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Regulating Teachers to Death
In the past 50 years the Legislature has passed so many laws
controlling education that the public school system is in danger of
collapsing under the weight of licensure and regulation.
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“When in the course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation. We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. That whenever
any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the right
of the people to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect
their safety and happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that governments
long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes: and
accordingly all experience hath shown,
that mankind are more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to
right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed.
But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such government, and to provide new
guards for their future security.”
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The Thursday Lunch
‘Woke' Up, Mad Anthony,
Before It’s Too Late
Pigment politics has come to Indiana. This is
the politics of the New York Times that says you
can determine whether someone is right or wrong
by their melanin count alone — on any subject,
even military history.
The Miami Nation objects to the Fort Wayne
City Council setting aside July 16 each year to
recognize the city’s namesake. That would be Gen.
“Mad” Anthony Wayne, who . . .
well, he killed some Indians in the
line of duty.
That understood, it will be no
surprise if this becomes national
news, if the Times comes to the
side of the Miami. Indeed, one of
its reporters, Charlie Savage, has
been to town to interview Council
members. His newspaper has
asked the Council to turn over all
emails pertaining to Mad Anthony.
It is preparation, one can assume,
for the castigation of those who
resist a race-based history in
general and this perceived affront
to the indigenous in particular.
And predictably, the smarmy
among us are preparing to declare
an anti-Wayne day in hopes of
soothing hurt native-American
feelings. And as is the case with
such efforts, historic context must
be squelched, to wit:

slaughtered a few years earlier at the Battle of
Wabash by some of the same warriors and
tribes. In defeat, the Miami and others at the
Battle of Fallen Timbers lost as few as 20
warriors.
No, there’s no need to double-check any of
that. The local newspaper has dismissed it all as
exaggerated, irrelevant or just plain wrongheaded. Nor need you mention that this occurred
during the Age of Conquest, when any defeated
army anywhere could expect to be utterly wiped
out, its women and children carried off into
misery. The historian and political commentator
Dan Hannan pegs our sorry state
of affairs:

An artist’s historical depiction of
the Shawnee Chief Blue Jacket in
war paint prior to the Battle of
Fallen Timbers. Each stripe on his
face represents a raid on an enemy
village.

• The forces of General Wayne, a hero of the
Revolutionary War, were dispatched to this
region 225 or so years ago in reaction to a
murderous violation of the Treaty of Paris by
the Miami, the Shawnee and other tribes, all
supported by the British.
• A legion of 1,000-plus men, with their wives
and children, had been tortured and then

“The wokiest of the woke get to
make up the rules as they go along.
On the one hand, they tell us that
race is a social construct with no
basis in biology. On the other, they
insist that you can’t be properly
black or brown if you’re not on the
Left. And that is a shockingly racist
claim, that one’s physiognomy ought
to determine one’s political
opinions. How did such an obviously
incoherent and self-contradictory
ideology ever get off the ground?
Like most damaging doctrines, it
begins with its conclusions and
twists its arguments accordingly.
But wokeness has an additional
defense mechanism. It dismisses
criticism a priori on grounds of who
is voicing it.”

So the Miami and Shawnee, right
or wrong, get the last word. Mad Anthony is
definitely not woke enough, being a great general
but perhaps the least woke man in American
history. The tribe’s oral accounts, now updated to
fit a victimization narrative, negate the archives of
the United States Army Center of Military History.
And yes, the statue in Fort Wayne’s Freimann
Square will have to come down, and next we can
look forward to renaming the city itself.
“Wokesville,” has been suggested. — tcl
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Editor’s Note: Our cover article compares the Indiana regulations for teachers with those of other
lines of work. It is written in heroic detail (168 citations) for a purpose. The author, for 30 years an
educator, including 14 years as superintendent of two Indiana school districts, wants us to imagine the
impact on prospective teachers if they were told up front government’s requirements for their job — all
the requirements. The article is cast as the first lecture of the semester to a class of undergraduates
studying: 1) the state board of education; 2) the state department of education; and 3) teacher licensing
laws. The students learn among other things that there are more than 5,000 words in statutes regulating
teacher licensing but only 143 for attorneys, and that their governing board will have the fewest
practicing professionals of any in the state. The author predicts that a few days after this hypothetical
lecture he would find the students not back in class but hanging out in the student union having changed
their majors to . . . accounting, architecture, law, nursing, social work, anything but education. — tcl

The First Lecture on
School Law; or ‘Where
Did All the Students Go?’
Jeff Abbott, Ph.D., J.D., an
adjunct scholar of the Indiana
Policy Review Foundation, is an
education consultant. An attorney
and educator, Dr. Abbott was a
superintendent of Indiana public
schools and an instructor in the
College of Education & Public
Policy at Purdue University Fort
Wayne.

WHY STUDY the state’s licensing boards
and the statutes controlling professional licenses?
These state boards and licensing statutes can
have a major impact upon the various
professions. Statutes determine the qualifications
needed by the licensed professionals. In essence,
boards and licensing statutes set the foundation
for professional practice.

Education rules, Indiana Department of
Education rules, federal statutes, Federal
Department of Education, and other state and
federal administrative agencies that enact rules
governing Indiana public schools.
Statutes governing principals and other
public-school administrators are not compared
either. Likewise, statutes imposing mandates on
public school corporations are not examined.
Further, again in the interest of brevity, out-ofstate applicants for licensing of all professions
studied are excluded from this study.
In order to compare the state governing bodies
created by the Indiana General Assembly (IGA)
and statutory licensing requirements of teachers,
only a sample of selected other professions and
their governing Indiana statutes are compared.

For sake of brevity and clarity, only statutes
governing teachers in two areas will be covered in
this coursework: 1) the state statutes
creating and empowering the State
Comparison charts
Board of Education, and 2) teacher
and analysis on
licensing requirements, are
page 39.
examined. There are thousands of
other Indiana statutes, State Board of

Those professions selected for this
comparison are: certified public
accountants, architects, attorneys,
registered nurses and social workers.
We begin our lecture with the state
regulating boards.

COVER ESSAY

State Boards Regulating Professions
Teachers
Indiana State Board of Education and Indiana Department of Education
Creation of State Board and Department of Education. The IGA has created state boards to govern the
licensing of public-school teachers “teachers”), as well as the five other professions compared in this
study. Unlike some other professions, teachers and their professional organizations have very little control
over their licensing. The IGA has delegated to the Indiana Department of Education (IDE) the sole
authority and responsibility for governing teacher education and teacher licensing matters, except the
1
authority delegated to the State Board of Education (SBOE) as enumerated immediately below.
SBOE Powers. The IGA has given authority over the following matters to the SBOE: 1) set standards for
teacher licensing and for the administration of a professional licensing and certification process by the
department; 2) approve or disapprove teacher preparation; 3) suspend, revoke, or reinstate teacher
licenses; 4) set standards for teacher licensing concerning new subjects of study; and 5) perform any other
action that A) relates to the improvement of instruction in the public schools through teacher education
and professional development through continuing education; and B) attracts qualified candidates for
teacher education from among the high school graduates of Indiana.2
SBOE Membership and Meetings. The IGA has established the SBOE by statute.3 The state board consists
of eleven members. One member is the state superintendent. Eight members are appointed by the
governor. At least six members appointed must have professional experience in the field of education. An
individual is considered to have professional experience in the field of education if the individual has
teaching or leadership experience at a postsecondary educational institution or is currently employed as,
or is retired from a position as: 1) a teacher; 2) a principal; 3) an assistant superintendent; or 4) a
superintendent.4
In addition to the state superintendent and the governor’s appointments, one member, who is not a
member of the IGA, is to be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives, and one member is
to be appointed by the president pro tempore of the senate.5
Members must be appointed from different parts of Indiana with not more than one member being
appointed from each congressional district. Not more than five members of the state board may be
appointed from the membership of any one political party.6
A member appointed may be removed from the state board by the member's appointing authority for just
cause. Vacancies in the appointments to the state board are to be filled by the appointing authority. A
member appointed under this subsection serves for the remainder of the unexpired term.7
The state board is required to meet at a minimum at least one time each month. In addition to the
monthly required meeting, the state board must meet at the call of the chairperson.8
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Accountants
Creation of State Board of Accountancy. The Indiana board of accountancy has been established by the
IGA.9 The board is responsible for the administration and enforcement of the statutes governing
accountants CPA’s).10
Membership of Board. The board consists of six members appointed by the governor. Five members must
be a resident of Indiana and a certified public accountant under IC 25-2.1-3 or IC 25-2.1-4. One member
must be a resident of Indiana and be a consumer who is not a CPA but has professional or practical
experience in the use of accounting services and financial statements that qualify the individual to make
judgments about the qualifications and conduct of CPA’s.11
A member of the board is automatically removed from the board if the member's CPA certificate is
suspended or revoked. The governor may remove a member for neglect of duty, incompetency, or
unprofessional conduct. A vacancy in the membership of the board shall be filled by appointment by the
governor for the unexpired term.12
Adoption of Rules. The board may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 governing the administration and
enforcement of the statutes governing CPA’s and the conduct of licensees, including, in part:
1) The educational and experience qualifications required for the issuance of CPA certificates and the
continuing professional education required for renewal of certificates under IC 25-2.1-4.
2) Rules of professional conduct directed to controlling the quality and probity of the practice of
accountancy by licensees, including independence, integrity, and objectivity, competence and technical
standards, and responsibilities to the public and clients.
3) The actions and circumstances that constitute professing to be a licensee in connection with the
practice of accountancy.
4) The manner and circumstances of use of the title "certified public accountant" and the abbreviation
CPA.
5) . . . peer reviews . . . that may be required to be performed by statute.
6) Methods of applying for and conducting the examinations, including methods for grading examinations
and determining a passing grade required of an applicant for a certificate. However, the board shall to the
extent possible provide that the examination, grading of the examination, and the passing grades are
uniform with those applicable in other states.13
The board may adopt a rule under IC 4-22-2-37.1 to incorporate by reference into a rule the latest
statement, edition, or compilation of the professional standards governing the competent practice of
accountancy that are: 1) enacted in a federal or state statute, rule, or regulation; or 2) adopted by an agent
of the United States, a state, or a nationally recognized organization or association, including the AICPA,
the International Accounting Standards Board, and the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board.14
Required Meetings. The IGA did not require the board to meet, only that it meet at places and times as
determined by the board.15
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Architects
Board of Registration for Architects and Membership. The IGA has established a board of registration for
architects which consists of five members who are to be appointed by the governor. Each member of the
board must be a citizen of the United States of America and a resident of the state of Indiana. Three of the
members must be registered architects. Preferably these members would have at least ten years of active
architectural practice preceding the member's appointment. One member of the board must be registered
as a landscape architect. Preferably this member would have at least ten years of active landscape
architectural practice preceding the member's appointment. One member of the board, to represent the
general public, must be a resident of Indiana who has never been associated with the architecture or
landscape architecture profession in any way other than as a consumer.16
Board Meetings and Rules. The board is required to hold at least two regular meetings each year and may
hold such special meetings, as the board in its discretion considers necessary or advisable. Subject to the
approval of the governor, the board is authorized to make bylaws and prescribe and promulgate rules as
considered necessary in the performance of its duty. The board must adopt rules establishing standards
for the competent practice of architecture and landscape architecture.17

Attorneys
Distribution of Powers. The Indiana Constitution provides in part that the powers of the Government are
divided into three separate departments - the 1) Legislative; 2) the Executive including the Administrative;
and 3) the Judicial. No person, charged with official duties under one of these departments, may exercise
any of the functions of another, except as expressly provided in the Indiana Constitution.18
Original Jurisdiction. The Indiana Constitution provides in part that the Supreme Court shall have no
original jurisdiction except in admission to the practice of law; discipline or disbarment of those admitted,
and certain other matters.19 The supreme court has exclusive jurisdiction to: 1) admit attorneys to practice
law in all courts of the state; and 2) issue restraining orders and injunctions in all cases involving the
unauthorized practice of the law; under rules and regulations as the supreme court may prescribe.20
Admission and Discipline Rule. As used in the statutes, "admission and discipline rule" refers to the Rules
for Admission to the Bar and the "Discipline of Attorneys" adopted by the supreme court.21 Thus, there is
no state board that regulates the licensing of attorneys as that is a power of the Indiana Supreme Court.

Nurses
Board of Nursing Established and Membership. The IGA has established the Indiana state board of
nursing consisting of nine members appointed by the governor. Six of the board members must be
registered nurses who are committed to advancing and safeguarding the nursing profession as a whole.
Two of the board's members must be licensed practical nurses. One member of the board, to represent the
general public, must be a resident of Indiana and not be associated with nursing in any way other than as
a consumer.22
Each appointed board member may serve until the member's successor has been appointed and qualified.
Any vacancy occurring in the membership of the board for any cause shall be filled by appointment by the
governor for the unexpired term. Members of the board may be appointed for more than one term.
However, no person who has served as a member of the board for more than six consecutive years may be
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reappointed. Reappointments of persons who have served six consecutive years as a member of the board
may be made after three years have elapsed.23
On or before December 1 of each year and at any time there is a vacancy, the Indiana State Nurses'
Association shall recommend to the Governor a list of qualified registered nurses for appointment to the
Board in the number of not less than twice the number of registered nurse vacancies to be filled.24
On or before December 1 of each year and at any time there is a vacancy, the Indiana Federation of
Licensed Practical Nurses' is to recommend to the Governor a list of qualified licensed practical nurses
and nurse educators of Practical Nurse Programs for appointment to the Board in the number of not less
than twice the number of vacancies to be filled.25
The Governor may remove any member from the Board for neglect of any duty required by law; for
incompetency; for unprofessional conduct; or for dishonorable conduct.26
Requirements for Board Membership. Each registered nurse member of the board must be a citizen of
the United States and a resident of Indiana Also they must have: 1) graduated from an accredited
educational program for the preparation of practitioners of professional nursing; 2) been licensed as a
registered nurse in Indiana; 3) had at least five 5) years successful experience since graduation in
administering, teaching, or practicing in an educational program to prepare practitioners of nursing or in
administering or practicing in nursing service; and 4) been actively engaged in the activities described in
clause 3) for at least three years immediately preceding appointment or reappointment; and 5) be actively
engaged in the activities described in clause 3) throughout the member's term of office.27
Each licensed practical nurse member of the board must be a citizen of the United States and be a
resident of Indiana. They must also have: 1) graduated from an accredited educational program for the
preparation of practitioners of practical nursing; 2) been licensed as a licensed practical nurse in Indiana;
3) had at least five years successful experience as a practitioner of practical nursing since graduation; and
4) been actively engaged in practical nursing for at least three years immediately preceding appointment
to the board; and 5) be actively engaged in practice throughout the member's term of office.28
Board Meetings. The board is required to meet annually. It must hold such other meetings during the
year as may be necessary for the transaction of its business.29
Board Powers and Duties. The board, among other statutory powers and duties, must do the following:
1) Adopt under IC 4-22-2 rules necessary to enable it to carry into effect this chapter.
2) Prescribe standards and approve curricula for nursing education programs preparing persons for
licensure under this chapter.
3) Provide for surveys of such programs at such times as it considers necessary.
4) Accredit such programs as meet the requirements of this chapter and of the board.
5) Deny or withdraw accreditation from nursing education programs for failure to meet prescribed
curricula or other standards.

Indiana Policy Review

!10

Fall 2019

COVER ESSAY

6) Examine, license, and renew the license of qualified applicants.
7) Cause the prosecution of all persons violating this chapter and have power to incur necessary expenses
for these prosecutions.
8) Adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 that, among other rules, do the following:
A) Prescribe standards for the competent practice of registered, practical, and advanced practice
registered nursing.
B) Collect and distribute annually demographic information on the number and type of registered
30

nurses and licensed practical nurses employed in Indiana.

Social Workers
Establishment of Board. The IGA has established the behavioral health and human services licensing
board, which among other things, governs the licensing of social workers.31
Membership of Board; Qualifications; Political Affiliation. The board consists of ten members appointed
by the governor. Subject to IC 25-1-6.5-3, the board must include the following:
1) Two marriage and family therapists who:
A) have at least a master's degree in marriage and family therapy or a related field from an eligible
postsecondary educational institution;
B) are licensed under this chapter; and
C) have five years of experience in marriage and family therapy.
2) One social worker who:
A) has at least a master's degree in social work from an eligible postsecondary educational institution
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education;
B) is licensed under this article; and
C) has at least five years of experience as a social worker.
3) One social services director of a hospital with a social work degree who has at least three 3) years of
experience in a hospital setting.
4) Two mental health counselors who:
A) have at least a master's degree in mental health counseling;
B) are licensed under this article; and
C) have at least five 5) years’ experience as a mental health counselor.
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5) One consumer who has never been credentialed under this article.
6) One physician licensed under IC 25-22.5 who has training in psychiatric medicine.
7) Two licensed clinical addiction counselors who:
A) are licensed under IC 25-23.6-10.5; and B) have at least five years’ experience in clinical addiction
counseling. 32
Political Affiliation. Not more than six members of the board may be from the same political party.33
Removal of governor appointed member. A member of the board who is appointed by the governor may
be removed under IC 25-1-6.5-4.34
Meetings. The board shall meet monthly.35
Duties of Board. The board shall consider matters that are of interest to all board sections.36
Adoption of Standards; Fees; Duties of Board. The board must adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 establishing
standards for the following:
1) The competent practice of: marriage and family therapy; bachelor's degree social work; social work;
clinical social work; mental health counseling; addiction counseling; and clinical addiction counseling.
2) The renewal of licenses issued under this article.
3) Standards for the administration of this article.
4) Continuing education requirements for an individual seeking renewal of licensure as a bachelor's
degree social worker; social worker; clinical social worker; or marriage and family therapist.
5) The retention of patient records and reports by a counselor.
6) The approval of continuing education providers; programs; courses; fees; and proof of course
completion.37
The board also must do the following:
1) Consider the qualifications of individuals who apply for a license under this article.
2) Provide for examinations required under this article.
3) Subject to IC 25-1-8-6, renew licenses under this article.
4) Conduct proceedings under IC 25-1-9.
5) The board shall establish fees under IC 25-1-8-2.38
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Social Worker Section Established. The social worker section of the board is established. The section
consists of the following:
1) Two social worker members of the board.
2) Two consumer members of the board.
3) 3) One physician member of the board.39
Duties of sections of the board. The social worker section . . . of the board shall do the following:
1) Approve continuing education courses authorized under this article.
2) Propose rules to the board concerning the practice of the profession regulated by each section.
3) Other duties as directed by the board.40
Examinations; Testing Company Services. The board may utilize the services of a testing company to
prepare, conduct, and score examinations.41

General Statutes Applying to all the Above Boards Except Teachers and Attorneys
Board Administration
"Board." As used in this chapter, "board" refers to any of the entities described in IC 25-0.5-5 or IC
25-0.5-7 and the board of licensure for professional geologists established by IC 25-17.6-2-1.42
Appointment; Removal; Terms. a) . . . b) Notwithstanding any other law, a member appointed to a board
under this chapter after June 30, 2019, serves a term of four 4) years, beginning on the date of
appointment and continuing until:
1) the member is removed under section 4 of this chapter; or
2) a successor is appointed and qualified.
c) Notwithstanding any other law, a member appointed to a board under this chapter may serve multiple
terms.43
Appointments Within Congressional Districts. Except as provided in IC 25-14-1-2 and IC 25-34.1-2-1 and
notwithstanding any other law, not more than two board members may be appointed from the same
congressional district.44
Removal; Vacancies. a) Notwithstanding any other law, a member who is appointed to a board under this
chapter serves at the will and pleasure of the governor.
b) Notwithstanding any other law, a member who is appointed to a board under this chapter may be
removed by the governor without cause.
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c) Notwithstanding any other law, a member who is appointed to a board under this chapter must be
removed if:
1) the member's license is suspended or revoked under this title;
2) the member has violated a rule or law under IC 4-2-6-4a)2) as determined by the state ethics
commission created by IC 4-2-6-2; or
3) the member has been convicted of a crime as defined under IC 33-23-1-4).
d) Notwithstanding any other law, a vacancy in the membership of a board under this chapter shall be
filled by the governor for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.45

Licensing of Professionals Statutes Controlling Teacher Licensing
Substitute Teacher Licensing. The IDE is responsible for the licensing of teachers.46 The SBOE is
authorized to adopt rules for: 1) the issuance of a substitute teacher's license; and 2) the employment of
substitute teacher licensees. An individual may not serve as a substitute teacher without a license issued
by the IDE.47
Requirements for Licensing; Requirements for CPR, Suicide Prevention, and Other Matters. The IDE is
required to designate the grade point average required for each type of license. The IDE must determine
details of licensing not provided by the IGA, including requirements regarding the following:
1) The conversion of one type of license into another.
2) The accreditation of teacher education schools and departments.
3) The exchange and renewal of licenses.
4) The endorsement of another state's license.
5) The acceptance of credentials from teacher education institutions of another state.
6) The academic and professional preparation for each type of license.
7) The granting of permission to teach a high school subject area related to the subject area for which the
teacher holds a license.
8) The issuance of licenses on credentials.
9) The type of license required for each school position.
10) The size requirements for an elementary school requiring a licensed principal. 11) Any other related
matters.48
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The IDE is required to establish at least one system for renewing a teaching license that does not require a
graduate degree.49
The IDE may not issue an initial practitioner license at any grade level to an applicant for an initial
practitioner license unless the applicant shows evidence that the applicant:
1) Has successfully completed training approved by the department in:
A) cardiopulmonary resuscitation that includes a test demonstration on a mannequin;
B) removing a foreign body causing an obstruction in an airway;
C) the Heimlich maneuver; and
D) the use of an automated external defibrillator;
2) holds a valid certification in each of the procedures described in subdivision 1) issued by:
A) the American Red Cross;
B) the American Heart Association; or
C) a comparable organization or institution approved by the state board; or
3) has physical limitations that make it impracticable for the applicant to complete a course or
certification described in subdivision 1) or 2).50
This subsection does not apply to an applicant for a substitute teacher license or to an individual from
outside of Indiana who was granted a license by another state.
The IDE may not issue an initial teaching license at any grade level to an applicant for an initial teaching
license unless the applicant shows evidence that the applicant has successfully completed education and
training on the prevention of child suicide and the recognition of signs that a student may be considering
suicide.51
This subsection also does not apply to an applicant for a substitute teacher license. The IDE may not issue
a teaching license renewal at any grade level to an applicant unless the applicant shows evidence that the
applicant:
(1) has successfully completed training approved by the department in:
A) cardiopulmonary resuscitation that includes a test demonstration on a mannequin;
B) removing a foreign body causing an obstruction in an airway;
C) the Heimlich maneuver; and
D) the use of an automated external defibrillator;
2) holds a valid certification in each of the procedures described in subdivision 1) issued by:
A) the American Red Cross;
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B) the American Heart Association; or
C) a comparable organization or institution approved by the state board; or
3) has physical limitations that make it impracticable for the applicant to complete a course or
certification described in subdivision 1) or 2).52
Applicant Required Oath or Affirmation. An individual who applies for a license or a license renewal to
teach in a public school must subscribe to the following oath or affirmation, which may be administered
by the governing body: "I solemnly swear or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United
States of America and the Constitution of the State of Indiana."53
Applicant Must Pay Taxes. If the IDE is notified by the department of state revenue that an individual is
on the most recent tax warrant list, the IDE cannot not grant a license to the individual until:
1) the individual provides the IDE with a statement from the department of state revenue indicating that
the individual's tax warrant has been satisfied; or
2) the department receives a notice from the commissioner of the department of state revenue under IC
6-8.1-8-2k).54
Written Examination Required. Except teachers who held an Indiana teaching license on June 30, 1985
or were from out of state and granted a license, each teacher applicant for an initial practitioner license
must demonstrate proficiency in the following areas on a written examination or through other
procedures prescribed by the IDE:
1) Basic reading, writing, and mathematics.
2) Pedagogy.
3) Knowledge of the areas in which the individual is required to have a license to teach.
4) If the individual is seeking to be licensed as an elementary school teacher, comprehensive scientifically
based reading instruction skills, including:
A) phonemic awareness;
B) phonics instruction;
C) fluency;
D) vocabulary; and
E) comprehension.55
Required SBOE Rules for Written Examination. The SBOE must adopt rules to do the following:
1) Adopt, validate, and implement the examination or other procedures required by the above statute;
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2) Establish examination scores indicating proficiency; and 3) Otherwise carry out the purposes of this
section.56
Failure to Demonstrate Proficiency. If an individual does not demonstrate the level of proficiency
required to receive a license on all or a part of an examination, the examination's scorer must provide the
individual with the individual's test scores.57 An individual's license examination score may not be
disclosed by the department without the individual's consent, unless specifically required by state or
federal statute or court order.58
IDE Required to Grant Certain Licenses. Notwithstanding section 3b)6) of the licensing statute chapter,59
the IDE must grant an initial practitioner's license in a specific subject area to an applicant who: 1) has
earned a postgraduate degree from a regionally accredited postsecondary educational institution in the
subject area in which the applicant seeks to be licensed; 2) has at least one academic year of experience
teaching students in a middle school, high school, or college classroom setting; and 3) takes the required
oath and demonstrates the required proficiencies.60
Initial Practitioner’s License. An individual who receives an initial practitioner's license under this
section may teach in the specific subject for which the individual is licensed only in: 1) high school; or 2)
middle school - if the subject area is designated by the ISBE as having an insufficient supply of licensed
teachers.61
Renewal of License. After receiving an initial practitioner's license under this section, an applicant who
seeks to renew the applicant's initial practitioner's license or obtain a proficient practitioner's license
must:
1) demonstrate that the applicant has:
A) participated in cultural competency professional development activities;
B) obtained training and information from a special education teacher concerning exceptional
learners; and C) received: i) training or certification that complies; or ii) an exemption from
compliance; with the standards set forth in section 3c) of this chapter 2) meet the same requirements
as other candidates. 62, 63
Charter School Applicant Licenses. The IDE is required to establish a program under which an individual
may obtain a license that allows the individual to teach in a charter school if the individual wishes to teach
in a charter school in Indiana and satisfies either of the following requirements:
A) The individual holds at least a bachelor's degree with a grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0
point scale from an accredited postsecondary institution in the content or a related area in which the
individual wishes to teach.
B) The individual holds at least a bachelor's degree and proof that the individual has passed the state
approved content area examination in the subject area that the individual intends to teach.64
The program established under the above subsection must allow the individual to teach in a charter school
while the individual is in the process of obtaining the license.65
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The IDE is required to establish a program under which an individual may obtain a license that allows the
individual to teach in school corporations and charter schools in Indiana if the individual holds a
bachelor's degree or a graduate degree with a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 point scale from
an accredited postsecondary educational institution.66
Elementary Content Area Licenses. The ISBE is required to adopt rules to establish elementary school
teacher content area licenses that must, at a minimum, include the following:
1) An elementary mathematics specialist license.
2) One or more of the following:
A) An elementary mathematics teacher license.
B) An elementary mathematics and science teacher license.67
Elementary Mathematics Specialist License. To be eligible to receive an elementary mathematics
specialist license, an individual must meet the following:
1) Hold one or more of the following:
A) A middle school mathematics license.
B) A secondary mathematics license.
2) Have three years of successful teaching experience that includes the teaching of mathematics.
3) Have completed graduate course work in the following areas:
A) Specialized content knowledge for teaching mathematics focused on the following: i) Number
concepts and operations. ii) Proportional reasoning. iii) Algebra and functions. iv) Geometry and
measurement. v) Data analysis and probability.
B) Mathematics pedagogical content knowledge focused on the following: i) Teaching. ii) Learners
and learning. iii) Curriculum and assessment.
C) Leadership knowledge and skills.
4) Have completed a supervised practicum that includes working with a range of elementary student
learners and elementary school teachers, both novice and experienced, in a variety of professional
development settings.68
Elementary Mathematics Licenses. If the ISBOE establishes an elementary mathematics teacher license,
an individual must complete the following to be eligible to receive the license:
1) Course work in the area of specialized content knowledge for teaching mathematics, focused on the
following:
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A) Number concepts and operations.
B) Proportional reasoning.
C) Algebra and functions.
D) Geometry and measurement.
E) Data analysis and probability.
2) Course work in the area of pedagogical content knowledge in at least one science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics field, focused on the following:
A) Teaching.
B) Learners and learning.
C) Curriculum and assessment.
3) A supervised practicum that includes working with a range of elementary student learners and
elementary school teachers, both novice and experienced, in a variety of professional development
settings.69
Elementary Mathematics and Science Teacher License. If the ISBOE establishes an elementary
mathematics and science teacher license, an individual must complete the following to be eligible to
receive the license:
1) Course work in the area of specialized content knowledge for teaching mathematics, focused on the
following:
A) Number concepts and operations.
B) Proportional reasoning.
C) Algebra and functions.
D) Geometry and measurement.
E) E) Data analysis and probability.
2) Course work in the area of specialized content knowledge for teaching at least one of the following:
A) Biology.
B) Chemistry.
C) Earth and atmospheric sciences.
D) Physics.
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3) Course work in the area of pedagogical content knowledge in at least one science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics field, focused on the following:
A) Teaching.
B) Learners and learning.
C) Curriculum and assessment.
4) A supervised practicum that includes working with a range of elementary student learners and
elementary school teachers, both novice and experienced, in a variety of professional development
settings.70
Required Incentive Program. The IDE is required to develop an incentive program to:
1) assist teachers who pursue a content area license under this section; and
2) reward teachers who earn a content area license under this section.
The department must make recommendations to the IGA in an electronic format under IC 5-14-6
regarding ways to accomplish the goals described in this subsection.71
Teacher's License; STEM Subjects. The IDE is directed by the IGA to establish a program under which an
individual may obtain a license that allows the individual to teach in school corporations and charter
schools in Indiana if the individual holds a bachelor's degree or a graduate degree with a grade point
average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 point scale from an accredited postsecondary educational institution with
both of the following: 1) a major in any combination of the following — A) science, B) technology, C)
engineering, D) mathematics; and 2) an education minor or concentration from an accredited teacher
preparation program recognized by the state board of education as preparing educators to meet
requirements for licensure.72
This program must allow the individual to teach in a school corporation or charter school while the
individual is in the process of obtaining the license.73
Career Specialist Permit; Eligibility Requirements. To be eligible for a career specialist permit to teach in
a secondary school, an applicant must meet one of the following:
1) The applicant:
A) has a bachelor's degree with a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or its
equivalent if another grading scale is used) in the content area in which the applicant intends to teach;
B) has passed the approved content area examination in the content area in which the applicant
intends to teach;
C) demonstrates proficiency in the area of pedagogy under procedures prescribed by the IDE; and
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D) has, within the immediately preceding five years, at least six thousand clock hours of documented
occupational experience in the content area in which the applicant intends to teach; or
2) The applicant:
A) meets the requirements under subdivision 1)A) or 1)B);
B) demonstrates proficiency in the area of pedagogy under procedures prescribed by the IDE; and
C) has, within the immediately preceding seven years, at least ten thousand clock hours of
documented occupational experience in the content area in which the applicant intends to teach. 74
Transition to Teaching Program. The transition to teaching program was established by the IGA to
accomplish the following: 1) facilitate the transition into the teaching profession of competent
professionals and recent college graduates in fields other than teaching; and 2) allow competent
professionals and recent college graduates to be issued a teaching license through participation in and
satisfactory completion of the program.75
The IDE is required to develop and administer the program. The IDE must also determine the details of
the program that are not included in the authorizing legislation.76
An entity approved by the IDE may establish a course of study that meets the requirements of this section.
A program approved by IDE must comply with the following requirements:
1) Include the following study requirements:
A) For a program participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in grades 5 through 12, up to
eighteen credit hours of study or the equivalent that: i) prepares a program participant to meet
Indiana standards for teaching in the subject areas corresponding to the area in which the program
participant has met the education requirements of the program , unless the program participant
demonstrates that the program participant requires fewer credit hours of study to meet Indiana
standards for teaching; and ii) provides the program participants with instruction in scientifically
based reading instruction. 77
B) For a program participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in kindergarten through grade 6,
twenty-four credit hours of study or the equivalent, which must include at least six credit hours in
teaching scientifically based reading instruction, that prepares a program participant to meet Indiana
standards for teaching, unless the program participant demonstrates that the program participant
requires fewer credit hours of study to meet Indiana standards for teaching.78
C) For a program participant who seeks a license to teach in prekindergarten through grade 3,
twenty-four credit hours of study or the equivalent) that must include at least six credit hours in
teaching scientifically based reading instruction and that prepares a program participant to meet
Indiana standards for teaching, unless the program participant demonstrates that the program
participant requires fewer credit hours of study to meet Indiana standards for teaching.79
2) Focus on student mastery of standards established by the state.80
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3) Include suitable field or classroom experiences if the program participant does not have teaching
experience.81
Participants; Qualifications. An individual who wishes to participate in the program must have one of the
following qualifications:
1) For a program participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in grades 5 through 12, one of the
following:
A) A bachelor's degree or the equivalent with a grade point average of at least three 3.0) on a four 4.0)
point scale from an accredited postsecondary educational institution in the subject area that the
individual intends to teach.
B) A graduate degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution in the subject area or a
related field that the individual intends to teach.
C) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution with a grade
point average of at least two and five-tenths 2.5) on a four 4.0) point scale; and ii) five years
professional experience; in the subject or a related area that the individual intends to teach.
D) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution; and ii) proof
that the individual has passed the state approved content area examination in the subject area that the
individual intends to teach.82
2) For a program participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in kindergarten through grade 6, one
of the following:
A) A bachelor's degree or the equivalent with a grade point average of at least three 3.0) on a four 4.0)
point scale from an accredited institution of higher education.
B) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution with a grade
point average of at least two and five-tenths 2.5) on a four 4.0) point scale; and ii) five years
professional experience in an education related field, as determined by the department.
C) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution; and ii) proof
that the individual has passed the state approved content area examination in the subject area that the
individual intends to teach.83
3) For a program participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in prekindergarten through grade 3,
one of the following:
A) A bachelor's degree or the equivalent with a grade point average of at least three 3.0) on a four 4.0)
point scale from an accredited institution of higher education.
B) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution with a grade
point average of at least two and five-tenths 2.5) on a four 4.0) point scale; and ii) five years
professional experience in an education related field, as determined by the department.
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C) Both: i) a bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution; and ii) proof
that the individual has passed the state approved content area examination in the subject area that the
individual intends to teach.84
Grant of Initial Practitioner License. The IDE must grant an initial practitioner license to a transition to
teaching program participant who does the following:
1) Successfully completes the requirements of the program.
2) Demonstrates proficiency through a written examination in: A) basic reading, writing, and
mathematics; B) pedagogy; and C) knowledge of the areas in which the program participant is required to
have a license to teach; under IC 20-28-5-12b).
3) Participates successfully in a beginning teacher residency program that includes implementation in a
classroom of the teaching skills learned in the program.
4) Receives a successful assessment of teaching skills upon completion of the beginning teacher residency
program under subdivision 3) from the administrator of the school where the beginning teacher residency
program takes place, or, if the program participant does not receive a successful assessment, continues
participating in the beginning teacher residency program.85
Restriction of Initial Practitioner License; Application of Section. This section applies to a program
participant who has a degree or related experience described in the statute86 that does not include all the
content areas of a proficient practitioner license issued by the department. The IDE must issue an initial
practitioner license that is restricted to the content areas in which the program participant: 1) has a
degree; or 2) has passed the state approved content area examination in the content area; unless the
program participant demonstrates sufficient knowledge in other content areas of the license.87
Program Participant School Corporation Employee; Qualified Instructor in Subject Area. A school
corporation may hire a program participant to teach only in the subject area in which the participant
meets the qualifications set forth in the statute.88
Renewal of Initial Practitioner License. After receiving an initial practitioner license, a program
participant who seeks to renew the participant's initial practitioner license must meet the same
requirements for license renewal as other candidates for license renewal.89
ISBOE Rules. The ISBE may adopt rules to administer this chapter. Rules adopted under this section must
include a requirement that entities approved to offer the program submit an annual report to the
department of the number of individuals who enroll in and complete the program.90
Rules adopted under this section may not require that there be a shortage of other licensed teachers in
order for the governing body of a school corporation, including a charter school, or the appointing
authority of an accredited nonpublic school, to employ a program participant.91
Rules adopted under this section may not impose program requirements, participant qualification
requirements, or licensing requirements that are in addition to the requirements set forth in this chapter.
92
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Transition to Teaching License; Employment. A program participant who is employed under this section
is eligible to receive a transition to teaching license. The transition to teaching license is valid for three
years, and may not be renewed.93
A program participant who is employed under this section: 1) shall enter into either:
A) a regular teacher's contract under IC 20-28-6-5; or
B) a temporary teacher's contract under IC 20-28-6-6, if replacing a teacher on a leave of absence;
2) is eligible to participate in a mentor teacher program; and
3) satisfies the field or classroom experience component of the program under the statute.94
Acceptance into Program Before Passing Content Area Examination. Unless otherwise required under
the statute, an individual may enroll in a program and receive a transition to teaching license without
passing a content area examination before admission to the program.95

Suspension and Revocation of Licenses
License Revocation and Suspension. On the written recommendation of the state superintendent, the
department may suspend or revoke a license for: 1) immorality; 2) misconduct in office; 3) incompetency;
or 4) willful neglect of duty.
For each suspension or revocation, the department shall comply with IC 4-21.5-3.96
License Revocation for a Person Convicted of Certain Offenses. a) This section applies when a
prosecuting attorney knows that a licensed employee of a public school or a nonpublic school has been
convicted of an offense listed in subsection c). The prosecuting attorney shall immediately give written
notice of the conviction to the following:
1) The state superintendent.
2) Except as provided in subdivision 3), the superintendent of the school corporation that employs the
licensed employee or the equivalent authority if a nonpublic school employs the licensed employee.
3) The presiding officer of the governing body of the school corporation that employs the licensed
employee, if the convicted licensed employee is the superintendent of the school corporation.97
b) The superintendent of a school corporation, presiding officer of the governing body, or equivalent
authority for a nonpublic school shall immediately notify the state superintendent when the individual
knows that a current or former licensed employee of the public school or nonpublic school has been
convicted of an offense listed in subsection c), or when the governing body or equivalent authority for a
nonpublic school takes any final action in relation to an employee who engaged in any offense listed in
subsection c).98
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c) Except as provided in section 8.5 of this chapter, the IDE shall permanently revoke the license of a
person who is known by the department to have been convicted of any of the following felonies:
1) Kidnapping IC 35-42-3-2).
2) Criminal confinement IC 35-42-3-3).
3) Rape IC 35-42-4-1).
4) Criminal deviate conduct IC 35-42-4-2) before its repeal).
5) Child molesting IC 35-42-4-3).
6) Child exploitation IC 35-42-4-4b) or IC 35-42-4-4c)).
7) Vicarious sexual gratification IC 35-42-4-5).
8) Child solicitation IC 35-42-4-6).
9) Child seduction IC 35-42-4-7).
10) Sexual misconduct with a minor IC 35-42-4-9).
11) Incest IC 35-46-1-3).
12) Dealing in or manufacturing cocaine or a narcotic drug IC 35-48-4-1).
13) Dealing in methamphetamine IC 35-48-4-1.1).
14) Manufacturing methamphetamine IC 35-48-4-1.2).
15) Dealing in a schedule I, II, or III controlled substance IC 35-48-4-2).
16) Dealing in a schedule IV controlled substance IC 35-48-4-3).
17) Dealing in a schedule V controlled substance IC 35-48-4-4).
18) Dealing in a counterfeit substance IC 35-48-4-5).
19) Dealing in marijuana, hash oil, hashish, or salvia as a felony IC 35-48-4-10).
20) An offense under IC 35-48-4 involving the manufacture or sale of a synthetic drug as defined in IC
35-31.5-2-321), a synthetic drug lookalike substance as defined in IC 35-31.5-2-321.5 before its repeal on
July 1, 2019)) under IC 35-48-4-10.5 before its repeal on July 1, 2019), a controlled substance analog as
defined in IC 35-48-1-9.3), or a substance represented to be a controlled substance as described in IC
35-48-4-4.6).
21) Possession of child pornography IC 35-42-4-4d) or IC 35-42-4-4e)). 22) Homicide IC 35-42-1).
23) Voluntary manslaughter IC 35-42-1-3).
24) Reckless homicide IC 35-42-1-5).
25) Battery as any of the following:
A) A Class A felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level 2 felony for a crime
committed after June 30, 2014).
B) A Class B felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level 3 felony for a crime
committed after June 30, 2014).
C) A Class C felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level 5 felony for a crime
committed after June 30, 2014).
26) Aggravated battery IC 35-42-2-1.5).
27) Robbery IC 35-42-5-1).
28) Carjacking IC 35-42-5-2) before its repeal).
29) Arson as a Class A felony or Class B felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or as a Level 2,
Level 3, or Level 4 felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) IC 35-43-1-1a)).
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30) Burglary as a Class A felony or Class B felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or as a Level
1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4 felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) IC 35-43-2-1).
31) Human trafficking IC 35-42-3.5).
32) Dealing in a controlled substance resulting in death IC 35-42-1-1.5).
33) Attempt under IC 35-41-5-1 to commit an offense listed in this subsection.
34) Conspiracy under IC 35-41-5-2 to commit an offense listed in this subsection.99 d) The department
shall permanently revoke the license of a person who is known by the department to have been convicted
of a federal offense or an offense in another state that is comparable to a felony listed in subsection c).100
e) A license may be suspended by the state superintendent as specified in IC 20-28-7.5.101 f) Upon receipt
of information from the office of judicial administration in accordance with IC 33-24-6-3 concerning
persons convicted of an offense listed in subsection c), the IDE shall:
1) cross-check the information received from the office of judicial administration with information
concerning licensed teachers as defined in IC 20-18-2-22b)) maintained by the department; and
2) if a licensed teacher as defined in IC 20-18-2-22b)) has been convicted of an offense described in
subsection c), revoke the licensed teacher's license.102
Reinstatement of revoked license. The IDE may, after holding a hearing on the matter, reinstate the
license of a person whose license has been revoked under section 8 of this chapter if the person's
conviction has been reversed, vacated, or set aside on appeal.103
Statutes Controlling Certified Public Accountants Licensing

Qualification for CPA Certificate. The board shall issue a CPA certificate to an individual who does the
following:
1) Demonstrates good character through lack of a history of dishonest or felonious acts.
2) Meets the requirements set forth in this chapter and IC 25-2.1-4.
3) Pays the fee established by the board.104
Examination; Contents. The examination for CPA applicants must test the candidate's knowledge of the
subjects of accounting and auditing, and other related subjects that the board specifies, including business
law and taxation.105
Time of Holding Examinations. The board must determine when to hold an examination. The
examination must be administered at least two times a year.106
Use of Standardized Test; Contracting for Administration of Examination. The board may: 1) use any
part of the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination and Advisory Grading Service of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants; and 2) contract with third parties to perform
administrative services for the examination as the board determines is appropriate.107
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Examination in Another State; Partial Credit. A candidate shall retain credit for each test section of an
examination passed in another state if the credit would have been given under the requirements
applicable in Indiana at the time the candidate took the examination.108
Examination; Waiver; Conditional Credit. If the candidate can show that credit was lost because of
circumstances beyond the candidate's control, the board may extend the term of conditional credit
validity.109
Examination; Fee. The board may charge, or provide for a third party administering the examination to
charge, each candidate a fee prescribed by the board, for each section of the examination or reexamination
taken by the candidate.110
Qualifications; Experience Requirement. An applicant for the initial issuance of a certificate under this
chapter shall show that the applicant has had two years of experience. To qualify as experience under this
section, an applicant may provide any type of service or advice that:
1) constitutes the use of accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, financial advisory, tax,
or consulting skills as determined under the rules adopted by the board; and
2) is verified by the holder of an active certificate issued under this article or the corresponding
provisions of another state, as determined by the board.
Experience of the type described in this section applies equally toward meeting the experience
requirement of this section regardless of whether it is gained through employment in government,
industry, academia, or public practice.111
Good Character Requirement. The board may refuse to grant a certificate on the ground of failure to
satisfy the good character requirement only if there is a substantial connection between the lack of good
character of the applicant and the professional responsibilities of a licensee.112 A finding by the board of
lack of good character must be supported by clear and convincing evidence.113 When an applicant is found
to be unqualified for a certificate because of a lack of good character, the board shall furnish the applicant:
1) a statement containing the findings of the board;
2) a complete record of the evidence on which the determination was based; and 3) a notice of the
applicant's right of appeal.114
Renewal of Certificate. The board must renew a certificate issued under: 1) this chapter; 2) IC 25-2.1-3
certified public accountants); or if the holder of the certificate applies and meets the requirements under
this chapter.115
Expiration Date of Certificate and Renewal. Subject to IC 25-1-2-6e), an initial and renewed certificate
expires on the date established by the licensing agency under IC 25-1-6-4. An individual may renew a
certificate by paying a renewal fee and complying with the continuing education requirements established
under section 5 of this chapter on or before the expiration date of the certificate. If an individual fails to
pay a renewal fee on or before the expiration date of a certificate, the certificate becomes invalid without
further action by the board. If an individual holds a certificate that has been invalid for not more than
three years, the board shall reinstate the certificate if the individual meets the requirements of IC
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25-1-8-6c). If more than three years have elapsed since the date a certificate expired, the individual who
holds the certificate may seek reinstatement of the certificate by satisfying the requirements for
reinstatement under IC 25-1-8-6d).116
Form and Time of Application; Time for Grant or Denial; Temporary Certificates. An application for a
certificate must be made in a form and in the case of an application for renewal, between the dates the
board specifies. The board shall grant or deny an application not more than ninety days after the
application is properly filed. If the applicant seeks the opportunity to show that issuance or renewal of a
certificate was mistakenly denied, or if the board is not able to determine whether a certificate should be
granted or denied, the board may issue to the applicant a temporary certificate that expires ninety days
after its issuance or when the board determines whether to issue or renew the certificate.117
Statutes Controlling Architects Licensing
Application for Certificate of Registration. A person desiring to engage in the practice of architecture:
1) must apply to the board for a certificate of registration in compliance with this chapter;
2) must submit evidence to the board that the person is qualified to engage in the practice of architecture
in compliance with the requirements of this chapter, including evidence that the person:
A) graduated with a professional degree from a school or college of architecture accredited by the
National Architectural Accrediting Board, Inc., or its successor;
B) successfully completed the required examination; and
C) successfully completed the intern development program required under section 7.5 of this chapter;
and
3) must not have been convicted of:
A) an act that would constitute a ground for disciplinary sanction under IC 25-1-11; or
B) a felony that has direct bearing on the applicant's ability to practice competently.118
The application for a certificate of registration shall be: 1) made on a form prescribed and furnished by the
board; 2) verified; and 3) accompanied by a fee established by the board under IC 25-1-8-2.119
Examinations of Applicants. The board shall adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 concerning the scope and
subject matter for the examination of applicants for certificates of registration as registered architects. The
examination must be a written test of the applicant's competency to plan, design, specify, and supervise
architectural projects. The examination must include the following subjects:
1) The planning, specifying, designing, and construction of buildings.
2) The strength of building materials.
3) The principles of sanitation and ventilation as applied to buildings.

Indiana Policy Review

!28

Fall 2019

COVER ESSAY

4) The ability of the applicant to make practical application of his knowledge in the ordinary professional
work of an architect.
The board may require the written examination to be supplemented by oral examinations.120
Issuance of Certificate of Registration. Whenever the provisions of this act have been complied with by an
applicant, the board shall issue a certificate of registration to the applicant as a registered architect, which
certificate shall have the effect of a license to the person to whom it is issued to practice architecture in
this state, subject to the provisions of this act.121 The board must issue certificates of registration only as
provided in sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of this chapter.122
Statutes Controlling Attorneys Licensing
Attorneys Under Authority of Indiana Supreme Court. The IGA does not license Attorneys by statute .
The Indiana Supreme Court has original jurisdiction, among other matters, in the following areas: 1)
admission to the practice of law; 2) discipline and disbarment of attorneys; and 3) unauthorized practice
of law.123
Practice of Law by Attorneys; Officer of the Court. A person, before proceeding to discharge the duties of
an attorney, shall take an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the
State of Indiana, and faithfully and honestly discharge the duties of an attorney at law. This oath must be
entered in the order book of the court. A duly sworn attorney who is not otherwise disqualified to practice
law is an officer of the court.124
Statutes Controlling Nurses Licensing
Registered Nurses Defined. As used in the statute, "registered nurse" means a person who holds a valid
license issued: 1) under the statute; or 2) by a party state as defined in IC 25-23.3-2-11); and 3) who bears
primary responsibility and accountability for nursing practices based on specialized knowledge, judgment,
and skill derived from the principles of biological, physical, and behavioral sciences.125
Requirements for Registered Nurse Applicants. Any person who applies to the board for a license to
practice as a registered nurse must:
(1) not have:
A) been convicted of a crime that has a direct bearing on the person's ability to practice competently;
or
B) committed an act that would constitute a ground for a disciplinary sanction under IC 25-1-9;
2) have completed:
A) the prescribed curriculum and met the graduation requirements of a state accredited program of
registered nursing that only accepts students who have a high diploma or its equivalent as determined
by the board; or school
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B) the prescribed curriculum and graduation requirements of a nursing education program in a
foreign country that is substantially equivalent to a board approved program as determined by the
board. The board may by rule adopted under IC 4-22-2 require an applicant under this subsection to
successfully complete an examination approved by the board to measure the applicant's qualifications
and background in the practice of nursing and proficiency in the English language; and
3) be physically and mentally capable of and professionally competent to safely engage in the practice of
nursing as determined by the board.126
B.S. Not Required. The board may not require a person to have a baccalaureate degree in nursing as a
prerequisite for licensure.127
Examination Required. The applicant must pass an examination in such subjects as the board may
determine.128
Temporary Permits. The board may issue a temporary permit to practice as a nurse to a nurse licensed to
practice in another state or territory of the United States, who has applied to the board for licensure by
endorsement and submitted proof of current licensure to the board. The permit is valid for ninety days
after issuance or upon denial of licensure by the board. The permit may be renewed by the board, for a
period not to exceed ninety days, if, in the determination of the board, it is not possible to complete the
application process in that time period.129 Persons holding a temporary permit to practice as a nurse are
subject to the disciplinary provisions of this chapter and IC 25-1-9.130 The board may establish by rule
under IC 4-22-2 application procedures and requirements for the issuance of temporary permits under
this section.131
Endorsements. The board may issue by endorsement a license to practice as a registered nurse to an
applicant who has been licensed as a registered nurse, by examination, under the laws of another state if
the applicant presents proof satisfactory to the board that, at the time that the applicant applies for an
Indiana license by endorsement, the applicant holds a current license in another state and possesses
credentials and qualifications that are substantially equivalent to requirements in Indiana for licensure by
examination. The board may specify by rule what constitutes substantial equivalence under this
subsection.132
Endorsement Licenses. The board may issue by endorsement a license to practice as a registered nurse to
an applicant who:
1) has completed the English version of the:
A) Canadian Nurse Association Testing Service Examination CNAT); or
B) Canadian Registered Nurse Examination CRNE);
2) achieved the passing score required on the examination at the time the examination was taken;
3) is currently licensed in a Canadian province or in another state; and
4) meets the other requirements under this section.133
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License Fees. Each applicant for examination and registration to practice as a registered nurse shall pay a
fee set by the board, a part of which must be used for the rehabilitation of impaired registered nurses and
impaired licensed practical nurses. Payment of the fee or fees shall be made by the applicant prior to the
date of examination.134
May Use R.N. Title. Any person who holds a license to practice as a registered nurse in: 1) Indiana; or 2) a
party state as defined in IC 25-23.3-2-11); may use the title "Registered Nurse" and the abbreviation
"R.N.." No other person shall practice or advertise as or assume the title of registered nurse or use the
abbreviation of "R.N." or any other words, letters, signs, or figures to indicate that the person using same
is a registered nurse.135
License Expiration. Subject to IC 25-1-2-6e), a license to practice as a registered nurse expires on October
31 in each odd-numbered year. Failure to renew the license on or before the expiration date will
automatically render the license invalid without any action by the board.
Statutes Controlling Social Workers Licensing
Applicability. IC 25-1-2-2.1 applies to the permits, licenses, certificates of registration, and evidences of
authority described in this chapter.136
Two Year or Longer Period for Certain Licenses. The permits, licenses, certificates of registration, or
evidences of authority granted by a state agency and described in IC 25-0.5-2 must be issued for a period
of two years or for the period specified in the article under which the permit, license, certificate of
registration, or evidence of authority is issued if the period specified in the article is longer than two years.
137

"Licensed Social Worker." "Licensed social worker" means an individual who is licensed under IC
25-23.6-5.138
"Practice of Social Work." "Practice of social work" means professional services that are designed to effect
change in human behavior, emotional responses, and social conditions of individuals, couples, families,
groups, and communities and that involve specialized knowledge and skill related to human development,
including an understanding of unconscious motivation, the potential for human growth, the availability of
social resources, and knowledge of social systems. The term includes planning, administration, and
research for community social services delivery systems. The term does not include the use of
psychotherapy or diagnosis as defined
in IC 25-22.5-1-1.1c)).
The term, as it is applied to an individual who is licensed as a bachelor's degree social worker, means the
level of knowledge at the level expected upon completion of a bachelor's degree in social work from a
postsecondary educational institution that is accredited or approved for candidacy by the Council on
Social Work Education, or approved by the board, including planning, administration, and research for
community social services delivery systems at a generalist level.139
"Social Worker." "Social worker" means an individual who graduates from a program accredited by the
Council on Social Work Education.140
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"Social Work Experience." "Social work experience" means a period of time during which an applicant
provides social worker services, including assessment and evaluation of clients, in which at least fifty
percent of the time consists of providing services directly to clients.141
Bachelor's Degree of Social Worker License Requirements. An individual who applies for a license as a
bachelor's degree social worker must meet the following requirements:
1) Furnish satisfactory evidence to the board that the individual has received a bachelor's degree in social
work from:
A) an eligible postsecondary educational institution that is accredited or approved for candidacy by
the Council on Social Work Education or approved by the board; or
B) a foreign school that has a program of study that is approved by the Foreign Equivalency
Determination Service of the Council on Social Work Education.
2) Furnish satisfactory evidence to the board that the individual does not have a conviction for a crime
that has a direct bearing on the individual's ability to practice competently.
3) Furnish satisfactory evidence to the board that the individual has not been the subject of a disciplinary
action by a licensing or certification agency of another state or jurisdiction on the grounds that the
individual was not able to practice as a social worker without endangering the public.
4) Pass an examination provided by the board. 5) Pay the fee established by the board.142
An applicant who graduated from a graduate program that did not emphasize direct patient or client
services may complete the clinical curriculum requirement by returning to a graduate program allowed
under section 21)B) of this chapter to complete the education requirements. Coursework that was taken at
a baccalaureate level does not meet the requirements under this section unless an official of the graduate
program certifies that the specific course, which a student enrolled in the same graduate program was
ordinarily required to complete at the graduate level, was waived or exempted based on completion of a
similar course at the baccalaureate level.143
Examination; Minimum Requirements. An individual who satisfies the requirements of section 1 or 2 of
this chapter and section 3 of this chapter may take the examination provided by the board.144 The board
shall provide for examinations to be given at least once annually at times and places established by the
board.145
Issuance of License. The board shall issue a license to an individual who: 1) achieves a passing score, as
determined by the board, on the examination provided under this chapter; and 2) is otherwise qualified
under this article.146
Duration of License; Renewal. Subject to IC 25-1-2-6e), a license issued by the board is valid for the
remainder of the renewal period in effect on the date the license was issued. An individual may renew a
license by: 1) paying a renewal fee on or before the expiration date of the license; and 2) completing not
less than twenty hours of continuing education per licensure year. If an individual fails to pay a renewal
fee on or before the expiration date of a license, the license becomes invalid.147
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Reinstatement of Invalid License. The board may reinstate an invalid license up to three years after the
expiration date of the license if the individual holding the invalid license meets the requirements under IC
25-1-8-6. If more than three years have elapsed since the date a license expired, the individual holding the
license may renew the license by satisfying the requirements for renewal established by the board and
meeting the requirements under IC 25-1-8-6.148
Reciprocity. The board shall issue a license to an individual to be a bachelor's degree social worker, social
worker, or clinical social worker if the individual:
1) has a valid license or certificate to practice from another state or jurisdiction;
2) has passed an examination substantially equivalent to the level for which licensure is being requested;
3) does not have a pending disciplinary proceeding in another state; and 4) pays a fee.149
Temporary Permit to Practice Social Work; Expiration. The board shall issue a temporary permit to
practice social work to an individual who: 1) meets the educational requirements for a license as a social
worker; and 2) pays a fee for the temporary permit set by the board. The board shall issue a temporary
permit to practice bachelor's degree social work to an individual who: 1) meets the educational
requirements for a license as a bachelor's degree social worker; and 2) pays a fee for the temporary permit
set by the board.
A temporary permit issued under this section expires one year after the date the permit is issued, without
regard to the number of times the individual passes or fails the required examination to become a licensed
social worker or a licensed bachelor's degree social worker. The temporary permit may not be renewed.150
Exemption from Examination Requirement. An individual who applies for a license under this article may
be exempted by the board from the examination requirement under this chapter if the individual:
1) is licensed or certified to practice as a social worker . . . in another state and has passed an examination
substantially equivalent to the level for which the individual is requesting licensure;
2) has engaged in the practice of social work . . . for not less than three 3) of the previous five 5) years;
3) has passed a licensing examination substantially equivalent to the licensing examination under this
article;
4) has passed an examination pertaining to the social work . . . laws and rules of this state; and
5) has not committed any act or is not under investigation for any act that constitutes a violation of this
article; and is otherwise qualified under section 1 or 2 of this chapter and section 3 of this chapter and
pays an additional fee.151
Qualifications of School Social Workers. An individual who obtains a position as a school social worker
for a school corporation must hold a master's degree in social work. This subsection does not apply to an
individual who obtained a position as a school social worker for a school corporation before July 1,
2001.152
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General Licensing Statutes Applying Only to Accountants, Architects, Nurses, and Social
Workers
Issuance of License; Evidence of Payment of Personal Property Tax. It is unlawful for any board, officer,
or person to issue any license, as defined in section 2 of this chapter, to any person who is a resident of
this state, unless the applicant, at the time he applies for such license, submits, in addition to all other
requirements prescribed by law, a receipt or other evidence showing that he has paid all his personal
property taxes in full. "Other evidence" in the case of all licenses issued by the bureau of motor vehicles
means a statement signed by the treasurer of the county in which the applicant is a resident that the
applicant has paid all personal taxes assessed against him, including all delinquent personal property tax;
or, if the applicant owns no personal property subject to taxation, a signed statement from the assessor of
the county in which the applicant resides certifying that he has made an affidavit to the effect that he owes
no delinquent personal property tax in any county in
Indiana.153
"Conviction of Concern." As used in this chapter,
"conviction of concern" means a criminal conviction
directly related to the duties and responsibilities of the
occupation or profession for which the individual is
applying or holds a license or certification as set by the
board.154

It is possible that none of the
members of the State Board of
Education will be a classroom
teacher. The current board only
has two active classroom
teachers, although some other
member shave prior classroom
teaching experience.

Denial, Revocation, or Suspension of License or Certificate
of Registration; Conviction of Crime. Except as provided
under sections 2 through 5 of this chapter, a license or
certificate of registration that an individual is required by
law to hold to engage in a business, profession, or occupation may not be denied, revoked, or suspended
because the applicant or holder has been convicted of an offense. The acts from which the applicant's or
holder's conviction resulted may, however, be considered as to whether the applicant or holder should be
entrusted to serve the public in a specific capacity.
An individual licensed or certified under this title shall, not later than ninety days after the entry of an
order or judgment, notify the board in writing of any misdemeanor or felony criminal conviction, except
traffic related misdemeanors other than operating a motor vehicle under the influence of a drug or
alcohol. A certified copy of the order or judgment with a letter of explanation must be submitted to the
board along with the written notice.155
Suspension, Denial, or Revocation of a License or Certificate for Specified Convictions. Notwithstanding
IC 25-1-7, a board . . . may suspend, deny, or revoke a license or certificate issued under this title by the
board . . . if the individual who holds the license or certificate is convicted of any of the following and the
board determines that the offense affects the individual's ability to perform the duties of the profession:
1) Possession of cocaine or a narcotic drug under IC 35-48-4-6.
2) Possession of methamphetamine under IC 35-48-4-6.1.
3) Possession of a controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-7a).
4) Fraudulently obtaining a controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-7c).

Indiana Policy Review

!34

Fall 2019

COVER ESSAY

5) Manufacture of paraphernalia as a Class D felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level
6 felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) under IC 35-48-4-8.1b).
6) Dealing in paraphernalia as a Class D felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level 6
felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) under IC 35-48-4-8.5b).
7) Possession of paraphernalia as a Class D felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014) or a Level 6
felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) under IC 35-48-4-8.3b) before its amendment on July
1, 2015).
8) Possession of marijuana, hash oil, hashish, or salvia as a Class D felony for a crime committed before
July 1, 2014) or a Level 6 felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014) under IC 35-48-4-11.
9) A felony offense under IC 35-48-4 involving possession of a synthetic drug as defined in IC
35-31.5-2-321), possession of a controlled substance analog as defined in IC 35-48-1-9.3), or possession of
a synthetic drug lookalike substance as defined in IC 35-31.5-2-321.5 before its repeal on July 1, 2019)) as
a:
(A) Class D felony for a crime committed before July 1, 2014; or
B) Level 6 felony for a crime committed after June 30, 2014; under IC 35-48-4-11.5 before its repeal
on July 1, 2019).
10) Maintaining a common nuisance under IC 35-48-4-13 repealed) or IC 35-45-1-5, if the common
nuisance involves a controlled substance.
11) An offense relating to registration, labeling, and prescription forms under IC 35-48-4-14.
12) Conspiracy under IC 35-41-5-2 to commit an offense listed in this section.
13) Attempt under IC 35-41-5-1 to commit an offense listed in this section.
14) A sex crime under IC 35-42-4.
15) A felony that reflects adversely on the individual's fitness to hold a professional license.
16) An offense in any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the offense for which the conviction was
entered are substantially similar to the elements of an offense described in this section.156
Suspension or Revocation of License or Certificate; Conviction for Additional Drug Related Offenses. A
board . . . shall revoke or suspend a license or certificate issued under this title by the board . . . if the
individual who holds the license or certificate is convicted of any of the following:
1) Dealing in a controlled substance resulting in death under IC 35-42-1-1.5.
2) Dealing in or manufacturing cocaine or a narcotic drug under IC 35-48-4-1.
3) Dealing in methamphetamine under IC 35-48-4-1.1.
4) Manufacturing methamphetamine under IC 35-48-4-1.2.
5) Dealing in a schedule I, II, or III controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-2.
6) Dealing in a schedule IV controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-3.
7) Dealing in a schedule V controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-4.
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8) Dealing in a substance represented to be a controlled substance under IC 35-48-4-4.5 before its repeal
on July 1, 2019).
9) Knowingly or intentionally manufacturing, advertising, distributing, or possessing with intent to
manufacture, advertise, or distribute a substance represented to be a controlled substance under IC
35-48-4-4.6.
10) Dealing in a counterfeit substance under IC 35-48-4-5.
11)Dealing in marijuana, hash oil, hashish, or salvia as a felony under IC 35-48-4-10.
12) An offense under IC 35-48-4 involving the manufacture or sale of a synthetic drug as defined in IC
35-31.5-2-321), a synthetic drug lookalike substance as defined in IC 35-31.5-2-321.5 before its repeal
on July 1, 2019)) under IC 35-48-4-10.5 before its repeal on July 1, 2019), a controlled substance
analog as defined in IC 35-48-1-9.3), or a substance represented to be a controlled substance as
described in IC 35-48-4-4.6).
13) Conspiracy under IC 35-41-5-2 to commit an offense listed in this section.
14) Attempt under IC 35-41-5-1 to commit an offense listed in this section.
15) An offense in any other jurisdiction in which the elements of the offense for which the conviction was
entered are substantially similar to the elements of an offense described in this section.
16) A violation of any federal or state drug law or rule related to wholesale legend drug distributors
licensed under IC 25-26-14.157
National Criminal History Background Check for Certain Licenses and Certificates; Release of
Background Results; Random Audit. a) This section applies to an individual who is applying for, or will
be applying for, an initial license or an initial certificate under one 1) of the occupations or professions
described in IC 25-0.5-1.
b) As used in this chapter, "national criminal history background check" means the criminal history
record system maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation based on fingerprint identification or
any other method of positive identification.
c) An individual applying for an initial license or initial certificate specified in subsection a) shall submit
to a national criminal history background check at the cost of the individual.
d) The state police department shall release the results of a national criminal history background check
conducted under this section to the Indiana professional licensing agency.
e) A board, a commission, or a committee may conduct a random audit and require an individual seeking
a renewal of a license or a certificate specified in subsection a) to submit to a national criminal history
background check at the cost of the individual.158
"Delinquent" Defined. As used in this chapter, "delinquent" means at least: 1) two thousand dollars
$2,000); or 2) three months; past due on payment of court ordered child support.159
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Order for Suspension or Denial of License; Notice to Practitioner; Contents; Reinstatement. a) Upon
receiving an order of a court issued under IC 31-16-12-8 the board shall:
1) suspend the license of the practitioner; or
2) deny the application of the applicant; who is the subject of the order.
b) Upon receiving an order of a court issued under IC 31-16-12-8 the board shall promptly mail a notice to
the last known address of the person who is the subject of the order, stating the following:
1) That the practitioner's license has been suspended, beginning five 5) business days after the date the
notice is mailed, and that the suspension will terminate ten 10) business days after the board receives an
order allowing reinstatement from the court that issued the suspension order.
2) That the practitioner has the right to petition for reinstatement of the practitioner's license to the court
that issued the order for suspension.
c) The board may not reinstate a license suspended under this section until the board receives an order
allowing reinstatement from the court that issued the order for suspension.160
Notice of Probationary Status for Failure to Pay Child Support; Suspension; Reinstatement. a) The
board shall, upon receiving an order from the bureau child support bureau established by IC 31-25-3-1)
under IC 31-25-4-32e) or IC 31-25-4-34b), place on probationary status any license issued by the board
and held by the person who is the subject of the order. The board shall send the practitioner a notice that
does the following:
1) States that the person's license has been placed on probationary status.
2) States that the person's license will be suspended if the board has not received notice from the bureau
under IC 31-25-4-32m) or IC 31-25-4-34g) within twenty 20) days after the date of the notice.
3) Describes the amount of child support that the person is in arrears. 4) Explains the procedures to:
A) pay the person's child support arrearage in full; and
B) establish a payment plan with the bureau to pay the arrearage, which must include an income
withholding order under IC 31-16-15-2 or IC 31-16-15-2.5.
b) If the board has not received notice from the bureau under IC 31-25-4-32m) or IC 31-25-4-34g) within
twenty 20) days after the date of the notice in subsection a), the board shall suspend the practitioner's
license.
c) The board may not reinstate a license or permit placed on probationary status or suspended under this
section until the board receives a notice from the bureau under IC 31-25-4-32m) or IC 31-25-4-34g) that
the practitioner has addressed the delinquency.161
Two year or Longer Period for Certain Licenses. Rather than being issued annually, the permits, licenses,
certificates of registration, or evidences of authority granted by a state agency and described in IC
25-0.5-2 must be issued for a period of two years or for the period specified in the article under which the
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permit, license, certificate of registration, or
evidence of authority is issued if the period
specified in the article is longer than two years.162
Persons on Tax Warrant List and Unpaid Bills of
State. If the department of state revenue notifies
the licensing agency that a person is on the most
recent tax warrant list, the licensing agency shall
not issue or renew the person's license until:

In order to obtain a license the teacher
must have successfully completed
training in: cardiopulmonary
resuscitation that includes a test
demonstration on a mannequin;
removing a foreign body causing an
obstruction in an airway; the Heimlich
maneuver; and the use of an automated
external defibrillator.

1) the person provides to the licensing agency a
statement from the department of state revenue
indicating that the person's tax warrant has been satisfied; or

2) the licensing agency receives a notice from the commissioner of the department of state revenue under
IC 6-8.1-8-2k).
If the alcohol and tobacco commission notifies the licensing agency that a person has an outstanding
balance due to the alcohol and tobacco commission, the licensing agency shall not issue or renew the
person's license until the person provides to the licensing agency a statement from the alcohol and
tobacco commission indicating that the person's outstanding balance has been satisfied.
If the bureau of motor vehicles notifies the licensing agency that a person has an outstanding balance due
to the bureau of motor vehicles because a check, draft, or order issued or delivered by the person to the
bureau of motor vehicles was returned or dishonored because of insufficient funds, the licensing agency
shall not issue or renew the person's license until the person provides to the licensing agency a statement
from the bureau of motor vehicles indicating that the person's outstanding balance has been satisfied.163
General Licensing Statutes Applying Only to Nurses, and Social Workers
Annual report Required from Nurses and Social Workers. As used in this section, "board" means any of
the following boards: . . . 1) The Indiana state board of nursing . . . 2) The behavioral health and human
services licensing board . . . . As used in this section, "license" means: 1) an unlimited license, certificate,
or registration; 2) a limited or probationary license, certificate, or registration; 3) a temporary license,
certificate, registration, or permit; 4) an intern permit; or 5) a provisional license . . . , issued by the board
regulating the profession in question.
As used in this section, "practitioner" means an individual who holds a license under any of the following:
1) IC 25-14-1 . . . . To allow for programmatic and policy recommendations to improve workforce
performance, address identified workforce shortages, and retain practitioners, beginning January 1, 2019,
every practitioner who is renewing online a license issued by a board must include the following
information related to the practitioner's work in Indiana under the practitioner's license during the
previous two years:
1) The practitioner's specialty or field of practice.
2) The following concerning the practitioner's current practice:
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A) The location or address.
B) The setting type.
C) The average hours worked weekly.
D) The health care services provided.
3) The practitioner's education background and training.164
Table 1: Comparison of 5 State Boards.

State Board

Minimum

# Members in

# Members

Who Appoints

Profession

Meetings

Restrictions

Required

State Superintendent
State Board of
Education

is mandated;
11

6

Governor appts 8;
Speaker of House 1;

1 per month +
called meetings

Not more than 1 per
Congressional District; not more
than 5 from 1 political party

President Pro Tem 1
5 CPA's who are Indiana
Board of
Accountancy

6

5

Governor appoints all

as determined

residents; 1 consumer resident

by Board

who is knowledgeable in
accounting
Must be citizens of USA and

Board of Architects

5

5

Governor appoints all

2 times a year +
called meetings

Indiana residents; 4 must be
architects and 1 must be
landscape architects; prefer 10
years experience
Must be USA citizens and Indiana

Nursing Board

9

8

Governor appoints all

1 annually

residents; 6 must be R.N.; 2 must
be LPN: 1 must be a consumer
not in health care

2 marriage & family therapists; 1
social worker; 1 social services

Behavioral Health
and Human
Services Licensing

10

2

Governor appoints
all

Board

director of hospital; 2 mental
monthly

health counselors; 2 clinical
addiction counselors; 1
physician; 1 consumer. Not more
than 6 from 1 political party

Analysis and Commentary Regarding State Boards
State Boards. It may be helpful to review table 1. What stands out from examining this table is the
inconsistency in the five boards. Keep in mind there is no statutory board for attorneys, so none is
presented. The ISBOE is the largest in membership. It is the only board that requires that not more than
one appointee be from each of the State’s congressional districts. It is also the only board that permits a
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board appointment from each of the Speaker of the House and the Senate Pro Tem. Some boards are only
required to meet once or twice a year, while the ISBOE must meet at least monthly. The Behavioral Health
and Human Services Licensing Board is the only other board that must meet at least monthly.
Both the ISBOE and the Behavioral Health and Human Services Licensing Board have restrictions on
the number of board members that may be from one political party. The other four professions compared
have no such restriction.
It should also be noted that although it appears that classroom teachers are well represented on the
SBOE, this does not normally happen. At least six members appointed under this subdivision must have
professional experience in the field of education. However, an individual is considered to have
professional experience in the field of education if the individual has teaching or leadership experience at
a postsecondary educational institution or is currently employed as, or is retired from a position as: 1) a
teacher; 2) a principal; 3) an assistant superintendent; or 4) a superintendent. This “professional
experience in the field of education” does not even have to be at the K-12 level. It can be all at the college
level, even just in some type of college administrative post.
Thus, it is possible that none of the members of the SBOE will be a classroom teacher. The current
board only has two active classroom teachers, although some other member shave prior classroom
teaching experience.
The Behavioral Health and Human Services Licensing Board is a board that governs multiple
professions, not just social workers. Thus it has only two social workers on the board. However, all but one
board member are health or behavioral health members, and only one is a non-health care member, i.e. a
consumer of health care.
All other licensing boards, except the SBOE, have only one consumer on the board, or none at all. As
stated earlier, the current SBOE only has two active public school teachers. Thus, no other state board
studied has as much a lack of current practicing professionals on their board as the SBOE. This lack of
practicing teacher professionals diminishes the professional status of teachers.
One could argue that since education is a public good and not a private good that this distinguishes the
SBOE from the other boards studied. However, the reader should be reminded that the IGA is responsible
for creating this public good — this massive bureaucracy that we call public schools. It is the IGA who can
undo this massive bureaucracy with the stroke of a pen.
There is no constitutional mandate, state or federal, for the creation of this cumbersome and highly
controlled public education system. Indiana’s constitution only requires that the IGA .." . . encourage, by
all suitable means, moral, intellectual, scientific, and agricultural improvement; and to provide, by law,
for a general and uniform system of Common Schools, wherein tuition shall be without charge, and
equally open to all.”165
Proponents of the current system of bureaucratic government run schools rely on the IGS duty to
provide “a general and uniform system of Common Schools." They argue that this wording mandates the
current system of highly controlled and regulated government schools. However, such argument simply
fails as the express language does not require such a system as exists now. It does not mandate e a totally
inflexible system as parents, students, and teachers are saddled with now . . . only that the system be
“general and uniform."
Further, such a restrictive interpretation used by some in defense of the current system of government
run schools ignores the constitutional mandate for the IGA to “encourage by all suitable means” the
improvement of Indiana citizens’ moral, intellectual, scientific, and agricultural improvement language
that appears immediately before the mandate of a general and uniform system of common schools.
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Thus, there is nothing to prevent the IGA from giving teachers more control over their own profession.
Changes to public education can be made to make it more responsive and accountable can easily be made
with the passage of a single law. Lisa Snell’s weighted student formula is but one such example and can
easily be made to give teachers and parents more control of public education.166
Another possible explanation for having only two active public school teachers on the SBOE, could be
that the IGA does not view public school teachers as a real profession, or at least it does not hold the
teaching profession in as high esteem as it does the other professions studied herein. It is also possible
that the IGA does not trust teachers to manage their own profession. This could be due to the aggressive
actions of the state teachers’ unions during collective bargaining and with the hundreds of lawsuits against
the State and its entities filed by those unions and teachers over the past half century.
The discrepancy in board representation by teachers as compared with the other boards studied is ripe
for explanation and further study.

Table 2: Comparison of Number of Words in Licensing Statutes

Profession

Teachers

# Words in Specific
Statute

# Words in

# Words in

Supplemental Statute

Supplemental Statute

1

2

5,002

Total # Words
in All Statutes

5,002

Accountants

868

2,173

3,041

Architects

390

2,173

2,563

Attorneys

143

Nurses

823

2173

214

3,210

1,353

2,173

214

3,740

Social Workers

143

Analysis and Commentary Regarding Licensing Statutes
Licensing Statutes. It may be helpful to review table 2. The purpose of examining the number of words
in the licensing statutes, is that the longer and the more numerous the statutes the more the IGA has
chosen to regulate the licensing of the profession.
The statutes governing teacher licensing have the most words. This is not surprising as the IGA has a
propensity to regulate public education. Upon review of the licensing statutes the teacher statutes have the
most licenses. Is teaching that much more complex than the other professions studied? It appears that the
IGA thinks so.
The IGA has taken specificity in its teacher licensing statutes to a new level. For example, in order to
obtain a license the teacher must have successfully completed training in: cardiopulmonary resuscitation
that includes a test demonstration on a mannequin; removing a foreign body causing an obstruction in an
airway; the Heimlich maneuver; and the use of an automated external defibrillator.
Further example of the detailed specificity the IGA has in its teacher licensing statutes is at renewal.
After receiving an initial practitioner's license, an applicant who seeks to renew the applicant's initial

Indiana Policy Review

!41

Fall 2019

COVER ESSAY

practitioner's license or obtain a proficient practitioner's license must: 1) demonstrate that the applicant
has: A) participated in cultural competency professional development activities; B) obtained training and
information from a special education teacher concerning exceptional learners; and C) received: i) training
or certification that complies; or ii) an exemption from compliance; with the standards set forth in the
paragraph above; and 2) meet the same requirements as other candidates.
Other examples of extreme specificity abound in the teacher statutes. This level of detail is generally
not found in the other licensing statutes of the other professions. The question is why? Why does the
legislature choose to micromanage the licensing of teachers when the other professions largely are left to
their professional organizations, or at least their professional peers on the state boards, to police the
licensing of their professions? This calls for further study. One can only speculate why.
Conclusion: The state boards that govern licensing of professionals and their licensing statutes are
only two areas of possible comparison. Other comparisons involving teachers and other professionals
include such areas as: continuing education required; evaluation of professionals and the quality of
professional services; discipline of professionals; extent of control of university programs providing
professional preparation; professional working conditions; and extent of legislative control of professional
services provided by the professionals.
One thing is clear, during the past 50-plus years, the IGA has passed more and more laws controlling
public education. The entire system of government operated schools is close to collapse. A simple
alternative is to introduce competition, empower the teaching professionals to do their job, and for
government to measure, compare, and communicate to the public these quality measures. This would
require far fewer government and taxpayer resources. It would also have the benefit of empowering
teachers in their profession.
One final note: There is a glimmer of hope that the IGA recognizes that there exists some major
problems with the system of government schools. The 2019 IGA session has created a legislative council
study committee.167 This committee is required to study a plethora of education mandates.168 The term
"education mandate" means a requirement of an educational entity included in the Indiana Code or an
administrative rule. The term includes all: 1) training requirements; 2) professional development
requirements; and 3) state board or department: A) policies; B) procedures; C) data reporting
requirements; and D) survey requirements.169
The downside of this otherwise eventful legislation, is that the wheels of legislative reform turn very
slowly. The study committee is tasked with studying 80+ laws over the next four years. Sometimes it takes
a long time to see the forest for the trees.
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Costs: Rent-Seeking,
Occupational Licensure
Should Indiana loosen its licensing
requirements and restrictions it
could add $1.4 billion in expendable
income to Hoosier families and the
state economy.
Jared Green is a senior economics
student at Ball State University. An
avid reader of the economists
Freidrich Hayek, Milton Friedman and
Ludwig von Mises, Green recently
attended an economic colloquium at
Friedman’s summer home Capitaf in
Fairlee, Vermont. He wrote this for the
Indiana Policy Review Foundation.

RENT-SEEKING has
become as much a part of the fabric of America as
apple pie, baseball and the 4th of July. The idea of
economic rent, or rent-seeking, is that a firm will
attempt to make money sans production. One of
the most popular examples is political lobbying,
where a firm attempts to sway government
representatives to vote in the best interest of that
specific firm.
For example, if there is a bill going to the
Senate floor that could potentially lose a company
a $1 million, that company will spend up to
$999,999 to ensure that the bill doesn’t pass. This
is $999,999 that could have gone toward
production, but because it is spent on rentseeking, it eventually leads to some deadweight
loss money that doesn’t go to the company or its
customers, but in effect disappears from the
market place).
A less common example of rent-seeking is
government-mandated professional licensure,
which is just one potential policy outcome of
political lobbying. For almost two-thirds of
employed Americans, entering and exiting the job
market is no problem.
For the other third, they must pay a fee to the
gatekeeper to enter their market, a fee in the form
of a government license.

This is different from education and
certification. Generally, a degree or a certification
says, “I’ve proven that I know what I’m doing.” An
employer may require a degree or certification to
be considered for employment. A government
license, however, is simply paying the government
so that you can enter your specific professional
market, whether you’re starting your own
business, teaching 2nd grade or building a
condominium.
This is where rent-seeking comes in. Should
someone be able to enter a market-employment
freely without being forced to pay the government
for a license, all money spent in pursuit of
employment is going toward production.
However, if someone has to pay for government
licenses, a portion of the money that would have
otherwise gone toward production now must go
toward economic rent — sometimes substantial,
sometimes minimal, depending on the market.
As you can probably guess, this mostly affects
the lower and middle classes for if they can’t
afford the gate-keeping fee, they won’t be entering
that job market, thus constricting their prospects
of employment.
In 2016, Indiana passed a telemedicine law
that allows for doctors of nearly all disciplines to
use technology to write prescriptions for those
who need them, vastly increasing the outreach
and access to patient care. However, Hoosier
optometrists, fearful of the impending pecuniary
externality, passionately opposed this law until a
special exception was made for eye care.
Pecuniary externalities, however, are not a
market failure, but rather the outcome of intense
market competition. The Institute for Justice is
currently pursuing this case on behalf of Visibly, a
telemedicine company that would allow Hoosiers
to get a prescription for new glasses or contacts
from home. The institute says that “this sort of
special exception, which amounts to using
government power to protect private businesses
from competition, is unconstitutional.”
In a way, most occupational licensure
functions in the exact same capacity, i.e., using
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A Floor Installer

government power to protect established private
business from competition.
I was able to speak with a handful of Indiana
professionals who are required to register and
license themselves through the state. All of them,
on some level, favor loosening government
mandated licensing in their fields. Most said that
they learned more through engaging in their field
and practicing their service than through
schooling and licensure programs.
A Dentist

A dentist in Muncie pays multiple fees for
licenses to the state and federal governments. He
says that quite a few are redundant and he’s seen
a significant increase in his licensing fees to the
Drug Enforcement Administration DEA) to be
able to prescribe drugs to his patients post-op. In
1983, this license with the DEA cost $115 adjusted
for inflation and now costs $731.
Indiana dentists also have a mandated
continuing education requirement, about which
the Muncie dentist said, “I’m ok with that . . . it
keeps us from getting stale.” However, he also
admitted, “I would still continue my education
without the government mandating that I do it,
and I think most in my profession would as well.”
He cited his recent switch of computer
technicians where his new hire was completely up
to date on new techniques and was able to solve
his problems in an incredibly short amount of
time. He related this directly to his profession.
In any profession, service providers that are
out of date are less likely to be successful,
especially in the Internet age.
It is in a firm’s best interest to continue their
education and update themselves on new
innovations in their field, regardless of the
government mandates for continuing education.
This dentist likes to register for about twice the
required hours are in Indiana, calling it “a good
rule of thumb.”

The Indiana Policy Review

A floor installer who services most of eastcentral Indiana provided insight, admitting that
he never actually took the classes associated with
his license. He had been practicing and doing
floors for years up to that point and his instructor
knew this. So he never went to the classes until
the last day to take the required tests, which, he
says, he easily passed. Because of his personal
experiences, he wholeheartedly believes that the
state government should reduce the required
license restrictions and even some certifications,
saying, “You learn everything you need to know
on the job and no amount of school can prepare
you for what happens on the job site.” In other
words, he believes that apprenticeship-internship
programs would be significantly more valuable.
Most of these programs evolve without
government involvement.
A Lawyer

A licensed lawyer in Wayne County shared this
sentiment: Working as a paralegal after
graduating with her Juris Doctorate, she says she
learned more about the processes in her job than
she did in school. She also thinks that the Indiana
government should lower the passing score on the
bar or, at the very least, make the appeal process
easier and more receptive to score changes. Both
the floor installer and the lawyer predict a
shortage in their profession within the next 10 to
20 years as current practitioners are aging out and
there aren’t enough young entries to replace them.
Though the floor installer’s trade may see that
happen due to the unpopularity of manual labor
over the past couple decades, the lawyer believes
that in her profession it will be the level of
government regulation in the preparation for
entry into the field.
Rea Hederman, Executive Director of the
Economic Research Center and Vice President of
Policy at the Buckeye Institute in Columbus, Ohio,
has written extensively on professional licensure
over the past several years, recently testifying in
front of the Ohio Senate regarding advanced nurse
practitioners.
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“We didn’t come out prescriptively saying this
is good and this is bad,” Hederman said. He
emphasized that it’s important to ask questions,
stay unbiased and know the difference between a
certification the necessary training to perform a
service) and a license can’t perform unless the
state says so). Hederman thinks the best way to go
about this is to establish a board at the state level
that will go through every license and evaluate its
necessity based on of the risk you transfer to your
client, a twist on hedonic pricing through wages.
Dr. Salim Furth, Senior Research Fellow at the
Mercatus Center at George Mason University, is
an expert on professional licensure analysis in
general. “The absence of hard data is a rebuke of
licensure laws, which have often restricted
economic opportunity on the basis of
unsubstantiated fears rather than rigorous
analysis,” he says. Dr. Furth admits that there
hasn’t been much hard data analysis, though there
are plenty of papers taking a common-sense
stance. However, the available empirical evidence
points to loosening government licensure
restrictions.
In July 2016, Furth co-authored S.3158
“Alternatives to Licensing that Lower Obstacles to
Work Act,” sponsored by Sen. Mike Lee of Utah.
The bill was intended to alleviate professional
licensure for entry-level jobs on military bases.
Although it died on the Senate floor, it was widely
reported and began a serious discussion.
While at the Heritage Foundation, Dr. Furth
suggested criteria for determining a license:
• Proper preparation must significantly
improve the quality of work. “Training is
sometimes a poor substitute for professional
practice. For example, licensed florists perform
no better at flower-arranging than unlicensed
ones.”
• The licensing scheme must be able to
differentiate between well-prepared and poorly
prepared candidates. “Some licensure schemes
do not screen candidates effectively. This is
likely the case when the licensure is predicated
on completing a training program or paying a
fee rather than on proving one’s ability.”
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• Poor practice of the profession must
predictably lead to harm that is serious and
irreparable.
• Customers and co-workers must have
substantial difficulty identifying a poorly
prepared candidate. “When jobs skills [that are]
important to safety are immediately obvious,
there is no need of a license. By contrast,
customers and even other professionals might
not be able to identify an airline pilot who is
poorly prepared to handle rare emergencies.”
“For each profession, policymakers should
pursue the least intrusive regulatory approach
that is consistent with an acceptable level of
public safety,” Furth adds. Essentially, if an
unregulated market wouldn’t lead to bodily harm
and if the required license doesn’t do the job of
weeding out the duds in the market, then it
shouldn’t be a required license. If a customer can
easily ascertain whether someone is incompetent
or not, let the market handle whether that person
gets any business or not.
As a consumer, the fact that a significant
portion of the employed population has to pay the
government to practice their trade in the job
market makes their goods and services that much
more expensive. As is the case with tariffs and
other taxes ignoring elasticity for tax-burden
purposes), at least some portion of these extra
costs — the extent of which depends on the
relative responsiveness of consumers and
producers to price changes — are added onto the
finished product’s cost.
This costs the average Hoosier household
approximately $600 a year in what Furth calls
“hidden service taxes.” This compares well with
the U.S. average of about $1,000 a year, according
to the “Current Population Survey” provided by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The figures take
into account licensing fees, tests and mandated
continuing education.
Nonetheless, should Indiana loosen its
licensing requirements and restrictions it could
add $1.4 billion in expendable income to Hoosier
families and the state economy.
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Not only would the average Hoosier household
have more expendable income but the monitoring
and enforcement costs for these regulations would
also disappear, allowing for more money in the
Indiana budget for expenditures in education, say,
or simply to return to taxpayers.
Indiana would see widespread increases in
consumer confidence as prices for many goods
and services decrease when this specific form of
rent-seeking and the attributed deadweight loss
are no longer factors in pricing. More job
opportunities would become available for noncollege grads and for the lower and middle classes
when they didn’t have to pay the government’s
gatekeeping fees.
Conclusion

Remember the distinction between a
certification and a license. An employer can
mandate that you have a certification or a degree.
This is a genuine function of the free market, but
the government mandating that you have a license
to practice in your
field effectively stifles
the market. This
specific type of
government
regulation strangles
the Indiana economy,
including the
innovation that
creates new and
better jobs.

must maintain an unbiased, calculated
perspective on the issue. !
Sources for Further Study

Dr. Salim Furth
https://www.heritage.org/governmentregulation/report/costly-mistakes-how-badpolicies-raise-the-cost-living
https://www.heritage.org/jobs-and-labor/
report/understanding-the-data-occupationallicensing; https://www.dailysignal.com/
2016/04/15/the-hidden-tax-that-costshouseholds-up-to-1500-a-year/amp/
Buckeye Institute
https://www.buckeyeinstitute.org/research/
detail/the-buckeye-institute-occupationallicensing-reform-gives-lawmakers-tools-to-helpohioans-get-good-paying-jobs
https://www.buckeyeinstitute.org/research/
detail/the-buckeye-institute-occupationallicensing-is-a-red-taped-obstacle-for-workers

It is important to
remember that our
country historically
has thrived on
innovation and
competition.
Regardless of
political affiliation or
ideology, it is easy to
see how unjustified
regulation and
licensure hurts the
average Hoosier. We
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Folks Just Wanna
Have Some Fun
How we encourage the ‘soft'
skills: strong work habits, selfdiscipline, teamwork,
leadership and a sense of civic
engagement
Maryann O. Keating holds degrees
from the University of Pennsylvania,
Texas and Notre Dame. She held a
Fulbright at the Universidad Autonoma
de Guadalajara and worked as a
regional economist with the U.S.
Department of Commerce in
Washington D.C. She has lectured at
several universities and is a fellow of the Indiana Policy
Review Foundation.
Barry P. Keating is Professor of
Economics and Finance at the
University of Notre Dame. He is a
Heritage Foundation Fellow, a
Heartland Institute Fellow and an
advisor of both the Indiana Policy
Review Foundation and the Institute of
Business Forecasting. He is the co-author of many
articles and books, including Analytics and Business
Forecasting now in its seventh edition with McGraw- Hill
Irwin), Microeconomics for Public Managers WileyBlackwell), and Regression Analysis Business Expert
Press).

THE MISHAWAKA Rubber And Woolen
Company in 1900 organized social and athletic
pursuits for its employees. The company had
men’s and women’s basketball teams and formed
softball teams that competed in local factorysponsored athletic leagues. The company
sponsored annual picnics, barbecues and
employee talent shows and dances. Men’s and
Women’s choirs were active throughout the plant
and performed at community events South Bend
Tribune, April 15, 2019, A8).
We hope that similar social opportunities await
young adults leaving school in the early decades of
this century if they choose to participate. The
perception is that we depend, perhaps too much,

on schools, colleges and universities to develop
recreational interest and to engage young people
in their formative years.
But are these attempts to engage youth
sufficient?
The Inter-University Consortium for Political
and Social Research conducted a study in
2011-2013 of 1578 California high school seniors
Damon, The Stanford Civic Purpose Project, a
Longitudinal Study of Youth Civic Engagement in
California 2011-2013). Participating schools,
attended by the students, were selected based on
ethnic, socio-economic and immigrant diversity.
These schools represent three different California
regions. Seniors, as a part of the study, were
invited during a required class period to
participate in a survey. Of the 1678 students
surveyed, approximately 84 percent were born in
the United States and 52 percent, female.
The Stanford study focused primarily on civicpolitical engagement. There is a subtle difference,
not necessarily exclusive, between civic
participation, how one relates as a resident or
citizen of a particular political entity and civil
participation, and on how individuals relate to one
another in all voluntary organizations.
Nevertheless, the Civic Purpose Project data is
valuable, first in understanding youthful attitudes
on organizational participation and, secondly, in
ranking those students mostly likely to participate
in organized athletic, ethnic, academic, volunteer
and religious activities.
Survey students were asked to select three, if
any, of the issues listed in Table 1 that most
concerned them. Given an open response
opportunity, students listed additional concerns
about gangs, drugs, personal safety, family, child
abuse and animal rights.
It should come as no surprise that high school
seniors, as listed in Table 1, rank personal issues,
such as jobs, college and the economy, as being of
greater concern than world poverty, war and the
environment. It is recommended that
organizations in the public square respect and
relate to youthful aspirations as expressed rather
than attempting to channel student energies
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exclusively toward the goals of those who organize
activities for teens.
To identify the characteristics of students fully
engaged-disengaged in private nonpolitical
activities, we employ a classification predictive
analytics algorithm.

Table 1: Social and Political Issues
Identified by California High School
Seniors as Personally Most Important
Social and Political Issues
of Concern

Percentage Listing these
Issues as One of Three of
Most Concern

Classification algorithms are increasingly used,
not without criticism, to predict customer
susceptibility to advertising, to project which
prisoners will become repeat criminals and to
determine life expectancy. In this study, the
technique is confined to a group of anonymous
students self-reporting on personal
characteristics. Our goal is to determine if these
characteristics can be used to identify students
most likely to be engaged-disengaged in organized
activities, participate in religious programs and to
volunteer.

Availability of good jobs

35.1

Access to aﬀordable
college

32.1

The U.S. economy

23.1

Immigrant rights

23.1

Homelessness in my
community

22.3

Discrimination and
prejudice against
minorities

19.7

The healthcare system

17.6

The environment

15.6

Drug and alcohol abuse

14.8

Unlike regression analysis, a classification
algorithm does not a priori decide which variables
available in a database are likely to be most
significant. In our study, the algorithm simply
allows the data to build a model for predicting
students most likely to participate in a particular
activity if a pattern of participation is present in
the data. Identifying important attributes
contributing to accurately classify respondents
neither implies causality nor attempts to quantify
the degree of association for an individual
student.

Teen pregnancy

14.1

Violence in my community

12.3

Gay and lesbian rights

12.1

Human rights throughout
the world

10.9

Poverty in very poor
countries

9.6

Failing schools in America

9.4

The war in Afghanistan

5.6

Women’s rights

3.1

The object of classification is to classify survey
respondents as either engaged in a particular
activity based on a set of shared characteristics.
To do this, the data set is first randomly divided
into two groups of respondents. One group,
referred to as the training data set, is used to build
a classification model. Then, the accuracy of the
model built on the characteristics and attributes
of this first group attempts to classify the second
group, referred to as the validation data set. The
classification of students in the Stanford study
participating in various activities is presented in
Table 2.

Project: Longitudinal Study of Youth Civic Engagement

The standard measure of effectiveness for a
classification model is the percentage accuracy
The Indiana Policy Review

Source: Damon, William. Stanford Civic Purpose

in California, 2011-2013. Ann Arbor, MI: Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research
[distributor], 2017-11-10. https://doi.org/10.3886/

with which it is able to determine if respondents
in the testing or validation) group can be
determined to be “Engaged.” This model, for
example, identified with approximately 75 percent
accuracy which students would be “Engaged.”
This is significantly better than a naïve model,
given that the average percentage of “Engaged”
students is 57 percent. Two additional pieces of
information from the classification are important.
The first is that the model ranks all respondents
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from those most likely to be “Engaged” to least
likely. The naïve model suggests that the first 40
percent of random respondents would contain 40
percent of the average number of those
“Engaged.”
However, our classification model of ranked
data correctly identified approximately 60 percent
of the first 40 percent to be “Engaged.” The
second piece of valuable information, presented
for each target in Table 2, is the identification

given survey data of those attributes that
contributed the most in ranking students.
Table 2 supports, for the most part, what we
know intuitively about “Engaged” students.
“Engaged” high school students tend to be
idealistic, self-interested, have community
support and identify as being smart and athletic.
Less obvious is that those who identify as being
spiritual, associating with an ethnic group or have
family members who volunteer are themselves

Table 2: A Classification Approach to Identifying Students Engaged in Extra-Curricular
ENGAGED1

DISENGAGED2

REGULAR RELIGIOUS
PARTICIPATION2

REGULAR OR SOME
RELIGIOUS
PARTICIPATION4

VOLUNTEER5

56.53%

9%

12.61%

26.68%

23.45%

Training Set: 81.6%
Testing Set: 70.9%

Training Set: 97.8%
Testing Set: 77.7%

Training Set: 92.4% Testing
Set: 85.6%

Training Set: 84.5% Testing
Set: 75.6%

Training Set: 87.9%
Testing Set: 75.3%

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

TARGETS:

Percentage of Total Students
Surveyed:
Accuracy of Classification
Sets:
Attributes Used to Classify :
- Gender
- Born in U.S.
How meaningful are the
following goals in your life?
- Having a high- paying job
- Helping others in need
- Having my own family
- Devoting attention to my
religious or spiritual life

Important Predictor
Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Think about your life now or
in the past 3 months. I have .
..
- Good neighbors who care
about me

Important Predictor

- A school that cares about
kids and encourages them

Important Predictor

- Teachers who urge me to
develop and achieve
- Support from adults
other than my parents

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Please rank the 3 most
important reasons that you
became involved in
volunteer activities.
- It is required at school.
- It makes me feel good
about myself.
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Table 2 (continued)
TARGETS:

ENGAGED1

DISENGAGED2

REGULAR RELIGIOUS
PARTICIPATION2

- Somebody asked or
encouraged me to
participate.
- To build skills or prepare
for the future.

REGULAR OR SOME RELIGIOUS
PARTICIPATION4

VOLUNTEER5

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

- I wanted to be the kind of
person who helps others.

Important Predictor

- It sounded fun.
- It is important for my
religious/ethnic/cultural
group.

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

How central are each of the
following to your identity?
- Spiritual or religious

Important Predictor

- Smart

Important Predictor

- Willing to stand up for
what I believe is right
- Creative or imaginative
- Compassionate, concerned
about all kinds of people

Important Predictor

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

Important
Predictor

- Honest
- Concerned about
government decisions and
policies
- Rebellious

Important
Predictor

- Responsible, someone
others can depend on

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

- Outgoing

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

- Athletic

Important Predictor

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

How much do you agree or
disagree with the following
statement?
- I am active in organizations
or social groups that include
mostly members of my own
ethnic group.
- How often do you feel that
you, personally, have been
discriminated against for
any reason?

Important Predictor

Important
Predictor

Important Predictor

Among your friends, how
important is it to do the
following things?
- Go to parties
Important
Predictor

- Get good grades
How much do you agree or
disagree with the following
statements?
- My parents/ guardians are
active in the community.
- My parents/ guardians do
volunteer work in the
community

The Indiana Policy Review
- I have a good sense of what
makes my life meaningful

Important Predictor

Important Predictor

Important Predictor
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most likely to be “Engaged.” Faith and ethnicbased groups are attributes that are significant
contributors to predicting which high school
students choose to be “Engaged.” The
“Disengaged,” those who have never participated,
is 9 percent of the total and somewhat expected.
Notice the high degree of accuracy between 78
and 98 percent) with which the classification
model identifies the “Disengaged.” It is, therefore,
useful to examine those attributes identified as
important predictors of being “Disengaged.”
The “Engaged” and “Disengaged” share
important predictors, but each group differs
significantly in how they responded to the
questions. For example, the “Disengaged” do not
identify as being athletic, and the “Engaged” do.
The “Disengaged” neither feel supported by
adults outside the family nor are they active in
ethnic-type associations, whereas the “Engaged”
report being supported by non-family adults and
tend to be active in ethnic associations. Also, the
“Disengaged” consider themselves more likely to
have experienced discrimination and to be
rebellious.
Separately, we used an ensemble classification
model to predict students who regularly and those
who regularly or occasionally participate in
religious organizations. In Table 2, these two
groups are defined respectively as “Regular
Religious Participation” and “Regular or Some
Religious Participation.” From this classification
model, two important considerations are relevant
for those sponsoring religious activities for
youths.
First, students who identify as being religious
and who express the goal of devoting attention to
their spiritual lives and character are more likely
to regularly participate in religious activities. This,
of course, is obvious but it is too easy to dismiss
the fact that the desire to participate in religion
originates in the person, not the organizers of
those activities in which students participate.
Marketing undergraduates studying Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs learn that firms do not create
needs but respond to them. Similarly, for those

The Indiana Policy Review

sponsoring religious activities for young adults, it
is worthwhile to consider the source of a
willingness to participate.
The second finding for “Regular or Some
Religious Participation” supports our personal
experience that being invited or encouraged is an
important predictor for participation in any
activity.
It is somewhat surprising that gender and U.S.
birth do not show up as important predictors for
any of these activities.
About 24 percent of the students in the
Stanford survey reported currently working for
pay, a tried and true means for American youth to
accumulate social capital. Because this data did
not include economic variables, we were unable to
classify, with a high degree of accuracy, students
actively employed during high school.
For more than a century in the U.S. we have
depended on school-related extracurricular
activities to diffuse among all income levels what
we now call “soft skills”— strong work habits, selfdiscipline, teamwork, leadership and a sense of
civic engagement.
Sociologist Robert D. Putnam, whose primary
concern is limited opportunities for low-income
students, laments that fostering opportunities for
the youth have become a family versus
community responsibility. He indicates that even
in states such as California where pay-to-play
policies in public schools are considered
unconstitutional, the total cost of extracurricular
participation might be $400 per activity per year
“Our Kids,” Simon and Schuster, 2015, 174).
Leisure activities are not a right. However, we
recommend that low-cost leisure activities not be
discouraged through excessive regulation but
rather made available to all regardless of age or
income as long as young persons voluntarily
choose to participate and certain groups are
willing to assume responsibility. !
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‘The Kingdom of
Speech’
(Aug. 19) — In “The
Kingdom of Speech,” Tom
Wolfe is amazed by the
power of speech and argues
that it's what separates us from the animals. Of
course, one could point to the greater brain size
and consciousness that lead to speech, but he's
certainly correct that speech is able to move us
forward at a rapid rate. Speech allows us to make
plans, to create and preserve accurate memories,
to do math ("Doubters need only try to count from
one to 10 without words"), to ask questions
(164-165), etc. Speech is so powerful that Wolfe
argues it should be the Fourth “Kingdom" — after
animal, vegetable, and mineral (168). 1
But what is speech? Wolfe doesn't define it
until the end; throughout the book, he's happy to
allow the Darwinists to flail around in their failure
to explain “it." He describes speech as a form of
“mnemonics" — a memory aid. Thus, language is
"the mother of all mnemonics . . . Speech,
language is a matter of using these mnemonics,
i.e., words, to create meaning." (162)
OK, speech is amazing and powerful. But
Wolfe is most interested in the immense efforts to
explain its origins and development — i.e., its

evolution. The term "evolution" is used in two
basic ways — and those uses are often sloppily
conflated, for convenience's sake or worse.
The first definition is quite powerful but has
modest ambitions: evolution as the process by
which a set of mechanisms have led to some of the
development of life on earth. These mechanisms
can explain — or if not explain, at least provide a
compelling narrative for — many minor changes
over time.
The second definition is far grander: some
version of a sciency narrative (and oftenpurported explanations) for describing the entire
development of all life on earth.2 Wolfe discusses
both uses of the term evolution, but is especially
focused on the latter.
Speech is one of a handful of areas where
evolution runs into immense (prohibitive?)
difficulties in moving from "narrative about" to
"explanation for" the development of life.3 And
concerns about speech within the larger picture
have been around since Charles Darwin. Thus,
Wolfe details Darwin's stories about the
development of speech. Speech is vocal
communication and he noted that "animals had
their forms" of this (20). So, presumably,
"language had somehow evolved from imitation of
animal sounds . . . instinctive cries . . . sounds
[from nature] . . . ,” bird mating songs, and so on
(55, 70-71, 152-153).
Wolfe details how Max Muller took up the
cudgels for science and skewered Darwin's stories,
starting in 1861, by labeling them "the bow-wow
theory . . . the pooh-pooh theory . . . the ding-dong
theory . . . the mama theory . . . the sing-song
theory . . .” and so on (55-56). Darwin and friends
kept looking for evidence, diligently, but couldn't

1

I'm a big Wolfe fan, having read a half-dozen of his books. See: https:// schansblog.blogspot.com/2018/06/the-work-andlegacy-of-tom-wolfe.html for my blog post honoring his life and work, on the occasion of his death-- including a reference to
this book, which was widely ignored because of its implications. A shorter version of the book was published as a long article
in Harpers. See: https://daneverettbooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HarpersMagazine-2016-08-0086105.pdf.
For what look like balanced views the book and the Wolfe/Chomsky "debate," see: John McWhorter and Chris Knight:
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2016/9/14/12910180/noam-chomsky-tom-wolfe-linguist and https://
www.counterpunch.org/2016/09/26/the-tom-and-noam-show-a-review-of-tom-wolfes-the- kingdom-of-speech/
2

Evolution does not speak to two other vital big-picture questions: the creation/beginning of all and the beginning of life.

3

See also: consciousness, vital organs, reproductive organs, irreducible complexity, why we lost our body hair, etc.
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find anything (66). In 1872, the Philological
Society of London "gave upon trying to find out
the origin of language" (76-77). This period lasted
for 77 years, until 1949, when World War II
reignited the question.
Led by Morris Swadesh, cryptography became
important; linguistics moved into a scientific
phase; and speech communication became a
significant academic discipline. He wanted to
establish a chronology of languages, including
explanations for their development (81-85). This
effort continued for 75 years (until 2014), led by
the charismatic and brilliant Noam Chomsky.
Wolfe devotes chapter 4 to Chomsky. The
discussion is largely respectful, as Wolfe is
amazed by his output, charisma and influence.
Chomsky wrote 118 books and 271 articles
(105-106). And he took over the entire field of
linguistics (86).4
Chomsky introduced a radically new theory of
language — that we were born with a "language
organ" in our brains (87, 96). In 2002, he and two
colleagues added the "theory of recursion” — that
sentences and thoughts were endlessly put inside
each other, allowing for more constructive speech.
Both theories allowed for the prospective
evolution of language. Every language depended
on the organ and got more complex through
recursion, so language must have evolved.
As such, all languages "were the same, with
just some minor local accents." (89) "It was just a
matter of time . . . before empirical research
substantiated his analysis." (96)5
The good/bad news: unlike many other
aspects of the evolutionary narrative, the power of
Chomsky's theories and the concreteness of its
predictions allowed it to be tested by evidence and
the scientific method. And so, with chapters 5-6,
Wolfe turns his focus to Daniel Everett's field
work within an obscure South American tribe, the
Piraha and their rudimentary language.
4
5

In the tradition of Darwin (after his early
work), Chomsky did not rely on fieldwork (89). In
this, Wolfe compares Everett to Alfred Wallace
(the co-founder of evolution) as "fly- catchers” —
and Chomsky to Darwin as gentlemen who
theorized. Although a "fly- catcher" in terms of
fieldwork, Everett was also an accomplished
scholar — with three books and about 70 articles
(110).
In a word, Everett found that the Piraha
language was not recursive. Thus, it had been
invented by them and had not evolved. The bomb
was a 2005 article in Current Anthropology,
revealing that the Piraha language had developed
out of their culture. Everett's findings sacked
much of Chomsky's work. Ironically, Everett had
been a "full-fledged Chomsky acolyte" (110). In
fact, it took years "for him to realize that his
adherence to Chomskyan beliefs was preventing
him from deciphering Piraha." (110)
Wolfe details the back-and-forth battles that
ensued — a March 2007 academic article by
Chomskyans in response, an influential and
favorable April 2007 New Yorker piece on Everett,
and an effort to test Everett's findings by another
prominent Chomskyan, Tecumseh Fitch (123-124;
described in the New Yorker piece). After living
and working with the Piraha for 30 years, Everett
was even accused of racism (129). Go figure.
But then Everett published a popularizing
book in 2008 on linguistics, “Don't Sleep, There
Are Snakes” — what Wolfe calls a coup de scoop
(130-131). "Everett didn't so much attack
Chomsky's theory as dismiss it." (141) Likewise,
the title of Everett's follow-up 2012 book was
“Language — The Cultural Tool” — i.e., something
man had made for himself, not something that
had evolved (159).
Better yet, from a scientific view, Everett's
findings and work allowed others the space and

Wolfe sees his scathing review of a B.F. Skinner book as the cause of his rise to the top [92-95].

From linguistics, Chomsky moved into the role of "public intellectual" with his essay on America's role in Vietnam [98,
100]. He also dabbled in "Radical Chic"-style protests: get yourself arrested in the late morning or early afternoon of a day
with nice weather — in time to get to popular nightspots to tell war stories [101]. Chomsky's academic and political work
bolstered each other and he grew to staggering reputation and prominence [104].
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courage to join the fray. "Linguists who had kept
their doubts and grumbles to themselves were
emboldened to speak out openly." (143) Wolfe
cites one example, Vyvyan Evans' “The Language
Myth" from 2014 that "rejected Chomsky's and
Pinker's ideas of a 'language instinct.’" (144)
Chomsky's responses to all of this? Opposition
at first. But then the "language organ"
disappeared: "he never recanted a word . . .
merely subsumed the same concepts beneath a
new and broader body of thought. Gone, too,
astonishingly, was recursion." (146) This
eventually led to an amazing 2014 academic
article where Chomsky and seven prominent
colleagues said they were giving up the ghost and
acknowledging their failure in finding
explanations for the development of language.
This article was the catalyst for Wolfe's book.
The scholars "sounded ready to abandon all
hope of ever finding the answer. Oh, we'll keep
trying, they said gamely, but . . . running up a
white flag of abject defeat and surrender." (4, 156)
The first 11 words of the article: "the evolution of
the faculty of language largely remains an
enigma." (150)
After that, they said "the richness of ideas is
accompanied by a poverty of evidence, with
essentially no explanation of how and why our
linguistic computations and representations
evolved . . . [it was] as mysterious as
ever" (156-157) In sum, it had been 150 years
since Darwin's theory was announced "and they
had learned . . . nothing." (5)
More on the emergence of evolution
as science and narrative

Wolfe is also interested in the broader topic of
evolution — as a comprehensive "theory of
everything" narrative about the development of
life. He notes Darwin's early fieldwork —
particularly with the Fuegians who seemed like a
"missing link" to him, with their simple speech
and ape-like bodies (18). Wolfe also points to a
trip to a zoo in 1838 as a key moment for Darwin's
belief that man evolved from apes, after seeing the
"human" reactions of an orangutan, Jenny (28).
Darwin was convinced of the theory, but
worried about publishing in an environment when
such views were heretical and the church had
considerable power. Robert Chambers published a
related and highly criticized book in 1844 — but

anonymous until 1884, well after his death —
cementing Darwin's concerns (8, 19).
But Alfred Wallace had come to conclusions
similar to Darwin's. Wallace was on the field far
away, so he sent a 20-page manuscript to Charles
Lyell, a prominent scientist (and friend of
Darwin's). Wallace was looking for input and
support, rather than submitting it to journals for
publication. "If Lyell found merit in his stunning
theory, he had the power to introduce it to the
world in a heroic way." (11) Unfortunately, this
goaded Lyell, Darwin and their coterie of friends
into a different (and unheroic) introduction.
Wolfe portrays this as a class struggle:
Wallace the field scientist and "fly-catcher" (who
captured all sorts of critters and sold them to
collectors and zoos) versus Lyell, Darwin, and Co.
— the "British Gentlemen" in the scientific
establishment. (Wolfe makes a similar
comparison between Chomsky and Everett.)
Darwin had kept silent, while "his career had
been devoted . . . secretly . . . to compiling
evidence to support" his earth-shaking theory
(30). He had been afraid of "the Wrath of the
Godly" and an "enterprising competitor" who
would reach similar conclusions and beat him to
the punch (30). When Lyell showed the
manuscript to Darwin, he was worried about
being preempted by Wallace. In sum, "Darwin was
petrified by the prospect of condemnation [for
holding unpopular views], but aflame with
ambition." (19)
So, Lyell came up with the idea of presenting
Wallace's paper alongside Darwin's work at an
impending meeting of scientists. Darwin quickly
had two short papers written for him. (Writing his
own would have been tacky and ungentlemanly.)
Fortuitously, D comes before W in the alphabet,
so his work was read before Wallace's. One irony:
Wallace's paper was published without his
knowledge or consent. And given the pace of mail
in those days, Wallace wouldn't learn of this for
months and decided to defer to his more powerful
“colleagues." In the meantime, Darwin was busy
writing his book, beating Wallace to press with his
first book, The Origin of Species (32-41).
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Darwin was goaded into action by Wallace's
work. But in “Origins,” Darwin was still pussyfooting around the question of man in particular.
He only mentions it in passing at the end. Still,
reviewers saw where he was going — and crushed
him for that reason among others (43-45). 6
Thomas Huxley was the notable counterexample,
publishing versions of the same review in many
prominent publications, under different names
(46-49).7
Wallace went on to a prolific publishing
career. By Wolfe's estimation, his "heft had turned
into real gravitas" by 1870, just before Darwin
published his second book, formalizing his theory
that man had descended from apes (75). At that
time, Wallace "systematically disassembled and
demolished what was closest to Darwin's heart,
the central point of his entire theory from the
beginning, namely, that human beings are
animals themselves . . . " (60)
Wallace pointed to the limits of natural
selection as a mechanism (only helpful in "the
competition in the struggle for existence"); its
narrowness ("it can't produce any changes that
are bad for the creature"); and its inability to
"produce any 'specially developed organ' that is
useless to a creature" at the time (as is required in
the supposed evolution of vital organs). He
pointed to the brain and hairless bodies as
examples (60-63).8
Wolfe comes back to the "theory of everything"
idea and describes Darwin's claims about
"cosmogony" (how life began and developed on
earth). Wolfe details many other cosmogonies,
including the Navajo belief that a midge created
everything. The midge is so small that it cannot be
seen with the naked eye. This resulted in
"probably the most sophisticated cosmogony ever
believed in, a story of full-scale, gradual evolution

from next to nothing to modern man." (25) Wolfe
then segues to Darwin's midge-like story that a
single cell (or "4-5 cells,” he would later claim)
were responsible for it all (24-26).
How did Darwin's story gain traction when
people would laugh at the Navajo story? It was
sciency in a time of increasing respect for science.
Was Darwin's hypothesis "scientific" in the usual
ways: was it observed; could it be replicated;
could it be contradicted; could scientists make
predictions based on it; did it advance other areas
of science? The answers were “no” or mostly so
(27-28). But sciency sounded pretty good at the
time. (It still does) And there was always the
promise of more evidence in the future.
After years of failing to find much evidence on
crucial gaps in the narrative, Darwin developed
his stories with more detail. Wolfe ridicules a lot
of this, pointing to Darwin's repeated use of his
dog to bolster the story's intuition (72-74). "The
upshot was a real tour de force of literary
imagination" (69): “The Descent of Man,”
published in 1871. Then Wolfe compares Darwin's
tales to Kipling's “Just So Stories” from 1902.
"Neither had any evidence to back up his tale.
Kipling, of course, never pretended to." (70) 9
From there, Wolfe argues that Darwin's theory
was "overshadowed" by genetics as a (real/full)
science — as Mendel's work gained prominence,
posthumously, 16 years after he died. Darwinism
took a hit, by comparison, but eventually genetics
were co-opted as one component of the grand
narrative (78-80).
Wolfe's book makes many things clearer —
from the particulars of the linguistics debate to
the Wallace/Darwin “competition.” But on the
bigger picture, he’s quite helpful in elucidating
that we all believe in narratives and we all believe
in miracles (defined as fantastic low-probability

6

Wolfe says that the French consistently panned Darwin's work, having already wrestled with the same ideas through
Lamarck decades earlier [50-51].
7

I'm not sure if that was ethical then; it certainly isn't today.

8 In this battle of legacy over evolutionary thinking, Wolfe argues that Darwin was helped — and Wallace hindered — by

Wallace's later belief in spiritism [64].
9

Wolfe notes that Stephen Jay Gould was the first to make the Kipling/Darwin parallel — in 1978 [72].
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events or series of events). Some believe in the
natural and supernatural; others are only (and
narrowly) willing to entertain the natural.

‘The Secret Knowledge’
(July 31) — David Mamet's book created a
firestorm a few years ago. I noticed the hubbub
(and was intrigued) but didn't read it. By its
nature, however, ”The Secret Knowledge" is the
sort of book that gets mentioned now and again.
And as with many books, I read on the basis of
reviews and other mentions. That's how it got on
my list and eventually reached the top of my pile.
Mamet is a playwright and the Pulitzer-Prize
winning author of “Glengarry Glen Ross.” (The
movie is famous for perhaps the most powerful
[albeit very colorful/crass] movie diatribe on sales
in business.) He also wrote screenplays for other
notable movies including “The Postman Always
Rings Twice,” “The Untouchables,” and “Wag the
Dog.” (The latter is supposed to be excellent
movie and an early, pre-“Secret Knowledge”
example of Mamet's cynicism toward politics.
What makes Mamet's book particularly
interesting is that he's a political convert in
Hollywood. And as an adult convert, he's a true
believer.
As a convert from a largely alien culture, he's a
fervent believer. You're not going to tiptoe away
from the Left, especially if you're writing a book
about it. Since he's inundated in that culture, he
knows "them" well. So, his thoughts are helpful in
understanding the Left in general and the
Hollywood Left in particular. And as a "creative
sort," his approach to describing these things is an
unusual and interesting mix of analytical and
creative. (If you're looking for a careful treatise,
this is not the book for you.)
In a word, the book doesn't read like the usual
sort of thing you see in politics, political
philosophy and public policy. (One might
compare Mamet with a Hollywood version of
David Horowitz, the convert from Ramparts
magazine and the 1960s.
Three years before the book, Mamet
published a coming-out essay in The Village

Voice. (It's worth a read in its own right — and as
an intro to the book.) In “The Secret Knowledge,”
he provides more testimony on his political
journey, starting from the cognitive dissonance
between how he acted and what he claimed to
believe:
"I never questioned my tribal assumptions that
Capitalism was bad, although I, simultaneously,
never acted upon these feelings. I supported
myself, as do all those not on the government
dole, through the operation of the free
market." (2)

From there, he began to read, starting with
Hayek's “Road to Serfdom” (learning that "there
are no solutions; only trade-offs" [3]) before
consuming mass quantities of Sowell, Steele,
Friedman — while benefiting from a mentorship
with Jon Voight.
Mamet is particular in tune with the views of
actors, writers and directors — and connects their
work and politics. Directors need to make projects
work, dealing with a range of obvious constraints
(99, 219-220). So, they tend toward a realistic
view of life and politics. In contrast, "Actors,
thriving on publicity, have historically [looked to]
champion ‘causes.'" Moreover, the actor will
typically "see himself as the Hero . . . his
professional indulgence in fantasy is a boon to the
community; its elaboration into do-gooderism is,
perhaps, inevitable."
Writers are likewise prone to fantasy — in
particular, frequently envisioning things as Good
versus Evil. In sum, "writers have traditionally
been the dupes of totalitarian propaganda" and
actors "are easily manipulated." The result: "No
wonder, then, that these two subgroups of my
particular racket, show business, have been
trotting the globe for 100 years, petted by and
championing the causes of Tyrants." (98-99)
On "Conservatives" and “Liberals"

Mamet talks at length about "conservatives"
and "liberals." His use of both terms is more social
and cultural than political — although his use of
the terms certainly has political implications. As
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I've grown fond of noting, there aren't that many
liberals or conservatives in politics — at least in
office. If we had many such creatures, we'd see
different policies under serious discussion, if not
actually enshrined into law. Most notably, we'd
see fiscal conservatism from the GOP. And from
Democrats, we'd hear advocacy on civil liberties
and non-interventionism in military affairs,
eschewing crony capitalism and refraining from
pounding the working poor with taxes.
Conservatives are interested in "strict rule of
law"; Liberals want an "increase in the granting of
Rights." (2) The conservative says we're often
wrong and wonders whether the Market or the
Government can correct itself more effectively.
Hint: it's usually the former (59-60, 120, 143). The
liberal imagines that "we" are usually right — well,
at least the elites (59).
Conservatives hold to a "Tragic View" (as per
Hayek) or the "Constrained View" (as per Sowell).
In contrast, the Liberal holds fantastic, utopian
views with little attention to constraints — other
than the "evil" conservatives, deficient people,
insufficient time, and underfunding that
supposedly (and always) prevent their plans from
being successful (48, 91-94). As a recent example,
think of how the Left treated Obama's abysmal
record on the economy and his lack of policy
accomplishments.
The Left rejects science and history in public
policy. Policy failures can be illustrated by "the
impartial verdicts of history" (107). But since his
tenets are not falsifiable, blame-shifting is the
preferred and obvious approach to the inevitable
problems. Unfortunately, the results are immune
to review, so they conclude that failed programs
should be expanded or tweaked rather than ended
(93).
Those on the Left are often too "smart" for
their own good (and ours), as they succumb to
"magical thinking":
"How can a country grow rich through
'redistributing' the wealth, by driving production
overseas through taxation, by a refusal to exploit
natural resources? This could be imagined only
by those willing to suspend their understanding

of the laws of cause and effect — the audience at
a magic show. Curiously, as magicians know, the
more intelligent the viewer, the more easily he
may be fooled . . . " (102)

Mamet has fun with Lefties laughing at
religious fundamentalists who believe in a Young
Earth:
"This supposed intransigence . . . is far less
detrimental to the health of the body politic than
the Left's love affair with Marxism, Socialism,
Radicalism, and the Command Economy,
which . . . leads only to shortages, despotism,
and murder." In contrast, "the honest man
might observe . . . that no one gets something for
nothing; that politicians go in poor and come out
rich; that the Government screws up everything
it touches; and that the Will to Believe is best
confined to the Religious Venue, as, to practice it
elsewhere is just too damned expensive." (195)
Applications to society and politics

Questioning any of the above will likely lead to
"excommunication" (107-108). One implication of
this irony is that the "liberal" is afraid to talk with
anyone outside his group. Instead of their
reputation for tolerance and open-mindedness,
the result is blinkered and judgmental thinking.
Mamet pokes at the sheltered elites and
worries about their children who often major in
liberal arts in college. This mostly reduces to
"indoctrination in aggressive Identity
Politics" (124) with little "true diversity . . . of
thought" (8). They often refrain from work and so,
they're unlikely to "encounter a Conservative Idea,
let alone a Conservative." (31)
This reminds me of Charles Murray's work on
"bubbles," where isolation and insularity can
emerge from liberal elitism as easily as rural
conservatism. The funny thing is that the former
imagines itself to be more sophisticated in ways
that the latter would never pridefully embrace.
Mamet describes "distressed clothing" as
"trying to purchase a charade of victimization"
and status (63). And his thoughts on victimhood
and movies were provocative. He notes that "the
woman's victory over the ax murderer is not a
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portent of her change from victim to non-victim,
but merely a chance, momentary suspension of
that state . . . though the woman prevails, we
know that she is exploitable in the next film." (84)
Mamet also makes some interesting
observations about Sarah Palin and Marilyn
Monroe (137-141) — identifying why the Left
despised Palin and relaying their scathing
critiques of Monroe that I hadn't heard before. He
also rips the strange views on race and justice
enunciated by Justice Sotomayor and applauded
on the Left — when she claimed that Hispanic
women are more compassionate than White men
(191-192).
Mamet also speaks to a range of miscellaneous
policy issues, skewering foreign aid (34-35),
criticizing congressional abdication of
responsibility on declaring war (72), and noting
allergies to nuclear power (41). He has
considerable venom for folks who are proPalestinian and anti-Israel. Not that Israel is
perfect — far from it (51) but the vehement
opposition to Israel and the lowering of standards
for Palestinians can only be described as a
muddle-headed embrace of "victims" or simple
racism (68-69, 80-82). A particularly rich
example is France accusing Israel of "colonialism"
(200).
As an insider to the Jewish community, he
also explains the evolution of opposition to Israel
by some American Jews (146-150). And following
the exemplar of Joseph to Pharaoh, Mamet notes
the contemporary prevalence of Jews in powerful
positions (157).
Mamet does not discuss Reagan at all — a
notable omission. I don't know if he has personal
baggage with aspects of his presidency or maybe
he's worried about allergies among those who
might be converted by his book.
In any case, I couldn't help but think of
Reagan — as well as Trump, and especially Obama
— when Mamet wrote about politics in Chicago,
his hometown (chapter 9). For all of the things
that Mamet fingers about politics in Chicago — all
of which would have been predictably problematic
for an Obama presidency — Reagan did not have

any of those. This may explain how Reagan
understood American life and politics so well, why
he was so successful, and why he was perceived so
well. Reagan was from a lower-middle class family
in the Midwest. His training was in economics not
law. He had a remarkable life before politics. And
he had executive experience in both life and
governance.
Other Mamet quotes on Economics
and Political Economy

• Money is "just an efficient way of keeping
track of the production of individuals." (4)
• " . . . as we cannot live without government,
how must we deal with those who will be inclined
to abuse it — the politicians and their
manipulators?" (9)
• On Hayek's "fatal conceit," he notes the
"misconception that the human mind can: a)
conceive; and b) implement a better way . . . " (13)
• He provides a wonderful example of tradeoffs, opportunity costs, and the bane of good
intentions — the story of a Tibetan monk who
walks 1,000 miles and realizes that he's carried an
ant within him in his robe. He walks all the way
back home to replace the ant, "to avoid doing it
violence. But how many ants did he step on on the
way?" (24)
• "Capitalism is bad? Not the capitalism that
founded and supported Stanford or Harvard or
Penn . . . " (25)
• "Government, to eradicate 'hate speech,’ will
become the arbiter on all speech — that same
Government whose very return address on the
envelope awakens fear." (26)
• About those on the Left, "you will note that
when they write, they copyright their books, and
buy goods with the proceeds." (27)
• "The serious gambler learns young, and
painfully, that he must control his impulses . . .
Our politicians, left and right . . . are free to spend,
to chase fantasies, and to squander resources, for
the resources are not theirs, and there is no
penalty for their misuse or loss." (52)
• He cites the experiment between the market
and government in developing a zeppelin (75).
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• "What institution is more greedy than
Government? What individual more ravenous
than the Perpetual Candidate who is every
politician?" (118)
• Prophetically, he notes that bad politics
combines with worrisome entertainment: "The
ascription to leaders of supernatural powers is a
recurring aberration which entertains us . . . it is
perhaps no accident that the election cycle
(formerly "elections") is growing and will continue
to grow to be continuous." (162-163)
• "To fix the game for money is called
corruption; to fix the game from sentiment is
called Liberalism." (168)
• "Giving the money to the Government, even
that Government which proclaims an agenda with
which the Liberal agrees, is folly. For a simple
perusal of history will reveal that the money . . .
will most likely arrive somewhere else altogether."
(182)
• "Successful politicians look forward to their
retirement plan . . . the most flagrant Socialist
then becoming, magically, a fan of capital." (189)
• "The human mind may be worshipped, but it
cannot be trusted. This is why we have
laws." (192)

‘A Hillbilly Elegy’
(Aug. 3) — In 2016, J.D. Vance wrote a
memoir as a 32-year old, what became a bestselling and influential book. As he notes, it's
strange for a young man to be encouraged to write
an auto-biography. And he doesn't seem entirely
comfortable with the project; it's funny at times to
read him downplaying his uniqueness. But the
combination of his "hillbilly" background and Yale
Law School outcome is unusual — and its
implications are important.
Vance says that he would have squandered it
all, except for the impact of a handful of loving
people who rescued him — in particular, his
grandparents and especially his grandmother (2,
23, 46, 138). "Reams of social science attest to the
positive effect of a loving and stable home . . . I
know Mamaw was good for me not because some
Harvard psychologist says so but because I felt it."

(149-150) I don't think he is dissing science here,
but merely acknowledging the powerful
experience he had, which happens to jive with
theory and data.
Vance is white. But given his background, the
idea of "white privilege" for him and other
hillbillies is utterly ridiculous. Their
disadvantages stem from both geography and
ethnicity (2-3). Understanding this is just one
more nail in the coffin of "reparations" by
ethnicity. Why on earth would one want to take
resources from hillbillies to give to President
Obama's family?
Vance sees jobs and "the economy" as part of
the problem. But these cannot be anything close
to a complete explanation — which must include
the role of culture and individual decisions. In his
view, the problems are clearly more self-imposed
by individuals and a dysfunctional culture, than
caused by institutions or external forces.
"It's about reacting to bad circumstances in the
worst possible way. It's about a culture that
increasingly encourages social decay instead of
counteracting it." (7)
More broadly: "Our elegy is a sociological one,
yes, but it is also about psychology and
community and culture and faith." (145) All of this
points to broader conceptions of “class" — which
go far beyond income (63). "Social mobility isn't
just about money and economics, it's about a
lifestyle . . . " (207).
At a micro level, Vance repeatedly describes
poor family dynamics on communication,
parenting, instability, etc. — both generalizations
and from his own experience — that will make
most people cringe. His narrative reminded me of
Ruby Payne's work on education and sociology, in
her efforts to help poor families.
Vance shares the "takeaways" on "martial
conflict resolution" that he gained from watching
his mother with a "revolving door of father
figures" (88): "Never speak at a reasonable
volume when screaming will do . . . " and so on
(71). He was fortunate to see some exceptions
(73), but the norms were counter-productive. As
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he describes his own marriage, he shares how his
reflexes still lean in that direction.
In sum (and generalizing), hillbilly "homes are
a chaotic mess." (146) Screaming and yelling,
hitting and punching, drugs and alcohol, bring in
the police and the children go to foster care,
apologize but don't repent. And then in daily life:
don't work or don't stick with it; don't encourage
the children to study; teach children about the
importance of responsibility but don't walk the
walk; succumb to poor eating and exercise habits
(146-148).
When Vance worked at a grocery store, he saw
the irony that the poor were more likely to
purchase pre-cooked and frozen food — and "only
poor people bought baby formula" (138). He saw
how "people gamed the welfare system" and were
"content to live off the dole" (139). They would
spend their "way into the poorhouse” — with highinterest credit cards and payday loans (146).
Vance does point to macroeconomic factors —
in particular, the post-WWII migration from
Appalachia to the Midwest, for manufacturing
jobs that soon began to fade. The next generation
was supposed to be upwardly mobile. But it didn't
work out that way, given the cultural problems,
the decline of manufacturing, and the new "War
on Poverty."

Vance is focused on Appalachia. But at times,
he extends his analysis to all "working-class
whites” — and most broadly, the poor. Their
problems are exacerbated when they are
concentrated into communities. Among blacks
and other ethnic groups in cities (especially with
"public housing"), we used to have the term
"ghettos." But the impact in more rural areas is
essentially the same. He notes that 25 percent of
white children in 1970 lived in neighborhoods
with poverty rates about 10 percent. In 2000, it
was 40 percent. "It's almost certainly even higher
today." (51)
Individuals live in communities that exert
profound negative influences on them. This points
to the role of sociology and psychology, beyond
strict economics or political science. When
communities feature out-of-wedlock births, drug
use, etc., then individuals become more prone to
participate in those activities. (See also: ROGD,
anorexia, etc.) One response is escapism: "For
many kids, the first impulse is escape, but people
who lurch toward the exit rarely choose the right
door . . . Out of the frying pan and into the fire.
Chaos begets chaos. Instability begets instability.
Welcome to family life for the American
hillbilly." (229)

This reminded me of an oft-overlooked truism
on timing: when something happens can be more
important than the change itself. For example,
many countries have come out of colonization.
The key difference: when they were freed and the
dominant theories of economy and political
economy into which they were freed.

His mother "avoided abusive or neglectful
partners," but Vance "hated the disruption" of so
many guys in their lives (88). He also connects the
dots between troubles with family stability and
trying to do K-12. He provides a brutal quote from
a teacher friend: "They want us to be shepherds to
these kids. But no one wants to talk about the fact
that many of them are raised by wolves." (127)

Fortunately, America was freed when people
believed in the efficacy of free markets and limited
government. Unfortunately, African nations
began when faith in government and elites was
high — and when professionals were skeptical
about markets. The same holds true for AfricanAmericans and the timing of Civil Rights in the
1960s, as well as Vance's focus on Appalachia
immigration to the Midwest post-WWII.

And he lays out a gut-wrenching statistic on
the percentage of children exposed to three or
more maternal partners: Sweden is 2nd in the
world with 2.6 percent and America is #1 with 8.2
percent overall — and higher in the working class
(228). (Brutal. Thanks again to the government
and proponents for their War on Poverty . . . err,
the Poor. Outside the mercy of Jesus, may you
find a millstone awaiting you in the afterlife.)
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In 2012, working class whites reported working
more hours, but the surveys are "demonstrably
false . . . the only thing that report proves is that
many folks talk about working more than they
actually work." (57-58) Children are then raised in
a context where work is infrequent and lauded
hypocritically. Impressive research by Chetty, et
al., indicates the prevalence of single parents and
income segregation for limited income mobility
(242). Again, the cultural influences on work and
family formation are significant.
All of these problems are prevalent among
"working-class blacks" as well. Again, this is far
more about class than income — or certainly, race.
Vance found William Julius Wilson's “The Truly
Disadvantaged” and then Charles
Murray's “Losing Ground.” Both books focused on
blacks, but they "described my home
perfectly." (144) At least Murray is clear that these
problems should be expected in any lower-income
setting — independent of race. And while Wilson
definitely focuses on jobs, Murray explains that
welfare programs necessarily created strong
disincentives to work, study, save, and form twoparent households — for the poor, when elites
changed "the rules of the game" for them.
Vance also helps us understand why “workingclass whites" weren't fond of Obama. Racism
probably plays a primary role for a few people and
a secondary role for others. But the larger issues
were economic and cultural — matters of "class."
His presidency occurred as dissatisfaction with
the economy was bottoming out and not getting
better with any alacrity. Beyond that, "The
president feels like an alien . . . for many reasons
that have nothing to do with skin color . . . Ivy
League . . . brilliant, wealthy, and speaks like a
constitutional law professor . . . Nothing about
him bears any resemblance . . . His accent —
clean, perfect, neutral — is foreign . . . Obama
overcame adversity in his own right — adversity
familiar to many of us — but that was long before
any of us knew him . . . He is a good father while
many of us aren't. He wears suits to his job while
we were overalls . . . His wife tells us that we

shouldn't be feeding our children certain foods,
and we hate her for it . . . " (191)
Given the complexities of the social problems,
it's not surprising that Vance reaches sober and
limited policy conclusions, especially at the
federal level. "Public policy can help, but there is
no government that can fix these problems for
us." (255) He wants foster laws revisited, so that
non-immediate but involved family members
would have much easier access to children in
troubled situations (243). But there is no "magical
public policy solution . . . I don't think that
solutions (as most understand the term) really
exist . . . maybe you can put your thumb on the
scale a little for the people at the margins." (238)
It's not spending in K-12 schools — or more
access to food or college; "the fault lies almost
entirely with factors outside the government's
control." (244) "It starts when we stop blaming
Obama or Bush or faceless companies and ask
ourselves what we can do to make things
better." (256) Opportunity lies with the individual,
those around him, the community, churches, etc.
As per Olasky in "The Tragedy of American
Compassion,” it's not simply a matter of getting
the private sector involved. The private sector
could be more effective, at least on paper; but
there are certainly no guarantees, in practice. In
his conclusion, Vance uses Christmas as an
example of the gap between classes — and efforts
by the upper class to help the lower class.
Christmas taught him about tax refunds and were
a prominent time for payday loans — and its gifts
served as an opportunity to buy love. Charitable
organizations were a mixed blessing — promoting
consumerism, being patronized through
assistance and receiving ridiculous gifts like
pajamas (249-252).
Effective welfare programs are unlikely.
Effective charitable efforts are difficult. Vance
calls his community to be the cure to its own
problems. Whether they can do so is debatable.
But in his realistic pessimism about external
entities bringing true hope and change, the best
answer is probably hard work and God's grace —
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and to strive for robust community and revitalized
civic institutions.
Other observations:

• Vance's description of the hillbilly family was,
not unsurprisingly, quite similar to the "trustee
family" structure described by Zimmerman:
loyalty to family and class (15-16); "a robust sense
of honor, devotion to family, and bizarre
sexism" (41); and an honor-based culture (246).
• On the importance of the church as a civic
institution, Vance connects Christian faith (albeit
naive at the time) to saving him from trouble. One
of his fathers found Jesus and it made a difference
to him directly — and indirectly through his father
(92, 94). But Vance notes that there is cultural
pressure to identify as religious — and that
attendance and participation is actually quite low,
compared to the rest of the Bible Belt (93).
• Vance describes drug addiction as both
disease and an excuse (116). Trying to help his
mother — and the implicit challenges — is a
recurring theme in the book. At one point, he
gives her clean pee to pass a drug check at a job.
"And maybe, if we help her this time, she'll finally
learn her lesson." (131) Of course, she was
learning the lesson — that people would continue
to try bailing her out. At one point, he realizes that
"of all the emotions I felt toward my mother, I had
never tried sympathy." (231) Her two siblings
turned out well enough, so "in some ways, Mom is
the Vance child who lost the game of
statistics." (232) He concludes that "There is room
now for both anger at Mom for the life she
chooses and sympathy for the childhood she
didn't." (238)
• In the Marine Corps, Vance learned that he
had underestimated himself (163). And after
seeing a child in Iraq who was so thankful to get
an eraser, he observes: "For my entire life, I'd
harbored resentment at the world . . . I began to
realize how lucky I was . . . I resolved to be the
type of man who would smile when someone gave
him an eraser." (173-174)
• Vance is fine with payday lenders; they can
"solve important financial problems" (185).

• On the prevalence of American Civil Religion
in Appalachia: Vance said his “Mamaw” always
had two gods: Jesus Christ and America — and he
cites the patriotism of Breathitt County, including
the anecdote that it was the only county in the
U.S. to fulfill its quotas for WWI soldiers through
volunteers (189)
• Vance discusses the prevalence of meanstested financial aid for colleges, so that smart
children can attend elite colleges, often for less
than a state university (198-199).
• On (true) diversity: "For all of the Ivy
League's obsession with diversity, virtually
everyone comes from intact families who never
worry about money." (203)”
• On mobility, Vance notes a small but oftenoverlooked point — that one always move to
something and from something else (206).
Similarly, progress always implies that one wasn't
as good at something in the past.
• Mitch Daniels is his "political hero" (221) and
Amy Chua was a key mentor in law school (219).

‘Winning’ a War
(Aug. 5) — The year is 1943. America has
entered World War II in full force and Germany is
on the defensive. In the minds of many, the war
was all but won. But what would we do with the
victory? In “The Year of our Lord 1943: Christian
Humanism in an Age of Crisis,” Alan Jacobs
describes the work of five prominent Christian
thinkers — Jacques Maritain, Simone Weil, T.S.
Eliot, C.S. Lewis, and W.H. Auden — on this
question.
Why Were We Fighting?
The question might seem simple enough. But
usually the focus was what we were fighting
against — opposing the Germans and the
Japanese. This presupposes an objective critique
of the opponent (really easy with those villains)
and also a replacement by something better (easy,
but often assumed and undefined).
So, what were we fighting for? What way of life
were we trying to preserve, improve, or
inaugurate? This angle leads to less comfortable
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inferences. Protecting consumerism, American
Civil Religion, libertine immorality, virulent
racism, and so on — all prominent features of
American culture. Are these worth the sacrifice?
At least in the minds of these (and some secular)
thinkers, the Western democracies would win the
war, but were also "some considerable way along
the path to losing the peace." (199)
Another troubling angle: Jacobs opens his first
chapter with American sympathy for Germany, if
not Nazism (5). This may surprise us, but it
should not, given universal and contemporary
considerations. First, people generally have little
understanding of economics and current events—
and perhaps more so then, with less education
and limited media options. So, an easy but
sobering embrace of poor policies or bad actors is
quite common.
Second, socially and politically,
"progressivism" including eugenics was popular
and perceived (proudly) as "scientific." In fact,
Germany patterned its eugenics laws after
American efforts, starting in Indiana in 1907. And
discrimination against all sorts of people
(including Jews, women and the disabled) was
quite acceptable in America at the time.
Third, in terms of politics and economics, there
was a growing penchant for statism, increased
faith in the efficacy of government, and less faith
in markets and market outcomes. This is a time
marked by the Great Depression and the supposed
success of Keynesian economics and the New
Deal. We were optimistic about the use of our
military, the American Way, but ironically, also
more open to world governance structures.
In that time, at least until things were
obviously ugly, why wouldn't one at least
sympathize with Germany (if not applaud them),
after the nastiness of World War I and its
aftermath?
What Role for Religion?

Given the moral failings in America and his
own personal relativism, Auden went through a
crisis of faith where he asked how we had the right
to demand or even expect a more humanistic

response. "Even granted the evil of Hitler, can we
be sure that our ways are necessarily superior? . . .
How righteous is our cause? And if it is righteous,
what makes it so?" (10-12) Not "positivism or
pragmatism." (16) Auden noted soberly, "We
come much closer to Hitler than we may care to
admit. If everything is a matter of opinion . . .
force becomes the only way of settling
differences." (17)
Auden couldn't answer the question well,
without a reference to Christian faith (6). His
conclusion: "Only an appeal to something eternal,
absolute, and good — like the God of St. Thomas
or the 'nature of human beings' described by
Aristotle — would permit one to answer the
Nazis." (7)
But what role had religion played in getting
Europe to this point? In particular, should one
blame particularly nasty forms of nationalism on
its sins of omission or commission? Churches had
often been complicit — by compromising with
secularism and patriotism. Christian thinkers
were convinced that Europe’s troubles stemmed
from a gradual erosion of focus and unity in
religion. As such, they saw the primary solution as
reversing these causes (28-30).
This led to "a pressing set of questions about
the relationship between Christianity and the
Western democratic social order . . . whether
Christianity was uniquely suited to the moral
underpinning of that order." (xvi) An emphasis on
"liberal instrumentalism" had put such questions
on the back burner. But is that where they
belonged?
"That willingness to defer ultimate questions
as the price to paid for getting along with one
another, had left the democratic West unable to
generate the energetic commitment necessary to
resist the military and moral drive of societies that
had clear answers" to questions of purpose, until
it was late in the game at best (33-34).
Stunde Null and the Response of the Church

In his afterword, Jacobs uses Jacques Ellul's
work and two key German phrases:
Nachkriegzeit (the night after the war)
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and Stunde Null (zero hour) to revisit the relevant
questions. "What does faithful presence look like
at the moment the clocks are all reset?" (197)
Some Christians would choose an insular
approach to building up the church. Some turned
to politics — reaching for powerful mechanisms of
social gospel and political change. For Ellul,
neither pietistic aloofness nor political
assimilation was valid (198). "There is certainly
nothing wrong with the United Nations, and
prefabricated housing can be very useful indeed.
But the world does not need Christians to say so . .
. the first and most vital task of Christians in time
of war was prayer." (199)
In contrast to Jacobs' five thinkers, a morepolitical approach was then enunciated most
forcefully by Reinhold Niebuhr as "Christian
realism." I'll leave this discussion to interested
readers (52-56), but in a word, his view
emphasized the value of political pragmatism.
Neibuhr was worried about the temptations and
other costs of this approach — in light of original
sin, etc. And he didn't imagine politics in utopian
terms, along the lines of post-millennial statists at
the turn of the 20th century. But ultimately, he
saw a low priority on politics as unrealistic and
impractical.
Again, this debate occurred in a time of high
faith in government activism. So Neibuhr's
optimism is more understandable in the post-war
era. Now, such a position is far more difficult to
hold on pragmatic grounds. Jacobs addresses the
concerns from a historical angle: the evidence
from Augustine and Constantine (79-81) and even
a sympathetic reading of Herod at the time of
Jesus (83-85). And for Christians in particular,
Jacobs observes that we "often fail to keep
technique under such judgment and
submission." (200)
Of course, these are not simply questions for
the West after World War II. In our time, with the
explicit impact of Christianity fading, changing
social norms and less access to power in political
realms, what is the best way for the Church to
move forward — from doubling down on old
strategies to a renewed emphasis on discipleship

with Jesus and various expressions of "the
Benedict Option"?
In his review of Jacobs' book in Harpers
Magazine, Christopher Beha asks today’s
Democrats — or really, those who define
themselves largely as opponents of Trump or the
GOP — what they will do if they “win the peace”?
The answer for them — and for most in the GOP
in opposition to Democrats — is not particularly
clear.
Beha’s observation is a wonderful example of
Jacobs' thesis. What do you do when you gain
power and win the peace? Beha and Jacobs come
to similar conclusions about the most effective
engagement with the culture — not through
politics, media, and the battles at the intersection,
but in daily lives and community that have
purpose and actually move the needle one life at a
time.

‘Shazam!’
(July 12) — My family and I saw “Shazam” in
the theater a few weeks ago. It’s a fun little movie
from the DC Comic universe — a combination of
action, magic, some drama and a few larger
themes. Maybe it’s because I’m a nerd and a labor
economist, but beyond the entertainment three
things struck me as particularly interesting.
First, the movie was really nice on “family.”
Most obviously, as Shazam, Billy Batson is yet
another superhero to emerge from the world of
adoption and foster care (consider Superman,
Batman, Spiderman, etc.). There are practical
reasons for using this as a literary device, but as
someone who is passionate about family and
taking care of orphans, I found the positive
attention toward both is welcome.
Related to this, the foster parents (for Billy and
the host of other children) are not flawless but
they’re still heroes. They are neither over-bearing
nor hands-off in their parenting style. In the face
of difficult circumstances and challenging family
dynamics, the couple is loving and courageous,
realistic but amazing. (For another recent movie
on foster care and adoption, make sure to check
out “Instant Family.”)
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Second, I’m not sure whether the writers and
the director were aiming for political commentary
but I saw an angle there too. The villain, Dr.
Sivana, seems to pursue power mostly for its own
sake. In contrast, think of Thanos from the Marvel
universe. He wants power to do something drastic
— given his ideas about environmentalism and
population. He’s wrong ethically and practically,
but at least he has a goal.
Maybe the movie simply suffers from lazy
writing. But Sivana’s pursuit of power paralleled
contemporary politics, where the primary agenda
seems to be to win elections and gain power. What
do the major political parties and their politicians
have to offer? Not much. What do they do with
power once they get it
Not much.
Instead of viable ideas, we mostly get talk and
personal attacks. Take popular positions. Make
vague promises. Utter attractive tag lines to entice
voters. Speak loudly but swing a small stick.
Partisans and politicians are passionate about
winning the war but they don’t know how to win
the peace. They’re far more focused on victory and
power than on truth, logic, economics or science.
Third, I was intrigued by the movie’s depiction
of good and evil. Dr. Sivana is a caricature of evil.
He’s two-dimensional — boring, really. Again, he
doesn’t seem to have a goal — aside from gaining
power and exacting some “I told you so” revenge.
He’s the same static character throughout the
movie. In contrast, Shazam is the life of the party.
He wrestles with his personal flaws. He changes
and grows as a human being throughout the
movie.
This reminds me of C.S. Lewis in “The Great
Divorce.” Lewis depicts Hell as gray drudgery
where nobody wants to be near anyone else.
Meanwhile, visitors from earth can’t walk on
Heaven’s grass because it’s so sharp to them.
Sin often has its pleasures. (Why else would it
tempt us?) But sin faces diminishing marginal
returns; it requires more and more to satisfy. It
reduces its practitioners to drones; it fixates on
activity rather than intimacy (see also: social
media). It often lives in a bubble and fails to

cultivate real and lasting relationships. It
imagines political solutions rather than building
relationships and community.
At the end of the day, evil is two-dimensional
and boring — to those who have seen and
experienced something greater.
And as Lewis writes in “The Weight of Glory”
about our desires: they are “not too strong but too
weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling
about with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child
who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum
because he cannot imagine what is meant by the
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily
pleased.”
In its own way, Shazam encourages us to avoid
the temporary but ultimately boring temptations
that come our way. Instead, we should focus on
living life — and living it to the full.

A Healthcare Odyssey
(Aug. 7) — Charging $700 per hour for routine
physical therapy — my first thought was to switch
professions. I love my job, but for the standard
2,000 hours of work per year, $700 an hour
equates to $1.4 million for services that are
professional but relatively modest and routine. I
could live with that.
But then you quickly realize that the physical
therapists (PTs) are only making a small fraction
of that money. Most of it is going to insurance
companies and the providers who hire the
therapists.
My youngest son had minor injuries — from an
impressive growth spurt and over-exertion from
playing soccer and running track. Kentucky One
Health and Frazier Rehab charged Anthem about
$500 for the first appointment, where the
therapist’s expertise was easily the most
impressive. After that, the routine exercises and
follow-up appointments were billed at about $700
an hour to Anthem.
Anthem “negotiated” these down to about
$300 an hour for me. Wow, thanks! We didn’t
meet our deductible until late in the game and we
were surprised by the $1,253 bill. Boo on us for
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not checking prices. That won’t happen again —
and I hope you won’t make the same mistake.
Then again, the most prominent financial part of
the one-page form my wife signed to get services
said, “Copay per visit — $0.00."
How can the market possibly sustain $700 or
$300 (or the $180 we ended up paying out-ofpocket) per hour for these services? Because
healthcare and health insurance are not wellfunctioning markets.
Instead, we have tons of government
intervention that reduce competition, increase
costs, eliminate coherent pricing, and grossly
distort incentives and behaviors. People often
point to capitalism as the problem in healthcare,
but that’s a strange claim given the amount of
government involvement.
The most important distortion: the subsidy for
health insurance provided to employees and
employer — as a tax-free form of compensation.
The subsidy inflates the role of insurance, well
beyond its usual job of protecting us against rare,
catastrophic events. (The subsidy is also
remarkably expensive, costing the average family
of four almost $3,000 a year. And it’s regressive,
providing much greater benefits to those with
higher incomes.)
Car insurance mostly covers accidents. Life
insurance covers death. Fire insurance mostly
covers fires. But health “insurance” covers
everything from cancer to allergy shots, from
heart attacks to PT.
Of course, “true” health insurance wouldn’t
deal with allergy shots or routine PT services,
since those are neither rare nor catastrophic. They
are included because the subsidy encourages
employees and employers to arrange for
“insurance” that covers all healthcare services.
Imagine the costs and problems we’d have with
car insurance if it covered door dings and oil
changes.
Some might protest that they couldn’t afford
PT without insurance. First, you don’t know for
sure, since the costs would decline or even
plummet without coverage — and your insurance

would be less expensive. Second, for those who
really can’t afford it, the government could
provide services to the indigent through Medicare
or another welfare program.
Of course, it’s easy to understand why Frazier
Rehab wants to charge $700 an hour and is
willing to accept $30 an hour. Suppliers always
want higher prices for what they sell. The far
larger mystery is why Anthem accepts this price.
(Or beyond that, why are Indiana University and
its employees are happy enough with diverting
more compensation into the higher premiums
they’re paying for such outcomes?)
I don’t have a great answer, but my educated
guess would include something about complex
negotiations between three immense
bureaucracies and little concern about costs
because they’re relatively invisible.
Most prices in healthcare are strange — if they
can even be called prices. Only non-insured
markets in healthcare — e.g., Lasik and cosmetic
surgery — behave like normal markets. In other
words, they have technological advances that are
welcomed by all, declining prices, increasing
quality, and few complaints.
If you want those outcomes in the rest of
healthcare, then you’ll need to greatly reduce the
role of government in healthcare and health
insurance.
After some time on the phone, Frazier sent me
a detailed, understandable, one-page description
of the two charges for each of the seven visits.
Beyond that, it was difficult to get more
information, given the layers of customer service
from employees who aren’t trained to handle such
questions.
Again, this is not the sort of thing you typically
see in well-functioning markets. But one should
expect opaque pricing, murky and limited
information and extremely high prices unrelated
to the marginal cost of provision — when
government and insurance are so heavily
involved.
Frazier Rehab did send my son a nice “thank
you” card afterwards. So, that was nice. !

The Franke
Bookshelf
Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar
of the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation, is formerly an
associate vice chancellor at
Indiana University-Purdue
University Fort Wayne.

‘The British Are Coming:
The War for America,
Lexington to Princeton,
1775-1777’
Pulitzer Prize winner Rick Atkinson wrote the
definitive history of the U.S. Army in World War
II Europe called “The Liberation Trilogy.” He has
now turned his attention to the American War for
Independence by releasing volume one “The
Revolution Trilogy” entitled “The British Are
Coming: The War for America, Lexington to
Princeton, 1775-1777” (Henry Holt and Company,
2019).
Atkinson’s style is to write straight-up military
history using an impressive array of original
sources across the military and social strata of the
combatants. One gets a sense for the players and
their thought processes without getting into the
excruciating introspection of Jeff Shaara’s
historical fiction.
This book is not a quick survey of the most
important battles; rather, it is a comprehensive
accounting of events large and small
all leading up to an expected
crescendo which doesn’t quite arrive
even though it ends with
Washington’s brilliant campaign in
New Jersey in the winter of 1776-77.
After all, this is just the first of
three books, but it can easily stand
alone. Most, I’m sure, will not want
to stop here but eagerly anticipate
the next two. Another strength of the
book is the generous number of wellexecuted maps, the sine qua non for

military historians, professional and avocational.
Recommendation: I can’t wait for the next two
volumes.

‘George Washington at War’
I’ve mentioned before in this column that I
subscribe to the Great Man of History theory,
whereby certain key individuals make all the
difference at critical moments. Without them,
events would have turned out quite differently.
One such individual is George Washington and
two recent books support that narrative. Robert
O’Connell, in his “Revolutionary: George
Washington at War” (Random House, 2019),
didn’t particularly want to admit to this when he
started. But end up there he did, although without
saying it quite like that.
O’Connell sees Washington as a humanly
flawed genius with a good heart. He was quite
lucky during the war, no argument there, but
continued on in the darkest times while
surrendering neither hope nor faith. Because of
his belief in the righteousness of the cause, he
resolved to win independence only through
righteous means, at least as O’Connell ascribes
them to the Washington psyche.
For example, he was adamant about restricting
looting of and violence against loyalists, and he
abhorred the guerilla war taking place in the
Carolinas. While bordering on damning with faint
praise, O’Connell’s concluding statement sums up
well his opinion of Washington the revolutionary:
“He remains . . . a standard of how to bring about
revolutionary change without killing
too many people in the process.” That’s
why America’s revolution has lasted
and most others have not.
Recommendation: Best for readers
who like to get behind what someone
did to understand why they did it.

‘First Conspiracy: The Secret
Plot to Kill George Washington’
The second Washington book attested
to his greatness from the perspective of
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the British and loyalists. “The First
Conspiracy: The Secret Plot to Kill
George Washington” (McMillan,
2019) by Brad Meltzer and Josh
Mensch takes the reader on a long,
convoluted and repetitive journey to
get at the conspiracy hatched by the
royalist governor of New York and the
semi-loyalist city mayor to either
capture or kill Washington while he
was a resident in New York City.
Yes, the author is that Brad
Meltzer so the book reads like his
fiction but the style just doesn’t work here. There
was a conspiracy and one of Washington’s
personal guards was executed quite publicly, but
then it was all shoved under the rug. The book
reads like those History Channel hour-long
programs that have about 15 minutes of
information to impart. Each chapter ends with an
“uh-oh” kind of moment and then the next repeats
much of what you just learned.
I’m not convinced the authors ever made the
case for the extent of this conspiracy but they do
emphasize that the British believed Washington
was the soul of the rebellion. Get him, and the war
ends. That sounds like a Great Man situation to
me. Recommendation: If you like the O’Reilly
“Killing” series, get this one.

‘Elemental: How the
Periodic Table Can
Now Explain (Nearly)
Everything’
I thought I was pretty
smart as a high school
senior having pulled off a
class schedule of the
required English and
government courses,
personal typing, speed
reading and three study
halls. Pulled off, that is, for a
day and until my guidance counselor caught up
with me and put me in what today would be called
honors physics. I suffered through honors

chemistry the previous year,
remembering only two things:
Everything is measured in something
called a mole and there is this
mathematically beautiful thing called
the periodic table of elements. Fifty
years later I am kicking myself for all
things I could and should have
learned back then, so I occasionally
read something in fields I know
nothing about.
High school science teacher
Tim James has written a light-hearted
while still technical history of the periodic table
entitled “Elemental: How the Periodic Table Can
Now Explain (Nearly) Everything” (Abrams Press,
2019). James gets into a lot of macro-evolutionary
theory, uses crudely hand-drawn diagrams and
fills in with corny humor only high school
students would appreciate. He gives the chemical
formula for the human body, which takes up two
full lines type, adds a lengthy section on human
spontaneous combustion and tells us what boiling
a vat of urine will produce.
Thankfully it’s a short book so it can hold the
attention of even the most Luddite non-science
types like me, but even so I can’t say that it has all
come back to me now. Fortunately, it reads
quickly and I don’t begrudge the time spent.
Recommendation: Entertaining, but I still can’t
tell you the difference between chemistry and
physics.

‘Ballpark: Baseball in
the American City’
As the baseball season
winds down, I found a
book that is about more
than baseball. “In
Ballpark: Baseball in the
American City” (Alfred A.
Knopf, 2019)
architectural writer Paul
Goldberger tells the
history of Major League Baseball through its
homes — the fields, parks and stadiums where it is
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played. He has a theme: these structures ought to
be in the city core and built to adapt to their
surroundings, something he calls rus in urbe. The
idea is that baseball started in open fields and,
when moving into the large cities, tried to give the
impression of a little bit of country in the packed
city. It is an interesting take on baseball history
focused on its playing fields.
The earliest city baseball fields were
constructed of wood and nearly all them burned
down. This led to the first golden era of baseball
parks, as he calls it, when brick was used to create
beautiful edifices that worked themselves into the
locality, often in unusual shapes to accommodate
local streets.
We still have Fenway and Wrigley from that
era. Then things got bigger and they were called
stadiums, eventually moving to the suburbs where
fans and their automobiles lived.

Moving back to the city cores didn’t work out
so well, according to Goldberger, as cookie-cutter,
multi-purpose, concrete . . . and publicly
financed . . . monstrosities were built to be shared
by MLB and NFL teams.
I heartily agree with him there. Eventually
tranquility was restored to the universe with
Baltimore’s Camden Yards and its progeny,
including my hometown’s minor league park. If he
has one heuristic to apply to the appropriateness
of a stadium design, it is this: Can you look
outside the park and see city? Can the city look in
and see green grass?
Goldberger’s mortal sin in design is to
construct bleachers across the entire outfield to
block this view. Recommendation: For those who
like baseball history and for anyone interested in
downtown architecture. !

Leo Morris
Leo Morris, columnist for The
Indiana Policy Review, is winner of
the Hoosier Press Association’s
award for Best Editorial Writer.
Morris, as opinion editor of the
Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, was
named a finalist in editorial writing
by the Pulitzer Prize committee.

Gov. Holcomb, ‘Brand X’
(Aug. 19) — Gov. Eric Holcomb always looks so
comfortably stern, like an accountant at tax time
waiting for his client’s big gulp of ulcer medicine
to kick in.
He needs a good nickname to lighten his
image. Something like “Fuzzy,” the sidekick for
one of those singing cowboys, there mostly for
comic relief but always ready guide the posse to
the rescue when the chips are down.
His current image, you see, is tarnished, we are
informed by no less an authority than the
Evansville Courier & Press.
At least that’s what we are led to infer when
told that while in Evansville, the governor
“polished his brand while visiting the area Friday,
dazzling a supportive business audience with his
fluency on issues, publicly tipping his hat to a
local political ally and helping raise barrels of cash
for his party.”
What better way to put a shine on the battered
old brand than by “dazzling” a “supportive”
audience? Surely, he wouldn’t want to bore an
antagonistic one. And if he’s going to tip his hat to
an ally, he really wouldn’t want to do it in the
privacy of a back room.
Naturally there are a few requisite steps in the
polishing process.
He had to field a series of “not-so-tough
questions” from the friendly mayor while “looking
very gubernatorial.”
But too much of that kind of staging would
look suspicious, so he’d also need to reel off
enough statistics to bring a skeptical county
commissioner, “not a politician prone to

dispensing empty praise,” to the point where she
is “nodding her head in apparent support.”
On the other hand, she may have been merely
nodding off to sleep. We have only the reporter’s
impressions of what went on and what it all
meant, in an article that, I must say, was very
subjective, full of judgmental observations and
snide asides.
Once upon a time, such journalism was
frowned upon, if not outright forbidden, outside
of editorial pages. Articles on the news pages
were, at least in the papers’ intentions and the
readers’ expectations, objective accounts of
mutually agreed upon reality. Just the facts,
Ma’am.
Of course, that was back when we took the
measure of people, including politicians, by
meaningful standards. Governors were rated by
their promises and their performance, by
priorities set and legislation supported or vetoed.
Today, every enterprise has a brand or is
desperately trying to develop one, an image
projected by a flashy logo and catchy slogan that
magically and instantly communicates
trustworthiness and value. It’s not enough to
provide a needed service or product and to do it
with competence and integrity. It’s all about
selling the sizzle, never mind whether there is
actually any steak involved.
This can all be traced back to the start of the
end of civilization as we know it, when company
advertising departments morphed into marketing
divisions and “personnel” became “human
resources.” Style overtook substance, and illusion,
couched in ever more convoluted language,
supplanted reality.
I’m so cynical that when I hear somebody
babbling about “branding” (as I did, alas, at even
the newspaper where I toiled for more than 30
years), my immediate reaction is, “Well, looks like
someone has lost track of the basic mission.” The
only option becomes to keep the customers from
figuring that out.
I blame television, where advertisers – excuse
me, marketers – had just 30 seconds to get bored
viewers’ attention, pound the name of the product
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home and paint a picture that would stay in the
mind longer than the 12 minutes until the next
commercial.
The crusade today is carried on by social
media, which exists almost exclusively to catch
and release unfiltered emotional reactions with no
intellectual heft.
What do you suppose President Trump is
doing with all those tweets? He’s selling his brand
– the combative, defiant champion of the
deplorables – in a marketing campaign so brilliant
that he has left a litter of befuddled buffoons in
the wreckage of the ruling class.
Did you know that in the early days of TV, the
Federal Communications Commission frowned
upon advertisers denigrating their competitors by
name? That’s why there were so many
commercials slamming the shoddy offerings of
Brand X.
Everyone knew who was being bashed and
trashed, of course. Ford was panning Chevy,
Miller was knocking Budweiser, Heinz was
blasting Campbell’s. But poor, old Brand X took
the hits and civilization marched on. There was a
certain pretend civility about the whole thing.
We could use some Brand X today, a stand-in
for the punching bags we have made of each other
in our fractured nation. We could use a little more
civility, even if it is pretend. Especially in politics.
I’m too old and cynical to expect a return to
substance, but at least the style can be more
appealing.
I hope Gov. Holcomb gets his image all shiny
and new and decides to flaunt it without feeling
the need to verbally terrorize whichever Democrat
runs against him. I trust that whoever survives the
field of would-be Trump contenders will be smart
enough not to try to go one-on-with him in a
battle of the brands.
It occurs to me that this screed might make me
appear to be a hateful old coot spewing bile. I
need a brand, so think of me as the friendly
curmudgeon of comic relief, ready to lead a posse
of Brand X constituents.
Just don’t call me Fuzzy.

Multilingually Short
(Aug. 12) — When I heard that South Bend
Mayor and presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg
had taught himself Norwegian just to read more
books by an author he enjoyed, my immediate
reaction was to join with other conservatives in
hurling a wicked retort.
Mine was: Now, perhaps he will learn English
so he can read the Constitution.
But the truth is that I was impressed.
If he was being sincere, not just dishing up the
usual political twaddle, he had undertaken a
heroic effort. The language we use – its
complexities and subtleties – shapes the way we
can understand and describe human thought.
Insights that are difficult enough to grasp in the
original language cannot possibly be conveyed by
the best translations.
I wonder, though, if his mission failed, if,
indeed, it was possible to achieve. It takes a
lifetime and then some to master the nuances of
one’s native tongue, never mind the intricacies of
an adopted language.
I have spent my entire career using the English
language to persuade, to cajole, to provoke and
motivate. And to this day, I am learning new ways
to deploy it. How to use precisely the right word
for precisely the right circumstance. How
variations of sentence structure can pull readers
along or stop them dead in their tracks. How a
single comma or semicolon can have a drastic
effect.
And I have struggled all that time, and failed,
to be able to call myself fluent in Spanish. I
studied it in high school. I took adult classes from
a transplanted Guatemalan. I’ve self-taught with
books and tapes and evenings in front of
Univision.
Each time, I have run into the same wall. No
matter how much I absorb, I’m not in a position to
use the language every day, so I always forget 80
percent of what I learn. And without a solid
foundation – one provided by years of serious
study and constant use – I can never make the
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leap to understanding Gabriel García Márquez or
Miguel de Cervantes in the language of their
thought.
I came to this insight the other day on
encountering an example of what is, I think, the
most difficult language in the world, no less
incomprehensible for its ubiquitousness –
bureaucratese, that special jargon meant more to
impress than to explain, more to obscure than
clarify.
“A new initiative, led by the Indiana Language
Roadmap at Indiana University,” said the news
story at a PBS website, “is underway to create a
more culturally aware workforce” in Indiana. It
will help Hoosiers “navigate a global workforce”
and, “for world language learning,” it will
“enhance opportunities, increase access, ensure
equity, improve quality, build statewide support
and expand resources.”
I didn’t have a clue in the world what that
meant, so I went to the link provided for the
roadmap. There, I learned that there will be
“collective input from stakeholders,” an advisory
board of “seven members who represent multiple
sectors across the state” and 10 regional leaders
“who will work collaboratively with the project
team.”
Still not a clue. So, I went to the official news
release, where I discovered that the need for a
comprehensive discussion of language learning in
Indiana “is widely recognized by educators and
business leaders as the state prepares residents to
be competitive in the global marketplace.”
Still no idea. Are we supposed to learn how to
order a sandwich, ask for the restroom’s location
and talk about the weather in the 70 languages we
are told I.U. teaches? Or dive deeply into the one
language we are most apt to do business in, and
shouldn’t the companies we work for be handling
that? Merely appreciate the fact that we are a state
encompassing many languages and numerous
cultures?
Finally, I reached a site for the Language
Flagship, which apparently sponsors this
endeavor through a U.S. Department of Defense
grant, where I found that there is “a national

initiative to change the way Americans learn
languages through a groundbreaking approach to
language education for students from
kindergarten through college.”
Well, OK, then. I finally got it. I think. These
grand pooh-bahs of multilingual magnificence are
going to patiently lead us to a better way of
learning a foreign language. Whew. Wish they’d
come up with that when I was struggling through
high school Spanish.
It occurs to me that in most places, most of the
time, there is a drift toward the dominant
language in everyday transactions. I do not need
to learn Chinese or Italian to order in those
restaurants, because the staff is smart enough to
know who the customers are.
If that sounds nativist or even xenophobic,
imagine trying to cope in Mexico without knowing
Spanish. And if you plan to spend any time in
Quebec, you really, really, really must study
French.
And I would point out that Christianity became
such a powerful force not because millions of
people learned Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, but
because the Bible was translated into the
languages spoken by millions of people.
Ah, well.
I looked up the Norwegian novel read in
translation by Mayor Pete, the one that inspired
him to learn the original language. Naïve. Super,
by Erlend Loe, is about the angst of a disillusioned
20-something undergoing an existential crisis
who is deeply offended by the shallowness of
society and the phoniness of the people in it.
Seems to me I have also read that in the
original. It was by J.S. Salinger. El Guardian Entre
El Centeno. I had to look that up. Clearly not
presidential material.

Mass Shootings: The Discussion
“No notice is taken of a little evil, but when it
increases it strikes the eye.” – Aristotle
(Aug. 5) — I’ve always resisted the temptation
to comment on mass shootings, partly because it
is difficult to add anything new or useful to the
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discussion, and partly because I don’t want to
contribute to the notoriety the perpetrators seek.
But when there are two such horrific events in
less than 24 hours, staying silent no longer seems
the best course. The reactions to the shootings,
always so predictable and misguided, seem doubly
inept, and I wonder if the people shouting them at
us even listen to themselves anymore.

innocent bystander gets caught in the crossfire.
Every time a murderer gets a plea bargain to
testify against another murderer. Every time a
sexual predator with money and influence gets by
with a wink and a nod.

It’s always because of a malevolent outside
force that swoops in and pulls these poor souls out
of their dark corners to unleash violence on the
world.

Cities use to have laws against loitering, which
they found useful to ignore, unless there was an
“undesirable” person or group they wished to
hound. It was the essence of arbitrariness and
capriciousness, a law not used to let us all know
our boundaries but to let us know who had to
obey the boundaries and who did not.

It is poverty or video games or perverted
religion or, in this case, “white nationalism,”
whatever that is.

Today, we have an entire criminal justice
system based on that model. Cross the line, get
punished or perhaps not, one big crap shoot.

It is the fault of whoever said whatever it was
that a feeble mind interpreted as an excuse to
commit terror, in this case President Trump and
his “divisive rhetoric” or out-and-out racisms,
take your pick.

And balancing on top of it is capital
punishment, which we are afraid to get rid of but
are more and more reluctant to use. Yes, we seem
to be saying, there are ultimate crimes, so we want
to keep the ultimate penalty, but only as an empty
threat.

And, always, it is the guns. Why can’t we please
have some “common sense gun control”? Never
mind that unless we figure out a way to make
them all disappear, there is no way in a free
society to prevent some people from misusing
them, no way we should deny decent people
access to them.
At some point in all the bloviating — it just
came sooner this time – I want to shout at the TV
screen: No, no, no, you’re avoiding the real issue.
We are all moral agents, solely and totally
responsible for our actions and their
consequences. All the rest is missing the point.
But of course, they are quite deliberately
missing the point.
For people to be responsible for their actions,
they must be held accountable for their actions,
and for that we need a society that sets clear,
unambiguous lines between right and wrong and
consistently and uniformly punishes those who
cross over the line. We’ve been running away from
that kind of moral clarity for – well, at least for my
lifetime – and we’re paying a heavy price for it.
Not just when a monster with a semiautomatic
weapon starts shooting indiscriminately into a
crowd. But every time a drug deal goes bad and an

Little wonder that we let the small evils pile up
unnoticed and then flounder in confused horror
when the evil becomes too big to ignore. Benjamin
Franklin once said something about a republic, ." .
. if you can keep it.” The same might be said for
civilization itself.

Rethinking the Moon Landing
(July 29) — I’m a little late in commenting on
the 50th anniversary of the moon landing,
deliberately. I wanted to think about it a bit, see
what I could find beyond my immediate, visceral
reaction: It was the greatest achievement in
human history, and I have trouble understanding
people who won’t acknowledge that.
I’ve thought about it, and arrived at this: It was
the greatest achievement in human history, but it
could have been even more, and people who won’t
acknowledge the former will never understand the
latter, and I have trouble accepting that.
The landing is one of those “I remember
where” moments for me. I was sitting with a
crowd of soldiers in front of the dayroom TV of
the barracks at Gray Army Air Base in Fort Hood,
Texas. I don’t remember anybody cheering or
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applauding. We just sat there, stunned, I think, in
slack-jawed wonder. Human beings had left this
planet, safely made the unfathomable journey
through space and set foot on the moon.

There we have it – both the reason the moon
landing happened at all and the reason it was less
than it could have been. It was a government job.
We went to the moon! And. Then. Just. Quit.

A bit later, we would appreciate how the effort
had, if briefly, united a nation torn by the Vietnam
War, violence in the street and so many other
flashpoints, and inspired the whole world (600
million watched it live). Later still, we would
marvel at the scores of technological advances
created by the space race, everything from Dust
Busters to CAT scans.

For one thing, a mad race with a tight deadline
– get to the moon in a decade – can marshal
heroic efforts but does not lend itself to strategic,
long-term planning. Once the race is won,
objective achieved, what is there to do but move
on to the next race?

But in that moment, it was enough to celebrate
the milestone of the achievement, how the human
need to explore beyond the next horizon had
taken us farther than most could imagine.
How feeble of imagination and empty of spirit
are some who today look back on that moment
and jeer.
The United States might have fulfilled JFK’s
mandate to beat the Soviet Union to the moon,
writes Sophie Pinkham in the New York Times,
but the other side won the war for equality: “After
putting the first man in space in 1961, the Soviets
went on to send the first woman, the first Asian
man, and the first black man into orbit — all years
before the Americans would follow suit.” Hooray
for them, and shame on us, I guess.
And the Washington Post tweeted: “The
culture that put men on the moon was intense,
fun, family-unfriendly, and mostly white and
male.” Well, never mind what they accomplished,
then, that politically incorrect mob of patriarchal
devils.
But the dismissal of the moon project is not a
new phenomenon. It began almost immediately
after the landing.
The effort might have been inspiring, said
Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield, but, “The
needs of the people on earth, and especially in this
country, should have priority. When we solve
these problems, we can consider space efforts.”
Never mind, as Steve Hayward has pointed out,
that the total cost of the decade-long moon
landing project was less than three months’ worth
of federal spending for social programs in 1969.

For another, government is fueled by politics,
and that always favors short-term fixes that can be
taken credit for, not solutions that cost now but
will benefit a future that cannot be seen. Never
mind teaching me to fish, to use an old analogy, or
go out looking for a new stream, just give me a
fish for tonight’s dinner.
I do think government has a role. As a fiscal
conservative, I am often asked what programs I
would spend tax money on. (Liberals, though, are
too seldom asked what programs they would not
spend tax money on). My answer is that as long as
we have a massive federal apparatus, I would
prefer to use some of that might and money on
advancing the human condition instead of
spending it all to make the messes we won’t stop
creating easier to bear.
But not the sole role. Both the government and
private sector have had a part in exploration, most
effectively when operating in tandem.
Christopher Columbus sought and secured the
approval of Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella for his voyages. But the crown was all but
broke and being told by advisers that the endeavor
was crazy, so it did not provide financial backing.
Columbus used the royal approval to secure
private financing.
We could use an innovative space exploration
public-private partnership. The private space
sector is today stronger than ever, with ambitious
plans for everything from mining asteroids to
putting tourists in orbit. All we need now is some
envelope-pushing incentives from the
government.
We should already be on Mars and planning
the next phase of the journey.
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“That’s one small step for a man, one giant leap
for mankind,” said the first man on the moon. It
will take a lot more of those small steps before we
make the next leap.

Citizenship and the Census Quandary
(July 22) — The census-citizenship-question
sideshow seems to have ended, and thank
goodness. Now, we can concentrate on what is
really important about our decennial body count.
That’s not to say citizenship – particularly the
illegal-immigrant component – is not an
important issue. It is, but the federal government
has ducked it for decades. If a solution were
desired, one could have been found, especially
during periods of one-party monopoly in
Washington, such as in President Obama’s first
two years and a mere heartbeat ago during
President Trump’s first two years.
And, as the Stoics might have said, if there is
no solution, there is no problem. The whole
citizenship controversy has been just another
excuse for political posturing, which has gone
from habit to obsession in the Trump era.
Meanwhile, we’re still pretending that the
primary purpose of the census remains what it
was at the country’s founding, a way to ensure
that all people in our representative democracy
are fairly represented. As states gain or lose
population, they are to gain or lose members of
the House.
That lasted until roughly the start of the
Progressive Era – thank you, Teddy Roosevelt –
when it was decided that the government should
take a more active role in curing the country’s ills.
“More active role” means, of course, collecting
and distributing more money.
So today the most important thing the census
determines is not who we send to Washington,
but what we get from Washington.
According to Tracy Gordon of the Tax Policy
Center, the 2020 population count will affect
roughly $900 billion in federal spending, ranging
from Medicaid assistance funds to Section 8
housing vouchers.

It was a mere $185 billion for the 2000 census
that caused even the liberal Slate magazine to
complain that “distributing goodies is now all the
government does.” The government “has become
a mechanism for distributing largess, and your
census form is your ticket.”
Don’t worry about Indiana not getting its
rightful slice of the pie – Hoosier politicians are
paying attention. Nearly $18 billion is on the line
for Indiana in the census – roughly $2,710 per
person, reports the Indianapolis Business Journal.
And the fewer people counted, the less money
allocated to Indiana’s 6.7 million residents.
“The challenge is, if we don’t get everybody
counted in Indiana, that’s never good for us,” said
Carol Rogers, deputy director of the Indiana
Business Research Center and the governor’s
liaison to the census. “Let’s get our fair share back
from Washington. Let’s make sure we get our fair
share of congressional seats.”
Oh, yeah. Those congressional seats. Kind of
an afterthought, but at least she hasn’t forgotten
them entirely.
Some communities are even going above and
beyond.
The Economic Development Coalition of
Southwest Indiana (EDC), we are told by the
Courier & Press, is working to persuade the
federal government to enlarge the Evansville
metropolitan statistical area. The current
Evansville MSA includes Vanderburgh, Warrick
and Posey counties in Indiana and Henderson
County in Kentucky. The EDC wants to enlarge it
to include Gibson County, the region’s secondlargest employment center, and Wabash County
in Illinois.
The bigger the MSA, you see, the more federal
dollars. I wouldn’t be surprised to wake up one
morning and find Fort Wayne is part of the
Indianapolis MSA, with a few Ohio and Michigan
counties thrown in for good measure.
Now that I think about it, perhaps I was too
hasty in dismissing the illegal-immigrant matter
out of hand. Federal funds are allocated not based
on the number of citizens but on the number of
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warm bodies. If anything, Indiana does not have
its fair share of those folks.
So, we should definitely ask that on the census.
But what if that makes them afraid to reveal
themselves and there is a terrible undercount? I’m
so confused.
I should run for Congress.

Fuddy-Duddies, the Good Kind
“Conservative, n: A statesman who is
enamored of existing evils, as distinguished from
the Liberal who wishes to replace them with
others.” – Ambrose Bierce
(July 15) — I unflinchingly claim conservatism
as part of my political philosophy, and I am happy
to live in a conservative state. In fact, I even wish
Indiana would take the lead in trying to foster a
conservative revolution in this country.
And “conservative revolution” is not an
oxymoron.
A definition of terms is probably called for
here.
I am not qualified to declare definitively what
conservatism is and to dismiss as inadequate any
who fail to live up to the standard. All I can do is
say what the concept means to me. I am not now a
liberal, but I used to be one, so I’m also qualified
to give my personal understanding of that idea.
For a little help with the theories, allow me to
turn to Brian Howey, a Hoosier political
columnist.
In a recent piece on marijuana laws, he notes
that by 2020, Indiana’s prohibition will be nearly
unique in this region of the U.S., with Illinois,
Michigan and Ohio among the growing number of
legal-weed states despite the drug’s continued
federal illegality.
He attributes this to Indiana’s political class,
which “can sometimes be a decade behind the
sentiment of voters,” citing a poll showing 73
percent of Hoosiers approve of legalization at least
for medicinal use.
This seems like a positive attribute of
conservatism to me. It does not slavishly follow
public opinion. Instead, it allows elected officials

do take seriously their duties in a representative
democracy by doing what they think is right,
which can keep foolish mistakes to a minimum.
Howey acknowledges this by reporting that our
governors and political leaders “have trailed
national trends before. During the 1970s as
surrounding states lowered drinking ages to 18
and 19, Indiana resisted. Its neighboring states
later reinstated the 21 age limit.” Oops!
He then suggests (without using the word) how
federalism provides Indiana with the perfect
response to demands for change: Gov. Holcomb
“would be wise to form a task force to study the
impacts of medicinal/recreational marijuana and
learn from legalized states.” This is how it should
work in our “laboratories of democracy” – the
patient learning from the foolhardy.
I don’t claim he intended it as such, but so far,
the column sounds like a ringing defense of
conservatism. But then we go astray.
Hoosier leaders, he writes “could also
decriminalize marijuana possession during the
next legislative session while it researches
medicinal and recreational impacts.”
That wants to have it both ways, it seems to
me. “Decriminalization” is just legalization lite.
We want to wait-and-see before we act, but
behave in the meantime as if we have acted? That
looks like a dangerous road all those people are
going down. Let’s find out what’s really there, but
in the meantime, go ahead on and follow them.
The British politician and philosopher Edmund
Burke gave us a pretty good roadmap for this
journey almost 230 years ago when he recoiled in
horror at the bloody carnage of the French
Revolution. That was a “liberal” revolution,
seeking to tear down everything and start over.
The American Revolution, by contrast, was a
conservative approach because it attempted to
save what was valuable and build on it.
The conservative spirit is cautious but not
reactionary. It does not oppose all change,
claiming the existing is always better than the
new.
Human beings are interconnected, not just in
the present, but from the past through the future,
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and our cumulative knowledge based on
experience shared generation to generation is a
better guide to change than radical theories based
on a mistaken belief in human perfectibility. This
sensibility has given us the common law, the
gradual evolution of which lets us always know
where we stand.
The liberal spirit, on the other hand (as I
remember celebrating it), regards history as so
much baggage, tradition but an impediment to
ever-greater enlightenment. The future can be
mapped out, if only we are willing to recognize our
sins and sacrifice now for the benefit of future
generations. If we are too slow to accept our
responsibility, well, we just have to be pushed and
pulled along, whatever it takes. This sensibility
has given us administrative law, which can make
illegal this afternoon what was legal this morning,
without our consent, or even our awareness.
We have far too much administrative law and
too little respect for common law. We do not need
urgings to keep tiptoeing into untested waters to
see if, just this once, we don’t get in over our
heads. Indiana is right, at this point in history, to
stand watch on shore a little longer. It would even
be nice to have a little more company.
So, let’s be fuddy-duddies, not quietly and
delicately but proudly. Fools always rush in, but
we don’t have to be angels not to tread there.

The SS Sultana: A Forgotten Tragedy
(July 8) — This will be on the honor system, so
tell the truth.
Let’s have a show of hands from all those
who’ve heard of the wreck of the Edmund
Fitzgerald. OK, looks like a lot of you, a solid
majority, in fact.
Now, how many of you have heard of the
explosion of the SS Sultana? Anyone? Still
waiting. Oh, there it is, one hand raised in
Muncie.
Such are the whims of history.
The Edmund Fitzgerald sank on Nov, 10, 1975,
in a storm on Lake Superior. It was, to be brutally
realistic, a relatively minor incident, the loss of
one freighter among many claimed by the Great

Lakes. The crew of 29 perished, a small number as
disasters go.
Yet the wreck is embedded in the American
consciousness, lore that becomes part of the
culture and gets passed along the generations.
The Sultana was a wooden steamboat that
exploded on the Mississippi just outside of
Memphis on April 27, 1865. Loss of life has been
estimated as low as 1,200 and as high as 1,800. It
was the worst maritime disaster in American
history and is routinely listed among the top 10
ever in the world.
Yet hardly anyone has heard of it.
We know about the Edmund Fitzgerald
because it had a champion, if that is the right
word. Canadian singer-songwriter Gordon
Lightfoot decided to memorialize the wreck, and
his composition hit No. 1 in Cashbox and No. 2 in
the Billboard Hot 100. The Sultana’s victims had
no advocates, so the nation has never properly
mourned them. And that is doubly sad, because
their loss was not just a calamity. It was a true
American tragedy.
The Sultana’s last voyage began in Vicksburg
just days after the Civil War’s end. The federal
government was offering $5 per enlisted man and
$10 per officer for every ex-soldier transported
home. The steamboat had a capacity of 376, but
the greedy captain and a corrupt Union
quartermaster loaded it up with more than 2,000
souls.
Most were veterans returning to Indiana,
Illinois, Ohio and Kentucky. They had not merely
endured a war. They had just been released from
the brutal prisoner of war camps in Andersonville,
Ga., and Cahaba, Al.
They were to travel the Mississippi to the
Cumberland River, which flows into the Ohio
across from southern Illinois. But seven miles
upriver from Memphis, the twin boilers, which the
captain knew were in need of repair, exploded.
The soldiers who had already endured so much,
on their last leg home, were flung into the frigid
river raging with high floodwaters.
And their ordeal was recorded in small
accounts printed on the inside pages of
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newspapers, the Sultana’s fate overshadowed by
the much bigger stories that dominated Page 1:
the end of the war, the journey of President
Lincoln’s funeral train, the hunting down and
killing of assassin John Wilke’s booth. And the
loss of fewer than 2,000 American lives became a
mere footnote to the conflict that claimed more
than 600,000.
There are just a few small monuments here
and there mentioning the Sultana — in Tennessee,
Arkansas and Mississippi. There are two in Ohio.
And one in Indiana. The “In Remembrance”
marker in Beech Grove cemetery in Muncie
honors the 55 Delaware County members of the
9th Cavalry, 121st Regiment, who lost their lives in
the Sultana explosion. “Your sacrifice will never
be forgotten,” it says.
Except that is has been.
It has been said that journalism is the first
rough draft of history. “The news” might get
things wrong as events in the daily parade
compete for the public’s attention — the
chroniclers of our past will eventually sort it all
out.
But there’s a lot of ore to dig through, and not
all the gold nuggets will be unearthed. What we
lose today might never be found.

fired or suspended two guidance counselors
because they’re both in same-sex marriages. And
just last month, the Archdiocese said it would no
longer recognize Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory
School as Catholic because it refused to fire a
teacher in a same-sex marriage.
Up until the recent past, there wouldn’t have
been a doubt. The church would have been seen as
a venerable institution defending the established
values necessary for a cohesive society. The
dissidents would have been vilified as dangerous
malcontents trying to drag an unwilling public
into untested moral territory.
But that was then.
Now, try as hard as you like to find a vigorous
defense of the Catholic Church, you are likely to
be disappointed. From every quarter – academia,
the arts, the media, the political class – the
defenders of same-sex marriage are praised as the
fair, decent and honorable champions of
inclusiveness and equality. The church is a
monster.
“The Archdiocese of Indianapolis,” writes an
Indianapolis Star columnist standing bravely at
the sanctuary’s gate, “is propagating hate and
homophobia in Central Indiana by walking in
lockstep with the church’s discriminatory
treatment of the LGBTQ community.”

Same-Sex Marriage: A New ‘Normal’
(July 1) — Nobody likes a heretic.
They have always been shunned and always
will be. That is simple human nature, which is
immutable, no matter what social or cultural
upheavals it must navigate. The group is our
sanctuary, and the barbarian at the gate must be
repelled.
It can sometimes be tricky to clearly define the
group and correctly identify the dissident threat,
but the dynamic is timeless and universal.
For example, where do we look to find the
refuge and the rebel in the Catholic Church’s
ongoing battles over same-sex marriage in its
religious schools in Indiana?
In the past year, Roncalli High School,
operated by the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, has

Take that, troublemaker. Join the fold or shut
up.
Clearly, there has been a tectonic shift.
For most of human history, stability was the
norm, and challengers of the status quo were the
enemy. Powerful institutions, including the press,
were the faithful guardians protecting community
standards against the encroachments of
suspicious strangers and wicked, creeping
newness. Look up how newspapers of the 1920s
and 1930s treated coverage of minorities and see
if you can keep from cringing.
Today, the hunger is for transformation, and
those who urge a cautious embrace of change are
the villains. Powerful institutions are
presumptively corrupt, and any lukewarm support
of commonly accepted principles and precedents
justifies an a priori assumption of vile intent.
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Enthusiastically support whatever social justice
agenda is currently fashionable or else get down
on your knees and confess to the dark heart of
your patriarchal sins.
Don’t misunderstand. This is meant neither to
champion unchallenged tradition nor to deplore
unrelenting progress.
The embrace of tradition has its strengths and
weaknesses. It enables valuable qualities to
endure and provide a stable base on which to
build and nurture civilization. But it also allows
the effects of our worst deeds to linger beyond all
rationality – segregation, child labor, debtors’
prisons, take your pick.
There is likewise good and bad in the seize of
change. It allows us to throw off the last vestiges
of our mistakes without hesitation or qualm. But
it also tempts us to blindly lurch into avoidable
quagmires. Future historians are likely to look
back on today’s uncritical acceptance of militant
transgenderism as a bout of collective madness.
The group is not intrinsically good or bad. But
it is comforting. It embraces us and validates us. It
too seldom occurs to us that the lines can be
blurry between community, herd and mob.
Apostates can be noble or base. It all depends
on the worthiness of the cause being abandoned.
But they must stand alone, at least until there are
enough of them to start hunting for the
troublemakers in their own ranks.
The present moment is captured perfectly in an
exchange in “Monty Python’s Life of Brian,” one of
the great scenes in cinematic history:
“You are all different!” shouts the prophet to
the assembled multitude.
“Yes, we are all different!” the crowd roars in
unison.
Except this one lone voice, which rings out:
“I’m not.”

rudeness of federal bureaucrats. I felt sorry for
them.
I was thinking about cats.
Many people – dog owners, typically –
incorrectly assume that when cats turn their backs
to their owners, they are proclaiming their
independence with a show of aloof indifference.
But the truth is that they are displaying
humble deference to their masters. Acutely aware
of their precarious position in the food chain –
predator of some, prey of others – cats treasure
the comforts of a safe haven where they can
pretend to be in charge while all their needs are
being met. So, they must demonstrate a high level
of trust of those really in charge, however much it
must gall them, lest they be cast out into the
frightful wilderness.
I think the Department of Agriculture
employees are like those cats.
The Trump Administration is finalizing plans
to relocate several hundred to Kansas City. These
poor souls will be yanked from their safe haven
and flung into the predator-prey wilderness of
Heartland America.
Naturally they are terrified. Their every whim
will no longer be catered to while they pretend to
be in charge.
And they might not be the only ones in danger.
Other presidents – notably both the Reagan
and Clinton administrations – have announced
initiatives to break up the bureaucrat-special
interest machine in the nation’s capital by moving
numerous federal agencies to other locations in
flyover country. But the establishment has always
fought back, so the plans have always fallen apart.
But Donald Trump the berserker is the
president who might actually get it done. And that
is a potential catastrophe in the making.

A Welcome Bureaucratic Diaspora

Sure, there are superficially appealing reasons
for such a disruption.

(June 24) — My reaction might not have been
typical. I saw that photo of employees turning
their backs on Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue
and did not immediately decry the insolent

Money saved, for one. It will cost taxpayers
$300 million less over 15 years just by relocating
those few hundred USDA workers. Imagine how
much would be saved if a major portion of
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Washington’s more than 200,000 unelected
functionaries were moved.
Partially depopulating Washington would also
cut down on graft and corruption simply by
diminishing a power center acting as a magnet for
greed. And requiring the rule-makers to live
among the people who have to actually follow
those rules might provide a needed reality check.
Any benefits gained, however, pale in
comparison to what is a possible refugee crisis of
epic proportions.
Yes, this is the land of immigrants, but we can
only absorb so many at one time into the main
culture. Too many at once would simply
overwhelm the system.
We can be careful in how we distribute
members of the bureaucratic diaspora. Employees
of the Department of the Interior, for example,
could be equally divided among the 50 states. And
every classroom in America could handle at least
one Department of Education expatriate – a new
kind of student teacher.
But that won’t be enough. If we do not
carefully integrate the newcomers into society,
after patiently instructing them in our mores and
customs, we could end up with enclaves of hostile
newcomers so fixed in their traditional ways of
doing things that they don’t even want to
assimilate.
Indiana, which has a pretty decent history with
refugees, can step up here. Many communities
welcomed the Boat People from Vietnam, and
others now accommodate those fleeing Syria, the
Congo and other hot spots of turmoil. Fort Wayne
and Indianapolis alone have absorbed huge
populations of Burmese.
I envision a series of relocation centers, where
probationary settlers can learn the survival skills
they will need to thrive in a strange land. Concepts
we take for granted – such as “an honest day’s pay
for an honest day’s work” and “my word is my
bond” – are utterly foreign to them. The simplest
transactions will at first befuddle them, like yard
sales, church services, checkout lines, Fourth of
July parades, potluck with leftovers, and Friday
night Bingo at the community center.

That will help them blend in, live among us
without fear or dread, a simmering resentment or
a feeling of being oppressed. The next step would
call for training them to be productive members of
society who make meaningful contributions to the
well-being of their communities. But, in all
honesty, that might be an unreachable goal.
Herding cats, you know.

The Era of the Ultracrepidarian
(June 17) — It pains me to confess this, but I
am an ultracrepidarian. You might not want to
hear it, but there’s a good chance you are one as
well.
The word describes people who “express
opinions on matters outside the scope of their
knowledge or expertise.”
It comes from the Latin for “beyond the sandal
or shoe,” adapted from the longer “‘the cobbler
should not judge beyond his shoe.” That,
according to Pliny the Elder’s Natural History, is
what the painter Apelles of Kos replied to
criticism from a shoemaker, who had been asked
to critique the footwear detailed in a painting,
then proceeded to also offer his evaluation of
everything else about it.
Once you know to look for ultracrepidarians,
you can find them everywhere in our public
conversation.
There is the sports columnist who thinks we
are also entitled to his political wisdom. The
religious leader who presumes to lecture us about
economics.
The actress who feels qualified to warn us
about the dangers of vaccinations. The barely
pubescent pop star who dispenses relationship
advice. The Twitter blowhard who sneers at
everything with absolute certainty.
I’m adept at spotting them because, as I
hinted, “It takes one to know one.”
I spent the vast majority of my working life as
an editorial page editor, which allowed me to
express authoritative pronouncements on any and
all complicated issues that appeared in the news
sections. And yet I was an expert in absolutely
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nothing, except the art of expressing authoritative
announcements.
In other words, as I’ve said often over the
years, I got paid good money for shooting my
mouth off. And the best part was that I didn’t even
have to be right.
So let me offer this one piece of advice in the
one area I have some competence in: Don’t
assume anything about an opinion you hear. It
doesn’t have to be right. It doesn’t have to be
wrong. Don’t treat it as anything other than what
it is, an assertion that should stand or fall based
on your best analysis of all the available evidence.
My friend and fellow rightwing wacko Craig
recently sent me a link to a news article about an
insane but currently acceptable opinion floating
around out there. He thought it would interest
me, since it provided further proof that the world
is spinning out of control. That’s one of the things
rightwing wackos do, remind ourselves of the
growing madness, then try to talk each other off
the ledge.
I responded that I could only relay two of my
favorite quotes, which I had saved for their overall
pithiness but then realized could apply specifically
to the act of judging an opinion’s relative merits.
The first is from a well-known movie: “Forget
it, Jake. It’s Chinatown.”
People who say this are usually referring to the
futility of trying to change things that can’t be
changed. Sometimes you just have to move on,
either cynically or with a sense of weary
resignation.
But to me it can mean the futility of trying to
argue with people who have crazy ideas. Even if
you can convince them they are wrong, they will
just fall in line with the next nutty meme that
comes along. There is, of course, a certain amount
of arrogance behind such a view: I know my own
reasoning powers, so whatever opinion I arrive at
must necessarily be superior to yours.
The other quote is a bit older, from the Greek
philosopher Democritus: “Nothing exists except
atoms and empty space; everything else is just
opinion.”

This is the more egalitarian salute to
impotence. All opinions, whether ultimately
judged valid or invalid, belong equally in the
realm of doubt until the accumulated evidence
moves them into the realm of certainty. There is
reality as it exists and reality as you think it is.
And you should never assume that there is a
correlation between an opinion’s soundness and
the aggressiveness with which it is asserted.
In fact, these days, it might be safer to assume
there is an inverse relationship.
And I am the expert here, after all. Don’t ever
forget it.

A TV Reporter Shows How It’s Done
(June 10) — Perhaps it’s time we stop
obsessing so much over fake news and worry a
little more about fake reviews.
It’s not that fake news isn’t a problem. It’s a big
one. But constantly complaining about the fake
variety elevates the “real” news to a lofty position
it probably hasn’t deserved in a long time.
The fourth-estate ideal, of the press as an
honest watchdog of government and a fair and
impartial chronicler of the passing parade,
buckles under the weight of the reality: Media
moguls squandering our faith in them by dishing
up whatever nonsense they can find in a desperate
attempt to curtail declining readership and
shrinking audiences.
According to the Gallup organization, the
percentage of Americans with a great deal or fair
amount of trust in the media dropped from an
already anemic 40 percent in 2015 to a horrible 32
percent in 2016. Where is that fine line between
fake and real nonsense, and what’s the point of
trying to find it?
Reviews, on the other hand, continue to inspire
trust, and we still look to them for guidance in our
decision making.
I remember fondly looking forward each week
to the half-hour broadcasts of the Siskel & Ebert
movie reviews. They frequently disagreed, and it
was fun to watch a movie and figure out which
one I sided with. On those rare occasions when
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they agreed, the movie was a must-see, if only for
the chance of calling them both blockheads. They
wielded enormous influence in their day, and it
was clout properly earned with the offering of
authentic opinions.
I highly value newspaper restaurant reviews
for the same honesty. It’s one of the few places left
where I trust that the opinions offered, whether I
agree with them or not, are genuine, with no
hidden agendas or secret sponsors. The
newspapers that still employ restaurant critics are
scrupulous about paying for all the meals, and
most of them omit the critics’ photos from the
reviews to ensure that they get no special
treatment at the eateries.
Of course, the more we depend on reviews, the
greater the danger we will be seduced by fake
ones, aiming to inveigle weak minds with boughtand-paid-for phony praise. They’re proliferating
on social media and online sales outlets like
dandelions on a summer lawn.
The secret, as you may have already
discovered, is to look for products or services with
reviews numerous enough for the genuine to
drown out the phony – preferably in the
hundreds, but at least in the dozens.
And pay particular attention to the one- and
two-star reviews; the negative reactions are more
likely to be real and more helpful. Hard work,
perhaps, but necessary, and nothing to get that
upset over. Those people are just trying to make a
buck, after all.
What is dismaying, and not so easy to forgive,
is encountering fake reviews where we should not
expect them to be, from sources that should not
be dispensing them.
Government agencies, for example, when they
use our tax dollars to tell us what a great job they
are doing, pretending the words of praise are from
disinterested observers when they are, in fact, the
fervid outpourings of their own public-relations
machines.
There is this website out there called Input
Fort Wayne. There are similar sites elsewhere —
Tampa, Fla., for example, and Flint, Mich. — so

you might see one in your city before too long. Be
forewarned.
It purports to be an online, “editorially
independent” magazine that just happens to have
the mission of reporting on the positive aspects of
Fort Wayne and northeast Indiana, including of
course, the magnificent job being done by their
public officials. But the site’s sponsors, that is to
say, funders, are the very organizations, public
and otherwise, said to be doing such a wonderful
job, such as Greater Fort Wayne Inc., Northeast
IN Regional Partnership, Visit Fort Wayne and
the Downtown Improvement District.
Oh, and the governments of Fort Wayne and
Allen County, each of which contribute $6,000 a
year, for which they are given “a seat at the table,”
membership on the site’s editorial board. Of
course, we are told, that does not mean they get to
shape the site’s coverage.
Can you say, “Pee-euww”?
Granted, this isn’t the scandal of the ages. In
fact, it is rather tawdry, mean, small and petty, a
grubby little deception by insecure little
functionaries who don’t have the courage to stand
up and be judged fairly by their actions.
But they thought they could get away with it,
and they were probably right.
Remember the uproar back in 2015 when thenGov. Mike Pence tried to get a state-run “news”
site started? There was such ridicule from across
the political spectrum and such outage from
media organizations (“Pravda on the Plains,”
some dubbed it) that Pence was forced to scrap
the idea.
On the other hand, when the Input Fort Wayne
story was broken last week, in one of WPTA21’s
“Digging Deeper” segments by Alexis Shear, there
wasn’t a single peep from any other news
organization. No follow-up story. No editorial or
op-ed telling officials they should be ashamed of
themselves. Complete and total silence.
If I were trying to reach that plateau of ideal
journalism, I would say that WPTA has fulfilled its
constitutional duty of trying to create an informed
citizenry and that all the other news outlets in this
city are asleep on the job, in fact have run fawning
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stories about the mission of Input Fort Wayne.
(Query to Dan Rather: May I say, “That dog won’t
watch”?)
But since we’re trying to keep it real, let’s just
say that WPTA has given us an honest review of
what local government is actually doing, and all
the other critics are leaving us on our own.
Which is the only way to avoid the awful
question of the day: Who does more damage to
our faith in the institution of journalism, those
who pervert it to their own ends, or those who
can’t be bothered with it at all?

School Lunches: They’re not Free
(June 3) — I can barely keep track of all the
shaming going on these days. There is fat
shaming. And slut shaming. And stay-at-homemom shaming and LGBTQ shaming and even
religion shaming.
And we have apparently become so judgmental
that as soon as we feel properly chastised about
one form of shaming, another one comes around.
It’s almost impossible for me to keep up, even
when so many others seem aware.
There is a “national conversation,” says the
Guardian (and who should know America better
than a British newspaper?) over “school lunches
as a locus of economic justice.”
Yes, it’s come to that. Lunch shaming.
I suppose I shouldn’t feel too out of it since the
whole state of Indiana has been somewhat slow on
the uptake over the issue.
It was just last month that Greenwood
Community Schools ditched its lunch charging
policy after a kindergarten girl had her hot food
replaced with a peanut butter and jelly sandwich
because there wasn’t enough money in her lunch
account. Her grandfather said she was sad and
embarrassed by the incident, and the community
outrage was swift.
But the “national backlash” against such lunch
shaming has been building for years, hence the
“national conversation” that seems always to have
taken place after I left the room.

It’s difficult to gauge the prevalence of shaming
among the nation’s thousands of schools, says the
Associated Press. But in 2011, a majority of
districts surveyed said they had unpaid meal
charges, according to a study by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, which oversees the
federal school lunch program. Millions have piled
up nationwide, and the debt is a growing burden
for an increasing number of financially challenged
school districts.
Districts trying to cope with the unpaid lunch
bills have used a variety of measures against the
children of the parents besides the cold sandwich
substitutes. They make the students wear
distinctive wrist bands. They make them do work
in the cafeteria or other school chores. They forbid
them from participating in extracurricular
activities or even attending graduation
ceremonies.
The idea is that if the students feel the pain,
they will put pressure on their parents to pay the
bills.
Perhaps this is a good point for me to try to
make a few things clear:
I do not disagree with the idea that poor
nutrition can affect student performance. That’s
just common sense.
I don’t argue that government in the land of
plenty has no role in fighting hunger. My family
was eligible for and participated in the
commodities program, the forerunner of food
stamps.
I don’t even claim this is a new abuse of
authority by the government, since the first
federal lunch program was passed in 1946, before
I was even born.
And I certainly don’t think children should be
punished for the sins of their parents.
But let’s not overlook what’s going on. This is
not about hunger or poverty.
The national school lunch program serves
about 30 million children whose parents fit the
government’s income guidelines. About 20 million
of them qualify for free lunches, and 2 million
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qualify for a reduced-price lunch of 40 cents. The
remaining 8 million remaining pay the full price
as set by school districts. Students with unpaid
meal charges are the ones affected by lunch
shaming.
And Department of Agriculture guidelines
don’t allow federal nutrition money to be used to
retire such debts. School districts are required to
collect them – or eat them.
You can see where this is headed. Why not just
go ahead and make all school meals free to
everyone? What’s a few billion dollars more in the
face of trillions in federal debt no one really thinks
will come due anyway, especially if it will keep our
children from being shamed?
That is, in fact, becoming the prevailing
argument in that national conversation I keep
missing out on. And Washington already has a
head start in that direction, with a program
allowing federal subsidy of both lunch and
breakfast for all in schools where 40 percent of the
parents meet income guidelines.
Government doesn’t always (even often) grow
from big gulps by the federal government, after a
huge national debate over something like health
care. Government eases into an area, then takes a
nibble here and a nibble there until we wake up
one morning believing that the most sensible and
logical next step is for it to just take that last bite.
And that is truly a shame.

Official ‘Safety’ for Everyone
(May 27) — Have you ever driven a car without
wearing your seatbelt?
Shame on you. That makes you just one of the
scofflaws, those people who think they can do
whatever they want to, regardless of the rules
everyone else has agreed to abide by. You deserve
whatever punishment you get.
Have you ever ridden a motorcycle without
wearing a helmet?
Bravo for you. That makes you a champion of
individual rights, who realizes the state cannot
legitimately usurp your autonomy by making

illegal any action that would harm you alone. You
are a paragon of moral clarity.
The law is funny sometimes.
“Paternalism” is a well-trodden path in
philosophy. It means interference with the liberty
or right of self-determination of another person,
with the intent of promoting good or preventing
harm to that person. It is based on the principle
that when it’s suspected that we might not know
what’s in our best interests, it is legitimate for
others to take the decisions out of our hands.
There is a robust debate about the topic.
John Stuart Mill, the chief opponent of
paternalism, believed that a life has value only if it
is freely chosen, regardless of the consequences of
that choice. He would violate an individual’s
autonomy only if the individual’s choice would
curtail future autonomy. He would not, for
example, allow us to voluntarily sell ourselves into
slavery.
Gerald Dworkin, on the other hand, lists two
broader justifications for paternalism. If I have
diminished capacity to make a rational judgment,
I should be protected against myself. And my
intended actions are suspect if they are farreaching, potentially dangerous and have
irreversible consequences. I shouldn’t expect a
surgeon to cut off my healthy leg just because I
think it is an alien limb.
And Seana V. Shiffrin would allow us to decide
for others even if it violates their autonomy. If I
am the person in charge of the beach, for example,
I am not obligated to implicate myself in your
foolishness by allowing you to swim without a
lifeguard present.
When paternalism enters the law, we can and
should have a healthy debate on the moral
implications that are not always obvious.
If we forbid physician-assisted suicide, for
example, we are violating the autonomy of both
the person seeking assistance and the physician
willing to provide it. But if we allow it, we are
promoting suicide as an easy choice instead of a
last-ditch option, especially for impressionable
teenagers prone to permanent solutions for
temporary problems.
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The need for that debate is growing because,
like it or not, paternalistic law is becoming the
norm rather than the exception. Laws against
taking certain drugs have morphed into high taxes
on soft drinks we are too stupid to know are bad
for us. Entire federal bureaucracies exist solely for
the purpose of destroying the concept of “buyer
beware.” Reshaping citizens’ behavior through
social policy is hardly even a matter of controversy
any longer.
What we should hope for is that the debates
will be rational and logical, with consistent
arguments and objective evidence.
So, then: What is the rational, logical,
consistent and evidence-based rationale for
mandating seatbelts but not motorcycle helmets?
The answer is that there is none. Both should
be mandated or neither should be, because the
arguments for or against such a paternalistic edict
are exactly the same in either case. We should
either be protected against our bad judgment or
allowed to make foolish decisions. But we are
forced to cope with an absurd legal contradiction,
and not just in this state. The reason, obvious to
those familiar with the frailties of representative
democracy, is citizen agitation.
Automobile drivers are not activists who seek
to influence legislators. So, they meekly submit to
state assemblies that confess to being bullied by
federal blackmailers threatening highway funds

for states refusing to comply with “click it or
ticket” authoritarianism. With insurance
companies and safety experts providing reams of
statistical cover, lawmakers have managed to
make lack of seatbelt use seem an unsavory
violation of the laws of nature.
Motorcycle riders, by contrast, have a loud and
angry army of lobbyists who raise holy hell
whenever there’s any hint they might be subjected
to involuntary protection of brain-pan integrity.
Twice Congress has enacted federal legislation
“encouraging” helmet use using the highwayfunds-blackmail model, and both times the bikers
have beaten it back. Only 20 states have been
willing to incur their wrath by passing universal
helmet laws. (Indiana mandates helmets only for
riders under the age of 18.)
The irony here is that those acting the most on
the principle of autonomy — I’ll live my life, you
take care of yours — are the ones not allowed
autonomy. Only those willing to give up their
autonomy by banding together with like-minded
individuals are able to secure their autonomy.
Legislators call this “responding to constituent
concerns.” Those who watch legislatures call it
“taking the path of least resistance.” That path,
where the squeaky wheel gets the grease, requires
neither seatbelts nor helmets, but it goes only in
circles. !

The Booing of Andrew Luck
(Aug. 27) — The brutally rude booing Saturday of retiring Colts quarterback Andrew Luck, a
thoroughly decent fellow and a super athlete, did more to damage the “brand” of Indiana than a
hundred politically incorrect refusals to decorate cakes or photograph weddings.
It should prompt a reappraisal of what we pay in taxes, subsidies and other transfers to a
professional football franchise so such louts can afford to watch sports at this level. Dr. Cecil
Bohanan of Ball State University shared estimates on these pages that the actual net worth
(financial boon) from a professional football team approximates only that of a couple of Walmarts.
And Steve Malanga in the Wall Street Journal added: “The surest sign that taxpayers should be
leery of such public investments is that officials have changed their sales pitch,” “The new metric —
a city’s amorphous brand value — is little more than a convenient way to ignore the failure of
publicly sponsored facilities to live up to exaggerated projections.” — tcl
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Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of
the Indiana Policy Review, is formerly
an associate vice chancellor at
Indiana University-Purdue University
Fort Wayne.

What’s Happened
With the Police?
(Sept. 30) — Senator Elizabeth Warren
pronounced recently that the police in Ferguson,
Mo., were guilty of murder in spite of the fact that
a grand jury and the Obama Justice Department
exonerated them. No matter to Sen. Warren, who
has a propensity to play fast and loose with the
truth.
This started me ruminating about the state of
police and policing in our republic. Something is
not right.
Growing up in a small town in northeastern
Indiana, my only involvement with police was to
occasionally see them and wave. We didn’t have
our own police force but a county deputy lived in
town and took care of things, when things actually
needed taking care of. Mostly this was to
admonish rambunctious juveniles to head home
before he called their fathers.
I know, I know. That was the 1950s, the most
perfect decade in human history. Things are
different now.
The police motto used to be “Serve and
Protect” with the emphasis on serve. Police would
come to your school, talk about bicycle safety and
leave with a friendly wave. Police actually smiled
back then.
What changed? When was the last time you
saw a police officer smile?
The typical police officer today is dressed in
black or dark blue with bullet-proof vests,
carrying multiple weapon belts and usually
glaring at all and asunder.
Maybe this makes sense in crime-ridden
metropolises, but in suburban and small town
Indiana?

I like to take my young grandchildren up to
police officers and introduce them, telling them
that the police are their friends and will always
help them. But not if they’re outfitted like they are
being deployed to Iraq. Will that visage frighten
them of the police?
I have a friend, a retired police officer, who
said he wouldn’t want to be on the force today and
have to wear “all that.” Yet he recognizes that
times have changed and with them so have the
threats. He said police used to know who the
troublemakers were but never were concerned
that they might be armed.
He’s right. The physical threats have increased
exponentially, in my opinion due to a culture that
has anesthetized itself to violence. Movies, video
games and 24 hour news all push this. Too many
politicians and news commentators point to the
police as the problem when it fits their
“narrative.”
A troubling number of conservative voices,
those which typically would support the police in
most situations, are expressing concern over the
militarization of the police. They are not the
extreme libertarians but thoughtful people
concerned about preserving liberty.
How have we come to this?
I wouldn’t want to be a cop these days so
maybe we are being too hard on them. They are
always in the wrong, at least in the opinion of Sen.
Warren and her fellow travelers, and probably
receive viable threats to their safety most every
day. The Philadelphia police recently experienced
just such a situation.
Yes, things have changed and not for the
better. But not with all police officers, thank God.
I have season tickets to my hometown’s minor
league baseball team. I use a favorite parking
space in an abandoned lot near the ballpark,
favorite because it is free. But this requires
crossing a busy downtown street to the get to the
nearest gate.
On duty at that intersection is a city policeman,
working to keep pedestrians safe. He is friendly to
the point that I always stop to have a word before
proceeding into or out of the ballpark. We talk
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about the weather, the game, grandchildren,
whatever.
It is obvious that his emphasis is on the serve
part of “Serve and Protect.”
He retired earlier this month. I will miss him,
due in large part to the fact that he hearkens back
to a more innocent time. Rose-colored glasses?
Maybe. But at 68 years of age, I am entitled to
wear them.
I am also entitled to give gratuitous and
unsolicited advice. For all the police working to
keep us safe, it is this: When you see young
children, smile. You’re going to need all the
friends you can get in the coming years.

The Ocasio-Cortez Constitution
(April 23) — We were recently treated to an
exchange between U. S. Congresswomen
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Liz Cheney about
the purpose of the 22st Amendment to the
Constitution. Rep. Ocasio-Cortez, who never fails
to entertain and amaze, asserted it was passed by
Republicans to prevent President Franklin D.
Roosevelt from being elected for another term.
Rep. Cheney, daughter of a U. S. vice president
father and Ph. D. scholar mother, must have
thought she had been offered up a softball. The
22st Amendment was introduced two years after
Roosevelt had died in office and became part of
the Constitution in 1951 near the end of Harry S
Truman’s term.
Does Ocasio-Cortez think a deceased FDR
should have been eligible for reelection? She’s
from New York, not Chicago, so probably not.
Maybe she simply remembered from U.S.
history class that Thomas Dewey raised the issue
during the 1944 presidential race when Roosevelt
was running for an unprecedented fourth term.
Dewey called this a threat to democracy, when a
president serves 16 years. Sadly no, she just read
something on the Internet which, of course, must
be true.
In fairness to the Internet site she surfed,
Constitution Daily, there was a mention in a
longer, well-considered blog entry about Dewey’s

raising the issue in 1944. Even a cursory reading
of that article would have disabused her of her
oblivious claim. In fact, the proposed amendment
got through Congress based on bipartisan support
from both Republicans and Democrats.
Remember that constitutional amendments need
a two-thirds supermajority in both houses of
Congress before they can be submitted to the
states for ratification.
Not to bore you with a history lesson, but the
National Archives “Amending America” project
counts 125 term-limit amendment proposals
submitted to Congress beginning in 1788. Term
limits were debated at the Constitutional
Convention but not adopted, some think due to
the fathers not wanting to appear in opposition to
George Washington’s popularity. (Other scholars,
by the way, argue that more than 200 such
amendments have been introduced prior to the
1947 one that was adopted.)
I wish I could say that it is just Ocasio-Cortez
who is exceptionally ignorant of the Constitution,
which she may very well be based on other
pronouncements of hers. Unfortunately this
ignorance is much deeper and broader than just
one highly opinionated Congresswoman.
A 2017 poll by the Annenberg Public Policy
Center found that 37 percent of adults could not
name even one right guaranteed by the 1st
Amendment. Nearly three-fourths of respondents
could not name all three branches of government.
As we encourage more and more people to vote,
we teach them less and less about the republic
that gives them that right.
These are indeed times that try men’s souls.
But all is not lost. I recently had the privilege of
serving as a judge in the American Legion’s
National Oratory Contest. This annual event
features high school students from across America
who prepare and present short speeches on some
aspect of the Constitution. Starting at the local
American Legion district level, winning students
move through regional and state contests before
being selected to compete nationally.
I was a judge at the national quarter-final level
where, with four other judges, I listened to
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speeches by students from five different states in
our assigned pool. These students gave wellreasoned arguments for the importance of our
ageless Constitution. Many chose their prepared
speech to be on the First or other amendments.
They then were given 10 minutes to compose
another speech on a randomly assigned
amendment. They clearly had to know their stuff
to do that under significant time pressure.
Contest grading focused more on content than
delivery. How well did the speaker understand his
subject? Were her examples relevant to her
thesis? Were sources used correctly and attributed
properly? Rep. Ocasio-Cortez would have received
spectacularly low grades in these categories.
Some of these students clearly spoke from the
heart on why our rights as Americans are so
important to understand and protect. All of them
exhibited first-class knowledge of what the
Constitution is and why it is that way.
One hopes young people like these will rise to
leadership positions, not just in government but
also in business and education and charities. Else,
our political discourse will continue its descent
into the abyss of ignorance-driven odium.
Richard McGowan, Ph.D., an adjunct
scholar of the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation, has taught philosophy
and ethics cores for more than 40
years, most recently at Butler
University.

Women, Men, Soccer
and Equality
(July 31) — Years ago, I asked my wife to watch
a women’s basketball game at Butler. She declined
the invitation even though the games were free to
attend. I took my oldest son and several of his
friends to the game.

she played for the University of Texas. She
remarked, “We were glad the football team was so
popular. It made money for the other sports.”
My students demonstrated the greater interest
in men’s teams rather than women’s teams. When
March Madness ended, I’d look confused (which
is easy for me to do) and ask, “It’s only been a few
days, but who won the NCAA title?” The students
would yell the men’s team and wonder about their
ignorant teacher.
No student ever shouted the women’s NCAA
champion.
It’s not just basketball. Years ago, the request
went out on Butler’s faculty e-mail system. Would
some faculty member please be the advisor for a
lacrosse club for women? I waited three days for a
strong, radical feminist to step up before I
volunteered. In the same way I wanted my
children to understand that women are athletes, I
wanted Butler’s women to be lacrosse athletes. I
can happily report that the club’s origin gave rise
to lacrosse becoming the latest varsity sport at
Butler.
Men are more interested in athletics; men and
women seem more interested in men’s teams.
That includes volunteer youth coaches. My
youngest son wanted to play soccer; a call went
out for coaches. I had never played a soccer game
that had a referee. My experience consisted of
woeful disorganized soccer — but kids, boys and
girls, need to play, so somebody had to coach
while others were content to be “soccer Moms.”
The last comment in no way reflects the amount
of volunteer work done by women. Women, in
fact, volunteer more than men do.

At the time, we held season tickets, for $500,
to watch the Butler men. Apparently, my wife
would rather pay to watch the men than watch the
women for free.

It does reflect the pattern of choices men and
women make regarding their volunteer activities.
It also reflects their choices regarding their leisure
activities. College campuses have intramural
sports, where students participate voluntarily and
without incentive or support. Research shows that
considerably more men than women take part in
intramurals.

Miss Indiana Basketball 1988, Vicki Hall,
understood the greater interest in men’s sports.
Now the coach of the Indiana State women’s team,

The pattern is similar to professional sports.
WNBA attendance compared to NBA attendance
reflects the interest in men’s teams. In 2018, the
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WNBA had approximately 6,800 fans per game
while the NBA averaged 18,000 per game. Soccer
is the same. In 2018, the National Women’s
Soccer League averaged over 6,000 fans per game
for the first time. In the same year, the Columbus
Crew had the lowest attendance of MLS teams,
and it was over 12,000 per game.
It would be nice if American sports fans
supported women’s professional sports more.
Vicki Hall told me she played in Europe because
American teams paid about half the salary as
European teams. Unlike my wife, Europeans were
more willing to pay to watch women play.
Nonetheless, men’s teams in Europe also draw
more fans. Of course, the higher the attendance,
the higher the players’ salaries. It’s like that in
soccer, too, in America and around the world.
David Penticuff, a veteran Indiana
editor who has written extensively on
economic-development strategies, is
an adjunct scholar of the Indiana
Policy Review Foundation.

Indiana’s One-Party Rule
(July 24) — Those of us with a
conservative bent carried a vague image in the
back of our minds of how sweet life might be with
Republicans in power and able to do all they
campaigned about doing. Common sense would
mean something, trains and buses would run on
time, divorce and child abuse would decline,
prosperity would surround us, freedom would
grow and simple justice would reign.
I would add that the seas would begin to recede
and earth would begin to heal but that daydream
belonged to someone else.
Then after 2012 the GOP actually started
holding majorities of two-thirds or more in both
General Assembly chambers in Indiana along with
the governor’s office. Guess what, all our
problems have not been solved by investing our
hopes in one political party.
There is a reason California is regarded by
many as the worst run state in the union. Yes,
Californians have a state government run by
progressive Democrats. Other states suffer that.

But the more troubling fact is that Californians
have a state government run, in effect, only by
progressive Democrats. As we see there, when
progressive Democrats hold a majority, they plan
incredibly expensive bullet trains but when
progressive Democrats have a supermajority, they
cancel bullet trains and stand by while contractors
keep getting paid to finish building the tracks.
One-party rule breeds corruption, whether its
GOP cronyism in Indianapolis, sweetheart deals
with Democrats in Chicago or obvious bribery
practiced by the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
in Laos. People are the same all over.
The honey attracting Hoosier Republicans has
often been the terrifying public-private
partnership. We see this in economic
development. It usually involves a private plan or
hunch to be financed by public dollars. The rollout
gets a lot of attention. The failure does not. Its
main tool is tax increment financing (TIF), which
provides a way of ignoring property tax caps and
avoiding transparency connected to other public
expenditures. TIF too often will wind up funding
salaries involved in municipal patronage rather
than roads and sewers for developer projects.
Be aware, now the Indiana General Assembly
has engineered a new public-private effort
involving state tourism. House Enrolled Act 1115
abolishes the Office of Tourism Development,
replacing it with a quasi-private entity — the
Indiana Destination Development Corp. It will
pull in members of private sector to help steer the
agency and the spending of public and private
dollars to enhance tourism.
How open the agency will be and how much
private versus public money will be spent remains
to be seen.
But the most notable Republican fostered
public-private partnership has been charter
schools, with a checkered record of results. Two
virtual charter schools took about $40 million in
public money that the state now wants back after
enrollment records were found to be inaccurate.
Indiana Superintendent of Public Instruction
Jennifer McCormick speaks freely now about how
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much state education policy is being dictated by
the hunt for lucre.
“You’ve got a lot of money on the line” in
education funding, McCormick said. “You’ve got a
lot of lobbyists and a lot of people who are making
a lot of money. I mean, it’s a big business.”
She is not running for re-election and the
General Assembly has, since the her election,
made her office an appointed rather than elected
post. It’s one way of keeping that important office
under the control of the GOP governor.
McCormick has been criticized for traveling the
state with (gasp) a Democrat, State Sen. Eddie
Melton, (D-Gary), who is said to be getting ready
to seek his party’s nomination for governor. The
appearances caused Indiana Republican Party
Chairman Kyle Hupfer to denounce McCormick
saying it “begs the question whether Jennifer
McCormick is still a Republican.”
McCormick says she is just doing her job,
which includes talking to Republicans, Democrats
and anyone else about education In Indiana.
“I would argue in Indiana it’s kind of the Wild,
Wild West of choice,” she said of schools
supported by state vouchers. “In other states,
there’s more parameters around it, there’s more
quality controls around it.”
Heaven help us. That is not the one-party line.

We’re Hurt by What We Don’t Know
(June 21) — The nonchalance public officials in
Indiana show practical democracy and the
public’s right to know is perhaps only rivaled by
the indifference of the public itself.
That is how a parasitic bumbledom thrives. It’s
just too much trouble to keep everyone honest
and expose how public treasure is spent for
personal gain. Even if we did, would the plight of
the community workforce be any different? Hard
to say since, as our socialist friends are want to
say about their own abiding dream, real honest
and open economic development has never really
been tried.
Alas, a whole wing in the effort make economic
development organizations accountable to the

public for the money they throw at potential
employers, and in some cases potential
employees, was demolished at the end of the 2019
General Assembly Session when House Bill 1375
was passed. Part of the language erased the
impact of an opinion by the state’s Public Access
Counselor Luke Britt that extended the scope of
the Open Door Law and Access to Public Records
Act to local economic development corporations
subjected to a SBOA audit.
Meanwhile, the General Assembly failed to
pass SB 157, which would have required
corporations receiving tax breaks in exchange for
job creation actually report the number of jobs
that are created.
“It should be fundamental for government to
be conscious of being transparent,” said State Sen.
Lonnie Randolph, D-East Chicago, who authored
the legislation. Randolph is not affiliated with the
Tea Party. He is president of the Indiana Black
Legislative Caucus. “There has got to be a reason
why” Randolph pondered, that all the economic
development folks don’t want to let the public
know how their money is being spent.
Randolph said Indiana does not have a
tracking system to assure employers taking
advantage of economic development incentives
follow through on their promises. The reasons, we
think, are obvious. An entire industry has been
created around the lure of employers to a specific
geographic area. The amount of money, millions
of dollars, spent in this regard at the local level is
rivaled only by school funding. Except it onsn’t
work very well, which is what more honesty
openness in economic development would show.
People running this game don’t want it to stop
because it is their livelihood.
Even though it is true that leaving money in
the pockets of individuals in the community or
spending obn infrastructure, battling crime,
working on mental health issues or reinforcing
quality schools would actually do better for
communities than giving away tax dollars to
employers who are conditioned to seek handouts.
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In good times, politicians and rent seekers
claim the time is now to take full advantage of
growth by way of government aid to employers. In
bad times, well, who is against economic
development when times are bad? It is virtually
un-American to not support a scheme to create
jobs for people when jobs are scarce.
But eventually the abuses of tax increment
financing, tax breaks and sweetheart deals will
roil the public because it’s unsustainable. Cities
and towns will run out of money to give away.
Schools will suffer, crime will be common in
communities that invested in selling themselves
as television’s “Mayberry.”
Alas, Mayberry never had a TIF district aimed
at enriching the few and that town didn’t hide
behind state laws that kept its citizens from
knowing how their money was spent.
Maryann O. Keating, Ph.D., a resident
of South Bend and an adjunct scholar
of the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation, is co-author of
“Microeconomics for Public
Managers,” Wiley/Blackwell.

Indiana Corn,
California Oranges
(Aug. 14) — It is sometimes helpful to use an
analogy to get a handle on difficult economic
concepts. Assume for the moment that Indiana
and California are two separate sovereign states.
Indiana exports large amounts of corn to
California, and California in turn exports large
amounts of oranges to Indiana.
What if Indiana imposes tariff duties on
oranges imported from California? The price of
oranges in Indiana increases and the quantity
consumed decreases. California orange producers
and their employees suffer a loss in income, but
high-cost producers of Indiana oranges,
undoubtedly grown in greenhouses, benefit.
A trade war ensues when California retaliates
by imposing a tariff on corn coming from Indiana.
Californians pay higher prices for corn and meat
derived from corn-consuming animals. Indiana

corn producers and their employees suffer a loss
in income, but California producers of corn or
corn substitutes benefit.
In a trade war, consumers, in both regions,
inevitably experience overall declines in their
standard of living, even though certain lessefficient industries benefit. This encourages other
less competitive producers to lobby for additional
tariffs. Professional economists concerned with
increasing or maintaining living standards for a
particular region invariably argue against tariffs.
How should California respond if the governor
or the Indiana General Assembly unilaterally
initiates tariffs on imports from California? Are
there other options to an out and out tariff war?
California, assumed to be a sovereign state
issuing its own currency, might consider currency
manipulation. In current financial markets, if one
California”sacramento generally trades for one
Indiana hoosier, the California central bank could
debase its currency, declaring that it would only
trade one hoosier for two sacramentos.
Why would California do something that at
first glance seems counter intuitive? Well,
consider that after the currency devaluation any
holder of Californian currency in effect now has to
pay twice as many sacramentos to buy a bushel of
Indiana corn and holders of Indianan hoosiers are
able to purchase California oranges at half-price.
California’s imports drop and its exports rise.
Admittedly, certain groups in both regions
stand to gain from currency manipulation.
However, as with tariff wars, economists warn of
harm ultimately affecting both regions.
Distortions in investment, debt repayments and
currency swaps by corrupt officials anticipating
currency changes are just a few of the harmful
effects of currency manipulation.
Free trade and relative exchange-rate stability
leads to higher levels of economic well-being.
Since World World II, due to free trade
agreements, we have witnessed increases in
standards of living around the world and at least a
billion people being raised from poverty.
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The economics disadvantages of trade and
currency wars are not academic but real. Why
then are countries initiating trade wars and
manipulating currencies? The only non-political
answer is that groups of corporations and workers
in sovereign nations believe that existing
international trade agreements and practices
abroad are biased in terms of their own and their
country’s overall standard of living.

The Bulls and the Bullied
(June 7) — The four-year-old howled when big
brother called him, “Little Tiny Stinky Baby.”
After being chastised by parents and promising
never to do it again, the seven-year-old simply
continued taunting little brother by calling him
“L.T.S.B.” Big brother, following an awakening
through sessions at school and church, confessed
to mom that he was acting like a bully. Less
inclined to share personal regrets for having
bullied, most of us can relate to experiences of
having been subjected to bullying at some point in
K-12. Painful memories persist and the emotional
damage is severe.
In Indiana, a 2013 mandate requires school
districts to report the actual number of bullying
incidents. The willingness, however, of students
and parents to report bullying, and district
compliance with the mandate, varies widely from
school to school. For example, the South Bend
Community School Corporation reported 312
bullying incidents for the 2017-18 school year, yet
Penn-Harris-Madison, a nearby district, reported
just 27 incidents across its 15 schools (South Bend
Tribune, June 2, 2019, C4).
About 75 percent of school corporations
responding to an Indiana Department of
Education survey indicated difficulties in
reporting behaviors labeled as “bullying”; thus,
the accuracy of incidents reported is questionable.
To address the fact that a low percentage of
schools in the state data base listed zero bulling
incidents, a 2018 bill permits the auditing of
districts in which two or more parents dispute the
accuracy of reported incidents.

K-12 school teachers observe students
traumatized by classmates threatening or
slandering them at school and on social media
either for their identity or how they look and act.
Children need to be taught, believe, and be shown
that regulations and laws are enforced. They need
to observe or experience serious penalties to those
engaging in assault, theft, threats and harassment.
A well-meaning wish to get an unpopular
classmate to behave or dress the “correct” way, is
no excuse for bullying.
The challenge for school administrators is to
identify students who either have been seriously
traumatized or whose anti-social behavior cannot
be tolerated in an academic setting. In these
instances, high-level legal and mental health
services, beyond which neighborhood schools can
provide internally, are required.
Responsible administrators, aware of their own
limitations and those of anyone attempting to
differentiate between students, are receptive to
information and insist on stakeholder support
when it appears necessary to exact appropriate
penalties on students in the process of becoming
socialized. However, in the case of persistent antisocial behavior beyond their control, schools
should not be given an incentive to “save face” but
rather encouraged to call for outside intervention
in dealing with disruptions affecting the
educational process.
It is one thing to acknowledge the depth and
breadth of the problem. It is another thing to
believe that the best cost-effective means for
reducing bullying is to insist that all bullying
instances be reported to the state or be audited for
having misrepresented the number. Perhaps the
state has not chosen wisely reacting to bullying.
Parents, teachers, and counselors need all the
help they can get in dealing with bullies and in
caring for those affected. Bullying, generated
either by students, others parents or new
technology, can be minimized. Success will be
realized when individuals, not school districts,
come to learn and agree that bullying will not be
tolerated.
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Andrew M. Horning is an adjunct
scholar of the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation who lives in Freedom,
Ind. The Republican candidate for
the 7th Congressional District in
2004, Horning writes frequently on
classical-liberal topics and is an expert on the federal
and state constitution.

The Rule of Law
(May 26) — Orwell was right. “Every
generation imagines itself to be more intelligent
than the one that went before it, and wiser than
the one that comes after it.”
So it’s natural that people today (perhaps
Mayor Pete Buttigieg) think our nation’s founders
were not just slaveholders and sexists, but also
idiots.
However, before we eliminate the Electoral
College, grant illegal aliens the legal right to vote,
lower the voting age again, try to push
authoritarian socialism and global domination as
good ideas and censor any alternative views, let’s
humbly consider that human societies have a 100
percent eventual failure rate. And perhaps we
should review what each of our increasingly
intelligent and wise generations have already
dismissed from the founders’ intents before we
flush the rest.
The whole point of the state and federal
constitutions was to keep government local, and
keep it on a leash. Voters were supposed to have
all the information necessary to make wise
choices, and those choices were to be in plain
sight and locally accountable. No secrets, no offmenu selections.
Our founders almost universally feared the
mob-thinking of democratic processes, and the
inevitable centralization and concentration of
power that would ensue should citizens be denied
information or choices by a ruling elite.
Voting was never about hiring politicians.
Rulers hire themselves if you let them. Our
elections were intended as a means of peaceful
revolution, so that we didn’t have to have the
other kind again. A vote is a weapon of selfdefense, not a poker chip in a game of odds.

Similarly, the early militia system, as opposed
to a permanent professional standing army, was
not only seen as the most potent self-defense, but
also a deterrent to foreign war, since every voter
would have to personally participate in any
violence our government desired. Only congress
was empowered to declare war, because we could
vote away the House reps every two years.
Senators were supposed to be appointed by the
state legislatures as safeguards on state authority,
and states controlled the militia until and unless
an actual declaration of war was enacted.
This is important. The U.S. Constitution’s
Article 2, § 2:1: “The President shall be
Commander in Chief . . . of the Militia of the
several States, when called into the actual Service
of the United States.” And the President was
called into that service only by a congressional
declaration of war.
Until and unless that happened, Article 5, § 12
of the Indiana Constitution applied: “The
Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the
armed forces, and may call out such forces, to
execute the laws, or to suppress insurrection, or to
repel invasion.”
So we were to have a republic comprised of
sovereign states and empowered individuals, not
an almighty central government restrained only
by majority votes, because as John Adams pointed
out, ” . . . democracy never lasts long. It soon
wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.”
Texas constitution’s Article I, § I says it well.
“Texas is a free and independent State, subject
only to the Constitution of the United States, and
the maintenance of our free institutions and the
perpetuity of the Union depend upon the
preservation of the right of local self-government,
unimpaired to all the States.”
But we significantly lost that republic during
and after the Civil War, when many state
constitutions were amended or newly drafted to
transform them into administrative sub- units of
Washington, D.C., or even worse. This is from the
Nevada State Constitution:
“But the Paramount Allegiance of every citizen
is due to the Federal Government in the exercise
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of all its Constitutional powers as the same have
been or may be defined by the Supreme Court [my
emphasis] of the United States; and no power
exists in the people of this or any other State of
the Federal Union to dissolve their connection
therewith or perform any act tending to impair,
subvert, or resist the Supreme Authority of the
government of the United States. . . . and
whensoever any portion of the States, or people
thereof attempt to secede from the Federal Union,
or forcibly resist the Execution of its laws, the
Federal Government may, by warrant of the
Constitution, employ armed force in compelling
obedience to its Authority.”
That’s not Patrick Henry talking there.
We formally lost the citizen militia in 1903
with the Dick Act, which “federalized” the militia.
We lost the whole point of bicameral congress in
1913 with the 17th Amendment, when state
governments lost their representatives in the
federal government. By the 1930s, leaders as
diverse as FDR, Prescott Bush, and W. E. B.
DuBois heaped praise on the fascist despots of
Italy and Germany, and made authoritarian
national socialism, “progressive.”
In 1947, the National Security Act created the
Central Intelligence Agency, terminated
constitutional declarations of war, and overturned
most of the founders’ strongest protections
against corruption and eternal warfare.
Also around that time and through the 1970s
the rapid expansion of Primary Elections started
legitimizing “Major Political Parties” as only two
private clubs — the Democratic and Republican
Parties. All independent and so-called “Third
Party” candidates faced increasingly difficult
ballot access and election-related rules that didn’t
apply to members of the favored clubs.
Until the 1936 presidential election, the name
of each presidential elector candidate appeared on
the Indiana ballot. However, the Indiana Code
prohibits the names of the presidential elector
candidates from even being listed, let alone being
chosen by those who’ll have to live with the results
of the electors’ decision. Only political parties and

candidate committees can choose Indiana’s eleven
electors.
And since each state’s number of electors is
derived from census numbers, you can see why
many want to not only let illegal aliens vote, but
also count all non-citizens as citizens in the census
for the purpose of both more power in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and more electors; like
the generally misunderstood “three-fifths” rule
that gave southern states unfair representation in
the early U.S.
Many defenders of the Electoral College believe
that this is the key purpose of the college — to give
each state fair standing in presidential elections.
But the true purpose is much further from the
current collective mindset than even that.
While under the banner of today’s
“democracy,” the majority of votes or the greatest
biomass of voters is seen as the equivalent of
wisdom, presidential electors were intended to
reduce the influence and unwise decisions of the
most ultimately powerful, but fickle and
uninformed body politic — average voters. By
definition, of course, half of us are below-average
intelligence, wisdom and knowledge, with many
others comprising the majority probably
misinformed, and unlikely to make the best
choices for the most powerful single person in
U.S. government.
Ouch. That sounds pretty insulting to modern
ears, no doubt.
But judging by our debts, endless wars,
increasingly hostile internecine and tribal
divisions, and obviously destructive corruption
and espionage, maybe the founders weren’t the
idiots.
I’m pleased that our young have mostly
stopped eating Tide Pods. We can learn. I suggest
we learn what earlier generations considered
intelligent, and wise.
The constitutions, state and federal, as
imperfect as they may be, are not about
procedural minutiae, or partisan games. They are
the practical design for individual freedom,
security and prosperity, proven to be better than
anything any nation had signed into law before or

BACKGROUNDERS

since. Our current events prove that our founders,
however flawed as people, were far more
prescient, intelligent and wise, than wrong.
T. Norman Van Cott, Ph.D., professor
of economics and adjunct scholar of
the Indiana Policy Review Foundation,
was formerly chair of the Ball State
University Economics Department. A
version of this article, an update of an
earlier paper that appeared in the
Indiana Economic Digest, was
published by the Foundation for
Economic Education.

Why State Borders Matter
(May 24) — To many Americans, the mention
of Florida conjures up images of orange juice. For
others, it’s Disney theme parks, a place to escape
harsh winters, or even a place to spend the rest of
your life. All represent things Floridians export to
other Americans.
Popular thinking aside, there is nothing
intrinsically beneficial to Floridians about
exporting things like orange juice to other
Americans. Exported orange juice represents juice
not available to Floridians. However, the exported
juice provides Floridians the wherewithal to buy
say, apples, from other Americans — apples
Floridians presumably value more than the
forsaken orange juice.
The same can be said for other Americans. The
apples they export to Floridians represent what
they give up to acquire orange juice. Absent being
able to acquire orange juice, there is nothing
intrinsically beneficial to other Americans about
exporting apples.
To what extent are these gains attributable to
Florida being part of the United States?
Remember that Spain ceded Florida to the United
States in 1821. Florida became a state in 1845.
What if Florida were a separate country a la
countries in Central and South America? Would
this change the economics outlined above?
Florida as a separate country would not alter
Florida’s natural advantages when it comes to
oranges, nor would it alter other Americans’

natural advantages when it comes to apples. The
basis for mutually beneficial trade would be the
same. However, it is easy to imagine that the
amount of trade would fall, reducing the gains
from trade.
For starters, Florida oranges bought by
Americans would now be officially classified as
imports. Hence, they would be eligible for U.S.
import tariffs. U.S. citrus producers — located in
California, Arizona and Texas — could and would
allege that Florida oranges were subjecting them
to “ruinous competition.” Tariff protection, these
producers would argue, would “level the playing
field.” Americans’ imports of Florida oranges
would decrease, as would their exports of apples.
The reason this cannot happen with Florida or
another one of the 50 states is that interstate
tariffs are unconstitutional. As a result, the United
States is a large free-trade area, able to reap
tremendous gains from specialization and
exchange. When people try to explain Americans’
high living standards, this free-trade area
proposition is often overlooked.
A second factor that would decrease trade
between an independent Florida and the United
States is the fact that the template for economic
organization the Spanish bequeathed to Central
and South America is hardly a recipe for economic
dynamism. Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Ecuador,
Peru, Argentina, Venezuela, Columbia, Mexico,
Honduras and Nicaragua all represent various
degrees of economic basket cases. Is there any
reason to expect that an independent Florida
would be different? I think not. An independent
Florida would still export oranges and import
apples. Just fewer of them, along with lower gains
from trade.
So does it make a difference whether U.S.
borders are state borders or national borders? You
bet.

‘Starvation’ Wages
“Whether one is a . . . churchman or a
heathen, it is useful to know the causes and
consequences of economic phenomena." —
George Stigler (Nobel Prize in Economics, 1982)
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(May 20) — “Forgive us, Lord, for we eat food
harvested by people working for starvation
wages.” So spoke the leader of the congregational
prayer at my church. Taken literally, it meant that
each congregant’s mealtime bounty (including
mine) traces to the harvesters’ agonizing deaths.
Figuratively, it meant that we were
contributing to the harvesters’ grinding poverty.
Literal or figurative, they were serious words.
The influx of immigrant farm labor into the
United States, like virtually all U.S. immigration
with the exception of African slaves, can be traced
largely to communication among families and
friends. So however desperate the migrants’
plight, it apparently beats their alternatives. It is
the latter that my forgiveness-seeking church
elder and guilt-tripping university colleagues
ignore.
Should we be surprised that migrant workers’
earnings, however low, beat their alternatives?
Not at all. Think about it for a moment — with
your head, not your heart. If landowners-farmers
offer migrants less than they can earn in their
alternatives, migrants won’t accept the jobs. The
same terms of employment must also benefit
landowners-farmers. Otherwise, landownersfarmers don’t want to hire the migrants. The
necessity of mutual gains to sellers and buyers is a
simple, powerful proposition that escapes guilttrippers’ thought processes.
Instead, guilt-trippers argue that Americans
should either: 1) boycott migrant-harvested food,
thereby shutting down the source of migrant
starvation; or 2) urge the government to enact
laws requiring landowner-farmers to pay migrants
higher wages.
Both, it turns out, worsen the plight of
migrants. Boycotts shut down employment
opportunities for migrants, consigning them to
their previously next-best opportunities. Guess
what? Next-best is precisely that — next best. The
next-best living standard is lower.
That mandating higher migrant wages also
worsens the position of migrants is more subtle. It

traces to the aforementioned mutuality that
underlies market transactions, however, for
mutuality involves more than just the wage. A
myriad of non-monetary dimensions to jobs —
workplace safety, for example — are also subject
to mutually beneficial agreement. It is somewhere
between naïve and stupid to think that a higher
wage can be mandated without negative
consequences for things like workplace safety.
The surplus of labor that emerges at the
mandated wage leads employees to compete
among themselves on various job-safety margins
for the now-reduced number of jobs. The safetyerosion process continues until the surplus is
eliminated, at which point the combination of
wages and safety will be inferior to the initial
combination for both employees and employers.
In the final analysis, people’s incomes measure
how much they help others, not how much others
help them. The more you help other people, the
more these same people will pay you to help them.
From this perspective, migrants’ living
standards are relatively low because they help
others little. Guilt-trippers try to reverse this
causation with their calls for boycotts and wage
hikes and end up violating the “first-do-no-harm”
maxim. That many of these folks are wellintentioned, including my church elder, is not
good enough. How can there be a bright side to
reducing everyone’s mealtime bounty?
Alas, introspective censure like this was also a
regular part of my professional life. That’s because
I was a university professor. Guilt-tripping tales
about haves having because of have-nots having
not are common in capped-and-gowned circles,
and not just with regard to dinner table bounty
and “starving” agricultural workers. Universitytypes have a seemingly inexhaustible list of
examples of Americans enjoying economic plenty
because plenty’s producers, both domestic and
foreign, suffer. Migrant farm labor, however, has
long been one of the have-nots’ poster children. !

told the future of Arctic peace and security
depends. I wrote it 26 years ago.
Pence, although the first president of our
foundation, was never editor of its quarterly
journal, had nothing to do with the essay at issue,
and most emphatically does not to my knowledge
discourage the employment of LGBTQ people,
whatever any of that has to do with military
negotiations in Iceland.

Thomas Hoepker, Sept. 11, 2001

The Outstater
IPR Scuttles Islandic Summit
(Aug. 16) — The headline is an exaggeration for
effect, as modern journalists now define lying. The
government, you see, is deciding whether to “red
flag” us for one thing or another, and, most
ominously, what the criteria for such a flagging
should be. In the meantime, we have our own red
flags, one warning of a media run amok and
another of a government gone bad.
First, the red flag of a media run amok . . .
In a gesture of perverse triumph, the man at
the next desk slapped in front of me a clipping
from the Iceland Review. It is in regard to Vice
President Mike Pence’s upcoming diplomatic
mission to Reykjavík, a mission involving serious
military negotiations and a mission in which The
Indiana Policy Review apparently figures
prominently:
“’Samtökin 78 [the Islandic LGBTQ
organization] has taken a clear stance against
the official visit. According to its president,
Þorbjörg Þorvaldsdóttir, Pence has more or less
spent his whole political career working against
queer rights . . . publishing an article as editor of
Indiana Policy Review encouraging businesses
to not hire LGBTQ people.”

I know something about the “article,” a sevenparagraph opinion piece, the one on which we are

My essay was in reaction to a powerful local
newspaper editor, a fellow living with a same-sex
partner, who had imposed what some considered
a draconian ethics policy on his newsroom. The
policy would have required, for example, an
outdoors columnist to disclose whether the Jeep
he mentions driving on his adventures was
furnished at a discount. The essay asked the editor
whether the same standard of ethics and
disclosure should be required of editorials
addressing LGBTQ issues.
The point was one of hypocrisy and not sexual
preference, a point made impossible in today’s
moral climate and one that I would not attempt to
make again.
Nonetheless, the mischaracterization has been
repeated perhaps a hundred times since Mike
Pence jumped onto the national stage three years
ago, and now it apparently has gone global. I have
never debunked it, partly for lack of time and
partly because any fair reading shows the
characterization to be prima facia false.
Nor, interestingly, has anyone ever called to
ask me about the essay, apparently on file at the
Indianapolis Public Library, either as to whether
Pence had anything to do with it or its context. I
strongly suspect that the only Pence critic who has
actually read the essay (or at least part of it) was
the unknown journalist who first saw its potential
for slander.
Well, the narrative is the thing, and that is that.
If it besmirches a U.S. vice president and derails a
$56-million investment at the Keflavik airport to
accommodate 24 fighter jets needed to hold
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Russia in check, then so be it. That’s the way the
media rolls these days.

The Fall of the Indy Star

Onto another red flag . . .
As a young journalist I was taught that the test
of a free society was a simple one. If you see your
neighbor being dragged away by the police, note
whether your reaction is: a) “Well, they finally
caught up with the bastard;” or b) “I have no idea
what that kind, thoughtful man could have done.”
If it is (b), you’re not living in a free society.
That was on our mind when we read several
years ago that an old friend, Dinesh D’Souza,
would be sent to federal prison. The felony charge
was of using a “straw donor” to make a campaign
contribution (why do we have campaign finance
laws at all?) It was a crime usually prosecuted
only as a misdemeanor and a crime for which
D’Souza was pardoned last year by President
Donald Trump.
Everybody knows someone in their life who is
a certifiably wonderful person, someone who
encourages and clarifies all they touch. Dinesh
helped organize the Indiana Policy Review
Foundation three decades ago (coming up with
our motto, “A Future Than Works”). He was for us
that person.
Whether you accept our judgment on that,
please know that it was our deep conviction on
hearing of Dinesh being, in effect, drug off by the
police that it could happen to any of us, that our
system of justice was in the hands of tyrants, that
it had gone bad.
A few days ago, Dinesh, of a trusting rather
than paranoid or conspiratorially nature, confided
that during his prison time he was in fear of his
life — not from his fellow inmates, who were
incarcerated for murder and such, but from a
system that he had reason to believe would cause
his death “by suicide” or invent charges of drug or
pornography possession or the like.
So, are you OK with meritorious, patriotic
friends being put in fear of their lives on a political
whim?
You are if you know what’s good for you.

The Indiana Policy Review

(Aug. 13) — Gannett Company, Inc., which
owns five metropolitan dailies here in Indiana and
more than 100 nationwide, is nearing a deal to
combine with a private equity backed firm with “a
reputation for aggressively slashing expenses,”
reports the Wall Street Journal.
“The companies are grappling with a brutal
environment for local newspapers around the
country,” the paper notes. “Local papers have
suffered particularly sharp declines in circulation
compared with national outlets as readers look
elsewhere for news and as classified ads
disappear.”
How did this happen? There is a growing stack
of commentary on what has gone wrong with
journalism. Missing, however, is an answer to a
question that would be obvious in analyzing any
other business: Was there a change in the
ownership model?
There was, in fact, a dramatic one. America’s
heartland newspapers in the 1970s and 1980s
were purchased by widely held corporations
motivated by: 1) the industry’s reputation at the
time for being inflation-proof; and 2) inheritance
taxes that pressured a generation of newspaper
families to sell.
Eugene S. Pulliam’s Indianapolis Star, once a
statewide power, succumbed to that reality
somewhat late but succumb it did. In 2000, the
Gannett Company acquired it.
The new corporate spokesman, as is the
custom, promised to continue the tradition with
only minimal changes in staff or scope. It was the
joke that never got a laugh.
For corporations operate newspapers
differently than do individual owner-publishers.
That that has to be said should indicate the
shallowness of the current analysis. Where the
Pulliam family counted as part of its profit margin
the satisfaction of leading a statewide readership,
Gannett, not unreasonably, was interested in the
money.
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First to be noticed was that adult supervision
left the building, reversing the flow of newsroom
authority and power that had prevailed for a
century. Previously, the copy and news desks
reflected the publisher’s personal preferences,
political, social and professional, those of a man
or woman who had put their life’s treasure into
supporting and leading a community through
their family’s newspaper.

rigueur. Over the years, day in and day out, such
“human interest” proved to be death to readership
— that and the recurrent sophomoric lectures on
the opinion page.
In sum, throughout the Midwest, these new,
hip editors turned out to be woefully unprepared
to guide serious information systems, especially
those with a family-centered customer base. The
late novelist Donald Barthelme, a reporter for the
Houston Post early in this period, described the it
artfully in a 1980 essay for the New Yorker:

Under Gannett, the most experienced editors
were allowed to leave — encouraged, even. That
sounds counter-productive but corporate
executives may prefer hiring their editors from
some distance — easier to manage than a local
know-it-all.
A friend, just one example, walked out the door
taking with her a degree from an Ivy League
college, fluency in Spanish and economics,
invaluable Washington experience covering the
Supreme Court of the United States for a national
wire service, and, perhaps most important, deep
and loving roots in Indiana with family
relationships that included a state party chairman
and the publisher of a revered small-town
newspaper.
Left behind at the Star were the professionally
nondescript from somewhere or another in
Gannettland. Know that Gannett’s headquarters
in Arlington, Va., would not be judging them on
any journalistic skills during their five-year stint
here in flyover country. Rather, they would be
judged on how smoothly the newsroom operation
would go. And that smoothness depended on how
well they mollified the younger, liberal staffs with
radical political bent that have always been the
management challenge of a metro newsroom.
The first Gannett editor to occupying the Star
newsroom, arriving eager to relate and to make
the times-have-changed point, sported a ring on
one ear. The hidebound fogies on the copy desk,
the reporters’ ancient enemies, went out on both
of theirs.
Story ideas that would have been spiked during
the Pulliam era, i.e., “Let’s do a special full-color
page on the various styles of condoms,” became de
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“Top management is discouraged and saddened,
and middle management is drinking too much.
Morale in the newsroom is fair, because of the
recent raises, but the shining brows of the copy
boys, traditional emblems of energy and hope,
have begun to display odd, unattractive lines. At
every level, people want management to stop
what it is doing before it is too late.”

How late is it? Consider the Pew numbers:

• Last year, the Fort Wane News-Sentinel, which
once enjoyed 100 percent market penetration in
the northeast corner of our state, ceased
independent publication. It is reduced to a
handful of on-line staffers — primarily, it is
speculated, to fulfill a legal obligation under a
joint operating agreement.

• In all, 1,300 localities have lost news coverage.
More than 500 newspapers have closed or
merged since 2004.

• One in four U.S. newspapers announced layoffs
last year, and the number of employees dropped
by 47 percent within the past decade.
And don’t expect the gap to be filled by
broadcast news, which, absent the benefit of
sound, newspaper-driven perspective, is
entertainment at its best and silliness at its worst.
Nor has the Internet, still a dog’s breakfast, shown
us its promise.
We in the hinterland will miss — nay, are
missing — those home based owner-publishers
and their corps of hidebound fogies. For their
journalism was the editing, sifting, sorting and
weighing of facts, the forewarning when possible
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of events and honestly explaining their portent, all
to a trusting daily readership of average folks.

definition will have to be expanded to justify the
expense.

Home-owned newspapers turns out to have
been a critical element of a healthy democracy.

And it is a good bet that the FBI, with an eye
on the new budget dollars available for such a
campaign, is ginning up the white-supremacist
count in its top-secret briefings with
congressmen.

Rooting Out 'White Supremacists'
“Only the future is certain, the past is always
changing.” ― Douglas Schofield in “Time of
Departure”

A friend is right to worry, then, that the local
library’s records will show that he checked out a
certain book this summer.

(Aug. 9) — My congressman was in the
Indianapolis Star the other day promising he
would make certain that white supremacists are
named, targeted and defeated.

The title itself, I had to tell him, smacked of
white supremacism, “Inventing Freedom: How
the English-Speaking Peoples Made the Modern
World.”

“I deployed to Afghanistan as a response to
radical Islamic terrorism,” he said. “We now face a
different enemy that has also emerged from the
shadows but demands the same focus and
determination to root out and destroy.”

The author is Dan Hannan, a historian and
commentator born in Peru, elected from Great
Britain in 1999 to the European Parliament and a
fluent speaker of multiple languages. Hannan
argues that the genius of Western Civilization is
only incidentally, albeit heroically, connected to
the Anglo-Saxons and Normans of the British
Isles.

Well, yes, white supremacists are bad. So we
say hooray to the congressman, while reserving
the hope that we will have better luck here than
we have had in Afghanistan.
But the congressman may be in office long
enough to discover that terms such as “white
supremacist,” “racist,” “misogynist,”
“Islamophobic,” “anti-Semite,” “homophobic,”
“xenophobic" and so forth tend to get redefined in
political rhetoric until they include large hunks of
a voting constituency — “deplorables,” they are
called in the aggragate.
In my youth, a white supremacist was narrowly
defined as someone who, if I may grab my 1972
dictionary, “believed that white people are
superior to those of all other races, especially the
black race, and should therefore dominate
society.”
Today, Tucker Carlson is surely right that there
aren’t enough such persons in America — at least
organized to influence a free election or a party
platform — to fill a high school gym. It is a guess
that the congressman’s district holds barely
enough to fill a Porta-John.
If a war against such people is to be mounted,
if they are to be rooted out and destroyed with
federal dollars and congressional authority, the
The Indiana Policy Review

In his defense, know that Hannan documents
the success of the various other races and
nationalities within the so-called Anglosphere
who have embraced the values that we take for
granted here: personal liberty, secure property,
free contract, jury trials, uncensored newspapers,
regular elections, habeas corpus, open
competition, religious pluralism.
“It is why Bermuda is not Haiti,” Hannan says,
“why Singapore is not Indonesia, why Hong Kong
is not China, or, for that matter, Macau.” And the
Indian writer Madhav Das Nalapat has another
way of putting it: The Anglosphere is defined not
by racial affinity but by “the blood of the mind.”
A prosecutor will note, however, that Hannan
in his whiteness does not give the necessary,
politically correct testimony. He does not believe
that all cultures, no matter how romantic,
colorful, charming and worthy of enduring, are
capable of producing the same economic results
for their average, everyday members, what we call
a middle class.
Nor does he refute the economist Thomas
Sowell that if the individual children of the same
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parents have different abilities it is reasonable to
assume that will be the case with the individual
citizens of a nation. And he believes that equality
of opportunity is sacrificed gasp) in pursuit of
equality of results.

Please know there is an explanation more
profound than partisan politics. Baltimore
received over $1.8 billion from Barack Obama’s
stimulus law. In recent years, the Democratcontrolled U.S. House has been as sympathetic.

So Robespierre is not fooled. The guillotine is
raised and ready. The AntiFa are in the streets.

Before an explanation, some linguistic history:
A favorite anthropological observation here is that
the oldest recorded single word in all languages
signifying those who, say, live in the village across
the river or down the road, is not “enemies” or
even “strangers.” It is “stinkers.”

But it is early yet, my friend can be comforted.
It will take time for Washington’s Comité de salut
public gets his home address. In the meantime,
history can be rewritten, library records can be
altered — and books can always be burned.

We’re all Baltimoreans Now
“Whew, Jesus. Oh, my God, you can smell the
dead animals.” — Then-Mayor Catherine Pugh
touring an east Baltimore neighborhood in
September 2018
(July 30) — My city, perhaps for the first time
in its history, is facing serious problems with
orderly trash disposal, not comparable with
Baltimore as yet but nonetheless alarming to
some of us. The trash contract negotiated by the
mayor has broken down for certain
neighborhoods. Garbage there is not being picked
up on schedule.
One side, in the Baltimore model, assumes that
individual citizens are incapable of thinking for
themselves, in this case of contracting directly
privatizing) for essential services. Another side
points to the smoothly functioning association-byassociation trash collection in the suburbs as
evidence to the contrary.

We would like to think this is merely a matter
of relative olfactory experience, as the living room
of your own house might smell different from the
den. Some cities, though, smell different in an
identifiable, even ominous way. That smell, one
most easily and immediately recognizable to the
human nose, is of raw sewage and decaying
garbage.
The political commentator P.J. O’Rourke made
the observation in his 1988 classic “Holidays in
Hell,” for which he traveled outside America to
the world’s worst places. His conclusion:
“Western Civilization not only provides a bit of
life, a pinch of liberty and the occasional
pursuance of happiness, it’s also the only thing
that’s ever tried to do any of that. Our
civilization is the first in history to show even the
slightest concern for average, undistinguished,
none-too-commendable people like us.”

How do we sort it out? If you can think above
the race-mongering din of Al Sharpton and
MSNBC News for a few minutes, you can find
answers.

That is because in most of the world, the
rulers, ensconced in places that are rat-free and
nice-smelling, don’t have to worry about how the
people downwind live. They are not bound by a
common law to which both they and regular folk
must adhere; that or, as is increasingly the case
here, they do not bother to read the documents
that so bind them.

First of all, though, you are saddened that an
American city, democratically independent, has
made itself into a hell hole. As it turns out, David
Simon, writer of the 2002 television series "The
Wire," did not exaggerate Baltimore's situation for
theatrical effect. It is truly and thoroughly a tragic
city.

Three decades later, sorry to say, holidays in
hell now would be booking American cities,
specifically those where municipal rulers have
taught a generation to blame others for their
problems, taught them to be dependent subjects
rather than free and responsible individuals of a
productive community. If Baltimore were a
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country, Tucker Carlson reminds us, it would have
the world’s fourth highest murder rate, only
slightly lower than that of Venezuela.
The excuses of an Elijah Cummings, then, are
as unconvincing as those of a Nicolás Maduro or
any of the rulers on O'Rourke's tour. It was
Baltimore's choice — a choice that, thanks to our
Founding Fathers, an election or two can change.
It is a choice, however, that many in the world
were never free to make in the first place.
So which model will my city choose? As an
American, I'm ashamed to say that I can't be sure.

The 'Educated': Are They Still Necessary?
“I would say our country should be more
fearful of white men across our country because
they are actually causing most of the deaths
within this country.” — Rep. Ilhan Omar quoted
by Sen. Marco Rubio
(July 26) — Are college “educated” persons
important? That is in scare quotes because the
meaning is to be questioned here; that and
whether it actually is a good thing to have a lot of
them in your community.
Your local economic development eco-devo)
chieftains will answer that to the affirmative —
decidedly so. They regularly ask for more money
so they can attract more of the “educated” to
Indiana. And the state agencies advertise
nationally to keep and attract such people to do
work that, apparently, regular Hoosiers cannot
manage.
To help the governor determine which of our
communities is falling short in this regard, there is
a study that ranks the number of “educated”
residents in the larger Indiana cities.
Now, careful attention is needed here: The
authors, apparently highly educated themselves,
compare 150 U.S. metropolitan statistical areas
across two key dimensions, including
“Educational Attainment” and “Quality of
Education and Attainment Gap.” Then they
evaluated those dimensions using 11 relevant
metrics and graded them on a 100-point scale,
"using the square root of the population to
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calculate the population size in order to avoid
overcompensating for minor differences across
cities." They then determined each metro area’s
weighted average across all metrics to calculate its
overall score and used the resulting scores to
rank-order the sample.
If you can get through all of that, you will know
that the Indianapolis-Carmel region 70th) is the
smartest in Indiana, followed by the New AlbanyLouisville region 94th) and finally the Fort Wayne
region 104th).
Or will you? You might have noticed that
“smartest” was deftly substituted for “educated” in
our little summary. That of course is the unspoken
assumption of the governor and his eco-devo
friends. But what if they aren’t the same thing?
Worse, what if they counted lawyers?
Moreover, the degrees themselves may have
been cheapened, the grades inflated. Jeff
Denning, an economist at Brigham Young
University, has taken a close look at an abrupt
increase this decade in college graduation rates.
“GPAs are going up, and as best we can tell,
there’s not a good reason that they’re going up, in
terms of student behavior or preparation or
anything like that,” Denning says. He thinks that
“standards for degree receipt” may have changed.
College, in other words, may have gotten easier.
Earlier, three adjunct scholars of the Indiana
Policy Review Foundation, Drs. Clarence Clarence
Deitsch, James E. McClure and T. Norman Van
Cott, found evidence of grade inflation here. The
researchers, comparing grade distributions and
GPAs in principles-level courses at a typical state
university, found that we are no exception to the
nationwide trend of more A’s and B’s, fewer D’s
and F’s.
Some years earlier still, a researcher from
Clemson University pointed out to me an
unexpected data point in work he was doing on
people coming and going among the states. Those
communities with the most “educated” persons
were on average and across the nation
communities of egress rather than entry.
The professor didn’t offer an explanation,
Perhaps “educated” persons gravitate to places
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already experiencing stasis or an exodus for
unrelated reasons. Perhaps, though, the
“educated” coming into a community overwhelm
the local political process and affect policies that
discourage growth — you know, like a women’s
study, political science or ecology major getting
appointed to a council's budget committee.
Leaning on my personal experience only, there
are few people fitting the ranking system's broad
definition of “educated” whom I find necessarily
smarter either in a predictive or practical
sense . . . just saying.
And I would like to think that the outspoken
Somali-born congresswoman from Minneapolis is
an extreme example of the modern “educated”
person. But Heather Mac Donald of the
Manhattan Institute says that an alarming
number of recent college graduates share at least
on a surface level the congresswoman’s opinions
and sympathies.
Finally, Tucker Carlson of Fox News is asking
pointed questions about the inordinately high
number of sons and daughters of members of
Congress and other ranking politicians who win
admittance to Yale, Harvard and elite schools with
supposedly rigorous admission standards.
"Al Gore sent four. Imagine that: Four kids in a
row to Harvard," Tucker says. "What are the odds
of that occurring in nature? Statistically, it’s about
as likely as being hit by lightning every single day
for a year."
“Educated” in itself, then, is not a meaningful
or even positive modifier for a healthy
community. Indeed, it might be an inversely
modifying one.
Instead, Indiana wants citizens of any race and
from any nation) who cherish liberty and have
learned the responsibilities that come with it —
and, yes, look forward to summers with sweet
corn salted and buttered on the cob.

Confounding Racism
(July 17) — We journalists have never been
known for our courage. That’s why Murray
Kempton that in history’s great conflicts we are
The Indiana Policy Review

the ones who ride down from the hills after the
battle to shoot the wounded.
It is even more true today in news
organizations where the individual journalist
cannot count on his corporate managers to back
him up should he run afoul of the popular will.
Thus there should be sympathy for writers who
imagine they have found a safe issue in the
President’s recent tweets, especially the ones
regarding an outspoken Somali immigrant, now a
Democrat politician. If she dislikes America, the
President suggests, she can leave.
Suzette Hackney of the Indianapolis Star and
Brian Francisco of the Fort Wayne Journal
Gazette see this as a no-brainer, that the President
said something racist, or something that can be
reasonably confused with racism. For in our dorm
room-level public discussion, it is analogous,
perfectly in some minds, to 1960s Black activists
being told to go back to Africa. Indeed, Hackney
and Francisco would make it a litmus test for all
Indiana politicians.
Before we do that, though, could we think
about it a little longer — longer than the typical
journalists has time to commit? Perhaps an old
friend here, Rep. Jim Banks, whom Hackney
labels a “wimpy sycophant” for holding his
tongue, may be mulling thoughts deeper than a
name-caller can grasp.
There is context, for example, historical and
otherwise. And there is distinction.
It is one thing to tell a person whose ancestors
came here involuntarily to go back to where he
has never been. It is another to tell that to a
person who came here voluntarily but has realized
that this country, in her freely expressed opinion,
was founded on evil principles that she can no
longer abide.
That is a distinction about America — that we
are free to leave. It was the entire point of the
Berlin Wall. Try it in China, North Korea or
practically anywhere outside the Anglosphere.
And while we are on the point, it is one thing to
set up camps as humanely as circumstances
permit to hold persons flooding into your country
illegally, and it is another thing to set up camps to
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work to death the socially or politically deplorable
among the current citizenry.

public official. So what is it about him that bothers
some of us? Let me attempt an answer.

Which brings me to a question I have been
asking myself lately: Is this the way it’s going to
be? Have we lost the ability to think?

He is a throwback to the days when
Republicans thought it enough to run government
“like a business” and felt secure repeating the
mantra that what is good for business is good for
the country — no matter how “business” comes to
be defined.

In my time, there has been plenty of evidence.
We began by confusing segregation with
neighborhood schools and continued by confusing
precise numerical racial balance with civil rights
and then Al Sharpton with Martin Luther King. It
was predictable that we would confuse South
African socialists with Selma freedom marchers
and, most recently, fascist with anti-fascists. We
put our battle flag on the heels of tennis shoes and
then take it off again lest it offend, one must
suppose, those from whom we flee.
We have confused the rights of an innocent
child with those of the eugenically inclined or
even the merely self-centered. We don’t
differentiate between marriage divinely inspired
and marriage civically licensed. Even more
confusing, it has become unfashionable to point
out the difference between a woman with a penis
and one without.
Finally, we cannot distinguish our foreignpolicy interests from those of practically any spot
on the globe. As a result, we don’t exactly know
when we are at war and when we are not or where.
Now we are intent on confusing racism with
patriotism. That should just about finish us,
journalists and all.

And ‘a Penny for the Governor’
“This agenda remains focused on what will
make us stronger, with practical and peoplecentered solutions. I look forward to working
with Hoosiers, lawmakers and other
stakeholders as we team up to achieve these
priorities.” — Gov. Eric Holcomb explaining the
strategy behind his “Next Level” economicdevelopment program for 2019

The problem is his leadership model. It is an
anachronism going back to a time before the
works of Friedrich Hayek or Ludwig von Mises
were widely read, a time when a statehouse could
be treated as a mere nuisance, a time when
cashiers added state tax with the quip, “and a
penny for the governor.”
Hah to that.
It is clear now that any government of
whichever party, state or federal, perpetually tries
to grow into Gargantua — a menace to all in its
shadow, ceasing to protect the individual in order
to concentrate on stealing, conquering and
manipulating. Running it like a business only
makes sense if you think the goal of a business is
to ignore customers, under fund service and
cheapen the product.
To discourage all that is why the Republican
base, made up of the most hapless of subjects,
continues to vote Republican.
But where there is endurance and character,
there is always hope. Dr. Eric Schansberg, an
economist at Indiana University Southeast, has
come up with a three-part reality test that can be
applied to any government plan:

(July 10) — Eric Holcomb is a nice man, maybe
a good man, and, for all anyone can tell given the
quality of statehouse reporting, a competent
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Holcomb has never run a business, you see. He
has not experienced the debilitating effect of
taxes, regulations, crony relationships and
monopolistic policies that punish anything
authentically entrepreneurial. He does seem to
sympathize, though, and he appears honest as far
as career politicians go. And, yes, he takes the
perfunctory summer trips overseas “in search of
Hoosier jobs.”

• Is the proposal consistent with the relevant
constitution? If a proposal violates the
constitution, then it is illegitimate and
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undermines the rule of law. If a constitution is
illegitimate in some way, change the
constitution, don’t violate it.
• Is the proposal an ethical use of force on
people? When is it OK to have government force
someone to do something or prevent them from
doing it? Is it moral for government to take your
money and give it to poor people? How about
wealthy farmers or businesses?
• Is the proposal practical, will it actually
work? Even if it’s constitutional and ethical, if it
won’t work then don’t do it.
Holcomb, bless his GOP heart, applies an
altogether different kind of test: Will a given
policy or position lead to the election of ever more
reasonable Republicans, the kind working in the
interest of some sort of official cabal that only a
trusted circle of the knowledgeable can prescribe?
For contrast, here is the playwright David
Mamet on how our government, properly
understood, should work:
“The Constitution, written by men with some
experience of actual government, assumes that
the chief executive will work to be king, the
parliament will scheme to sell off the silverware,
and the judiciary will consider itself Olympian
and do everything it can to much improve
[destroy] the work of the other two branches. So
the Constitution pits them against each other, in
the attempt not to achieve stasis, but rather to
allow for the constant corrections necessary to
prevent one branch from getting too much
power for too long. Rather brilliant.”

Holcomb is modest, not brilliant — a valued
member of any committee. His reelection
campaign will indulge only in the routine vanity
that this administration, in self-judged perfection,
is doing the “business” of its happy “employers,”
the people of Indiana.
But to quote Mamet again, the reality is that
“any of us who has ever been at a zoning meeting
with our property at stake is aware of the urge to
cut through all the pernicious bullshit and go
straight to firearms.”
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Government, once more, is anything but a
business. Rather, it is what we have to move out of
the way to do business. Confusing this core
mission is the ultimate mistake for a Republican
governor, a mistake sure to weaken Indiana’s
competitive economic position.
For we can elect Democrats to do that; they
just take a different path to ruin.

Goodbye ‘Hypocrisy’
“We should call out hypocrisy when we see it.
For a party that associates itself with
Christianity to say that it is OK to suggest that
God would smile on the division of families at the
hands of federal agents, that God would condone
putting children in cages has lost all claim to ever
use religious language again.” — Peter Buttigieg,
the Washington Times, June 28, 2019
(July 2) — “Hypocrisy” — it’s been a good
word, a handy word, but the steam has gone from
it.
Simon Winchester’s history of the Oxford
English Dictionary tells us that any word, no
matter how revered, must have a distinct meaning
to be retained as a valid entry. It cannot continue
as a superfluous collection of vowels and
consonants.
“Hypocrisy” fails to meet that standard. It no
longer discriminates if you will excuse the term)
one political stance from another. It can be retired
as archaic. The more firmly established, “liar,” will
have to do its work.
Don’t blame the word itself. Again, it was a
perfectly OK word, derived, my desktop dictionary
tells me, from the Middle English. It has merely
been overcome by the speed of modern life.
There was a time, please know, when it took
decades to sort out the political hypocrisies of
one’s era. Such was William Allen White’s task in
“Masks in a Pageant,” which the playwright David
Mamet calls the best political study ever written.
Yet, White was able to identify only a dozen or so
genuine hypocrites in 600 pages.
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Now, thanks to the Internet, thousands of
hypocrisies are spotted every second, practically
instantaneously. Here are some plucked just now
from no less an authority than Facebook:

• A former director of the FBI answered, “I
don’t know,” “I don’t recall” and “I don’t
remember” 236 times while under oath before
writing a book about his years in office.
• The daughter of a past presidential candidate
who frequently denounces “white privilege” got
a job out of college paying $900,000 per year.
• An opinion survey finds that those

Americans who worry about foreign
interference in our elections are also in favor of
non-citizens voting in those elections.

• Building a wall on our southern border,
blocked by Congress, would cost less than the
Obamacare website approved by Congress.
• More troops and armament were sent to
arrest a retired presidential campaign advisor at
his Washington home than were sent to defend
a U.S. ambassador at Benghazi.
• A congresswoman who opposes voter ID

laws as racist requires that those attending her
political rallies show a photo ID.
To pin the label on anyone seems a waste of
time. It is particularly disturbing as a tactical
matter that our conservative media, outgunned as
it is, wastes so much energy on it that and
lecturing those who obviously have rejected the
U.S. Constitution that they should respect it).
For it is evident the typical campaigner has
grown immune to the word’s sting, or, for that
matter, to any of dozens of other denigrations in
the political lexicon, i.e., “dissimulator,”
“posturer,” “affected,” “specious,” “empty,”
“insincere,” “deceitful,” “dishonest,”
“mendacious,” “duplicitous,” “sanctimonious” and
the once useful “phony.”

Figures Don’t Lie, but . . .
(June 25) — A chart the Fort Wayne Journal
Gazette in a June 18 editorial confuses Indiana’s
gun-crime statistics.
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The editorial, “Threat of Inaction: Weekend
Shootings Drive Home Urgency,” attempts to
support the gun-control position of past Fort
Wayne Mayor Paul Helmke, formerly director of
the Brady Center/Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence in Washington, D.C., now at Indiana
University.
“Failure to debate and discuss [gun-control]
proposals that have been suggested means that
those candidates and officials either feel that gun
violence is not a problem, or they don’t want to do
anything about it for one reason or another,”
Helmke is quoted in the editorial a few days after
a fatal shooting.
An accompanying chart cites the Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention CDCP) for
Indiana’s ranking as the 20th-worst state in terms
of “firearm death rate,” with 1,016 such deaths in
2017 or more than 15 per 100,000 population.
That total seemingly includes deaths that were
unintentional, undetermined or occurring in the
process of a legal intervention. If so, none of that
bore on the example of gun violence prompting
the editorial, i.e., a daylight homicide involving as
yet unidentified young men with unknown gun
registry in a crowded parking lot in the central
commercial district of a city with a high crime
rate.
Taking out the CDCP search instructions
irrelevant to the crime example or the point of the
editorial, you are left with 244 gun deaths
statewide, all of them by definition already illegal
regardless of whether the Legislature acts on
Helmke’s recommendations. Moreover, 180 were
in either Marion, Lake, Allen or St. Joseph
counties, all counties with primary cities led by
mayors sharing the gun-control sympathies of
Helmke and the Journal Gazette.
That leaves 64 pertinent gun deaths in 2017
spread out over the 88 counties that the editorial
implies are in need of leadership change. That is
0.00097 percent of the state’s 6.6 million
residents or about one person per 100,000, about
the same number as die in drownings and falls.

Page 1! 08

Fall 2019

THE OUTSTATER

strategic priorities and projects aimed at helping
its communities create a better quality of place,
develop and skill up its workforce, and connect
talented Hoosiers with businesses seeking to fill
high-demand, high-wage jobs. ‘Regional and
local collaboration is key for Indiana
communities when it comes to attracting,
developing and connecting talent,’ Milo said in a
statement. ‘Northeast Indiana is a leader in
cultivating 21st Century Talent by seamlessly
connecting community team members together
to grow the population, increase educational
attainment and raising household income.’”

A Governor Out of Touch
(June 22) — OK, Eric Holcomb is not my type
of governor for a dozen reasons, none of which is
particularly fair or kind. My criticism, therefore,
can be dismissed as heckling.
That said, and absent serious statewide media,
someone must point out how out of touch this
man is. Does he have any clue what working-class
Hoosierdom cares about? I submit for your review
an example to the negative.
It is rare to find a government program that in
itself, in its best explication and most enthusiastic
promotion, screams “superfluous nonsense.” They
are usually at least mildly deceptive. But to these
ears, the governor’s description of what he calls
“the 21st Century Talent Region” sounds like
something the Politburos’s Under Secretary for
the Five-Year Plan might send to the assistant
manager of the Red Banner Tractor Factory.
On my desk is a clipping from the dependably
soft-headed Fort Wayne Journal Gazette
describing the governor’s visit there last week. He
was in town to laud his latest economic
development program, or at least that is what he
seemed to be lauding. The newspaper’s report is
quoted at length to avoid inadvertently omitting
some enlightening bit of government-speak:
“Gov. Eric Holcomb today designated northeast
Indiana as the inaugural 21st Century Talent
Region. At the Regional Chamber of Northeast
Indiana’s RCNI) annual meeting, Holcomb,
Indiana Secretary of Career Connections and
Talent CC&T) Blair Milo and Indiana Economic
Development Corporation EDC) President
Elaine Bedel, presented the region with its
official 21st Century Talent Region designation.
In partnership with CC&T, IEDC and with
technical assistance from CivicLab, the 21st
Century Talent Region initiative encourages
local governments, businesses, educational
institutions, nonprofits, and economic and
workforce partners to create and implement a
plan to increase educational attainment, raise
household income and grow the population in a
region. By taking a comprehensive, systems
approach, a participating region will identify
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Skill up? Systems approach? Quality of place?
Seamlessly connect? My neighbors are worried
about bending a rim, breaking a ball joint or
cracking a strut on the state highway pothole
system.
And if their car is already in the shop, they
worry about confiscatory taxation and regulation
that make starting a business a fool’s dream,
about an uncontrolled wave of illegal immigration
that amounts to social invasion, about not
knowing where they will get their next job if they
lose this one, about economic-development
schemes that threaten to leave Indiana cities in
the hands of political machines, about a national
campaign to politicize our local prosecuting
attorneys, about corn that will be only ankle high
by the Fourth of July, and so forth.
So, governor, fire off a letter in any of those
directions and, agree or disagree, your effort will
be commended. Spare us, though, the official
gobbledygook and tortured, narrowly fashioned
homiletics.

Crime and Political Timidity
“One of the vehicles crashed into a telephone
pole in the 3400 block of Wells Street and two
suspects fled into the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo.
Parts of the zoo were evacuated as police
apprehended two of the suspects.” — June 14,
2019, WANE TV
“A man was shot to death in the Walmart
parking lot on Coldwater Road the retail center
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of the city) as the sun shone and customers
looked on.” — June 17, 2019, the Journal Gazette.
(June 19) — Paul Helmke, a former Indiana
mayor reinvented as a Beltway crusader for the
Brady Center/Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence, has never seen a gun death that he
didn’t like as a rhetorical point. Now he’s back,
working at Indiana University and mounting a
grassroots campaign to throw out local officials
who don’t share his take on the issue.

The gang members, as if to illustrate the
futility of it all, had indulged in a sort of art and
craft there, carving their club signs, some of them
elaborate, into the booths. They used the
switchblade and gravity knives that most of them
carried.

“The Indiana Legislature has preempted local
governments from doing anything directly on
guns,” the old progressive tells the sympathetic
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette. “What do our local
candidates think of that? Are they willing to push
for more local control, or at least stronger state
gun laws?”
We would refer the mayor to John Lott, an
actual expert on crime and gun violence with
numbers to back up his arguments, but Helmke
already has lost a national debate to Lott —
embarrassingly, some thought. So let me speak for
the thousands of Hoosiers who have lost dear
ones to non-gun crimes, killed in their homes,
strangled or beaten to death, intimidated by
thugs, raped, all without relevance to the mayor’s
narrative.
I grew up in the 1950s in a town of 15,000, a
petri dish of criminology as it turned out. Back
then it was ranked highest in the nation in percapita juvenile delinquency. There was a war there
between two teenage gangs, the one descendants
of early ranchers and settlers and the other of
Mexican laborers brought in by the railroad.
The last time I checked, you could still make
out traces of the warfare at the local recreation
center, the money for which was commanded by
the social-justice elements on city council. It was
needed, or so argued the progressives of the time,
to give troubled youth something to keep them
busy, an early version of midnight basketball.
Anyway, at the rec center the most wellmeaning volunteers had installed television sets,
ping-pong, shuffleboard, pool and snooker tables.
Among the amenities were hand-crafted wood
The Indiana Policy Review

booths where we could sit and watch the dance
floor and listen to the jukebox a top-of-the-line
Wurlitzer Bubbler).

It all changed in 1960 when the county elected
a new prosecutor. Gang leaders disappeared that
summer from the recreation center, from the
streets and from the pinball parlors. They had
been arrested or brought in for questioning before
the juvenile court as a result of an invigorated
interest in law and order. The “root cause” sop
was still in the future.
Some of the crimes were serious but most were
not. The offenders, many of them sad cases from
homes without trustworthy adults or steady
discipline, were sent to an institution or to a
probationary authority, Think New York City and
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.
It was an early, crude application of what later
would be known as “broken windows” policing, of
which two claims are made: 1) That such arrests
deter further petty crime and low-level anti-social
behavior; and 2) that major crime is ultimately
prevented as a result.
Whatever, in my town it worked out for the
younger age groups on both sides of the gang
divide. They were able to grow up free of violence
in an idyllic town.
Today, if we are going to do as well for our
children, we must use our heads as well as our
hearts. The impossible quest for perfect social
justice, pinning blame on inanimate objects like
guns, all combined with an inattention to the
relationship between freedom and responsibility,
has fostered only dismay. Division is now more
likely than resolution.
But Fort Wayne’s ex mayor is right that
individual Hoosier communities should put some
thought into this at election time. We can ask each
other when exactly enough is enough, when
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should a town decide to stop building recreation
centers à la Helmke and when instead it should
crack down à la Giuliani.
For each Indiana community must work out its
own timing, and thereby its own future. Calamity
is a choice.

The New Political Machines
Since 2004, about 1,800 newspapers or 20
percent of the total have folded or merged, while
in the last decade 32,000 of the industry’s
employees have lost their jobs. — The
Washington Times, June 12, 2019
(June 12) — You would think it would be the
kind of story journalists would fight to get. It has
it all — Main Street crony capitalists, venal out-ofstate investors, legal manipulations, compliant if
not compromised local officials. And it is sitting
there in most any Indiana city just waiting to be
uncovered.
So why isn’t anybody asking whether the
capital-intensive, public-private projects, the
latest bright, shiny objects downtown are really
good things? Why hasn’t some intrepid Hoosier
editor sent his Clark Kent to check out reports
from elsewhere that these projects have turned
out to be short-term schemes, not long-term
development? What if the projects, some of them
financed at three times their market value, are
designed only for the manufacture issue) and sale
marketing) of bonds for the benefit of in-the-know
banks and favored developers? What if they
permanently distort the local political process?
To be sure, it is a difficult story. A reporter
would have to get a good grasp on the hidden
mechanics captured increments, base erosion) of
Tax Increment Financing plus the workings of the
bonding industry and the rules of incorporation.
Still, there are journalists in Indiana with the
brains to figure it out. And there are honest
auditors and other elected officials who could
show them the toll such deals take on public
finances and the economic future of our
communities.
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The reason none of that happens, the reason
the lid remains on so-called economic
development is that if you lift it you are likely to
get fired. The incentive counted in millions of
dollars per developer) for squelching such a story
far outweigh any public interest counted in
pennies per taxpayer) in reporting it.
But there is more to it than that. The aggregate
special interests attracted to the typical downtown
sports venue, boutique hotel, condominium
complex, convention center, etc., invite formation
of a new type of political machine. It is built from
the top down with levels of protected financiers,
Chamber executives, architects, engineers,
lawyers and of course politicians.
It works the same way as historic machines,
with “pay to play,” sympathetic voting blocs and
political challenges to any councilman or mayor
who dares make trouble. How many outstate city
councilmen can hold back a primary challenger
armed with a $30,000 war chest the case in a
recent Fort Wayne election)?
The machines of old were exposed by shining
the light of the local newspaper on the assorted
wrong-doings and shenanigans. And behind the
reform-minded editors and reporters stood
publishers — individual proprietors, not
corporations. These were stalwart men and
women, citizens invested in their own town whose
business and family fortunes depended on the
long-term health and growth of their community.
All of that is stunted by the absolute power of
machine politics and the necessarily constricted
markets.
The situation is different this time around.
Today’s journalist stands alone. His corporate
manager won’t have his back. Indeed, in the
interests of a good quarterly report to a
headquarters four states over, the manager is
likely to be on the board of the regional
development authority — part of the political
machine.
As a result of the blackout, the developers,
generally paid up front in these cases, don’t have
to worry about what the public thinks of the one-
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sided deals they cut for political and government
support.
Suppose a journalist in your town persists.
What then? He will learn a hard lesson: The
systemics of contemporary journalism — that is,
who owns the property and how it is managed —
is not designed to produce real news let alone
topple gangs of rent-seekers supported by political
machines.
So, what is the alternative? What really is
“real” journalism? Well, the classic definition
stands: It is that which speaks truth to power and
thereby wins the community’s trust and support
over time.
Leo Morris, a winner of the Hoosier Press
Association’s award for Best Editorial Writer,
makes the valid point that comparing “fake”
journalism of the Internet variety with “real”
journalism is a useless exercise. “It’s not that fake
news isn’t a problem; it’s a big one,” he writes.
“But constantly complaining about the fake
variety elevates the ‘real’ news to a lofty position it
probably hasn’t deserved in a long time.”
Morris cites Gallup as saying the percentage of
Americans with a great deal or fair amount of
trust in the established media has dropped from
40 percent in 2015 to a mere 32 percent in 2016.
“Where is that fine line between fake and real
nonsense,” he asks, “and what’s the point of trying
to find it?”
It is useful, though, to think back to that time
when the editing, writing and distributing of
community news was held in the high regard to
which Morris refers.
Again, there was a time, perhaps halcyon,
when local news organizations were owned by
individuals. They could be wrong in their policy
recommendations, granted, and as a rule they
were irascible. The title “publisher,” though, was
not assigned. It was earned the hard way:
Managing slim profit margins and outlasting the
selfish interests at the old Country Clubs and the
mindless boosters on city councils. The model of
ownership mattered.
With so many friends still in the industry,
nobody here is happy that our local news
The Indiana Policy Review

operations are near collapse. People are just tired
of paying for the corporate version of institutional
news and opinionated tripe. They need news that
holds up at the morning coffee spot, information
based on verifiable facts and prescient
observations. They need honesty, if not balance.
The nature of a free press is that its owners are
primarily accountable to their family, friends,
employees, fellow citizens and the Constitution. It
is an arrangement more reasonable than being left
in the sway of journalists rented from distant,
indifferent companies leaving us vulnerable to
predatory interests.

An Alternative to ‘Official’ News
(June 6) — Indiana’s Republican governor is
siding with those who say the state’s shifting
definition of “hate” trumps a thousand years of
common law. The front office of the Pacers may
drop the word “owner” because it supposedly
implies slavery. And a city administration sees
nothing wrong with using tax money to fund a
local “news” magazine that proclaims the mayor’s
programs a success.
What those three positions have in common is
a delusion that individual rights are mere
constructs invented by rich people. They are
anything but that, please know. They were
invented embattled, actually) to protect us from a
ruling class that would own not only all property
but our thoughts and our persons as well. Look up
jus primae noctis.
But you need not go into great historical detail;
the economics alone give it away. Who will buy a
bakery or pizza shop if you can lose your
investment when social media turns up a
perceived offense to . . . well, who knows what
next? How long will we buy tickets to watch
millionaire basketball players under voluntary
contract who think of themselves as being
enslaved? Who will pay for “news” edited by the
department of public works?
As a friend often asks on reading his morning
paper, “What movie did they see where this
worked out OK?”
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What we are looking at is an alternate world,
one put together by people blithely unaware of
why the right of property and its attendant right of
speech are important. A favorite quote on the
general subject is from Tom Bethell’s “Noblest
Triumph,” a study of how an understanding of
property rights has created exceptional and
general wealth — in England, in the United States,
in Singapore, in Indiana or anywhere else it has
been tried:
“The great blessing of private property is that
people can benefit from their own industry and
insulate themselves from the negative effects of
others’ actions. It is like a set of invisible mirrors
that surround individuals, households or firms,
reflecting back on them the consequences of
their acts.”

In other words, it is a mobile, secular, quite
unofficial Golden Rule. And somewhat
surprisingly in this era of journalism, we find
standing in its defense an intrepid young reporter
for a television station in Fort Wayne.
It was Alexis Shear of WPTA21 who broke the
story this week on government funding of the
Pravda-esk magazine Input Fort Wayne.
Ownership models matter, she warned viewers in
her segment “Buying the News.” That is especially
so, a perversion even, when it comes to a mass
media given extraordinary privilege by
constitutional amendment to keep watch over the
officially powerful.

themselves. Their answers, perhaps because they
are so unaccustomed to being asked serious
questions, were absurd.
The managing editor of Input Fort Wayne told
Shear that the online publication was just another
magazine: “We’re a news organization that is
made to talk about, you know, the good things
happening in the city.” These “good things” are
defined in editorial meetings that include city and
county officials whom the editor says help “shape”
stories.
The chief spokesman for the City of Fort
Wayne, skipping over the core functions of a fee
press or any concern about using tax money to
enrich propaganda ventures, gave a does-a-treereally-fall-if-nobody-hears-it explanation: “When
there are hot button issues in the community,
believe me, we hear that,” he said in claiming he
knew of no complaints.
So Shear was left with the politically incorrect
question of whether, public awareness aside,
routine $6,000 contributions from officialdom
might influence how reporters select and write
stories?
Naw, the chief spokesman answered. He and
other municipal officials sitting in on editorial
meeting might “share ideas” but “at no time do we
say, ‘You have to cover this story or that story.’”
We all know that would be “wrong” — a state of
mind, along with hate, that our governor might
consider banning next. — tcl

And Shear made her point the old-fashioned
way, by asking the special interests to explain
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“The Battle of Cowpens,” painted by William Ranney in 1845, shows an unnamed
patriot (far left) saving the life of Col. William Washington.
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