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n this supplement, you will meet
30 special Virginia lawyers – accomplished men and women who
have improved the legal profession in
Virginia and left their individual marks
in the law of the commonwealth.
They are the Class of 2019 of
the Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame,
brought to you by Virginia Lawyers
Weekly.
During the course of each year,
Virginia Lawyers Weekly celebrates
leading lawyers who set the standard
for other lawyers in our Leaders in the
Law program. We honor promising
younger lawyers, or those within 10
years of their bar admission, with the
Up & Coming Lawyers awards.
And we salute law firm support
personnel with our Unsung Legal
Heroes program.
The Hall of Fame honors senior
lawyers – those age 60 or older.
Criteria for selection to the Hall
include career accomplishments,
contributions to the development of
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the law in Virginia, contributions to
the bar and to the commonwealth
and efforts to improve the quality of
justice in Virginia.
We were very pleased with the
many nominations we received and
the excellence of the class of 2019.
We look forward to next year’s Hall of
Fame event already.
Note that we added a category
this year, with posthumous honors
for outstanding lawyers who are no
longer with us, but whose example
and fine work lives on and deserves
celebration.
The Class of 2019 was honored at
a special ceremony at The John Marshall in downtown Richmond May 21.
To the members of the class, we
are so proud to share your accomplishments with the legal community
and we give you our heartiest congratulations!
Paul E. Fletcher
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Everette G. “Buddy” Allen (1940-2017)
A celebrated commercial litigator based in Richmond,
Buddy Allen’s experience as a scholarship student and outstanding athlete
inspired a strong personal investment in his
undergraduate alma mater, Randolph Macon College.

E

verette G. “Buddy” Allen Jr., 1940
– 2017, was a devoted family man
and true commercial litigator who
deeply valued his legal and educational
communities.
Buddy grew up in Highland Park in
the 1950s, honing his athletic and leadership skills first at Hotchkiss Field and
later at John Marshall High School. He
graduated from John Marshall in 1958,
and attended Randolph-Macon College
on a full academic scholarship. Buddy
developed an unparalleled love for the
school, graduating Phi Beta Kappa in
1962 after starring in multiple sports.
Buddy continued his education at
the University of Virginia law school,
graduating in 1965. Despite offers from
New York firms, Buddy returned home
for a wildly successful legal career,
spanning more than 50 years with stops
at McGuire Woods, Hirschler Fleisher
and LeClairRyan. Buddy developed an
impeccable reputation as a Richmond
lawyer, earning the respect and admira-

LeClairRyan
Richmond

tion of all he encountered, including clients, co-workers and even adversaries.
Buddy received countless awards and
recognitions, from inclusion in the Best
Lawyers in America, beginning with its
first edition in 1983 and appearing every
year thereafter, to his election into the
American College of Trial Lawyers
in 1987. He mentored many young
attorneys who now hold high-level legal
positions throughout Richmond.
A visible member of the Central
Virginia community, Buddy had a keen
appreciation for the impact of education
and philanthropy on his own life, and
he contributed to several organizations
in many ways. He focused much of his
effort on academic institutions, allowing
him to effect change for the benefit of
elementary and college students. His
notable generosity extended to a variety
of beneficiaries, none more so than
Randolph-Macon College. At the school,
he and his wife, Ann Southall Allen,
created an athletic endowment, funded a

full scholarship program to a select group
of students annually and led initiatives to
raise funds for Crenshaw Gymnasium, the
Brock Recreation Center and the Yellow
Jacket Fund. In 2015, he and Ann were
honored as Philanthropists of the Year
by the Central Virginia Chapter of the
Association of Fundraising Professionals
for their financial contributions to his alma
mater. In addition, Buddy served as a
former member of the Randolph-Macon
College Board of Trustees, and in 1997,
he was elected to the second class of the
Randolph-Macon Athletic Hall of Fame
(his first Hall of Fame).
“Summing up Buddy’s career is
difficult -- not only because we lost
him too soon but because he was so
much more than a great lawyer,” stated
LeClairRyan co-founder Gary LeClair
and CEO C. Erik Gustafson in a joint
letter in support of his nomination. “He
was the type of attorney who made the
work look fun.”
-- Everette G. Allen III

Thomas L. Appler

F

or five decades, Tom Appler’s practice has been an eclectic combination of commercial and tort litigation,
including professional liability, products
liability and insurance coverage. His
leadership included a two-year stint as
chair of the Boyd-Graves Conference.
Growing up:
A large part of my youth was devoted
to team sports: Football, basketball and
baseball, in that order of importance.
Early reviews:
A bright, energetic, athletic boy with a
sweet singing voice, though perhaps a
bit “active,” as they say.
Mentoring efforts:
I have tried to lead by example and
have been pleased by the outstanding
progress and attainments of several
young lawyers with whom I worked. Because I enjoyed, and benefited from it,
I also encouraged participation in state
and local bar organizations by them.

Nolan & Mroz PLC
Dunn Loring
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Professional accomplishment:
There are two: Sufficiently impressing
E. Waller Dudley to hire me despite my
very average college and law school
record and being selected as a fellow of

the American College of Trial Lawyers.
Personal accomplishment:
Fostering a valuable and enduring marriage and life with my wife Nancy (who
deserves most of the credit).
My first job:
My first real job was a two-year stint
as a civilian management intern in the
Department of the Army. It included
a legal position at the Army Surgeon
General’s office that stimulated my
interest in medical-legal matters and
confirmed my interest in being a trial
lawyer.
My biggest challenge:
Understanding (and accepting) the reality that some high-volume institutional
clients care a lot less about outcomes
than about the processes and costs of
litigation.
I might have been:
I would have said physician, until I spent
a weekend my college sophomore year
at Harvard Med school and realized I
was far too lazy to pursue that level of
effort. Ultimately, I’ve always said, if I
got disbarred, I’d try singing for a living!

Guilty pleasure:
Chocolate ice cream and hot fudge
sundaes.
Favorite getaway:
Harbour Island, a very small island in the
Bahamas which was the original colonial
capital of the Bahamas. With no high-rises, and only modest development, it’s a
wonderful combination of the English
and native cultures and traditions.
My next act:
Two things: I hope to study and spend
time listening to opera and to sing in a
small, mixed-voice ensemble again.
You don’t know:
1. I spent 20+ years singing in a mostly-lawyer bluegrass group, the highlight
of which was performing in a 10-day
exchange trip to Berlin, though bluegrass is very far from my favorite music.
(I spend nearly a night a week at local
piano bars)
2. Despite my “relaxed” approach to
studying most of my college career,
I actually quit playing football my
freshman year after I was admitted to a
select small singing group, the Tigertones, because I was worried about
having enough time to study!

valawyersweekly.com

45 years of excellence

Terrence R. Batzli

T

erry Batzli has been a leading Richmond-area family lawyer for many
years. A fellow of both the American and
International Academies of Matrimonial
Lawyers, he chaired the board of the Family
Law Section of the Virginia State Bar.
Growing up:
I was born in Youngstown, Ohio, in
1946. Started college at age 17 and
“retired” after one semester. Began
work in a steel mill in 1965. I was drafted
for Vietnam in 1966; completed Officer
Candidate School and was commissioned a second Lieutenant in 1967, at
age 20. Met my bride while in OCS.
Mentoring efforts:
I have always tried to provide actual trial
experience to younger lawyers. I preached
the importance of client development for
40 years, emphasizing the need to create
one’s own “book of business.”
Professional accomplishment:
Being voted by my peers the number

one lawyer in Virginia, including all
specialties, in 2015, 2016 and 2017 by
SuperLawyers.
Personal accomplishment:
My family. I have two wonderful children,
an awesome son and daughter-in-law,
four “superstar” grandchildren, and a wife
of 50 years come August. She has tried
to keep me on the “straight and narrow”
with moderate success. I could not have
accomplished this without her.
My first job:
I worked for James M. Minor Jr. at
Minor, Saunders and Benedetti. Jim
taught me to dot my i’s and cross my t’s.
I also learned the importance of client
development, having all of four clients
after five years working for Jim.
My biggest challenge:
Starting a job in Richmond in 1975, a
northerner with a “Z” in my last name.
My background made me “foreign” to
old Richmond. The first step was strik-

ing “youse guys” from my vocabulary.
I might have been:
Plan “B” was to earn an MBA at UVa.
Guilty pleasure:
Chocolate mousse pie.
Favorite getaway:
In retirement, it’s become my “back porch.”
My next act:
To be a dive boat captain in the
Cayman Islands.
You don’t know:
My GPA at Youngstown State in
1964 was 0.8, resulting in my forced
“retirement” from college. Working in
a steel mill taught me the importance
of an education. Spending four years
in the military allowed me to finally
understand the importance of applying
oneself in everyday life, not to mention
paying for my education. My undergrad
GPA at UR in 1973 was 3.6.

Batzli Mediations
Richmond

David P. Bobzien (1946-2018)
David Bobzien, the longtime county attorney in Fairfax,
served as president of the Virginia State Bar in 2004-5.
He also led the Local Government Attorneys group,
Virginia CLE and the Virginia Law Foundation.

D

Fairfax County Attorney
Fairfax
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avid Bobzien left us on Dec. 30,
2018, after a battle with leukemia.
His legal career was marked with success and accomplishment. He served
his country as an Army JAG officer.
After a stint in private practice and at
the office of Professional Responsibility in the U.S Department of Justice,
David became the County Attorney
for Fairfax County and served during
years. of great growth in both population and legal disputes.
David was the epitome of the citizen-lawyer envisioned by our founding
fathers. He also more than satisfied
each of the criterion for the Virginia
Lawyers Hall of Fame. He will always
be known as the dean of local government attorneys, having served 23 years
as the county attorney of Fairfax. He
made a lasting mark on the legal field
across Virginia by serving as president
of the Virginia State Bar, president of

the Virginia Law Foundation and, for
many years, chairman of Virginia CLE.
He also served as president of the Local Government Attorneys of Virginia
and the Fairfax Law Foundation. He
was a Virginia Delegate to the ABA
House of Delegates and served on
their Commission of Domestic and
Sexual Violence. He was a quiet and
dignified leader who could disagree
without ever being disagreeable.
He was devoted to his family and
his church and was never thought to be
doing anything but the “right thing” in
all of his endeavors.
David’s contributions to the profession, the development of the law, to
the bar, and the commonwealth and
his efforts to increase access to justice
are well known to most of Virginia’s
lawyers.
What is not so well known is
the great contribution he made to

our profession as president and
respected leader of the Virginia Law
Foundation and Virginia CLE. There
were many lawyers whose efforts
took the law foundation from being
Virginia’s best kept secret to an organization whose future is brighter than
ever imagined. There were many
that made valuable contributions in
the eight-year effort to complete the
reorganization of the two organizations, but David Bobzien was the
lynchpin to this monumental task.
He left our profession with an
incredible opportunity for the Virginia Law Foundation to become the
jewel of Virginia’s legal community by
enhancing its ability to contribute to
the profession, the development of the
law, the bar and the commonwealth,
and to increase access to Justice thru
the Virginia Law Foundation.
— Irving Blank

valawyersweekly.com

Jeffrey A. Breit

J

effrey Breit has a well-earned
reputation as a leading Virginia trial
attorney. As VTLA president, he helped
win an increase in the medical malpractice cap. He helped fishermen achieve
a $1.24 billion settlement after the
Deepwater Horizon disaster.
Growing up:
I grew up in Virginia Beach mostly,
although my earliest childhood is in
Norfolk. My father was a trial lawyer and
my three brothers all went to school
thinking we might be lawyers. Three of
us became lawyers.
Early reviews:
I was a mischievous, talkative child, but
– underlying – a sweet boy (said my
mom).
Mentoring efforts:
I have been a law professor for 12
years at William & Mary where I have
headed the trial team for 12 years and

teach trial practice. I taught evidence
at Harvard for three years and at
Columbia in New York for one year.
My mentees were: Josh Whitley,
Kevin Biniazan, Jaksy Bilsborrow and
Michael Collett.

with money had the additional reward
of self-worth and pride that I had a job
like my friends.

Professional accomplishment:
Being on the trial team for the BP
case after being appointed to the
plaintiff’s steering committee and receiving the 2019 Virginia Trial Lawyers
Association’s Distinguished Service
Award.

I might have been:
In a rock and roll band.

Personal accomplishment:
Four fascinating and delightful children.
My first job:
I was a dishwasher at age 12, and a
short order cook at age 13 at Lee’s Jet
Lounge in Virginia Beach. Hard work to
put money in my pocket gave me some
pride. All my friends had to do it if they
wanted spending money. I realized a job

Breit Cantor Grana Buckner
Norfolk

Making a
difference.
We are proud to support the Virginia
Lawyers Weekly Hall of Fame and celebrate
the achievements of James C. Roberts
and all of the Class of 2019 honorees.

troutman.com
Troutman Sanders LLP

My biggest challenge:
Balancing life, family and work.

Guilty pleasure:
Air guitar listening to Santana or
Clapton.
Favorite getaway:
Islands of Hawaii.
My next act:
Teach and play with grandchildren or
be chief of staff for the President of the
United States.
You don’t know:
I am a sucker for romantic comedies, and
I have spent 50 years of my life surfing.

James E. Brydges Jr.

A

past president of the Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys, Jim
Brydges handles all manner of insurance
defense work, including motor vehicle accidents, transportation and construction
claims, products liability and employment
disputes.
Growing up:
I grew up in Lynchburg. My father
was drafted into the Army and served
in the Pacific. He was gone for three
years. My grandfather was president
of a family paper mill in Big Island. He
owned some acreage on Boonsboro
Road and I spent a lot of time roaming
the property, swimming in the pond
and letting my imagination take me
where it would.
Early reviews:
A good student, not troublesome.

Mentoring efforts:
Over the years, I’ve had a lot of young
lawyers who worked for me and I always
enjoyed working with them. I hope they
enjoyed the experience as well and
profited from it.
Professional accomplishment:
After more than 50 years as an attorney,
I hope I set some examples for those
who practiced alongside me.
Personal accomplishment:
A marriage that has lasted 51 years and
counting: two children and our four
happy, loving grandchildren.
My first job:
My first job was working in a Mobil gas
service station. I learned that I didn’t want
to own a service station, but I also learned
that it is important to serve the public.

My biggest challenge:
The balance of practicing the profession of law and managing the business
of law.
I might have been:
I would have loved to have been a
sports announcer or second baseman
for the New York Yankees.
Guilty pleasure:
My wife’s homemade cream puffs.
Favorite getaway:
Hilton Head, South Carolina
My next act:
Enjoying retirement, visiting my grandchildren and learning to paint.
You don’t know:
Some things are better left unsaid…

TaylorWalker
Norfolk

Peter C. Burnett

P

eter Burnett is that unusual combination of a highly successful trial
lawyer who is also a civic champion in
his community. He has taken a leadership role in countless Leesburg projects,
including the acclaimed reconstruction of
the county courthouse.
Growing up:
I grew up on the coast of Maine as the
second of five children. I spent a lot
of time around boats and was smart
enough to figure out hauling lobsters in
the winter was not an attractive form of
employment.
Early reviews:
As I was quick to complete assignments, my teachers soon learned to
keep me busy in other ways so that I did
not distract my fellow classmates.
Mentoring efforts:
Our firm has rented space to young
lawyers over the years where they had
day to day access to the advice and
counsel of older, experienced attorneys.

Burnett & Williams
Leesburg
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Professional accomplishment:
Establishing the first personal injury
specialty practice in Loudoun County. When I acquired the Burnett &

Williams office building over 35 years
ago, an older lawyer told me I made a
big mistake because no one would go
several blocks from the courthouse to
see a lawyer. More importantly, he said,
a Yankee (even “damn Yankee”) outsider
would never be able to build a successful practice in Loudoun County. I am
pleased to have proven him wrong on
both counts.
Personal accomplishment:
It starts with my wonderful children and
lovely wife. I can ask for nothing more.
Life has been exceedingly good to me.
My first job:
At age eight, I started delivering
newspapers in sub-zero weather at 5
a.m., six days per week. I did it for five
years. I learned consistency, discipline, a
little money management and, most of
all, that there had to be better jobs out
there.
My biggest challenge:
The constant dynamic tension between a personal injury client getting a
solid, adequate settlement and a trial
lawyer’s desire to “knock one out of the
park” has been a challenge throughout
my career.

I might have been:
Given my interest in and history of
building, restoring and even moving
buildings, I think being an architect
would be my most likely choice.
Guilty pleasure:
There are few things more pleasurable
for me than slipping away to my home
in Maine and heading out to explore
Maine’s seemingly endless coast in my
antique lobster boat.
Favorite getaway:
Just about any place on salt water.
My next act:
Spending more time with my grandchildren, designing and building a few
more interesting buildings, making more
furniture for family and friends and,
perhaps most importantly, finding a
way to be more generous to my fellow
human beings and inspiring others to do
the same.
You don’t know:
As a result of a comment by retired
Judge Robert Harris, I named my boat
“Gracious Plenty,” a truly Southern colloquialism. Also, I try to keep the secret
that I am an aspiring furniture maker.

valawyersweekly.com

Richard Cullen

R

ichard Cullen has guided the transformation of McGuireWoods from a
Richmond law office into a multi-faceted
firm with a worldwide presence, while
handling the highest of high-profile
clients in complex legal matters.
Growing up:
I grew up in Staunton, as the youngest
of three children. I was a sports nut.
Early reviews:
“Talkative enough to be a lawyer.”
Mentoring efforts:
At McGuireWoods, we work in teams
so the more senior lawyers have
constant interaction with younger ones.

There are many ways we try to mentor
and develop them.

I might have been:
A coach.

Professional accomplishment:
Helping lead McGuireWoods.

Guilty pleasure:
Breyer’s ice cream.

Personal accomplishment:
With their mother, I raised four great
children.

Favorite getaway:
Virginia Beach or the Shenandoah Valley.

My first job:
I was a plumber’s helper in Staunton. I
learned the wisdom and grit possessed
by laborers, many with little education.
My biggest challenge:
Learning how to manage talented,
strong-willed partners.

My next act:
Maybe teaching
You don’t know:
I was born in Brooklyn and I played
college football at Furman.
I might have been:
A coach.

McGuireWoods
Richmond

Lawrence D. Diehl

L

arry Diehl is a widely recognized
authority on family law in Virginia,
having contributed to the drafting and
enactment of many state statutes governing divorce practice. He generously
shares his expertise through leadership
and education.
Growing up:
I grew up in Teaneck, New Jersey, and
my father was a singer on Broadway.
I played in a rock band in high school
and played background on one of the
worst hit songs every made: The 1966
novelty, “They’re Coming to Take
Me Away, Ha-Haaa!” by Napoleon
XIV. It actually was banned in NYC
for allegedly being offensive to local
mental institutions, although it was
actually about a dog being taken from
the owner. I laugh at it now as making
me imminently qualified to be a family
law attorney.
Early reviews:
Good student, good athlete.

Mentoring efforts:
I have lectured for over 20 years at
CLEs on many topics including an
annual legislative summary each year.
Professional accomplishment:
• Lifetime Achievement Award by the
Virginia State Bar Family Law Section
in 2000.
• Authoring many statutes having an
impact on family law ranging from the
equitable distribution statue, child and
spousal support and many others. Helping
families through the stress of family law
matters. Co-author since 1991 of Virginia’s
leading treatise on family law: “Virginia
Family Law: Theory and Practice.”
Personal accomplishment:
Being a good husband to my wife and
a good uncle to many of my nieces and
nephews.
My first job:
Washed dishes at Boy Scout camp in
the 1960s. I learned hard work pays off.

My biggest challenge:
Helping families put aside their differences for the sake of working together
for their children, which impacts on the
future development of children in family
law matters.
I might have been:
A musician.
Guilty pleasure:
Snorkeling- love it.
Favorite getaway:
Antigua in the Caribbean, at “Galley
Bay” resort.
My next act:
Travel to places I have not yet been to.
You don’t know:
See above about my playing on
“They’re Coming to Take Me Away
Ha-Haaa!”
I love my two Boston Terrier dogs
(Beanie and Piper).

Barnes & Diehl
Richmond
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Jeanne F. Franklin

J

eanne Franklin is one of the state’s
leaders in alternative dispute resolution. She was the second woman to
serve as president of the Virginia Bar
Association and has chaired the VBA
Committee on the Needs of the Mentally Disabled.
Growing up:
I grew up in an almost-bucolic small
town on the outskirts of New York City.
Both parents had grown up in the city
and we often went in and out of the
city for family visits. I was the youngest of four children. My father was a
hard-working attorney who commuted
daily into NYC for work and who loved
Shakespeare, history and rescuing
strange dogs from the dog shelters. My
mother was a former French teacher,
avid reader and a hard-working volunteer in church and other community
groups. She was a reserved person, a
devoted mother who ran a very tight
ship, and she encouraged us to entertain ourselves.

Franklin Solutions
Arlington

Mentoring efforts:
I am happy to share information and
advice with anyone who asks and like to
assist lawyers looking for career tips and
advice - particularly younger women
lawyers. Over time, I gradually realized
that we all often have an effect or influ-

ence on someone else in the profession,
sometimes even when we are totally
unaware of it.
Early reviews:
We had K-8 (no middle school), but
teachers’ impressions would likely have
been the same throughout: Shy but
seemingly happy; conscientious or
dutiful.

non-lawyers as part of teams to make
a significant difference. Examples are
the restoration of Chippewa federal
treaty fishing rights in Lake Superior,
and treatment program implemented
nationally, or even Virginia’s medical
privacy law, pre-dating HIPAA, and a
tool for all future deliberations in Virginia regarding safeguarding medical
information.

Personal accomplishment:
With my husband, raising and maintaining an active family of strong, individual
personalities. We have three offspring,
their spouses, and nine grandchildren.

I might have been:
In theater or journalism.

My first job:
I worked as a summer receptionist in
the office of a young doctor who had
come from the Netherlands. I learned to
persist in learning and keep my cool.

Favorite getaway:
East Beach – three miles of relatively
empty, pristine state beach in Rhode
Island.

My biggest challenge:
Balancing my home and work life.
Wanting to do a good job at everything
I did and do well by all to whom I was
responsible. I always feared messing up
at one end or the other.
Professional accomplishment:
I would like to believe that my work
contributed to the concept of how
lawyers work with others including

Guilty pleasure:
Yellow layer cake with chocolate icing.

My next act:
Write! Serve causes like mental health
and strengthening peaceful communications and problem-solving. Become
relaxed.
You don’t know:
I flunked my first try at the New Mexico
bar exam by one point after my car
broke down in a remote part of the New
Mexico desert on my way to take the
exam the next day.

Richard S. Glasser (1941-2019)
Richard Glasser filed one of the first asbestos cases in Virginia in 1976,
and he spent his career seeking recovery for injured workers and their families.
He also was the long-serving president
of the Virginia Trial Lawyers Foundation.

R

Glasser and Glasser
Norfolk
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ichard Glasser was a man of great
style and even greater substance.
He was a true gentleman and could
always be counted on for a smile, a
helping hand and unwavering honesty.
Richard graduated with distinction
from the University of Virginia in 1962,
and from the University of Virginia law
school in 1965. He joined the family
firm of Glasser and Glasser that same
year, focusing on real estate and business transactions. Some people chafe
at the expectation of going into the
family business, but not Richard – he
loved practicing law and excelled at it
for 54 years. In 1976, Richard assisted
Gene Locks, an attorney from Philadelphia, in the filing of the first Virginia
asbestos case, one of the first in the
country. Richard dedicated the next 43
years of his law practice to representing
asbestos workers and their families. In
1978, he obtained what was then the
highest asbestos litigation jury verdict
in the United States. He and other as-

bestos plaintiffs’ attorneys successfully
lobbied the Virginia General Assembly
to amend Virginia Code § 8.01-249
as it relates to the accrual of actions
for victims of asbestos related injuries,
which was signed by then-Gov. Chuck
Robb in 1985. Richard’s work on behalf
of those injured by exposure to asbestos
garnered him the Virginia Trial Lawyers
Association’s Courageous Advocacy
Award, presented to him in 1987.
Richard took pride in the growth
and success of the family business,
which at the time of his death employed 22 attorneys, over 200 staff, and
had offices in Norfolk and Northern
Virginia. Under his leadership Glasser
and Glasser has successfully represented thousands of individuals who
were injured or who died as a result of
their asbestos exposure. As the firm’s
managing partner, he oversaw the
huge expansion of the firm’s creditors’
rights practice, which has become an
industry leader.

Richard was a long-time member of
the VTLA and of the Virginia Trial Lawyers Foundation, serving as president
from 2012-2018; the Tidewater Chapter
of the Federal Bar Association, of which
he was president from 1984-1985; the
American Board of Trial Attorneys; the
American Bar Association; the American Association of Justice; and the
Norfolk-Portsmouth Bar Association.
He was a Fellow of the Virginia Law
Foundation and a certified mediator
with The McCammon Group. Over
the years he was both author and speaker on various legal topics and was listed
in Best Lawyers in America since 1987.
He had an AV Peer Review Rating by
Martindale Hubbell since 1984.
Richard was dedicated to his family
and his community. His sense of community was reflected in his generous
contributions of his time to charitable,
cultural and civic organizations. He was
a leader in every sense of the word.
- Tobie Serafim

valawyersweekly.com

Allen C. Goolsby

A

llen Goolsby literally wrote the
book on corporate law in Virginia;
he has practiced at Hunton Andrews
Kurth for 50 years. A former VBA
president, he also served on the Board
of Governors of the American Bar
Association.
Professional accomplishment:
Being the principal draftsman of the
1984 revision of the Virginia Stock
Corporation Act and also of the 2019
revision of that Act.
Mentoring efforts:
I always tried to promote the importance
of being active in the bar and in the community and not just practicing law.

Growing up:
I am a Richmond native. My father died
when I was 17. I had an amazing mother.
Someone I never met paid my way so I
could attend Yale.

My biggest challenge:
A lousy memory.

Early reviews:
Disorganized but conscientious.

Guilty pleasure:
UVA basketball and red wine.

Personal accomplishment:
Practicing law with the same team for
more than 50 years.

Favorite getaway:
The golf course.

My first job:
I was in the U.S. Navy. I learned that life
is hard for a lot of people.

I might have been:
Would have gone to business school.

My next act:
I wish I knew.
You don’t know:
I taught Virginia history at Albert Hill Middle School, and I’ve run five marathons.

Hunton Andrews Kurth
Richmond

A Gentleman Lawyer for
more than a half-century.
Roberts Moore exemplifies the best of what it means to be a Virginia lawyer, adhering
to the highest levels of professionalism, ethics, and courtesy. An aggressive litigator,
Roberts never allowed the heat of the courtroom to interfere with his professional
judgment or treatment of others. He has been a fearless advocate who never
backed down from an unpopular cause and has not hesitated to challenge
existing law when it led to an unjust result. In doing so, he has changed the law
to better protect the most vulnerable among us.
There are far too many accolades for this great man, from his appointment
as the very first chairman of the VSB MCLE Committee, to being awarded
the Roanoke Bar Association’s Bo Rogers Lifetime Achievement Award, with
fellowships and superlatives galore in between. But it has been his fierce
commitment to equal justice and access to justice, his keen intellect, and
his skill and compassion that make him truly remarkable.
All of us at Gentry Locke Rakes & Moore are tremendously proud
of Roberts. We are grateful for the ways he improved laws, lives,
and our firm.

Roanoke | Lynchburg | Richmond | gentrylocke.com

Larry Harley

L

arry Harley has spent his career in the
legal aid community, helping to make
Southwest Virginia Legal Aid one of the
preeminent rural legal aid programs in
the country. He is a former member of
the Virginia Supreme Court’s Access to
Justice Commission.
Growing up:
I was born in Texas, but moved to Clinton,
Tennessee, when I was a young child. Virginia quickly began to feel like my home
state soon after starting my freshman year
at Emory & Henry College in 1969. My
father was a chemical engineer and my
mother eventually worked in a crafts business and a yogurt shop. My wife, Jean, has
a master’s degree from the University of
Virginia and has spent the majority of her
career working as a guidance counselor in
both public and private schools.

Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
Marion

Early reviews:
Teachers knew they could count on
me to do my homework and to respect
their authority. Teachers would also have
noticed that I cared about the equal
treatment of all students, regardless of
their economic backgrounds.
Mentoring efforts:
Part of my job was to serve as mentor

to our new attorneys. Over my nearly
40 years with legal aid the number
of mentees who were a part of my
life seemed to multiply exponentially.
Teaching new attorneys the substantive
law was never the most difficult part of
serving as mentor. It was teaching the
“counselor” part of “attorney and counselor at law” that presented the greatest
challenges.
Professional accomplishment:
Working to see that all people are
assured “equal justice under law,”
regardless of their social standing, is a
conservative bedrock foundation of our
nation.
Personal accomplishment:
If my family and friends look back at my
life and think that I was a considerate
and loyal person then my accomplishments will have been beyond measure
and my legacy reflected in their lives.
My first job:
Working as a cook at a Shoney’s restaurant in Knoxville. I learned from that job,
as well as the farmworker summer job I
had for three years while in college, that
most hourly wage workers are vastly
underappreciated in our culture.

My biggest challenge:
Helping others to see that the lack of
availability of legal representation in civil
cases for low-income people is not a
“legal aid problem,” it is a challenge for
our society and the legal profession as
a whole.
I might have been:
I would have wanted to be a veterinarian or a college administrator.
Guilty pleasure:
I enjoy peanut butter and chocolate
in most any combination, and get a
thrill out playing my 12-string guitar
with people who are much more highly
skilled musicians than I.
Favorite getaway:
I enjoy most any beach.
My next act:
Traveling with my wife and working
part-time in the private practice of law.
You don’t know:
Over the summer of 2018, a friend
and I rode our fully-loaded touring
bicycles from Anacortes, Washington,
to Bar Harbor, Maine, an adventure of
4,226 miles.

Blair D. Howard

B

lair Howard is one of Northern
Virginia’s most prominent criminal
defense attorneys. He has handled many
high-profile cases, including the 1994
case defending Lorena Bobbitt. He also
has provided his services in a number of
large cases pro bono.
Growing up:
I grew up in Alexandria. My father was
a noted trial lawyer; he was president of
the Alexandria Bar and member of the
American College of Trial Lawyers. He
was my inspiration and was of immense
help in teaching me the law and preparing me for a career as a trial lawyer. My
first big case was acting as co-counsel
for the Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney who was charged with bribery.
He was acquitted and my father and I
were able to share the emotion and joy
following the verdict.

Howard, Clark and Howard
Warrenton
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Early reviews:
I went to Fork Union Military Academy
and accumulated a number of demerits during my freshman year, which
required a good deal of extra drills. As
a sophomore, I decided that following the rules, shining my shoes, and
being seen but not heard was a better
approach to achieving respect from the

upperclassmen. By my senior year, I was
a high-ranking officer on the Battalion
Staff. In short, I had come full circle.
My first job:
My first job was working construction in
the summer while in school. No matter
how hot the day or difficulty in performing the task at hand, it was important
to finish the job, putting all personal
discomforts aside.
Mentoring efforts:
I often receive calls from young lawyers
who seek advice on how to handle an
issue in an upcoming trial. I always try to
patiently answer their questions and do
my best to point out the strengths and
weaknesses of an approach, based on
the facts of their case.
Professional accomplishment:
I hope that people perceive me to be
fair and honest with the court and the
opposing attorney in my cases. Earning
the trust and respect of other lawyers,
the court, and the jury is one of the
most important qualities that any lawyer
can possess. If you are thorough in your
preparation of the case and make an
honest presentation of the evidence,
you can sometimes overcome eviden-

tiary issues which are adverse to your
position. It takes a lifetime to build a
reputation, but only one intentional misrepresentation to impair one’s integrity
and the confidence of your peers.
Personal accomplishment:
Being elected to the American College
of Trial Lawyers
My biggest challenge:
Defending a career criminal who
disarmed, shot, and killed a deputy while
being taken to the courthouse.
I might have been:
In sales or marketing.
Guilty pleasure:
Overeating at a fabulous steakhouse.
Favorite getaway:
Vail, Colorado.
My next act:
Chase marlin in the summer and ski
Colorado in the winter.
You don’t know:
I feed a wild fox who comes to my back
porch almost every night. He is a beautiful animal and is fascinating to watch.

valawyersweekly.com

La Bravia J. Jenkins

L

a Bravia Jenkins is the Fredericksburg
commonwealth’s attorney, a position she’s held for 11 years. She’s a past
president of the Virginia Association for
Commonwealth’s Attorneys and is active
in numerous associations and organizations benefitting the legal and greater
community.
Growing up:
I am a native Chicagoan who came
to Virginia 32 years ago. My parents
were excellent people who sacrificed
everything for us. They have always
been my role models for many reasons, but I can boast that my father
worked at the same company for
24 years and never missed a day of
work, and my mother was capable of
making everyone who met her love
and admire her.
Early reviews:
I was frequently the child with the answers who never raised her hand in class.

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Fredericksburg

Mentoring efforts:
Perhaps the most vivid memory of an
unwitting mentor relationship is with
a local defense attorney. We both remember a preliminary hearing (perhaps
his first) where I felt compelled to offer
(completely unsolicited) advice about

the art of preliminary hearings from the
defense perspective.

stereotypes. Also establishing work/life
balance is difficult.

Professional accomplishment:
Being elected commonwealth’s attorney
of a small city in Virginia that I had
never heard of for the first half of my
life. Then going on to hold the office
through four elections, three of them
contested, is an enormous accomplishment for a person who had the answers,
but would never raise her hand in class.

I might have been:
Before I became a lawyer, I was an
assistant art director at Encyclopedia
Britannica. I’d like to think I would have
worked my way up to picture editor for
National Geographic.

Personal accomplishment:
I am very proud of my two adult children,
who have made lives for themselves
independent of their parents and who are
no strangers to good decision-making. I
also take credit, along with many others,
for the founding of the Safe Harbor Child
Advocacy Center here in Fredericksburg.
My first job:
I was a summer school cafeteria worker
during the summer before college. It
was then that I realized how hard you
have to work for things that I had previously taken for granted.
My biggest challenge:
Has always been trying to understand
and overcome the instant assumptions
people make about me based on racial

Guilty pleasure:
I love being near water, trying new foods
and watching TV or reading with my husband and Golden doodle, Lizzie, close by.
Favorite getaway:
We have a little house in Colonial
Beach, Virginia. Not on the water,
but close enough to see the Potomac
whenever I look outside. It was built in
the same year that I was born, and contains most of my family’s memorabilia.
My next act:
I would be interested in teaching,
working at a legal clinic, or working as a
guardian ad litem on a part time basis.
You don’t know:
I want to have the best garden in my
neighborhood, and I am willing to put
in the time and effort to achieve it (although so far, it has been slow going!)

SENSEI ENTERPRISES
CONGRATULATES SHARON
NELSON FOR BEING NAMED TO
THE 2019 CLASS OF VIRGINIA
LAWYERS HALL OF FAME!

Chief Justice (ret.) Cynthia D. Kinser

C

ynthia Kinser is the first woman to
serve as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia. Before she went
on the high court, her service included
time as a U.S. magistrate judge and a
term as commonwealth’s attorney.
Growing up:
I spent most of my childhood living on
a farm in Lee County. My father was a
livestock auctioneer, selling purebred and
commercial cattle throughout the eastern
United States, and my mother was a home
economics teacher. I was active in 4-H. My
brother and I showed steers in county and
regional livestock shows. My first airplane
trip was to attend the National 4-H Club
Congress in Chicago. I spent many Saturday afternoons practicing piano/organ
duets with my music teacher to prepare for
Sunday morning worship services.
Early reviews:
Ambitious.

Mentoring efforts:
I have mentored my law clerks and
attorneys who are new to the practice
of law by stressing the importance of
professionalism, preparation, service to
the legal profession and one’s community, and maintaining a healthy work/
life balance.
Professional accomplishment:
First woman to serve as Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Virginia.
Personal accomplishment:
Serving God and being a loving wife,
mother, and grandmother.
My biggest challenge:
Living in far Southwest Virginia. We are
often forgotten by the rest of Virginia.
My first job:
Law clerk to U.S. District Judge Glen
M. Williams of the Western District of

Va. I learned how to identify what facts
and/or legal principles were critical to
the outcome of a case, i.e., spot the
“red herring.”
I might have been:
No idea.
Guilty pleasure:
Spoiling my grandchildren.
Favorite getaway:
Beach.
My next act:
Travel, read more non-legal books, learn
to crochet and to play a new musical
instrument, and attend a cattle-grazing
school.
You don’t know:
I was a majorette in my high school
marching band.

KinserLaw,
Pennington Gap

R. Peyton Mahaffey

P

eyton Mahaffey, the president at
McCandlish Lillard, is an attorney
experienced in corporate and business
law, where he’s litigated matters at the
state and federal level. He has served on
the Board of Governors of the Virginia
Bar Association.

wife), Ann Wessel (a terrific lawyer who
after 9/11 really wanted to go into homeland security and remains in a similar
capacity today); Regina Neumann, Chris
Leins, and more recently, Laura Golden
Liff and Mark Abrejano are all excellent
litigators-- to name just a few.

Growing up:
I was born and raised in Danville, the
oldest of three kids; I had one brother and
one sister; my mother worked for a radio
station, and then for a pediatrician, before
devoting herself full-time to raising and
running our family. My father was a drug
store manager early on, then a pharmaceutical sales rep for the rest of his career.

Professional accomplishment:
If I took your case, I gave you 110 percent and left no stone unturned in the
effort to obtain the best possible results
for you. I treated your case as I would
want my lawyer to treat my case.

Early reviews:
Occasionally studious, frequently opinionated, always adventurous.

McCandlish Lillard
Fairfax
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Mentoring efforts:
With younger lawyers, I have mostly
tried to lead or teach by example—working hard, sharing thoughts on the law
and strategy in cases, and giving work
assignments or projects that I felt would
challenge them. Dan Lyon (we tried
some very interesting cases, he became
a partner and later went off into the government contracting business with his

Personal accomplishment:
Whatever small assistance I was able to
provide to my wife in raising two great
kids who seem to be well-grounded,
launched in their careers, and happy
people.
My biggest challenge:
Don’t allow the law to squeeze out the
time you spend with your family, your
spouse, your kids, and by yourself sometimes. Those days will be gone before
you know it. None of us is indispensable.
I might have been:
I might have tried sports broadcasting
at some level.

My first job:
Stock boy/delivery boy at two local
pharmacies in Danville while in high
school. I learned the advantages of
knowing all of the streets and short
cuts in town, and how to drive a
manual VW Beetle fast without using
the clutch.
Guilty pleasure:
Ice cream at night while watching
Sports Center
Favorite getaway:
The British Virgin Islands
My next act:
I would like to play more golf, spend
time somewhere in the Caribbean,
probably the British Virgin Islands, take
photographs, fly a sea plane, finally
figure out how to sail properly, and be
generally adventurous.
You don’t know:
I got married outside, on a farm, in a
double wedding. Libby’s parents told
her and her brother Charlie that they
would do it once if both couples really
wanted to get married in the same
year on their farm – and we did. It was
very cool.

valawyersweekly.com

John D. McGavin

J

ohn McGavin is an experienced
trial attorney at Bancroft, McGavin,
Horvath & Judkins, where he’s practiced
for more than 40 years. A past president
of the VADA, McGavin is known for his
mentoring of young attorneys and lecturing at CLE and VADA programs.
Growing up:
I grew up in Arlington. There were
seven children in our family, and I was
the sixth of seven. We had a very active
household, with annual vacations to
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, which were
great family events. We frequently had
25-30 guests for Thanksgiving dinner
and Christmas dinner. We grew up
extremely grateful for the many opportunities we were given.
Early reviews:
I’m not sure, although I was a pretty
good student.

Bancroft, McGavin, Horvath
and Judkins
Fairfax

Mentoring efforts:
It has been a great privilege to work with
many young lawyers throughout my
career. Each has been uniquely qualified,
and it would be unfair or impossible to
name all of the attorneys. There have

been many, many seminars for young
lawyers that I have taught, in particular
through the programs run by the Virginia
Association of Defense Attorneys.
Professional accomplishment:
Selection as a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers.
Personal accomplishment:
Husband, father, brother, son, and loyal
to all.
My first job:
First I was a paperboy and delivered
newspapers, then mowed lawns in my
neighborhood. My first job with an
employer was working for a moving
company in the summers. That was a
hard, physical job and provided a real
insight into hard-working men who, well
into their middle age, were doing hard
work for an honest living. I was impressed with their hard work, with their
thoughtfulness and attention to detail.
My biggest challenge:
Every day as an attorney is a challenge
to master the law and the facts, and to
prepare.

I might have been:
I don’t know, but I do know that
whatever field or choice I made would
have presented a great opportunity for
learning and working and achievement.
Guilty pleasure:
I like to play golf and I like to fish, and
when those activities are done I like to
have a glass of wine.
Favorite getaway:
Surf fishing on the Delaware seashore.
My next act:
I’m not ready to close this chapter of
practicing law. In particular, the opportunity to serve through the Virginia Law
Foundation, through the Boyd-Graves
Conference, and other professional
endeavors allows me to serve our community, promote the rule of law, access
to justice, and make our state and our
community a better place for all of us.
You don’t know:
There is not much to tell. I like to work,
I like my family and I like my colleagues.
Beyond that, there are not any great
secrets or agendas.

Henry W. McLaughlin

A

s executive director of the Central
Virginia Legal Aid Society for 20
years, Henry McLaughlin worked tirelessly to advocate in courts to prevent
low-income individuals from losing
their homes or from being evicted.
Early reviews:
I have attention deficit disorder, which
was not diagnosed until middle age.
I think a teacher would have noticed
the symptoms of that. On my first day
in the first grade, I went to recess and
thought I was not expected back and
spent the rest of the afternoon at the
school playground – I wondered what
had happened to the other students.
Professional accomplishment:
I was the second chair (with Anne
Holton as the first chair) in a case in
which U.S. District Judge Richard
L. Williams granted a nationwide
injunction against no-notice evictions
of public housing tenants on grounds
of hearsay evidence of illegal drug
activity. That decision was upheld

by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. I was one of the counsel for
post-foreclosure clients in the case of
Parish v. Fed. Nat’l Mortgage Assn.,
which helps homeowners challenge
the validity of foreclosures, even
after foreclosure has taken place.

will live longer because of that job.

Growing up:
I was born and raised in Halifax. I remember I once reached up into a poplar tree
towards some kittens and the mother bit
and clawed my arm and I learned something important about maternal love.

Guilty pleasure:
Diet soda.

Mentoring efforts:
I was executive director of Central Virginia Legal Aid Society for
20 years and suppose I could say I
mentored the lawyers I hired there.
However, it was more like they mentored me.
My first job:
When I was 16 years old, I did construction work on a bridge. It was real
work. I am stronger now and probably

Personal accomplishment:
Helping to register people to vote.
I might have been:
A journalist.

Favorite getaway:
Sleep.
My next act:
Practice more law.
You don’t know:
In 1963 I was arrested for kidnapping—I
was a sorry excuse of a reporter for the
Richmond Times-Dispatch and tried
to cover a kidnapping in Cumberland
County, only to be arrested by state and
local police as the kidnapper—I was released in about 10 minutes. Also, before
becoming liberal, I was conservative—I
voted for Barry Goldwater.

Law Office of
Henry W. McLaughlin
Richmond

S.D. Roberts Moore

S

.D. Roberts “Rabbit” Moore has
played a pivotal role in the development of medical negligence law in Virginia during his 59 years of practice, and
he is a fellow of the American College of
Trial Lawyers.
Growing up:
I was born in Staunton and was raised
in Richmond. I always loved sports and
played baseball, football and basketball.
I acquired my nickname “Rabbit” on the
basketball court and it has stuck with me
all my life.
Mentoring efforts:
I joined a firm with local Roanoke
attorneys on July 10, 1961. That firm later
became known as Gentry Locke Rakes &
Moore. During my almost 59 years at the
firm, I have mentored so many lawyers,
such as Phillip Anderson, Anthony Rus-

sell and the late Walter Peake III.
Professional accomplishment:
I was elected as a Fellow in the American
College of Trial Lawyers, I am a member
of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference, and I received the 2016 Roanoke
Bar Association Frank W. “Bo” Rogers Jr.
Lifetime Achievement Award.
Personal accomplishment:
Raising five beautiful children.
My first job:
I was a paperboy for the Richmond
Times-Dispatch. This was my first experience with saving money.
My biggest challenge:
In the medical malpractice arena, I have
fought against what I view as arbitrary
and unfair limitations on the right to trial

by jury and equal protection. As a result, I
have played a tremendous personal role in
the development of Virginia’s law governing medical malpractice negligence.
I might have been:
I most likely would have pursued a career
in sports.
Guilty pleasure:
Starbucks coffee.
Favorite getaway:
Naples, Florida.
My next act:
Practice law.
You don’t know:
My first car was a 1931 Ford Model A
with rumble seat. Both of my parents
were deaf.

Gentry Locke
Roanoke
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Sharon D. Nelson

A

former president of the Virginia
State Bar, Sharon Nelson has devoted her professional life to educating lawyers about technology. She has written
seven books, countless articles and given
numerous lectures on the subject.

Sensei Enterprises Inc.
Fairfax

Growing up:
I grew up in Marshfield, Massachusetts.
I could climb a tree in my back yard and
see the ocean—which was very calming. I
often read in trees. My engineer father designed the engine room of the USS Bainbridge, a nuclear powered guided missile
cruiser launched in 1962 – the officer who
gave the family a tour of the ship made it
clear that he was regarded my father as an
incredible genius. He was also my hero—
he integrated the Masonic Lodge as the
Grand Master when such things were very
difficult. Later, when I became an anti-war
activist in high school, he disagreed with
my politics, but was firmly in support of
my First Amendment rights. He debated
with me quietly, as a scholar, and listened
as much as he talked. He was particularly
proud that, at the age of 17, I lectured to
Harvard Ph.D. candidates on the Student
Revolution. I still have a copy of the $25
honorarium check somewhere.

Early reviews:
A teacher’s pet. I loved to learn and
could never read enough books or
absorb enough of the knowledge from
my amazing teachers. I was the student
that many of them had always dreamed
about having. School was a very happy
place for me.
Professional accomplishment:
That is an easy question. I have
devoted much of my professional
life to helping lawyers understand
the technology that now underpins
their practices and to educate them
about the future of law and how to
meet the challenges that the future
will bring.
My biggest challenge:
Finding a balance between family, career and community service. I think that
is a challenge for most lawyers.
Personal accomplishment:
I spent five years as a Court Appointed Special Advocate, a difficult but
rewarding way to serve abused and
neglected children – and I have worked
with dog rescue groups for 17 years,

East Coast Trial Lawyers
and The Zydron Law Firm
would like to Congratulate

John E. Zydron
on his 2019
Hall of Fame selection.

eastcoasttriallawyers.com

zydronlaw.com

transporting, fostering and adopting
dogs. The greatest accomplishment of
all is my three daughters – all brilliant,
compassionate women who devote
an incredible amount of their time to
community service.
I might have been:
I would have become an author. Oh,
wait, that happened anyway.
Guilty pleasure:
Puzzling. Doing puzzles is a wonderful
way for John (my husband) and me to
be together doing something we both
love – and with no doggone screens
commanding our attention. Gardening
is a close second, though more seasonal. We do that together too – and no
screens in the garden!
My next act:
Truly, I am not sure. I trust that God will
show me the way, as He always has.
Favorite getaway:
The Outer Banks with family – we will
be there next month with all six of our
children and all nine grandchildren. It
will be VERY LOUD!

J. Lee E. Osborne

T

he former state chair for the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel, Lee Osborne is the current
president of the Roanoke Bar Association,
and is a leader in the field of trust and
estate planning.
Growing up:
I grew up in Richmond, in a family of
four; I have one older brother. I attended Collegiate School from kindergarten
through 12th grade. I played all sports,
lettering in football and soccer my
senior year. I was very active in my
church (All Saints Episcopal), singing
in the choir and participating in the Boy
Scouts (Eagle Scout with Bronze Palm).
Early reviews:
Probably as smart, but somewhat
precocious.
Professional accomplishment:
At this point, my most important professional accomplishment is serving as
Virginia State Chair for the American
College of Trust and Estate Counsel.
That was a five-year term (2013-2018)
to shepherd the current fellows and
to develop new fellows in Virginia. I
also feel that my seven years teaching

Woods Rogers
Roanoke

Trust and Estates and Wealth Transfer
Planning at the Washington & Lee
law school from 2008 to 2014 was a
learning, mentoring and personally
gratifying professional experience that
challenged me and the students that
I taught.

My biggest challenge:
Keeping time records in a timely manner.

Personal accomplishment:
I was a Whiffenpoof of 1976 at Yale University, my senior year. That is something
that will always be special and something
I could not have accomplished on my
own just because I wanted to. Close behind that is the seven years that I taught
confirmation class to eighth-graders at
Second Presbyterian Church.

Guilty pleasure:
I enjoy learning about and trying excellent whiskeys, including single malt
scotch, bourbon and Irish whiskey. I
also enjoy a good cigar occasionally.
Doing those two things together is
definitely a guilty pleasure.

My first job:
My first real paying job was as a waterfront aquatics instructor and Boy Scout
counselor at Camp T. Brady Saunders
in Goochland County during the summer of 1970. In addition to lifeguarding
and teaching basic swimming, I taught
lifesaving, rowing, canoeing and swimming merit badges. It was a challenging
but rewarding experience to work with
kids just a few years younger than I was
and to teach them skills that would last
for a lifetime.

I might have been:
I think that I would have gone into
the investment field as an investment
advisor.

Favorite getaway:
I like both the beach and the mountains,
and I love traveling to the United Kingdom.
My next act:
Sorry, this act is not over, so I have not
really thought about that yet.
You don’t know:
I won second place in the Yale free throw
shooting contest my sophomore year,
making 47 out of 50 free throws. On the
last day, somebody else made 49! I sang
in a barbershop quartet called Time Was
and then Accolade for 10 years.

Dale W. Pittman

D

ale Pittman is known as one of the
go-to lawyers with a consumer
law practice in Virginia. He is a past
president of the Legal Services Corporation of Virginia and the Petersburg Bar
Association.
Growing up:
I grew up just outside the very, very
small town of Courtland, in rural
Southampton County. My mother was
a public school teacher and my father
ran a farm-implement business.

and compelling consumer law cases
can and do succeed in Virginia.
Professional accomplishment:
I helped establish the practice of consumer law in the courts of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Legal Services. I learned how to set up
and run a highly respected law office
for poor people, a first in Petersburg
and the surrounding area.
I might have been:
What else is there?

Personal accomplishment:
Being Linda Pittman’s husband, the
father of five amazing children and
the grandfather of three beautiful little
girls.

Guilty pleasure:
Ben & Jerry’s Americone Dream.

Early reviews:
Talkative.

My biggest challenge:
Not enough time.

Mentoring efforts:
Putting aside who was mentoring
whom, Tom Domonoske and I have
spent the past 20-plus years working
hand in hand to see that competent

My first job:
On Feb. 1, 1977, I became the Executive Director of the then brand-new
Petersburg Legal Aid Society, which
later evolved into Southside Virginia

My next act:
Who knows? Spend more time in
Photoshop?

Favorite getaway:
Ocracoke Island.

You don’t know:
I have a lifelong love of quail hunting.
Our bird dog Ellie spends the day
asleep in my law office.

Law Offices of Dale Pittman
Petersburg
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James C. Roberts (1932-2015)
At the time of his passing, someone said that Jim Roberts
was recognized by many as the best lawyer in Virginia.
A past Virginia State Bar president, he was managing partner for his
firm, Mays & Valentine (now Troutman Sanders) for many years.

J

Troutman Sanders
Richmond

ames C. “Jim” Roberts, Jr. was
known for being one of the last
general practitioners, even as the
practice of law arced towards greater
and greater specialization. He was a
brilliant trial lawyer. He knew that his
clients often needed more than just
technical skill, savvy tactics and a deep
knowledge of the law. Jim was a man
who understood that zealous representation of his clients also required a
holistic view to accomplish the client’s
goals. Influence, guile, good humor, a
courtly manner and retaining perspective were all gifts at his disposal.
Yet those who found themselves on
the other side of the boardroom or
courtroom knew that he was a professional who practiced law in the finest
traditions of the Virginia bar.
Jim had been called “sui generis” –
there was only one Jim Roberts, and

those of us fortunate enough to call him
colleague, mentor, friend, and partner
know this still to a certainty. We knew
we could not be the next Jim Roberts
– there wouldn’t be one. Yet what he
taught us in the practice we carry with
us each day as we continue to practice
law. But the greatest lesson he taught
– and modeled without exception – is
summed up in a single word: Devotion.
Jim was devoted in all aspects of
his life. He was devoted to the study
of the law. Judges at times deferred
to his knowledge, knowing they could
trust his representations of the law
as true and correct. He was devoted
to trying cases well – his presence,
tall and courtly, and he used every
opportunity to win the jury over to his
side (including helping the opposing
prosecutor setting up an easel – over
the prosecutor’s objection!). He was

devoted to the institutions that made
him the person he was – he spent
countless hours helping the University
of Richmond law school raise money.
He was devoted to his community and
those less fortunate – he helped found
legal aid in Central Virginia, and handled many pro bono matters for those
in need. He was devoted to his firm,
serving in leadership roles for many
years while continuing to maintain a
robust case load. He was devoted to
his colleagues, always finding time to
guide and mentor even the most junior
associate. And, most importantly, he
was devoted to his family. Despite the
many demands on his time, he was
happiest when he was with his family.
And it was this devotion that stands
tall, as Jim did, as a guide for all Virginia
lawyers today.
- John S. West

Congratulations to our
own Allen Goolsby for his
induction into the Virginia
Lawyers Hall of Fame 2019.
Hunton Andrews Kurth is a global law firm of more than 1,000 lawyers handling transactional,
litigation and regulatory matters for clients in myriad industries including energy, financial services,
real estate, retail and consumer products and technology. Areas of practice focus include capital
markets, mergers and acquisitions, intellectual property, P3, public finance and infrastructure, and
privacy and cybersecurity. With offices across the United States and in Europe, the Middle East and
Asia, we’re aligned with our clients’ businesses and committed to delivering exceptional service.

©2019 Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP | HuntonAK.com

Sandra Rohrstaff

A

past-president of the Virginia
Trial Lawyers Association and the
Alexandria Bar Foundation, Sandra
Rohrstaff considers her work getting the
family of a 9/11 victim compensated by
the government her greatest professional
accomplishment.
Growing up:
I grew up in Somerset, Texas, a small
town south of San Antonio, a place without much shade or potable water, but a
lot of hard clay and sticker burrs and critters. My three brothers provided plenty
of opportunities for outdoor activity,
some of which shall go unmentioned. I
was a tomboy who wore four-inch heels
when necessary (but not while hunting
rattlers). I rode horses and learned to
drive when I was 13.
Personal accomplishment:
I have been a true and honest friend
to many – helping, listening, hugging,
laughing and cooking. I love to cook.

The Rohrstaff Law Firm
Alexandria

Mentoring efforts:
I served as a facilitator in the VTLA Trial
Advocacy College, a program designed

to model and critique participants to
improve trial skills. I later served on the
faculty of the National Trial Advocacy
College at the University of Virginia
School of Law, a program that attracts
lawyers from all over the country.
Professional accomplishment:
My participation in the 9/11 Victims
Compensation Fund was the most
satisfying professional undertaking of
my career. I was proud to represent the
family of a federal employee who was
killed at the Pentagon. She left a husband and two young children. I was able
to obtain the maximum matrix amount
allocated for such a loss. Trial lawyers
from all over the country pledged to
take on these cases for no fee, and
I hoped that my small contribution
brought some opportunity for solace
for the family.
My first job:
I was a waitress in a busy restaurant in
downtown San Antonio. I learned to
listen to the customer, walk gracefully
carrying large trays and to not take personal offense when a particular customer

asked to not be seated in my station.
Each of those skills has come in handy in
my law practice.
My biggest challenge:
Learning to say “no” to a prospective
client – that is, believing that I am the
exact right lawyer to help some, but not
all, people, and that it is best for them
and me that they continue their search
for their right lawyer.
I might have been:
Before I became a lawyer, I was a teacher, so I was able to have two careers,
each of which fit me at the time.
Guilty pleasure:
M&Ms.
Favorite getaway:
The beach. Any beach, so long as there
is sand into which I can wiggle my toes.
And, then, a luscious pedicure.
My next act:
Play with grandchildren, read, see lots
of movies, a little more yoga, play with
grandchildren, write, visit. Simple things.

Stephen M. Smith

O

ne of the original pioneers of
traumatic brain injury litigation in
the country, Stephen Smith originated
the theory that TBI cases can also be
wrongful death cases, and is responsible
for other innovations in his field.
Growing up:
I was born in Newport News to
first-generation Americans. My grandparents and relatives were refugees
from religious persecution in Eastern
Europe and Russia. My Hebrew School
teachers and members of my community were Holocaust survivors and bore
the tattoos of the concentration camps.
I was raised scared and witnessed firsthand discrimination against those of my
religion and others, particularly African
Americans. We were raised to believe
that we were all equal and one’s skin
color neither made them superior nor
inferior to others. Our parents instilled
in us an incredible work ethic and that
one’s personal ethics defined oneself.

The Brain Injury Law Center
Hampton
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Mentoring efforts:
I regularly lecture, present and speak
all over the country trying to improve
the skills of lawyers and physicians in

recognizing the symptoms of their
clients and patients to effectively treat
or represent them. I have had the pleasure of training and working with such
lawyers as Ed Scher, Andy Herzog,
David Holt, Stewart Gill, and Kevin
Mottley and proudly have turned them
into Neuro-lawyers. I have even been
able to edify my brother and partner
Howard Smith and my dear colleagues
Steve Swain, David Wise, David Bailey
and Tony Laizure about brain injury
litigation.
Professional accomplishment:
I am proud to be one of the original
pioneers of traumatic brain injury litigation in America. I have served in many
leadership positions in my field. I am
the individual who years ago originated
the theory and theme that a Traumatic
Brain Injury case is a wrongful death
case and this dramatically has changed
the way these cases are litigated
across the country. I am proud to have
developed demonstrative evidence
and techniques in my field. I am proud
to have won the largest mild traumatic
brain injury verdict in history and the
largest personal injury verdict in Vir-

ginia history. I hold the record for the
largest verdicts in many jurisdictions
in Virginia. These are mere verdicts.
What I am most proud of is that I have
protected and changed the lives of
thousands of individuals and I have
given my best to each and every one
of them.
Personal accomplishment:
I have been the best father, husband
and friend that I could possibly be.
My first job:
Bagging groceries and digging ditches;
I learned I could do any type of manual
labor, but I preferred not to.
I might have been:
Medicine, acting, politics, or stand-up
comedy.
Guilty pleasure:
Offshore fishing.
Favorite getaway:
The Caribbean.
My next act:
Learn how to truly relax.

valawyersweekly.com

Robert J. Surovell

R

ob Surovell has long been recognized
as one of the top family lawyers in
Northern Virginia, but has a diverse and
successful practice history. He is also
a past-president of the Fairfax County
Legal Aid Society.
Growing up:
All of my life I have resided in the Mt.
Vernon area of Fairfax, except while
away at school. I was a spoiled third
child. As a youth, I mowed lawns,
worked as a day camp counselor and
had a paper route. In college, I was a
resident assistant and supervisor of
the dish room in the cafeteria. I also
led demonstrations in front of the
White House following the lynching of
Schwerner, Chaney and Godwin in Mississippi and was privileged to be at Dr.
King’s “I have a dream” speech. During
summers I mostly drove trucks—delivery trucks and a 10-wheel dump truck
hauling the debris from the 1968 riots in
Washington after the assassinations of
Dr. King and Robert Kennedy.

Surovell Isaacs & Levy
Fairfax

Early reviews:
“Robbie is a nice boy, but he talks too
much. He is doing well in his studies.”

Mentoring efforts:
It has been my privilege to the regret of
my captive audiences, to lecture on matters of family law beginning in 1978 and
many times thereafter. My theme, despite
the subject matter I was given, was always
to encourage zealousness on behalf of
the client as an advocate but reasonable
compromise as a counselor. And to step
outside the box—use your imagination.

Personal accomplishment:
My three wonderful children and four
wonderful grandchildren.

Professional accomplishment:
As an advocate specializing in family
law for many years, I am proud of the
murder acquittal I obtained before
a jury and the $3.6 million verdict I
obtained and collected for a fireman
injured in an ambulance collision. I was
privileged to represent many people in
the midst of important conflict in their
lives which I endeavored to help resolve.
There are clients whom I represented
decades ago who still stay in touch.

I might have been:
My strong interest in public policy
would have moved me toward a policy
field, politics or another support role
involving public policy.

My first job:
As a lawyer, my first job was as the third
“legal aid” lawyer in Fairfax County. My
legal assistant taught me how to write
a letter and judges and other lawyers
taught me professionalism and courtesy.

My biggest challenge:
During my 50 years practicing law,
the biggest challenge is attempting to
keep a group of ambitious lawyers in
a law firm moving together with some
semblance of camaraderie.

Favorite getaway:
We own a wonderful historic Adirondack Camp—on Tali Chito Schroon
Lake, New York—reached by boat only.
We have been going there for about 40
years. It used to be peaceful before the
advent of the cell phone.
You don’t know:
My former wife blessed me with
one of her kidneys after our divorce.
I have visited all 50 states and four
continents.

Congratulations to

R. Peyton Mahaffey
President and Principal of McCandlish Lillard
On nearly 39 years of service to our firm, our clients, our
community, the legal profession, and leadership in Virginia
from your colleagues and staff at M&L
Virginia Lawyers Media HALL OF FAME – Class of 2019

Some of Peyton’s Career Highlights Include:
• President and Managing Partner McCandlish Lillard
• AV Rated by Martindale Hubbell
• Named as Top Lawyer, Best Lawyer, Super Lawyer, Legal Elite, and Leader in the Law
• Author of McCandlish & Lillard 1908-2008: Celebrating 100 Years of Tradition, Innovation,

and Results (Signature Book Printing, May 2008)
• Past Member, Board of Governors, Virginia Bar Association
• Past President, Northern Virginia Young Lawyers Association
• Past Member, Board of Governors, Young Lawyers Conference, Virginia State Bar
• Numerous reported State and Federal decisions

mccandlishlawyers.com

McCandlish Lillard traces its roots back to 1908. What
began as a one-man practice in Fairfax has evolved to a
firm of highly skilled lawyers practicing throughout the
Metro-D.C. area and beyond, all dedicated to creative and
effective solutions today while anticipating tomorrow’s
legal challenges.
McCandlish lawyers represent large and small businesses
as well as individuals in litigation; general business,
information technology and corporate matters; real estate;
family law; wills, trusts & estates; personal injury/workers’
compensation; taxation; and elder law/special needs.

Betty A. Thompson (1924-2012)
Betty Thompson left her mark on the Virginia legal landscape
in many ways. She was the first woman to serve as president
of the VTLA. She helped shape domestic law as the longtime
chair of the Virginia Family Law Coalition.

B

The Law Offices of
Betty A. Thompson Ltd.
Arlington

etty Thompson didn’t set out to
blaze trails, but that is what she
did. She led the way and held
leadership roles in so many of the top
legal organizations, often establishing
“firsts.”
She was the first woman to be
president of the Virginia Trial Lawyers
Association.
In 1983, she was the first woman
in the country to be invited to join
the International Academy of Trial
Lawyers. Even though she had been
practicing more than 30 years at the
time.
After she passed the bar in 1949,
she had to move her own admission
to Arlington County Circuit Court
because no one would sponsor her.
Using an arcane procedure, she
became a duly admitted lawyer and
never looked back.
Despite holding the title as first
female president for the VTLA, she
would have lectured you for calling
her a woman lawyer. She did not
want that label, insisting she was just
a lawyer – though few lawyers could

pull off her fabulous pink clothing and
perfectly tailored Chanel suits.
Betty Thompson saw no distinction
from her male colleagues and she
also never saw herself as better than
younger lawyers, emphasizing there
was always room for growth. She
would profess that she learned something new every time she read the
Code, notwithstanding the fact she
helped in the drafting of same and so
many other legislative changes.
For many years, she chaired the Virginia Family Law Coalition, a group
of domestic relations lawyers that kept
an eye on that area of practice and
recommended changes to the General Assembly.
Ms. Thompson was recognized by
the General Assembly in 2010 for
more than 60 years of service to her
community and the legal profession.
In 2013, the year after her death, the
VTLA honored her posthumously with
its Lifetime Achievement Award. She
was notified of the award before she
passed, and her response was modest:
“I don’t deserve that,” she said.

She also was recognized by the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association
and the Arlington County Bar Foundation. She held leadership roles in
many of the top legal organizations,
including the VTLA, the Virginia
State Bar, the Arlington County Bar
Association, the Arlington County
Bar Foundation, the Virginia Bar Association, the Northern Virginia Trial
Lawyers Association, the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers,
the Virginia Law Foundation, the
American Bar Foundation, the International Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers, the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America and Melvin M.
Belli Society.
“To call her a giant in the profession doesn’t even come close,” said
McLean lawyer Joseph A. Condo at
her passing.
“She was a loyal and devoted
friend to many, and a mentor to
countless others, who stood on her
shoulders in elevating respect and
recognition for the family law bar.”
- Paul Fletcher

Judge Janice J. Wellington

J

udge Janice Wellington has been on
the J&DR bench in Prince William
County for 25 years. She seeks the
best in everyone, including herself. She celebrates court-involved juveniles when they
overcome problems to “beat the odds.”
Growing up:
I grew up in the South Bronx of New
York City with my sister Anita.
My mother was a seamstress and
my father, a merchant seaman who
emigrated from Honduras. Although
he came to this country with no resources, he eventually owned a small
neighborhood grocery store. We
were definitely poor but they were
rich in encouragement. They valued
education, insisted we always be respectful, and stressed the importance
of helping others.
Early reviews:
A bookworm.

Prince William County
J&DR Court
Manassas
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Professional accomplishment:
While chief judge of the court, and
with help from the court community, I
organized and launched the Beat the
Odds (BTO) Celebration in Prince
William County to celebrate the
extraordinary accomplishments of

court-involved youth. I was instrumental in the creation of a Children’s
Waiting Room outfitted with age appropriate books and toys, in order to
separate children from their batterers
and the drama that often plays out in
crowded hallways.
Mentoring efforts:
Over the years, I have encouraged
and mentored many law students and
young lawyers. It is heartwarming to
know I may have contributed in some
small way to the fine lawyers they
have become.
Personal accomplishment:
To be remembered as a jurist who gave
100 percent to every case and was unwilling to allow attorneys, bailiffs, clerks,
probation officers and social workers to
give any less.
My biggest challenge:
Recovering from a brain aneurysm. I was
in a coma for weeks and out of work for
a year. I had to fight to overcome the
physical effects of my illness to get back
on my feet.
My first job:
A telephone operator.

I might have been:
Education. I have thoroughly enjoyed
being involved in judicial education.
Guilty pleasure:
Good food!
Favorite getaway:
Home! Oh the sheer joy of tending a garden and watching it grow, sitting in a rocker
with a good book or relaxing on the patio.
My next act:
Spend more time on Florida beaches
with my two Grandsons, Bryce and
Brandon!
You don’t know:
I became a mother at the age of 18,
attended law school as a single parent
while working two jobs, and accompanied by my daughter Tonya, a graduate
of the American University law school,
I returned to my undergraduate alma
mater, Lehman College of the City University of New York, to accept an Alumni
Achievement Award.
I learned to swim at the age of 47 to
compete in a triathlon to prove to myself
that I could still do what I demand of
every juvenile on my caseload ---- to
make maximum effort to change.

valawyersweekly.com

John E. Zydron

J

ohn Zydron has won a number of
significant victories in his successful
personal injury practice. Among his
notable cases: He had the first successful
wrongful death recovery in separate suits
for a deceased mother and fetus.
Growing up:
I grew up on a farm in Chesapeake, and
I learned to work hard, love farm animals
and the outdoors. My brother and I
used to ride our horses to the community church for Sunday services.
Early reviews:
Sociable, honest and hard-working
Mentoring efforts:
Brent A. Johnson, Russell Woodlief, J.
Stewart Gill, Jr.; Daniel Dickerson; Catherine Six and others. I worked with these
lawyers and trained them to work hard, be
honest, and always keep your word. I am
proud of them as each is a very respected
lawyer and has excelled in the law.

Professional accomplishment:
That I was an accomplished lawyer who
liked helping people, and that I was a substitute general district judge for 18 years.
Personal accomplishment:
That I served in the U.S. military for 32.5
years both as an enlisted member and
in the officer corps and hold a retired
grade as a brigadier general.
My first job:
Assistant commonwealth’s attorney for
the City of Norfolk. I learned a lot about
the courts, criminal law and how important it is to keep your word to other
attorneys even if you made a mistake.
I might have been:
Medical doctor.
My biggest challenge:
Being the first lawyer in Virginia to
represent a deceased mother and
a deceased 7-month-old fetus in

separate civil suits under the amended wrongful death statute in an auto
crash, and recovering $500,000.00
each under a $500,000.00 per person/$1,000,000.00 aggregate auto
policy.
Guilty pleasure:
I love to go deep sea fishing on my boat
in the Atlantic Ocean, catch fish and
come home and cook them.
Favorite getaway:
Outer Banks, North Carolina
My next act:
To develop, grow and maintain loblolly pine tree farms in Virginia for the
market.
You don’t know:
That I am a huge family man and enjoy
gatherings with close and extended
family. Also, that I love to cook for my
family and share dishes with friends.

The Zydron Law Firm
Virginia Beach
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Congratulations
to our partner,

Lawrence D. Diehl
for his induction into the
Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame Class of 2019.
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