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Piazza
d’Italia
negotiations
terminated

PAGES 19-24

A plan to revitalize a pair
of parking lots surrounding the Piazza d’Italia in the
Central Business District has
faltered after the city stopped
negotiations with the developer.
The city had hoped to
finalize a lease with ICD
Sitra in late April to develop a $125.5 million dual
hotel project. But Cindy
Connick, executive director
of Canal Street Development
Corporation, a city agency
that oversees Piazza d’Italia
and other city-owned property, said “requested documents and plans were not
SEE PIAZZA PAGE 9

Port, Jefferson Parish try to mend fences
LANCE TRAWEEK
LANCE.TRAWEEK@NOPG.COM

The potential breakup between Jefferson
Parish and the Port of New Orleans is over,
for now.
State Rep. Julie Stokes, R-Kenner,
this week scrapped legislation she filed
that would have given the Port of South
Louisiana in LaPlace concurrent jurisdiction over the parish along with the Port of
New Orleans. House Bill 698 would have
allowed the Port of South Louisiana to regulate commerce and traffic in the parish and
join efforts to redevelop Avondale Shipyard
– a vacant 268-acre West Bank shipyard that
spent 77 years building ships.
Stokes’ new legislation, House
Concurrent Resolution 119, mandates that
the Port of New Orleans study the utilization of property in the parish in an effort
to spur economic development along the
Mississippi River.

If passed, the resolution would ensure
that the Port of New Orleans includes in
its 2016 master plan the use of property in
Kenner and other parts of Jefferson Parish
for port development, facilities and activities.
Jefferson Parish President Mike Yenni
said the sole purpose of the legislation is
economic development.
“We just want to see jobs and growth
and an opportunity for Avondale,” Yenni
said. “If that’s something that hasn’t been
on their radar, we want it on their radar.
They get that and they are actively talking

to people.”
Yenni said he has had a recent site visit
with Port of New Orleans officials. Yenni,
who served as mayor of Kenner before taking over as parish president this year, said
he hasn’t been pleased with their past relationship but has since had a change of heart.
He had wanted more cooperation in adding Jefferson Parish to a list of stops planned
by Viking River Cruises, a high-end line
starting its North American operations at
the Port of New Orleans in late 2017.
“We’ve been working very closely with
SEE MEND PAGE 8

Renovation Report
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Excellence
leads to
opportunity.

Excellence is not something you claim. It’s something you prove. Our company has
won a total of 83 Greenwich Excellence designations for small business and middle
market banking since 2009. Adhering to our founding principles of commitment to
service and teamwork, we work hard every day to provide the financial solutions
that can help your business grow and succeed.
Put Whitney Bank to work for you.

Whitney Bank has earned a record

19 NATIONAL AND REGIONAL
2015 GREENWICH EXCELLENCE AWARDS

for small business and middle market banking.

Whitney Bank, Member FDIC.

504-299-5200

hancockwhitney.com
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NEWS BY THE NUMBERS

425,000

People who attended Jazz Fest as it ended
May 1 on a soggy note. Around 460,000
attended last year.

10
Entrepreneurs competing
in PitchNOLA’s ‘living well’
contest May 25 to improve
the health of New Orleans’
underserved residents.

13

Homes under construction in a Gentilly neighborhood, St.
John Trace. Developer Chisesi Signature Homes says they
are all expected to be completed next year.

7
$6 million

Cost to renovate Tulane Medical Center’s
downtown campus. It will include a new
bone marrow transplant unit.

Years of peak demand in New
Orleans’ housing market, which
could be cooling off due to rising
prices and tighter inventory,
according to a May 6 panel at the
University of New Orleans.

We work with you to provide the right
technology for your business. Get maximum
Internet download speed options up to
10 Gigs, and choose from several voice
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*Offer ends 9/4/16. Available to new subscribers (excluding government agencies and schools) of Cox Business InternetSM 25 (max. 25/5 Mbps) and VoiceManagerSM Essential with unlimited nationwide long distance. Offer requires 3-year service
term. Early termination fees may apply. After 6 months, bundle rate increases to $99.99/month for months 7–36. Standard rates apply thereafter. Prices exclude equipment, installation, taxes, and fees, unless indicated. DOCSIS 3.0 modem
required for optimal performance. Speeds not guaranteed; actual speeds may vary. See www.cox.com/internetdisclosures for complete Internet Service Disclosures. Unlimited plan is limited to direct-dialed domestic calling and is not available
for use with non-switched-circuit calling, auto-dialers, call center applications and certain switching applications. Phone modem provided by Cox, requires electricity, and has battery backup. Access to E911 may not be available during extended
power outage or if modem is moved or inoperable. Offer is nontransferable to a new service address. Other restrictions apply.
†
Cox Business Visa® Prepaid Card available with qualifying new services ordered and activated between 5/2/16 and 9/4/16 with minimum 3-year contract. Customer must mention promotion code “reward promo” when placing their order to receive
card. Account must remain active, be in good standing, and retain all services for a minimum of 30 days after install. Online redemption required following instructions to be mailed to customer after service activation. Online information to be
submitted no later than 9/30/16. Void where prohibited. Limit one Prepaid Card per customer, total not to exceed $200. Allow 6–8 weeks after redemption for delivery. Cards issued by MetaBank,® member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa
U.S.A. Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by the issuing bank. Card does not have cash access and can be used anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted within the U.S. only. Cards valid through expiration date
shown on front of card. Valid in U.S., territories and Puerto Rico. Offer subject to modification or withdrawal at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply. © 2016 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Analyzing the week’s top news and what you can expect to happen next

—CityBusiness staff reports

What happened:

New Orleans regional charter service GLO reversed course on its plans
to pull a seasonal nonstop flight from New Orleans to the Destin area.
The firm had said demand wasn’t that great for the route.

What’s next:

GLO now plans to offer one round-trip flight on some Fridays and
Mondays starting June 24 through Labor Day weekend. Round-trip fares
start at around $200.

What happened:

What happened:

Mele Printing announced the opening of an additional 20,000 square
feet at its Covington warehouse as it seeks to become the largest
commercial printer in the state. The $2.5 million warehouse addition is
part of an overall $5.1 million expansion for the company. It brings the
facility located at 619 N. Tyler St. to a total of 70,000 square feet.

What’s next:

Mele is also adding a $1.5 million Heidelberg Printing Press to
increase printing capacity by 30 percent and remodeling several older
warehouses and adding other large pieces of machinery to increase
efficiency. Mele offers digital and offset printing and specializes in
political, marketing, statement and variable data campaigns.

A hotel project near the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center cleared a
major hurdle to construction on Wednesday.
Developers of the site at 1148 S. Peters St. in the Warehouse District
received unanimous approval from the Central Business District’s
Historic District Landmarks Commission. New Orleans developers
Clayton Randle and David Hecht want to renovate the vacant brick
warehouse located at the corner of South Peters and Calliope and
construct a new 17-story, 184-foot tower on the surface parking lot
behind the building. The lot fronts Convention Center Boulevard and is
directly across from the convention center.

What’s next:

The project still needs to proceed through the design review process
with City Planning, Board of Zoning Adjustments and Safety and Permits
before construction can begin. Eskew+Dumez+Ripple Architects is
handling the design of the project. Hecht said he hopes to break ground
and start construction at the end of the year with an 18-month time
frame for completion.

CITYBIZ-HB-SB-9.87x13.37-FN-B.pdf

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

1

4/12/16

8:51 AM

8

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

NEWORLEANSCITYBUSINESS.COM

MEND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Port of New Orleans. Last week, I went on a port
tour with them down the river and looked at all the
places that Jefferson Parish could potentially have

“We’ve been working very
closely with the Port of New
Orleans. Last week, I went
on a port tour with them
down the river and looked at
all the places that Jefferson
Parish could potentially
have some development.”
— Mike Yenni, president, Jefferson Parish
some development,” Yenni
said. “They have assured us
that a study will be done.”
The study group would be
composed of two members
from the Port of New Orleans’
board of commissioners,
the port’s president and the
mayors of Kenner, Westwego
Yenni
and Gretna. The resolution
says the first meeting must convene by the end of
September.
“I’ve told them all that I don’t want that to take
forever. I want something to happen soon,” Yenni
said.
The study group would have to complete a writ-

ten report by January 15, 2017, according to the
resolution.
“Anyone that has land in Jefferson Parish along
the river will give input into the study,” Yenni said.
“They realize we are serious about this and want to
see something happen.”
“If things don’t happen, I’ll bring the same bill
back up next legislative session,” Yenni said in reference to House Bill 698.

“All property and assets
within the port’s threeparish jurisdiction will be
fully examined to determine
the best possible uses for
the promotion of maritime
activity and the creation of
high-paying jobs.”
— Gary LaGrange, president and CEO,
Port of New Orleans
“I have to commend the
Port of New Orleans. They
have been coming to the
table wanting to work with us
now. I appreciate that,” Yenni
added. “We could have just
proceeded and moved on, but
if someone is willing to step
up let’s give them the oppor-

LaGrange

tunity to see what happens.”
Gary LaGrange, president and CEO of the Port of
New Orleans, said the board looks forward to working with Jefferson Parish and its municipalities in the
coming months on its 2016 master plan to determine
a roadmap for the future.
The master plan process is an update of the port’s
2008 master plan, which largely focused on recreating capacity in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.
“The entirety of Jefferson Parish is important to
the future growth of trade, industrial activity and
tourism in the region,” LaGrange said. “All property
and assets within the port’s three-parish jurisdiction
will be fully examined to determine the best possible
uses for the promotion of maritime activity and the
creation of high-paying jobs.”
LaGrange said the goal of their planning efforts is to
work alongside stakeholders in Jefferson Parish to position the port in the best possible manner for growth.
“Our collective goal is to identify these opportunities throughout our jurisdiction and successfully
implement plans to grow business and jobs for
Louisiana,” LaGrange said.
T h e re s o l u t i o n i s p e n d i n g i n t h e H o u s e
Transportation Committee. If approved, it goes to the
House floor for consideration. From there, it would
move to the Senate Transportation Committee and
then the full Senate before heading to the Secretary
of State’s office.
A spokesman for Stokes said that the resolution, if
approved, will likely occur within the next two weeks
but will need to be passed by June 6.
It’s not the first time the Port of South Louisiana
has been flirted with. Similar legislation filed in
previous years sought to bring the port into more
business with Ascension Parish, which works mainly
with the Port of Greater Baton Rouge.

Discover what thousands of CEOs already know

Join like-minded New Orleans CEOs, business owners,
and presidents for an exclusive opportunity to meet with
your peers to bring your business challenges, discover
solutions and explore new opportunities. Find out how a
peer group works with Vistage Chair Joe Liss.

Join now by calling 504.481.6930, email

joe.liss@vistagechair.com or visit vistage.com/lissgroup

churchilltechpark.org

jedco.org
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submitted timely, and acceptable lease terms could
not be reached.”
“We thank ICD Sitra for their interest in New
Orleans and hope they look for another opportunity to invest in our city,” she said in an emailed
statement Tuesday. “We will continue to do our due
diligence to attract a worthy development. In the
meantime, this property will continue to operate as
parking lots, generating revenue for CSDC and the
city.”
The city issued a “request for qualifications” last
May seeking ideas for redevelopment of the lots at
542 Tchoupitoulas St. and 545 S. Peters St. That
request netted base proposals from five development groups, all with mostly out-of-state ties. They
were narrowed to three.
A November deadline was extended so developers could assemble their teams and finalize financing. The team of ICD-Sitra, Crowninvest LLC and
Operadora de Servicios para Hoteles de Lujo was
the only group to submit a comprehensive proposal
to redevelop the site by the new deadline.
ICD-Sitra’s proposal proposed a two-tower
Hard Rock Hotel complex with a 29-floor, 355room “lifestyle” hotel and a 14-floor, 155-room
“select service” hotel. Both hotels would feature a
spa, a “rock shop,” specialty restaurants, a business
center and a rooftop pool.
The project also included 20,600 square feet of
meeting and convention space, an 81,600-squarefoot parking garage and 29,000 square feet of
“boutique-luxury” retail and gourmet restaurant
space. Developers have also considered two different spaces in the 14-floor building for what could
become a “jam school” and a space for the New
Orleans Center for Creative Arts.
ICD-Sitra’s proposal indicated that the Piazza

would be part of the main lobby and would serve as
event space for concerts, wine festivals, art galleries
and other events.
The project touted creation of 1,800 jobs during
construction and 450 permanent full-time and parttime jobs once the hotel and retail shops are open.
The financing breakdown included 63 percent debt
C I T Y B U S I N E S S

F I L E

and 37 percent private equity.
Developers anticipated roughly $320 million in
gross revenues between 2019 and 2029. They proposed paying the city about 4 percent of gross hotel
room revenues throughout a 99-year lease agreement. The percentage would be revisited every 15
years.

P H O T O S

The city will need to go back to the drawing board on bids to
redevelop the Piazza d'Italia site downtown after negotiations
ﬁzzled with the lone developer.

Lending a helping hand since 1908.
At Fidelity, we’re about more than just banking.
We are about building a community with relationships that have spanned generations. Fidelity Bank and our mortgage
lending division, NOLA Lending Group, give back to the non-profit groups that are important to you. And there are a lot of
them including Housing, Art/Culture, Education and Wellness initiatives. It’s business as usual for Fidelity.

Now you can help lending a hand, too…
When you open any new Fidelity Checking Account, you can select a non-profit to receive a donation of $19.081.
Plus, one non-profit will be chosen each quarter to receive $1,908.00 from Fidelity2.
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App for iPhone
and Android.

www.BankWithFidelity.com

www.NOLALending.com

1-800-220-2497
1) This offer is valid on new qualifying checking accounts opened by 12/31/2016. All new accounts are subject to approval and applicable terms and conditions. Non-profit must be chosen from our preselected list. We will make the
donation 90 days after account opening as long as the account is open and has a positive balance greater than $0. Only one donation made per customer regardless of the number of new accounts established. 2) A total of four gifts
of $1908 each will be awarded. Ask a Fidelity Banker or call for full details.
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LEADOFF SPOT

Layoffs to affect more than 360 in state
Freeport McMoRan Oil & Gas plans to lay off a total
of 32 employees at two of its facilities in New Orleans
due to declining commodity prices.
The company issued a WARN notice to the state
announcing the layoffs. A Louisiana Workforce
Commission news release on Wednesday said rapid
response personnel will provide re-employment infor-

mation to the affected workers.
Three other companiesare laying off in Louisiana,
according to LWC.
Hexion Inc. plans to close its facility in Norco, resulting in 97 employees losing their jobs. The layoffs will
begin this July and will continue for the next few years.
Offshore Specialty Fabricators in Houma will begin

laying off 67 employees July 5 who were originally
furloughed in March. The company hopes to gain new
contracts to avoid this layoff, the news release said.
Martin Mills plans to close its Vidalia distribution
center, resulting in 167 employee layoffs scheduled to
begin July 10.
— CityBusiness staff reports

Former Our Lady of Lourdes Church changes hands
P H O T O

B Y

A N D R E W

T

V A L E N T I

The archdiocese sold the
church for $1.3 million.

he former Our Lady of Lourdes
c h u rc h U p tow n , c l o s e d s i n ce
Hurricane Katrina, has recently changed
hands.
Gregory St. Angelo closed on a deal for
the 91-year-old church located at 2400
Napoleon Ave. on April 27, according to
Orleans Parish land records. An entity
known as 616 Girod LLC, managed by St.
Angelo, purchased the nearly 32,000-squarefoot piece of land at the corner of Napoleon
Avenue and La Salle Street for $1.3 million
from the Archdiocese of New Orleans.
Land records also show that the New
Orleans City Planning Commission approved
the subdivision of the property, which also
contains Holy Rosary Academy and High
School at 2437 Jena St., in October. This act
formally separated the church and rectory

from the school.
St. Angelo could not be immediately reached for comment. The Uptown
Messenger reported in April 2015 that archdiocese officials would want a developer
who would turn the site into residential or
commercial use.
Our Lady of Lourdes’ parish combined
with the parishes of St. Matthias and St.
Monica to form Blessed Trinity Parish after
Katrina breached the levee system and flooded the building. The flooding was so extensive that it was not feasible to restore the
structure to its original state. The building
also shows signs of sinking.
The church was dedicated in 1925 and
is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.
—Andrew Valenti
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Senior housing
tower gets
zoning OK
QUINCY HODGES
QUINCY.HODGES@NOPG.COM

In a unanimous vote, the New Orleans City
Planning Commission Tuesday approved a zoning
change that allows the $27.5 million renovation of
a 14-story tower in New Orleans East for senior
housing.
The Lake Forest Tower had been used for
senior housing before Hurricane Katrina. But the
city’s revised zoning since the storm changed it
into a site that could only be used for commercial
purposes.
City planning officials recommend the commission deny the developer’s request, saying it’s inconsistent with the city’s master plan. They said the
property and several areas along the same corridor
had been rezoned to provide for a variety of uses
such as banking, retail and multi-family residences.
Robert Rivers, executive director of the planning
commission, said the zoning change occurred in
2010 in an effort to rehab the corridor through
commercial use means.
The vacant building located at 10101 Lake
Forest Blvd. was built in 1979 as a 12-story concrete tower that is visible from Interstate 10.
With Tuesday’s approval, the developer, Lake
Forest Tower LLC, will be able to develop 200
apartments, an exercise facility, a coffee shop and
community gardens.

Six Flags appraisal on hold
ANDREW VALENTI
ANDREW.VALENTI@NOPG.COM

The Industrial Development
Board decided on Tuesday to hold
off on selecting an appraisal group
for the Six Flags theme park in
New Orleans East amid concerns
over a lack of specifics and a conflict of interest.
Most of the proposals submitted did not specify what the groups
would or would not furnish during
an appraisal of the site. IDB President
Alan Philipson suggested giving them
48 to 72 hours to retool their bids
on whether the price would include
the appraisal of the rides and other
equipment.
The Orleans Parish Assessor’s
Office currently assesses the value
of the site at $54.5 million; however,
IDB members continue to be skeptical of that number given the park’s
continuing deteriorating condition.
Three new groups submitted
proposals to appraise the site after
the board’s April meeting. The
McEnery Company of New Orleans
offered a $23,500 quote, Stegall,
Benton & Associates of Metairie gave
a $26,000 bid and Florida-based
Valbridge put forth a $38,500 quote.
Thorns Consulting of New Orleans
gave a $22,500 quote and Truax and
Robles offered a $30,000 bid earlier

in April.
Truax and Robles Appraisers of
Metairie was the only group to offer a
two-phase appraisal.
Board Vice President Darrel
Saizan motioned to accept Thorns
Consulting, headed by Jimmie
Thorns. The motion failed due largely to Thorns’ previous ties to the IDB.
Thorns was president of the IDB
for more than 20 years and resigned
in 2008. Board member C. David
Thompson wanted to consider
whether there would be a conflict of
interest if Thorns did business with
the board. Board member Eugene
Green, Jr. said there should not be
any conflict because Thorns has not
been affiliated with the IDB for eight
years.
Board members did agree on finding a developer and putting the 227acre property back into commerce.
They had considered donating it to
the city.
The board meets again next
month.
“This property is something of
an albatross,” board member Jeffrey
Schwartz said. “We need to put this
into the process of moving forward.
We are stewards of the public good
and public trust. There is a highest
and best use of this property, so we
can put this back into commerce for
the citizens of New Orleans East and

the city of New Orleans.”
Two developers came before the
board in April with ideas on how
to redevelop the 227-acre site, but
were met with lukewarm responses.
Developer Frank Scurlock proposed
“Festival Theme Park,” a park based
on Louisiana’s festivals. The park
would be developed at a cost of $120
million.
TPC-NOLA Inc. proposed buying the property for $2.5 million. The
company has partnered with Baton
Rouge-based retail developer Kimble
Development to build a retail center at the site. The plan also calls for
a new Jazzland theme park and an
adjacent waterpark, all valued at $50
million.
Uptown resident Drew Ward
pitched the idea of salvaging materials at the park for reuse in other
areas of the city. He said the materials
could help the IDB recoup some of
the financial losses from the park over
the years.
The IDB took control of the
defunct park in 2009 on behalf of the
city and has since been tasked with
finding a group willing to take on
redevelopment of the site. IDB staff
has said it does not have the ability
to properly manage and maintain the
former amusement park, and the city
has declined to accept responsibility
for its upkeep.
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firm offers home
hunters a virtual
open house

15

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

G
row
G
Grow
row

with purpose
with purpose
with purpose

NATALIE CHANDLER
NATALIE.CHANDLER@NOPG.COM

Fifty years ago, home hunters would visit a real estate agency and look at
sketched photos to decide whether to pursue the American dream.
Today they can visit an open house in New Orleans without setting foot in it.
Virtual reality marketing firm R&D Design is partnering with Villere Realty to
host what is dubbed as Louisiana’s first open house using VR technology.
The firm will use social media sites – mainly YouTube and Facebook – to market
the VR open house. The test case is a three-bedroom, three-bath newly constructed home at 2634 Milan St.
Using a headset, clients can click on the file and meet their virtual realtor, who in
a pre-recorded video describes each room and details of the home. They can also
navigate through the areas of the home they want to see.
David Holtman, co-founder and managing director of R&D Design, said real
estate agent Kirk Williamson approached him with the concept. They believe it has
the potential to change how the industry operates in future years.
“As this technology continues to develop, the ‘wow’ factor will go away,”
Holtman said. “We’re working really hard to figure out what that next industry is
that will be able to use this. We’re pretty confident the real estate industry is going
to find it a fantastic way to show houses.”
Williamson said he doesn’t expect the technology to eventually do away with the
need for a licensed real estate agent to guide clients through a home in person.
“This will provide another way for the agent to show the property to their client,” he said. “The biggest impact is if you have an out-of-town buyer who wants to
see the property. Instead of looking at 20 pictures online, you’ll be able to send your
client a file and they will have a headset and it will be like they are standing in the
room, looking at the flooring, outlets and other things they can’t see in pictures.”
It’s not the first virtual tour R&D Design has done. The firm worked with
the Krewe of Endymion this season to give viewers a virtual experience of what
it’s like to ride on the captain’s float as it traveled through the krewe’s ball at the
Superdome. The post received 15,000 views in 24 hours, he said.
Real estate packages vary in price depending on the home’s square footage and
whether the agent wants photos and other marketing tools.
Holtman said the challenge with VR open houses will be to make the technology
mainstream, and “to get people on board with the idea that this is really going to
benefit their listing.”
“It’s an opportunity to change how people think about it and giving them the
ability to see how they can make their life more efficient and how (realtors) can sell
a house more efficiently,” he said.
The local industry has tried new strategies before, with mixed results.
Crescent City Auction Gallery partnered with Soniat Realty in 2014 to auction a
shotgun double in the Bywater neighborhood to the highest bidder. The home was
part of a family succession, and the auction could have been considered a fairer way
to sell it off.
But it fetched less than the seller had hoped. The 1,822-square-foot house at
900-902 Clouet St. sold for $220,000 at the Crescent City Auction Gallery. That’s
at least $20,000 less than what the gallery had anticipated.
P H O T O

C O U R T E S Y

R & D

D E S I G N

Realtors hope that virtual open houses give
out-of-town clients a more attractive option
for home hunting in New Orleans.
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Port moves forward
with cybersecurity

Port signs new deal
for dredging

The Port of New Orleans has entered into a contract with a private company for nearly $2 million
for dredging services at the Napoleon and Nashville
Avenue terminals.
The port’s board of commissioners approved
the expenditure at its regular board meeting April
28. The project, awarded to Weeks Marine Inc. of
Covington, will take about 20 days to complete.
Paul Zimmermann, director of port operations,
said the month of January proved to be the highest
January documented on the river in 16 years.
“When the river is high, it brings a lot of silt with
it,” Zimmermann said.
Not only has the silt built up, but the river bottom
is shifting.
“We have been dodging the bullet over the last

several weeks,” Zimmermann said.
He said some of the deeper draft ships have had
to “zig and zag” to navigate through the river.
“We can’t continue this. Plus, the river is going to
be dropping. It’s going to be a slow fall,” Zimmermann
said. “We cannot provide enough water for the ships.
The end result is we either don’t allow deeper draft
ships in or we have to go out and dredge.”
Dredging expenditures have become customary
for the Port of New Orleans as well as other ports
across the country. They continue to push Congress
for federal money for dredging.
In September, the port entered into a contract
with Arkansas-based Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Company for $950,000 for dredging.
“Due to the dynamic Mississippi River, the Port
of New Orleans, as well as its sister ports along the
lower Mississippi River, must remain diligent on the
issue of maintaining the drafts of ship berths,” said
Gary LaGrange, port president and CEO. “Channel
infrastructure is one of the top issues facing the shipping industry in the United States today.”
In other business, the board authorized its chairman Bill Bergeron to negotiate a contract with
Brandy Christian, the port’s chief operating officer,
to serve as the port’s president and CEO effective April 3, 2017, upon the retirement of Gary
LaGrange.
—Lance Traweek

The Port of New Orleans has entered into an agreement
for more than $53,000 to identify vulnerabilities in the port’s
critical information technology infrastructure and ward off
cyberattacks.
The contract with Virginia-based SeNet International
Corporation will help develop a prioritized set of actions to
mitigate the risks identified.
“Hopefully, we’ll build a better system moving forward,”
said Eileen Pansano, director of internal audits at the port.
Funds were budgeted in the board’s fiscal year 2016
spending plan, and the expense was approved by the port’s
board of commissioners last week.
The federal government, starting with the Presidential
Executive Order Improving Critical Infrastructure
Cybersecurity, is taking steps to enhance cybersecurity in
U.S. port facilities.
Cybersecurity has been identified as a top priority for
the Coast Guard, which has the responsibility for maritime
homeland security.
The port maintains several enterprise and departmental
software applications and platforms in-house and on the
premises. There is an in-house IT department and technical,
functional and business process staff.
The assessment will provide IT management with an
overview of current security weaknesses and a road map on
how to strengthen the cyber defenses to protect the port’s
assets.
Areas being assessed include advanced persistent threats
like viruses and malware, wireless networks, firewalls, emails,
servers, policies and procedures.
SeNet International expects the assessment to be completed by mid-June.
—Lance Traweek
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Dairy Queen looks for 15 new
Grill & Chill sites
ANDREW VALENTI
ANDREW.VALENTI@NOPG.COM

There are more than 6,700 Dairy
Queen locations in the United States,
Canada and 27 other countries, but the
ice cream and food giant famous for its
Blizzard dessert has been an elusive get
for New Orleans, with only four stores in
the area.

market is a natural move for his company.
“When I measure the new store openings like the ones in Marrero and Gretna,
they’ve been the highest volume new store
openings in the country,” he said. “There
is a great reception to our brand each time
we open a store in southern Louisiana.”
Dairy Queen is looking at possible
locations in Orleans Parish, Kenner,
Metairie, LaPlace, Houma, Thibodaux

“There is a great reception to our brand each
time we open a store in southern Louisiana.”
— Jim Kerr, international vice president of franchise development, Dairy Queen
That could change as the Minnesotabased company has decided to open 15
franchise locations of its Grill and Chill
stores in the metro area within the next 10
years. There are currently two Grill and
Chill locations in Marrero, Gretna and
one in Slidell as well as a store in Metairie
on Airline Highway that serves ice cream
with a limited food menu.
International Dairy Queen Vice
President of Franchise Development Jim
Kerr said expanding in the New Orleans

and additional locations on the North
Shore. Kerr said his company is actively
recruiting franchise operators with strong
resources to open multiple units. He
added that the company is looking for up
to four multi-unit capable groups.
The cost to typically build and open a
Dairy Queen Grill and Chill is more than
$1 million, which does not include the
cost of land. Each location is expected to
offer 2,500 to 3,000 square feet of space.
Kerr said his company has one of the

Experience Chinese Cuisine at its finest
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Fri & Sat 11am-11pm / Sun 11am-10pm

On & off site catering for all your business & personal functions
Take Out and Delivery
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menu online fivehappiness.com

BANK ON

NEW ORLEANS
The New Orleans Chamber of
Commerce is working to create a
positive impact on our city while
securing a successful future for our
businesses. Join us, and propel your
business to the next level.
Dues as low as $180.

Visit NewOrleansChamber.org for registration and more info.

industry’s best predictive analytic marketing planning packages that place the ideal
spots for a store in a given market on a
map. This will allow the company to move
quickly on a location on either the North
Shore or South Shore.
“We have the flexibility to move in
either direction to take advantage of that
opportunity,” he said.

These expansion plans are not limited to the New Orleans area, as the fastfood chain intends to open more than 50
Grill and Chill locations in Louisiana in
the next 10 years, primarily in the New
Orleans, Baton Rouge and Lafayette markets.
There are currently 36 stores in the
state.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bowen, Miclette & Britt of
Louisiana, LLC announces the
addition of David Gorney, Charles
Alexander, and Corey Platt
David Gorney joins BMB LA as Managing
Director. David is a graduate of Louisiana
State University and has over 30 years of
experience in the insurance industry. David
comes to BMB from Marsh & McLennan,
where he most recently served as Managing
Director and various managerial / producer
roles over his 26 year career there.
David will be responsible for managing and
further expanding our commercial lines
business in Louisiana.
Charles Alexander has joined BMB LA as
Marketing Manager. Charles is a graduate of
Loyola University. He will be responsible for
the marketing of commercial lines business
and market development for the New Orleans
office. Over the last 10 years, Charles
previously served as the Associate Vice
President of Global Special Risks, Inc. where
his duties included underwriting, marketing
and production. Charles will assume those
duties at BMB and help support and expand
our market presence

Corey Platt joins BMB LA as a Producer. He
is a current graduate of the University of
Mississippi School of Risk Management and
Insurance and now resides in New Orleans.
He comes to BMB LA from Marsh &
McLennan, Houston, TX. Corey will assist in
the production and retention of our expanding
commercial business.

And Richard Simmons, Shareholder with the firm since 2009, and
founding member of the New Orleans office, has been named
Director of Louisiana operations.
BOWEN, MICLETTE & BRITT INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC
For more than 30 years, BMB has brought our customers a commitment
to excellence, innovation, and service in the complex world of
commercial insurance products, surety bonds, life, health benefits,
capital management, and risk management. Our clients have come to
rely upon our knowledge, vision, accountability, and service.
Recognized as one of the largest independent insurance agencies in
America, BMB has large-agency capabilities, while maintaining small
agency service and values. Our clients span all industries including
Marine, Construction, Energy, Manufacturing, and General Industry, and
perform operations throughout the world.

www.bmbinc.com

Louisiana Small Business
Awards include 6 in New
Orleans
Six New Orleans-area companies are included in this year’s Louisiana Small
Business Awards announced by Louisiana Economic Development and the U.S.
Small Business Administration.
Three Brothers Farm Raw Sugar, Pontchartrain Partners LLC, Clean Creations,
Frankonia Fine Wines LLC, Perez, A Professional Corporation and Trigon
Associates LLC were honored May 4 at the Governor’s Mansion.
Angela O’Byrne of Perez, A Professional Corporation, was honored as the Small
Business Person of the Year.
The awards honor small businesses that have made significant contributions to
the state’s economy and recognize top performers in various categories.
O’Byrne, president of the New Orleans-based architecture firm, is asking lawmakers in Washington to raise the minimum wage to at least $12 by 2020. She said
the legislation would give the economy a much-needed boost.
“Our country’s minimum wage has been stagnant for too long,” she said in a news
release. “Miring full-time workers in poverty makes absolutely no sense from a business perspective. Paying fair wages boosts consumer demand and spending, which
drives job creation and forges stronger businesses and communities.”
—CityBusiness staff reports

Health centers receive
$6.7M to expand
Three health care centers in the New Orleans area are among eight in Louisiana
receiving a total of $6.7 million in federal funding to renovate, expand or build facilities.
Jefferson Community Health Care Centers in Avondale received $488,990; St.
Thomas Community Health Center in New Orleans received $1 million; and St.
Charles Community Health Center in Luling received $959,150.
The centers will use this funding to increase their patient capacity and to provide additional comprehensive primary and preventive health services to medically
underserved populations in Louisiana, according to a news release.
The health centers will be able to renovate or acquire new clinical space to help
provide care to an estimated 9,399 new patients in Louisiana, the news release said.
This investment builds on the $3.8 million awarded to health centers in Louisiana
for construction and/or renovation last September. The funding comes from the
Affordable Care Act’s Community Health Center Fund, which was extended in the
Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015.
—CityBusiness staff reports

Latter & Blum merges with
Baton Rouge firm
Latter & Blum Inc. is expanding its commercial operations in Louisiana through a
merger with the commercial division of Baton Rouge-based Donnie Jarreau Real Estate.
The new affiliate will operate as NAI/Latter & Blum – Donnie Jarreau moving
forward. Latter & Blum officials said the move is part of a growth strategy, and Baton
Rouge continues to be one of the company’s strongest regions of operations. Jarreau
began his career at Latter & Blum, according to a news release.
Terms of the deal were not disclosed. The merger adds 10 new agents to the company’s commercial operations in Baton Rouge, but they will not necessarily move to
Latter & Blum’s Airline Highway office. The agents will continue to work from their
current location at Donne Jarreau Real Estate with access to the Airline Highway
office, if they so choose, according to Latter & Blum officials.
Latter & Blum has been expanding its presence in Louisiana over the past few
years. It merged with Van Eaton & Romero Realtors in Lafayette in 2012, M.A.
Allen of Denham Springs in 2013, Houma-based Patterson Real Estate in 2014 and
with NAI Lake Charles and Thibodaux-based Century 21 Acadia Realty in 2015.
In November, it expanded its reach into Texas as it acquired Houston-based
Realty Associates.
—CityBusiness staff reports
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or the past seven years, CityBusiness has tracked the Fastest Growing Companies in the New Orleans
area based on information we obtain from our regular surveys of private companies.
The five standouts featured in the following pages reported the largest percentage increase in revenue over the past three years among local companies that posted between $20,000 and $100,000 in
gross income.
The ceiling and basement were established to focus on companies still on the rise, while eliminating
the dramatic jumps seen during the early seven-figure stages.
Business that want to be considered for the Fastest Growing Companies list should contact Market
Research Director Valerie Huntley at 293-9273 or valerie.huntley@nopg.com.
We encourage local businesses, new and old, to participate in our Top Private Companies list, which
provides the data for tabulating the Fastest Growing Companies. Businesses are expected to provide
accurate revenue, employment figures and a company history that includes identifying leadership.

The following companies showed the highest rates of employee growth over the past two years.

Growth

2015

2016

Two-year increase

LCMC Health

4,540

6,675

2,135

Ochsner Health System

15,520

16,771

1,251

HRI Properties

1,261

2,000

739

Pan-American
Life Insurance Group

1,420

1,650

230

Express Employment Services

350

511

161

The following companies grossed less than $20 million in 2015 but
showed revenue gains up from 2014. Dollar amounts in millions.

2014

2015

Velocity

$10

$15

Express Employment Services

$10.98

$13.48

AAC Enterprises LLC

$5.67

$6.54

Netchex

$13.8

$15.6

Mele Printing

$15.2

$16

Eagan Insurance Agency LLC

$15.1

$16.1

Marks Holding

$22

$18.5

FPB Financial Corp.

$12.94

$14.56

Metairie Bank & Trust Co.

$13.7

$15

Environmental Business
Specialists LLC

$12.24

$12.67

Pel Hughes

$5.2

$5.4

Source: CityBusiness staff research

Source: CityBusiness staff research

FRANCHER PERRIN
GROUP

Belle Alliance Plantation offered by The
Francher Perrin Group $2,750,000.
Meticulously restored. Sits on 10.5 beautifully
manicured acres. 1 hour from New Orleans.

L. Bryan Francher
Leslie A. Perrin
504.251.6400 • 504.722.5820
francherperrin.com

504.891.6400
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Up and Comers

Editor Natalie Chandler can be reached at 293-9255 or natalie.chandler@nopg.com.
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Digital adjustment expands
Velocity’s revenues
After evolving from a marketing
and production company into an
in-house advertising firm, Velocity
has extended its reach all across the
country and has made strongholds in
several categories.
Velocity has grown its revenue from
$4.5 million in 2013 to $15 million
in 2015, a 175 percent three-year
increase.
“Coming from the foundation of
Robert Berning and his production of
1975, we’ve been blessed to have a lot
of assets at our disposal,” said Kevin
Conway, vice president of Velocity.
Conway said moving into the digital space was an obvious progression. When Berning died and his
son, Robert Berning III, took over, he
recruited Conway out of Los Angeles.
Conway said he moved back to
New Orleans three years ago and
made a commitment to put the right
people in the right positions.
Conway attributes some of the revenue growth to Velocity’s ability to
being completely in-house and having
editors, a social media team, application developers and SEO experts.
“We really just put everything in
one place,” he said. “And we put stuff

in place in a timely manner and no
other agency in this region can do
that.”
Conway came with a legal and business background and Berning with
experience in motion production and
more than 20 years of experience as
member of the Berning production

team.
“The combination of the two of us
has been quite beneficial,” Conway
said. “We are committed to growth
and it’s a big theme around here.”
Conway said it’s imperative that
Velocity grows outside of the region
as well as inside it.

Velocity Agency

Looking forward, Conway said
Velocity is aggressively committed
to growth in the casino gaming area,
health care and legal sectors and with
companies that understand the necessity of being in the digital landscape.
—Quincy Hodges

Velocity plans to continue
expanding in the gaming,
health care and legal
sectors.

Headquarters: Metairie
Founded: 2011
Business: digital marketing agency
Employees: 29
Top executive: Robert H. Berning III,
owner/founder
Year
2013
2014
2015

Revenues
$4.5 million
$10 million
$15 million

Three-year growth:

175 percent

Source: CityBusiness staff research

P H O T O
C O U R T E S Y
V E L O C T Y
A G E N C Y
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Bottom Line Equipment
becomes regional player
P H O T O C O U R T E S Y
B O T T O M L I N E
E Q U I P M E N T

Bottom Line Equipment
Headquarters: St. Rose
Founded: 2005
Business: heavy construction equipment sales and rentals
Employees: 90
Top Executive: Kurt Degueyter, CEO/
owner/founder
Year
2013
2014
2015

Revenues
$39 million
$51 million
$71 million

Three-year growth:

82 percent

Source: CityBusiness staff research

Bottom Line Equipment LLC has experienced multimillion-dollar profits in recent years after expanding its
footprint across the South.
Founded in 2005, Bottom Line Equipment is an
independent equipment company engaged in the acquisition, rental and resale of heavy construction equipment
and specialty attachments.
The company, headquartered in St. Rose, also serves
customers at its facilities in Baton Rouge and Sulphur as
well as in Baytown, Texas.
Bottom Line Equipment, which employs 90 people,
has seen revenue continuously climb over the past three
years. In 2013, the company had $39 million in revenue,
$51 million 2014 and $71 million in 2015. That’s an 82
percent three-year growth.
“As we expanded our geographical footprint and
added service centers along the Gulf Coast, that has
created more opportunities for us,” said Kurt Degueyter,
CEO, owner and founder. “That has been a major factor in driving our growth. We have become more of a
regional player versus having a single location.”
The company started with humble beginnings and
has grown exponentially in the last decade. It was established out of Degueyter’s home in Lafayette a month
before Hurricane Katrina.
He then opened a headquarters in St. Rose in
response to the storm. The company moved into an
abandoned Shell gas station in October 2005 with three
employees. He said he invested in equipment that could
help clean up debris.

In 2008, the company began positioning itself
to add fleet for contractors rebuilding the hurricane protection system and pumping stations.
“We kept growing our fleet and number of employees,”
he said. “We were servicing all of the post-Katrina construction activity.”
In 2010, Bottom Line Equipment developed a fleet of
equipment that could service the pipeline.
“Those types of projects spread you out geographically,” he said.
In 2012, they opened a service center in Sulphur,
becoming an equipment provider to the industrial activity in southwest Louisiana.
“And that gave us a stepping stone into Texas,” he
said. “We started providing equipment on larger projects in East Texas from Houston all the way back to the
state line.”
In January 2013, the Texas service center opened in
Baytown. Last year, the service center in Baton Rouge
opened.
“This gave us more capabilities to satisfy the industrial activity along the Mississippi River between Baton
Rouge and New Orleans,” he said.
Looking forward, Degueyter said the company is
“not done growing.”
“We are constantly looking for new opportunities
and additional markets where we can add more service
centers,” he said. “We would like to expand even more.”
—Lance Traweek

Expanded services fuel growth for AOS
Founded in 1976, AOS Interior
Environments was initially a file-storing
design firm that provided customers with
more efficient ways of storing files and
records.
Fast forward 40 years and the business
has dramatically expanded its reach and
scope and is one of the fastest growing
companies in the New Orleans area in
terms of revenue.
President and CEO Shelby Russ said
much of his company’s growth over the
years has been an expansion into modular interior construction as well as still

providing commercial office furnishings
and automated storage systems. Modular
interior construction is the building out
of commercial spaces with pre-fabricated
interior components such as walls and
millwork that can be moved around and
repurposed.
“This whole practice of putting up
Sheetrock and ripping it out and throwing
it in the landfill then building new stuff
is something that can be avoided,” Russ
said. “It continues to grow at a pretty
rapid pace because of wider acceptance.”
Increased demand in the New Orleans

AOS Interior Environments

market from businesses taking advantage of historic tax credits creates another
opportunity for Russ’ company to build
out the interior and provide furnishings
for these repurposed buildings. AOS
Interior Environments also does some
work in the hospitality industry and was
involved in the renovation of Brennan’s
and the Palace Café downtown.
The company also has offices in
Baton Rouge, Shreveport and Jackson,
Mississippi, and has contracts with
regional clients such as Whitney and
Iberia banks.

AOS Interior Environments continues
to participate in educating contractors,
subcontractors, architects and business
owners about the advantages of modular
interior construction, and Russ feels that
there will be even more growth in this
sector of his company within the next five
years.
“When you’re coming in with a whole
new approach to how to build, you literally have to touch all parts of the industry so
everybody understands,” he said.
—Andrew Valenti

P H O T O B Y T R A C I E
M O R R I S S C H A E F E R

Headquarters: New Orleans
Founded: 1976
Business: office furnishings and architectural building systems
Employees: 75
Top Executive: Shelby E. Russ, president
and CEO
Year
Revenues
2013
$19 million
2014
$28.73 million
2015
$31.84 million
Three-year growth:

68 percent

Source: CityBusiness staff research

AOS Interior Environment is looking for more
growth in the modular interior business.
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Mix of clients,
markets key for
DonahueFavret
Contractors
DonahueFavret Contractors was
founded in 1979. John Donahue
started with the company in 1990
and worked his way up to his current position of president and CEO
in 2009.

“Having the ability
to be diverse within
a geographic region
and having the
ability to be diverse
in the markets we
choose to operate in
... has been crucial
to our success.”
—John Donahue, president and
CEO, DonahueFavret Contractors
The Mandeville-based firm now
has 50 full-time employees and revenues of $83 million in 2015.
“The way I have this company
structured right now, it needs to do
somewhere between $75 million to
$90 million a year to be as productive as it can be,” Donahue said. “We
have all that capability and we have
the resources to do that.”
DonahueFavret does most of its
work in the commercial construc-

tion industry and contracts with
clients in the retail, hospitality,
education, health care and historical restoration sectors. This diversity of projects has helped expand
the company’s portfolio over the
years.
The firm recently completed the
$10 million, 16,000-square-foot
Gayle and Tom Benson Science and
Technology Complex at Dominican
High School and the 28,700-squarefoot Most Holy Trinity Church in
Covington. Current projects the
company is working on include the
conversion of the old Baronne Inn
and Suites into a Fairfield Inn at
346 Baronne St. downtown that’s
pegged to reopen this year and a
Covington KIA dealership.
DonahueFavret doesn’t limit
itself to the metro area, as the
business is working on a hotel in
Natchitoches and recently completed an Academy Sports+Outdoors
store in Thibodaux. The firm has
completed projects out of state over
the years from Texas to Florida for
clients ranging from Target to Best
Buy.
“Having the ability to be diverse
within a geographic region and having the ability to be diverse in the
markets we choose to operate in like
the health care, hospitality and retail
has been crucial to our success,”
Donahue said.
—Andrew Valenti

DonahueFavret
Contractors, Inc.
Headquarters: Mandeville
Founded: 1979
Business: construction
Employees: 50
Top Executive: John Donahue
III, president and CEO
Year
2013
2014
2015

Revenues
$51 million
$60 million
$83 million

Three-year growth:
63 percent
Source: CityBusiness staff research

P H O T O C O U R T E S Y
D O N A H U E F A V R E T
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Nationwide renovation trend
helps HRI Properties expand
New Orleans-based real estate developer HRI Properties’ rapid growth over the
past three years can be attributed to the
resurgence of downtown renovations and
new markets the firm is entering.
“The work that we do of taking historic
buildings and repurposing them into hotels
and apartments is supported by the trend
of downtowns being renovated nationwide,” said Tom Leonhard, who took over
as president and CEO this year.
In 2013, the company reached $145
million in revenue, which rose to $171
million in 2014. Last year, HRI’s revenue
jumped to $220.5 million, according to
CityBusiness staff research.
Leonhard said the key reason for the
increase was an influx of up to $200 million
in capital from New York-based Almanac
Realty Investors to help fund future projects. Leonhard said the commitment in
2014 from Almanac gave HRI the capability to invest capital into their projects, which
is something it didn’t have before.
“That capital commitment gave us the
ability to expand significantly outside of
New Orleans,” he said.
HRI has since entered markets including Nashville, Philadelphia, Minneapolis,
Dallas and Salt Lake City.

“By deploying that capital, we were
able to acquire and develop new projects,”
he said. “That really drove the revenue
increase.”
The management team’s focus on a
diversified strategy from a local to national
footprint has contributed to the success,
he added.
Almanac committed an additional $50
million in growth capital to HRI Properties

this year.
Looking forward, Leonhard said New
Orleans and the Central Business District
will continue to be an important market
for the company as they expand on the
national level.
In New Orleans, projects completed by
HRI Properties include apartment conversions of the Hibernia bank tower in the
CBD and the former Blue Plate production
P H O T O B Y
A S H L E Y M E R L I N

HRI Properties

plant on Jefferson Davis Parkway. The
company has also played a part in the redevelopment of Iberville public housing into
an assortment of mixed-income units, and
it is building a Homewood Suites hotel at
the edge of the French Quarter.
HRI was founded in 1982 by Edward
Boettner and Pres Kabacoff.
—Lance Traweek

G O L D

Headquarters: New Orleans
Founded: 1982
Business: real estate development, property
management
Employees: 2,000
Top Executive: Tom Leonhard, president and CEO
Year
Revenues
2013
$145 million
2014
$171 million
2015
$220.5 million
Three-year growth:

46 percent

Source: CityBusiness staff research

HRI Properties recently completed a $100
million renovation of a building at Baronne
and Gravier Streets into an Aloft Hotel.

Arriving daily on your computer!

working for you

Daily Update

At tHE pAcE you cHoosE.
Since 1923 we have given our customers the best in service, knowledge and guidance tailored to their
particular needs and goals—which is why they continue to work with us year after year. We are a full
service accounting and consulting firm offering an impressive portfolio of services from tax planning
for businesses and individuals to litigation and forensic accounting. Our experts are eager to share our
accumulated knowledge and help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and
get started quickly with solutions for the long haul.

FREE
bourgeoisbennett.com
New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243

Register today
www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/dailyupdate.cfm
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I WANT THAT
End cable chaos
Are all of your cables in a heap around your desk?
The Magnetic Organization System puts an end
to cable jumble by keeping track of your laptop,
iPhone, printer and other cables. The MOS keeps
your cables right where you need them, whether
it’s a simple laptop power cable or a more complete
desktop setup including speakers, USB hard drives,
monitors, etc.

25

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

Helping you achieve your goals
has always been ours
Congratulations to Curtis D. Eustis
for being recognized on the Barron’s
Top 1,200 Financial Advisors list.

The MOS can also organize cables on the wall,
above your phone charger and countless other places. The MOS has micro-suction padding to secure on
your desk and includes a mounting circle if you want
to secure it on the wall.

The Little Eustis Group

— Valerie Huntley

Curtis D. Eustis
Senior Vice President – Wealth Management
Senior Financial Advisor
Portfolio Manager

— Our staff pick for the next gadget, gizmo or ‘must-have’
item for professionals

504.586.7787
Merrill Lynch
601 Poydras Street
Suite 2500
New Orleans, LA 70130
fa.ml.com/tle_group

Life’s better when we’re connected®

MOS MAGNETIC
ORGANIZATION SYSTEM
What is it: a cable organizer
How much: $14.93
Where to find it: amazon.com

Source: Barron’s magazine, March 7, 2016, America’s Top 1,200 Financial Advisors list. Advisors considered for the
“America’s Top 1,200 Financial Advisors” ranking have a minimum of seven years financial services experience
and have been employed at their current firm for at least one year. Quantitative and qualitative measures used to
determine the advisor rankings include: client assets, return on assets, client satisfaction/retention, compliance
records and community involvement, among others. Barron’s does not receive compensation from advisors,
participating firms and their affiliates, or the media in exchange for rankings. Barron’s is a trademark of Dow Jones
& Company, Inc. All rights reserved.
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner &
Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.
Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed

May Lose Value

© 2016 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | AR37CQNC | AD-05-16-0066 | 471003PM-1215 | 05/2016
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Jesuit High School
continues renovation efforts
Over the past decade, Jesuit High School has
embarked on a path to modernize its facilities,
beginning with physics labs on the third floor
and commons area on the ground floor, which is
used for hosting events and gathering place for
students.
That trend will continue this summer when the
school upgrades seven classrooms on the fourth
floor facing Carrollton Avenue. Father Anthony
McGinn, president of Jesuit, said the rooms will

receive new carpeting and ceilings and electronic
and computer equipment. The cost is $903,000,
according to a recent Orleans Parish permit
report. The contractor for the project is Ryan
Gootee General Contractors.
McGinn added that the school plans to launch
a financial campaign in the coming months to
continue modernizing the campus at Carrollton
and Banks Street. He said it would help renovate
the administration wing of the building and the

school’s gymnasium that faces Banks Street.
Other renovations over the years have improved
classrooms on other floors, the Holy Name of Jesus
Chapel, the Roussel Building athletic complex and
the school’s chemistry labs on the fourth floor.
Ryan Gootee General Contractors also built
John Ryan Stadium in 2011 where the school’s
baseball and soccer teams play their home games.
—Andrew Valenti

Workforce training campus off list of stalled projects
C o n s t r u c t i o n o n N o r t h S h o re Te c h n i c a l
Community College’s new workforce training campus can move forward after Gov. John Bel Edwards
pulled it from a list of community college campuses stalled due to the state’s budget crunch.
Edwards announced April 28 that the campus in
Lacombe, along with Louisiana Delta Community
College’s Winnsboro campus, have “met certain criteria, including their stages in the process
and assurance from (Louisiana Community and
Technical Colleges System) that no additional
funds will be needed for construction or operation
of these facilities.”
The North Shore campus had anticipated opening in the fall, but that date has been pushed to

next spring because of recent flooding in the area.
Delgado Community College’s River City campus in Avondale is still on the list of projects
stalled for an unknown period of time. So is the
Alexandria campus of Central Louisiana Technical
Community College and the Smiley Heights campus of Baton Rouge Community College.
Edwards said the planning and design process
can be completed at the campuses but construction
cannot move forward until the state’s budget situation improves.
“While I wish the state were in a position to
move forward on all of our projects, the current
budget crisis is limiting our ability to make these
investments,” Edwards said in a statement. “I am

confident we will continue to do the necessary
work to stabilize our budget and we will have the
ability to move forward on other projects in the
future.”
Delgado had hoped to open its River City campus next spring. The 85,000-square-foot campus
would serve about 3,000 students and also include
the Advanced Manufacturing Center of Excellence,
which would train students in the maritime, engineering and automotive technology industries.
Stanton F. McNeely III, vice chancellor for institutional advancement at Delgado, said the school
continues working on the planning process for the
campus.
—CityBusiness staff reports
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Bid Trax
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The apparent low bidders on New
Orleans-area projects based on bid
openings announced over the last
month, according to research from
The Daily Journal of Commerce, a
sister publication of New Orleans
CityBusiness.
Project: Criminal District Courts Phase ll
-two new courtrooms, New Orleans
Owner: City of New Orleans Purchasing
Firm: Battco Construction and
Maintenance, Inc., Metairie
Bid amount: $6,820,000
Opened: April 22
Project: Improvements to Violet Sanitary
Sewer System
Owner: St. Bernard Parish Government
Department of Public Works
Firm: Hard Rock Construction Co., Metairie
Bid amount: $4,490,750
Opened: May 3
Project: Sophie B. Wright School Cornice
Replacement, New Orleans
Owner: Louisiana Department of Education
Firm: Battco Construction and Maintenance,
Inc., Metairie
Bid amount: $502,000
Opened: April 27
Project: 2016 District 2 Road Improvements,
St. Tammany Parish
Owner: St. Tammany Parish Department of
Finance
Firm: Barriere Construction Co., Metairie
Bid amount: $364,890
Opened: April 20
Project: St. Tammany Parish 2016 District 4
Road Improvements, St. Tammany Parish
Owner: St. Tammany Parish Department of
Finance
Firm: Barriere Construction Co., Metairie
Bid amount: $252,766
Opened: April 26
Project: 2016 District 8 Road Improvements,
St. Tammany Parish
Owner: St. Tammany Parish Department of
Finance
Firm: Leon Lowe & Sons, Inc., Pearl River, La.
Bid amount: $172,550
Opened: April 26
Project: Roof Replacement and exterior
building repairs for Kenner Housing
Authority
Owner: Kenner Housing Authority
Firm: Small Construction Group, LLC, New
Orleans
Bid amount: $109,000
Opened: April 28
Project: Facility services’ buildings on
Coffee Drive -roof improvements (facility
maintenance and fender team buildings),
New Orleans
Owner: Port of New Orleans
Firm: Ray Bros., Inc., New Orleans
Bid amount: $97,227
Opened: May 3
Project: District 2 moisture room renovation,
Bridge City
Owner: Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development
Firm: XCEL Air Conditioning Services, Inc.,
Mandeville
Bid amount: $49,392
Opened: April 28
— Compiled by Becky Naquin,
assistant data editor

Central City church to rebuild
community outreach center
It’s been over a decade since Hurricane Katrina’s floodwaters swamped the Four Freedoms Education Building in
Central City.
After years of battling the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to pay for the rebuilding of the complex, construction
began at the site in early April.
Union Bethel AME Church operates the center at 2321
Thalia St. and used the complex for its community outreach
programs prior to Katrina and the building’s subsequent
demolition in 2009. The entire $3.1 million cost of the project is being funded through a FEMA grant, which awarded
the church the money in April 2014.
The interior of the building will be two floors and will consist of 10,800 square feet of space. The first floor will be a child
day care center, and the second floor will be adult education
programs for the community. These programs and services will
include social services, classrooms, a library and offices.
The architect for the project is Koch and Wilson

Architects, and the contractor is Stallings Construction. The
construction of the building is expected to be finished in the
middle of 2017.
Union Bethel AME Church and the old Four Freedoms
Building were placed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 2007 for their roles in hosting important African
American events in segregated New Orleans as well as holding large meetings during the civil rights movement. Architect
Calvin Rice of Koch and Wilson said the firm had to conform
with the architectural integrity of the church when designing
the new Four Freedoms Building.
The foundation for the present church was laid in 1910.
The congregation worshipped in this one-story building
until the upper story church was completed in 1921. Union
Bethel AME Church purchased the lot on Thalia Street
adjacent to the church building in 1944 and erected the Four
Freedoms Building the following year.
—Andrew Valenti

Port Marigny advances to
Mandeville City Council
After 10 months and more than a dozen public meetings,
Port Marigny, a 78-acre lakefront development in Mandeville,
gained a key victory May 4 as the city’s Planning and Zoning
Commission approved plans for land usage.
The resolution was approved unanimously for the residential-commercial development. It now goes before the
Mandeville City Council for consideration. The council will
need to conduct its own public hearings before voting.
The council was expected to set dates for the public meetings
on Thursday.
Mayor Donald Villere has said he hopes the current council
will consider the project before three new members are inducted in July. There is no consensus yet among current and future
council members on the controversial development.
Drs. Michael and Marc Pittman, brothers who own the prop-

erty that once housed Pre-Stressed Concrete Products plant,
are hoping to redevelop the vacant land on Lake Pontchartrain
into a community with a marina, shops, restaurants, a hotel and
single and multi-family residences.
The two physicians have enlisted Lafayette-based Architects
Southwest, Inc. to create a vision for the development. The firm
specializes in development of similar master planned communities.
It has more than 50 projects across the Gulf Coast and in Texas. It
designed the Village of River Ranch in Lafayette, a similar walkable
neighborhood with diverse housing and retail offerings.
The site will be regulated and cost about $180 million to
develop. After traffic studies were commissioned, modifications
related to traffic concerns were implemented into the new plan.
—Lance Traweek

28

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

CITY BITS

New Orleans
nonprofits get
project support
A t e a m o f J P M o r g a n C h a s e & C o .’ s
employees from around the world will travel
to New Orleans to help the city’s nonprofit
community.
The trip is meant to help certain nonprofit
organizations increase capacity and create
economic opportunity.
The announcement was made Monday at a
news conference at New Orleans City Hall.
The New Orleans Service Corps will devote
three weeks in May on the ground helping four
New Orleans nonprofits increase their impact
in supporting disadvantaged youth, nurturing
entrepreneurship and generating economic
development opportunities.
Employees will be supporting projects
at EMPLOY, New Orleans BioInnovation
Center, New Orleans Business Alliance and
Liberty’s Kitchen.
The New Orleans Service Corps is made up
of 16 JPMorgan Chase employees from Hong
Kong, London, California, Delaware, New York,
New Jersey and Ohio.
—Lance Traweek

Coast Guard
cutter contract
goes to Bollinger
Bollinger Shipyards will build 26 Sentinalclass f ast-response cutters for the U.S.
Coast Guard, the Lockport-based company
announced.
The newest generation of patrol boats will
replace ones that Bollinger built more than 30
years ago, a news release said.
Under the program’s first phase, the Coast
Guard contracted with Bollinger to build 32
cutters.
A company spokesman did not return a
request for further details.
—CityBusiness staff reports
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The energy sector's rosy outlook a few years
ago prompted developers to build more hotels,
but those in oil dependent areas like south
Louisiana are seeing demand drop.

Hotels in oil and gas regions
continue to struggle
Hotels in areas that rely on the
oil and gas industry continue to
see less demand as a result of low
oil prices, according to a report by
industry analyst STR.
But hotel supply in these regions
continues to grow at a strong pace,
the report said.
Twenty submarkets identified
as being primarily driven by the
oil and gas industry account for
the vast majority of hotel rooms
and accommodated demand.
They include New Orleans East,
Slidell, south Louisiana and north
Louisiana as well as areas in North
Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Texas, Ohio, Pennsylvania
and West Virginia.
“Driven by the country’s effort to
become less dependent on foreign
oil, the energy sector had a rosy
long-term outlook between 2009
and late 2014, and consequently,
developers flocked to many of these
areas to build in these small, roomstarved regions,” said Steve Hennis,
STR’s vice president of consult-

ing and analytics. “However, now
there is a glut in the world’s oil supply, and that is having a noticeable
impact in the U.S where oil is more
costly to produce.”
The submarkets reported a 4.4
percent drop in demand in 2015,
while supply rose 4.1 percent. The
submarkets experienced an 8.8 percent decline in demand and a 3.7
percent rise in supply in the first
quarter of this year.
Revenue per available room in
the major oil and gas markets began
to decline in early 2015 and worsened by midyear. RevPAR for these
submarkets is down 14.2 percent
over the trailing 12-month period
and down 18.4 percent through
the first quarter of 2016, according to STR. Those RevPAR losses
have essentially erased most of the
robust gains made during the economic recovery, a news release said.
“The foreseeable future for the
hotels in these markets is bleak barring a miraculous turnaround for
the energy sector, which is largely

dependent on global factors beyond
the control of the U.S.,” Hennis
said. “That being said, oil prices
change course quickly at times. Just
as prices plunged quickly over the
course of just a few months, they
can skyrocket just as unexpectedly.
“However, hope is not a very
comforting strategy for hotel
investors in these tertiary markets
where the ability to induce other
forms of room night demand is
negligible.”
An average of 7,500 new rooms
have opened in the major oil and
gas submarkets each year since
the end of 2010. Through the
first quarter of 2016, 1,376 rooms
entered the market, while another
6,639 rooms are in construction
and scheduled to open by the end
of the year. Additionally, 2,466
rooms are currently in construction for scheduled openings in
2017, and more than 7,000 rooms
are in the final planning stage.
—CityBusiness staff reports

Gallagher Records
Management
Document Management
and Storage
Information Solutions

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1893
Unparalleled Customer Service; No Call Centers
Temperature & Humidity Controlled Storage
Scan & Imaging Service; Scan on Demand
Certified Destruction Services
Full Service Information Management & Storage
On-line Customer Access
No Hidden Fees
504.940.1304 • 5301 Jefferson Highway
New Orleans, LA
www.gallagherrecords.com
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Former Sts. Peter
and Paul church
complex to become
boutique hotel

R

enovations are set to begin in June at the site that was the seat of the Saints
Peter and Paul Parish from 1848 until the church closed in 2002.
The rectory’s various buildings were featured in an episode of “American
Horror Story: Freak Show” in 2015, NCIS New Orleans and various motion pictures.
Renovation of the school building includes the introduction of 59 guest rooms– 16
of which are to occur in the previously uninhabited attic space, made possible by the

Project description: A renovation of the former Saints
Peter and Paul Catholic
Church and school complex,
including four historic buildings (school, rectory, church
and convent) in the Marigny
neighborhood, into a boutique hotel and event space.
Address: 2317 Burgundy St.
Architect: studioWTA
Interior design: ASH NYC
Project manager: Tracie Ashe
Contractor: Palmisano
Contractors
Space: 49,822 square feet
Renovation cost: $11.8
million
Start date: June
Completion date: June 2017
introduction of skylights as approved by the National Park
Service–as well as new stairs and an elevator, and support
spaces. A grand stair hall along Burgundy Street will be
restored, and all existing historic wood windows will be
repaired and restored.
In order to keep the church building as a singular
open space (rather than subdivide it into guest rooms),
the design team worked to increase the number of guest
rooms in the school building by using the attic space.
A major challenge was that the attic had no source of
natural light or views. StudioWTA, historic consultants
including Clio Associates and Rick Fifield and the project
owner received approval from the National Park Service
to introduce a “flush” skylight in the roof of the historic
building, which the State Historic Preservation Office has
suggested may become a case study for later projects.
The renovation will also include parking, fencing, utilities such as a transformer, generator and chill water unit
and landscaping to create a lush atmosphere.
—Valerie Huntley

EAT on Frenchmen St

food

in the Faubourg Marigny Music District

Saturday
and
sunday
brunch

514 FRENCHMEN ST
504-944-8461

GREAT
NEW
MENU

FEED YOUR BODY FEED YOUR SOUL

BAMBOULA’S

MENU & MUSIC SCHEDULE

WWW.BAMBOULASNOLA.COM

LAISSEZ les bons temps ROULER

ugie’s
A
R E S TA U R A N T & E V E N T S
(Formerly Augie’s Glass Garden)

NOW OPEN
6005 Jefferson Hwy Ste G, Harahan, LA
Open for Lunch: Monday - Friday
11:00-2:30 pm
Dinner: Monday - Friday 4:30-9:00 pm
(Dinner Specials 4:30 – 8:30 pm)

Private Events 7 days a week
Beautiful setting for Weddings
Call 504-733-3000 for Reservations

Open Father’s Day
11:00 am - 3:30 pm

presents

In Branch

Online

Mobile

Banking designed with you in mind.
Federally insured by NCUA.

XploreFCU.com

Established Dry Cleaning business and building for
sale. Owned and operated by the same family for
50+ years with a good reputation. Located on a
busy corner of a main thoroughfare in Slidell, LA.
Great opportunity to take over a thriving business
and the building that houses it.
For more information, please call

985-789-3409 or 504-858-0142
or email tambalina@cox.net

“Laissez les bon
Temps Rouler”
CENTER SPREAD
FOUR COLOR SECTION
Frequency and consistency are key elements
for a successful advertising plan. Now you can
place your message in front of New Orleans
business leaders that dine, shop and enjoy our
community all year long.

Space is limited – join us now!

Call 504-834-9292

LAISSEZ les bons temps ROULER
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NEW ORLEANS

FIREMEN’S
FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION

Experience the
Credit Union Difference!

• Savings
• Checking
• Loans
• Investments

noffcu.org • 800.647.1689
Federally Insured by NCUA

Sleek, effiCieNt, MOderN…
Newly Constructed Class A Office Space

JANITORIAL SERVICE

Tired of your current janitorial service?
Need a reliable cleaning company
to make your building sparkle?

504-606-0621
Call Us Today

• We’re Locally-Owned • We’ve been in business 15 years
• We’ve cleaned over 20 million sq. ft. last year
Janitorial - Floor Stripping - Floor Waxing

Passionate about Perfection…
Committed to Excellence!
504.469.7373
www.messinascatering.com l www.messinasterminal.com

MOVING, RENEWING OR LEASING OFFICE SPACE?

Confidential Tenant Representation

Off-Site Events

Maria Isabel Room

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS
Extensive Research & Detailed Reports

145 James drive east,
St. rose, louisiana
EXPERTISE
New Leases, Renewals,
Relocations and Expansions
in prestigious James
Business Park
NO COST TO CLIENT
Pays Broker Fees
third floor for leaseLandlord
- Available
July 2016
CLIENTELE
International,
National,
Regional
&
Local
15,000 to 28,000 Square feet
MARTIN
O. MILLER III, CCIM
$23/SQ.ft. (full
service)

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN

Tenant Representative Specialist
CALL 504-838-0001 . momiller@ccim.net

re/MAX Commercial Brokers, inc.
3331 Severn Avenue, Suite 200 • Metairie, LA 70002
www.nolacommercial.com • 504-838-0001
RE/MAX COMMERCIAL BROKERS, INC.
Charles M. Mullin
Richard
E. Juge,
CCIM,
SIOR
. Metairie
3331 Severn
Avenue,
Suite 200
cmullin@nolacommercial.com
rjuge@nolacommercial.com
www.nolacommercial.com
Licensed
in Louisiana and
Mississippi.
Office Independently Owned and Operated.
Licensed in Louisiana and Mississippi. Each Office
Independently
Owned
andEach
Operated.

BUILDING LANDMARK SIGNS
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M

etairie comic book shop owner Jason Grazulis has been chosen as one of six national nominating judges for the William
Eisner Comic Industry Awards, sometimes referred to as the
comic book Oscars. The awards will be presented July 22 at the Hilton
San Diego Bayfront Hotel.
Grazulis, who acquired BSI Comics – the oldest comic book store
in the New Orleans metro area – after Hurricane Katrina, will be judging the best international comic book category.
Each of the judges picks a category or two and will read as much
as they can in that particular category, and then narrows down what
they believe is the best work of the year. Grazulis’ main category is
international, which is material that is being printed in the English language for the first time.
Over the past several years, Grazulis has hosted many events at
his shop on Severn Avenue, including Free Comic Book Day, 24-Hour
Comics Day, Nerd Nite NOLA, advanced screenings, concerts,
monthly graphic novel discussion groups and a monthly workshop for
children and their families.
—Quincy Hodges

Over the past several years, how has the
comic book industry changed?
Digital hasn’t cannibalized the print side of the industry. If
anything, digital has been an entry for people who didn’t have
a comic shop near them or just wanted to try something out
digitally and then they’ll come in looking for the physical copy.
This is a very collectable business, and so you get things like
The Walking Dead, which came out 12 or 13 years ago, and the
first issue of that is worth $1,200. The digital version is worth
absolutely zero. There’s a bit of collectability behind it. Not
everything is going to be The Walking Dead, but there’s always
that chance that what you buy could be worth a lot more than
what you paid for it.

With the closing of some newsstands and
book stores in the New Orleans area, are you
concerned that brick-and-mortar comic book
stores might face the same fate?
Not really, we kind of bucked the trend on that. It’s kind of
a different audience altogether. Magazines were always a
disposable type of item, so I can see where it was a lot easier
to get that digitally. But there’s a certain collectability that are
around comic books in general, and that’s kind of what keeps us
around. Kind of like the resurgence in vinyl records.

What does it take to be successful in the
comic book industry?

Jason
Grazulis

There are a few comic books around, but we try to be more of
a community place where people want to come to hang out.
We host all types of events. We have two discussion groups for
graphic novels that meet every month. We have a kid-family
event we have on the second Saturday of every month, where it’s
more of hands-on workshop where we teach kids either how to
draw or how to make things.
PHO TO

CO UR TESY

JASO N

GR AZU LIS

Where Home Begins
Whether you’re searching for your first home, or moving to your next,
the Coldwell Banker brand makes the process a memorable one.
Experience the difference.

BarBara Bedestani
504.606.5445

ellen Berry
504.220.0486

Bonnie Buras
504.392.0022

darnell Carter
985.966.9669

Jenelle Chatman
985.515.5040

Jeanne Comeaux
985.231.8987

miChael
C
espersen
504.812.1283

Janet Favrot
504.615.0813

eliJah FeiBelman
504.231.6534

emily B. hoskin
504.392.0022

irene lutkewitte
504.669.4672

rose mayer
985.264.7099

william mCintyre
504.621.8560

a. newComer
miChael a
504.321.1654

eloise patterson
504.237.8929

sandee seelig
504.621.3145

JenniFer smith
504.329.1772

lee penneBaker
504.669.1234

Christen tanner
504.400.2624

oFFiCe addresses oF piCtured agents
4500 Magazine St., Ste. 2, New Orleans, LA – 504.899.4040
9526 Hwy 23, Belle Chasse, LA – 504.392.0022
4051 Veterans Blvd, Metairie, LA – 504.456.3522
103 Beau Chene Blvd., Mandeville, LA – 985.845.2001
70380 Hwy 21, Ste. 8, Covington, LA – 985.892.1443
Each office independently owned & operated.
Licensed in Louisiana

ginger wiggins
For a Career in real estate Call ginger – 504.810.5236

lisa pharis
504.343.1989

Cindi raymond
985.966.1844

phoeBe whealdon
985.778.8283

TEC, REALTORS®
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New to Nola?

Let the good times roll

Visitors spent 3.5 percent more in 2015 than the previous year. But
the study indicates that the majority of people traveling to the city
were repeat visitors.

New Orleans saw 2.7 percent more visitors in 2015 than in
2014. Nearly 77 percent were on vacation, according to a
recent study by the University of New Orleans.

$7.05 billion
Visitor spending in New Orleans in 2015

13.1 percent

9.78 million

Conventions, trade shows or corporate meetings

Visitors to New Orleans in 2015

$1,011

10.2 percent

Average amount spent per hotel guest, per trip

General business

4.2

1.5 percent

Average number of nights spent in hotel

Cruise passengers

37.1 percent
People who said they were first-time visitors

Who’s visiting?
Visitors from Louisiana (outside the
metro area) and Texas tied as the top
feeder market in 2015, at 12.7 percent
each.

3.7 percent
Lodging spending increase

5.4 percent
Entertainment spending increase

2.7 percent
Shopping spending increase

3.3 percent

California		6.5 percent
Florida 		
6.2 percent
Mississippi		 5.1 percent

Restaurant spending increase

3.1 percent
Bars and nightclub spending increase

How do they
get here?

$238
Visitor spending per day for those who stayed overnight in a hotel

$188

Personal vehicle		
47.8 percent
Airplane		
46.2 percent

Visitor spending per day for those who made a day trip
Source: University of New Orleans Hospitality Research Center

Covington Village Walk  5100 Village Walk  North Shore

Covington Village Walk is a mixed-use development located in the heart of downtown Covington at the
foot of Lee Lane, featuring Class A office space as well as retail locations. The property also offers two
ground site pads allowing a Tenant the option of a Land Lease for office/retail use or build to suit. We are
also preleasing 60,000 rsf of Class A office space. Amenities of the property are: ample free parking,
on-site management, convenient access to Courthouse, on-site Resource Bank, Megumi II Restaurant,
Anytime Fitness, Indigo Studio and Primal Kinesis Louisiana Performing Arts Academy, Abita Roasting Co.
dine in or drive-through coffee shop.
Leasing agent: David Dominguez



Remax



985-630-2950

HOUMAS HOUSE
Plantation and Gardens
Houmas House Plantation and Gardens makes memories of legendary proportions. Tour the original
plantation house built in the 1770s, stroll through 36 acres of breathtaking gardens, discover unique items

luxurious rooms for overnight stays. Plan your visit to the “Crown Jewel of Louisiana’s River Road” today!

Houmas House Plantation and Gardens
40136 Hwy 942 • Darrow, LA 70725 • 225-473-9380 • www.HoumasHouse.com
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Baton Rouge health benefits companies top April M&A activity
Two Baton Rouge-based companies, Starmount Life
Insurance Company and AlwaysCare Benefits, agreed
to sell to Unum Group, a publicly-traded provider of
disability, life and supplemental health products, in
April.
Unum will acquire Starmount/AlwaysCare’s parent
company, H&J Capital, for a purchase price of $127
million, plus net assets of H&J.
Founded in 1983 by Hans Sternberg, Starmount and
AlwaysCare provide dental, vision, life and accident
products. Primarily concentrated in the Southeast, the
companies cover more than 940,000 customers nationally and have annualized premiums in excess of $180
million.
Just over a year ago, Sternberg officially passed the
torch to his children, Erich, who serves as CEO, and
Deborah, who is president. Both were planning to lead
the companies into the next phase of growth.
Deborah Sternberg told the Baton Rouge Business
Report that they could have grown the companies
through acquisitions of smaller insurance companies,
but that would have taken years. The Sternberg family
expects Unum to transform Starwood/AlwaysCare from
a strong regional player to a market-leading national
one.
Tennessee-based Unum will retain Starmount/

April M&A

AlwaysCare’s offices in Baton Rouge, which will
become the hub for Unum’s dental and vision benefits
division. Unum will maintain the current management
and expects eventually to add workers to Starmount/
AlwaysCare’s 200 employees as it expands product
lines.
Unum ranks 279th on the Fortune 500 list. In 2015,
it reported $10.7 billion in revenues and provided $6.8
billion in benefits.
In the energy sector, Bernhard Capital continues to
gobble up companies to build out its energy services
platform. In November, Bernhard acquired Lafayettebased ATC Group Services, which last month added
on two Austin, Texas-based environmental firms. ATC
is a full-service environmental consulting and industrial
hygiene firm.
ATC announced April 11 it had acquired Sage
Environmental Consulting, an 18-year old company
focused on regulatory compliance, permitting and
remediation assistance. Sage also provides programs for
air quality, water quality, hazardous and solid waste, hazardous materials and petroleum storage activities.
Two days later, ATC announced the acquisition of
Dexter Field Services. Dexter provides leak detection
and repair, monitoring and other specialized technical
environmental services to a wide range of industrial

companies.With these two acquisitions, ATC will grow
to approximately 1,700 employees across nearly 100
offices in the U.S.
In the sign and graphics industry, Vivid Ink Graphics
announced its second deal in 16 months with its acquisition of Baton Rouge-based First Graphix. Both companies produce large format graphics as well as full-service printing.
The combined company will have projected revenues in excess of $13 million. Stephen St. Cyr will
remain the majority owner of the combined company, with co-founder of Vivid Ink Colin Keller and
First Graphix owners Chris Weilenman and Margaret
Thompson-Crifasi remaining shareholders.
Vivid Ink announced in January 2015 it had acquired
Denham Springs-based Acadian Signs, expanding
Vivid’s operations into the outdoor flag and way-finding
signage markets. Baton Rouge-based Vivid Ink also has
a production facility in New Orleans’ Central Business
District.
G.F. Gay Le Breton is managing director for Chaffe
& Associates Inc., responsible for merger and acquisition
activities. Matt Meeks is financial analyst for the firm.
Investment banking services are provided by Chaffe
Securities Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. For more information, please visit http://chaffe-associates.com.

Louisiana merger and acquisition activity in April 2016

CLOSED

Date

Target

Buyers/Investors

Sellers

% Interest Price (In US
Acquired Millions) Target Location

04/04/2016

Two Home Health Agencies and One
Hospice Agency

LHC Group (Nasdaq:LHCG)

Northern Arizona Healthcare

ND

ND

Flagstaff and
Cottonwood, AZ

04/05/2016

Altus Global Trade Solutions, Inc.

Senior Management; NewSpring Capital; Evergreen
Industries, LLC and Spring Capital Partners, LP

Natixis (ENXTPA:KN)

100%

ND

Kenner, La

04/10/2016

News Leader, Inc., d/b/a Southwest Daily
News; Vinton News and Southwest Review

Shearman Corporation d/b/a The Lake Charles
American Press

New Media Investment Group,
Inc. (NYSE:NEWM)

100%

ND

Sulphur and Vinton,
LA

04/11/2016

Sage Environmental Consulting, LP

ATC Group Services, LLC, a portfolio company of
Bernhard Capital Partners Management, LP

ND

100%

ND

Austin, TX

04/13/2016

Dexter Field Services LP

ATC Group Services, LLC, a portfolio company of
Bernhard Capital Partners Management, LP

ND

100%

ND

Austin, TX

04/20/2016

Woodford Shale Assets

GR Woodford Properties, LLC

PetroQuest Energy, LLC a
subsidiary of PetroQuest Energy,
Inc. (NYSE:PQ)

100%

18.0

Oklahoma

04/21/2016

Donnie Jarreau Real Estate, Inc.

NAI/Latter & Blum, Inc.

Donnie Jarreau

100%

ND

Baton Rouge, LA

04/25/2016

ECA Medical Instruments, Inc.

LongueVue Capital, LLC

American Capital, Ltd.
(NasdaqGS:ACAS)

100%

ND

Thousand Oaks, CA

Date

Target

Buyers/Investors

Sellers

04/04/2016

First Graphix, LLC

Vivid Ink Graphics, Inc.

Chris Weilenman and Margaret
Thompson-Crifasi

100%

ND

Baton Rouge, LA

04/04/2016

H&J Capital, LLC, parent company of
Starmount Life Insurance Company and
AlwaysCare Benefits

Unum Group (NYSE:UNM)

The Sternberg Family

100%

127.0

Baton Rouge, LA

04/04/2016

12 Long-Term Acute Care Hospitals
including facilities in Louisiana

Curahealth, LLC, a portfolio company of Nautic
Partners, LLC

Kindred Healthcare, Inc.
(NYSE:KND)

100%

27.5

Louisiana, Arizona,
Massachusetts,
Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania and
Tennessee

04/07/2016

Tri-Parish Bancshares, Ltd.

Louisiana Community Bancorp, Inc.

ND

100%

ND

Eunice, LA

04/08/2016

Hunt Telecommunications, LLC

Nexus Systems, Inc.

ND

100%

ND

Metairie, LA

04/11/2016

Working Interest in the Dixie/Dzurich
Production

West Texas Resources, Inc. (OTCQX:WTXR)

MORANSCO Energy
Corporation

100%

ND

Louisiana

04/13/2016

500,000 Acres of Subsurface Interests

Land Venture Partners, LLC

Indigo Group, Inc., a subsidiary of
Consolidated-Tomoka Land Co.
(AMEX:CTO)

100%

24.0

Florida

ANNOUNCED

Source: Capital IQ, corporate and other records, staff research; ND - Not Disclosed; Price - Enterprise Value, where available
Includes Announced or Closed transactions involving a Louisiana Target, Buyer or Seller

% Interest Price (In US
Acquired Millions) Target Location

NEWORLEANSCITYBUSINESS.COM

39

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

COMMISSION ACCOMPLISHED
The highest and lowest priced homes sold in the New Orleans
area from April 22-27

HIGHEST
ANDREW VALENTI
ANDREW.VALENTI@NOPG.COM

The more than 100-year-old home at
1400 8th St. in the heart of the Garden
District occupies what was once an old
corner store. The 3,500-square-foot
house has three bedrooms, three full
bathrooms and one half bath and sits
on a double lot with a large yard and a
pool. There’s also a 1,500-square-foot
apartment above the main house with
two bedrooms, two full bathrooms and
one half bathroom, providing the owners with rental income.
Jennifer Fowler of Keller Williams,

the listing agent for the property, said
the house was gutted down to the studs
and completely renovated and updated
by the former owners, but she added the
home still has that historical feeling to it.
Fowler said the house was on the
open market for only a week, and there
was just one solid offer for the property.
Closing thought: Fowler has been in
the real estate business since 2012 and
said the Uptown and Garden District
market is still very active.
“It’s a high-demand location,” she
said. “There’s not a lot of inventory, so
when these special houses come on the
market, they go quick.”
Address: 38379 Aunt
Massey Rd., Pearl River
Sales price: $17,000
Asking price: $21,900

Address: 1400 8th St.,
New Orleans
Sales price: $1.58
million
Asking price: $1.65
million

Listing agent: Jennifer
Fowler, Keller Williams
Selling agent: Not
listed

Listing agent: Deshon
Smallwood, Real Property
Selling agent: Deshon
Smallwood, Real Property

LOWEST
This 1,300-square-foot home at 38379
Aunt Massey Rd. sits on a 1.31-acre piece
of land in Pearl River and offers three
bedrooms and one bathroom. Deshon
Smallwood of Real Property, the listing
and selling agent for the property, said the
house was on the market for two months
and there were multiple offers for the
home.
Smallwood said she doesn’t know what

the purchaser will ultimately do with the
property, but anticipates them either renovating the home or tearing it down and
building a new house. Smallwood said the
low price is more than likely what attracted the buyer to the property.
Closing thought: Smallwood has been
in the real estate business for 15 years and
said this sale was one of her first in Pearl
River. She’s had extensive experience selling property on the North Shore.
“The North Shore market is up and
coming in my opinion,” she said. “It’s still
a buyer’s market for the most part.”

OTHER HIGH PRICED SALES IN THE PAST WEEK

141 Arlington Drive

1213 4th St.

203 Magnolia Drive

6565 Argonne Blvd.

628 Nashville Ave.

Sales price: $950,000
Asking price: $1.3 million
Listing agent: ReRe Avegno
Selling agent: Marcy Miller

Sales price: $975,000
Asking price: $949,000
Listing agent: Chris Smith
Selling agent: Margaret
Maxwell

Sales price: $965,000
Asking price: $995,000
Listing agent: Toni
Thompson
Selling agent: June Logan

Sales price: $950,000
Asking price: $925,000
Listing agent: Joan Farabaugh
Selling agent: Anne
Comarda

Sales price: $739,000
Asking price: $739,000
Listing agent: Sheri
Thompson
Selling agent: Cindy Greer

Metairie

New Orleans

Metairie

New Orleans

Information provided by Georgia Saucier, Manager/Realtor, Dorian Bennett Sotheby’s International Realty

New Orleans
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DINING OUT

Service, surroundings the keys for Kenton’s

P H O T O

C O U R T E S Y

K E N T O N ' S

LOCATION

Uptown: 5757 Magazine St. • 891-1177 • kentonsrestaurant.com
Lunch and dinner seven days
TOM FITZMORRIS
MAIL@NOPG.COM

ANECDOTES AND ANALYSIS
Magazine Street is unquestionably the most interesting
theater of restaurant dining since Hurricane Katrina.
Although almost any kind of restaurant that could
stand a chance of success on the “Street of Dreams”
has achieved it, almost all of them have been modest
in terms of creature comforts.
With a name taken from a historic trader in bourbon
whiskey, Kenton’s attracts houses full of diners
surprised by its grand circumstances. Excepting only
its fellow Magazine Street competitor Shaya, it’s the
most impressive restaurant of the past dozen months.
And a very busy one, too.
WHY IT’S NOTEWORTHY
The restaurant business is in a headlong surge to be
as casual and unceremonious as possible. But some
avid diners miss the days in which, when you went
out to dine for an occasion, the restaurant was much
more comfortable than the same meal taken at home.
So why is it that all of the street’s 85 restaurants are
rustic, funky or even grubby? Food is indeed the most
important thing, but its quality is affected by service
and surroundings. Kenton’s is beautiful enough and
served stylishly enough to have become excellent and
exciting.
WHY IT’S GOOD
Chef Kyle Knall claims an American pedigree for
the kitchen, and ties into that general guidance the
flavors and aromas of burning wood, searing meats
and bourbon whiskey. There’s also more than a
hint of Southern cooking, whose efforts to become
established in New Orleans continue to languish.
All of this is rendered in a thoroughly modern
style, such that on a recent visit with my wife we
unintentionally wound up with four preliminary plates
with raw seafood components. In all my visits here, the
strategy of building the whole meal from appetizers

wound up being the most rewarding. A good thing,
because there are twice as many small plates than
large. I would add to this quantitative analysis that the
small courses are qualitatively better, too. Except for
the provenance of the ingredients, the flavors are not
especially those of New Orleans.
BACK STORY
Sean Josephs and Mani Dawes opened Kenton’s
late in 2015 after tearing down a building or two at
the lake-downtown corner of Magazine Street and
Nashville Avenue. The new complex is much larger
than what had been there before, with not only a large
indoor footprint but also a parking lot (rare anywhere
on Magazine) and a lot of space for outdoor tables.
DINING ROOM
The bar is the most appealing area, with a lively social
aspect. Some of the banquettes in there have support
legs that are a bit uncomfortable, particularly when
four people are at the table. The sidewalk patio is
a delightful space for dining or cocktails. The most
formal dining room is still airy and easy.
DOZEN ESSENTIAL DISHES
• Red snapper tartare, horseradish and lemon
• Crispy grits, country ham and bourbon aioli
• Fried oysters, pickled turnips and jalapeno aioli
• Smoked drum mousse, Cajun caviar and grilled
bread
• Wood-fired oysters, smoked onion, country ham and
salsify
• Smoked trout salad, butter lettuce, crushed
potatoes, lemon
• Squid ink spaghetti, grilled shrimp, celery root and
country ham
• Braised lamb-filled pasta, mushrooms, snap peas
and sheep’s milk cheese
• Grilled pompano, butter beans, spring vegetables,
green garlic broth
• Chicken under a brick, cauliflower, broccoli, basil
and garlic croutons

• Strawberry and citrus parfait, vanilla custard, basil
and buttermilk cornmeal cake
• Chocolate mint tart, salted caramel and bourbon
caramel ice cream
FOR BEST RESULTS
Even if it’s just the two of you, it’s better to make a meal
out of the small plates and perhaps only one split
entree. They are serious about drinkmaking here,
although you will probably remark that they’re a little
too assiduous in measuring pours.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT
It gives me the chills to see oysters being prices on a
per-oyster basis. Fortunately, not many restaurants
do that, but Kenton’s is among them. Who eats one
oyster? I don’t like the statement this makes about our
excellent, abundant bivalves.
FACTORS OTHER THAN FOOD
Up to three points, positive or negative, for these
characteristics. Absence of points denotes average
performance in the matter.
• Dining environment +2
• Consistency
• Service +1
• Value
• Attitude +2
• Wine and bar +1
• Hipness +2
• Local color +2
SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES
• Courtyard or deck dining
• Romantic
• Open Sunday lunch and dinner
• Open Monday lunch and dinner
• Open until 11 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and until midnight Friday and Saturday
• Oyster bar
• Easy, nearby parking
• Reservations recommended

4 S ta rs • Av e ra g e e n tre e $ 2 8
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BANKING

Dupas

Finnan

Emmett Dupas
wealth management advisor
Northwestern Mutual

Chris Finnan
vice president/commercial lender
Fidelity Bank

Emmett Dupas is a leading professional in the area for
retirement plans with a focus on plan design, education and
achieving positive retirement plan outcomes for participants.
He has a commitment to unique education campaigns
targeting individual participants and guiding them to
understanding savings behaviors, tax treatment and prudent
long-term investing.

Chris Finnan is a commercial lender with 15 years of
experience. He joined Fidelity Bank to return to community
banking. Previously he worked at JPMorgan Chase & Co. as
a relationship manager III. His expertise includes strategic
planning, commercial lending, commercial banking, financial
analysis, risk management, contract negotiation, new
business development and portfolio management.

Dupas was recognized as one of the Top 100 Retirement
Plan Advisers in the country by PlanAdviser Magazine. He
has received this prestigious award three times and is the
only adviser in Louisiana to receive it in 2016. He was also
recognized as a Top Retirement Plan Adviser by the Financial
Times in 2015.

Finnan is active with the United Way of St. Tammany. He is a
graduate of Jesuit High School and has a bachelor of arts in
business management from Louisiana State University.

Dupas graduated from the University of New Orleans with a
degree in business management and is one of three advisors
in the state of Louisiana who have completed the Certified
401k Professional Designation through the UCLA Anderson
School of Management.

Robert Laville
vice president and ﬁnancial advisor
HB Financial
Robert Laville joined HB Financial in January as vice
president/financial advisor. He helps clients identify their
financial goals by planning for investments, savings and

Name:

ON

YOUR

PHONE?

| ONES TO WATCH

Laville
income. He focuses on business development efforts
throughout the greater New Orleans area, providing
personal relationships and guidance to his clients.
Previously he was a financial advisor with Capital One
Investment Services and has over 13 years of experience
in assisting clients with their investment needs. He first
began working in financial services with Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Smith in Los Angeles in 2001.
Laville is a licensed insurance agent, holds a Series 7
Securities Registration and is a registered representative
of LPL Financial. He also holds a Louisiana real estate
broker’s license and Louisiana commercial contractor’s
license.
Laville is an active member of Church of the King in
Mandeville and is a four-year soccer coach for Mandeville
Soccer Club. He is a graduate of the University of New
Orleans with a bachelor of science in finance.
WHO’S WATCHING YOU?
To submit your name or a colleague’s for “Ones to
Watch,” contact Valerie Huntley at valerie.huntley@nopg.
com or (504) 293-9273.

Libby Fischer • Title/company: CEO, Whetstone Education

Name of app: Slack
How do you use it?

WHAT’S

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

“Slack is like a structured
group text. It gives team
members one place to
connect on different
issues, so we’re not constantly emailing each
other with questions. It
has made my inbox much
more manageable and
helps us stay on top of little details.”

Cost? Free
How can you get it? App store
Name of app:
Mighty Call

How do you use it?

“Mighty Call is our virtual
phone system. We don’t
have a landline (I couldn’t
even tell you where our
ofﬁce’s phone jack is), but
we want clients to be able
to talk to the right person

as quickly as possible. Mighty Call sits on top
of our cell phones and directs calls to the right
place.”

Cost? $19.99/mo
How can you get it? App store
Name of app:
Dark Sky

How do you use it?

“Dark Sky is a weather
app made speciﬁcally for
rainy cities. My favorite
feature is the rain notiﬁcation. Its GPS is incredible, and it will tell you
when it’s about to rain in
your neighborhood. It’s
helpful to prevent showing up soaking wet to
business meetings.”

Cost? $3.99
How can you get it? App store
—Valerie Huntley
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Attracting retail to New Orleans
requires patience, persistence
As we continue discussing why economic development matters and how it works, this month we
consider a specific industry cluster we can all relate
to: retail.
In 2010, when Mayor Mitch Landrieu agreed
to launch the public-private partnership that is
the New Orleans Business Alliance, he charged
NOLABA with addressing the city’s retail deficit.
Although local entrepreneurs had filled some neighborhood retail voids with distinctive offerings, for
decades the city had been losing billions of dollars
in retail sales to surrounding parishes and online
shopping. Orleans Parish had 30 percent fewer
national retailers than similar size cities. This represented a significant opportunity for growth.
Clearly, retail attraction matters. In four years,
along with our partners at the city of New Orleans,
NOLABA’s work helped increase sales tax revenue
in Orleans Parish by more than 37 percent, providing revenue to support public safety, public recreation programs, streetlight and street repairs and
more – without raising property taxes.
A prosperous retail landscape adds to New
Orleans’ unique notion of place and contributes to
our enviable quality of life – both attractive to business investment.
For many people, a retail job is their first foray
into the workforce. Retail offers a solid career path
that doesn’t require a college degree and in which

average managerial salaries top $60,000 a year.
So how do we at NOLABA attract retailers? It
involves a complex cast of players, and, like much
of economic development, a strong dose of patient
persistence.
Similar to non-retail companies, site selection
consultants play a significant role. They analyze
geographic data such as population, income, highway access, competitors and more, often turning to
NOLABA or to local commercial real estate brokers
for assistance. The brokers then scour the market
for suitable locations and present likely candidates.
Once a retailer identifies a desirable property, a
negotiated letter of intent details the business points
of the deal, and from there, retailer and landlord
negotiate and sign a lease. In the best case, the process takes a few weeks, but more often spans six to
18 months. A signed lease and confidence in the
project often then prompt a public announcement
about the retailer’s opening in the market.
Beyond working with individual consultants and
prospects, NOLABA’s retail attraction activities
include spreading the story of New Orleans’ retail
resurgence, which we’ll be doing at the International
Council of Shopping Centers’ annual RECon conference (attended by more than 35,000 retailers,
developers and brokers from across the globe) later
this month. Each year, NOLABA leads a delegation
consisting of our local economic development part-

ners, city government, brokers and developers. As
a result of this advocacy for the city, and as word of
our new retailers’ success has spread, New Orleans
is now considered a market ripe with retail opportunity. Retailers who once shunned us are now eager
to join the city’s retail resurgence.
NOLABA courts retail attraction prospects in
other ways too, building a pipeline of potential candidates the same way we described last month for
creative digital media and bioinnovation, and which
we will discuss in future guest perspectives.
We are grateful to our fellow citizens for supporting new and existing retailers, but we realize that our
work is far from complete. Voids still exist in some
neighborhoods and retail categories. Given competitive sensitivities, we may not discuss our daily
work in retail as much as other categories, but our
commitment remains just as steadfast.
Quentin L. Messer, Jr. is president
and CEO of the
New Orleans
Business
Alliance.
Brenda
Canada is vice
president of
retail attraction, development and strategy.

How Louisiana’s new taxes affect nonprofits
In a special session this year, the Louisiana
Legislature enacted sweeping changes to the sales and
use tax regulations. For the period of April 1 through
July 30, 2018, the sales tax rate increased by 1 percent
– from 4 percent to 5 percent -- and numerous exemptions and inclusions were eliminated.
Exemptions and exclusions are not all subject to
the same rate, and some of these rates will decrease
July 1. This sounds confusing, and it is. To help, the
Louisiana Department of Revenue has provided a
chart on its website of what is taxed and at what rates.
Louisiana nonprofit organizations are not protected from the changes. The temporary elimination of
certain exclusions and exemptions creates major problems for nonprofit entities and will result in increased
personnel hours to comply with changes. Prior to these
changes in the sales and use tax law, nonprofit entities
operating in Louisiana enjoyed many sales tax exemptions and exclusions; now they will be facing new
challenges relating to sales taxes. Below are some of the
more common concerns that have arisen.
Are membership dues and fees taxable?

Membership fees or dues paid to organizations that
provide access to clubs or the privilege of having access
to or the use of amusement, entertainment, athletic or
recreational facilities are now taxable. Membership
dues to museums are currently under discussion by the
LDR. Dues to professional organizations – for example, the Society of Louisiana CPAs or Louisiana State
Bar Association – are not subject to sales taxes.

Are admissions to zoos, aquariums, school athletic events, plays, musical performances, etc.,
taxable?

Yes. Beginning April 1, these types of admissions
became taxable.
Are tickets to fundraising events, galas, dinners, and auctions taxable?

Regarding fundraisers, galas, or dinners, the fair
market value of the benefits received is taxable. For
example, if you purchase a table at a gala for $1,500
and the value of the dinner and entertainment for the
event is $600, only the $600 is taxable.
For tangible personal property purchased at an auction, the entire amount paid would be subject to tax.

paid in each parish in which the type of transactions
we have been discussing occur.
The new sales and use tax laws are confusing and
place added burdens on nonprofits, including having to understand how tangible personal property
and services are now taxed and handling the proper
accounting, reporting and remittance of these taxes.
Organizations should begin to familiarize themselves
with the process of preparing and filing Louisiana sales
tax reports as soon as possible in order to avoid miscalculations and late filing or payment penalties. It is also
advisable to contact your tax professional to discuss
any questions you have concerning these changes.

Are fees paid for tuition, day camps, summer
camps, etc., taxable?

These types of fees do not appear to be taxable as
they are not among the specifically enumerated services that are taxable. These fees are considered to be
related to educational or child care services; therefore,
tax treatment should remain the same as in previous
years.
How are parish taxes affected by the new law?

The changes made by the special legislative session
only affect state sales taxes currently, we are not aware
of any changes to local sales tax laws related to the special legislative session. Special attention will have to be

Greg Beyer, Debbie Brockley and Micah Stewart
are directors in the tax department at LaPorte CPAs
and Business Advisors, focusing on tax planning and
compliance services for clients in a variety of industries, including nonprofit. They are also key members of
LaPorte’s Louisiana sales tax task force that was established to monitor sales tax developments.
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GUEST PERSPECTIVE

Perceived political
expression protected
by First Amendment,
Supreme Court says
In a 6-2 decision, the Supreme Court has upheld
that the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
protects both actual and perceived political speech
and expression by public employees. The unsurprising decision squares with decisions from several lower appellate circuit courts, and should serve
as a warning sign for public sector employers.
What does the First Amendment protect?
As a general proposition, the First Amendment,
which guarantees freedom of speech and association, prohibits non-political public employees
(such as police officers, firefighters and teachers)
from being terminated or demoted for supporting a particular political candidate. Those public
employees are free to support the candidate of
either political party (or neither) without fear of
reprisals.
But what happens when a public employer takes
disciplinary action against an employee because
of perceived but mistaken political affiliation?
Would such a situation run afoul of the First
Amendment and create an actionable employment
claim? That’s what the Supreme Court was called
to decide in this case.
Lawn sign mistake leads to lengthy litigation
The case began when Jeffrey Heffernan, a police
officer for the city of Paterson, New Jersey, was
demoted from detective to patrol officer for what
he claimed was mistaken political speech.
In 2006, a friend of Heffernan’s ran for mayor
against the incumbent. An aide to the incumbent
mayor saw Heffernan carrying a lawn sign for
his friend, which led the mayor to believe that
Heffernan was supporting a direct rival. Soon
after, Heffernan was demoted. He filed a First
Amendment claim alleging that the action was
taken in retaliation for perceived political speech.
In reality, Heffernan claimed, he wasn’t carrying
the lawn sign for himself but for his ailing, bed-ridden mother. While Heffernan wanted his friend to
win the election, he did not work on the campaign.
In fact, Heffernan could not even vote for his
friend because he did not reside in Paterson.
The lawsuit had a lengthy and tortured history before it ended up at the Supreme Court.
Heffernan initially won over $100,000 at a jury
trial but that decision was later vacated on appeal.
The case was then dismissed and the 3rd Circuit
Court of Appeals affirmed the dismissal in early
2015.
The appeals court ruled that because Heffernan
was not actually expressing his support for his
friend by carrying the lawn sign, he had not
engaged in protected activity under the First
Amendment. Therefore, the city’s action, which
was based on a misperception of Heffernan’s
political preference, could not have violated the
First Amendment’s guarantees of free speech and
association. An appeal to the Supreme Court of the

United States followed.
Supreme Court: Some mistakes don’t matter
The Supreme Court this week overturned the dismissal of Heffernan’s case and remanded it to the
lower court for further proceedings. In so doing,
the Court first noted that the statute under which
Heffernan sued authorizes a lawsuit brought by
anyone who is “depriv[ed]” of a “right . . . secured
by the Constitution.”
However, the statute does not specify what precisely is meant by the term “right.” Is it a right primarily focused on the employee’s actual activity, or
is it primarily focused on the employer’s motive?
The Court found no guidance in the statute itself
nor in the established case law, particularly where,
as here, the employer had an apparent misperception of Heffernan’s political preference. In coming
to a decision without such guidance, the Court
found the city’s motive in demoting him was of
paramount importance.
The decision was in line with rulings from
the Courts of Appeal for the 1st, 6th, and 10th
Circuits, which had all held that public employees’
political speech and association was protected by
the First Amendment regardless of whether the
employer had correctly or mistakenly judged the
employee’s activity.
The Court said that by focusing on the employer’s perception, the true purpose of the First
Amendment is served: protecting individuals
with unpopular views from retaliation. However,
because the Court also noted its decision was
based on an assumption the city had acted upon an
improper motive, the Court remanded the case to
the lower court for a determination as to whether
that was, in fact, the case.
It was possible, said the Court, the city may
have taken its action against Heffernan based upon
some “neutral policy prohibiting police officers
from overt involvement in any political campaign.”
If that could be shown, and if such policy passed
Constitutional muster, the city might escape liability.
What this means to you
This decision does not impact private sector
businesses. However, for public sector employers,
it should serve as a reminder to use caution before
proceeding with employee discipline.
The Court made it clear that public employers
will not be shielded from liability if they take an
adverse employment action based upon an improper motive, even if it turns out
that motive was based upon a
factual error. In this case, perception was as good as reality.
Edward Harold is an attorney
in the New Orleans office of the
labor and employment law firm
Fisher & Phillips.

No fries
with that
HATTIESBURG, Miss. — Call
them Hattiesburgers, even if
historians are choking on that
mouthful.
Rick Taylor, who heads
tourism efforts in the
Mississippi Pine Belt city
of Hattiesburg, says that
name for city residents won
out over other suggestions
including “Hub Citian” and
“Hattiesburgan.”
The winner was announced
at the city’s annual tourism
luncheon.
But at least one local
historian finds “Hattiesburger”
unappetizing. Hattiesburg Area
Historical Society member
Ursula Jones, in a letter to the
Hattiesburg American, says
city residents have been called
Hattieburgans since as early
as 1908. She says one 97-yearold society member has called
herself a Hattiesburgan since
about 1920.
Taylor, whose group ran the
contest in part to encourage
local involvement in tourism
efforts, says times have
changed and he’s sticking with
Hattiesburger.
—The Associated Press

NOTABLE NUMBER

86,000
Pounds of Mardi Gras beads
collected by ARC’s Mardi Gras Bead
Recycling Center this year.
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Fund hunt
Local investors
explain what
it takes to find
support

QUINCY HODGES
QUINCY.HODGES@NOPG.COM

Whether you have a new business or an established
company, providing the material that shows potential
investors how they will get their money back should be a
top priority.
As chief operating officer at ERG Enterprises in New
Orleans, Barrett Cooper said he’s seen good projects and
ideas, but when it comes to showing investors how they
would get their return, the proposals have been lacking.
As an investor, Cooper said when meeting with potential clients, he’s looking for experience, someone who is
hard-working and passionate.
While good personal traits of the founder or management team of a business is key, Cooper says the project
itself must be something that is of value and makes sense
on the product side.
ERG’s focus includes a lot of real estate and corporate
investments, along with growing businesses and startup
opportunities.
Cooper said real estate investment is a lot more
standardized when it comes to financials because it’s
based on assumptions of the market, usually of a fiveyear-window. When a business is involved in selling
products or providing services, a lot more variables are
involved, Cooper said.

When investing in a startup, Cooper said ERG looks at
an opportunity and the potential of what the startup may
become. Cooper said there are also hybrid opportunities
where ERG looks at sales and revenue and how that can
be turned into profit.

“It’s a challenge because
the entrepreneur may not
know what they’re doing.”
— Barrett Cooper, chief operating officer,
ERG Enterprises
Cooper said ERG is spread out among investing into
established, growing and startup investments, but currently they are more invested in real estate because of how
positive the market is right now.
But good projects and businesses on paper may not be
so good in reality, and can hurt the credibility of an entrepreneur. Cooper said it’s difficult for an entrepreneur to
recover from that after asking for more money.
“It’s a challenge because the entrepreneur may not
know what they’re doing,” Cooper said.
He encourages entrepreneurs to do their homework, network, speak with bankers and understand
their pro forma.

Cooper said ERG looks for the best deals possible and
does not have preferences as it relates to what type of business it invests in.
When structuring a proposal, Cooper said ERG likes
to see the economics of the business, investment and
distribution of the deal, a pro forma and operations of the
business.
Paul Giffin, a partner with Jefferson Capital Partners
in Mandeville, said his firm invests in established businesses that have positive cash flow. Giffin said one of the
key components the firm looks for when is to make sure
the owner has a quality management team charged with
running the business, along with competitive advantages
and a strategic niche.
As a general philosophy, Jefferson Capital Partners
looks for diversification as an investment parameter so
they have the ability to invest in various types of industries, Giffin said.
However, being located in this part of the country,
Giffin said there’s a lot of investment in the energy sector.
Currently, Giffin said his firm is seeing a lot of investment
activity in health care, manufacturing and aerospace.
Giffin said when Jefferson Capital Partners meets with
potential clients, it needs to see a business plan or presentation that is concise and focused, showing what their
strengths and weaknesses are, along with strategic plans
and an explanation of their current position in the market.
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Metro area
institution rated
‘satisfactory’ in
lending test
LANCE TRAWEEK
LANCE.TRAWEEK@NOPG.COM

A monthly evaluation of lending institutions shows
a favorable rating for Metairie-based Mutual Savings
and Loan Association.
Mutual is satisfactorily lending money into communities in which it takes deposits, according to a
new list released in early May by the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency in the U.S. Treasury
Department.
Mutual, located on Clearview Parkway, was among
24 nationwide evaluations made public this month
as part of the Community Reinvestment Act. The
document is an evaluation of the institutions’ record
of meeting the credit needs of their communities,
including low- and moderate-income neighborhoods.
No other metro area institutions were listed on the
most recent evaluation.
“We have always prided ourselves on serving the
community in which we live,” said Wanda Smith, vice
president of Mutual Savings and Loan Association.
“That means helping individuals with their loans.
Home ownership is crucial to a thriving community,
and it’s our goal to make it as convenient and affordable as possible.”
She said that’s why Mutual implemented the
bi-weekly mortgage, which allows individuals to pay
off their loans quicker and save money on interest.
Mutual also offers construction/permanent mortgage
loans to save customers time and money by eliminating the duplication of closing costs.
In general, national banks and federal savings associations are evaluated every three to five years. The
list released in April also comprises insured federal
branches of foreign banks.
The ratings range from “outstanding, satisfactory,
needs to improve and substantial noncompliance.”
Since January 2010, there are no federal national
banks or federal savings associations in the New
Orleans metro area that are currently below satisfactory.
Bank of New Orleans in Metairie received a satisfactory rating in 2012. Eureka Homestead of Metairie
achieved a satisfactory rating in 2011. Fifth District
Bank of New Orleans received an outstanding rating
in 2010 and satisfactory in 2013. State Investors
Bank in Metairie was given a satisfactory rating in
2012.
According to the public disclosure, the average
loan-to-deposit ratio of Mutual is more than reasonable given the institution’s size, competition and
economic environment.
Mutual is a niche lender with a moderate volume
of construction loans. Lending trends are such that
construction loans are in high demand in parishes
outside of Mutual’s assessment area.
Mutual is a $42 million, federally chartered mutual
savings and loan association.
The Office evaluated Mutual using small bank
examination procedures, which includes a lending
test. The lending test evaluates the bank’s record
of meeting the credit needs of its assessment area
through lending activities, according to the evaluation.
Mutual recently opened an office in Mandeville.

Banks roll out new
strategies to lure
junior bankers
LANCE TRAWEEK
LANCE.TRAWEEK@NOPG.COM

Given that millennials are the largest generational group in the United States, banks across the
nation are looking to not just attract but retain that
segment of the workforce.
The industry’s approach toward young bankers
has changed in recent years. The junior-banking
experience has long been centered on paying
dues, but banks are introducing charity-driven
programs, quicker promotions and other actions
intended to appeal to millennial workers.
For example, Citigroup has rolled out a program to let young bankers travel to Kenya for a
month to help microfinance businesses there and
cultivate growth plans, while JP Morgan Chase &
Co. is allowing junior bankers to spend about 15
percent of their time helping nonprofits with technology glitches. And Bank of America Corp. has
made it easier for young bankers to get promotions
faster.
Millennials are defined as those born
between1981 and1996, a generation dubbed as
being increasingly cynical toward Wall Street. And
the group is known for not staying in one place
very long.
Kim Carver, senior vice president of human
resources at Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company,

said attracting young bankers is “incredibly
important.” About 36 percent of Gulf Coast
Bank’s workforce is millennials.
“Banks need to be replenished with new blood
and new energy,” Carver said.
He said the bank strives to promote a casual and
fun atmosphere.
“Millennials enjoy having influence from day
one and appreciate communication and like to
know the direction of the company,” Carver said.
That’s why senior management meets every
week, and the meeting minutes are published for
the entire bank.
“We like to give them exposure across silos to
see how the bank works,” he said. “We show them
how what they do affects the whole bank.”
As a community bank, he said they are at the
forefront of embracing technology.
“Having grown up with technology, (millennials) are unique in that way and others, offering
challenges and opportunities,” said Bob Taylor,
CEO of the Louisiana Bankers Association.
“Much of this revolves around technology and
engaging millennials the way they want to interact.”
Taylor added that bankers are in a unique position to keep or bring this generation into the traditional banking system that is safe, and has the
strongest protection for customer information.
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New Orleans-area banks
Louisiana-based banks operating in the New Orleans area, ranked by total assets; financial results as of Dec. 31, 2015

Name
Address

Return on assets
Total assets Net income (loss) Return of equity

Local full-time
employees

Local branches
Nationally

Whitney Bank (Hancock Holding Company)
228 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans 70130

$22.84 billion

$141.8 million

0.67 percent
5.8 percent

3,819

57
197

hancockwhitney.com

IBERIABANK
200 W. Congress St.
Lafayette 70501

$19.5 billion

$142.8 million

0.78 percent
6.41 percent

3,003

22
299

iberiabank.com

Home Bank
503 Kaliste Saloom Rd
Lafayette 70508

$1.55 billion

$12.55 million

0.94 percent
7.83 percent

375

13
30

home24bank.com

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Co.
200 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans 70130

$1.37 billion

$25.96 million

1.98 percent
22.62 percent

422

19
30

gulfbank.com

Business First Bank
1675 N. Hwy. 190
Covington 70433

$1.08 billion

$4.1 million

0.41 percent
3.89 percent

7

1
18

b1bank.com

Investar Bank
500 Veterans Memorial Blvd.
Metairie 70005

$1.03 billion

$7.07 million

0.77 percent
6.6 percent

25

3
11

investarbank.com

State Bank and Trust Co.
1700 Hwy. 59
Mandeville 70448

$999.88 million $6.72 million

0.68 percent
6.11 percent

329

6
36

statebank1898.com

First American Bank & Trust
P.O. Box 550
Vacherie 70090

$880.33 million $11.08 million

1.33 percent
10.89 percent

212

4
24

fabt.com

Fidelity Bank
201 St. Charles Ave. Ste 2710
New Orleans 70170

$800.47 million $4.37 million

0.54 percent
3.34 percent

356

18
18

bankwithfidelity.com

First Bank and Trust
909 Poydras St., Ste 1700
New Orleans 70112

$769.17 million $8.71 million

0.74 percent
8.22 percent

231

11
13

fbtonline.com

Web site

The above information was provided by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., individual banking institutions and the Louisiana Office of Financial Institutions. Income and assets have been rounded.
Parentheses means decrease.Note, all net income numbers are based on a year-to-date accumulation. Any additions or corrections should be sent on company letterhead to Research, New Orleans
CityBusiness, 3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 901, Metairie, 70002.
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New Orleans-area banks
Louisiana-based banks operating in the New Orleans area, ranked by total assets; financial results as of Dec. 31, 2015

Name
Address

Return on assets
Total assets Net income (loss) Return of equity

Local full-time
employees

Local branches
Nationally

Web site

Resource Bank
70533 Hwy. 21
Covington 70433

$562.36 million $6.49 million

1.13 percent
11.12 percent

134

9
9

bankonresource.com

Metairie Bank and Trust Co.
3344 Metairie Rd.
Metairie 70001

$365.35 million $2.01 million

0.56 percent
5.45 percent

103

7
7

metairiebank.com

Mississippi River Bank
8435 Hwy. 23
Belle Chasse 70037

$117.86 million $2.07 million

1.07 percent
9.48 percent

27

2
3

mississippiriverbank.net

Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
222 North New Hampshire St.
Covington 70433

$113.37 million $826,000

0.72 percent
6.66 percent

41

5
5

cbtbanking.com

Hibernia Bank
325 Carondelet St.
New Orleans 70130

$112.86 million $179,582

0.16 percent
0.9 percent

22

3
3

hibbank.com

The above information was provided by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., individual banking institutions and the Louisiana Office of Financial Institutions. Income and assets have been rounded.
Parentheses means decrease.Note, all net income numbers are based on a year-to-date accumulation. Any additions or corrections should be sent on company letterhead to Research, New Orleans
CityBusiness, 3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 901, Metairie, 70002.

LIKE

BOOK

the

You’ll love the electronic version!
Use it to:

• hunt for new business
• enhance existing data

the eNd oF
AlZheimer’S
StArtS With
You

• supplement job search
• raise funds

...and much more!!!

ORDER NOW
To order your Electronic Version of the
2015-2016 Book of Lists
contact Monique Sullivan • (504) 293-9731
monique.sullivan@nopg.com

Alzheimer’s is an epidemic devastating our
families, our finances and our future. The disease
is all around us — but the power to stop it is
within us. Join us for the Alzheimer’s Association
Walk to End Alzheimer’s® and be inspired by all
the footsteps that fall into place behind yours.
Together, we can end Alzheimer’s.

StArt A teAm.
Nov. 5, 2016 | AuduboN PArk | 8 A.m.
SPoNSorShiP oPPortuNitieS AvAilAble | 504.613.6505
alz.org/walk | 800.272.3900
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P H O T O S

C O U R T E S Y

N S A

N E W

Catherine O’Brien and Richard Melancon

O R L E A N S

To submit photos of your business event, email eight hi-res
shots to Natalie.chandler@nopg.com
Dan Thurman delivers speech while juggling pins.

The National Speakers
Association’s New Orleans
chapter hosted a workshop
April 2 at the New Orleans
Airport Hilton with guest
speaker Dan Thurman,
NSA Speaker Hall of Fame.

Dan Thurman and Bernadette Savoy

Myra Corrello and Chapter President
Kevin Gilheany

now
open
In the Maison St. Charles Hotel Suites
1327 St. Charles Avenue
(across the street from Delmonico’s)

504-267-0169

(Two blocks from Lee Circle)
Lunch & Dinner Monday-Sunday

Charbroiled Oysters • Seafood• Po Boys • Southern Cooking

Metairie

504-838-0022
1001 Live Oak St.
Lunch & Dinner
Monday-Saturday

Kenner

504-463-3030
910 W. Esplanade Ave.
Lunch & Dinner
Monday-Saturday

Metairie

504-833-6310
3117 21st St.

French Quarter
504-309-4848
512 Bienville St.

(Off N. Causeway Blvd)

(Bienville at Decatur)

Lunch & Dinner
Monday-Saturday

Lunch & Dinner
Monday-Sunday

www.MrEdsRestaurants.com

Metairie

504-888-5533
5101 W. Esplanade Ave.
Dinner Monday-Saturday

Reservations Recommended
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St. Paul’s Episcopal School hosted its annual
Southern Charm gala on April 2 in the school
gymnasium, 6249 Canal Blvd.

BUSINESS SCENE
P H O T O S

C O U R T E S Y

S T .

P A U L ’ S

E P I S C O P A L

S C H O O L

To submit photos of your business event, email eight hi-res shots
to Natalie.chandler@nopg.com

Patron guests Pam and Maitland Smallpage
Lisa Plaia, gala chair and
Mary Steele, auctioneer

John Schwank, Head of School Charleen
Schwank, Catt Courtney and Rev. Rob Courtney

7th grade teachers, Tanya Olivier and Ron Carrier, displaying their Class
Project for the auction
Katerina & Ashley Sutton of patron party sponsor
Gazebo Café

Best Hat Contest winners
Karen and Phil Martin
Men’s Club President Steven Seipel, Candice Seipel
and teachers Jan Friend and Beth Gutierrez

Dr. John P. and Mrs. Debbie Boudreaux, alumni parents

GET INVOLVED!

OUR 2ND QUARTER EVENTS ARE LOADED WITH OPPORTUNITY.

MAY 19

CHAMBER AFTER 5
The Outlet Collection at Riverwalk
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

MAY 24

EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR: BUDGETING FOR SUCCESS
1515 Poydras St., 5th Floor Auditorium
11:30 am Networking & Registration
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Seminar

JUNE 2

WOMEN’S BUSINESS ALLIANCE
Aveda Institute New Orleans
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

JUNE 7

POWER BREAKFAST : SPONSORED BY FIRST NBC BANK
1515 Poydras St., 5th Floor Auditorium
8:00 am – 9:30 am
WALTER “WALT” J. LEGER, III,
LOUISIANA STATE REPRESENTATIVE,
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

JUNE 14

2ND QUARTER LUNCHEON
Sheraton New Orleans Hotel
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

JUNE 30

CHAMBER AFTER 5
NOLA Motorsports Park
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

*All dates, times and locations are subject to change

Visit NewOrleansChamber.org for registration and more info.
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Volunteers of America Greater New Orleans’ senior RSVP
volunteers gathered for an annual recognition luncheon at the Fleur
de Lis Event Center in Mandeville on April 16.
P H O T O S

C O U R T E S Y

V O L U N T E E R S

O F

A M E R I C A

To submit photos of your business event, email eight hi-res shots to
Natalie.chandler@nopg.com
U.S. Sen. Bill Cassidy’s Southeast Region Director Rachel Perez with
Corporation for National and Community Service State Program Ofﬁcer
Jillian Winters

Volunteers of America Greater New Orleans President
and CEO Jim LeBlanc, Program Coordinator Dee Wild, St.
Tammany Parish President Pat Brister, Immediate Past
Board Chairman Bob Rhoden and North Shore Director Ty
Bartel receive a check on behalf of the RSVP volunteers.

Peoples Health North Lake Market Executive Director Rick
Littell with Wanda Bonnet

Volunteers Jean Schultz, Dianna King, Karen Callaway and June Selzer

Advisory Council
members: (L-R
bottom row) Patty
Suffern, Linda
Hawkins, Dee Wild,
and Mary Helen
Grabbe; (L-R top
row) Ralph O’Neal
Robert Couvillon
and Eugene Grabbe
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Jones

Kaupp
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Wegmann

Hernaez

Holly

Nassar

Lagarde

Hassan

Ralston

Cutts

Pieri

Rowland

Bower

LaForge

Baggett

Gorney

Howard

Matallana

Wallis

Patel

Barousse

Duplantis

Shariffskul

Hurd

Williams

Carrere

Cordray

Elias

Francis

Glennon

Matalin

Rucker

Pax

Petty

Abreu

Ledet

Bishop

Williams

Wilson

Montgomery

Collier

Advertising/Public Relations
Deveney has hired Terri Kaupp as an
account executive, Sam Jones as interactive
art director, Lauren Wegmann as digital
supervisor and Mandy Hernaez as graphic
designer.
Architecture
Michael Holly of Holly & Smith Architects
APAC has been appointed to the board of
directors of Greater New Orleans, Inc.
M2Studio has hired Alex Nassar as associate
architect.
Trahan Architects has hired Tina Lagarde as
marketing director.
Awards
The Society of Professional Journalist
presented awards to students from Loyola
University New Orleans’ School of Mass
Communication: Gage Counts, Lauren
Stroh, Rebeca Trejo, Marie Simoneaux,
Zayn Abidin, Burke Bischoff, Mark
Robinson, Louise De Vaney, Taylor Evans,
Allyson Aleskey and Kristen Stewart.
St. Tammany Parish Hospital employees
received more than $10,000 in scholarships
from the Guild and Medical Staff
Committee: Lacey Boudreaux, Erin
Bowman, Ashley Lyon, Karolina Ruthner,
Ginger Taylor and Karah Dykes. The
Medical Staff Committee also awarded
its spring 2016 professional education
scholarship to Gina Montgomery.
Tom Danos, sales associate of Coldwell
Banker TEC Realtors®, won the New Orleans
Metropolitan Association of Realtors
Commercial Investment Division’s Top
Special Purpose Producer and Top Special
Purpose Sales Awards.
SRSA Commercial Real Estate announced
that the Commercial Investment Division of
the New Orleans Association of Realtors gave
awards to the following agents: Kirsten Early
received the F. Poche Waguespack Award
for having the highest volume of sales and
leases and the Top Retail Producer award
and Melissa Warren received the awards
for the Top Multi-Family Sale, Overall Top
Multi-Family Producer and Highest Volume
First-Time Recipient.
University of New Orleans finance professor

M. Kabir Hassan is the winner of the IDB Prize
in Islamic Banking & Finance from the Islamic
Development Bank.
Christopher K. Ralston received the
Louisiana Bar Foundation President’s Award.
Company Awards
SRSA Commercial Real Estate received
the 1st and 3rd place awards for the Largest
Transactions from the Commercial Investment
Division of the New Orleans Association of
Realtors.
The Society of Professional Journalists
awarded Loyola University New Orleans’
newspaper, The Maroon, the Mark of
Excellence Award for “Best All-Around Non
Daily Student Newspaper as well Loyola
student news services won the General-News
Reporting award.
The Louisiana Chapter of the Association for
Corporate Growth announced the award
winners for the ninth annual ACG Louisiana
Awards - Outstanding Corporate Growth,
Laitram, LLC, Emerging Growth Company,
Lucid and Deal of the Year, Pan-American
Life Insurance Group.
St. Tammany Parish Hospital was among
America’s 100 Best Hospitals for Patient
Experience for the third year by the Women’s
Choice Award®.
The Historic New Orleans Collection’s most
recent book, “Henry Howard: Louisiana’s
Architect,” co-published with Princeton
Architectural Press, has won the Victorian
Society in America’s Henry-Russell Hitchcock
Award.
MetLife Premier Client Group of Louisiana
announced that the firm has been recognized
as a 2015 Chairman’s Council firm.
The Jimmie Johnson Foundation announced
that Start The Adventure In Reading is a
semi-finalist for the Blue Bunny Helmet of
Hope program.

Consulting
C. Allen Cutts, senior technical advisor with
Tusa Consulting Services, recently earned
his project management professional
certification.

Baker Donelson has elected the following
shareholders to its New Orleans office:
Katie L. Dysart, Christopher M. Hannan,
Benjamin West Janke and Robert L.
Wollfarth.

Construction
The Lemoine Company has hired Gia Pieri as
proposal coordinator and CRM administrator.

Adams and Reese LLP associate Graham
H. Williams has been appointed to serve
on Tulane University Law School’s Dean’s
Advisory Board.

Education
The International School of Louisiana has
promoted Andrew Rowland to director of
information technology.
St. Martin’s Episcopal School has hired Sue
Bower as head of athletics and Pat LaForge
as middle and lower school athletics and
physical education coordinator.
Financial
Eustis Insurance & Benefits Inc. has hired
James W. Baggett, Jr., CPCU, ARM, CIC,
CRM, as education and training director.
Bowen, Miclette & Britt of Louisiana, LLC has
hired David Gorney as managing director.
Gillis, Ellis & Baker has promoted Jeff
Howard to shareholder and vice president.
General Business
Swerve Sweetener has hired Natalia
Matallana as marketing coordinator.
Health Care
Peoples Health has hired Dr. J. Brent Wallis
as market medical director of the New
Orleans West Bank region, Hiral Patel as
chief operating officer of Lakeview Regional
Medical Center and John Barousse as
director of digital media.
Hospitality
Expotel Hospitality Services, LLC has
promoted Bret Chittenden to executive vice
president of operations, Ron Pitisci to vice
president of finance and Bill Oliver to area
vice president of operations.

Universal Data, Inc., was recognized by
Ingram Micro as their Juniper Partner of the
Year.

Internet Marketing
Search Inﬂuence has hired Casey Duplantis
as manager of technology and development
and Monica Shariffskul as operations
analyst.

LAMMICO awarded its inaugural Patient
Safety Award and Grant to Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional Medical Center.

Law
Coats Rose, P.C. has hired Aaron Hurd as an
associate.

Nonproﬁt
The World Trade Center of New Orleans
has appointed five new members to the
board of directors for 2016: Wynn Radford,
IV, associate director of communications and
external affairs, BP America; John Voorhorst,
director, global business and economic
development services, Entergy Services,
Inc.; Chris Sullivan, senior vice president,
commercial banking group, Regions Bank
for South Louisiana; Jeff Corbin, operations
manager and general manager, Laitram
Machinery and Don Pierson, secretary,
Louisiana Economic Development.
Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond has
appointed the following to the Catholic
Foundation board of directors: Joseph L.
Carrere; Sandra E. Cordray; Miguel A.
Elias; Todd Francis; Michael Glennon;
Mary Matalin and Paul Rucker.
Real Estate
Gardner Realtors has hired Christina Pax,
Latisha Petty, Blanca Abreu, Stephen
Ledet, Rayna Bishop, Jerusha Williams,
Angela Wilson, Olivia Montgomery and
James Collier as realtors.
Transportation
The New Orleans Steamboat Company has
hired Scott Nesbitt as executive chef aboard
the Steamboat Natchez.
Send us your people news:

CityBusiness welcomes submissions for the
“People” and “Calendar” sections. To be considered
for inclusion in a coming issue, information must
be received in the CityBusiness editorial ofﬁce
10 days prior to the anticipated publication
date. Submissions, including photographs, are
published subject to space availability. Color photos
submitted by email should be a head shot in jpeg
format, with measurements of 3x3 and 300dpi.
Submissions may be emailed to: Valerie Huntley at
valerie.huntley@nopg.com. All photo attachments
and submissions must include the subject’s name.

56

NEWORLEANSCITYBUSINESS.COM

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

Calendar
May 13 – 26, 2016
Volume 36, Issue 24
Publisher/Senior Vice President: Lisa Blossman
lisa.blossman@nopg.com or 293-9226
Editor: Natalie Chandler
natalie.chandler@nopg.com or 293-9255
Managing Editor: Lance Traweek				
lance.traweek@nopg.com, 293-9254
NEWSROOM
Web Editor/Event Coordinator: Meghan Keen
Online content, social media, events.
meghan.keen@nopg.com, 293-9253
Reporters

Quincy Hodges: Technology, entrepreneurial, law.
quincy.hodges@nopg.com, 293-9206
Valerie Huntley: Coordinates Book of Lists, Around Town, Market Research
valerie.huntley@nopg.com, 293-9273
Andrew Valenti: Construction/Real estate, Health care, Jefferson Parish,
energy/environment. andrew.valenti@nopg.com, 293-9210
ADVERTISING
Advertising executives/CityBusiness:
Liz Baldini, liz.baldini@nopg.com, 293-9213;
Cassie Foreman, cassie.foreman@nopg.com, 293-9222;
Coco Evans Judd, coco.judd@nopg.com, 293-9288
Monique Sullivan, monique.sullivan@nopg.com, 293-9731
Article reprints/Digital Book of Lists: 293-9731
Custom Publishing

Manager: Valerie Huntley , valerie.huntley@nopg.com, 293-9273
PRODUCTION
Kady Weddle: Senior Designer
Stella Liang: Advertising Production Assistant
ADMINISTRATION
Director of Operations: Gina Brignac
Office Coordinator: Marilyn Miller
CIRCULATION
For subscriptions call (800) 451-9998
The entire contents of this newspaper are copyrighted by NOPG, LLC, 2016,
with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial
or graphic content in any manner is prohibited.
New Orleans CityBusiness (USPS 544-290) is published bi-weekly with an
annual issue in September by NOPG LLC, 3445 North Causeway Blvd., Suite
901, Metairie, LA 70002 (504) 834-9292.
To place orders, temporarily stop service,
change your address or inquire about billing:
Phone: (800) 451-9998
Fax: (800) 329-8478
Email: Subscriptions@thedolancompany.com
Mail: New Orleans CityBusiness
Subscription Services
10 Milk St. 10th Floor
Boston, MA 02108
To submit subscription payments:
Mail: New Orleans CityBusiness
Subscriptions Services
PO Box 1667
Minneapolis, MN 55480-1667
If your newspaper is damaged, missing or late: Call (800) 451-9998 or email
circ@dolanmedia.com. If your newspaper frequently arrives late, contact your
letter carrier or local postmaster
For technical support: If you need help with our website or your login and
password, please call (504) 834-9292.
Back issues: Select back issues are available. Call (504) 834-9292.
It is the policy of this newspaper to employ people on the basis of their
qualifications and with assurance of equal opportunity and treatment regardless
of race, color, creed, sex, age, sexual orientation, religion, national origin or
handicap.
CityBusiness® is a registered trademark of CityBusiness/Twin Cities Inc.
POSTMASTER: Electronic ACS Service requested, Send address changes
to CityBusiness, Subscription Services, 10 Milk St Ste 1000, Boston, MA
02108. Periodicals postage paid at Metairie LA, and additional entry offices.
Subscription rates: One year, 129; two years, 199; three years, $239. Back
issues: $5. ISSN0279-4527. Foreign subscription rates may vary.
CityBusiness is printed on recycled newsprint

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

neworleanscitybusiness.com

May 14
Second Harvest Food Bank and the National Association of Letter
Carriers present the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. Letter carriers
across the greater New Orleans area will pick up donations from
mailboxes. For more information visit no-hunger.org or call 7341322.
May 14 – June 26
The Creative Alliance of New Orleans presents “Honoring Willie
White” solo exhibition to be held at CANO’s Creative Space,
third floor, Myrtle Banks Building, 1307 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.,
New Orleans, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. For more information, visit cano-la.
org.
May 15
The Faubourg Marigny Improvement Association presents its 44th
Annual Home Tour, beginning at the corner of Press and Dauphine
Streets from noon to 4 p.m., followed by the after party from 4 p.m.
to 9 p.m. For more information visit faubourgmarigny.org.
May 17 – Oct. 29
The Historic New Orleans Collection presents “Money, Money
Money! Currency Holdings from The Historic New Orleans
Collection” at the Williams Research Center, 410 Chartres St.
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For more information visit hnoc.org.
May 18
The Historic New Orleans Collection, in association with Oliver
Hennessey, assistant professor of English at Xavier University,
presents “All the World’s a Stage: Shakespeare on the Stages and
Streets of New Orleans” lecture to be held at the Historic New
Orleans Collection’s Williams Research Center, 410 Chartres St.,
starting at 6 p.m. For more information visit hnoc.org.
Baldwin Haspel Burke & Mayer LLC presents an Estate Planning
Seminar for Life Underwriters to at the Holiday Inn’s Magnolia
Ballroom, 2261 N. Causeway Blvd., Metairie from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information visit bhbmlaw.com.
May 19
The Alzheimer’s Association presents the 5th Annual Literary
Luncheon: “Chefs in Kind” to be held at the Cannery, 3803
Toulouse St., New Orleans from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. For more
information contact Chet Harrell at charrell@alz.org or 613-6505.
ACG Louisiana presents the 9th Annual ACG Louisiana awards to
be held at The Roosevelt New Orleans, 123 Baronne St. Reception
starts at 6 p.m. and dinner starts at 7 p.m. For more information
visit acg.org/louisiana.
The New Orleans Chamber of Commerce presents its 2016
Chamber After 5 to be held at The Outlet Collection at Riverwalk,
740 Convention Ctr. Blvd., New Orleans from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. For more information visit neworleanschamber.org.

StayLocal presents B2B Office Hours to be held at the StayLocal
office, 1307 Oretha Castle Blvd., Suite 309, New Orleans from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information visit staylocal.org.
May 24
The National World WWII Museum presents Tom Czekanski- The
Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905 dinner with a curator series to be
held at the museum’s American Sector restaurant, 945 Magazine
St., New Orleans from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. For more information
visit nationalww2museum.org.
The New Orleans Chamber of Commerce presents the 2016
Educational Seminar: Budgeting for Success to be held at the
chamber office, fifth floor, auditorium, 1515 Poydras St., New
Orleans from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information visit
neworleanschamber.org.
The Bishop Perry Center presents its Spring Fundraiser to be held
at the Palm Court Jazz Café, 1204 Decatur St., New Orleans from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. For more information call 227-3272.
June 3
The Pirate’s Alley Faulkner Society, Inc. presents its Juleps in June
annual fundraiser to be held at the residence of Andrea and David
Bland, 1216 Jackson Ave., New Orleans beginning at 7 p.m. For
more information email faulkhouse@aol.com.
The Innocence Project New Orleans presents its 15th Anniversary
Gala to be held at The Cannery, 3803 Toulouse St., New Orleans
from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. For more information visit ip-no.org.
June 4
The American Heart Association presents the Heart & Soul Gala
to be held at Generations Hall, 310 Andrew Higgins, New Orleans
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. For more information visit neworleansheartball.heart.org.

FYI
• The Warehouse has opened at 3014 Dauphine St., New
Orleans.
• The Louisiana State Museum has reopened at 523 St.
Ann St., New Orleans.
• Lake Forest Elementary School has reopened at 11110
Lake Forest Blvd., New Orleans.
• Trinity Restaurant has opened at 1117 Decatur St., New
Orleans.
• Murphy Business & Financial Corp. LLC has opened
at One Canal Place - 365 Canal St., Suite 1470, New
Orleans.
• The St. Bernard Project has relocated to 2645 Toulouse
St., New Orleans.

Permits
The following are the top residential and commercial permits awarded
for parishes in the New Orleans area in the two weeks prior to May
13. Commercial permits valued at $100,000 and more and residential
permits valued at $50,000 and more are listed.

Jefferson Parish

TOP COMMERCIAL PERMITS

$1.9 million, 1564 Lake Ave., Metairie, Jefferson Parish schools
$975,000, North Causeway Blvd., Metairie, Basin Orleans, LLC
$878,000, 2949 Veterans Blvd., Metairie, Morning Park, LLC
$500,000, 6901 Jefferson Hwy., Harahan, 6901 Jefferson, LLC
$289,000, 8225 Jefferson Hwy., Harahan, Rite Aid/Connie Fox
TOP RESIDENTIAL PERMITS

$510,000, 1428 Sylvia Ave., Metairie, Cynthia Newman
$449,000, 248 Mae Dr., Terrytown, Lloyd Doucette
$200,000, 1416 30th St., Kenner, Elfido Avila
$175,000, 3725 Lake Trail Dr., Kenner, Coast Builders, LLC
$150,000, 836 West Village Ct., Gretna, Ryan Burks

Orleans Parish

TOP COMMERCIAL PERMITS

St. Tammany Parish
TOP COMMERCIAL PERMITS

$15 million, 2234 Watercross Pkwy., Covington, Le Triomphe
Property Group, LLC
$1.7 million, 820 North Highway 190, Covington, Murphy USA
$150,000, 62160 Airport Rd., Slidell, True Life Church of Slidell
TOP RESIDENTIAL PERMITS

$735,000, 234 Mulberry Ave., Mandeville, Marcy Matherne
$723,000, 75556 River Rd., Covington, Centanni Construction
$580,000, 2017 Lakeshore Blvd., Slidell, Jody Cannon
$561,000, 1505 Lakeshore Blvd., Slidell, Keith Alphonso
$523,000, 14534 James Core Rd., Folsom, Hillside Builders

Construction permits year-to-date
The following is a breakdown of commercial and residential construction
permits for parishes in the New Orleans area, with a focus on commercial
projects valued at more than $100,000 and residential projects more
than $50,000. The data reflects activity as of May 6.

$15 million, 111 Iberville St., McDonnel Group, LLC
$5.6 million, 417 Royal St., Brennan’s/Heather Rink
$3.7 million, 832 St. Charles Ave., 166 Jomela Corp/John
Georges
$3.1 million, 300 Bourbon St., Royal Sonesta
$1.5 million, 6823 St. Charles Ave., Roy Anderson Corp

Commercial permits

TOP RESIDENTIAL PERMITS

Parish
Jefferson
Orleans
St. Tammany

$682,000, 34 English Turn Dr., Jessica Allen
$572,000, 636 Camp St., Ian Dreyer
$480,000, 74 Harbour Town, Ct., Hoskin Homes, LLC
$395,000, 434 33rd St., Harry Baker Smith Architects
$370,000, 18 Arbor Circle, Decro Development

Parish
Jefferson
Orleans
St. Tammany

Value
$665.36 million
$189.34 million
$60.54 million

Residential permits
Value
$24.15 million
$71.57 million
$87.34 million

Source: Treen Report

Units
59
101
32

Average
$11.28 million
$1.87 million
$1.90 million

Units
120
398
419

Average
$201,250
$179,800
$208,450
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discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination. We will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. For more information, call the Louisiana Attorney General’s Ofﬁce at 1-800-273-5718.

Loan & Mortgage Prestige Preview
Lenders
Phone Numbers

30 Year

Fixed Conform
15-Year

MILLER HOME MORTGAGE, LLC
Ross L. Miller
(888) 277-0306
(504) 455-7002
FAX (504) 455-3722

3.375%
pts. 0
LIP 30
APR 3.656%

WHITNEY BANK
Angelique Russo
(800) 813-7346
FAX (504) 832-3534

3.5%
pts. 0.125
LIP 30
APR 3.672%

2.75%
pts. 0
LIP 30
APR 3.019%

3-5-7 Year
ARM

FHA

Comments & Other Programs
Contact Person

5 yr- 2.75%
pts. 0
LIP 30
APR 3.380%

3.25%
pts. 0
LIP 30
APR 4.735%

Miller Home Mortgage, LLC., is pleased to offer the Homestyle
Renovation Mortgage which is a 1-time closing purchase or refinance
& renovation loan. We have 20 years of experience lending on
residential property. Licensed in LA and Texas.
NMLS #69469

3.25%
pts. 0.000
LIP 30
APR 4.390%

• 30 year and 15 year conventional rates include 1% origination.
• Government rate DOES NOT include an origination.
• FHA APR does include annual MIP.
NMLS# 454781

CAPS- 1st 5
Annual 2, Life 5
2.875%
pts. 0.125
LIP 30
APR 3.009%

N/A

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY GUIDE
METAIRIE

Select Properties, Ltd.
Causeway Highrise
3421 N. Causeway Blvd., Met. Available up to 4,200 sq.ft.
Riverside Office Buildings I & II
6660 & 6620 Riverside Dr., Met. Available up to 9,500 sq.ft.
Medical Plaza I & II
3901 Houma Blvd., Met. Available up to 8,000 sq. ft.
Ronnie R. Rauber, CPM®
(504) 833-4494 | c: (504) 915-3689 | rrauber@selectpropertiesltd.com

To Place Your Ad in the

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY GUIDE
Call

MONIQUE SULLIVAN
504-293-9731
monique.suillivan@nopg.com

REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB) NO. 6000000759
PUMP STATION S-5A REPOWERING & AUTOMATION, RE-BID
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA
The Procurement Bureau of the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), B-1 Building, 3301
Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406, will receive sealed bids up to 2:30 p.m. opening time
on June 29, 2016 for the Pump Station S-5A Repowering & Automation project. This project includes, but
is not limited to, six (6) Fairbanks Morse Engines (FME) that shall be overhauled and modified for dual
fuel capability. All critical engine parts shall be inspected, serviced and replaced to return the engine to
a like new condition. Six pumping assemblies shall be refurbished, converting them to single shaft and
replacing all bearing assemblies. Six chain drives shall be refurbished, including replacing all bearings,
chains, sprockets, oil circulation pumps and piping, and cooling water piping with new equipment. All
station electrical equipment shall be updated to meet current code requirements to incorporate new and
refurbished equipment. The pump station control systems shall be upgraded to allow for automatic operation
of station systems. Controls. Controls shall be upgraded to allow for the station to be operated from a
central control room, from the Pump Station Control Cabinets, or remotely from District headquarters.
Existing rooms and mezzanine areas in maintenance area shall be demolished to construct a new control
area. The existing detached office is to be demolished and replaced with a new generator building which
will house two new emergency generators, replacing the two existing emergency generators. The existing
detached, pre-engineered metal storage building shall be replaced with a new pre-engineered metal building.
A new water line from the existing County main west of the S-5A site shall be installed into S-5A. The existing
discharge flap gates shall be replaced with new stainless steel flap gates. The existing bridge crane shall be
replaced with a new 25-ton bridge crane. Also, raw water system improvements, miscellaneous structural,
architectural, pressure grouting in basement, civil/site work and mechanical improvements are included.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on May 17, 2016 @ 9:00 AM, at the South Florida Water
Management District West Palm Beach Field Station, 801 Sansbury’s Way, Royal Palm Beach, FL,
33411. For directions call (561) 791-4100. A site visit will immediately follow.
All bids must conform to the instructions in the RFB. Interested respondents may obtain a copy of the
complete RFB (1) at the SFWMD West Palm Beach office on Gun Club Road; (2) by downloading the
solicitation from our website at www.sfwmd.gov; or (3) by calling (561) 682-6568 or (561) 682-2715. The
public is invited to attend the bid opening. Further information on the status of this solicitation can be
obtained on our web site - www.sfwmd.gov.

Rates listed in the above advertisements are based on a credit score
of 740, and a loan of $200,000,
with a loan to value of 80% for
conventional ﬁnancing and 96.5%
for FHA ﬁnancing. Jumbo loans
are based on credit score of 780
and loan amount of $500,000, with
a loan to value of 70%. The APR
may increase after consummation
and may vary. CityBusiness does
not guarantee the accuracy of the
information appearing above. All
information above is subject to
change without notice. The above
advertisers all pay a fee to be listed
in this table and provide sample
rates based on the given scenario
described here.
All real estate advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Ace and the Louisiana Open
Housing Act, which make it illegal
to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.
We will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is
in violation of the law. For more
information, call the Louisiana
Attorney General’s Ofﬁce at
1-800-273-5718.

Attention
All Loan &
Mortgage
Companies
If your company is interested
in participating or for answers
to any questions you may
have, please contact:

MONIQUE SULLIVAN
504-293-9731
monique.suillivan@nopg.com

The #1 Real Estate Office in the Metro Area For 2014 and 2015
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Mike Humphrey

Chuck Ives

Agent Leadership Council

504-756-3133

Bonnie LaNasa

504-508-9308

Lynn Morgan

Ansley Marshall

Ricky Lemman

504-460-6340

Middleton O’Malley

Stephen Nguyen

Margaret Oesterle

504-473-8320

504-579-4717

504-615-0500

Charlotte Viguerie
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Troy Barrios

504-628-4387

Stacy Dejan

504-432-6399

Celeste Marshall

504-220-8558

ABR, GRI, SRES, GREEN

Kim Rafferty

Anne Johnston

504-621-3909

504-430-3887

Agent Leadership Council

Agent Leadership Council

504-481-5343

Linda Roussel

504-452-6556

Margaret Villere

504-261-1552

Everett Beelman

504-908-3422

Jeff Doussan

504-296-7722

Maggie Sheehan

504-564-8615

Joey Walker

Agent Leadership Council

504-610-5637

Michele Beelman

504-908-3243

Polly Eagan

Richard Kimball

504-442-7244

Sarah Martzolf

Agent Leadership Council

504-261-5654

Agent Leadership Council

Miguel Soler

Meredith Strachan

504-236-8587

Sue Brausen

504-453-1815

Patti Faulder

Operating Principal

Agent Leadership Council

Agent Leadership Council

504-486-8144

504-862-4123

504-905-7473

504-655-5256

Chris Walther

Lesley Poché

Liz Tardo

504-723-4011

504-250-9053

Jennifer Fowler

504-432-7788

Julie Calhoun
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Agent Leadership Council

504-862-4122

Will Winebrenner

504-343-2150
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Let Our Top Professionals Help You Purchase or Sell Property

Keller Williams Realty New Orleans

Each office independently owned & operated

504-862-0100

504-220-3887

Todd Tedesco

Agent Leadership Council

504-352-3357

Daina Purpura

Ben Pourciau

504-881-3355

Agent Leadership Council

504-722-7189

504-236-0799

504-554-2888

504-259-2561

Ryan Wentworth

Digges Morgan

Carol Mendel

Seller Representative Specialist

504-458-1220

Agent Leadership Council

504-427-6292

Search NOLAHomes.com

Margaret Maxwell

Licensed in LA since 1997

Fred C Buras, CRS

Agent Leadership Council

Agent Leadership Council

504-491-2783

504-236-8478

Kelly Waltemath

504-616-5895

Donna Pisani

504-975-1833

Clint LaCour

Ashley Kostmayer

Gilbert Tellado

504-875-5143

Christopher Aguglia

504-250-0335

Patrick Christovich

504-610-5454

Terez Harris

Graduate Realtor Institute
Agent Leadership Council

Alison Grice Barrios

Agent Leadership Council

504-628-2373

Lupe Creech

Certified Residential Specialist

504-460-3516

Jamie Amdal Hughes

Agent Leadership Council

504-975-1033

504-913-0597

8601 Leake Ave., New Orleans 70118

Please visit us at kellerwilliamsneworleans.com

Source MLS through Broker Metrics
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449 BETZ PLACE • METAIRIE • $999,900

For the most discriminating buyer this
stunning corner unit in theParagon
is the ultimate in quality and design.
Features three balconies, gourmet
kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
SubZero, wine cooler, granite, marble
baths, walk-in closets and secure
parking. Great location; easy walk to
Art District, museums, restaurants.

6764 PONTCHARTRAIN BLVD • $669,000

600 PORT OF NEW ORLEANS PLACE • 3A • $2,250,000

Fabulous corner unit with panoramic views
from every room. Fantastic management
and staff keep this building beautifully
maintained. 24/7 security desk, new stateof-the-art fitness room, sauna, hot tub,
pool, entertainment suite for your use. Easy
access to the Hilton and Riverwalk. Don’t
miss this opportunity to live in one of New
Orleans’ most prestigious condo buildings!

Brand new! Fabulous open floor plan, wood
floors, master suite down, master bath with
shower and tub. Kitchen with granite, stainless
steel GE Profile appliances, custom cabinets,
butler’s pantry. 3 bedrooms and 2 baths up.
Washer and dryer included. Fenced yard,
electric gate, garage, covered porch.
Call for a private showing.

600 PORT OF NEW ORLEANS PLACE • 8E • $1,599,000

504-583-2792
gbach3@aol.com

Diamond Award
Top Producer
Over $60,000,000
sold in 2014-2015

Since 1916

430 Notre Dame
New Orleans, LA 70130
504-569-9300

700 SOUTH PETERS STREET • 213-214 • $2,300,000

Fabulous views of the river and the French
Quarter. Totally renovated with the best of
everything. Kitchen features limestone counter
tops, SubZero and Wood Mode cabinets.
Custom window coverings throughout. Bain
Ultra tub, separate shower in the master bath.
Closets by California Custom. Updated in 2007.
2 parking spaces, 24 hour security, valet, pool,
fitness room entertainment suite, separate storage area. Definitely a must see!

This amazing property is the only one
in the Warehouse District with 2 master
suites with super baths plus 2 additional
bedrooms. Huge kitchen with top of the
line appliances including SubZero, marble
counter tops, bar area with ice maker, wine
cooler. Wooden floors in huge great room,
floor to ceiling windows. Incredible location
close to restaurants, shopping, casino.

Incredible new construction designed by wellknown New Orleans Architect, William Sonner in
Metairie Club Gardens! House to be constructed
with 5,652 total square footage. Permit has been
approved to start construction. Kitchen finishes,
Sub zero, Wolfe range, stone counter tops all
TBD by purchaser. Master suite with adjoining
sitting room/study, large family room with French
Doors to sunroom and separate screened porch.
Purchasers still have time to put their personal
touch into this amazing home!

The ultimate in design, quality and construction.
This home was built w/state of the art systems
including the Smart Home System. Fabulous
home for entertaining with a tremendous great
room, kitchen, dining, bar area, high ceilings,
large master suite w/his & her closet & exercise
room. First class media room w/stadium seating.
Master & guest room down, 2 bd/2 ba up plus
den area. Screened loggia,
in-ground pool overlooking park. Generator.

315 IONA STREET • METAIRIE • $2,062,398
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900 SOUTH PETERS • $1,333,500

Beautiful home on corner lot in Metairie
Club Gardens with many upgrades.
Custom gourmet kitchen. 4 bedrooms, 3
full baths and 2 half baths. Master suite
with Jacuzzi tub, separate steam shower,
workout room and 2 walk-in closets.
Guest room with separate entrance. 2
fireplaces, roof replaced in 2014.

Glennda
Bach

59

30 FOREST OAKS DRIVE • NEW ORLEANS • $1,359,000

Regan Kane • regankane@bellsouth.net • Cell: 228-363-0331 • www.johnmcdonaldrealty.com

$399,000

$555,000

$375,000

$625,000

103 Boardman
Bay St. Louis, MS

417 North Beach Blvd
Waveland, MS

Blue Meadow
Bay St. Louis, MS

551 Sandy Hook Drive
Pass Christian, MS

SPACIOUS 3BR HOME, WITH MAJESTIC
OAKS AND SPECTACULAR VIEWS OF
THE BAY. Home is one of only eight homes
in a private compound. This home is sold
fully furnished, with common swimming
pool, lighting fishing pier and personal
boat slip. 10’ ceilings, oak floors and stainless appliances. A must see!

IMMACULATE 3BR/3BA CUSTOM BUILT
HOME. Constructed in 2013. Amazing
panoramic views of the gulf! Custom cabinets
throughout, quartz countertops, cathedral
ceilings, exposed wood beams, woodburning fireplace, stainless appliances, spacious
rooms, high ceilings, swimming pool,
located on large lot! Type: 2 Story Style:
Acadian.

PRIME PROPERTY WITH DEEP WATER
ON TWO SIDES. 90’ of river frontage on
the Jourdan river and 582’ on a deep water canal. Property is cleared and ready
to develop. Could be gourgeous homesite or potentially could be developed in
mulitple home sites. Lots of live oaks and
property is close to Old Town!

ONE OF THE PREMIER LOTS ON SANDY HOOK DRIVE!! Bulkheaded, 136’
of bay frontage. Incredible panoramic
views of the bay. Four additional lots to
be conveyed, these lots are ideal for an
additional home, storage, etc. County
owns adjacent property to be preserved
as greenspace. Rare opportunity!

Opening Doors
Since 1935

117 Highway 90
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
Office: 228.467.5500
Fax: 228.466.3855

REDUCED: $525,000

$790,000

$525,000

$435,000

202 Old Bay Ln
Bay St. Louis, MS

904 Beach Blvd
Bay St. Louis, MS

5024 Annunciation Rd
Kiln, MS

808 W. Beach Blvd
Pass Christian, MS

STUNNING CUSTOM BUILT HOME.
Designer upgrades throughout. Effortless
entertaining. Beautiful kitchen with fireplace.
2 Master suites: 1 up with wet bar, 1 down
is handicap accessible. Study & office. High
ceilings, walk in closets. Surround sound and
security syst. Sprinkler syst. Courtyard.
Dbl garage.

WATERFRONT HOME RIGHT ON THE BAY!
Enjoy breathtaking views from front porch!
Beautiful new construction. Chef’s kitchen,
hardwood floors. Master BR suite on main
level. 2BR/1BA upstairs with bonus room.
Gated community with pool. Sale includes
interest in community pier and assigned boat
slip with 10K lb lift.

SOUTHERN LIVING AT ITS FINEST! Built in
1859 this historic Acadian home boasts 12’
ceilings, hardwood floors, 4 fireplaces, and a
gracious front porch. Enjoy the chef’s kitchen
with butler’s pantry. Two master suites
downstairs. 2BR/2 Full BA upstairs. 3 acres
with ozonator system pool & dbl garage.

ENJOY STUNNING WATERFRONT VIEWS
AND COOL GULF BREEZES FROM THIS
BEAUTIFUL 4.8 ACRE ESTATE OVERLOOKING
THE MISSISSIPPI SOUND. This well maintained
property is filled with stately oaks. Front
entrance on W Beach Blvd (HWY 90), gated
side entrance on Cedar Ave, and gated
entrance/drive on Everett St.

Jeanne Baxter • Jeannewbaxter@gmail.com • Cell 228.493.6096 • www.johnmcdonaldrealty.com
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NEW LISTING!!!

2 PUBLIC AUCTIONS
SATURDAY • MAY 14, 2016 • 10AM

St. Bernard Project • 8324 Parc Place, Chalmette
They’ve Moved, Remaining Items to be Sold

404 Twin River Drive
Covington, LA
Located in an Exclusive Gated Community.
Elegance, warmth and a superior renovation are
what await you at this impeccable home. The sellers
have recently added a gorgeous pool. The antique
heart pine floors will be appreciated in the living,
dining & 4 upstairs bedrooms. Downstairs you will
find the master w/ a designer bath. Kitchen features
granite, top of the line appliances & Old Chicago
brick floors.

PLEASE
CALL ME TODAY!

2201 Pelican, Slidell, LA

Three bedrooms, two baths, cathedral ceiling and fireplace. Corner
lot. In Ozone Woods, convenient to Northshore Blvd and all
amenities. New paint, new carpet,

Priced to sell fast at $119,500.

35547 Devon,
Slidell, LA

Three BR/2 Bath, new
appliances in kitchen,
never lived in. Bank
owned property.
Make your offer now
before rates go up!

ML#2034914

56.08 Acres, Gause West, Slidell, LA

Development parcel zoned A-2 on Gause West (Hwy 190), near
Mayfield Elementary. Triangular shaped with 379.08’ plus on Hwy.
190 x 2744’ deep.
Survey, wetlands on file.

Ellen Berry

103 Beau Chene Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 70471
office (985) 845-2001
mobile (504) 220-0486
email ellen.berry@cbtec.com

ML#984127

PENNY MUTZ, BROKER

www.ellenberry.net

Let Us Be Your Real Estate Team

Sencore Properties
101 Magnolia Street, Slidell, LA 70460
(985) 646-2518 / (800)340-2185

Licensed by the LA & MS Real Estate Commissions

www.servcorpii.com

6033 Camp $1,279,000

(504) 866-2785 (Office)
(504) 581-5263 (Home)
(504) 450-1904 (Cell)
(504) 427-5899 (Cell)

twolane@bellsouth.net
Merritt Lane, BRC

Nickie Lane

• Life Member of Top of the
Latter Club

• 50 years acquiring/
managing real estate &
investment property.

• Life Member Million $ Club
• 30 years licensed real estate
agent

• Commercial Real
Estate, Office Leasing, Sales
& property management.

• 2002-2015 Sales $200+
Million

Warm & charming custom home in a prime location near Audubon Park. Living
& dining rooms have wide pine flrs while handsome herringbone brick flrs run
through the foyer, study, family room w/ fireplace and Lagarde eat-in kitchen
w/Wolf, Miele & Subzero appliances. 4 spacious corner bedrms, 3 full baths
+ Lots of storage. Fabulous 1,019 sq. ft. 1/1 two story guest house included
in Living area. Off str parking w/carport. Large yard w/ample room for pool.

Latter & Blum, ERA Powered is Independently Owned & Operated.

6031 Garfield $2,695,000

Inspection: Fri, May 13th from 9AM to 3PM
New Bath Tubs & Jacuzzi’s, Doors, Frames, (3) 40-Ft
Shipping Containers, ’91 Ford F350 Flatbed, ’98 Ford E250
Van, Sling Blades, Desks & Chairs, Hammers, Nails, Copper
Fittings, PVC Fittings, Trim Molding & Quarter Round,
Generators, Air Compressors, Flue Pipe & Vents, Wind
Turbines, Drywall Compound, Drills & Sawszall’s, Flood
Lights, Nuts, Bolts, Pipe Fittings, Kitchen & Bath Faucets,
Wrenches & Pliers, Leaf Blowers, Ceiling Fans, Portable AC
Units & More! 10% Buyer’s Premium applies, $25 Notary
Fee applies. All items must be removed by Tue, May 17th by
3PM or is considered abandoned.

WEDNESDAY • MAY 18, 2016

St. Tammany Parish Coroner’s Office
Toxicology Laboratory Equipment & Fixtures
ONLINE ONLY TIMED AUCTION on Bidspotter.com

No Onsite Bidding • No Inspection is permitted at this time
Items located at 65278 Hwy 434, Lacombe
Flow Sciences Flow Hood with Filter & Blower, Tecan
Hydroflex Columbus Strip Washer 8, Nova Biomedical Nova
16 Electrolyte Analyzer w/Battery Backup, ITC AvoXimeter
4000 Whole Blood Co-Oximeter w/Filters & Printer, UTC 16port Vacuum Manifold System, Nalgenne Test Tube Holders,
UTC 24-Port Vacuum Manifold System, VWR Digital 4 Block &
2 Block Heaters, (3) Thermo Scientific Lab Quake Tube
Rockers, Rocker Scientific Rocker 400 Vacuum Pump,
Biotage Caliper Life Sciences TurboVap LV Concentration
Workstation, Perkins Elmer Clarus 500 Gas Chromatograph
w/Perkins Elmer TurboMatrix HS40 Headspace AutoSampler,
Tecan Sunrise Microplate Reader, Agilent 6890N Gas
Chromatograph G1530N w/Agilent 7694 Headspace Sampler
G1290B, Shimadzu HPLC Communications Bus Module
w/HPLC Column Oven, Degasser, Pumps, Autosampler,
Reservoir Tray, Extra Sample Tray, AB SCIEX 3200 Q-Trap
Triple Mass Spectrometer, Viran Triple MS Rough Pump, &
Dell Computer System, Peak Scientific Nitrogen Gas
Generator, Whatman Mini Uniprep Compressor 6, Fisher
Scientific MiniRoto Vortexers, (2) Labconco Flaskscrubbers,
Thermo Scientific Hamilton SafeAire II Fume Hood, Metal
Work Bench Workstations, Elga Purelab Ultra, Hamilton
Microlab 500 Series Driver & Controller Unit, Fisherbrand
Motorized Pipette Filler & More! The majority of the items were
moderately used and well maintained. Special terms apply.
15% Buyer’s premium applies to online auctions
Go to www.bidspotter.com click on Auctions, search for
ServCorp under Auctioneers to register & begin bidding.
Bidding opened Apr 28th and Lots will begin closing at 1PM on
May 18th in 1-minute increments with extended bidding active
until no bids are received for 2-minutes
All items are sold “as is, where is”, no warranty expressed or
implied. Some items may be subject to confirmation.

ServCorp Int’l, Inc. • (800) 340-2185

www.servcorpii.com • www.slidellauction.com

101 Magnolia St. • Slidell, LA 70460 • B. Mutz, LA 1467-16

479 Audubon $2,900,000
FEATURED COMMERCIAL SPACES

2301 WILLIAMS BLVD., Kenner
2,100 SF former law office in well-maintained office building
 Current pricing special: $15/SF/Year for first year of three year lease term
4500 YORK, Metairie
 Approx. 1,000 SF & 1,650 SF professional offices near Clearview and I-10
 Second floor suites with elevator access, move-in ready
7910 WEST MAIN STREET, Houma
 Various sized suites available in Whitney Bank building, downtown Houma
 Prime location with high traffic volume, centrally located near Courthouse
2540 BELLE CHASSE HIGHWAY, Gretna
 Approx. 12,500 SF former Perque Flooring adjacent to Ochsner Westbank
 Space is immediately available for retail/commercial use
 Approx.

Fabulous renovation with addition of space! Superb plan w/spacious rooms,
high ceilings, large windows, fab wood flrs, custom molding. High end finishes
throughout. Living Rm w/fireplace & Dining Rm adjoin well-furnished Wet Bar.
Huge Great Room with fireplace and high end kitchen has French Doors opening
onto front & rear porches. Playroom overlooks porch & yard. Master includes
sitting area, luxe bath, 3 large closets w/built-ins. All bedrooms have connecting
baths. SPECIAL!

Superbly finished home. Lovely moldings, medallions, wood floors, beautiful
windows, lots of light, super views. Great plan & flow. Gourmet kitchen w/
custom cabinets, island, pantry, dining area. Den w/working fireplace. LR &
Den open to side yard, Kitchen to patio/pool. Master w/seating area, luxe bath,
3 walk-in closets. All bedrms adjoin attractive baths & have ample closets. Situated on parklike grounds - fab 1,100 SF guesthouse, patio/pool, 3 car garage,
side yard w/fountain/mature trees.

Contact us for more details!
Southshore Office
(504) 229-4861
emily@tsgrealestate.com

tsgr e al e sta te .c om

Offices in Metairie and Mandeville.
Licensed by the Louisiana Real Estate
Commission.
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Platinum Awards, President’s Circle 1995-2015

504-237-8615

Charlottedorion3@gmail.com

504-451-4274

cwdorion@gardnerrealtors.com

Location + Price + Condition + Staging = SOLD
We will give you tips and ideas on staging your home
to sell your house fast!

JUST REDUCED! HOT MARKET!

536 Nashville Ave
$1,600,000 • 5 beds - 4 baths

shpricesold@gmail.com

2505 Joseph Street
$599,000 • Duplex 4 beds - 4 baths

g
Darlin

SKYE & SUSAN PRICE
SPECIALIZING IN:
M E TA I R I E C LU B
GA R DENS
U P T OW N
OL D M E TA I R I E
GA R DEN DISTR ICT
LAKEVIEW

(504) 891-6400

New Orleans CityBusiness May 13 - 26 , 2016

8 RAVENNA
LN,~NATCHEZ,
1100
Main Street
$340,000 ~MISSISSIPPI
Natchez, MS

Two PRICES
for the price of one

Charlotte
Chris
Hailey-Dorion Dorion

61

LOCATION, Beautiful historic
Victorian circa 1900’s located in
Famous downtown Natchez. Close to
restaurants, antique shops and other
historic plantations. Lovingly cared for
and meticulously maintained home
with 4 LARGE Bedrooms, LIBRARY
and SUNROOM. Charming front
PORCHES for entertaining and French
Quarter Style Court Yard. Off street
parking for two vehicles Perfect for
primary home or pied-á-terre!

-Terre
Pied-á

SKYE PRICE
Realtor

(504) 388-7593
SUSAN HURTH PRICE
GRI, ABR, CRS
2014 President’s Club

(504) 908-3317

Specializing in luxury, historic
and investment real estate.

504.722.7640 • TriciaKing.com
891-6400

Platinum Award Winners

333 Julia Street #206
$340,000
Condominium 2 beds - 2 baths

7331 S. Claiborne Ave.
$399,000 • 2 beds - 2 baths

Price
New

2321 State St.
$520,000 • 2 beds - 2 baths

53 Fairway Oaks Dr.
Only $75,000 • English Turn

1000 ST CHARLES Avenue. • $997,000

1433 PHILLIP ST. • $3,350,000

Luxurious penthouse overlooking Lee Circle.
Views of parades. 1294 sq ft terrace great for
entertaining, sophisticated condo near Ogden,
CAC, D-Day Museum. Marble floors, 10' ceilings,
marble bath, glass enclosed showers. Granite
countertops, stainless appliances. Garage
parking, elegant finishes, rare opportunity for a
unique living experience. Beautiful views.

Magnificent Garden District raised Center
Hall Cottage on fantastic grounds. Private
2bedrm/2bath guest house featuring large
entertainment area with French doors leading
to beautiful pool, built-in BBQ, spacious fenced
grounds w/putting green, large fountain,
parking area for 5 or more cars.

PICAYUNE - POPLARVILLE, MS
529 W Lakeshore
An urban paradise in the heart of the city,

1201 CANAL CONDOMINIUMS

offers a unique combination of upscale
amenities rarely found in New Orleans.

In Hide-A-Way Lake! This custom built beauty features soaring ceilings that lead to a
cupola with multiple windows; huge family room with lake views; open concept
kitchen with stainless appliances, custom cabinets & granite counters; 21' x 26' deck
with a fantastic view of the lake; huge covered patio & a master suite to die for! A
must see if you're looking for a lakefront home with character to spare! $310,000.
MLS 167100.

Bruce Kammer
Broker

Country
Properties, Inc

Cell: (601) 463-0721
Office: (601) 798-7942

Own a piece of New Orleans history!
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Your #1
Realtor!

A stylish contemporary two story cypress house and pool on a horse farm with
99 acres of rolling hills, garage apartment hunting camp, 16 stall steel barn, tack
room, two stocked ponds, smokehouse and refrigeration building....a hunters
and fisherman's paradise. 4 miles off I-55 at state line. Huge screened porches,
| country living.
lots of live oaks, generator, Viking and Bosch make this fine

CALL ME TODAY for a FREE
Market Analysis of Your Home!

CAROLYN TALBERT

504-330-0901

WWW.CAROLYNTALBERT.COM

5054 Old Mill Rd Osyka, Mississippi

Please check our website for all our listings...
www.ernestocaldeira.com
455-0100

Metairie Office
Licensed Realtors in the State of LA.
Independently owned & operated.

Ernesto Caldeira • 504.523.1553 • ernestocaldeira@aol.com
David Abner Smith • 504.495.2387 • dasalpha@aol.com

www.sothebyrealty.com

504.944.3605

1201 Canal Condominiums is located in the former
Krauss Department Store building on Canal Street, the
widest main street in America, at its famous intersection
with Basin Street, the birthplace of Jazz. One block from
the French Quarter, the Central Business District, and
the Medical District, 1201 Canal is truly in the heart of
everything. The best New Orleans has to offer is at your
doorstep, incredible food, music, shopping, history, culture,
and amenities within walking distance of 1201 Canal.

Call Today to schedule a private tour

504.302.2503 ext. 5

Free Valet Parking – Enter on Basin St.

www.1201canal.com
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Brooke Arthurs

5414 Bellaire Dr • $985,000

929 Barracks St • $1,875,000

N.O. Top Agent for 2000- 2011

Special Home on Double Lot

Spectacular Property

Spectacular One of a kind home in Lakewood South! Come thru
the gate into a lushly landscaped courtyard with a lovely water
feature. The house has a soaring 35 foot ceiling with stone fireplace
in the Great Room. The open floor plan is light filled and versatile.
The house is built to commercial grade standards. Fabulous for
entertaining with a swimming pool, hot tub, Guest house and lovely
outdoor entertaining spaces.

Spectacular Property…Circa 1819 blue rated historic masonry
Creole cottage in the heart of the French Quarter across the street a
beautiful park. Beautifully renovated in 2010, with a main house, a
Guest House, 2 courtyards and heated salt water pool. An option for
parking exists.

Direct: 259-8311
Office: 866-2785

7701 St. Charles Ave. • $695,000

FOR SALE NOW!!!

Best Buy on the Avenue
Live on St. Charles Avenue! This 3 bedroom 3 bath house has 2,448
sq. feet of living area and a 2 car garage. The beautiful courtyard and
balconies make outdoor living and entertaining a dream. There is a
gas fireplace in the den and first floor bedroom and full bath. This
house has an amazing amount of storage. Come see it today!

2912 Calhoun St. - OPEN THIS SUNDAY 1 TO 3 ........................ $485,000
5414 Bellaire Dr. - FAB NEW LISTING .......................................... $985,000
271 Sauve Rd. - MID CENTURY MODERN ................................. $749,000
7701 St. Charles Ave. - GREAT PATIO, 2 CAR GARAGE ........... $695,000
5211 Annunciation - FANTASTIC HOUSE .................................. $635,000
929 Barracks St - SPECTACULAR PROPERTY ........................ $1,875,000
4904 S. Robertson St. - SOLD ........................................................... $349,000
1019 Foucher St - SOLD ................................................................... $795,000
357 Brockenbraugh Court - SOLD ............................................... $1,885,000
5668 Bancroft Drive - SOLD .......................................................... $2,995,000
6125 Hurst St. - SOLD ....................................................................... $469,000
54 Beresford Drive - SOLD ............................................................ $2,950,000
5340 Pitt Street - SOLD .................................................................. $1,595,000
28 Newcomb Blvd. - SOLD ............................................................ $1,250,000
6233 LaSalle - SOLD ....................................................................... $1,150,000
1456 Camp - SOLD ......................................................................... $1,595,000
1236 First St. - SOLD ...................................................................... $2,995,000
217 Audubon Blvd. - SOLD ........................................................... $2,995,000
5608-10 Camp St. - SOLD ................................................................. $425,000

5211 Annunciation • $635,000

Great New Price
This 3 year old house has an open floor plan that give the entire house
a bright and airy feel. The Chef ’s kitchen has Kitchen Aid stainless steel
appliances, marble countertops and an extra large island. The kitchen
opens to the den and dining area for a great entertaining space. The
downstairs Master Suite is a large space with a beautiful marble and
glass bath with custom tile work. There are 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1 half
bath and 2,167 sqft of living area.

Letty Rosenfeld, GRI, CRS
Specializing in Uptown,
Lakefront and Old
Metairie Properties
Since 1916

Cell 236-6834
Office 866-2785

4145 Vendome Place $550,000
Gracious Georgian home on prestigious tree-lined street has an elegant entrance foyer with stairway, stunning living room with carved
marble mantel, and light-filled dining room with oversized window
overlooking huge back yard. Beautiful wood floors throughout, 9
foot ceilings, large windows, crown molding. Charming den has
built-in bookshelves and cabinets. Spacious master bedroom with
closet and private tile bath. Built in 1939 by famed architect Paul
Charbonnet. Garage is entered from Octavia St.

e-mail: lerelest@aol.com
Website: www.lettyrosenfeld.com

7922 Freret $760,000
Elegant Uptown University area Victorian with pine floors,
10.5 foot ceilings, crown molding, dining room with beautiful marble mantel, charming den with 2 sets of built-in bookshelves and cabinets, breakfast room with china cabinet, 4
corner bedrooms, 2.5 baths, back porches up and down,
large rear yard, driveway. 2678 square feet living area.

Showroom/Ofﬁce/Warehouse

Just off Veterans Blvd. near Lakeside Mall
Owner Financing
3025 Edenborn Ave,
Metairie, LA 70002

351 Carrollton Avenue
$519,000

Fantastic new 3b/2.5ba townhome in convenient
location off Metairie Road. Thoughtfully designed
with impeccable attention to quality. Well-appointed
upgrades create a comfortable space with a beautiful clean and sleek look. Amenities include gourmet
kitchen, bar with wine cooler, fenced in back yard
and garage parking. Master suite featuring spacious
bath with glass enclosed shower, separate tub and
double vanity sink. 2,550 sq. ft.

127 Hwy 22 East
Madisonville, LA
$380,000

Lovely riverfront townhome in gated community.
2 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 2 half bathrooms,
covered parking and private boat slip. This unit
features brightly updated baths/kitchen and a
spectacular view of the cypress lined Tchfuncte
River. A must see!

Bailey
Blossman,
Realtor

Licensed by the Louisiana Real Estate Commission

Cell (985) 774-8938
Office (985) 626-5695
Email: bblossman@latterblum.com
www.baileyblossman.latterblum.com

General Information
Building Size: approx. 12,600 SF
including mezzanine area
Lot Size: approx. 60’x210’

Please contact Mike Wolford at
504-915-7703 for more information
about this property.

Mike Wolford

DON RANDON REAL ESTATE,INC.
mwolford@bellsouth.net

The information contained herein was obtained from sources deemed reliable,
but Don Randon Real Estate, Inc. does not guarantee it’s accuracy.
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Stevie &
Bob Mack
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Creating a Higher Standard of
Excellence in Real Estate

steviemack@latterblum.com
For more photos go to steviemack.net

Office: 985.626.5687

#1 Greater New Orleans area Top Producer
as recognized in CityBusiness for 2006-2009
#1 St. Tammany Parish Sales 2002-2010

985.630.1934
or 985.630.9101

Since 1916

1151 North Causeway Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 70471

www.StevieMack.net

RANKED #1 REAL ESTATE PRODUCERS IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

Latter & Blum, ERA Powered is Independently
Owned & Operated.

801 St Joseph Street ~ $449,000

This is a stylish 2 bedroom/2 bath condo in a convenient Warehouse District location.
Exposed brick wall and huge windows with Houston shutters in living area open to large
kitchen with European cabinets, SS appliances, granite countertops, built in wine fridge
and pantry. Master suite has two oversized closets and bath with spacious spa tub. Enjoy
the pool, work out room and secure garage parking

Kelli Wright, ABR
Licensed by the Louisiana Real Estate Commission

Cell 504-613-7902 • Office 504-866-2785
www.KelliWright.latter-blum.com

143 Dunleith Lane, Mandeville, LA

Beautiful French Country style home featuring hardwood floors, high
ceilings, formal dining room, great room with double sided fireplace,
large gourmet kitchen with granite counters, large backyard, 4 bd, 3
ba, 3130 living sq. ft.

137 Acadian Lane, Mandeville, LA

Exquisite home professionally decorated in Beau Chene on the Golf
Course featuring outdoor kitchen and living area with fireplace,
upstairs game room and Beau Chene Club Membership shall be
transferred with the sale of the house, 4bd, 3 & ½ ba, 5086 living sq. ft.

717 Tunica Bend, Covington, LA

Vacation all year in this fabulous home in Natchez Trace, stunning view of
pool from the living room wall of windows, study, dining room, butler pantry,
kitchen with granite counters, master suite, large patio, grill area, pergola
with fireplace, 5bd, 3 & ½ ba, 4610 living sq. ft.

A Legacy of Success… A History of Results...

Folsom—Park lane
"A River Runs Through It"
This property is a perfect full time home
Licensed LA, USA
or weekend get-a-way! Spectacular
views overlooking the Little Tchefuncta.
It boasts high ceilings, fireplaces in the
great room, keeping room & master suite
Diane LaPlace
as well as lovely bamboo floors, 24” tiles,
(985)502-7103
custom cabinets throughout, wine cooler,
& more. Barely lived in…
This home is a true jewel!

949 Grand Turk Ct. • Covington • Natchez Trace
MLS# 2055443 / 3 beds / 2.5 baths / 2,288 sq. ft.
$435,000
Alluring and one of a kind Garden Home, custom built from the ground up. Brick and
wrought iron courtyard with fountain, 11 ft. ceilings, hand scraped hickory oak floors, granite
countertops, kitchen work island-pullouts, drawers, master suite-sitting area, surround sound,
custom fireplace mantel. Lagniappe: Plantation shutters and fabulous brick screen in porch!

laplace@teamlaplace.com

Cindi Raymond
985-966-1844
cindi@cbtec.com

103 Beau Chene Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 985-845-2001 ext 129

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Each office is independently Owned &
Operated
985-727-7103

Visit www.dianelaplace.com for a Free Market Snapshot of properties in your area!

CRS

More than just a Realtor!
(c) 504.343.6683 (o) 504.895.4663

Local Home Financing

Meeting Your Needs at Today’s
Low Rates!
• Conventional • Investment properties
• Jumbo
• Construction loans
• FHA/VA
• Second mortgages
• Lines of credit •Renovation loans

Only 3 Left!

2833 ST CHARLES AVE

T 504-310-2873 || C 504-909-7067
2900 Ridgelake Ave. || Metairie, LA 70002
connie.fernandez@iberiabankmortgage.com Connie Fernandez
Vice President/Mortgage
www.iberiabank.com/connie-fernandez
Executive || NMLS #699391

IBERIABANK Mortgage Company, NMLS #362451. Financing subject to approval, including credit approval.
Some restrictions may apply. Other programs available. Program conditions subject to change without notice.

1224 ST CHARLES AVE
$24

9,0

www.1224StCharles.com

Virtual Tour: www.CabanaClubGardens.com
36 beautifully renovated 1 and 2 bedroom condos
on the parade route, from $209,000-$339,000

00

Fabulous Mardi Gras pad in the Lower Garden District. Fantastic 2nd floor,
Corner Unit w/ windows on the Avenue! Walk to some of New Orleans’
finest restaurants! Reno’d in 2010 w/ cherry wood floors throughout,
marble bath, granite counters and SS appls in the kitchen. Large walk-in
closet, deeded, secure off-street parking, storage unit, great fitness room
and wonderful courtyard w/ hot tub! Condo fee inc cable and all utilities.

Reinvented from the inside out.
Reinvented from the outside in.

T:10”

Introducing the all-new GLC. Whatever your vantage point, the GLC is a
game-changer. From its showstopping exterior to its technology-filled cabin. From a
suite of intelligent assistance systems that think, monitor and adjust as you drive
to an infotainment system so smart, it can read your handwriting. “All-new” in every
possible sense, the GLC resets the bar for the luxury SUV. MBUSA.com/GLC

THE 2016

GLC

STARTING AT

$

38,950*

Mercedes-Benz of New Orleans • 3727 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Metairie, LA • (504) 456-3727
2016 GLC 300 shown in Iridium Silver metallic paint with optional equipment. *MSRP excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep. Options, model availability and actual dealer
price may vary. See dealer for details. ©2016 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers
For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

