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Who knows Homes more than Better Homes & Gardens?

We do! Two timeless classics together at last!
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate. Finally, a Real Estate
company that specializes in your most valuable asset, Your Home!
Partnered with a name you’ve welcomed into your home for almost
100 years. Now in the North State, with offices in Chico, Paradise
Oroville & Magalia, and we’ll help you get moved there!
6141 Center St, Paradise CA 95969
14154 Skyway, Magalia CA 95954
1600 Mangrove Ave #100, Chico CA 95926
1453 Downer St, Ste B, Oroville CA 95965
BHGRealEstate530.com • 530-961-3400
DRE #01950098

Interested in a knowing more? Email info@BHGRealEstate530.com
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Do you need a moving truck after your purchase or sale? We have one you can
use for free! Ask your local BHGRE Welcome Home Realtor for more details!
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Paradise Elks
Lodge rises
from the ashes

________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

PARADISE -- The Paradise Elks Lodge is back
in business. The lodge reopened in January more
than three years after the structure was destroyed
in the Camp Fire in 2018.
The new 14,700-square-foot building cost $4.2
million to build, said Paradise Elks Lodge Exalted
Ruler Barry Avakian. It is a single-story building unlike the original which was two stories. He
noted that had the Elks wanted to build a twostory structure it would have needed to be engineered and would have doubled the cost of the
rebuild.
The new lodge has a commercial-grade kitchen, the same floor space as the previous building
had, that the public could rent for use for things
like weddings, dances and other school functions.
In fact, Avakian says they’ve already started
booking events at the new site.
“We already have four weddings booked,” he
said,
He said the new space will save the Elks
money on electricity and water and, while it looks
bigger it isn’t, the roof is higher than the previous
building was over that space.
“This is this gonna be a very self-sufficient
lodge.”
Avakian said it is 50 feet by 100 feet. Just like
the previous building renters have the opportunity to cut the space in half if they don’t need the
full space to rent.
Those who rent the space will enter the building from the front while members access the lodge
from the back of the building. Those who rent the
space will also get a new outside patio area to use.
Avakian said that space is also available for
members to use in the event of COVID, they also
have the ability because of the outlets to have all
of them cookware all of their refrigerators come
outside in the event that they can only serve members outside.
“We have a hookup or everything here from
refrigeration; we have gas on the other side; there
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Exalted Ruler of Paradise Elks Lodge Barry Avakian shows oﬀ the
Paradise Elks’ new state-of-the-art commercial kitchen, which includes
this refrigerator Friday, Feb. 4, 2022 in Paradise, California. The site
also has a freezer on site. The kitchen is part of a $4.2 million rebuild
of the Elks Lodge oﬀ of Elks Lane in Paradise the original building was
destroyed in the 2018 Camp Fire.

is a gas line going down,” Avakian said. “So we
don’t have to use this inside if something happens
we can bring all the cookware.”
Avakian said they’ll be able to serve drinks and
have the outlet to cook food outside, and there’s
a place for a TV. He also hopes to bring Paradise
Rotary back to the Elks where that club held meetings previous to the Camp Fire. However, the club
recently began meeting at Cozy Diner.
For weddings, there will be a place for the
groomsmen and the groom to gather before the
wedding -- Avakian calls it a man’s cave. The
room has a card table for use.
There is also a much larger ladies lounge for
the bridal party to use in the next room. Avakian
said they’ve yet to put in a shed and they will
soon be putting the blinds up for that room.
There are also bathrooms right near the ladies’
lounge and the “man cave.”
Members areas
When members, of which 28 new ones came
in over opening weekend, come into the building
they will see the old Elks Lodge sign that was part
of the original building hanging over the bar’s
entryway. The sign survived the fire although it
does have signs of fire damage on it.
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Also in the entryway of the newly
rebuilt Paradise Elks Lodge is a case
holding remnants of the old building
that survived the 2018 Camp Fire.

Avakian said they are now getting ready to put
in the new tables they’ve received for the bar area.
Also in the entryway for members is a glass
cabinet that has on display items from the previous building that survived the fire. Among the
things that survived the fire was the Bible that
Avakian said was on the altar.
The Bible also sustained fire damage, but
Avakian said that it didn’t burn in the fire. He also
noted that some of the jewelry lodge members
wore survived the fire in is within the cabinet.
The new building also has a copy of the original charter of the Elks in Paradise that goes back
to March 1957.
The site also has a new commercial-grade
kitchen that Avakian called a 100% improvement
over the previous kitchen. The new kitchen has
more stoves in which to cook food and is open for
rental.
The kitchen also has walk-in freezers and
refrigerators for use.
The new improved site has 21 RV sites that
members from all across the country can use, at a
cost of about $30 per night. It will include electricity, septic tank access and Wi-Fi.
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19 years waiting: New gym
opens at Paradise High
________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

PARADISE — It had been promised since 2002 and now it’s here.
When the Paradise High School
varsity girls basketball team opened
the 2021 basketball season it was the
first game in Paradise High’s new
gymnasium.
The first point never scored in the
gym was by Alyssa Weinberger
Later in 2021, both the boys and
girls teams played a full season of
basketball that culminated in midFebruary 2022
The gym, simply named the
Green Gym, is 61 percent larger
than the old one. That gym — now
called the Gold Gym — stands next
to newly paved outdoor basketball
courts that also have pickleball
courts within them.
The new gym has been in the
making since voters approved
Measure E in the 2002 election,
which was to take Measure M
money from 1994, which re-appropriated funds from Measure M
to buy land in Magalia for a high
school, create community playfields
on the Upper Ridge, install air
conditioning at Pines Elementary
School, build a multi-purpose
gym and cafeteria at Paradise
Intermediate School and build a new
gym at Paradise High.
However, the proponents campaigned largely on a new gym at the
high school. But now, thanks in part
to a new bond passed just two days
before the Camp Fire and to the
state funds, the project is done.
Assistant Superintendent David
McCready said that the new build-
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Workers put the ﬁnishing touches on the ﬂoor at Paradise High's new Gym on
Thursday in Paradise

ing will seat 1,175 people and
another 1,137 on the floor. It also has
brand new trophy cases to house all
of the school’s trophies, a new snack
bar and brand new bathrooms.
Visitors will see a “P” on the floor
as walk into the foyer before they
enter the gym. There is a brand new
speaker system and the floor which
has some spring to them.
Athletic Director Anne Steans
said that they plan on only using
one side of the bleachers while keeping the players of both teams and
the press table on the other side of
the gym — unless the crowd size
demands it.
A view Thursday of the new
Paradise High Green Gym in
Paradise with the seats pulled out.
The gym is 61 percent larger than
the old gym, which is now called the
Gold Gym.
The players have already seen

their new home court Monday when
the first practice was held, and
Stearns said players arrived an hour
early just to see it.
“For me, it’s just been excited to
see the kids on Monday, and I asked
them who would score the first
basket,” she said. “About four kids
raised their hands.”
She said that while she’s excited
for Saturday’s game, it’s next year
that she’s looking forward to.
“I am more excited for next year
when it’s a true season and we have
1,175 fans in here,” she said, adding
that as it is, they can allow up to 33
percent capacity because of COVID19 restrictions.
Those tickets are already hot
items and Stearns said she’s received
multiple calls from former Bobcats
seeking tickets to the first game
between Paradise and Durham.
“We’re excited to have fans back,

Alyssa Winebarger scored the ﬁrst
point ever at the new Paradise High
School gym with a free throw.

but first and foremost, we want to
get parents of athletes here and to
be able to part of something that
they’ve been waiting for the whole
year,” she said. “Hopefully sooner
than later, we can get everybody in
here.”
Principal Mike Ervin said he
won’t know how he feels until
Saturday afternoon.
“I am gonna feel it Saturday
when I am in here watching kids
actually play,” Ervin said. “That’s
when I am gonna feel that.”
Those who want to see the gym
can contact Shiela Craft at 872-6400
ext. 1223. Steans added that over the
next two weeks the student body
will be getting their own tours of the
gym.

Providing Community Service and
Resources for Older Adults and
Family Caregivers
in Northern California

• Help with Services
for Older Adults

• Care Management
• Voluntering Opportunities
• Family Caregiver Support
• Advocating for People in

|Long-Term Care Facilities

• Medicare Counseling
• Counseling and

Scan here for details

Support

For More Information Contact Passages
(800) 822-0109
(530) 898-5923
25 Main St. Rm 202 Chico, CA 95928
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Johnny Appleseed Days
________________
By Jennie Blevins
jblevins@chicoer.com

________________

American pioneer nurseryman
John Chapman, better known as
Johnny Appleseed, was the star of
the show at Johnny Appleseed Days
in Paradise Saturday.
The harvest festival, which began
in 1888, is the oldest harvest festival
in California and celebrates the life
and times of Johnny Appleseed. It
took place Saturday and Sunday at
Terry Ashe Park in Paradise. There
was a food court, vendors selling
tons of homemade items, apple pie
to eat, children’s carnival games,
and speeches from none other than
Johnny Appleseed himself, played
by Ken Prentiss.
Prentiss has been playing
Appleseed since 1989. He is a retired
teacher who now visits events
and schools to educate kids about
Appleseed.
“I try to draw them into it all,”
Prentiss said. “I try to be as authentic as possible.”
Prentiss wore a pot on his
head, carried a walking stick and
walked around barefoot to honor
Appleseed. He sat on a bale of
hay in the Games Plaza and told
Appleseed’s story to kids.
Vendors sold everything from
arts and crafts to food to gift items.
Terri Sue, of Terri Sue’s Toffee
Company in Chico, was one of the
more than 100 vendors selling wares
at the festival. Terri Sue sold toffee, fudge, caramel apples, caramel
squares, giant marshmallows and
cookies to folks at the event.
“I was born and raised in Chico,”

8 Passport Back To PARADISE

JENNIE BLEVINS/ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Kaden Murray plays with items purchased from the vendors while posing with his Johnny Appleseed coloring page Saturday,
Oct. 2, 2021, near the Games Plaza in Terry Ashe Park in Paradise during Johnny Appleseed Days

Sue said. “We use local nuts.
Everything is made in Chico.”
Sue and her husband, Ronn Van
Dusen, sell their goodies online
at https://tstoffee.com/ and at
several businesses in Chico. They
cater events such as weddings
and the desserts are sold at Maisie
Jane’s Gift Shop as well as Sweet
Confections in Chico.
“My husband helps when he
can,” Sue said. “He’s a business con-

sultant at Butte College.”
Apple pie was the big draw at
the festival. Festival goers stood in
line at the Apple Pie Pavilion to buy
whole pies, slices of pie, apple pie a
la mode and apple pie kits.
Bobbi Weiglein sat at a table in
the Apple Pie Pavilion and enjoyed
a slice of apple pie. The pie was
made by the Chico Chamber of
Commerce and the apples hailed
from Noble Orchards in Paradise.

“I come up to Chico every year to
support the community,” Weiglein
said. “After the fires, I come to every
activity on the ridge to support
them.”
Weiglein planned to Christmas
shop among the many vendors after
enjoying her slice.
“I like to see if I can get
Christmas shopping done,” she
said. “I like to get a headstart on
Christmas.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Anna Hark and Jose Cabrera, both students at Ridgeview High
School in Magalia, worked the bean bag toss at the kids’ carnival
games section. Hark volunteered at the festival last year and it
was Cabrera’s first time.
“We’ve had lots of kids,” Hark said.
Children enjoyed the games and some listened to Prentiss’ talk.
Nine-year-old Kaden Murray listened intently to the 11 a.m.
Johnny Appleseed speech and walked away with a drawing of
Appleseed to color.
“It was good, I liked it,” he said.
It was Murray’s first time at the event. He and his sister won
several prizes at the games. Murray attends Paradise Ridge
Elementary School in Paradise.
Christine Simpson bought the special apple pie kit at the Apple
Pie Pavilion. The kit included fresh apples from Noble Orchards, a
limited-edition commemorative tea towel and Paradise Apple Pie
Spice Mix.
She said her husband is the better baker of the two and plans to
turn the apples into a delicious pie.
Simpson, a recent transplant, thoroughly enjoyed the festival.
She planned to visit the vendors and the food court.
“We just moved to Paradise,” Simpson said. “I thought it was
JENNIE BLEVINS/ENTERPRISE-RECORD
a great way to get out in the community and see what it has to
Ken Prentiss as Johnny Appleseed gestures while speaking to kids about Appleseed's story in
offer.”
the Games Plaza Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021, at Terry Ashe Park in Paradis

Crowder Tree

DESIREE VANCE AND ASSOCIATES

Specialists

Residential
& Commercial

Emergency Service
24 hrs/day,
7 days a week
Free Estimates

Call Today
(530) 899-1853

Attorneys at Law
Life is too short – plan now.
Don’t leave your family’s future in the hands of the court,
Let us help you today.
• Estate Planning
• Probate
• Wills
and Trusts
• Bankruptcy
• Trust
Administration

P.O. Box 1081
Oroville, CA
95965
dvance@vance.law
jerisman@vance.law
www.vance.law

530 965 5672
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Parade of Flags
________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

RICK SILVA--PARADISE POST

Jen Goodlin, and her daughter Sarah place an American ﬂag on Skyway just below
Foster Road. Goodlin and her daughter were a part of the crew that took part in the
annual Parade of Flags in Paradise on Sunday morning.
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The Parade of Flags, that
annual tradition of lining
Skyway with the American
flag, is back in force.
Volunteers including a
town councilman, families,
and the Clampers got up
early Sunday morning to
meet at the Elks Lodge property to pick up the flags to
do the job. Service groups
have been helping the
Skyway with the flags since
1999, a tradition that was
started by William Wells, a
Paradise resident at the time.
Despite the devastating
Camp Fire, the Paradise
tradition survived that as
Skyway was still lined with
flags on Veterans Day, just
six days after the fire.
The number of flags that
once numbered 2,000 is now
at 800, and councilman Steve
Crowder saying there’s
another 200 that need assembling.
“This is Paradise,” said
Charles Brooks, who was
out on the streets early with
his family. “Ever since I
moved up here this is what
I look forward to, my family
looks forward to, this is the
heartbeat of the town — the
Parade of Flags.”

He said that once the
work is done, the fun part
begins.
“My kids love to drive up
and down the road and stick
their heads out of the window and look at all of the
flags,” Brooks said. “It’s so
fun. It doesn’t get any better
than to get to participate in
this.”
At the same time that
Skyway was being lined
with flags, the Paradise
Veterans of Foreign Wars
2039 was holding their own
annual event at the Veterans
Hall. Not only do they
line the portion of Skyway
that runs in front of the
Veterans Hall, but they also
place 13 flags in a circle on
their grounds and raise the
“Sunday Flag,” which is a
large flag that flies solo on
the flag pole.
“I’ve been here since
2011 and it has been going
since before that,” VFW’s
Lawrence St. Germain said.
“It’s a special day because
we put up the big Sunday
Flag. And we put up the circle of flags, which I believe
represents the original 13
states.”
St. Germain said that he
also wishes more people
would attend the event
because it’s a good one.
“But I guess that’s just life
in the fast lane,” he said.

Early Sunday morning, service groups and volunteers had placed all the flags in Paradise. The parade of flags on the 4th of July is one of three days that the town lines
the Skyway with flags.

FREE
ESTIMATES

COLLISION MASTERS AND FRAMEWORK
119 Pearson Road, Paradise, CA 95969
cmfparadiseca@gmail.com

(530) 877-2202

collisionmastersandframework.com
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Kids fishing day
________________
By Richard Silva
rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

For the first time since the
Camp Fire, Kids' Fishing Day
returned to Paradise Lake.
Not only was it the return
of the event, but Saturday
marked the first time
Paradise Recreation Park
District hosted the event.
Following the Camp Fire, the
Paradise Irrigation District
transferred recreational duties
of the lake to PRPD.
Jeff Dailey of PRPD said
the event, pushed back from
its normal April date to midMay to help make it safer in
the COVID-19 age, was successful.
“It went really well,” he
said. “Hopefully it will continue every year as a tradition.”

He added that for now,
PRPD will host the Fishing
Day at Paradise Lake as a
replacement for its own fishing day previously held at the
Aquatic Park on Buschmann
Road.
“We didn’t really think
that we needed to do two,”
he said. “We kind of see this
one as taking that one over
-- with more population up
here in Magalia.”
Dailey said they set up the
event on both sides of the
lake, with one side serving as
the site of hot dogs and chips
courtesy of E Clampus Vitas.
Even with that, Dailey said
hundreds of people showed
up as opposed to a thousand
in previous years.
“It’s about what I thought,
it's a good turnout,” he said.
“A lot of people coming and
going, trickling in.”
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Lakeland Matthews looks at the trout she reeled in. Her father, Wes got into the
net during the Kid's Fishing Day event at Paradise Lake.

He attributed the smaller
turnout to the fact that fewer
people live on the Ridge,
post-fire.
The smaller crowds didn't
damper the fun as Natasha
Beehner and her two sons,
Cash and Gage, had a good
time on the lake.
"We're having a good
time, it's the first official time
where they're fishing," she
said. "It's fun, we are happy
to be out here."
While they hadn't caught a
fish yet, just getting out there
made the day a success.

Kids watch as a duck goes looking for food at Paradise Lake.

"This is my first time
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fishing since I was a kid,"
Beehner said. "Everything is
coming back, it's kind of like
riding a bike."
Dailey noted they got help
from Butte County Fish and
Game Commission, Miller
Glass, and Fins Feathers and
Furs.
The event started at 6 a.m.
and concluded at 2 p.m. and
had the largest fish and raffle
prizes.
Penny England and Noah
McDaniel claimed the largest
fish prize, each reeling in a
16.5-inch trout, while Ember
Swisher was second at 16.25.
In third was Andy Reed, who
caught a 16-inch trout.

Paradise: Here’s your sign
________________
By Richard Silva
rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

PARADISE — One of the most indelible
memories of Nov.8, 2018, Camp Fire were
pictures of the Welcome to Paradise sign
that burned on the Skyway that morning.
It was that moment, captured by a You
Tube video and pictures that inspired former
Paradise resident Brett Mattyoies to want to
rebuild that structure.
“I couldn’t go to sleep that night,” he
said. “That sign welcomed me back home
every time I returned.”
Matties used to visit his parents every
Thanksgiving and he knew he was back
as rounded that corner on Skyway as they
came into town.
In 2019, Matteis and the Paradise

Welcome Sign Rebuild Committee
Volunteers that included, Paradise Ridge
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
Monica Nolan; owner, builder and realtor
Chenoa Rivera; Reliance Propane owner
Scott Steele; Results Imagery CEO Kyle
Nelson; Hupp Signs director and property owner Joe Hupp; Rebuild Paradise
Foundation Executive Director Charles
Brooks and Matteis.
He also noted that real estate agent and
former town councilor Mike Zuccolillo
played a role in the project as well.
They began discussing the rebuild and
at the outset, Matteis thought they would
rebuild the old sign. But there was some discussion about even rebuilding the sign given
the fire concern.
From there he said it became clear that
they should include public input since the
sign is the resident’s sign that was put into

place on Tuesday and Wednesday.
The sign was built by Brian Firth
Landscape Architect, Inc, from Chico, and
Matteis said it received the majority of the
public’s vote by a margin of 17 percent.
In early 2020, Matteis said that they
chose the sign but the process to get from
there to the erection of the sign was about
20 months, that was built with more than
11,000 pounds of Corten steel that also holds
the original halo and will soon display a
Paradise slogan which will include repurposed timber from the fire.
The entire sign should be completed by
mid-January.
The sign was put up by Hupp Signs from
Chico and Martin’s Crane from Oroville.
Matties noted that Steele was able to get the
Paradise Rotary club to take ownership of
the sign.

Yes we...

• have gift certificates
• do special orders
• have layaway
• honor competitors’
coupons
• have a sale corner

• have over 30
other brands

of SHOES
socks and accessories

BIRKENSTOCK
...and more

Clark Road, Paradise
Downtown
Chico
872-0812

345-4880

Downtown Chico

691 Fir345-4880
St, Paradise
Like us on facebook
762-0640
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________________
By Richard Silva

Gold nugget days crafts

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

The Gold Nugget Days Arts and Crafts Faire
filled up the Terry Ashe Center grounds in
Paradise last year in its return to Paradise. The
fair that is usually held in concert with the Golden
Nugget Days Parade and events was p separated
from the event because of COVID.
This year Gold Nugget Days is set for April
21-23
Lori McCoslin of the Paradise Parks and
Recreation District said the event was a positive
one, saying that about 60 vendors were present for
the all-day event that started at 10 in the morning.
“It’s a little bit light, same with the food vendors,” she said. “But it’s good for what we are
offering.” She said that PPRD did attribute the
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Tanner Stauss shows a visitor his Paradiseoply game
at the annual Gold Nugget Days Arts and Craft Faire
held at Terry Ashe Park.

lower numbers to the fact that the fair was held a
month later than usual.
“Vendors schedule things in advance and if it’s

not then they already got things scheduled out,”
she said.
Despite the lower number of vendors from the
normally scheduled time of the craft fair, she said
it was a good day anyway.
“It’s been an absolutely beautiful day and
everyone has been having a good time,” she said,
adding the turnout wasn’t bad. “It was about
what we expected for having to have pulled it
back (to June).”
McCoslin said the community was also still out
there for the fair.
“You still have people coming back to see who
is here and what’s up here,” she said. “(We) have
people coming from out of town to check it out
and see what we have.”
Next year, the fair will be held at its normal
time, in concert with the Golden Nugget Museum
festivities.

Ridge Retreat Wellness Center opens at Paradise High School
PARADISE -- Paradise High School
held the grand opening for its Ridge
Retreat Wellness Center with much
fanfare Monday.
The center, which will be open
at lunchtime and after school, is a
lounge-type room with big comfortable chairs that students can come
hang out in. Additionally, the center
will offer youth-led listening sessions,
supportive group sessions, self-care
and wellness activities, life skill lessons, campus and community service
activities and tips and tools for reducing stress.
The center is sponsored by North
Valley Community Foundation and
the Aaron Rodgers NorCal Fire
Recovery Fund through North Valley
Community Foundation, which provided a $50,000 grant, and Thrive,
North Valley Community foundation's
healing initiative created in the wake
of multiple crises affecting young
people and families in the north
valley, according to a press release.
North Valley Community Foundation
partnered with Paradise Unified
School District, Paradise High School
and Butte County Behavioral Health
Prevention Services on the project.
"We're thrilled to make a grant,"
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Matt Reddam, left, licensed therapist
and school and community wellness
adviser for the Butte County Oﬃce
of Education and Bobby Jones, Sr.,
Behavioral Health education specialist,
check out the action Monday, Jan. 10,
2022 at the grand opening of the Ridge
Retreat Wellness Center at Paradise
High School in Paradise, California.

said Kim Dufour, program officer at
North Valley Community Foundation.
Students and adults hung out
at the Wellness Center after school
Monday, munching on cookies, talking and listening to music. Behavioral
Health education specialist Cary
Yasuhara spun tunes at the DJ station.
"We're excited about the opening,"
Yasuhara said. "We're here, and we

care. During lunchtime the lounge
is a great place to feel comfortable
and relax. After school we will offer
classes such as cooking, life skills and
how to budget. We want to encourage
students to learn in a healthy environment."
Four students were hired to help
run the center. One of them is youth
ambassador Autumn Straughn, who is
a a junior at Paradise High. Straughn
and her family lost their home in the
Camp Fire. She and her family stayed
in a hotel for two months with their
pets. Her parents recently bought a
new house in Paradise.
"I'm so happy to be here," Straughn
said. "I'm here to lend an ear to kids
and give advice if they've had a bad
day. I'm helping to run the center and
give students skills to learn. I hope
this makes an impact on kids' lives."
One-hundred twenty Paradise
High students were given a survey
to fill out regarding what they would
like to be taught at the center and
their hopes for what it would look
like. The students also named the
center.
"The students have gone through
a lot, what with the Camp Fire and
the pandemic," said Melissa Crick,

Paradise Unified School District
board president. "The students selfadvocated and were involved with the
concept. They were very vocal about
having a student-led center."
Crick said the board hopes to
replicate the Wellness Center at other
schools in the Paradise Unified School
District.
"The program at the elementary
school would look different of course,"
Crick said. "The students there would
have opportunities to express themselves and play games. We want to
say thank you to all of our generous
supporters. This center is so impactful
and necessary."
Tom Taylor, PUSD superintendent,
was very pleased with the turnout
at the grand opening and has great
hopes for the center.
"I'm very thankful to North Valley
Community Foundation for supporting this," Taylor said. "We've had
conversations about this before. The
staffing they provide for the kids will
make a difference. Our goal is to reach
everyone. We hope the students will
relax and make friends and we hope
to reach kids and provide a safe space
for everyone to come."

Spring

Grilling
Time

Thomas

Hardware

5720 CLARK RD. PARADISE, CA 95969

530-877-4442

Hours
Monday-Saturday
7:00am-5:00pm
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PRPD wins $5.2 million grant for Lakeridge Park development
________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

The Paradise Recreation and Park
District was awarded $5.2 million
for the development of Lakeridge
Park in Magalia.
The announcement came at the
district’s December board of directors meeting. The district says it has
also submitted a proposal for Noble
Park in Paradise.
At the same meeting, the district announced also purchasing
1.26 acres of Lakeridge Park property which had been appraised at
$100,000, and accepted a donation of
land off Coutolenc and Jordan Hill
Roads from Nicholas G. Repanich
and Susan M. Repanich, trustees of
the Nicholas G. Repanich and Susan
M. Repanich Trust.
The project has been in the works
for PRPD since 2006 following
requests from elementary school
children and their teacher for a
park in Magalia. Between 2006 and
2011 the district held 36 community
meetings regarding the park.
The district partnered with the
Paradise Irrigation District on a
99-year lease on 26 acres of land
near Magalia Reservoir -- in 2010
the district purchased 1.28 acres of
property next to PID to create access
into the park.
The park will include a nature
trail, a bike trail and a bike skills
trail. There are also plans for a tot
lot, group picnic area and nature
overlook which could include a
children’s telescope and interpretive
panels.
A multi-use court is also in the
plan as is a multi-use playfield. The
plans also call for an entry monument, an amphitheater with a stage
and a plaza. A botanical garden is
also part of the plan.
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The Paradise Parks and Recreation District has been awarded a $5.2 million grant to develop the proposed Lakeridge park in
Magalia

However the district was unable
to successfully raise the funding,
but starting in late 2019 and into last
year the district re-established its
input meetings in order to develop a
new park.
According to the district, the new
park and hillside up from Dogtown
Road provide opportunities for it
to develop a model forest and park
to improve community protection
and improves disaster preparedness
and response. PRPD will work with
a variety of partners to showcase
how to develop a wildfire-ready
Wildland Urban Interface.
According to the district,
The North Valley Community
Foundation provided it with plan-

ning funding that has resulted in
park designs and due diligence to
complete projects and acquisitions.
“We also greatly appreciate the North Valley Community
Foundation for their generous grant
that helped fund updated conceptual park designs based on community input on preferred park features
and amenities, and a (California
Environmental Quality Act) study,
both of which were required for the
grant proposal,” Assistant District
Manager Kristi Sweeney said in a
press release.
The park is one of only 50 new
parks that the state approved for
funding out of 468 applications. The
$2.42 billion in requests competed

for $548.3 million in funding.
“California State Parks is incredibly proud to announce grant funding for projects that will improve
access to parks and open space
and contribute to a better quality
of life for so many Californians,”
California State Park Director
Armando Quintero said in a press
release. “Many of these projects
will become a source of community
pride, thanks to neighborhood residents, local park agencies and nonprofit organizations who worked
together to design vibrant parks
reflecting each community’s unique
needs and creativity.”

Magalia finally has its
Community Center
________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

The center, along with South
Pines Disc Golf, had its formal
grand opening in 2021 following a COVID year that had
postponed the grand opening.
Magalia Community Park &
Community Center Executive
Director Chris Rauen said about
the grand opening, it was now
or never.
“Today is about community,
it’s about getting the Magalia
community together and getting over the (Camp) Fire,”
he said. “We took a hiatus for
about a year.”
He said that about the same
time they got a grant from
North Valley Community
Foundation’s Butte Strong
Fund, COVID-19 hit and they
had to close.
“We tried to open a gathering place,” he said. “But we
couldn’t gather. Now we finally
can. When we saw the 15th
coming, we thought if we don’t
have a grand opening on the
19th, we’re not going to have
one at all. “
Rauen said the center will
also act as a recreation center
for youth.
“It will be a place for people
of all ages to come, give classes,” he said. “We have a Zumba
class starting on Tuesday. We
are just starting.”
He added that Paradise
Stronger and Curves will be
hosting classes up at the center.
“Our ultimate goal is to have

“It will be a place for
people of all ages to come,
give classes,” he said. “We
have a Zumba class starting on Tuesday. We are
just starting.”
Magalia Community Park & Community
Center Executive Director Chris Rauen said

a full-on Community Park up
here on the 40 acres,” he said.
“We plan to have picnic area set
up sporadically throughout out
the place, we’ll have benches.
We don’t have a lot of water
features but it still is a good
place to go for a run.”
There is a 1.8-mile paved
path that runs along the course
providing a place for the public
to walk, bike, jog or walk your
dog.
He added that now that people know that the old Paradise
Pines golf course is being maintained, and if they may want to
live in one of the 200 lots that
sit near the old course, Magalia
Community Park has an option
to buy on its lease.
Rauen was pleased with the
turnout, given the heat that was
forecasted. The event featured
bands and a pulled-pork meal
provided by Izzy’s. There was
also a super 8 disc golf tournament, hosted by South Pines
Disc Golf on Saturday.

RICK SILVA--PARADISE POST

As part of the Magalia Community Center’s grand opening lunch was served to the
public.

220 Pearson Rd. Paradise

530.872.9167
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'Feels like I am on cloud 9', Gold Nugget queen
says as Paradise celebrates the festival return

RICK SILVA--PARADISE POST

RICK SILVA--PARADISE POST

RICK SILVA--PARADISE POST

Grace Hedman became the ﬁrst Gold Nugget Queen to lead The queen's court, including Kylee Winebarger, center, and Statewide Homes sponsor a car that
the annual Gold Nugget Days parade on Saturday in Paradise Jasmine Pinocchio, right, rode together Saturday in the participated in Gold Nugget Days parade
parade in Paradise. Also on the ﬂoat, Jasmine Pinocchio, Saturday in Paradise
since April 2018.
Aurora Copp and Ariana Bowers.
________________
By Richard Silva
rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

PARADISE -- The Gold Nugget
Days Parade returned to the
streets of Paradise on Saturday
much to the light of those who
attended.
The parade brought out current ridge residents, and many of
those who once lived in Paradise
came back for the celebration.
The parade included the first
gold nugget queen to lead the
parade since April 2018.
Grace Hedman, 16, rode in
the parade after being crowned
the 2021 Gold Nugget Queen
the night prior at the Paradise
Performing Arts Center.
“It was nerve-wracking, especially in the intermission when
they were making the decision,”
she said as she and the rest of the
court prepared for the parade,
“We were bouncing around and

18 Passport Back To PARADISE

talking.”
Hedman said when they
announced the first-runner-up
she was surprised.
“I looked at my escort, wideeyed,” she said. “I could not
believe it.”
Hedman said that she was
happy seeing the floats and all of
the people as they got ready in
the Holiday Market Parking lot
on the Skyway.
She grew up seeing queens in
previous years lead the parade
and now she was about to be the
one little girls saw on the float
with the gold pan.
“I thought it was really pretty
and really cool. My brain just
won’t work, feels like I am cloud
9.”
She wasn’t the only to happy
to be back on the ridge for its
annual weekend festivities. The
parade brought people from far
away is the Bay Area to visit
Paradise and take part in the
Gold Nugget Days events.

Among those were a former
Paradise resident, Darcy Kelly
who brought her three children
back from the Bay Area to

Paradise to see it.
“It’s great to see the community out again after the
(Camp) fire, then the pandemic,” Kelly said. “It’s just wonderful to see everybody.”
She said it seemed a bit
smaller than it had been when
she was growing up, but noted
that the parade draw near the
Skyway was filling up.
Kelly, who participated in
the queen competition when
she was in high school was
excited to see the queens. She
also took her children to the
Donkey Derby, where just two
donkeys raced.
“Tell everyone, we need
more donkeys next year,” she
said.
Also back on the ridge to

see the parade was Meaghan
Odell, who also graduated
from Paradise High.
“It’s very nostalgic, makes
me miss home,” she said. “It
reminds me of small-town
livin’.”
Odell said that she can’t
wait to move back and raise
her family. She said that along
with playing soccer at Paradise
High, she misses going to the
river and knowing everyone at
the grocery store.
Also on hand to interact
with the crowd were Paradise
police officers Tyler Mayhugh
and Dominic Archuleta, who
both said that the crowd was
happy to get some normalcy.
“Everyone has a smile on
their faces; they’re cheerful;
it hasn’t gone on since 2018,”
Mayhugh said. “Everyone
looks happy. This is what we
love -- honestly.”

Paradise High prepares to bring back the class of 1957
________________
By Richard Silva
rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

Paradise High School is preparing to bring back its class of 1957 this June graduation.

In June, when the Paradise
High School 2022 graduating
class walks across the stage to
pick up their diplomas, it will be
the 65th graduating class to ever
leave Paradise High School.
Paradise High School principal
secretary Kim Foote has formed a
committee with six other Paradise
Unified School District employees to work on the 1957 alumni
project.
The idea, according to Foote,
is to invite all those surviving
members of the 1957 graduating
class and invite them to the 2022
graduation.
According to Foote, they hope
to be able to not only honor them
at that graduation but to have the

NEW CONSTRUCTION

ReRoof • Repairs • Mobile Home Roofs

Paradise High School broadcast
class interview some of the 1957
graduates.
Foote said she doesn’t know
what they’re going to do with the
footage from the interviews quite
yet, but the plan for graduation
night is to have the class of ‘57
sit under an awning and to treat
them very well.
Foote says the evening of the
graduation she will be giving
a speech introducing the first
Paradise class from 1957. She
also asked that they’re just starting to work out what they want
to do in June, but she encourages those who graduated from
Paradise High School in 1957
or who knows somebody who
graduated that year to contact her
at Paradise High School at 1-530872-6425, ext 302.

Fully Insured
Workman’s Comp.
Liability Insurance - Bonded

COMPOSITION, TILE, TPO
Metal Roofing & other
Single Ply Roofing Systems
SEE THE QUALITY — SEE THE DIFFERENCE

February / March 2022 19

From delectable chocolate treats at the Paradise Chocolate Fest to the sweet apples of Johnny Appleseed Days,
the cool Paradise Ridge is excited to bring the community and beyond events for all ages in 2022.
The following represents just some of the happenings you’ll find on the Ridge this year.
For a full list, be sure to check the Paradise Ridge Chamber of Commerce event page at
http://www.paradisechamber.com/events/calendar/ or call the Chamber at 530-877-9356

Paradise Symphony Orchestra
March 27, 2022, May 29, 2022

Paradise Performing Arts Center, 777 Nunnelly Rd., Paradise
5:45 p.m.
“Artists and Americano” will be presented at the Paradise Performing Arts
Center in Paradise, by the Paradise Symphony Orchestra, featuring Young
Artist Contest winners. For a full list of Paradise Symphony events or to make
reservations, visit www.paradisesymphony.org.
Contact: Fred Spruell 530-514-6817

Gold Nugget Days
April 21-24, 2022

Multiple locations in Paradise & Magalia
Gold Nugget Days 2022! The event kicks off on Thursday with a combination of the Queen Contest and Revue (PPAC); a Bean Feed on Friday;
Donkey Derby and Parade on Saturday, along with the Paradise Gem and
Mineral show (Saturday and Sunday). Topping off the celebration with the
Paradise Horseman’s show on Sunday, April 24th. Stay tuned for details and
visit gnmuseum.art for more up-to-date information. Information: Please call
during business hours of 10-4pm, Monday through Friday 530-762-2613.

Paradise Cook-Off
April 30, 2022

4:00-7:00 p.m.
Veteran’s Hall, 6556 Skyway, Paradise
A unique tasting event featuring master and amateur chefs demonstrating
their culinary skills and special recipes. Each dish will fall into one of four categories: Appetizers, Side Dishes, Entrees/BBQ, and Desserts. The evening
will include a sampling of 16 dishes, cash bar, and a raffle. Tickets are $15
each or $50 for a family of 4. Funds raised at this event go directly to supporting the Boys & Girls Clubs in Paradise and Magalia.
Contact: https://bgcnv.org/about-us/events/; Boys & Girls Clubs of the
North Valley 530-899-0335 Alex Beehner or Sheryl Manies
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Life In The Fast Lane: A Tribute to The Eagles

May 1, 2022

Paradise Performing Arts Center, 777 Nunnelly, Paradise
After five years, Starbright Entertainment is returning to Paradise and
bringing music to the PPAC. On Sunday May 1, it will be a Tribute to The
Eagles, featuring Life in The Fast Lane! This amazing band has been around
for almost 3 decades and will entertain you with all the great music from The
Eagles...just like you remember it. This is a concert you don’t want to miss so
get your tickets now! $35 General admission tickets are available at eventbrite and Nic’s Deli, 6264 Skyway, Paradise (corner of Skyway & Fir Street).
Tickets are $40 at the door.

Paradise Chocolate Fest
May 7, 2022

Terry Ashe Park, 6626 Skyway, Paradise
Providing enduring support of youth on the Paradise Ridge. Arts & Craft
booths, beer and wine tasting, Chocolate Candyland, Two stages with live
music and more! Admission is $5 and includes FREE chocolate tastings,
chocolate pie & ice cream eating contests, FREE Kidz-Zone Bounce House
and Super Slide and much, much more. For full details visit chocolatefest.us
or call 530-342-4896.

Johnny Appleseed Days

October 1-2, 2022

Terry Ashe Park, 6626 Skyway, Paradise
Vendor booth information available at a later date, please email info@
paradisechamber.com. Local businesses will give demonstrations and display their wares, and Paradise will host artisans from all over the state and
beyond selling a variety of handicrafts. The ever-popular children’s area will
feature face painting, games for the young and old alike and prizes. Johnny
Appleseed will visit and tell stories, with continuous entertainment both days.

PASSPORT
Business Guide

Pullin’s
Cyclery

801 Main St.342-1055
Serving Chico For Over 80 Years

The Shop of Your Choice
673 Safford Street
Oroville, CA

530-534-8701

CAPELLI’S HAIR
FASHION
SALON
Deborah Armstrong (EXT 1)
Carri & Levita

530-343-1141
1368 E. 1st Ave., Chico

Mark Petterson, Owner

2961 Hwy 32, Unit 25

(530) 343-5007
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Raise awareness for former
Bobcat's battle with kidney disease
________________
By Richard Silva

rsilva@paradisepost.com

________________

Former Paradise High
School wrestler and baseball pitcher Jon Herl and his
family are hoping to raise
awareness for those suffering
from kidney disease like Herl
by teaming up with Shane
Grammer and Hope Through
Art Foundation by creating a
mural.
Herl, who wrestled for the
Bobcats in the late '90s and
pitched for the baseball team
is suffering from stage five
kidney disease and is on dialysis.
He has a wife and two
daughters and is one of 10,000
people in the United States
who are waiting for a life-saving kidney donation.
According to his wife,
Jammie Johnson Herl, Herl
was diagnosed with IGA
Nephropathy in 2008, he went
on the transplant list in 2019
and started dialysis in 2020.
According to the Hope
Through Art Foundation, the
best option for Herl is a living
donor. The foundation says
that organs from living donors
are more viable and give the
family the opportunity to plan
for surgery.
22 Passport Back To PARADISE

Jon Herl and his family

“A project like this is what
I developed Hope Through
Art Foundation for-to raise
awareness of the desperate
need of a hometown hero who
gave so much to his community." Grammar said in a press
release. "Making a connection
with a potential donor for Jon

would be my greatest hope.
We are committed to that one
goal and it is an honor to use
my skill in this way."
A dedication ceremony was
held Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022,
at noon at 5660 Skyway, in
Paradise, at was once known
as Dogwood Square.

“A project like this is
what I developed Hope
Through Art Foundation
for-to raise awareness of
the desperate need of a
hometown hero who gave
so much to his community."

Grammar said in a press release.
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Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Welcome Home DRE 01950098

HAVE QUESTIONS?

I’VE GOT ANSWERS!
YOUR HOME TOWN REALTOR SINCE 1994!
Are you thinking of...
Selling: Get a Free Home Value Report!
Buying: Get Free List of Available Properties!
Call Today for a Free Consultation!

Rhonda
honda Maehl • 530-519-6546
Better Homes and Garden Real Estate
Rhonda@HelpMeRhondaM.com
14154 Skyway, Magalia CA 95954
Rhonda Maehl DRE#01178298

(Access is from Lakeridge, behind the post office!)

©2015 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Better Homes and Gardens® Real Estate Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.
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