’04 was in the photography lab when the
World Trade Tower attacks occurred. “I remember walking
back into Marble Hall and all I could hear was silence except
for the sound of everyone’s TVs.”
Ka’Shira Thompson Myburgh ’02 was in sports psychology class when the first Tower was hit. “I remember watching the second tower being hit while sitting at the Village,”
she said, noting she also was in the circle with her sorority
sisters and brothers. “A day I’ll never forget.”
Dr. Gloria Flaherty, then a professor of education, was in
the circle not knowing the fate of family members in New
York City and Washington, D.C. “When I got back on campus from doing an observation in Xenia, there were a dozen
Wilmington students waiting form me because they knew I
had relatives in both places. They were there to be with me
and for me — Wilmington College was and is a family!”
Sarah Newton added, “This is why I love Wilmington College. I didn’t attend college here, but my 13-year-old son
wants to.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

‘THIS IS WHERE MY LIFE BEGAN’
Sidney ‘59 & Sharon Mishkin selected Philanthropists-of-the-Year

President Jim Reynolds
(RIGHT) presents the College’s
Philanthropists-of-the-Year
award to Sid and Sharon Mishkin
at the Philanthropic Leadership
Appreciation event in October.

Randy Sarvis
Sid Mishkin ‘59 came to Wilmington College in fall 1955
as one of the “Donora Boys,” a group of young men from of
Donora, Pa.
He quickly began a job working the “graveyard shift” at the
Randall Company in WC’s work-study program as a means
for paying his College tuition. Mishkin thrived at WC and
found time to become involved in such extracurricular activities as sports, Sigma Zeta fraternity, student government and
even theatre. Indeed, he starred opposite legendary theatre
professor Hugh Heiland in Death of a Salesman. A photo from
of the two interacting hangs in the lobby of Heiland Theatre.
“At Wilmington College, this is when my life began — it really did! I would have been nowhere without this College.” he
said in reminiscing about his preparation at WC for becoming
a successful attorney-at-law and heading the prestigious
Indianapolis law firm, Mishkin & Associates.
“I got a first class education from first class professors
who really cared, really cared about the College and its students,” he added. “The work-study program changed my life.
“I graduated without debt, financially, but I graduated with
an enormous debt of gratitude to Wilmington College. I’ll
never be able to fully pay that debt, but I’m going to try the
best I can.”
Mishkin is an exemplar of devoting time, talent and treasure
to the College. He joined the Wilmington College Board of
Trustees in 2002 and was selected as Board chair in 2006, a
position he held for six years through 2012. In 2014, upon

completing his second, six-year term, the College recognized
his leadership and commitment by honoring him with the
designation of “Life Trustee.”
The Mishkins have been consistent and generous leadership
donors throughout the years and are among the upper echelon of the College’s benefactors. The couple has been married
for 57 years and they have three children.
In accepting the award at the Philanthropic Leadership
Appreciation event in October, Mishkin quoted from the College’s alma mater: “Our pride Wilmington, may God prosper
thy name.”

Sid Mishkin, with his wife, Sharon, accepts the award.
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SIDEWALK
SURFIN’

Senior Trent Brown finds time on a Saturday afternoon this fall to cruise across campus on his Boostedboard. The College’s multiple sidewalks crisscrossing Collett
Mall, coupled with the lack of pedestrian traffic on a chilly, albeit sunny, weekend set the stage for full speed ahead.
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