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Women Who
Mean Business
2019
In the business world, we know that women have much
to contribute. Be inspired by these leaders.
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Seated L-R: Lori Fenton, Elizabeth Alexander
Standing L-R: Shirlyna Richter, Maureen Henderson, Natalie Delaney, Leah Hoppe, Shellie Peters
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Global Atlantic
Financial Group
Women’s Network giving Global Atlantic an edge
When you’re looking to take a different approach
in a centuries-old industry, a balanced view with a
variety of perspectives is vital. To gain this
competitive edge, Global Atlantic is working to
recruit and advance more women in insurance.
In 2017, we established the Global Atlantic
Women’s Network. The group is a community of
like-minded women and their supporters working
to enhance their careers and influence at the
company. Through the Women’s Network, Global
Atlantic is driving initiatives and activities across
the organization with local chapters, including in
Des Moines, where more than 200 of our 1,100
employees are based.

Back from Your Next Raise, Promotion or Job,
which she co-authored with Marshall Goldsmith.
Among her insightful topics were how to avoid
traps like building a network but failing to
leverage those relationships, and prioritizing a
job over long-term career progress.
In partnership with Human Resources and
business leadership, the network is also helping
to cultivate talent, and develop diversity and
inclusion strategies to ensure Global Atlantic
remains an attractive environment for women to
work and grow.

The Women’s Network is helping to empower
and engage women through mentorship
programs, seminars and networking
opportunities. As a result, the women of Global
Atlantic are building the relationships and
gaining the tools they need to advance and
succeed in the workplace.

The company’s focus on achieving greater gender
balance is evident across the organization.
Women hold senior roles throughout the
organization, including in Sales, Investments,
Operations, Finance, Risk, Legal and Compliance,
Business Development, Marketing and Human
Resources. Many of these leaders have been
recently hired or promoted from within, and we’re
focused on continuing the trend.

Among the notable events in 2018, the Women’s
Network sponsored a seminar from women’s
leadership expert and bestselling author Sally
Helgesen, who shared insights from the book,
How Women Rise: The 12 Habits Holding You

Global Atlantic is a leading retirement and life
insurance company. Our growing downtown
Des Moines office supports many corporate
functions, in addition to being the center of
company’s life insurance business.

27215 10th Street, Suite 1100 | Des Moines | (515) 393-3570 | globalatlantic.com
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Lincoln Savings Bank
Emily Girsch

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Emily Girsch is a dichotomy of herself. The Chief
Financial Officer of Lincoln Savings Bank doesn’t
care to be in the spotlight. However, after
receiving American Banker’s 2019 award for Most
Powerful Woman in Banking: Next, it’s easy to see
why this is difficult for her to avoid.
Being successful in banking is a difficult feat;
and Girsch has not only risen to executive
leadership of a $1.3 billion-asset community bank
since her mid-20s, but has done so with integrity,
authenticity, and while prioritizing her family over
her work. It’s not surprising that she has naturally
become the source of inspiration, encouragement
and wisdom for many women at Lincoln
Savings Bank.
While many would find the dated stereotypes of
banking to be daunting, Girsch’s desire for
progress makes her the perfect person to drive
Lincoln Savings Bank forward to digital success.
She notes that banking needs to catch up with
the use of technology and has made LSB a
pioneer in the Financial Technology (Fintech)

field. In five years, she has been involved in
bringing in 1.5 million new customers to LSB
through partnering with Fintechs like Acorns,
MoneyLion, Square and Qapital.
Additionally, she successfully ran a major capitalcampaign last year to compensate for loan growth
of more than 18% in 2017 and almost 12% in 2018.
After raising capital through a private common
stock offering, she went on to pursue investors
across the country to double the funds raised,
allowing LSB to grow with their success.
While Girsch is not one to draw attention to her
being a woman in a male-led industry, she notes
that it is important for women to support each
other in roles of leadership and ownership as
they are often surrounded by men with different
interests and perspectives. The stereotypes that
go along with working mothers are, in and of
themselves, enough to be overwhelming, but her
persistence and motivation as a mom and a
CFO have proven to be a conquering force and
an inspiration.

LSB
Member FDIC

Locations across Iowa, including Ankeny, Adel, Clive and Downtown Des Moines in late 2019! | (800) 588-7551 | MyLSB.com
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Front (L-R): Susan McCann, Knead Massage Therapy | Valerie Sutton, Harvey’s Greenhouse | Chasity Davis, Texture Salon | Tina Krug, Red Fern
Landscape Design | Julie Young, Teal Creek Homes | Crystal Macallister, Arch. Brow and Beauty | Kendra Kasischke, Country Lane Lodge | Jacque
Johnson, Adel Quilting & Dry Goods Co. | Tasha Garlick, Garlick Real Estate Team; Middle (L-R): Michelle Davison, Timberline Designs | Jane Clausen,
Adel Health Mart | Kristie Anderson, Azalea Lane Boutique | Barbara Scheetz, Adel Vision Clinic | Lindsey Grife, Let’s Dance | Eva Helps, Helps Homestead
| Shannon Lee, Blessed Births of Iowa | Megan Garrett, Heartland Handcrafted | Rebecca Zoet, This New Old House | Angela Schrad, Restoration
Harmony; Back (L-R): Lisa Payne, Lovely Locks Salon | Billy Nuzum, Billy’s Icecream Store | Bre Forret, Hazel Mae Floral Events | Amy Lucht, REMAX |
Julianna Cullen, Iowa Realty | Elizabeth Holland, Adel Veterinary Clinic & Iconic Apparel | Amy Keiderling, Modville | Robin Todd, Wilder Flowers;
Not pictured: Amy Skogerson, The Law Shop by Skogerson McGinn LLC
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This is Adel –
Women in Business
Adel Health Mart Pharmacy and
gift/home decor on the square.
adelhealthmart.com
@adelhealthmart

Cullen Howe Group, Iowa Realty
Knowledgeable. Experienced.
Passionate.
@DwellinAdel

Lovely Locks Salon Safer
beauty in an intimate rustic chic
atmosphere.
@lovelylockssalonstudio

Adel Quilting & Dry Goods Co.
Fabric, patterns, books, notions
and gifts.

Garlick Real Estate Team The
Key to Finding Your Dream
Home

Modville - Modville Tours
Vintage, Mid-Century Furniture!
Chartered Bus Adventures!

adelquilting.com

garlickrealestateteam.com
@garlickrealestateteam

@modvilleiowa or @modvilletours
modville.com

Harvey’s Greenhouse Iowa’s
oldest family owned
greenhouse. An acre of
horticultural treasures.

Red Fern Landscape Design
Creating gorgeous spaces that
bring the party outside.

Adel Veterinary Clinic Medicine
- Acupuncture - Boarding
adelvet.com

Adel Vision Clinic Quality eye
care on the square.
adelvisionclinic.com

Amy Lucht, REMAX Painting the
town Red, one door at a time.
@amylucht

redfernlandscape.com

harveysgreenhouse.com

Hazel Mae Floral Events
Personalized Floral Designs:
Weddings, Events, and Special
Occasions!

Restoration Harmony Homes
& Harmony Hall on Riverside
dream.design.inspire
@harmonyhomes14
@harmonyhallonriverside

@hazelmfloralevents

Arch. Brow and Beauty Big city
skincare talent, education, and
training.
@arch.browandbeauty

Azalea Lane Boutique Women’s
clothing, shoes, jewelry,
handbags, gift certificates.
@azalealaneboutique

Billy’s Ice Cream Store Lemon
soft serve and specialty ice
cream desserts.
@billysicecreamstore

Heartland Handcrafted Custom
woodworking, handmade
furniture, handyman and
remodeling services.
heartlandhandcrafted.com

Helps Homestead Handcrafted
custom home decor. Hosting
DIY Make & Take Workshops!
helpshomestead.com

Iconic Apparel Custom Business
and Sports Apparel

Teal Creek Homes Relationshipdriven building for a personal
journey through the process.
@tealcreekhomes

Texture Salon A professional
inviting salon, dedicated to
providing beautiful healthy hair!
vagaro.com/texturesalonspa

The Law Shop by Skogerson
McGinn LLC. Customized Client
Services for All.
lawshop.net

repiconic.com

Blessed Births of Iowa
Supporting families through
pregnancy, birth and after baby.
blessedbirthsofiowa.com

Country Lane Lodge Secluded
venue accommodates 400
guests; weddings, fundraisers,
company events.
countrylanelodgeiowa.com

Knead Massage Therapy
Custom Therapeutic Massage.
Day, evening, weekend
appointments. Online booking.
kneadmassageadel.com

Let’s Dance Tap, ballet, jazz,
hip hop & pointe classes ages
3 – HS.
@letsdanceadel
Letsdanceadel@gmail.com

This New Old House Inspiring
unique character and vintage
charm in your home.
thisnewoldhouse.net

Timberline Designs Rustic-built
home furnishings and fixtures
for your home style.
timberlinedesignsiowa.com

Wilder Flowers Grows specialty
cut flowers in Adel.
wilderflowersadel.com
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Kruse Construction
HBA Homeshow House

L-R: Melissa Clarke-Wharff, Sherry Gupta, Renee Shull-Harmon, Renee Hardman,
Melanie Brown, Leisha Barcus, Teree Caldwell-Johnson, Susan Scharnberg,
Keshia Meissner, Sherri Nielsen

10 Incredible Nonprofits and
Melissa Clarke-Wharff, Courage
League Sports
What drives you to do what
you do every day? Seeing the
smiles on the faces of our
special kids. Watching them
figure out what their bodies can
do with what they have been
given to live with. Changing
their mindsets from “I can’t,” to
“I can and I will.”
Sherry Gupta, CultureALL
What is the most rewarding
part of leading a non-profit?
I’m drawn to the groundbreaking work of non-profits.
We create solutions that
improve society. Our cuttingedge creativity inspires our
humanity. Every day we get to
produce valuable services that
lift people up.

Renee Shull-Harmon,
Science Center of Iowa
What drives you to do what
you do every day? Making a
difference in our community
motivates me every day. I have
always been driven by the idea
that each interaction can
empower others, inspire learning
or spark a change.
Renee Hardman, Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Central Iowa
Best advice you have ever
received? As Mahatma Gandhi
says: “Never let anyone walk
through your mind with their
dirty feet.” Don’t be defined by
others, stay true to yourself and
live life boldly, with no regrets.
Defend potential of others;
especially our youth.

Melanie Brown, Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society
Share your favorite quote or
words you live by. “My mission
in life is not merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with
some passion, some
compassion, some humor, and
some style.” – Maya Angelou
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the Women Behind Them
Leisha Barcus, YMCA of Greater
Des Moines
How can we encourage women
to go after more leadership
roles? Don’t be shy about your
ability to make a difference.
Trust yourself and your
experience. Take a risk, work
hard, and success is inevitable.
Teree Caldwell-Johnson,
Oakridge Neighborhood Services
Most rewarding thing about
your job? Oakridge is more than
just a home. It’s a neighborhood
where affordable housing and
wrap-around services support a
diverse community of 1,200
residents working to achieve
economic independence. My
reward comes in seeing children
achieve and families thrive.

Susan Scharnberg, Friends of
Iowa Public Television
Foundation
Why decide to get into our
philanthropic community? It’s
exciting to serve as a catalyst
between the elements – viewers,
donors, volunteers and staff –
and bring together a reaction
that creates incredible programs
for the people of Iowa.
Keshia Meissner, Beacon of Life
Best advice you have ever
received? Two things: 1. Don’t
wait to use or see something
wonderful until later. Tomorrow
is never promised and you don’t
want to miss out! 2. You can’t
control other people’s actions,
but you can control your
reaction to them.

Sherri Nielsen, Easterseals Iowa
Best advice you have ever
received? The best advice I
have ever received was from
one of my mentors, Doug
McAninch. It was at a time when
Easterseals Iowa had to
downsize due to funding
changes at that state level with
less than a 30-day notice. The
advice was be thankful every
day for everything, make your
decisions quickly, communicate
it, and be transparent about
how you made your decision.
Not only was it good then, but
every day.
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Kruse Construction
HBA Homeshow House

Professional Women in
Building – Des Moines
#BUILDINGWOMEN

Arnest Architecture
Affordable residential and
commercial architecture, new
custom homes, remodels,
additions, kitchen and bath
design.

Fleming Construction
Design-Build remodeling that’s
on time, on budget…by design!

ArnestStudio.com

Home Builders Association of
Greater DSM
Making DSM the greatest place
to work & live!

Next Step Advertising
Experienced and innovative
media creators dedicated your
marketing needs.

dsmhba.com

nextstepadvertisingdm.com

Kitchen & Bath Ideas
Melissa Garrett-Nelson,
Designer/Sales
Designing to make a difference.

Partners by Design Homes, Inc
Builder & Skilled Trades
Advocate

Best Portable Toilets, Inc.
Portable toilet rental, restroom
trailers, pumping septic & sand.
bestportabletoiletsinc.com
FB@BPTIowa

Elizabeth Erin Designs
Achieve your vision with our
interior design and home
staging team!
ElizababethErinDesigns.com

FlemingConstructionLLC.com
facebook.com/FlemingConstruction

kbideasiowa.com

Moehl Millwork
8,000 sq/ft showroom with
cabinets, countertops, windows,
doors, trim and stair parts.
moehlmillwork.com

pbdhomesinc.com
steph-reed.com
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Standing (L-R): Melissa Garrett-Nelson, Kitchen & Bath Ideas | Kate Arnest, Arnest Architecture | Melisa Cox, HBA |
Amy Hayes, VizyPay | Keelie Lawson, Moehl Millwork | Jen Haywood, Texturious Designs | Jodi Peterman, Elizabeth
Erin Designs | Rebecca Zoet, This New Old House | Rachael Harms, RE/MAX Concepts | Jenni Pierce, State Savings
Bank | Leslie Mayo, Next Step Advertising | Tasha Millard, The Flooring Guys | Amy Smith, UICCU | Mary Henss, Best
Portable Toilets Seated (L-R): Kristin Stamp, Waukee Cabinet Works | Megan Roettger, Synergy Homes/RE/MAX
Precision | Donna Alley, Fleming Construction | Sarah Kavalier, Coldwell Banker | Steph Reed, Partners By Design
Homes | Kari Sebern, Sebern Structural Services

Rachael Harms Real Estate
Your new construction
specialist.
facebook.com/rachaelharmsrealtor

Sarah Kavalier, Realtor®
Coldwell Banker Mid-America
Group
Genuine, insightful real estate.
(515) 202-6801
sarahkavalier.com

Synergy Homes
Exceptionally built homes - a
premier home building company
with extraordinary
craftsmanship.

UICCU Mortgage
Market leader in home loans,
whether purchasing, refinancing
or new construction.
uiccuamysmith.com

synergyhomesiowa.com

The Flooring Guys
Your vision, our expertise.
Find us on Facebook and
Instagram.

VizyPay
Local company that offsets up
to 100% of your credit card
processing fees.
vizypay.com/dsm

theflooringguysdsm.com

Sebern Structural Services,
PLLC
Structural Engineering
Creative approach, efficient
design.
sebernss.com

State Savings Bank
Developing relationships,
financing growth and building
community wealth since 1894.
ssb.bank

Texturious Designs
Interior design, space planning,
and consulting for the everyday
homeowner.
FB@texturiousdesigns
texturiousdesigns.com

This New Old House
Design and styling mixing old
with new for unique custom
character!
thisnewoldhouse.net

Waukee CabinetWorks
Specializing in: custom
cabinetry, countertops,
fabrication, decorative hardware,
accessories, refacing and more.
waukeecabinetworks.com
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(L-R): Melanee Stanbrough | Tammy Heckart | Summer Clark | Micole Van Walbeek | Kim O’Connor

Renowned Women of Real Estate

These 5 Realtors have achieved high levels of
work life integration while supporting women in
business and in Real Estate. We celebrate their
collective successes.

Melanee Stanbrough
Working with the Homes for Heroes program
allows me to give back to Teachers, Military,
Police, Fire and Medical Heroes. Curious?

What is the most rewarding thing about your job?

How do you define success?

Summer Clark
Definitely finding the perfect home for someone!
A home is such an important part of your life. It
doesn’t matter if it’s your first or 5th home, it’s
always exciting finding the perfect fit!

Tammy Heckart
Success isn’t a numbers game. It’s made through
continued learning and experiencing as much life
as possible along the way.

Kim O'Connor
I have the pleasure of meeting new people and
making new friends, from all walks of life, every
day. They enrich my life and make me happy.

Micole Van Walbeek
At the end of the day, success in real estate is all
about being respected by your peers and valued
by your clients.

Summer Clark - 971-7786 - summerclark@iowarealty.com | Kim O'Connor - 249-0009 - Kimoconnor@iowarealty.com
Melanee Stanbrough - 707-8300 - melstanbrough@iowarealty.com | Tammy Heckart - 778-8807 - tammy@tammyheckart.com
Micole Van Walbeek - 333-8292 - micole@iowarealty.com
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Grand Homes & Renovations
Carrie Norris

CO-OWNER

Carrie Norris is the co-owner of Grand Homes &
Renovations with David Kruse. Carrie is an award
winning builder and kitchen designer that has
been in the construction industry for 20 years.
"When we started Grand Homes & Renovations 13
years ago our idea was to offer our clients unique
perspectives, incredible workmanship and
timeless designs."
Best advice given: It doesn't matter that this is a
male dominated industry. Regardless of your gender
or race you posses the power to be anything you
want in life. On your way to the top, remember to
treat others how you want to be treated.
Best advice given to young entrepreneurs: I
think the world needs more female contractor's,

sub contractors, architects and engineers. Brining
new perspective through different eyes, regardless
of age or gender creates an untouchable team.
What does it mean to be a mentor: Teach, learn
and pay if forward. You must never stop learning
and you must always give back to the community.
Find your passion outside of your career and help
others. Open your eyes and learn from those around
you, even a competitor. Most importantly...be you.
What is your motivation: My motivation is showing
my kids that a successful life doesn't come from the
title I hold but rather the love I give back to those
around me. I want to be a game changer. I want my
kids to see that anything is achievable if you work
hard, never lose sight and have faith in yourself.

1910 Normandy Drive | Carlisle | (515) 229-2597 | grandhomesiowa.com
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Girl Scouts of Greater Iowa
Beth Shelton
How do you define success? I define success as a
feeling of wholeness and contentment with the
space and season I occupy in life.
Why is it important to support women in
business and women-owned businesses? I’m
really passionate about underrepresentation in all
facets of life. As a whole, we experience better
outcomes when we utilize all available
perspectives. We see this hold true from scientific
research to boardroom effectiveness to the quality
of consumer goods. I make it a priority to support
women owned businesses because it directly and
indirectly advances equality; in the marketplace,
politics, wealth acquisition and beyond.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

What motivates you? Recognizing the human
side of the workplace and being a true partner in
making incremental improvements that benefit
people. I get excited when I speak about it,
research it and strategize on ways to improve.
Who do you turn to for advice? I turn to those
people who show up for me in life. At the top of
the list is my mom. She’s a natural leader,
extremely intelligent and great at seeing the big
picture in both life and work.
What is the most critical talent you possess in
your role? The ability to lead and strategize with
love and compassion.

10715 Hickman Road | Urbandale | (800) 342-8389 | girlscoutsiowa.org
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Abbey Robertson
Century 21 Signature Real Estate
Abbey Robertson is a relationship and communitydriven Realtor®.
Since beginning her residential real estate career
eight years ago, Robertson has become one of
the top producers for Century 21 Signature Real
Estate in the Des Moines metro, recently inducted
into the exclusive Corporate C21 Centurion Honor
Society. Her client base is created primarily
through referrals, and she has received the C21
President’s Producer Award the past five years.
But Robertson is most proud of connecting her
business with something more. She dedicates her
time and also a portion of every home
transaction to Jonathan’s House for Orphans, a

REALTOR®

Marshalltown-based nonprofit organization
providing shelter, medical care and schooling to
hundreds of African children.
Jonathan’s House for Orphans was established in
late 2012 in the Central African Republic, a country
ravaged by instability and civil war. Robertson’s
two daughters — Grace and Abigaelle — were a
part of that orphanage until 2017 when they
traveled home with her to Iowa.
Supporting Jonathan’s House for Orphans is an
essential part of Robertson’s business, and she’s proud
of the hard work and dedication the organization
devotes to children in the Central African Republic.
Find out more at jonathanshouse.org.

2300 128th Street | Urbandale | (515) 333-3492 | abbeyrobertson.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
WOMEN WHO MEAN BUSINESS

Des Moines University
Angela L. Walker Franklin, Ph. D.
What motivates you? Hands down, building and
supporting effective teams. I am always
exhilarated when I surround myself with smart and
effective leaders who work in lockstep as a
cohesive team. Watching team members
collaborate to move an organization forward and
resolve complex issues is extremely rewarding,
and it builds a high performing culture.
How do you define success? I have always taken
the long view regarding success. I view success as
a journey versus a destination. Success is
evolutionary and can be realized often on a
progressive scale as goals are achieved and new
ones articulated.

PRESIDENT & CEO

What is the biggest challenge you have had to
face? Given recent, bold developments at DMU, I
want to reframe that question to address the
biggest current and future challenge our
University faces. I announced in March that we will
build a new campus on what is now farmland in
West Des Moines. We have purposely decided to
adhere to an ambitious timetable for bringing that
campus to life: we have every expectation of
moving to the new location in 2023. We are proud
of our new partnerships with the City of West
Des Moines. It is rare for a university to dream this
big and build a new campus.

3200 Grand Avenue | Des Moines | (515) 271-1400 | dmu.edu
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(L-R): Sarah McCoy, The Permanent Collection Letterpress + Design Studio | Carol Wyckoff, Reclaimed: A Junklady’s Philosophy | Alessandra
Meschini, Cooking with Alessandra | Kate Best-Shaw, Porch Light | Heather LaPorte, Amour | Cassie Sampson, East Village Spa | Karen Brady and Arin
Hummel, Ephemera | Ellen Martinson, Leona Ruby | Jennifer Coughenour, Wanderlust Fashion | Heather Ann Parker Roe, KIN

Entrepreneurs of the East Village
Collectively, we create and curate
one-of-a-kind services,
experiences, and goods. Support
your local female entrepreneurs
by shopping the East Village
— 50+ neighborhood businesses
founded and owned by women!
Amour
An award-winning lingerie shop
featuring everyday bras, panties
and special occasion lingerie.
Fitting 30-38, A-J.
amour-is-love.com

Cooking with Alessandra
Offering exciting, fun and
memorable cooking classes as
well as culinary and wine tours
across Italy!
cookingwithalessandra.com

East Village Spa
A Des Moines staple since 2008
for skilled massage, facials,
natural nails, and gifts.
evdayspa.com

Ephemera
Custom Wedding Invitations,
Personalized Stationery, Gifts
and All Good Things. Send
Something Worth Keeping.
ephemeradesign.com

Reclaimed: A Junklady’s
Philosophy
This little antique shop
showcases the hunted and
found, styled and curated...all
things vintage.
@reclaimeddsm

KIN
A modern mystical shop specializing
in jewelry, crystals, apothecary,
wellness, and home goods.
kindsm.com
@kindsm
@kin.dsm

Leona Ruby
Our jewelry store is a collection of
your current jewelry obsessions,
ever-changing and vast.
leonaruby.com
@LeonaRubyJewelry
@leonaruby_dsm

Porch Light
Eclectic mix of vintage & new
furniture, home accessories, jewelry,
stationery and house plants!
porchlightiowa.com
@porchlightdsm

The Permanent Collection
Letterpress + Design Studio
Retail Shop with letterpress
printed cards, stationery, art
prints and custom graphic design.
thepermanentcollection.net
@thepcpress

Wanderlust Fashion
Fashion for wherever life takes
you! Providing locally made
goods and new wardrobe
styling services.
wanderlustiowa.com
@wanderlustiowa

@shopeastvillagedsm
#shopeastvillagedsm
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(L-R): Morgan Schmall | Amy Boe | Keynote Speaker Rachel Hollis | Tiffany O'Donnell | Emily Comer | Amy Eaton | Bobbi Segura

Women Lead Change
With the mission of developing, advancing and
promoting women, their organizations and
impacting the economy, Women Lead Change
means business. That is the business imperative of
advancing women leaders at all levels. Our laser
focus on workforce development viewed through a
gender lens is evident in annual programming and
education designed to be tactical for individuals and
strategic for organizations.
Women Lead Change began 12 years ago with a
women’s leadership conference, and has now grown
to host five annual conferences across Iowa featuring
internationally-known keynote speakers and
hands-on breakout sessions led by local experts. The
Central Iowa Conference returns on Oct. 9-10, 2019.

2019 signaled expansion and immense future
growth beyond Iowa's borders with the launch of
the Ascent Leadership Program, a 12-month virtual
class focusing on leadership development and
designed to advance mid-level, high potential
women leaders.
Women Lead Change is honored to lead the
Women of Achievement Awards as the humble
shepherd of the Iowa Women of Achievement
Bridge. We continue to partner with key
stakeholders on valuable research projects and
encourage participation in the EPIC Corporate
Challenge and Women Connect programs.

WLCglobal.org. | info@wlcglobal.org
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Franke Miller Group
Deniz Franke

CEO, PARTNER

Bianca Rowland

What does it mean to be a mentor? Who do you
turn to for advice? I believe a good mentor should
always be leading by example. If you help others
through their struggles, it will help you become a
more successful person. I always refer back to the
Golden Rule, do onto others as you would have
done onto you. Currently I am mentoring my
daughter in this business day in and day out and I
believe by working together, not only helps myself
succeed but it helps her succeed as well. I turn to
my team, my husband and my kids for advice
because through all of them I get different
perspectives that help me figure out how I will
handle decisions in my life.

CLIENT RELATIONSHIP MANAGER

What is the best advice you can give to your
entrepreneurs in the city? The best advice I’d give
to young entrepreneurs is the same I’d give to
anyone, NEVER give up. You have to work hard to
be successful, nothing is handed to you on a silver
platter and don’t expect it either. Always be open
to advice from others and continuously learn from
them and their experiences.
What motivates you? Every single day in this
country motivates me. I thank God for each and
every day. There are so many opportunities available
here that can bring you success and challenges, you
just have to believe in yourself, stay positive, be
healthy and be an encouraging example to others.

Franke Miller Group
Ameriprise Private Wealth Advisory Practice

515.309.0043
2600 Westown Pkwy Ste. 210
West Des Moines, IA 50266

2600 Westown Parkway, Suite 210 | West Des Moines | (515) 309-0043 ext. 187 | denizfranke.com
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Iowa Home Care
Kimberly Weber

OWNER

Kimberly Weber’s dream to provide a costeffective healthcare solution that allowed
individuals to enjoy the comfort, joys and security
of their own homes, turned into a reality 15 years
ago. The purpose was simple albeit challenging,
but with Kim’s passion, dedication, drive, and
more than 400 committed nurses and healthcare
providers, Iowa Home Care has become a top
choice for in-home healthcare throughout Iowa.
In Kim’s own words, “Home healthcare is the
solution to many of today’s healthcare
deficiencies.” Those suffering from age-related
health decline, disabilities, injuries and even
mental health-related issues can benefit from the
expertise provided by the Iowa Home Care team.
This team consists of nursing, physical therapy,
occupational therapy, speech therapy, medical
social work, home health aides and an
administrative team dedicated to ensuring every
patient has a voice and their care needs are not
only met, but their self-love is restored.
Kim affirms “Rest assured when in Iowa Home
Care’s hands, you will receive expert care with
compassion and love. We remain honored and
privileged to be considered the ongoing leader in
home healthcare services.”

For the love of home
2500 University Avenue | West Des Moines
(515) 222-9995 | iowahomecare.com
Iowa Home Care, LLC. has locations in West Des Moines,
Marshalltown, Boone, Fort Dodge, Ottumwa and Knoxville.
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Cindy's Boutique

AKS Farms

Cindy Lane |

Alexis Scott | OWNER

OWNER

I have been the proud owner of Cindy’s
Boutique for 21 years and my greatest
success is empowering women to look
and feel fantastic through fashion.
Shopping at Cindy’s is a fun and
memorable experience, and if we can
put a smile on another woman’s face,
we are fulfilled. I surround myself with a
great team of awesome women who
love clothes and love people.
Every day, we deliver on our promise:
to provide unmatched service and help
customers create the perfect look.

What does it mean to be a mentor? Who do you turn to for advice? Mentoring,
for me, revolves around four core values: honesty, loyalty, love and faith. I strive to
provide my clients and students with a safe space to explore their goals, ideas and
abilities. It is important they feel valued and inspired to do the same for others. I’m
fortunate enough to still be able to work with my original coach and trainer, Lyric
Laughlin-Phillips, and she’s who I turn to for advice.
What was the biggest challenge you had to face? The biggest challenge I had
and continue to face is garnering the same recognition as my male counterparts in
a male dominated industry. I jumped right in to operating on my own as a trainer
and instructor, rather than working for someone else and gaining notoriety that
way. It’s taken a long time, but the love I have for the process of developing true
knowledgeable riders and seeing them reach their goals makes it all worth it!
Share your favorite quote or words you live by. “If you have a dream, ﬁght for it.
There’s a discipline for passion; and it’s not about how many times you get
rejected or you fall down or you’re beaten up. It’s about how many times you
stand up and are brave and you keep on going.” - Lady Gaga

114 5th Street | West Des Moines
(515) 274-0118
Follow us on

@CindysBoutiqueVJ

8984 Blue Street | Norwalk | (515) 371-5073 | aksfarmsllc.com
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L-R: Kelly Verwers Meyers, Susan Cameron Daemen

(L-R) Kelly Verwers Meyers, Susan
Cameron Daemen

GovCom, Inc.

Trixies

Susan Cameron Daemen | PRESIDENT
Kelly Verwers Meyers | SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Tricia Rivas |

What motivates you? Susan: The challenge of helping our clients to achieve their
goals and protecting their businesses from burdensome regulations and mandates.
Working successfully on legislative issues that are critical to our clients and our state.
Knowing our efforts result in meaningful laws that positively impact the lives of Iowans.
What is the most critical talent you possess in your role? Kelly: As an attorney
working in government relations, listening to fully understand all sides of an issue;
thinking critically and being thorough on every project; and above all, maintaining
my integrity and credibility with clients and decision-makers.
How do you define success? Susan: Balance between a successful career and family
life. As a woman in business, it is sometimes difficult to achieve both without guilt.
There were times when I was starting my business that I had to remind myself to
prioritize my family. Work was demanding and energized me, but I wanted to be
there for my daughter as she was growing up. When I learned it was okay to
delegate and trust others in business, I became a better professional and mother.
Success is the sum total of a life fulfilled.

OWNER

Best advice to young entrepreneurs?
You’re not everyone’s cup of tea. In my
case, whiskey! Lol and you’re not
supposed to be. Stay true to your
purpose, mission and passion. Those that
are meant to be in your tribe will follow.
Do you mentor any women?
Yes, I mentor women starting their own
businesses. It brings me so much joy
seeing them excited to be following
their dreams. Especially those that have
had this dream for many years and
finally see their worth in putting it out in
the universe.
Words you live by?
Live the life you’ve imagined.

Susan: (515) 480-4401 | Kelly: (515) 314-7721

6209 SE 14th Street | Des Moines

susan@govcomiowa.com | kelly@govcomiowa.com | govcomiowa.com

(515) 287-4220 | trixiessalon.com
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Anani Salon & Spa Pillar part of Accenture Industry X.0
Abbey Lytle |

OWNER

Why is it important to support women in
business and women-owned businesses?
Women are consistently underestimated
so it’s important women drive change and
show why we’re strong, successful leaders.
The key to women’s empowerment is
economic empowerment.
What’s the best advice you can give to
young entrepreneurs in the city?
Women are encouraged to view
ambition differently, but my dad, a
teacher and coach, instilled in me a
relentless drive, competitive spirit and
understanding that goals aren’t singularly
accomplished. Work hard, push limits but
take care of yourself. Approach decisions
with strategy and compassion. Challenge
and break expectations to clear the field
for other women.

Kelley McManus |

MARKET CURATOR

What motivates you? Growth of people, really, people in general. I gain tons of
energy and happiness by supporting others’ professional and personal growth. I’m
currently leading the launch of a new location for our business in Chicago, which
allows me to do so much of what motivates me.
What keeps you excited about your work after 30 years in the business? After
years working at corporations, my excitement reignited when I joined Pillar and
was encouraged to break down corporate barriers and focus on my passions.
There was a lot of nervousness leaving what I knew, but the new opportunities
fueled me. Now, as Pillar joins Industry X.0, I’m experiencing a lot of that again. I
had hesitations about joining another corporation, but we’re in a great situation to
maintain our small company culture and drive, with new opportunities to solve
client challenges with cool, cutting-edge technologies.
Share words to live by. Life is too short not to be happy.

2505 SW White Birch Drive, Suite G | Ankeny

The Forge by Accenture Industry X.0

(515) 965-0093 | ananisalonandspa.com

1420 Locust Street, Suite 200 | Des Moines | pillartechnology.com

