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From the editor:

H

ave you ever seen that refrigerator magnet
that says you are the high in my noon, the
flap in my jack, the jelly in my bean, and
so forth? That’s how we feel at Minnesota
Lawyer.
Once again, it is our privilege to bring you the best
of 2017 — the lawyers working in groups, partnerships
or alone who put the grand in the canyon for our great
profession.
To start with, we have nine groups of lawyers, which
says a lot about the kind of year it was. We saw an unprecedented dispute between Gov. Mark Dayton and the
Legislature over the line-item veto, which will no doubt
reverberate into the 2018 session.
The Syngenta legal team took on massive litigation
against the agribusiness company over genetically modified corn that settled, Bloomberg News said, for more
than $1.4 billion. The White Bear Lake legal team took
on the lake’s diminishing water levels. The Friedlander case made whistleblower lawsuits viable, the Surly
legal team took on tip pooling, and the Tenant Remedies
Action Legal Team took on some notorious slum lords.
The Merchant & Gould team was able to obtain asylum
for an El Salvadoran family. The University of Minnesota
Student Legal Service Team marked 40 years of providing legal help to students
We also saw some remarkable vindication of the rights
of the injured and deceased, immigrants, criminal defendants and owners of intellectual property. We saw lawyers
putting themselves out there to help young lawyers find
their way.
We commemorate Cathy Haukedahl for outstanding
service to the profession in her leadership of Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid and Andrew H. Mohring for his long
career in the federal public defenders office, coupled with
service to the administration of the profession.
And, most notably, we honor 8th U.S. Circuit Judge
Diana Murphy and U.S. District Court Judges Donovan
Frank, Ann Montgomery and Richard Kyle for their
services not only as judges but also mentors and friends
to the legal community as a whole.
Honorees selected two or more times have been inducted into the Circle of Excellence.
Congratulations to all our 2017 Attorneys of the Year.
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GBBS Congratulates Robert Bennett
on his Sixth year receiving Minnesota
Lawyer’s Attorney of the Year Award

ATTORNEYS
2017

PATRICK M. ARENZ
Helped lead fight against human trafficking
2017

For Patrick M. Arenz, being chair of the pro bono committee at
Robins Kaplan is “really the best part of my job.”
“I’m often the first one to hear about a good result or the good news
that my colleagues are obtaining. This is meaningful work that changes people’s lives,” says Arenz, who has been the committee chair since
2015. He is a principal at the firm.
A meaningful example was his pro bono work winning an unprecedented $950,000 jury verdict last year for a 14-year-old victim in a sex
tourism case who was raped by a U.S. citizen in Laos.
“The idea of assuring access to justice for those who can’t afford
a lawyer has always been a core part of our firm. We’re going to be
celebrating our 80th anniversary later this year; it’s always been an important part of who we are,” says Arenz.
In 2016, The American Lawyer magazine ranked Robins Kaplan
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fourth in the nation for pro bono work and this year ranked it 16th.
Arenz says that about 8 percent of the firm’s billable hours per year are
pro bono.
Besides being pro bono chair, Arenz routinely takes on David and
Goliath cases. Recently La-Z-Boy agreed to a settlement of $13.5 million in a dispute over royalties with Arenz’s client, Megdal Associates, a
small inventor of automatic recliner footrest technology that La-Z-Boy
uses.
Next, Arenz will take on Disney and Pixar in a recently filed lawsuit alleging they misappropriated concepts for the movie “Inside Out”
from child development expert Denise Daniels, who says she pitched
the ideas and characters to the companies.
—Betsy Carlson

STEPHANIE A. BALL
Gave voice to quadriplegic victim of crash
2017

Photo taken by Three Irish Girls Photography

In February 2017, Duluth attorney Stephanie A. Ball won a $28.6
million jury verdict for Paige Anderson, a quadriplegic victim of a
2009 school bus and car crash.
It may be one of the largest personal injury verdicts in Minnesota,
prompting colleague Joseph Mihalek to nominate Ball as an Attorney
of the Year.
The result was particularly significant because a 2012 jury trial in
a wrongful death case related to the same crash found zero fault on
the part of the school bus driver, Mihalek wrote.
For Ball, of Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A., Duluth, the case was primarily about the Ely school district and the bus
driver not accepting any responsibility for the 2009 accident, forc-

ing the 2017 trial, she said. And it was about Anderson’s voice being
heard, she added.
“Paige needed for her voice to be heard and her loss to be recognized, and that wasn’t going to happen without a trial because one
party wasn’t taking responsibility,” said Ball.
The jury in the 2017 trial did find the bus driver 10 percent at
fault. The insurance company of a youthful driver of the car in which
Anderson was a passenger had accepted responsibility for the accident.
“With this particular verdict, [Paige’s] voice was heard and loss
was recognized,” said Ball.
—Betsy Carlson
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ROBERT BENNETT
Defending rights by holding
law enforcement accountable
2017

Hardly anyone else wanted to sue the police in 1980 when Robert
Bennett got a settlement in his first case of police misconduct, he says.
Today he is known nationally for his work in civil rights cases on
behalf of people injured or killed by alleged police misconduct, including a $2.995 million settlement in 2017 between the Village of St.
Anthony and the mother of Philando Castile, who was killed during a
traffic stop in July 2016.
Bennett says practicing civil rights law is an honor because it revolves around concepts that are important to liberty.
“Prosecution of civil rights cases against law enforcement is difficult, but important to give meaning to the fundamental principles in
the Fourth, Eighth and 14th Amendments to our Constitution limiting
police power,” says Bennett, who is a managing partner with Gaskins,
Bennett, Birrell and Schupp LLP, Minneapolis.
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The Constitution, the Supreme Court and federal court opinions
on those limitations are the basis for holding law enforcement accountable for misuse of their power, he says.
“Our society needs this protection,” he says.
A second police misconduct case Bennett handled last year resulted in a $2 million settlement with the city of St. Paul for Frank Baker,
who was attacked by a police dog and kicked in the ribs by a police
officer.
In another 2017 case, he reached a $1.75 million settlement with
the city of Chaska for the children of Dawn Marie Pfister, who was shot
and killed by a police officer when she took a knife from a man who
apparently had used it to hold her hostage after a car chase.
—Betsy Carlson

Congratulations Lisa!
Elliott Law Offices congratulates
all of the 2017 Minnesota Lawyer
Attorneys of the Year nominees
especially our own Lisa M. Elliott
Recognized for her work in combatting parental alienation in the GrazziniRucki v. Rucki case, Lisa’s compassion and commitment help her clients and
their families navigate through the difficulties of divorce. Well done.

2017

ANGELA BERANEK BRANDT
Making inroads for women in the law
2017

Angela Beranek Brandt, a 1999 Hamline law graduate, said she
entered the legal profession not realizing the challenges that still face
women. Now, she said, she’s doing her “small part” to make the profession better for women by working her way to the presidency of the
National Association of Women Lawyers.
She became president in 2017, after the 2016 election brought the
rifts among Americans into sharp relief. Brandt thought that lawyers,
particularly women lawyers, needed to find a way to respect their differences and discover their similarities while having their voices heard.
Her theme was “commonality.”
In 2017, the organization hosted a panel of women leaders of other
diverse bar associations and is continuing with a project to find ways
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to collaborate with other national bar associations.
Another of NAWL’s initiatives is the Challenge Club, a joint effort
between law firms and corporate legal departments to promote women’s careers through mentorship, networking and other business-development activities.
Brandt has also served on the Campaign for Legal Aid and is the
former president of the Ramsey County Bar Association. She’s also
been trying cases for 15 years and is in demand as a speaker, panelist
or legal education instructor. She is a fellow of the American Bar Association and the recipient of a host of other awards.
—Barbara L. Jones

KARIN CIANO
Playing a big role in the small-firm world
2017

In her more than two decades in the legal profession, Minneapolis attorney Karin Ciano’s motto has been “Words matter, actions matter more.”
It is her actions that have made her a leader in Minnesota’s solo and
small-firm community, and now she is a 2017 Minnesota Attorney of the
Year.
Ciano is executive director of the Collaborative Community Law Initiative (CCLI), a nonprofit legal incubator that provides mentorship, education and resources to recent Mitchell Hamline School of Law graduates
who are developing community-based, low-bono law practices. It expects
to graduate its first small law firm in May 2018, Ciano said.
“We ask that the new lawyers devote 30 percent of their caseload to
‘justice-gap’ clients,” said Ciano, who was the initiative’s acting executive
director in September 2016 before becoming its permanent leader last
year. Those are “folks who are not eligible for legal aid and pro bono, but
usually can’t afford what most of us lawyers consider market rates.”

Said Kimberly Hanlon, an attorney at Minneapolis-based Lucere Legal, “Karin has modeled leadership and excellence in the legal profession
for these nascent lawyers.”
Before leading CCLI, Ciano was a solo practitioner. In 2011, she
co-founded the Minnesota Freelance Attorney Network, which provides
attorneys with the resources needed to work as freelance lawyers. She and
four other women came up with the idea for MFAN while meeting at a
coffee shop one day.
“We were all experienced, skilled lawyers, some with solo practices,
who wanted to work with other lawyers but not in a firm setting,” Ciano said. “At the time, many lawyers freelanced, but very few advertised it.
It was an underground profession, which we felt did not serve either the
freelance lawyers or the lawyers who hired them.”
—Scott Carlson
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BRIAN COREY AND STEVEN RYAN
Helping Habitat for Humanity
provide more housing
2017

You could dive into the technicalities of the work that Brian Corey
and Steve Ryan of Briggs and Morgan did for Habitat for Humanity.
But in reality, it was about steering Habitat toward a deal with Bremer
Bank so more affordable housing will come available faster.
Habitat raises money for housing of qualified low-income people
and gives them mortgages. Their mortgage payments were recirculated
on more housing, Ryan said.
Habitat wanted to accelerate that process. In negotiations with
Bremer Bank, they found a way. Habitat now sells mortgages to
Bremer. The proceeds produce cash flow that Habitat can reinvest,
right away, in more housing.
“It accelerates the turns on the use of the capital to put back into
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affordable housing,” Ryan said. “That is hugely innovative.”
Bremer, meanwhile, keeps Habitat’s mortgage servicing standards
in place, keeping occupants in their homes even when they experience
sudden financial emergencies, Ryan said.
In Habitat’s first 32 years, it helped about 1,200 low-income Twin
Cities families secure housing. Under the new plan, Corey said, 500
families will be helped in four years. The attorneys say that the Twin
Cities finance model that they helped foster is being eyed with intense
interest by Habitat’s national parent organization.
“It was as gratifying experience as anything I’ve had in my career,”
Ryan said.
— Kevin Featherly

JANEL M. DRESSEN
Resolving ownership disputes yields satisfaction
2017

As a prominent business litigator, Janel M. Dressen is living her
dream.
“I declared in the second grade that I wanted to go to law school,”
recalled Dressen, now a shareholder at Anthony Ostlund Baer & Louwagie. “It is something that has been a long-held passion for me.”
Today, 20 years into her legal career, Dressen finds satisfaction
representing clients in a variety of business and employment disputes,
including cases where families and small companies are mired in ownership conflicts.
In 2017, Dressen’s biggest legal victory came in the ownership buyout dispute involving the Twin Cities-based Lunds supermarket com-
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pany. Following a lengthy legal battle and a five-day trial, a Hennepin
County judge awarded Kim Lund $45.2 million as the price that her
brother, Tres Lund, and various Lund’s entities must pay her over time
to buy out her interest in the business.
“Every time I help a family or business resolve an ownership dispute, that is pretty significant,” she said. “Because of the nature of the
law and the disputes, I get to know my clients on many levels. I like
to get close to my clients and get to know them and help them solve
something meaningful to their lives,” Dressen says.
—Scott Carlson

LISA M. ELLIOTT
Attorney gained distinction in
marriage-dissolution case
2017

Minneapolis family law attorney Lisa Elliott knows divorce cases
are difficult.
But Elliott never imagined in 2011 the determination she would
need to represent David Rucki in his marriage-dissolution and
child-custody proceedings against his wife, Sandra Grazzini-Rucki.
“It was one crisis after another,” Elliott said of the litigation that
spanned six years. “Every issue you can imagine came up at some point
including parental alienation and custody. It was a like a sinking ship.
There is a hole over there and then a hole over here. And you’ve got
make sure you plug them all up to get the boat to the other side.”
Ultimately, Elliott’s tenacity prevailed in what is considered the first

significant case in Minnesota dealing with parental alienation.
“Lisa successfully worked to reunite five children who had been
alienated from their father by their mother,” said Patrick Elliott, Lisa
Elliott’s law partner and brother. “Her client was ultimately awarded
sole physical and legal custody of all five children. The mother was
prosecuted in 2017 and found guilty of deprivation of parental rights
by hiding two of the parties’ children on a ranch in northwestern Minnesota for 2½ years.”
Lisa Elliott said, “I like helping people through some pretty tough
stages in their lives and see them come out the other side.”
—Scott Carlson
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(Clayton Halunen and
Steven Andrew Smith
are Circle of Excellence
Attorneys of the Year.)

FRIEDLANDER LEGAL TEAM
Defending the right of whistleblower
to be heard

2017

Left to right: Clayton Halunen, Steven Premo, Adam Hansen, Matthew Frank and Steven Andrew Smith.

Thanks to a case decided by the Minnesota Supreme Court over the
summer, whistleblowers can now be heard loud and clear.
The court ruled unanimously in favor of James Friedlander, an employee at Edwards Lifesciences. Friedlander was fired after objecting to
the company’s unlawful scheme of deceptive trade practices.
He sued under the Whistleblower Act, alleging that his termination
was retaliatory. Edwards argued that his reports of illegal conduct were
not made in good faith because the company knew about the purportedly illegal conduct before Friedlander expressed his opposition.
Friedlander argued that the Minnesota Legislature had done away
with the court’s prior interpretations of “good faith” and said a report
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is made in good faith as long as it is made not knowing that it is false
or in reckless disregard of the truth. The case went to the Minnesota
Supreme Court as a certified question. It agreed with Friedlander.
“We have clear direction from our Supreme Court that will protect whistleblower’s rights,” said plaintiff ’s attorney Clayton Halunen
of Halunen Law.
Other members of the Friedlander legal team were Steven Premo
of Halunen Law; Steven Andrew Smith and Matthew Frank of Nichols
Kaster; and Adam Hansen of Apollo Law.
—Dan Heilman

ROBINS KAPLAN LLP
CONGRATULATES
Richard Allyn, Patrick Arenz,
Elizabeth Fors, Eric Magnuson,
Chris Messerly, Peter Surdo, and all
of the 2017 Attorneys of the Year

8 0 0 553 9 91 0
ROBI N SKA P L AN.CO M
BI SM A RC K
BOSTO N
LOS A N G EL E S
MINNEAPOLIS
N A P L ES
N E W YORK
SI L I CON VA L L E Y
SI O UX FA L L S

Scott Flaherty

(Sam Hanson is a
Circle of Excellence
Attorney of the Year.)

GOV. DAYTON’S LEGAL TEAM
Argued line-item veto case
before Supreme Court

2017

Left to right: Sam Hanson, Scott Knudson and Emily Peterson.

In November, the Minnesota Supreme Court upheld Gov. Mark
Dayton’s line-item veto of the Legislature’s operating budget, declining
to referee a political dispute between two equal branches of government that it said could resolve the issue themselves.
It was a big victory for the governor as he sought to revise tax
breaks and other measures that had been previously signed into law as
part of a new state budget.
A team of attorneys at Briggs and Morgan helped Dayton secure
the win in his legal battle against the Legislature. The team’s Supreme
Court briefing was atypical in that had to be filed under tight deadlines
and under a public spotlight.
“[Dayton] wanted someone who wouldn’t bring a political angle
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to the case,” said Briggs’ Sam Hanson, who argued the case before the
Supreme Court. “I’ve never had a case with such a high profile.”
Joining Hanson on the governor’s legal team were Scott Knudson,
Scott Flaherty and Emily Peterson.
The ruling overturned a lower court decision that said Dayton’s action was unconstitutional. But the high court said the state constitution
does not allow the courts to order funding for the Legislature without
an appropriation. And it said the Legislature has the authority to tap
enough money to continue operating until it reconvenes in February.
“The governor was a great client,” said Hanson. “He understood the
case, but he let us do our jobs.”
—Dan Heilman

MARSH HALBERG
Ensuring due process through
mental-illness defense
2017

Criminal defense attorney Marsh Halberg gained the distinction of
successfully using an insanity defense in a murder case in a November
verdict in Washington County.
Making the verdict more noteworthy was that it was the second
of Halberg’s career, coming after a previous finding of not guilty by
reason of mental illness in a Dakota County homicide.
Though insanity defenses are rarely used and successful outcomes
difficult to obtain, Halberg, a founding partner of Bloomington-based
Halberg Criminal Defense, also has prevailed with it in cases involving
lesser charges.
“It’s a challenging task to accomplish, especially in murder cases,”
Halberg said.

Halberg attributed his success to the support of his partners at
Halberg Criminal Defense. The firm defends clients as a team and has
more years of criminal defense experience than any other firm in the
state, Halberg said.
Halberg has almost 40 years of criminal law experience, formerly
serving as chief prosecutor for the city of Edina and the Metropolitan
Airports Commission before going into defense full time. He has tried
thousands of criminal court trials and more than a hundred criminal
jury trials.
“I’m not condoning violence or impropriety,” Halberg said of his
criminal defense focus. “I’m condoning the right to have due process.”
—Todd Nelson
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TERESA LAVOIE
Science expertise bolsters patent practice
2017

Patent attorney Teresa Lavoie’s work with biotech companies combines science, law and business in a practice that has grown with the
rapidly expanding industry.
Lavoie, a principal in the Minneapolis office of Fish & Richardson,
worked with her team to file 47 patent applications on behalf of IFM
Therapeutics in the year ending in June 2017. That work paid off in August with the $2.3 billion acquisition of IFM by Bristol-Myers Squibb.
Lavoie last year also led patent counseling and IP diligence projects
related to financial offerings that raised $380 million for Loxo Oncology, and obtained the first patent for vegan food startup Impossible
Foods, covering its “plant-based burger.”
“I have clients developing life-saving drugs and cutting-edge biotechnology inventions; it’s extremely fast-paced, but exciting to see
them succeed,” Lavoie said.

22

2017 Minnesota Lawyer Attorneys of the Year

Lavoie completed her law degree at the University of Minnesota
Law School after earning a doctorate in chemistry at Princeton University.
“I love the dedication to solving a critical unmet medical or environmental need,” Lavoie said of the biotech industry. “The focus on
helping patients as well as developing and building a business inspires
me.”
Lavoie also chairs the firm’s EMPOWER (Enrichment, Mentorship,
Partnering, Opportunities, Wisdom, Excellence and Responsibility)
Program, which offers expanded professional and business development opportunities and addresses issues of importance to women in
the legal profession.
—Todd Nelson
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CORTNEY S. LENEAVE
Diligence in finding witnesses drives success
2017

Tracking down a key witness helped Cortney S. LeNeave win a jury
verdict of $12.5 million for client in 2017.
LeNeave, of Hunegs LeNeave & Kvas, represented a driver who
suffered permanent brain injuries when a large rock tumbled out of a
dump truck on a highway, crashed through his windshield and struck
him in the head.
LeNeave pursued witnesses whose names appeared in reports but
whom the state patrol didn’t interview. One witness confirmed an account that the rock came from over the top of the truck’s side walls
instead of from the road, as the defense argued.
“Digging to locate witnesses is critical to getting the right outcome,
and by the right outcome I mean proving the truth,” LeNeave said.
Another such instance helped result in a $27.7 million verdict in
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2016 for a pilot paralyzed in a small-plane crash. A witness identified
after going through thousands of pages of documents offered a “treasure trove” of information about the kind of pump that was a focus of
the case, LeNeave said.
LeNeave has spent much of his career representing injured clients.
“Satisfaction comes in knowing you made a difference in another human being’s life, and that’s ultimately what you want the jury to know,”
LeNeave said.
LeNeave attributed success in any case to teamwork with others at
the firm including Shelley Emick, Cori Viehman, Larry Marx, Richard
Hunegs, Rich Carlson, attorney Thomas Fuller, co-counsel Steve Waters and partners Randal LeNeave and Bill Kvas.
—Todd Nelson

ERIC MAGNUSON
Job is helping judges ‘find the right answer’
2017

For Eric Magnuson, highly regarded appellate lawyer and former
chief justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, two significant victories
made 2017 a standout year.
Magnuson, a partner at Robins Kaplan, said he often gets hired to
handle appeals when people “want a champion to come in and right
the injury they think has occurred.”
In last year’s notable wins, however, his job was to protect clients’
victories. In other words, “Don’t screw up something that’s already
been successful,” Magnuson said.
In the high-profile Adams v. Toyota Motor Corp., Magnuson
fought off Toyota’s federal appeals, preserving an $11.4 million verdict
in a 2006 fatal unintended-acceleration case.
In the other, Leiendecker v. Asian Women United of Minnesota,

Magnuson convinced the Minnesota Supreme Court to declare the
state’s 23-year-old anti-SLAPP (strategic lawsuit against public participation) law unconstitutional.
“What I felt most strongly about in those cases was their impact on
the clients,” Magnuson said. “These people have to live with the consequences of the judicial decision.”
Magnuson said serving on the bench made him a better lawyer.
“I’m simply more comfortable when I stand up in front of judges
because I’m going to have a conversation with them,” said Magnuson,
who writes a monthly column for Minnesota Lawyer. “They’re looking
for help. They’re not looking at who can be the meanest junkyard dog.
My job is to help the court find the right answer.”
—Todd Nelson
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MERCHANT & GOULD LEGAL TEAM
Helped Salvadoran family stay safely in U.S.
2017

Left to right: Rachel Clark Hughey, Joseph Dubis, Emily M. Wessels and Christopher Davis.

The pro bono efforts of a team of lawyers from Merchant & Gould
might have saved the lives of a Salvadoran woman and her family.
The team, including paralegals, and assistants, took on an asylum case
from The Advocates for Human Rights, volunteering more than 400 hours
of pro bono services to help a mother and her children from El Salvador
seek and obtain asylum in the United States. The woman and her daughter
and son were fleeing gang violence and persecution in their home country.
The family was attempting to leave behind an atmosphere of abuse and
extortion. “I learned how to develop strategies that we could use in court,”
said associate Emily M. Wessels. “The way you build a case for asylum can
play a big role in its success.”
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In addition to Wessels, the legal team included Rachel Clark Hughey,
Christopher Davis and Joseph Dubis.
The team accumulated evidence from El Salvador, engaged expert
witnesses, prepared the witnesses for hearing, and presented the case over
four separate hearing days to an immigration judge. At hearings, they took
the key expert witness testimony and fought off a government challenge.
The judge in the case issued an oral ruling granting the client and her
children asylum on multiple grounds.
“Everyone is safe and sound, and that’s the main thing,” said Wessels.
—Dan Heilman

(Chris Messerly and
Elizabeth Fors are
Circle of Excellence
Attorneys of the Year.)

CHRIS MESSERLY
AND ELIZABETH FORS
Secured $20.6 million for patient’s sepsis death

2017

Chris Messerly, left, and Elizabeth Fors.

Nicole Bermingham left a big impression on attorneys Chris
Messerly and Elizabeth Fors. The 30-year-old orthopedic physician’s
assistant died in 2013 from sepsis less than a week after giving birth.
“She just seemed like the most remarkable woman who would
have been such a great mom,” said Fors, an associate at Robins Kaplan. Her teammate on the case, Messerly, is a partner at the firm.
After learning a nurse practitioner had sent Bermingham home
despite obvious red flags for infection, the duo secured a $20.6 million wrongful-death verdict for Bermingham’s family. Their firm calls
the Aug. 28, 2017, malpractice wrongful-death verdict the largest in
Minnesota history.
But as Fors makes clear, it wasn’t about money. “It’s about obtain-
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ing justice for this family,” Fors said. “She made such an impression
in her 30 years that our side of the courtroom was full every day.
There was no room.”
Bermingham’s case also has highlighted the growing threat of
sepsis in hospitals. The condition, which can lead to critical organ
failure, resulted in 439 deaths in 2015. That’s up from 261 a decade
earlier, according to Robins Kaplan.
“Health care providers need to be aware that this is something on
the radar,” Fors said.
The case is now entirely resolved, Fors said. “There will be no appeal.”
— Kevin Featherly

MINNESOTA STATE
LEGISLATURE LEGAL TEAM

(Doug Kelley and
David Herr are
Circle of Excellence
Attorneys of the Year.)

Argued line-item veto case
before Supreme Court
2017

Left to right: David Herr, Brett Kelley, Steve Wolter, Doug Kelley, Kevin Magnuson and Dan Scott.

A fierce legal battle over the Legislature’s operating budget ended
late in the year when the Supreme Court upheld Gov. Mark Dayton’s
line-item veto of the appropriation, choosing to let the state’s legislative and executive branches work out the dispute themselves.
Although the court ruled against them, it was a benchmark case
for the team of six attorneys who worked on behalf of the Legislature.
“In her opinion, [Chief] Justice [Lorie] Gildea noted that it was
the first time one co-equal branch asked the Supreme Court to decide a dispute with another co-equal branch,” said Doug Kelley of
Kelley, Wolter & Scott in Minneapolis. “We had 201 clients from both
parties and in both the House and the Senate, so our loyalties were to
the Legislature as a whole.”

Joining Kelley on the Legislature’s legal team were the firm’s Steven Wolter, Daniel Scott, Kevin Magnuson and Brett Kelley, and David Herr, of Maslon.
The court’s ruling overturned a lower court decision that said
Dayton’s action was unconstitutional. The court also said the Legislature has the authority to tap enough money to continue operating
— at least $26 million and up to $40 million — until it reconvenes
Feb. 20.
“We made our points,” said Kelley. “It was a case that was certainly
unlike any other I’ve worked on.”
—Dan Heilman
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MAI NENG MOUA AND LINUS CHAN
Helped Cambodian immigrants
avoid deportation
2017

Mai Neng Moua, left, and Linus Chan.

Linus Chan took on the case of a Cambodian immigrant who, as
one of the so-called Minnesota Eight, was facing deportation because
of an old conviction. Mai Neng Moua accepted two such cases.
Chan’s client is now off the hook, as is one of Moua’s. Moua’s other
client’s case is on government appeal. All eight had deportation orders based on criminal convictions, she said.
Moua’s client smashed a window at a tavern in 2009.
Because damages were greater than $1,500, the charge carried a
nominal 365-day sentence — though he served about 40. Under U.S.
immigration law, that triggered the aggravated felony status that sets
deportation proceedings in motion, Moua said.
The injustice, she said, is that her client agreed not to fight charges
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because he was told he would not be deported. Cambodia — where
he was a legal citizen — did not then accept U.S. deportees. But it
recently reversed its policy, prompting U.S. immigration officials to
round up convicts for deportation.
Moua worked with Ramsey County prosecutors to get the conviction reduced to 364 days — eliminating its aggravated felony status.
So he gets to stay in the U.S. permanently, she said.
The cases touched Moua deeply. The Minnesota Eight case involved people born in refugee camps after their parents fled Pol Pot
— much as did Moua’s family.
“It could have been me,” Moua said.
—Kevin Featherly

ANDREA NIESEN
Amicus arguments influenced
ruling for disabled
2017

Amicus briefs are instrumental in providing judges with new information or a different perspective. Andrea Niesen is being heralded for her amicus work influencing state appellate decisions relating
to the care of mentally ill and disabled patients. Niesen worked on
these matters pro bono for the Minnesota Association for Justice, a
group of trial lawyers protecting the rights of injured and accused.
Niesen’s drive to help underserved populations led her to work on
a series of cases in 2016 and 2017 involving the Minnesota Commitment and Treatment Act. This law provides immunity to individuals
involved in negligent acts when caring for mentally ill or disabled
people. “As I began the amicus work, I noticed a possible misinterpretation of the immunity provision, and knew I needed to advocate

for those that could not advocate for themselves,” Niesen said.
The Minnesota Supreme Court emphasized Niesen’s amicus arguments, observing that neither party adequately briefed the alternative statutory interpretation. In a subsequent case involving the
same statute, parties took Niesen’s amicus arguments and carried
them forward to reach a favorable decision by the Minnesota Court
of Appeals.
The nominating attorney, Don McNeil of Heley, Duncan &
Melander, wrote, “Ms. Niesen should be recognized not only for participating on this matter on a pro bono basis, but more importantly
for what her work has done to benefit the least among us.”
—Michele Lange
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TARA C. NORGARD
A leader in promoting diversity and inclusion
2017

Bar associations are critical for lawyers to expand networks and cultivate the profession. Yet most associations are only as valuable as the
effort and time put in by members.
Tara C. Norgard, shareholder at Carlson Caspers, understands this
notion, dedicating more than a decade of her career to leadership roles
in the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. In 2017, she
served as the president of the local FBA chapter and was also appointed
to chair the national FBA’s Special Task Force on Diversity & Inclusion.
In addition to her FBA responsibilities, she co-founded Carlson Caspers’
committee of diversity and inclusion.
With a practice almost exclusively federal, Norgard focuses on complex litigation with an emphasis on patents and trade secrets.
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The effect of Norgard’s leadership in Minnesota has not gone unnoticed. In 2017, the Minnesota FBA chapter earned a national “Chapter of
the Year” award, and local membership engagement swelled.
Yet, despite Minnesota’s strong, inclusive and welcoming traditions,
Norgard recognizes that achieving diversity in the legal profession requires a continued effort: “As lawyers, we must relentlessly pursue equal
justice under law. That bedrock principle requires each one of us to remain keenly focused on diversity and inclusion in all parts of our judicial
system. I am grateful to be part of a profession — and greater community — that is so deeply committed to ensuring that all humans are treated
with dignity, respect and equality.”
—Michele Lange
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KEVIN RIACH
Pro bono case defended
dissenter’s free-speech rights
2017

There is perhaps nothing more dangerous to individual rights
than overly broad or vaguely written laws. In a criminal matter advancing to the Minnesota Supreme Court, Kevin Riach challenged
one Minnesota law on these very grounds. It was this case, which
he took on pro bono, that gained him a 2017 Attorney of the Year
accolade.
As a shareholder at Fredrikson & Byron, Riach is experienced
in both the civil and criminal arenas. However, Riach’s pro bono
achievements equal his commercial experiences. From disorderly
conduct charges to death penalty cases, Riach has a long history of
protecting individual freedoms and providing assistance to people
unfamiliar with the court system.

In one such matter, Riach defended Robin Hensel after she was
charged with disturbing a city council meeting in Little Falls, Minnesota. In September 2017, the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that
the law under which Hensel was charged was unconstitutional, presenting a “prohibition of alarming breadth” and potentially criminalizing free speech. Explaining the significance of the case, Riach said,
“Dissent is the lifeblood of our democracy, and we must be constantly vigilant against efforts by our government to squelch it.”
Riach’s Fredrikson & Byron colleague, Edward Q. Cassidy, nominated Riach for the award, stating, “Kevin, in the best tradition of our
profession, took on this case because it had to be done.”
—Michele Lange
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PETER SURDO
His team helped shield
child from convict father
2017

Peter Surdo and a team at Robins Kaplan made sure that a 4-yearold girl whose mother died mysteriously could live with her grandparents.
The mother, Adelle Jensen, disappeared in 2015 after spending
the evening with her on-and-off-again boyfriend, Joshua Dow. Dow
claimed she shot herself, admitted to dismembering her and is serving a 98-month sentence for a felony drug-related offense in conjunction with the dismemberment conviction.
From prison, Dow applied from prison for parental rights to their
daughter, Chloe. Jensen’s parents, who were seeking to adopt her, decided to fight back.
Surdo, a principal who practices intellectual property and antitrust law, believed it would provide good trial experience for associ-

ates Sahr Brima, Emily Cowing, Elizabeth Fors (a 2017 Attorney of
the Year winner on another case) and Geoff Kozen.
Together, they put in nearly 1,300 hours, including the associates questioning a dozen witnesses on the stand. Surdo questioned
Dow, bringing up evidence including an admission that in Chloe’s
presence he had been involved in drug deals with people who might
have been armed. During the trial, Dow voluntarily terminated his
parental rights.
“I think it’s the right result for the well-being of the child. Family law, adoption law and juvenile justice — all of those laws — are
designed for the best interests of the child,” Surdo said. “Chloe’s in as
good a position as she can be for all the challenges she has.”
—Nancy Crotti
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SURLY LEGAL TEAM

(Steven Andrew Smith
is a Circle of Excellence
Attorney of the Year.)

Lawyers pursued bartender’s
tip-pooling challenge
2017

Left to right: Matthew Frank, Steven Andrew Smith and Brian Ranwick.

Until recently, “tip pooling” was an expression seldom heard outside of bars or restaurants. But that practice — in which employees
pool their tips and share them with other employees who normally
don’t get tipped — was at the center of a dispute with one of the Twin
Cities’ most well-known brewers.
James Conlon, a bartender at the Surly Brewing Co. taproom in
St. Paul, sued, saying that Surly forced him and other employees to
pooltheir tips. The suit accused Surly of violating the Minnesota Fair
Labor Standards Act, which prohibits such actions.
The Conlon case turned into a class action that included about
100 Surly bartenders and servers who had worked at the taproom
since when it opened in late 2014. “As we heard from more and more
[employees], it became clear that we would have to pick a bigger

fight,” said Nichols Kaster partner Steven Andrew Smith.
Joining Smith on the legal team were Matthew Frank (Nichols
Kaster) and Brian Ranwick (Ranwick Law).
In July, Hennepin County District Court Judge Karen Janisch
found for the employees. The court held that the law prohibits employer participation in tip pooling, which encompasses an employer’s involvement in how a tip-pool arrangement is decided on or adopted by employees.
The settlement eventually reached between the plaintiffs and Surly was for $2.5 million, pending court approval, thought to be the
largest settlement related to tip pooling in Minnesota.
—Dan Heilman
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Daniel E. Gustafson

Rebecca A. Peterson

Amanda M. Williams

SYNGENTA LEGAL TEAM
Class action led to settlement
of corn-seed claims

(Karla M. Gluek, Daniel E.
Gustafson, Lewis A. Remele
Jr. and William R. Sieben
are Circle of Excellence
Attorneys of the Year.)

2017

Left to right: Matthew J. Barber, Alicia N. Sieben (front), Craig S. Davis, Jeffrey D. Klobucar (back), Karla M. Gluek
(front), William R. Sieben, Stanford P. Hill (back), Casey D. Marshall, Lewis A. Remele Jr. (front), Eric S. Taubel (back),
Aram V. Desteian and Robert K. Shelquist.

An army of attorneys took on an agribusiness giant on behalf of
more than 22,000 Minnesota farmers and won.
The defendant was Swiss-based Syngenta, one of the world’s
largest producers of crop chemicals. The plaintiffs alleged Syngenta commercialized genetically modified corn seeds before they had
been approved for export to China. After discovering the presence of
an unapproved genetically modified trait in corn exported from the
U.S., China began rejecting shipments of American corn.
The plaintiffs, which also included tens of thousands of farmers
from other states, claimed that China’s rejection of genetically modified corn directly resulted in the collapse of international corn prices.
“Because Syngenta’s U.S. headquarters were in Minneapolis, we
wanted to keep our cases in Minnesota state court,” said Bassford
Remele partner Lewis A. Remele, Jr. “We put together a plaintiffs’
executive committee that included several co-lead counsels.”
The case settled in late September following two-plus weeks of

trial. The Minnesota class-action case led to a settlement of not only
the Minnesota claims, but all claims for farmers in the United States.
The settlement details haven’t been officially released, but Bloomberg
News reported the total global settlement to be more than $1.4 billion.
“We were fortunate because we had all the resources we needed to
handle this and then some,” said Remele. “We had a very deep team.”
Joining Remele on the Syngenta case were Stanford P. Hill, Casey D. Marshall, Aram V. Desteian, Jeffrey D. Klobucar (Bassford
Remele); Daniel E. Gustafson, Karla M. Gluek, Amanda M. Williams,
Eric S. Taubel (Gustafson Gluek); Robert K. Shelquist, Rebecca A.
Peterson, Craig S. Davis (Lockridge Grindal Nauen); William R. Sieben, Matthew J. Barber, Alicia N. Sieben (Schwebel, Goetz & Sieben).
—Dan Heilman
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TENANT REMEDIES
ACTION LEGAL TEAM
Two years of litigation ends
in payments to renters
2017

Left to right: Adam Nodler, Michael Cockson and Isaac Hall.

The three lawyers on Faegre Baker Daniels’ Tenant Remedies Action
Legal Team spearheaded a case against Stephen Frenz, Equity Residential Holdings (ERH) and the Apartment Shop, which together constituted one of the largest private landlords/property managers in the Twin
Cities.
The team’s pro bono client, IX of Powderhorn Park, works to improve
conditions for apartment-dwelling families living in south Minneapolis,
most of whom are Somali or Latino. The case represented more than
1,000 tenants who had to live with rodents, roaches and mold in walls
and ceilings, as well as unsecured entrances that encouraged crime. Calls
for repairs and other remediation measures were ignored.
Meanwhile, Faegre’s pro bono housing volunteers were hearing of
more and more tenants being evicted by Frenz/ERH. In late 2015, tenant
organizers at IXPP, through Volunteer Lawyers Network and Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, sought representation for tenants residing in one of the

south Minneapolis apartment buildings owned by Frenz/ERH.
The team initiated a building-wide tenant remedies action, but
Frenz/ERH dug in and refused to fix the housing conditions, leading
to two years of intense litigation in Hennepin County’s Housing Court.
Eventually the Faegre team showed that Frenz and company had fabricated, destroyed, and concealed evidence, committed perjury, and perpetrated an elaborate fraudulent scheme.
The court eventually ordered the defendants to pay the tenants nearly $28,000 along with attorney fees. The defendants paid all judgments
last September.
“People in those situations often don’t know their rights, let alone
how to assert them,” said Faegre’s Michael Cockson. “It was satisfying to
get some relief on their behalf.”
Other members of the legal team were Adam Nodler and Isaac Hall.
—Dan Heilman
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KENNETH UDOIBOK
Fighting for the underdog
2017

Kenneth Udoibok has won this award twice, but he’ll probably
never be named “richest lawyer in the Twin Cities.”
Udoibok, in solo and small practices for 23 years, represents underdogs, often in cases alleging they’ve been treated unfairly by the
government, employers or insurance companies. In 2016, he won a
lighter-than-expected sentence for a young Twin Cities man who
had been radicalized to join ISIS. In 2017, he sued the federal government and Washington County, claiming that probation officers sexually abused or assaulted parolees. Those claims remain unresolved.
The Minneapolis lawyer also represents the family of a 22-yearold man who died in 2012 in the Stearns County Jail, where he had
reported for failure to pay a $300 traffic fine. Video shows Jerome

Harrell banging his head against the cell door and screaming all
night long, but jail officers did not call a nurse to check on him. The
wrongful-death case has been settled.
Udoibok’s origins and faith in Jesus and in the American justice
system propel him. Growing up in Nigeria, he was recruited as a child
soldier/translator. In high school and junior college, he protested for
democracy and witnessed government violence against friends.
“I have to protect the rights of people that are not sympathetic-looking,” Udoibok said. “It’s the only system we have — and I believe this wholeheartedly — that this is what separates us from every
other country in the world.”
—Nancy Crotti
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
STUDENT LEGAL SERVICE TEAM
Helping students navigate the legal system
2017

Left to right: Chelsea Flaherty, William Dane, Mark Karon, Adam Elling, Barbara Becker, Linda Aaker and Carmen McQuitty.

College students can have a knack for finding trouble — or having
it find them. And for 40 years, the University of Minnesota Student
Legal Service (SLS) has helped them deal with their legal issues.
The lawyers with the SLS deal with criminal and civil legal matters every day that have the potential to jeopardize students’ college
careers and eventual professional prospects. Students drop in to SLS’s
West Bank offices looking for advice on everything from traffic citations, property disputes, family law matters and landlord/tenant
disputes to criminal matters including DUI, unlawful possession and
sexual assault.
SLS’s longtime director is Mark Karon. Other members of the
legal service team are Linda Aaker, Barbara Becker, William Dane,
Adam Elling, Chelsea Flaherty and Carmen McQuitty.

The SLS office has had to roll with changes in the political wind,
too. More recently, the office has had to keep up with the changes in
immigration status and enforcement — changes that have the potential to derail the higher education aspirations of the U’s thousands of
international students.
Adding immigration law expertise to its arsenal SLS has so far
helped 150 students who have been directly impacted by this year’s
U.S. travel ban because their country of origin has been placed on
restricted status.
“Things have gotten more complex legally for college students,”
said Karon. “It’s up to us to keep up with those changes.”
—Dan Heilman
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DOROTHY WHELAN
Science background proves valuable
in patent-challenge cases
2017

Submitted photo

Dorothy Whelan took on Goliath and won.
The longtime attorney for Fish & Richardson in Minneapolis persuaded the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) last year to invalidate three patents covering top-selling autoimmune biologic drug
Humira.
Used to treat rheumatoid arthritis, ulcerative colitis and psoriasis, Humira made $16 billion for North Chicago-based AbbVie Biotechnology Ltd. in 2016. Representing biosimilar therapeutics maker
Coherus Biosciences of Redwood City, California, Whelan and her
team convinced the PTAB to revisit previous challenges to the Humira patents.
Whelan argued that the patents for Humira’s rheumatoid arthritis therapies were “a routine optimization” of the previously outlined
therapy, “achievable through the use of standard clinical trial pro-

cedures.” The PTAB agreed, paving the way for smaller biosimilar
drugmakers to break into the highly competitive market.
Whelan has been involved in more than over 100 such cases, including 30 life sciences patent challenges for patent owners and challengers in 2017.
She earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Yale University
and a master’s in polymers from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. A self-described “disgruntled graduate student” who hated
working in a laboratory, she landed a job in 1984 at Fish & Richardson’s Boston office, where a friend said he frequently worked with inventors. Whelan started law school at Boston College later that year.
“They taught me, trained me,” Whelan said of the firm. “They
were great, and I just stayed.”
—Nancy Crotti
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(Katie Crosby Lehmann,
Michael V. Ciresi and
Byron E. Starns are
Circle of Excellence
Attorneys of the Year.)

WHITE BEAR LAKE LEGAL TEAM
Litigation led to tougher
water-conservation measures

2017

Front, left to right: Heather McElroy, Michael V. Ciresi, Katie Crosby Lehmann. Back, left to right: Daniel L. Scott,
Richard B. Allyn, Byron E. Starns.

Since the early 2000s, the thousands of people who use and live
near White Bear Lake watched in dismay as the average lake level
dropped 6 feet. Homeowners and business owners teamed with the
lake’s restoration association to sue the state of Minnesota, alleging
that the state’s Department of Natural Resources’ mismanagement of
municipal well water permits was a deciding factor in the alarming
water loss.
Ramsey County Judge Margaret Marrinan agreed, blaming the
DNR for violating the public trust doctrine and the Minnesota Environmental Rights Act by issuing too many well permits, which in
turn harmed the lake’s ecosystems and underlying aquifer.
“Our clients tried to make headway with the DNR without resorting to litigation, but it became clear that it wouldn’t turn out that
way,” said Ciresi Conlin partner Katie Crosby Lehmann. “The report
on the issue from the [U.S. Geological Survey Minnesota Water Sci-
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ence Center] showed that the lake was of important community interest.”
Joining Lehmann on the legal team were Michael V. Ciresi, Heather McElroy (Ciresi Conlin); Byron E. Starns, Daniel L. Scott (Stinson
Leonard Street); and Richard B. Allyn (Robins Kaplan).
Marrinan’s ruling means the state must adopt tougher water-conservation measures, including reviewing all existing groundwater
permits within 5 miles of White Bear Lake. If permits aren’t in compliance with sustainability standards, they must be reopened and
downsized within six months.
“We were able to show that one of the main causes of the drop
in water level was caused by humans, and that the DNR is able to
control that,” said Lehmann.
—Dan Heilman
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JUDGE DONOVAN FRANK
Pioneered use of therapists’
testimony in abuse cases
2017

There’s been an identifiable arc to the career of U.S. District Court
Judge Donovan Frank.
It started when Frank, fresh out of law school and newly sober,
went to work in the St. Louis County Attorney’s Office. Judge Mitchell A. Dubow allowed him to present testimony from the therapist of
a 7-year-old victim who would explain what results when a child is
sexually assaulted. There was no precedent — Dubow was the first
judge in Minnesota to allow the evidence. “Most judges wouldn’t
have had the courage to do it, even me,” Frank said.
Two years later, similar expert testimony was used with a teenage victim, and in 2011 it was allowed with an adult. In 1985, Frank

became a state court judge in the 6th District and met activist Ellen
Pence, who introduced him to Sheila Wellstone. Sen. Paul Wellstone
nominated him for the federal bench, to which President Bill Clinton
appointed him in 1998.
His new role only increased his commitment to the community
and the profession, and he has served on a variety of task forces and
boards to address the needs of the minority, disabled and vulnerable population. He is also a reliable resource for lawyers and judges
struggling with chemical dependency.
“It all made me a better person and a better judge,” he said.
—Barbara L. Jones
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Attorneys of the Year
Congratulations to Briggs shareholders
Brian Corey and Steve Ryan for being selected
as 2017 Attorneys of the Year!

Briggs.com
@BriggsandMorgan
BriggsandMorgan

CATHY HAUKEDAHL
Working to expand legal
aid to people in poverty
2017

Cathy Haukedahl worked at the Minnesota Attorney General’s
Office, was the state’s first woman solicitor general and was a shareholder at Felhaber Larson. But she maintained an active pro bono
practice that was her first love.
In 2002 she became the deputy director of Mid-Minnesota Legal
Aid in Minneapolis and in 2011 succeeded Jerry Lane as executive
director. The Great Recession was in full force. The Legislature proposed deep, deep budget cuts. Some of the money came back, but not
all of it, and funding has lagged ever since. “This was a whole new
level of navigating the waters,” Haukedahl said.
While legal aid has tremendous support within the profession, it

could be better known and understood in the rest of the community,
Haukedahl said. Traditional sources of funding that are familiar with
pro bono legal services are having financial problems of their own.
The bottom line: Legal aid turns away three out of five potential
clients who have actual issues and whom the office could help. “How
do we expand and serve people?” she asked.
Haukedahl retired last year but has not packed away her briefcase
and is still helping clients. “My wish list is that the country would
address systemic poverty issues so we wouldn’t need to keep helping
people.”
—Barbara L. Jones
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congratulates

Cortney LeNeave and all the
2017 Attorneys of the Year

Cortney’s leadership, dedication to clients, and
commitment to ensuring justice is served are qualities
we hold dear at the Hunegs, LeNeave and Kvas law
firm. Cortney’s extraordinary work on behalf of Carney
Lien and his family in obtaining a 12.6 million dollar
verdict helped bring both justice and closure in a
serious brain injury case. We are extremely proud
of Cortney and his teams accomplishments and
congratulate him on his recognition as a Minnesota
Lawyer 2017 Attorney of the Year.

2017

JUDGE RICHARD KYLE
Presided over some of state’s
biggest federal cases
2017

“He looked like a judge, he acted like a judge, he was tough, and
he never lost his temper.”
That’s how U.S. District Court Judge Richard Kyle recalls his early
boss, U.S. District Court Judge Edward Devitt. The judges may be
similarly described and both are notably respected in Minnesota.
Kyle later became the state solicitor general and an attorney in
private practice, until he was appointed by President George H.W.
Bush to the District Court in 1992. He was confirmed only a few
months after his appointment. “I didn’t have anybody that I was
aware of that was trying to stop my nomination,” Kyle recalls.
Since 1992, Kyle has been associated with some of the biggest

trials in state history, such as those of transplant surgeon Dr. John
Najarian (acquitted of violating drug safety rules), financial fraudster
Tom Petters (sentenced to 50 years), and defamation plaintiff Jesse
Ventura (won at trial, reversed on appeal, settled).
“It’s been a good life,” said the judge, 80.
He doesn’t spend as much time in court as in the past, and he
misses it.
“I’ve been very fortunate, I have no complaints. If I did, I wouldn’t
tell you.”
—Barbara L. Jones
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ANDREW H. MOHRING
Champions rights of those who
don’t have the best reputation’
2017

Andrew H. Mohring, a federal defender for 28 years, is a trial lawyer with a capital T. But he has also helped new lawyers hone their
skills and has served on practically every judicial branch committee
or task force about criminal law that you can think of. He has chaired
the Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers board (twice), the Volunteer
Lawyers Network Advisory Board, and the Hennepin County Bar
Foundation Board. He has also chaired the criminal rules subcommittee of the federal practice committee.
He’s also represented a lot of people, always finding something to
champion about those who, as he puts it, “don’t have the best reputation.” About his clients, he says, “there but for the grace of God go I.”

Now practicing at Ciresi Conlin, one of his cases is a putative
class action on behalf of prisoners afflicted with the hepatitis C virus,
which he calls “a great case.” Untreated hepatitis C can lead to cirrhosis or cancer and be fatal.
In 2013 a new drug that cures the virus was introduced. But the
drug is “breathtakingly expensive,” Mohring said, and the state right
now isn’t providing it. Treatment in the prisons may slow the spread
of the disease and benefit the greater community. And, says Mohring,
“I believe that states have a legal, moral and ethical obligation to care
for the people that they incarcerate and this is a serious illness.”
—Barbara L. Jones
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Introducing Minnesota
Lawyer L!ve Events

The first Minnesota Lawyer L!VE Event:
D&I Breakfast Panel

Moderator: James C. Burroughs
Janine Loetscher, Co-chair of Diversity and Inclusion Committee, Bassford Remele
Ann Jenrette-Thomas, Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer, Stinson Leonard Street
Rebecca J. Bernhard, Partner and Diversity Co-Chair, Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Roshan Rajkumar, Partner, Bowman & Brooke
Diversity & Inclusion officers from Minneapolis area law firms shared their expertise in a
panel discussion on January 23, 2018.

More ML!VE events coming soon!

JUDGE ANN MONTGOMERY
Federal jurist sees need for
more cracks in glass ceiling
2017

Judge Ann Montgomery was welcomed when she started practicing law in 1974 in the U.S. attorney’s office, especially after winning a few trials. She was appointed in 1983 to the Hennepin County
Municipal Court, which then merged with the 4th Judicial District.
She became a federal magistrate judge in 1994 and a District Court
judge in 1996.
There has been progress for women in appointments to the bench
and in general counsel’s offices but there are still obstacles in “big
law,” Montgomery said. The proverbial glass ceiling is still there. “It’s
really tough for women senior partners to get to the very top. I think
there are good firms,” Montgomery said.
Montgomery has enjoyed her work with Judicial Branch, a com-

mittee of the Federal Judicial Conference. It has focused on establishing appropriate communications with the other branches of government, for all participants to understand their disparate roles and
checks and balances.
Montgomery worked with the Latino Legal Experience, which
hosted her friend, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, last
year and is ongoing.
“I’ve loved the job. We have a strong tradition of a good work
ethic [on the bench]. I’m proud to be a member of it,” Montgomery
concluded.
—Barbara L. Jones
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JUDGE DIANA MURPHY
8th Circuit jurist champions
women’s advancement
2017

Submitted image: Jason Bouldin, Bouldin Studio

Judge Diana Murphy’s career advice: “You have to fight for others
and you also have to fight for your own situation. You also have to be
willing understand that you will make mistakes. You have to just keep
learning.”
Murphy first worked at Lindquist & Vennum and deeply admired
litigator Edward Glennon. But he was never in the office. So she telephoned him and sold herself. He bought, somewhat grudgingly, but
eventually came around. “You have to be really pushy. Don’t be afraid to
be pushy. You want to do it and that’s a benefit to [the court or the firm]
but you’ve got to get in there and talk to them,” Murphy advised.
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Murphy has been a judge since 1976 and on the 8th Circuit bench
since 1994. She was the first woman on that bench and was the only
woman until the appointment of Judge Jane Kelly in 2016. She also
chaired the United States Sentencing Commission from 1999 to 2004.
It was inevitable that Murphy would become an advocate of women
lawyers and judges, and she has embraced that opportunity. “It’s a joy to
see good men and women lawyers and to see how many women have
succeeded,” she said. “I want to help other women.”
—Barbara L. Jones

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S
B Y R O N S TA R N S A N D DA N S C OT T
Your contributions to the White Bear Lake legal team resulted in a landmark ruling
regarding water management practices and responsibilities.
We applaud your efforts to safeguard Minnesota’s natural resources, and we congratulate
the entire team on being named Attorneys of the Year.

ST INSON L EONAR D STRE E T LLP \\ STIN SO N .CO M
L AW OF F IC ES I N 1 3 U. S. LO CATI O N S

PARTNER WITH SOMEONE WHO’S AGILE,
RESPONSIVE AND FLEXIBLE. LIKE YOU.
At Bridgewater Bank, we’re the complete
opposite of big, cumbersome banks that just
can’t turn a deal on a dime. And that’s often
the difference between closing on a great
project or missing a sure-fire opportunity.
We pride ourselves on streamlining your
project and developing successful banking
relationships by partnering with nimble,
knowledgeable banking experts you can
trust from day one. And that’s why a big
bank, won’t rank. bridgewaterbankmn.com

Congratulations on your nomination.
Thank you for making a difference!
Proud sponsor
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