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n this supplement, you will meet 42 special Vir-

fields. This year’s “Influential Women of Law” awards

ginia lawyers – accomplished and high-achieving

now focus only on the legal profession to honor

women who have improved the legal profession in

women attorneys and judges.

the Old Dominion and left their individual marks in

We were very pleased with the many nominations
we received from across the state, and we look for-

the law of the state.
They are the inaugural class of “Influential Wom-

ward to hearing more for next year’s ceremony.

en of Law” in the commonwealth, brought to you

The Class of 2019 will be honored at a special

by Virginia Lawyers Weekly in partnership with six

celebration and dinner at the Short Pump Hilton in

statewide bar groups.

suburban Richmond Feb. 18.

During the course of each year, Virginia Lawyers

We thank our partners – the Virginia Association

Weekly hosts several events to honor top lawyers in

of Defense Attorneys, the Virginia Bar Association,

the commonwealth.

the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, the Old

We celebrate leading lawyers who set the stan-

Dominion Bar Association, the Virginia Women

dard for other lawyers in our flagship “Leaders in

Attorneys Association and the Virginia State Bar

the Law” program.

Diversity Conference.

For attorneys in practice for 10 years or less, we

And to the members of the class, we are so

have our “Up & Coming Lawyer” awards. Last year

proud to share your accomplishments with the

we added the “Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame” to

legal community and we give you our heartiest

honor senior lawyers – those age 60 or older.

congratulations!

Virginia Lawyers Weekly previously had an awards
program from 2009-2015 called “Influential Women of Virginia,” which recognized women in many

Paul Fletcher
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
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Maryse Celine Allen
A past president of the Virginia Women Attorneys Association, Maryse is now providing leadership as a
representative on the Virginia State Bar Council and on the board of the Prince William County Bar.
LOOKING BACK:
My father was in the U.S. Marine Corps, so I grew
up in a few different places -- North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Cairo, Egypt (twice when he served
in Vietnam) and Caracas, Venezuela. Moving often
and living in foreign countries exposed me to many
different people and customs. I learned to adapt to
new schools and cultures and to appreciate other ways
of life and points of view.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Darrel Tillar Mason, with whom I had the pleasure of
serving on the VWAA Board, committees, and Bar
Council, has been a mentor and a friend for a number
of years. She exhibits so many qualities that I admire:
intelligence, professionalism, grace, good nature, and
concern for others. Her example has caused me to
get more involved and give back to our profession.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Find your local VWAA chapter, or other bar association, and actively participate in it. You will need
friends in this career and it will open opportunities that
you may never have known about otherwise.

Compton & Duling LC
Woodbridge

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
There have been times when taking on a case has
felt like an opportunity to stand up to a bully. Those
times, when I have tried a case, convinced a judge of
the merits of my client’s position and then seen my
client, sometimes for the first time, vindicated, have

been the most satisfying moments of practicing law.
I WOULD CHANGE:
Parents embroiled in a custody or visitation dispute
would be required to participate in mediation with a
court-certified mediator who has been trained not
only in the law on custody but also in child psychology.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Ironically, for an advocate of others, my biggest challenge was to advocate for myself in the context of a
private firm.
SEEKING BALANCE:
When a high-maintenance client crosses my threshold, I make sure that I believe in their case and even if I
do, I only allow myself one such client at a time. Also,
I accept that there are seasons when the needs of
practicing law will take over; however, in general I am
also vigilant to make sure there is time in my schedule
for fun and relaxation.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The beach – usually the Outer Banks, but Puerto Rico,
Cancun, and Miami are all favorites.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I hold the 2018 trophy for best oral argument in the
Prince William VWAA Chapter cocktail competition
and my colleague, Meg Patterson, has upheld our
firm’s honor by capturing the 2019 trophy.

Jennifer A. Brust
A commercial litigator who represents corporate clients in complex disputes, Jennifer has been involved in the leadership of
the Arlington County Bar Association, where she served as president a year, and its foundation since the early 1990s.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in upstate New York. I am really good at
driving in the snow!
FIRST JOB:
McDonald’s. I never again want to work in fast food.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
James W. Korman. Jim first hired me as a law student
and then as an associate. I later became his law partner. Jim has guided and mentored me throughout my
career and has been the single most important person
in my development and success as an attorney.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Work hard, always be prepared and don’t sweat the
small stuff.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the stress and excitement of jury trials.
I WOULD CHANGE:
The cost and length of time it takes to take a case to trial.

Bean, Kinney & Korman PC
Arlington
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MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Gender discrimination.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Raising two children while being a busy lawyer is an
enormous challenge. You must be very organized and
work hard at all aspects of your life. You must be able
to draw lines and not allow the profession to dominate
your personal life. Having a supportive and engaged
partner is crucial!
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A sports commentator.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Hallmark movies!
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The beach.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I’m an avid scuba diver and I grew up with six sisters
and no brothers.

Susan M. Butler
Susan, who practices family law in Fairfax, serves as president and managing partner of her firm, ShounBach. She
maintains a busy mediation and collaborative law practice, while making the time to mentor younger attorneys.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in a small town in Connecticut. Many of the
town leaders were lawyers or other professionals and
they all did volunteer work; it was a concept that was
instilled in me at an early age.
FIRST JOB:
My sisters and I had a newspaper route, starting when
we were in grade school. Some customers wanted the
paper in a mailbox, others on the side porch, etc. I
learned to get up early, pay attention to my customers
and do a good job.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
For many years I worked for Jim Rider, who was a fabulous attorney and mediator. Jim’s advice to clients was
to take the high road, which is not always easy for people to do when they are in the middle of a contentious
divorce. However, many clients thanked him after their
cases were complete. Jim was a person of impeccable
integrity, who worked very hard but made it home for
dinner with his family every night. He died many years
ago, but I think of him and his example often.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
There are no hacks in law, so roll up your sleeves and
do the hard work.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
Every day is different and brings a new fact pattern or
legal question. Family law is certainly never boring!

I WOULD CHANGE:
There is a tremendous amount of stress that
comes with the practice, from clients, opposing
counsel, deadlines, billable hours and productivity,
etc. I don’t know that any of that can or will ever
change.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
It can be difficult to leave clients’ problems at the
office. It is something I am still not good at.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Honestly, I have given up on the idea of finding
perfect balance as it was just one more thing to stress
out about. Now I think of balance as more like a
three-legged stool: work, family and personal time.
If one leg is horribly short for too long there is a
problem, but all three are never going to be perfectly
balanced every day.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I would have pursued an advanced degree in art history and worked in a museum.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Murder mysteries. I have been working my way
through a series written by Louise Penny and another
by Deborah Crombie.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Cape Cod. I look forward all year to our time there.

Vanderpool, Frostick & Nishanian
congratulates our shareholder,
Karen L. Cohen, on her selection as an
Influential Woman of Law and for her
positive impact on our firm
and our community.

ShounBach
Fairfax
YOU DON’T KNOW:
My goal for 2019 is to be a finalist in the New Yorker
Cartoon Caption Contest.

Congratulations to our managing
shareholder, Nan Walsh, for being named to
Virginia Lawyers Weekly’s
2019 Influential Women of Law.

Nan E. Walsh

Managing Shareholder & Land Use Attorney

A land use, business, litigation, and estate planning
law firm serving its clients for over 35 years.
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T H E L A N D L AW Y E R S .C O M

Carole H. Capsalis
As chair of the Virginia State Bar Diversity Conference, Carole worked to promote inclusion in the profession and
to ensure that the bar met the needs of Virginia’s increasingly diverse population.

Turner & Kinney
Leesburg

LOOKING BACK:
Anyone who has ever talked to me for more than one
minute knows I am from Chicago, born and raised,
proud to come from blue collar surroundings. It is such
an important part of me. While the gifts of growing
up in Chicago in the 1960s and ’70s are almost never
ending, perhaps the biggest negative impact but
also the most important impact was being witness to
the rampant racial segregation and prejudice in our
neighborhoods. I was deeply affected and it has always
motivated me to try to find ways to right the wrong of
hatred and prejudice, whether in my personal life or in
my professional life, and now as part of the Diversity
Conference of the Virginia State Bar. No one should
ever be judged or be denied equal rights under the law
by the color of their skin, by who they love or by what
religion they worship.

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Somewhere between, “Never doubt your ability to
succeed and never stop trying” to “Well-behaved
women rarely make history.”

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
I cannot answer this without first giving my mom, dad
and brothers and sisters the primary credit for all the
good things I have done in my life. My mom died of
cancer when I was 13, leaving seven kids behind. My
dad was mother, father, taskmaster and gentle giant
to us all, and I had an amazing upbringing despite
some tough circumstances. The Hon. Joanne F. Alper
has been and remains a very important mentor in my
career. Judge Alper was my managing partner at Cohen, Gettings, Alper & Dunham, until she went on the
bench. If I could be one-third of the lawyer and leader
she has been, I will have accomplished something.

I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A park ranger or archeologist.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I am able to make a positive difference in someone’s
life.
I WOULD CHANGE:
The lack of collegiality and respectful engagement in
the profession. We need to be able to advocate for
our clients without tearing each other down.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I focus on friends and family first, and exercise, the
latter of which I am still working on.

GUILTY PLEASURE:
Afternoon baseball.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Anywhere in the middle of nature, or the family cottage in Indiana.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I would rather be digging in the dirt for a living than be
a lawyer.

Deborah Mancoll Casey
Debbie serves on the executive board at Vandeventer Black and chairs the firm’s community associations team.
In her community, she has served on numerous boards and committees of the Jewish Community Center, Jewish
Family Services and the Chrysler Museum.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in West Hartford, Connecticut. Things
happen fast in the northeast. I think I learned to be
deliberate and open-minded, serious and productive.
Having spent most of my childhood summers in Virginia Beach with my mother’s side of the family, I knew
I wanted to live in a warmer climate.
FIRST JOB:
I worked in the deli/bakery of Big Star, a grocery store.
I learned that all jobs involve some pleasant and not so
pleasant tasks to do, how to get along with co-workers
of different backgrounds, customer service and that
I didn’t want to wear a (brown polyester) uniform to
work.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Stay true to yourself and you will find your place in the law.

Vandeventer Black LLP
Norfolk
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I WOULD CHANGE:
The adversarial nature of disputes and find a better
way to measure our value than by the billable hour.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Having the confidence to forge a (new) path.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I schedule it all – from workouts, family commitments
and social time to house cleaning.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Taking naps. I can do anything if I get enough sleep.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Anywhere really, but I am fortunate to live half a block
from the beach.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I love to paint and used to play piano.

Doris Henderson Causey
Doris recently completed her term as president of the Virginia State Bar, scoring two important firsts: She was the
first African-American lawyer to lead the bar and the first legal aid lawyer in that post.
LOOKING BACK:
I am from Oxford, Mississippi. Growing up in Mississippi had a crucial impact on me becoming an
attorney and the work that I do today. Oxford gave
me the understanding of poverty, racial inequalities
and aspirations for the future.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was a shampoo tech at a beauty salon.
I learned from the experience how to listen and be
observant.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Alvin O. Chambliss, Jr. Attorney Chambliss fought
for the injustices in my community. He fought to make
things fair and equal. I admired his hard work and
vision. He won many cases including one that proved
there was segregation in higher education.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Don’t limit yourself, find a mentor and get involved
with the bar and a bar association.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy most that no day is the same and no two cases
are the same. I enjoy the challenge of preparing my
cases for court and presenting my cases in court. Win
or lose, I enjoy going to court.

I WOULD CHANGE:
If I had the power, everyone would have the absolute
right to an attorney in any case - criminal or civil.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
The biggest challenge of my career has been inclusion.
Change is a challenge - thinking outside the box, having
the audacity of hope, diversity and inclusion.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I seek balance by knowing that my husband and kids
each have something different that they like and enjoy
doing. I support and am present for those things. They
know that family is very important to me. And I have a
wonderful set of girlfriends that I love.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A teacher.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Shopping.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Oxford, Mississippi. I really love going home.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I coached the First High School State Champion Bowling Team in Tennessee and have the ring to prove it.

Central Virginia
Legal Aid Society Inc.
Richmond

THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION
OF DEFENSE ATTORNEYS

Congratulates

LISA M. FRISINA
Past President

PATICE L. HOLLAND

MELISSA H. KATZ
President-Elect

VADA congratulates our members who were recognized in the inaugural class of “Influential
Women of Law.” We commend them on continuing VADA’s 50-year tradition of promoting
justice, professionalism, and integrity in our civil justice system.

Jane Sherman Chambers
As director of the Commonwealth’s Attorneys Services Council, Jane works to help prosecutors improve their
skills and to increase coordination between them and their assistants. She has been described as “the glue that
holds the Virginia prosecution community together.”
LOOKING BACK:
My father was a career foreign service officer with the
U.S. State Department, so my four brothers and I grew
up moving to a new country every two years. As a result, I suffer from permanent wanderlust and love being
on the road, seeing and experiencing new things.
FIRST JOB:
My first job at age 15 was working the McDonald’s
drive-thru on Second Street in Williamsburg. I learned
that being quick and efficient goes a long way in keeping the public happy.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Bob Harris, my predecessor at CASC, set a great
example of professionalism, humility and service. He
has moved on to being counsel at the Judicial Inquiry &
Review Commission, but he always has been there for me
to offer support and wise counsel. I have an email folder
to which I regularly refer that I call “Bob’s Wisdom.”

Commonwealth’s
Attorneys’ Services Council
Williamsburg

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
My mother was not one for giving advice, but she did
give me one piece that stuck with me and has served
me well. Never knowing what challenges life is going
to hand you, she told me to “always be in a position to
support yourself and any children you might have.”
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
Without question, the best part of my career has
been the people with whom I have been honored to
work. Virginia’s prosecutors are among the best in the
country, committed to professionalism, the search for

truth and giving voice to victims of crime. Providing
service and training to support their critically important mission is very satisfying
I WOULD CHANGE:
I haven’t practiced in the courtroom since 2004, but
one of my favorite things back then was the collegiality that we experienced among the members of the
Hampton Bar. I know that there are a lot of attorneys
who don’t know what that kind of collegiality is like. I
wish that they could.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Being heard, quite literally. This is a tough profession
for a soft-spoken woman.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I grew up with a stay-home mother, so I often wondered what that would be like. One maternity leave
cured me of any aspirations in that direction.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Wandering around T.J. Maxx and buying shoes that I
don’t need.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Any European city with cobblestone streets and a
patisserie on every corner.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
People are surprised to learn that I have a twin brother
and that we started school in Moscow at a Russian
kindergarten.

Janet Cho
Janet is the president-elect of the Virginia Women Attorneys Association, having recently completed service as
president of the Richmond VWAA chapter. A leader in her field, intellectual property, she served as president of
the Greater Richmond IP law association.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Rochester Hills, Michigan. While my town
felt safe and comfortable, it also felt quite small. My
experience in my hometown motivated me to travel
and live in a bigger city.

time for success. I am not entirely sure how that would
look, but I know many firms offer advancement opportunities based on criteria such as pro bono service and
the like. I believe such initiatives may go a long way
toward sustaining legal careers for the long term.

FIRST JOB:
My first job was mowing the lawn for my parents. I hated
this job. I learned I needed to find a job I really liked to do.

MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
I find that many people like to give you advice or tell
you how things are in your practice, in your firm, in the
legal field. I find that one of my biggest challenges is
finding my own way in the midst of such “noise” and
sticking to my own path.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My husband has been my greatest personal mentor.
He has always encouraged me to take that risk or go
for that extra step when I felt uncertain about myself.
He is also a great writer and I always learn something
new when I have him review my work.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
I recommend finding and connecting with a mentor. I
have been very fortunate to have an amazing mentor in
my law career (someone other than my husband) and it
has been so critical to growing and learning in my career.

LeClairRyan PLLC
Richmond

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy helping clients solve problems. My area of the
law can be very fact dependent and also rule driven,
which can be frustrating to clients. I like to enable
understanding in situations that seem complex and
overwhelming.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would like to see a model that focuses less on billable
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SEEKING BALANCE:
I try to keep flexible in my approach to work—delegating tasks when I need to, working at home while
watching my kids if necessary, and the like. I basically
utilize a mix of various strategies so I can be as present
at work and in my home life as I can be.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I would like to have been a police officer.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Listening to K-pop relentlessly.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
New York City
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I binge-watch “ChiPs.” I would like to visit the Galapagos one day.

Angela A. Ciolfi
After devoting her legal career to public service, much of it as legal director of the Legal Aid Justice Center’s
JustChildren program, Angela was named executive director of the LAJC, overseeing the entire organization and
its services.
LOOKING BACK:
My origin story won’t sell any books. I had a happy, if
ordinary, childhood growing up in the foothills of the Blue
Ridge, mostly taking for granted my lucky lot in life. I left my
childhood home with relentless optimism (some might call it
naivete) and the steadfast belief—despite the evidence—that
most people will do the right thing if given the right information and adequate opportunity. It is what keeps me going
when the world is at its coldest and meanest.
FIRST JOB:
In high school, I worked for a veterinarian cleaning out
kennels on weekends. I learned that the longer you procrastinate, the bigger the mess.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
In 2003-04 I was extremely fortunate to clerk for Judge
Reginald C. Lindsay, the second black man to be appointed to the federal bench in Massachusetts. Every day he
told us firsthand stories about growing up in Birmingham,
Alabama, during Jim Crow, his first career as a radio DJ
self-dubbed the “Midnight Mover Grover,” and integrating
the stodgy Boston law firms with Deval Patrick. Judge
Lindsay was just as famous for being a sharp intellect and
fair jurist as he was for his ever-quotable sayings (sometimes caught on the record), such as “It’s your little red
wagon, you can push it or pull it, run it or wreck it!”
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
When you pursue your first job, you are not just choosing a
practice area. You are choosing your clients and colleagues.
Choose wisely. You will be spending a lot of time with them.

I WOULD CHANGE:
That’s easy: the laws. I would eliminate the fines and fees
that keep low-income people in a perpetual state of punishment, recognize health care for all as a basic human
right, give immigrant Americans a path to citizenship, and
stop distributing educational opportunities by zip code.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
I just took on a big new job leading the Legal Aid Justice
Center, so I think I am about to find out!
SEEKING BALANCE:
Let’s be candid. Mostly I fail at this. I do have some
hard and fast rules for myself like not sacrificing sleep,
nutrition or exercise. I also constantly look for efficiencies, such as investing time upfront in systems or tech
solutions that will automate tasks in the future. But since
I have not been successful in manufacturing time, I am
learning to make the most of the time I do have—at
work and at home—by being fully present in each moment. Really hearing my daughter when she laughs and
truly seeing the way light refracts when the sun is low in
the sky and casts an orange glow over Charlottesville.
This is something I work on every minute of every day
and have by no means mastered!
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
Talent aside… I would be a dancer in my alternate life.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
In high school, I spent a summer living in VCU’s Cabaniss
Hall and working in a microbiology lab that manipulated—

Legal Aid Justice Center
Charlottesville
for therapeutic benefit only, of course—the cannabinoid
receptor, which is the receptor that marijuana binds to in
the brain. I am proud to say I only set fire to my workspace once the whole summer!

Congratulations to our honoree
for the Class of 2019

Vicki Tucker
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Karen L. Cohen
Karen, a land use attorney, has been a leader in bar real estate sections. After earning her master’s degree in real
estate development from George Mason, she has been an advocate for what the program offers to local industry.
LOOKING BACK:
I feel a strong connection to the city of Alexandria,
because I grew up there and was a law clerk in my
father’s law firm in Old Town Alexandria while I
attended law school at night at Georgetown. After
law school, I clerked for U.S. District Judge Leonie
M. Brinkema of the Eastern District during the last
year that the federal courthouse was on Washington
Street in Old Town Alexandria. Although I practice
now in Prince William County in Old Town Manassas (a different “Old Town”), I’ll always feel a special
connection to the Alexandria bar and the city where I
started my legal career.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Kristina Keech Spitler, a prior recipient of the VLW Influential Women of Virginia award, has been especially
supportive in encouraging me to become involved in
the bar, the real estate development industry, and the
community. This involvement has not only helped me
grow my land use and real estate development practice
but has led to a more fulfilling career.

Vanderpool, Frostick
& Nishanian PC
Manassas

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be flexible and adapt according to what your life
brings. You may decide to make certain changes like
going part-time to take care of children or parents or
for any other personal reason, or you may decide to
shift your path within the law. I’ve done all these things.

But whatever you do, if you love being a lawyer, keep
doing it – don’t stop.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy that I’ve been able to incorporate my prior
education and experience in architecture and real
estate development into my land use and real estate
transactional practice. I especially enjoy the variety of
the work that I do – it’s never boring.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I always joke that I would have a law firm where we go
back to the days of Abraham Lincoln – we would draft
all the documents with a quill pen. All the contracts
would be reasonable in length because nobody would
ever draft a 100-page lease with a feather pen!
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I might have been a journalist/essayist or a stand-up
comedian.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Watching Mel Brooks movies or any other wacky
comedy, like the “Naked Gun” movies. We just watched
“Young Frankenstein” the other night – it never gets old!
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I have sold several pieces of my artwork at a local
gallery in Manassas.

Hon. Elizabeth K. Dillon
The first woman to serve on the federal bench in the Western District of Virginia, Judge Dillon is known for her
commitment to public service, her keen legal mind and her stable judicial temperament.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born in Omaha, Nebraska, and lived there for my
formative years. I grew up surrounded by my immediate and extended family, including three great-grandparents. Surrounded by people who loved and supported me, I made wonderful memories, learned the
value of hard work, heard of family history, and was
taught the importance of caring for one another.
FIRST JOB:
My first jobs were summer jobs working for the
telephone company as a clerk and then as a long
distance operator. I learned to be punctual, that doing
your best should be a personal practice regardless of
acknowledgement, and that service to others can be
rewarding. I also learned that many people cheated
the system on person-to-person collect calls.

United States District Court
Roanoke

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Professor Lowell Ashman was my political science
professor at Lenoir-Rhyne College. I had no exposure
to the practice of law as a profession and had never
thought of the law as a career. He cared for all of his
students and suggested to me one day that I should
give some thought to becoming a lawyer. He then
helped me find a part-time job with a local law firm
and launched me on my career path.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Determine what your goals are, and examine regularly
whether you are pursuing your own goals or only the
goals that others expect you to pursue.
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I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I have always enjoyed the people the most. The
people for whom and with whom I work have made a
fascinating career even more rewarding.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would impose mandatory “down time.” While technology has enabled us to practice law and be available
24/7, it is not a healthy or sustainable lifestyle.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
The biggest challenge now is sentencing criminal
defendants. It is often difficult to determine what
sentence is “sufficient, but not greater than necessary”
to accomplish the purposes of sentencing.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I balance my life with the assistance of my husband and
children who are loving, supportive, and understanding.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I would have likely been an English teacher.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Chef Boyardee pizza.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
My favorite getaway location is any location where I
can visit with my two daughters.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I have learned to eat my vegetables, but I do not often
enjoy them.

Cheshire I’Anson Eveleigh
A leading family law attorney in Virginia, Cheshire has chaired the Virginia Family Law Coalition for 10 years.
She has been elected a juvenile and domestic relations judge, and she will take the bench July 1.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up all over the world as my father was a career
naval officer. Having that experience was difficult at
times with moving every few years, but it also exposed
me to different parts of the world that I wouldn’t have
ordinarily seen. It has helped me be comfortable in
many different social settings as I had to learn to make
new friends every few years.

family law practice means that I see different cases
every day, so I don’t ever get bored with the practice of
family law.

FIRST JOB:
My first job was cooking at a McDonald’s restaurant
at age 16. I learned the meaning of hard work and that
working is an important part of growing up.

MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Chairing the Virginia Family Law Coalition. It takes a lot
of time getting ready to go to the General Assembly as
well as the time that it takes to make sure that we have
members of the Coalition available to talk about family
law bills in Richmond for the two months of session.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Judge Winship Tower took me under her wing when
she was a practicing attorney to encourage me to
get involved in bar association activities. Her advice
helped me greatly in growing my family law practice
through referrals from attorneys I have met at bar
association meetings.

I WOULD CHANGE:
The stress that many of us feel, looking over our shoulders wondering about unfounded malpractice claims,
given our litigious society.

SEEKING BALANCE:
I have a wonderful husband who steps up to help with
the children on a regular basis. I also have an assistant
who is as organized as I am and knows when to bother
me when I am out of the office and when not to.

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Find a mentor as soon as you can. If that attorney mentor is a woman, even better. And don’t be afraid to ask
questions of your mentor. They have probably experienced what you are going through, and if not, you can
work on the problem together to reach a solution.

GUILTY PLEASURE:
Making s’mores with my kids.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the fact that each day is different. Having a

YOU DON’T KNOW:
I like to drive fast cars and I love college basketball.

WolcottRiversGates
Virginia Beach

FAVORITE GETAWAY:
With the family - The Homestead. For a girls’ trip –
NYC.

Congratulations

Colleen M. Quinn
2019 Influential Women of Law Honoree

We are proud to
welcome our new Associate

Kate Miceli

Personal Injury ■ Divorce, Custody, Support ■ Pre- and Post-Nuptial ■ Equitable Distribution
Adoption & Surrogacy ■ Employment Law ■ Estate & Health Planning ■ LGBTQI unique issues

4928 West Broad St.
Richmond, VA 23230
(804) 285-6253
www.lockequinn.com

Lisa M. Frisina
A recognized expert in workers’ compensation law, Lisa steps up to educate others in the profession and those
affected by that practice. She broke barriers as the first female president of the Virginia Association of Defense
Attorneys.
LOOKING BACK:
I was so very fortunate to grow up surrounded by
family (immediate and extended, Irish and Italian), but
didn’t truly appreciate my circumstances until I attended college. I tried desperately to get through my first
two years at St. Bonaventure without anyone knowing
I was a “townie.” Once my friends realized my family
actually lived only a few minutes away, it was as if my
parents had adopted 10 more children.
FIRST JOB:
I was hired as a sales clerk in the accessories department of a local department store (at the age of 16). I
learned very quickly that pantyhose came in all shapes
and sizes, and that the elderly women appreciated it
when I remembered what they wore (because they
sometimes couldn’t recall). Most importantly, that position provided me the opportunity to develop a work
ethic and pride in a job well done.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
As a new associate 20 years ago, and then later as a
partner, I was guided and counseled by my late partner
and friend, Mike Blair. Despite the hours he billed, and
the time he spent in various management positions,
he always had time to answer my questions, to work
through hypotheticals, to discuss the law, to help with
marketing and client development, and to make sure
each person in his department had a special cake made
for his/her birthday. He taught me that while one’s
career is important, one’s family and faith are more im-

PennStuart
Richmond

portant. He was the example of what it looks like when
you try to do what you think is best all the time.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Above all else, maintain your integrity and compassion.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I have the ability to help my clients navigate a situation
and achieve the best result possible, while perhaps teaching them something that will be beneficial in the future.
I WOULD CHANGE:
The billable hour.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Working in a practice area that tends to require more
and more of my time each year.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I try to live my life on a daily basis: Some days, my
professional life takes priority and my personal life
takes a back seat. Other days, my personal life might
get more attention. For me, the stress of trying to seek
true balance between the two became too much.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Hats, purses and shoes.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I never learned how to whistle and I can’t sing to save
my life.

Rebecca Geller
Rebecca launched The Geller Law Group eight years ago to provide affordable legal services to small businesses,
non-profits, families, and individuals. She has championed causes that better the legal community, her local community and our nation.
LOOKING BACK:
Growing up in Richmond gave me a sense of our
country’s history but also pride in my Jewish faith since
Jews are such a minority in the Richmond area. Living
in a city that is overwhelmingly Christian, the small
Jewish community was very tightly knit and I found my
Jewish identity in this community.
FIRST JOB:
My first ever job was in high school, working at a Beanie Baby store during the height of the Beanie Baby
craze. I learned important lessons about working with
challenging customers that I still carry with me today.

The Geller Law Group
Fairfax
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AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
In law school, I had the privilege of interning for
now-retired U.S. District Judge Gerald Bruce Lee of
the Eastern District of Virginia. He taught me the
importance of giving back and the true meaning of “to
whom much is given, much is expected.” Judge Lee
inspired me to mentor women and minority lawyers
and help me understand why it is so important to give
back. Helping others is an integral value in my law
firm. During the recent government shutdown, we
hired 22 furloughed government workers to help with
part-time, short-term projects to help them get paid a
bit during the shutdown.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Challenge the status quo, particularly when it comes to
old-school expectations about working in the office until late at night. Obviously, some parts of a lawyer’s job
are time-sensitive or location-specific, but more often
than not why does it matter where you get your work
done? Why does it matter if a client is replied to at 10
p.m. or at 10 a.m.? Sometimes the key to changing the
world is simply to ask, “But why?” when someone tells
you that this is the way things have always been done.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I believe that it is vitally important that the law – and all
the protections and opportunities it provides – is accessible to all. Most people seek the resources of our legal system at the moment of their greatest vulnerability or time
of need. It is an awesome challenge to be entrusted with
that kind of responsibility and one I take very seriously.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Attending Washington, DC, sporting events – especially playoffs or championship games.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
Despite running a law firm of 21 employees and having
three young kids, I do not drink coffee. In fact, I have
never had a cup of coffee in my life. I rarely have
caffeine in general.

Julie Curran Gerock
Active in the profession and the community at large, and with a thriving family law practice, Julie has contributed
to the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, the Fairfax Law Foundation and many others.
LOOKING BACK:
I am from North Reading, Massachusetts. At the time,
North Reading was a small, predominantly blue-collar
community. There was a sense of community and
pride. Everyone knew each other. It impacted me in
that I knew there were always friends, neighbors and
family who were looking out for me and each other.
There was accountability. As a result, there was an
expectation that you should work hard, whether in
school, in sports or activities, or in jobs. Nothing was
free. Everything was earned.
FIRST JOB:
My first real job was as a bagger at a local grocery
store. I got the job on my own without telling my parents. My mom found out when I was leaving the house
on my bike in my new uniform, and she wondered how
I got the job as I was not of legal age to work.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be bold, be brave, be patient, be you. Find mentors.
Get involved in the community. Cultivate relationships
with men and women, within the law and outside the
law. Learn from them. Observe. Listen. Decide what
kind of lawyer you want to be and then work hard
being that lawyer, that person.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
Every day is different and presents new challenges. I enjoy using my creativity, meeting all kinds of

people from different cultures, countries, economic and educational backgrounds. As a family law
attorney, I enjoy trying to help people improve their
situation whether helping them to gain financial
independence, obtain more time with their children,
protect a person’s business and assets, break the
cycle of abuse, collect child support, and generally
help them through one of the most difficult times in
a person’s life.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Balancing the demands of a busy trial practice while at
the same time trying to maintain sufficient boundaries
within my personal life.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A high school teacher.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
British Virgin Islands on a sailboat. If not there, then
Wilmington, North Carolina.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I was on the dance team at the University of Miami
and I have a national championship ring from when
Miami won the national championship in the Orange
Bowl in 1991. I was also in a pre-Super Bowl commercial with Jimmy Johnson that was filmed at his former
restaurant Three Rings Bar & Grill at the Eden Roc
Hotel on Miami Beach.

Congratulations to all of the winners as well
as our own Katherine J. Seikaly on her
recognition as one of the Virginia Lawyers
Weekly Most Influential Women for 2019.

reedsmith.com
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Falls Church

Katherine J. Seikaly
Partner, Tysons

Nina J. Ginsberg
Nina Ginsberg has defended individuals and corporations in a wide range of criminal matters, with a focus on national security law, white collar investigations, financial fraud, computer crime, copyright fraud, and professional ethics.
LOOKING BACK:
I lived in an apartment on the 11th floor of an apartment
building in New York City. As a child and young adult,
I was exposed to people and cultures from all over the
world. People talking to themselves on the subway were
as ever-present as the art I saw in museums and the rich
cultural experiences I had living in New York. I also recall
developing routines and having to make choices in an
environment that I always expected to be changing.

DiMuroGinsberg PC
Alexandria

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Do work that you believe in. Work hard so that
you can get up each day proud of what you have
already done and what you expect of yourself for
the future. Recognition will come. Surround yourself
with people who share your values and commitment
to the work you do. Treat people the way you want
them to treat you.

FIRST JOB:
My first real job was working in an inner city drug program in Rochester, New York, after graduating from college. My job was to try to convince judges to allow drug
addicts charged with crimes to enter drug treatment as an
alternative to incarceration. I spent my days for two years
in Rochester’s inner city, which felt like another country to
me. I was falsely arrested for having four black men in my
car who were co-workers in the drug program. Four of us
were released after the police told us that the fifth person
had confessed to having drugs in my car. That individual
was released an hour later without being charged with
a crime. That experience was the reason I went to law
school and became a criminal lawyer.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I have the ability to make the lives of the people I represent
a little easier and to make the system a little more fair.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Nancy Hollander is what I would call a “freedom fighter.” She is an attorney who has represented the most
despised and the richest of the rich. I have learned
from her example that we don’t have the luxury of
giving up or giving in to injustice.

FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The Italian countryside.

I WOULD CHANGE:
I would eliminate the systemic injustice and implicit bias
that plague the criminal justice system in this country.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Representing persons charged with death penalty
offenses.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Time away with family and friends.

YOU DON’T KNOW:
I’m pretty handy with tools. I dropped out of college
for almost a year to live on a kibbutz in Israel.

Risa Goluboff
A legal historian focusing on American constitutional and civil rights law, Risa is the first female dean of the University of Virginia law school. She led the school’s committee charged with responding to the 2017 white nationalist rally.
LOOKING BACK:
I am from New York originally. I went to high school
in Brooklyn in the 1980s, when there was a lot of racial
tension and racial violence. I went to a progressive and
pretty racially integrated high school. The contrast
between the two made me think a lot about race and
racial justice.

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Do what you are passionate about, know that you
have what it takes to succeed, and remember that
practicing law comes with responsibility as well as
opportunity. Also, if you want a life partner, make sure
he/she/they respect your career aspirations as much as
his/her/their own.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Brett Dignam was my clinical professor at Yale Law
School. She was so smart, so no-nonsense, so capable of anything. She taught me how to follow a legal
argument through to its very end, and how to do the
best for my client no matter what it took.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy amplifying the voices of people who would
otherwise face obstacles to making themselves heard
and their rights vindicated.

University of Virginia
School of Law
Charlottesville
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I WOULD CHANGE:
I would ensure access to justice for all.

Stephanie E. Grana
For more than 23 years, Stephanie has fought for those affected by catastrophic injury and death, securing more
than 45 verdicts and settlements exceeding $1 million while earning the admiration and respect of fellow counsel.
FIRST JOB:
Prior to becoming a lawyer I had three jobs: 1) McDonald’s employee, 2) lifeguard, and 3) swim team
coach. I learned that I did not want to have to punch a
time clock in my adult career; that wearing polyester in
the heat is not fun; that one should not eat at fast food
restaurants late at night unless you place a special
order; that you should learn how to swim when you are
young; that you should wear sunscreen; that coaching
includes teaching the parents as well as the children;
and that it is important and exciting to take chances
and to leave your comfort zone.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
I clerked for the Court of Appeals from August 1993
through 1994 and my first legal mentor was Judge Joseph E. Baker of the Virginia Court of Appeals. Judge
Baker referred to all of his law clerks as “Baker trained.”
He stressed that your “word” and your reputation
are your most precious attributes in the law – don’t
jeopardize them.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be nice to your legal assistant and the court clerks.
Leave the office to get lunch. Be active within the law
and within your community – you will benefit from
both personally and professionally. Every outing or
activity is a networking opportunity.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
From the very beginning, this has been far more than a
9 to 5 job – it is a humbling profession. As a trial lawyer,
I have the ability to help clients who have been terribly
injured achieve some measure of justice. I get to be their
voice; their champion. And, I fight for my clients as the
underdog in a “David v. Goliath” setting. How cool is that!
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would eliminate caps on recoveries. The fact that the
people who are the most injured are further handicapped by legislation that limits their recovery is a
travesty of our legal system.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I don’t! There is no balance, so finding some compromise professionally and personally is a constant
struggle. Some days, I consider myself to be a good
wife and mother and some days, I am a good lawyer. It
is only on those rare, but precious, days that I get to be
great at both!
GUILTY PLEASURE:
I truly enjoy a good dessert. Having dessert for dinner
(or breakfast or lunch) is my “guilty pleasure.”
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I have flown on a trapeze next to the East River in
NYC, and I have a black Belt in Tae Kwon Do.

Compton & Duling, LC
congratulates

Maryse C. Allen

on her recognition as an
Influential Women of Law.

Breit Cantor Grana Buckner
Richmond

The Virginia Women Attorneys Association wishes to
extend our congratulations to the entire inaugural class
of “Influential Women of Law” for 2019, and especially
to these honorees who are current VWAA members:

Maryse C. Allen
Carole H. Capsalis
Janet W. Cho
Karen L. Cohen
Hon. Elizabeth K. Dillon
Julie Curran Gerrock
Nina J. Ginsberg
Virginia C. Haizlip
Sandra L. Havrilak
Patice L. Holland
Joan C. McKenna
Courtney A. Van Winkle
Hon. Jacqueline Ward Talevi
Barbara S. Williams

Maryse is a member at Compton & Duling, LC
and leads a highly successful family law practice.
She is the 31st Judicial Circuit’s Bar Council
representative, is on the Board of the Prince William
County Bar Association, has been listed in Super
Lawyers® since 2016, named Top Lawyer by Northern
Virginia Magazine and is rated AV by Martindale Hubbell.

Virginia C. Haizlip
With a focus on family law, Virginia enjoys working with clients from all walks of life, including federal employees,
business owners, immigrants and stay-at-home parents. She is skilled at mediation as well as litigation.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in the Finger Lakes area of New York state in
a small town. Most people knew each other and knew
each other’s family members. Growing up in that type
of community taught me the importance of integrity
and being a good citizen. You never knew when you
were going to interact with the relative of a classmate,
for example, and your reputation always preceded you.

clients to help them through difficult situations. When
I look back at a client at the end of a difficult case and
I see that their lives have improved, I feel that my work
has truly been worthwhile.

FIRST JOB:
My first job was as a cashier at Chase-Pitkin, a home
improvement store. Working there taught me the
value of hard work and also the value of education,
because I knew right away that I did not want to work
there for the rest of my life!

MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
The biggest challenge for me has been overcoming imposter syndrome and developing confidence in my abilities.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
I have been lucky to work with several wonderful female
attorneys, both in my firm and in professional organizations. I started out working for Marcia Maddox and
Teresa Cole and learned so much from both of them.
I have also met great female attorneys in the VWAA,
such as Sarah Piper and Kelly Juhl, who gave me professional and personal advice on countless occasions.

McCandlish Lillard
Fairfax

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Don’t be afraid of change and taking new directions. Your
career might end up looking completely different than you
thought it would as a brand new attorney and that’s okay.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
My favorite thing about my profession is working with

I WOULD CHANGE:
I would like to see attorneys work harder to treat each
other more respectfully and compassionately.

SEEKING BALANCE:
I balance my professional and personal life by prioritizing my commitments, getting support from my
husband, and learning to say no.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I have always enjoyed working with children and considered going into teaching, specifically special education.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Reading mystery novels and watching HGTV!
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
I grew up going to the Outer Banks and still enjoy
going there with my family.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I am an animal lover. I also really enjoy baking. My
personal specialty is banana bread.

Sandra L. Havrilak
Sandra has worked tirelessly as a volunteer at the Virginia State Bar and the American Bar Association on issues
involved in family law, abuse and neglect, and juvenile law, while also serving in the VSB disciplinary system.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. Coming
from a small town made me aware of how much I was
missing. It made me want to travel to see other areas
of the country.
FIRST JOB:
I was a lifeguard and swim instructor. I learned that
sometimes you just have to take a deep breath and
jump into the deep end. You will learn how to swim.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My high school political science professor encouraged
me to skip my senior year and start college. He always
said that I could do whatever I wanted as long as I
worked hard and did not give up.

The Havrilak Law Firm PC
Fairfax
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MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Working my way through law school and passing the
Virginia bar exam.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I make sure to take time for myself. I find something
I like to do outside of the office and make it happen.
If you are not happy in your personal life, it will affect
your professional life.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I probably would have been a lobbyist or pursued
public office.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
A glass of good wine and a novel.

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
You need to work hard, be prepared and be respectful
towards everyone.

FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Anywhere the phone does not ring and emails and text
messages can’t get through.

I WOULD CHANGE:
I would turn back the clock on technology – no emails,
no recording devices, and no electronic discovery. I
would also give law students more real-world training,
not just reading case books for three years.

YOU DON’T KNOW:
During my junior year of college, I interned for Legal
Services in Anacostia, Washington, DC.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

Patice L. Holland
Patice is the first African-American woman to become a partner at Woods Rogers. She has been praised for showing patience and leadership when mentoring associate attorneys, with an emphasis on assisting female lawyers to
grow within the firm and the profession.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was at Movie Starz Video in Rocky
Mount, Virginia. This was the best job (and I still say
it was probably my favorite of all time). I love movies,
entertainment and people and this job provided me an
opportunity to engage all three!
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Judge Michael P. Allen, of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims, was my professor at
Stetson and he became a dear friend to me during
and after law school. He always encouraged me to
be myself, follow my instincts and to keep a sense of
humor! My first day of law school, I drove myself to
Burger King and ended up eating lunch alone. He
later asked me how my day was and I told him I ate
lunch alone at Burger King and he was appalled. He
always told me to never eat alone – he would eat
with me, but that I should always stay engaged and
to put myself out there. Once he was appointed to
the bench and had to leave his family to relocate to
DC, I sent him a note to never eat alone and to stay
engaged.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Don’t forget to “look up.” When you first begin your
legal career, you will have a tendency to work based
on your goals/dreams and create a timeline of when

things and events are to happen for you (i.e. making
partner, buying a house, etc.). Don’t work so hard that
you forget to look up and realize how fast time flies.
I WOULD CHANGE:
If I had the power, I would do more to increase
diversity and inclusion and to promote more work-life
balance in the law practice. Diverse attorneys and
diverse practices promote creativity and enhance the
practice of law.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
A big challenge for me, especially in the area of
transportation law, serving as outside counsel for the
railroad industry, is having to prove myself to male
counsel who believe I am not competent because I
wear a skirt or because I am a minority female attorney. While being confronted with these implicit biases,
on what seems like a daily basis, it can and does wear
on me. However, I continue to educate counsel on
these issues and certainly work to prove myself by
always being prepared and serving as a professional
and zealous advocate for my clients.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Watching reality television (also known as “Trash TV”).
It is a great way to clear my mind and not have to think
about anything.

Woods Rogers PLC
Roanoke

Congratulations

VALERIE LONG

Congratulations to Valerie Long on her selection to the inaugural class of “Influential
Women of Law.” Throughout her career, Valerie has been a leader within Williams Mullen
and her community. With persistent integrity, she has established herself as a talented,
trusted advocate for Charlottesville’s real estate industry. She has set the standard for
how to treat clients and colleagues. Thank you, Valerie, for being a tremendous leader
and friend to our clients, our colleagues and our community.
Valerie Long

Cynthia E. Hudson
A former city attorney in Hampton, Cynthia became the first African-American female Chief Deputy Attorney
General. She leads one of the largest agencies in the commonwealth, developing and implementing significant
policies that have affected positively the lives of numerous citizens.
LOOKING BACK:
With the benefit of hindsight, I realize now that
growing up in a community as small and nurturing as
Crewe, Virginia (where it seemed every third person
was a relative or family friend), gave me tremendous
support and fostered the sense of trust, security and
confidence that allowed me to push myself and to test
my aspirations.
FIRST JOB:
As a beneficiary of a federal youth jobs program
(CETA), I worked for two high school summers as a
clerical assistant at a halfway house for non-violent
drug offenders. From that experience, I learned that
every decision counts on the path to the future you
want, but it’s rarely too late to alter the course of your
life by learning from poor decisions rather than being
defeated by them and allowing them to define you
forever.

Office of the Attorney
General of Virginia
Richmond

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Eva Tashjian-Brown, retired now from McGuireWoods
LP, was a vitally important legal practice mentor for
me in my earliest years as a lawyer. Just as important
as the invaluable practical litigation and client relations
advice she provided, Eva modeled for me a comfortable, confident manner and course of dealing in
a world that was at that time totally foreign to me on
nearly every level. She showed me the necessity of
tempering the rigors of a high intensity legal practice

with compassion, humor, and personal pursuits that
renew the energy and enthusiasm needed for our
professional challenges.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Always bring your best legal skills, talents, abilities and
judgment every day and to everything you do professionally, accompanied by your voice and “presence.”
Never think you have to sacrifice or devalue any
instincts and qualities that being a woman may bring
to your own professional approach and lawyering
style. Make room to be “you,” rather than a replica of
anyone else.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the challenge of the continual learning process
presented by the evolution of policy, thought, and process involved in practicing law. It keeps me mindful of
the need to be open-minded and adaptable to change.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Late-1970s disco-era music.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
My hometown – Crewe. It’s just far enough away
from the center of things that I do feel like I’m “away.”
But more importantly, because my mom is there and
everything I loved about it is pretty much like I left it in
my youth, it’s a good place for me to get re-centered
and re-focused.

Melissa Hogue Katz
Melissa is the current president-elect of the Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys. Her expertise
lies in personal injury and premises liability law, where she’s practiced in state and federal courts in Virginia and D.C. for nearly three decades.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Fairfax County and as a result I am used
to a fast-paced, competitive environment. My dad
used to always tell me to stop and smell the roses; it
took me awhile to appreciate his sage advice.
FIRST JOB:
At age 16, I was hired as a part-time cashier/cook at
Godfather’s Pizza. This gave me a new appreciation of
the value of money and hard work and further fueled
my intent to go to college.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
I consider myself very fortunate to have had the
opportunity to have served as one of the late Chief
Justice Leroy R. Hassell Sr.’s law clerks. He was a very
well-spoken and kind mentor who had a good sense of
humor. I will always remember his adage about being a
trial lawyer. He said winning isn’t always about who is the
smartest; it is usually about who is the best prepared.

Bancroft, McGavin,
Horvath & Judkins PC
Fairfax
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Always be authentic. While you will have many mentors, you need to be true to your own style. Always be
prepared. This is key to improving your success rate and
reducing unnecessary anxiety. Always keep raising the
bar. Keep crushing your goals and setting new ones.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the constant variety of cases, clients and strategizing in order to get the best results for my client.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Balancing my family with my career.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Efficient time management is key. At the start of each
week, I plan my itinerary which includes my family’s
schedule, food planning and exercise.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Spa pedicure and/or Netflix bingeing. Yes, you can do
these together.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
My favorite year-round, cheap and easy getaway
is going for long walks in the woods with my
dogs. I enjoy the change of seasons and have
accepted the fact that subsequent dog baths are
inevitable.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I have been an avid Crossfitter since 2009, and I enjoy
live comedy!

Hon. M. Hannah Lauck
Judge Lauck became the first woman to serve on the bench of the U.S. District Court in Richmond. She’s regarded as a thoughtful legal thinker, following the law in an impartial manner, but with humanity and compassion.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Northern Virginia in an area called Lake
Barcroft and went to Fairfax County Public Schools.
Because DC was so close, the local news was national
news. I followed government events, knowing early on
that I wanted to go into public service. Both military
and civil service were considered honorable career
paths. I chose civil.
FIRST JOB:
My first job (age 9) was a paper route delivering the
Washington Star, the now-defunct afternoon newspaper in the DC metropolitan area. It was a longer
route with fewer customers than that for the Washington Post, the morning paper. I learned that if you
work hard you can buy your own bike after just a few
months, making delivering the paper much easier. I
also learned which dogs would not bite.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
The Hon. James R. Spencer has served as a mentor
and role model for me throughout my career. My first
job was clerking for him and, amazingly, I now serve
in the seat he vacated. Judge Spencer gently guided
my thinking about how I could make a difference as an
attorney – giving thoughtful advice both professionally
and personally. Most importantly, Judge Spencer modeled excellence, hard work, fairness and love for family.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
I would tell her not to be too hard on herself. One

works hard as a lawyer and as a parent, spouse,
child, sibling or friend. Everyone is balancing a
great deal in life.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the intellectual challenge of practicing law.
Other lawyers are good at what they do, so even if an
issue is familiar, it’s rarely repetitive. I also care about
justice and am honored to serve in a legal community
that cares about it also.
I WOULD CHANGE:
If I could, I would roll back so much electronic interaction. I wish young lawyers had to go to the Clerk’s
Office because those folks have much to teach. I wish
lawyers would call each other more and email less.
It may be less efficient, but it’s more personal and a
better way to practice law.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
My biggest challenge has been getting enough sleep.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
If I had not gone into law, I might have become an
academic or journalist. I like to read and to write.
Indeed, these may be the primary job skills I bring to
the plate.

U.S. District Court
Richmond

GUILTY PLEASURE:
I drink Tab. It’s the original Diet Coke. I never got
used to diet sodas that actually taste sweet.

THE ALLEN LAW FIRM
CONGRATULATES

COURTNEY ALLEN
VAN WINKLE
ON BEING NAMED
TO “INFLUENTIAL
WOMEN IN LAW”

allenandallen.com | 1-866-388-1307

Stacy Elizabeth Lee
Stacy is the current president of the Old Dominion Bar Association. Her work currently focuses on insurance law, but she’s worked tirelessly since the early years of her career as an assistant public defender in
Richmond as an advocate for equal justice under the law for minorities.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born and raised right here in Richmond. While I
went away for college and law school, my family ties
brought me right back to home base. For me, there
is simply no place like Richmond. In addition to the
formation of lifelong friendships, delicious food and a
rich history, I can also relax at the beach, pick apples in
the mountains, and get a history lesson at the Smithsonian in less than a two-hour drive.
FIRST JOB:
I got my first job as a cashier at the Kroger in Carytown
when I was 16 years old. Looking back, I learned from
that experience that one should not undervalue the
ability to mentally and physically clock in and clock out.

Allstate Insurance Company
Richmond

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Devika Davis has served as a mentor to me for the last
nine years. I met Devika in the courthouse during my
first year of practice, and she committed then to help
me in any way that she could. She has always taken
time out of her tremendously busy schedule to guide
me through the tough cases – both in and out of the
courtroom.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
As you begin your legal career, remember that it
is okay to be assertive, and that “No” is a complete
sentence. Burnout is a real thing, so pick and choose

your other bar and social activities wisely. Lastly, find a
mentor early and utilize his/her steps, and missteps, to
guide your pathway.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
What I enjoy most about the practice of law is the
ability to impact people. Whether it was advocating
for someone with a substance abuse problem get
treatment as a criminal lawyer, or helping a civil client
navigate through an insurance defense case, it always
brings me joy to use my legal training to hopefully
lighten my client’s load, or at least their anxiety.
I WOULD CHANGE:
If I had the power, I would change the amount of time
it takes for issues found in the implementation of the
law to be changed by lawmakers. Too often, especially
in criminal matters, there are antiquated laws that
remain on the books.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Facebook before bed! It helps me decompress from a
long day and keeps me connected to people I do not
get to see often.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
Most people probably do not know that I have a minor
in dance, and that dancing brings me great joy. I also
love playing Cards Against Humanity.

Valerie Wagner Long
Valerie co-chairs Williams Mullen’s Land Use practice. She is known by her colleagues for having persistent integrity, for being extraordinarily thoughtful, and having a repository of a huge amount of “project” knowledge which she can use to a client’s advantage.
LOOKING BACK:
My father was a career Air Force Officer, so like many
military families, we moved every couple of years to a
new base. I always knew that when I was able to choose
where to live, that I would move back to Virginia. All
those moves helped me learn to adapt quickly to new
environments, make friends easily, and to get involved
in local activities right away. And I learned that there is
no better place to live than Virginia.
FIRST JOB:
Waiting tables in a restaurant. I learned the value of
good customer service and how customers would
reward me for it, how to juggle numerous of tasks at
once, to never say no to picking up someone else’s shift,
and literally how to balance an entire tray of entrees and
drinks without spilling on the customers. Perhaps one of
the very best jobs to prepare one for a legal career.

Williams Mullen PC
Charlottesville
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Make sure that your spouse or partner is truly an
equal partner in life. I’m so fortunate to have that in
my husband Don, who is also a practicing attorney in
a private firm. Not only is he my strongest supporter,
and the calmest and most rational person I know, but
he is an equal partner in sharing the workload at home
and with our boys. With my land use practice involv-

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

ing frequent evening meetings, he often had to leave
the office earlier than all his colleagues to pick up the
kids so I could be off at the planning commission. I
could never have made it this far without his equal
partnership and support.
SEEKING BALANCE:
It is always a challenge, but like most people, I just try
to carve out time in my day for my family and myself
for things like exercise and spending time with friends.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I worked in Washington, DC as a legislative aide for
a U.S. senator for several years after college. It was
a fabulous job, where I was surrounded by hordes
of other young political junkies (including my future
husband), had incredible experiences, and was able to
help advance policy issues that I cared about. If I had
not gone on to law school, I would likely have continued on in that or a similar position.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Dark chocolate and local craft beer.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
When I was 4 years old, I lived in Bangkok, Thailand,
for a year.

Corinne J. Magee
Corinne is the vice-president of the Virginia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. Her contributions to the legal education of VACDL members and other criminal law practitioners have helped
elevate the profession as a whole in Virginia.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born in Devils Lake, North Dakota, and moved
to suburban Minneapolis with my family when I
was 10. I never saw an African-American until we
drove to Minnesota for the State Fair when I was
about 8. I saw a man walking down the sidewalk, and
was amazed that he had a black face. At that time,
Minnesota had a 3 percent minority population, of
which 2/3 were Native American. My involvement
in criminal defense has made me much more aware
of the prejudices still faced by African-Americans,
Hispanics and Middle Easterners, which I am continuously fighting in my cases.
FIRST JOB:
When I was in high school, my former swim coach,
who was the director of the community swimming
program, invited me to come and work as an assistant
swimming instructor. I learned that I was much better
at teaching swimming than I was a competitive swimmer. One of my greatest loves as a lawyer is teaching
CLE programs and mentoring “newbe” lawyers.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Sally Pfeiffer. Sally was my boss in the Appellate
Screening Unit at the Rhode Island Supreme Court,
where our primary responsibility was writing prehearing reports for the Justices. I thought I wrote well when
I left law school, but Sally REALLY taught me to write.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I am a natural ham, and love advocating for my client
in front of twelve people in the jury box. Although jury
trials have become rare in Virginia, I’ve learned that in
many cases I can get a more lenient verdict from a jury
than was offered to my client by the prosecution.
SEEKING BALANCE:
From the outset, during my days as a prosecutor, I
learned to shut the door to my practice when I went
home at night. I don’t read murder mysteries or
lawyer novels, and I have never watched an episode
of CSI-anywhere on television. My life outside my law
practice includes choir, reading, cooking, and watching
a lot of PBS and HGTV.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Playing mindless computer games as I sit in front of
the television after dinner in the evening.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Hotel Marina El Cid Spa & Beach Resort in Puerto
Morales, Mexico
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I (used to) collect giraffes. I now have so many around
my house, I have asked friends and family to quit giving them to me for Christmas and birthdays. I am the
alto section leader in the choir at church.

The Magee Law Firm PLLC
McLean

Congratulations to Joan McKenna for
being selected for the inaugural class of
“Influential Women of Law.” In her career,
Joan has exemplified professionalism,
integrity, generosity to her colleagues, and
mentorship to younger members of the bar.
She is a trusted advisor to her employment
law clients, and we are proud to count her
among our colleagues at O’Hagan Meyer.

Congratulations Joan C. McKenna
2019 Influential Women of Law Honoree

Julie E. McConnell
Julie is the director of the Children’s Defense Clinic at UR. She contributes thousands of hours of pro bono representation every year in juvenile delinquency proceedings, post-conviction cases, custody cases, and protective order hearings.
LOOKING BACK:
Growing up in rural Mississippi and in Memphis, I saw,
early on, the impact of racial injustice and extreme
poverty. These experiences dramatically influenced
the trajectory of my career. Many of the women in
my life, my grandmother, great-aunt, mother, and
cousins, were devoted to helping others. I saw the joy
they took in that. I also had the wonderful opportunity
to participate in a Meals on Wheels program with
my mother. Taking meals to people who were housebound and were so happy to have company, as well as
food, was meaningful and influenced what I wanted to
do with my life. I knew I wanted to find a way to help
address the inequities I witnessed.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
One of the most important people in my life is my
dear friend, Gigi Amateau. She is a young adult novelist and a gerontologist. She has helped me understand
trauma and the impact it has on people’s lives in a rich
and nuanced way that has deeply impacted the way
I teach students about advocacy for children and the
way in which I represent children myself.

University of Richmond
School of Law
Richmond

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Whatever path you choose, commit yourself to pro
bono work. You will gain so much more from it than
you can ever give. Help others find access to justice. It
will enrich your life and help you love your career.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
It provides a different challenge every day. I meet so
many fascinating people and never stop learning. In
many cases, my law students and I hold the keys to
improving lives, and I feel very fortunate to be at the
University of Richmond, which completely supports
our work on behalf of indigent litigants.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would provide counsel to indigent litigants for civil
matters such as divorce, custody, estate planning, and
elder law, and I would make sure that attorneys are
provided to defendants for post-conviction. I would
make sure that those attorneys who commit themselves to representing the indigent and working poor
are appropriately compensated.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I seriously considered pursuing a medical career as a
nurse practitioner. I love the way NPs really spend time
with patients and try to understand the root cause of
their condition.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I try never to miss “CBS Sunday Morning.” It celebrates the arts and restores my faith in the inherent
good in humanity. I love mysteries and can’t get
enough of all the amazing true crime podcasts and
documentaries available today.

Alison M. McKee
Alison is the president-elect of the Virginia Bar Association; she previously was chair of the VBA’s Young Lawyers
Division. Her dedication to the profession and the community are well known across the commonwealth, and by
her colleagues at her firm.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born in Flushing, New York, and grew up on the
South Shore of Long Island. I loved growing up on the
water and knew that wherever I settled, it would need
to be near the ocean.
FIRST JOB:
Teaching private swimming lessons to children and
adults at the Lucille Stretch Swim School in Ocean
Beach on Fire Island. I learned that every person can
and should learn how to swim as early as possible.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Waverly Pulley was my mentor when I was an associate and young partner at then Hunton & Williams.
Through his actions, Waverly taught me the importance of having and being a good mentor and how
a little humor can diffuse tension in even the most
intense negotiations.

Kaufman & Canoles PC
Virginia Beach
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
The path to success is often not linear. Know that
there are likely to be setbacks and that a career in
law is a marathon and not a sprint. Always keep your
family interests first because at the end of the day,
that’s what’s most important in life. And it goes by just
as quickly as everyone says!

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
The intellectual challenge and helping clients solve
problems.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would eliminate the billable hour.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Balancing the needs of four children and my career.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I have sought out non-traditional work arrangements.
For example, I was a part-time lawyer when I made
partner at my first firm.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
Most likely a teacher.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Chocolate covered expresso beans.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Hanalei Bay, Kauai. Our family goes there every other
year. It’s paradise.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
Before becoming a varsity cheerleader in high school,
I was a member of the baton twirling team!

Joan C. McKenna
Joan is a past president of the Virginia Women Attorneys Association, and she currently serves as a director at
large. She is well-regarded as one of Virginia’s top employment attorneys, and she speaks regularly to employers
on various topics in the field.
LOOKING BACK:
Growing up in Philadelphia where the Declaration of
Independence was signed made me deeply aware of
and thankful for the principles upon which the United
States was founded, and mindful of the fact that while
freedom and self-governance may be basic human
rights, they are not a reality for most of the world’s
people.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was as a general assignment reporter
for a small Pennsylvania daily newspaper. It taught
me the key role of the press in holding government
accountable to the people they are elected to serve,
at all levels, local, state, and federal. I also observed
first-hand the instrumental role an effective trial lawyer
can play in litigation when I covered jury trials for the
newspaper.

O’Hagan Meyer
Richmond

religion, gender, age, disability or sexual orientation. I
am extremely proud to have the opportunity to assist
my clients in their efforts to attain those goals. At the
same time, companies have the right to be profitable
and conduct their business in whatever way makes the
most sense to them. I love learning about my clients
and their industries.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Learning that the side I believe to be “right” doesn’t
always win in litigation.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I schedule all non-work activities. If something isn’t on
the schedule, it won’t happen.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A travel writer.

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Believe in your own excellence. Self-confidence is
critical to actual success in the legal field. Too many
brilliant, capable women lawyers question their own
competence while their male counterparts do not.

GUILTY PLEASURE:
Ben & Jerry’s Pint Slices.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
As an employment lawyer, I believe in the social goals
of the employment law statutes, that is, that all people
should be treated equally at work regardless of race,

YOU DON’T KNOW:
My last year of high school was spent in an international
convent school in Ireland, and I sat for the SATs in Dublin after traveling across Ireland on my own at 16.

FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Cozumel’s undeveloped east coast.

Congr atulations
to Nina Ginsberg
and to all
the attorneys
and judges
named to the
inaugur al class
of “Influential
Women of Law.”
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Carrie Hallberg O’Malley
Carrie has pioneered the innovative alternative financing program known as PACE—Property Assessed Clean
Energy. She’s recognized for her heart and drive, hard work and perseverance, which has led to superior levels of
personal and professional success.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born in Richmond, and our family moved to
Fredericksburg (where both of my parents were raised)
when I was 7 years old. I grew up in Fredericksburg,
attended public schools and enjoyed life in a small town
where everyone knew each other. I was fortunate to
have grandparents living in Fredericksburg who had a
profound and lasting impact on me.
FIRST JOB:
My first job after graduating from the University of
Richmond was working as a loaned executive for the
Greater Richmond United Way Annual Fundraising
Campaign. It was a short-term position, with a modest
monthly stipend. While it was a challenge making ends
meet (thank goodness for mileage reimbursements), I
learned so much, including the importance of giving back
to my community.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My godfather, Kenny Whitescarver, has been a
steadfast supporter of me throughout my life. We lost
him several years ago to colon cancer, and I miss him
dearly. Kenny was an estate and trust attorney, and
he eventually became a client. He encouraged me
to attend law school and go into private practice. His
guidance and mentorship were invaluable to me.

Hirschler
Richmond

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be resilient! It’s a marathon, not a sprint. Figure out a
way to make yourself invaluable to your team, your
firm, and your clients. Always deliver exceptional client

service and work product at a competitive price. Make
your friends your clients, and your clients your friends.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Adjusting to being a working mom with an incredibly
demanding legal practice.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I aim to reserve some down time for myself every week –
whether it’s meditating, listening to a book on Audible, or
indulging in a glass of wine and a few games of Candy Crush.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I like to make people laugh, so maybe a “Saturday Night
Live” cast member or a backup dancer for Madonna.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Enjoying delicious (not-so-good-for-you) foods and
great wines, binge-watching shows on Netflix (e.g.,
“Game of Thrones,” “House of Cards,” and “Parks and
Rec”), and sleeping!
YOU DON’T KNOW:
In 2016, our family put our spring break plans on hold
to deliver an unplanned litter of black lab puppies in our
mudroom. Family and neighbors gathered to watch
the miraculous event. As the birth unfolded over several
hours, I was also fielding calls and revising documents
for a $50 million loan portfolio deal in Puerto Rico! We delivered seven healthy pups, the deal closed the following
day without a hitch, and the client was impressed with my
multi-tasking abilities.

Susan M. Pesner

An accomplished real estate attorney in Northern Virginia and Washington, DC, Susan teaches others as a
licensed CLE instructor, when she is not busy running her firm. She served on the Virginia State Bar Council for
over a decade.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in a blue collar community and my parents
had an animal ranch. Everyone, including all the children, worked on the ranch - it was a family affair.
FIRST JOB:
Other than helping my parents on the ranch, my first
job was in a local children’s store stocking shelves every
day after school, Friday nights and all day Saturday.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Miss Anna Hendrick. A great “dirt” lawyer who I went to
work for immediately out of law school. She was smart,
tough, rugged and she taught me the value of careful
review, personal observation, and the art of listening.

Pesner Altmiller
Melnick & DeMers PLC
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Pick an area of law that you find interesting and hone
your skills. Watch, look and listen!
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy assisting clients in understanding the law and
how to make it work for them.
SEEKING BALANCE:
When you stop smiling every day, you need to reflect
on the cause and deal with it.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A college or law school professor.

Colleen Marea Quinn
While leading her family formation practice, Colleen has worked to defend the rights of women, single parents and
members of the LGBTQ community. She is considered one of the foremost experts on adoption law in Virginia.
LOOKING BACK:
I mainly grew up in NOVA. It taught me to move fast
and efficiently, to be patient (in NOVA traffic), and to
be careful about falling asleep on the Metro train.
FIRST JOB:
At age 15, I worked as a children’s books library
assistant at the Potomac Mills Library in Woodbridge.
Kids trash and eat loaned books a lot. I repaired many
books with bite marks and bites taken out.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Former Chief Justice Harry L. Carrico of the Virginia
Supreme Court. My clerkship with him as my first job
out of law school was an amazing experience in seeing
how the law played out in many different areas and
oftentimes based on very specific case facts. Justice
Carrico guided me in learning to craft well-reasoned
arguments - while also maintaining a keen sense of
humor and lots of good common sense.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
So trite, but true: follow your passion! Second, especially if you have kids, embrace the juggling act but
reserve time for you!
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy making clients happy (or quasi-happy) and
helping them find solutions to their legal problems. I also
love the variety of my practice which includes adoption &
surrogacy, personal injury, medical malpractice, employment and basic estate planning - every day is different!

I WOULD CHANGE:
The possibility of missing critical deadlines - every
litigator’s nightmare.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
While serving as president, merging the very traditional,
baby-boomer dominated American Academy of Adoption Attorneys (AAAA) with the more contemporary
and generally younger American Academy of Assisted
Reproductive Technology Attorneys (AAARTA) into
one international academy of about 460 Fellows - now
named the Academy of Adoption and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys (still “AAAA”).
SEEKING BALANCE:
It is more of an ongoing balancing act. My stress releases
include teaching aerobics, cycling, playing tennis, traveling and scuba diving. My down time is to escape in a
book - normally on my Kindle buried under the covers.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
An English professor.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Gin (Monkey 47) martini with blue cheese stuffed olives.
Alternatively a Vieux Carré - with a Luxardo cherry.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Bonaire in the Netherland Antilles for scuba diving.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I promised my parents I would get straight As if they

Locke & Quinn
Richmond
would let me attend the public high school (Hayfield)
in NOVA for the sports programs instead of attending
Catholic school. I sold books door to door out in Seattle
in college (a miserable but life changing experience).

Congratulations Alison M. McKee
2019 Influential Women of Law Honoree

We are extremely proud of Alison for being
named as a 2019 Influential Women of Law
honoree. Alison’s professionalism, commitment
to the community, and dedication to our
firm and the practice of law are invaluable.
We can. And we will.

kaufCAN.com

Betty Moore Sandler
After a successful career as a lobbyist, Betty became a family law practitioner in the 1980s and thereafter took
leadership roles in the International Academy of Family Lawyers and the American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers, among others.
FIRST JOB:
My first “job” was working for my parents in their various endeavors and enterprises. My father was County
Court Clerk in Floyd County, Kentucky, for 12 years,
and my mother was the chief deputy clerk. I learned
that “office hours” are not boundaries, the work is (the
boundary)... if it needs to be done, just do it.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
I have been accepted, advised, encouraged by so
many people along my path. I have observed many
people who served as role models whether they knew
it or not, and many friends and colleagues have given
freely of their time to answer questions and assist me
when I asked. I’m very independent but I never hesitated, especially in the practice of law, to ask “What do
you think?” “How would you…?” “Am I on the right
track?”

Nichols Zauzig Sandler PC
Woodbridge

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be prepared, always. Never stop learning (it is the
“practice” of law) and don’t be afraid to ask. Never and I mean never - take “no” for an answer, at least not
until all the options have been pursued.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I’m able to find solutions to problems. The general
categories and related issues are the same or similar,
but people are different and require fact-specific individualized resolution to their family problems.

MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Stepping back from the case and client needs and
taking time for my own family (and myself).
SEEKING BALANCE:
I took a yoga class when I went back to law school as a
single parent of a 10-year old and began to study and
practice yoga more seriously in my 50s (I’m 71 now).
Even my periodontist thinks she noticed a reduction in
stress-related symptoms in my gums.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I worked on the Hill during Watergate and then, in the
private sector, I was a lobbyist and legislative affairs
person for two different trade associations, and a large
corporation, before I went into the private practice of law.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
College basketball, specifically, the UK’s men’s team.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Siesta Key Florida and Lexington, Kentucky, but, as a
member of the International Academy of Family Lawyers (IAFL), I love international travel, and will travel
to any foreign location.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I was graduated from high school (Bryan Station High,
Lexington, Kentucky) at age 16 during my “junior” year
by finding a loophole in the rules; I was accepted to
law school at age 19.

Michele Satterlund
A partner and senior vice president of consulting at McGuireWoods, Michele is a leading advocate for unmanned, autonomous vehicles of all kinds. She has been elected to serve as Metro Richmond Women’s Bar
Association president, beginning this spring.
LOOKING BACK:
My family moved to Southern California when I was
an infant, and later to Southern Oregon. The culture
in Southern California was incredibly diverse and I
became very accustomed to interacting with people
who didn’t look or talk like me. Oregon was mostly
rural and agricultural, and culturally very different from
Southern California. Moving from one culture to a
very different one taught me that there are always two
sides to every story and at the end of the day, most
people want the same thing (food, shelter and love)
but that the approach to getting those things may
look different.
FIRST JOB:
Working for a funeral home/cemetery cold-calling
people listed in the telephone directory to set up
appointments for a sales person to visit and, hopefully,
sell a cemetery plot or funeral services. I was 17. That
job taught me to be resilient and persistent. I became
very accustomed to being hung up on or having people scream at me.

McGuireWoods LLP
& McGuireWoods Consulting
Richmond
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Always find ways to highlight the work of colleagues,
friends and associates. Speak positively about another
lawyer’s efforts. Words are free but they can do so
much harm or so much good. So gossip often, but
gossip well. (I didn’t coin that phrase. I read it in Vanity
Fair and I thought it was beautiful.)

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
The bottom line is that no matter the problem, no
matter the situation, there’s always a way to solve it.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I’d encourage a greater focus on collegiality and civility
within the practice. Too often, I think, as lawyers, we
immediately want to go into fight mode.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I quit using the term “balance” because I don’t believe
it exists. Instead, I use the term “integration.” For me,
that means integrating my personal and professional
life. Working in public affairs probably makes this easier,
since so much of what we do is relationship-oriented.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A detective. Part of being a lawyer means solving
puzzles; reading between the lines; figuring out what’s
really being said by what’s not being said. These are
the same skills detectives use
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Television: “Seinfeld,” “The Office,” “Parks and Recreation” and “Arrested Development.” I watch and
rewatch each of those shows.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I know a lot about goats. From how to clip their
hooves, to how to remove their horns, I’ve done it all.
And I can milk a goat like nobody’s business.

Kate Seikaly

Reed Smith LLP
McLean
Kate is a leader in defending qui tam and other False Claims Act cases in Virginia. Apart from her legal practice, she is active in recruiting and retaining women
lawyers through her firm’s Women’s Initiative Network program.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up and went to school in Arlington, so Virginia has always been home. I
left for undergrad but it was a no brainer
to come back to Virginia for law school
and I have been here ever since.
FIRST JOB:
Two of my jobs before the law were in
childcare and the restaurant industry,
so they were very service-oriented.
The most significant thing I learned
from those jobs was how to anticipate
people’s needs and do what I could to
meet them.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Eric Dubelier has been my mentor
since the day I started at Reed Smith.
He taught me to strive for perfection
and never stop asking questions.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Go after every opportunity you can,
be creative and don’t be afraid to ask
for help. You can have exactly the
type of career you want to have, but
your path likely will not be the same
one anyone has traveled before you.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
The positive impact our work has for
our clients and the relationships that

result from that. It is hard work but it
is rewarding.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would make legal representation
more widely available to those who
can’t afford it otherwise.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Ask for help at work and at home.
This was hard for me because I used
to feel like I was burdening people,
but I have learned that most people
are happy to help and, if they aren’t
they will say no.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A teacher. I know it is a hard job but
it seems really rewarding.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Binge watching TV shows.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The Eastern Shore of Delaware,
Maryland and Virginia. It is close
to DC, easy to get to, and reminds
me so much of my childhood.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I am addicted to the “Game of
Thrones” books and have read them
all twice.

Hon. Tina L. Snee
Judge Snee has championed mental health initiatives through the court by developing Fairfax’s Diversion First
Program and in securing funding for the expansion of its Supervised Release Program. She’s currently working to
develop a Mental Health Docket for her county.
LOOKING BACK:
My hometown is Corning, New York, home of Corning Glass Works. It’s a small city that provided a lot
of freedom to roam, but because of the Glass Works,
provided a better education and cultural experiences
than are usually available in small cities.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was as a maid, which shocked my mother
considering the state of my room at the time.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Mrs. Fox had been my father’s high school history teacher and mine. She thought I should go to college and be a
lawyer. It seemed like good advice and I took it.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
The best advice I received was from a law school
professor who said never forget who you were before
you were a lawyer. It is a great career, just make sure to
try and stay balanced.

Fairfax General District Court
Fairfax

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I was a trial attorney before becoming a Judge and always enjoyed the courtroom, including the preparation,
the strategy, the jurors, and the challenges when I was
an attorney. As an attorney and Judge I am thankful we
have a system of Justice for resolution of issues.

I WOULD CHANGE:
I would actually prefer to change the public’s perception of lawyers. I would want them to perceive how
hard they work for their clients, both retained and appointed/volunteering. How much they contribute and
care for their communities. I think that understanding
would make the practice of law a little less difficult and
easier to bear.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Keeping a balance between work and personal life
goals.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I have always had a lot of energy and enjoy exercise
and being outdoors, so I was lucky enough to manage
both a professional and personal life, but perhaps with
not enough sleep.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A U.S. Forest Ranger
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
I enjoy traveling and camping. My favorite place is
wherever I can go with family or friends
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I don’t watch televison.

Hon Jacqueline F. Ward Talevi
Having inaugurated a therapeutic docket to address the needs of defendants with mental health issues in her
district, Judge Talevi continues to work to expand similar programs. She currently serves on the Supreme Court’s
Judicial Performance Evaluation Advisory Committee.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Roanoke in a lower/middle class environment during the 1950s. Roanoke was a small city in
the south with deeply divided views regarding race
and integration. I attended all-white schools until 1971,
when all high schools were integrated. The students
who were bussed to my school were the most courageous young people I had met.
FIRST JOB:
I worked during the summer months between high
school and college as a part time secretary for the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court in Roanoke City.
From this employment, I learned that secretaries and
typists perform important work and their contributions
should be valued by management. Teamwork promotes
productivity and whining encourages solitary unpleasant
assignments such as sweeping an empty detention cell
or answering a constantly buzzing main switchboard.

Roanoke General District Court
Salem

28B

u

Influential Women of the Law

u

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Virginia Supreme Court Justice Lawrence Knootz has
been a mentor beginning early in my life. When I was
18 years old, he gave me my first job at the Juvenile
and Domestic Relations Court in Roanoke City while
he was a judge sitting in that court. He continued
to influence my life after I graduated law school by
showing me through his life example the importance
of treating all persons appearing before the court with
respect, kindness, compassion, patience and understanding.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Be resilient and rebound from mistakes without apology. Showcase your talents and promote your strengths.
Be kind to yourself.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy the relationships and friendships with other lawyers.
I WOULD CHANGE:
In my view, criminal defense lawyers need additional
sentencing options which recognize and address the
substance abuse and mental health issues presented
by their clients in lieu of the client serving protracted
jail sentences. I am a strong proponent for the implementation of behavioral health dockets, drug court
dockets, and veteran’s dockets which recognize and
treat issues specific to that population and provide
intensive supervision to eligible participants.
SEEKING BALANCE:
When I started practicing law with the Public Defender’s Office in Roanoke, I carved out one hour each day to engage
in cardiovascular exercise. Even when pregnant with my
children, I continued to exercise because I found that exercise refreshed my mind and body. I exercised at the YMCA
and then after the children were born at home. I believed
then and now that my mental and physical well-being are so
important to my professional and personal life.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
White cheddar cheese flavored rice cakes.

Vicki O. Tucker
Currently the chair of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section, Vicki has served as editor-in-chief of
The Business Lawyer and as a former chair of the ABA’s Securitization and Structured Finance Committee. She
represents commercial banks in secondary market transactions.
LOOKING BACK:
My father was in the U.S. Air Force until I was 18 and
as a result, I grew up in the west (Arizona, Washington
and South Dakota). Traveling by car around the west,
and across the country to visit family in the east a
number of times, gave me a deep appreciation of our
country’s history and geographical variety. I love the
openness, deserts, mountains and plains of the west
and the lush green of the east.

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I love drafting contracts, finding just the right words
to set out my client’s business terms and then finding
appropriate language to document the back-and-forth
negotiations between the parties. I enjoy the collegiality of a transactional practice—where clients have
different objectives but the ultimate goal that brings
the business people and the lawyers together is the
desire to close the transaction.

AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My first job after law school was as a clerk to Judge
Edwin Flowers, then a federal bankruptcy judge in
West Virginia. Judge Flowers was able to see beyond
my quiet demeanor and recognized that I would be
tough when the need arose. He was wonderful to work
with and we had fun—we would look at the pleadings
in adversary cases and listen to the arguments together; I would do the research, we would debate the
outcome of the cases and I would draft the opinions
for his review.

SEEKING BALANCE:
Working remotely was not an option when I began the
practice of law—work was mostly done in the office.
One benefit of today’s technology is that lawyers,
particularly transactional lawyers, can do many aspects
of their work from home. Working in the evenings
or on weekends is not so difficult when I am at home
with my family (or sitting outside on a warm and sunny
day).

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Take some time and decide what you want to do in
your legal career. Establish a plan and set goals—
where do I see myself in the next five years? What
do I want to achieve? Where do I want to be? Also,
invest time in developing relationships with people
you respect and admire and seek out advice when
necessary.

I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A librarian. I love books of all kinds and read as much
as I can. I have belonged to the same book group for
over 25 years.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
I love anything chocolate and reading murder mysteries.

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Richmond

FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The mountains of West Virginia.

Commitment to Community
Service to the Profession

McGuireWoods and McGuireWoods Consulting congratulate the
women attorneys and judges included in the inaugural class of
“Influential Women of Law.”

www.mcguirewoods.com | www.mcguirewoodsconsulting.com

Courtney Allen Van Winkle
Courtney is a leading trial attorney and advocate for women attorneys. She’s served as president of the Virginia Women
Attorneys Association, and she has been an active voice in creating an attorney-development program within her firm.
LOOKING BACK:
I was born and raised in Richmond. Growing up in the
same city that was the home to my family’s law firm
taught me about the importance of a strong connection between career and community.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was waiting tables at the Family Fish
House. I learned there that I never want to sacrifice
kindness and compassion for power. I also learned how
to carry very heavy trays of dishes overhead with one
hand.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
Chris Guedri, a longtime partner and close friend,
has provided me invaluable guidance and support
throughout my career. I learned from Chris that every
client needs and deserves your best effort. There truly
is no substitute for preparation. I also learned that true
success only occurs, even for a skilled attorney, when
one fully commits their time, energy and talent. He
taught me how to handle mistakes.

Allen, Allen, Allen and Allen
Richmond

ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Consider trial work. It’s exhilarating and we need more
of you. Speak up, speak out, speak so you can be heard.
Expose yourself to women lawyers in power positions,
model the good, then become a model yourself. And,
of course the advice my father gave me when I began:
Collegiality and courtesy are compatible with aggressive and effective advocacy. You can be aggressive and
compassionate. And that goes for any gender.

I WOULD CHANGE:
I would like to see the practice of law evolve so the
demands of the legal profession are compatible with
the needs of those desiring a career in the law.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Trying to do what is best for my family and my clients
at the same time.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Balance often feels like a tug of war. Learn early that
sometimes family will need your priority and sometimes work will and that is ok. Be sure to surround
yourself with positive, very supportive people who will
save you in the busy times and be right alongside you
all the time.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
A basketball coach. I love the game at any level.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
Recently it has been watching back to back episodes
of “Suits.”
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Virginia Beach – spending the day in the ocean and on
the beach with friends and family. I love big waves.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I like to order cool things off Shark Tank. My favorite
walk in Richmond is along the James River at Pony
Posture with my family and my dog.

Nan E. Walsh
One of the go-to land use lawyers in Arlington County, Nan has successfully forged compromises to balance
the needs of the community and her clients to get approvals for developments ranging from high-rises to
schools to small businesses.
LOOKING BACK:
I lived over two years in Amsterdam during first and
second grades and then grew up in Princeton, New
Jersey. Growing up in Princeton, which is considered
the ultimate “urban village,” has definitely affected my
view of the quality of developments proposed by my
clients. That is, the bar is high.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was shucking scallops in Menemsha, a
small fishing community on Martha’s Vineyard. The
incredible work ethic of those who worked beside me
in order to financially support their families was both
humbling and inspirational to me.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My best friend’s father was a professor at Princeton
University who headed the math department. He
influenced my view of the world through the eyes of
a scientist, which ultimately resulted in my majoring in
math in college.

Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley
& Walsh, P.C.
Arlington
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ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Work hard, work harder than anyone else. Set the
bar high. Be prepared, be over prepared. Be a team
player. Keep your head down and represent your
clients to the best of your ability, and everything
else will fall into place. Finally, if you make a mistake, let the client know immediately and have a
plan to fix it.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly

I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
My area of practice is land use and zoning. The diversity
is so interesting and fun. My representation ranges from
small day care operators, to churches, to hospitals and
also includes mixed use two million square foot developments. Land use also draws on a number of skills,
including advocacy, oral argument, lobbying and detailed
research and writing. Finally, it is not an office practice
and involves many meetings and public hearings, which
makes my job always stimulating and interesting.
SEEKING BALANCE:
I think it is very important to make sure that you do
not only work. I have two primary hobbies. One is to
always be involved in sports, since I love to work out
— run, hike, practice yoga, and swim. I work out every
day and I never miss. My second hobby is that I love
to cook and I do a lot of it.
GUILTY PLEASURE:
I built myself a 44-ft long salt water pool and I swim in
it every day, weather permitting.
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
Our house in Florida.
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I am very outgoing so it would surprise many people to
know that I am a homebody. Also, I love to gamble — but
that may not be a surprise given my specialty area in law!

Barbara S. Williams
Barbara has practiced personal injury and medical malpractice law in Leesburg for more than 28 years. She has
served as president of both the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association and of the Virginia Women Attorneys Association.
LOOKING BACK:
I grew up in Winchester. I walked everywhere—to the
library, downtown to the shops, and to my friends’
houses. We would have long baseball games on the
weekends where everyone showed up and played, no
matter how young or old or good or bad they were at
the game. I liked feeling part of a small community.
FIRST JOB:
My first job was fun. I worked in a frame shop cutting
mats and putting together custom made frames for
works of art. I also learned how to cut glass. I learned to
wait on customers, take responsibility and save money.
AN IMPORTANT MENTOR:
My best friend’s father was a congressman, J. Kenneth
Robinson. He was also an orchardist and I learned the
value of agriculture and small businesses while at the
same time seeing first-hand how public service was
important work.
ADVICE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
Get a good mentor, take care of yourself both physically and mentally, and remember that you only have
one chance to make a good first impression. Get
involved with both the state bar and voluntary bar
associations.
I ENJOY LAW BECAUSE:
I enjoy helping people who are in one form or another
of grief from a loss — be it the loss of a family member

or the loss of their health or loss of the former function
of their brain. Losses are part of life, and as a culture
we are not taught how to cope well with loss. I have
learned not to be afraid of pain, as it is just part of life.
I WOULD CHANGE:
I would change the psychological stress of the adversarial process and end incivility.
MY BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
Finding my voice in the courtroom. It takes a lot of
practice. I am a civil litigator, so I am not in court every
day.
SEEKING BALANCE:
Living in the country, or at least in a rural setting, has
helped me balance my professional with my personal
life. If I can garden, have animals, and watch the sun
rise, then I come to work feeling more peaceful.
I WOULD HAVE BEEN:
I wanted to be a veterinarian my entire life. Now my
daughter is a DVM! I am jealous!
GUILTY PLEASURE:
I like to give treats to my horse, Colour, which is not a
good thing because then she begs for more treats! And
I know I should not do it, but…
FAVORITE GETAWAY:
The Blue Ridge Mountains in western North Carolina.

PennStuart congratulates

Lisa Frisina
on being named to
Virginia Lawyers Weekly’s
2019 Influential Women of Law

WilliamsFord
Leesburg
YOU DON’T KNOW:
I was a sheep farmer and had baby lambs every year
for a long time after I graduated from college.
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Dedicated to family law.
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An established leader in family law for generations,
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stellar reputation by offering top representation to clients, as
well as sharing its knowledge with the community through
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