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Final issue of Wildcat Illustrated

After 16 years of publication, Wildcat Illustrated is turning from a printed
medium to a new life and new form in cyberspace.
The continuing story of Wildcat Athletics–event schedules, athlete profiles, preview stories and features–will continue to be told by the sports
information department on social media rather than the printed form.
The Athletic Department will continue to reach out to the community
through the Wildcat website (chicowildcats.com), twitter (@chicowildcats and @wildcatsgameday), Instagram (@wildcatsgameday) and
Facebook (@chicostate athletics).
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Track teams always a threat
Men seek 14th track & field title in 15 years

Two weekends in May. The conference
championships and the NCAA Division II
Championships. That’s what the Chico State
men’s track & field team plans for, prepares
for, and takes aim at every season.
It’s an approach
that has paid
off handsomely
for the Wildcats
over the years.
Last season, the
Wildcats won
their third straight
California Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA)
Championship
and 14th in the
last 15 years. Then
they claimed a
Tyler Arroyo
top-10 finish at the
NCAA Championships for the seventh time in
12 years.
While those are the endpoints of the season-long journey, Head Coach Oliver Hanf is

looking forward to the trip itself as well. Several standout seniors—like Kyle Medina, Connor
Fisher, and Nolan Nagle—bid adieu, but Hanf
has plenty returning to continue powering a
program that leads the West Region.
“We’re looking as balanced as ever,” Hanf
said. “I like the diversity of our roster in terms
of events and age. Plenty of seniors, plenty of
juniors.”
Six athletes who earned CCAA titles are
back. High jumper Tyler Arroyo is chief among
them, coming off a third-place finish at the
NCAA Championships as a junior last season,
his first as a Wildcat.
Eddie King also returns off a strong cross
country campaign. He won the CCAA individual title while powering the Wildcats to
their 17th straight conference championship
in that sport. The former walk-on went on to
earn the U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association West Region Men’s Athlete of the Year award.
It was during track season last spring that
King’s breakout became apparent. He won
See TITLE/Page 22

Women look to start new streak

Haley Boynton starred.
The Chico State women’s track
Boynton returns after qualifying
and field team saw its eight-year
for nationals as a redshirt freshman
run as conference champions end
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase.
last year, but Head Coach Robert
At the California Collegiate AthNooney saw plenty he liked about
letic Association (CCAA) Chamthe Wildcats’ season and the prospionships, she took third in the
pects of the upcoming campaign.
steeplechase behind Burkhart and
“It’s a strong conference,”
Nooney said. “Some of the best
fifth in the 5,000 meters, providing
three Wildcats in the top five along
teams in the nation and the best
athletes in the nation on the
with Dorman and Burkhart.
“We lost some heavy hitwomen’s side are right here in the
ters for sure, but we always do,”
conference.”
Nooney said. “This is a fun group
The Wildcats ended up in third by
of students. They do so well in the
a half-point behind Stanislaus State
for second place and behind San
classroom. Last year was our fifth
Francisco State, which seized the
year in a row getting the national
title that had belonged to Chico
all-academic honor as a women’s
team. Twenty-one earned allState since 2010.
CCAA academic honors. A lot
“This wasn’t a loss,” Nooney
Megan Farrell
of success on that side of it, and
recalled telling his team afterward.
we’ll have a lot of that again this year.”
“The victory is that the conference is healthy.
It’s competitive. All those years, we had a tarAfter the annual Cardinal and White Invitational—the team’s intrasquad event set for
get on our backs, and people chased us. We
helped raise the bar. We’re going to chase
February 23—the Wildcats host three meets,
starting with the Chico Multi Classic for hepthat and continue to get better.”
Chico State capped the season by taking
tathletes and decathletes on February 28 and
24th at the NCAA Championships as Alex
March 1. The Wildcat Invitational is March 9,
Burkhart, Hannah Dorman, Michelle Holt, and
See NEW/Page 22
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Wildcat Illustrated Interview

Performace is Everything

Wayne talks about
historic year, looks
at coming season
Claire Wayne
Whether Claire Wayne is on the softball field, in the classroom, or in the community, she excels. The senior standout for
the softball team was recently chosen as one of 20 students
honored at the President’s Student Life and Leadership reception. Wayne took some time from her busy schedule to talk
about the softball team’s historic run a year ago, the upcoming season, and her leadership roles on campus. And, for the
Norco native, a conversation wouldn’t be complete without
talking about her favorite place—Disneyland.
Last season was a special one for the softball team as it
celebrated the program’s 50th year and set several records
including most victories on the way to reaching the NCAA
Championship Finals in Virginia. What do you remember most
about the season?
I think the thing I remember most about our special season is the
connection we had. We all bonded so well and treated each other as
family. Everyone knew their role and embraced it. It truly was a one-of-akind team.

We offer a competitive,
comprehensive array of
business and personal insurance
products and resources.
Commercial & Personal Insurance
Surety • Life • Individual & Group Health
Professional Claims,
Risk Control and
Human Resource Consulting Services

1357 E. Lassen Ave, Chico, CA 95973 | 530-895-1010 | 800-873-3725 | CA DOI License #0B01094 | www.iwins.com

Did you have any sense that the team could accomplish what
it did?
I feel like we first had that sense when we started the year off 13-0.
All the sudden we realized, we could do some serious damage. We had
a few hiccups against Stanislaus and UC, San Diego, but we trusted the
process and played each weekend by weekend. We never got too ahead
of ourselves.
What makes you optimistic that this season’s team can have
another great season?
We have a lot of returning players who contributed to last year’s success, along with a few new players who are great additions. I also feel
that work wins so if we trust the process and work hard through the ups
and downs, I think good things could happen.
You’ve played both third base and catcher as a Wildcat.
Which position do you prefer? Why?
I actually prefer catcher. Although it is much harder on my body than
third base, I really enjoy the role you take on as a catcher. You are so
involved in the game and act as everyone’s eyes. I also really enjoy the
fun things you get to do as a catcher, like framing and throwing runners
out. However, I do find third fun—I just feel catching fits me better.
What was it like catching Haley Gilham? Were you glad you
didn’t have to bat against her?
Catching Haley was very fun. We developed a great bond as the year
went on. I knew exactly how I needed to position myself to catch her
dangerous drop, and if I wasn’t in the correct position and didn’t give
her my best frame, I usually got the “look.” I also loved her demeanor
See INTERVIEW/Page 27
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Men’s golf team looking for a big finish
the top five.
The Chico State men’s golf team
“The way we finished was great,”
already packed a season’s worth of
highlights into the fall schedule. Now
Head Coach Nick Green said. “We
got to see what
the Wildcats
we’re capable
want even more
of.”
in the spring
Kelley Sulportion before
the postseason
livan garnered
the California
begins.
Collegiate
Ranked eighth
Athletic Assoin the nation by
ciation (CCAA)
both the BushMen’s Golfer
nell/Golfweek
of the Week
Division II Golf
Coaches Poll
award twice in a
three-week span
and Golfstat’s
by taking third
rankings, the
in the NCAA
Wildcats moved
Championship
up after winPreview and
ning the Dixie
second in the
State Trailblazer
Regional PreFall Regional
Kelley Sullivan
view. That came
Preview, finishing
after Josh McCollum opened the seasecond in the Western Washington
son with the honor following his win at
Invitational, and fourth in Cal State
the Western Washington Invitational.
Monterey Bay’s Otter Invitational,
“Our whole lineup has guys that are
which included three teams ranked in

side, where they wrapped up the
capable,” said Green, whose regular
cast of Sullivan, McCollum, Christofall portion of their schedule with a
fourth-place finish, outdistancing their
pher Colla, Serge Kiriluk, and Jordan
nearest CCAA
Oliver all earned
competitor by
All-CCAA honors
seven shots.
last season when
2019 men’s golf schedule
the Wildcats
They will
Feb. 4-5 – CSUSM Fujikura Invitational at Vista
won the conferreturn
to St.
March 4-5 – UC San Diego SoCal Invitational at Santee
ence champion- March 18-19 – Tim Tierney Pioneer Shootout at Alameda
George, Utah,
April 1-2 – Hanny Stanislaus Invitational at Turlock
ship.
site of their
April 8-9 – Mustang Intercollegiate at Goodyear, Ariz.
Four of those
April 23-24 – CCAA Championships at Seaside
fall Regional
May 8-11 – NCAA South Central/West Super Regional
five are seniors.
Preview title,
at St George, Ut.
Colla, a junior, is
for the NCAA
May 20-24 – NCAA Championships at Daniels, W. Va.
the exception.
Championship
Three of them—
South Central/
Sullivan (eighth),
West Super ReOliver (17th), and McCollum (149th)—
gional May 9-11. The top four teams
are in Golfstat’s player rankings.
will advance to the NCAA ChampiChico State returns to action with
onship Finals at The Resort at Glade
Cal State San Marcos’ Fujikura InviSprings, Cobb Course, in Daniels,
tational on Feb. 4-5 before playing in
West Virginia.
events hosted by UC San Diego, Cal
“We’re trying to compete and win
State East Bay, Stanislaus State, and
a
few more tournaments and set ourWestern New Mexico to wrap up the
selves
up for the postseason,” Green
regular season.
said. “That’s where everything really
The ’Cats defend their CCAA title
on April 23-24 at Bayonet in Seamatters.”
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More than $25 million has been raised
North Valley Community Foundation spearheading drive to help fire victims

It was a life-altering phone call. Not
just for Alexa Benson-Valavanis and
her twin sister, but ultimately the community of Chico and anyone impacted by last year’s deadly Camp Fire.
As a high school basketball recruit
from the Los Angeles area, BensonValavanis and her sister, Alisha, had
verbally committed to UC Santa
Barbara until legendary Chico State
women’s coach Mary Ann Lazzarini
asked the pair to come to Chico and
check out the campus.
“She called and said ‘I want to
bring you up to Chico for a visit’,”
Benson-Valavanis said. “I’d never
even heard of Chico, but she called,
and we took the trip and fell in love
with Chico and Mary Ann.”
That set in motion a course that ultimately positioned Benson-Valavanis
to share her love for the North State in
ways she could have never imagined.
After graduating from Chico State
in 2000 with a degree in journalism,
Benson-Valavanis, who played from
1995–98 and 1999–2000, spent time
working and volunteering in southeast
Asia and Guatemala. She returned
home to Chico 14 years ago to
rebuild the North Valley Community
Foundation, an organization that
would eventually become the hub
and heart of the relief and recovery
effort for Camp Fire victims.
“We’ve grown from a really small
foundation to a robust foundation
working with 500 clients and their philanthropic interests all over the world,”
she said. “Whether it was building
water wells on the continent of Africa
or helping local residents meet needs
around seniors and children and animals, we were doing all of that.”
And then, on November 8, the
North Valley Community Foundation—with a part-time staff of nine
and Benson-Valavanis its lone full-time
employee—transformed overnight
into a disaster relief organization.
“We had previously always established funds that community members
could contribute to and that was true
in the Carr Fire and the [Wine Country
fires], but we’d never had to play an
active role in the relief and recovery,”

Alexa Benson-Valavanis, who came to Chico State in 1995 to play basketball, is the president and CEO of the North Valley Community Foundation,
which has raised more than $25 million and counting to help victims of the
Nov. 8 Camp Fire.
she said. “Rather than distributing to
another fund, we were the community foundation on the ground.”
And her team grew … and gave,
raising more than $25 million since the
Camp Fire broke out and $140 million
since she became the Foundation’s

But it has not come as a surprise
to the former Chico State studentathlete.
“Our entire mandate for the past 14
years was to reduce suffering on the
planet, and we knew that we had to
transform to help; we knew we were

“We had previously always established funds that community
members could contribute to and that was true in the Carr Fire
and the [Wine Country fires], but we’d never had to play an
active role in the relief and recovery. Rather than distributing
to another fund, we were the community foundation on the
ground.”

– Alexa Benson-Valavanis

CEO 14 years ago.
“We’ve had contributions from all
over the globe but a large portion
in California. The Warriors and 49ers
have given and our wonderful relationship with Aaron Rodgers,” BensonValavanis said. “It’s been heartening
to see the outpouring of support.”
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the right organization to do it,” she
said.
Her team—she called them Love
Warriors and Healers—includes accountants and attorneys, but really,
she says, they’re just people who will
do anything to help alleviate suffering
in the world.

“It was an overwhelming transformation, but we were guided by
the same compass that we had
before—just a mandate to help as
many people as we could,” BensonValavanis said.
Lessons gleaned from Lazzarini and
basketball played a crucial role in
Benson-Valavanis’ efforts to grow the
scope and vision of the North Valley
Community Foundation.
“I learned the importance of building a team,” she said. “For me it was
understanding the strength of that
connection. And that comes from
being on a team where everything
is on the line together. You are just
as good as you are as a unit, so I
learned about trusting and commitment and picking up the person
that’s struggling, and I learned about
all of that because I’ve been on a
team since I was 4 years old.”
Another lesson she learned from
Lazzarini, Benson-Valavanis said, is to
trust and rely on your internal strength
and the ability to overcome adversity.
“Mary Ann knew who I was and believed in me and that was important
at that stage of my life,” Benson-Valavanis said. “I have a different style as
a leader, but the core values are the
same: I want to meet people exactly
as they are, and I want to encourage
and support their highest evolution.”
Benson-Valavanis did not yet know
it, but all of that inner-work and her
efforts to help expand the work of the
North Valley Community Foundation
equipped them to meet their greatest challenge yet.
“All of it is preparation for when a
tragedy of this scale strikes. You have
to reach in and take strength from
every part of yourself,” she said.
Benson-Valavanis’ relationship with
Lazzarini gave her strength. Her relationships with her wife and their son
give her strength. Her relationship with
the North Valley gives her strength.
Benson-Valavanis and the North
Valley Community Foundation, in
turn, have strengthened the people
of the North Valley, providing a beacon of light in one of its darkest hours.

Alumni Interview

Winningest pitcher
reflects on NCAA
titles, hall of fame
John-Eric Hernandez

John-Eric Hernandez’s name can be found throughout the
Chico State baseball program. The winningest pitcher in program history accumulated 41 victories from 1997–2000, a total
that left him with eight more than the previous record-holder,
the legendary Bush Dalrymple (1947-50).
Hernandez became No. 1 in innings pitched with 402.2,
topping Nick Baker (2011-14) by 69. Hernandez’s career totals
also rank first in starts with 56 and appearances with 75. His
334 strikeouts are 68 more than the second-place total of Nick
Bryant (2004-07).
For all the records he amassed, it was Hernandez’s success
on the biggest of stages—the NCAA Championship Finals,
otherwise known as the Division II College World Series—that
made him the Wildcat legend he remains today. Hernandez
was the winning pitcher in two games during the Wildcats’
1997 NCAA Championship Finals run, and two more in 1999,
when they won the NCAA title for the second time in three
seasons. Hernandez earned the MVP award for the Division II
Championships Finals the second time around.
Chico State’s 1997 and 1999 NCAA Championship baseball
teams will be celebrated at this year’s Chico State Athletics
Hall of Fame Ceremony at the Bell Memorial Union Auditorium
on September 21.
Hernandez took some time to reflect on his playing days
and all that he and the Wildcats accomplished in this interview for this edition of Wildcat Illustrated.
What have you been up to since graduating Chico State in
2000?
I went back home and lived on Catalina (Island) working various jobs
until I found my true calling, which is event planning. I have been doing
that since 2004 and started my own business in 2017. Last year, I got
married to my wife, Holly, who played softball at San Francisco State
seven years after I played, and I swear she is more competitive than I
am, and that is hard to say.
What do you remember most about your playing days as a
Wildcat?
There are so many memories. First off, the people—teammates,
coaches, professors, media, etc. Everyone in Chico is so friendly and
outgoing. I also love the town, the train going in the outfield, Bidwell
Park, and who could forget the one-way streets all over Chico. That
was very confusing for a kid from an island who learned to drive in golf
carts.
What was it like winning that first NCAA Championship?
Like a crazy dream. I don’t think anyone in the country thought we
could do it. There were times during the year that I didn’t think we could
do it. Our coaching staff was amazing and Coach Meggs not only made
us believe that we were one of the best programs in Division II but one
See ALUMNI/Page 19
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Women’s golf team
showed promise in fall
Following some encouraging results during its fall schedule,
the Chico State women’s golf team returns from a threemonth hiatus to begin the spring portion of the 2018–19 season. The Wildcats will play in five tournaments from February
through early April, then take part in the California Collegiate
Athletic Association (CCAA) Championships in hopes of advancing to the NCAA Championships and a chance to compete
for the Division II national title.
Second year interim Head
Coach Heather Fegley liked the
balance the Wildcats exhibited in
the fall.
“During our first four tournaments, we saw a lot of growth as
a team and showed that we are
starting to develop some depth
throughout our top five,” Fegley
said. “Typically in years past, we
really relied on our top three playClare Brady had a strong ers to lead the way, but as the
fall season progressed, it became
fall campaign.
apparent that any of our top five
was capable of leading the way for our team.”
A fifth-place finish in the October 22–23 Sonoma State Fall
Invitational highlighted the ’Cats fall tournament slate, which
concluded with Chico State at No. 64 in the Golfstat national
rankings. Senior Brittany O’Bryant posted the team’s best perround stroke average of 77.4, followed closely by sophomores
Clare Brady (77.9) and Natalie Kinney (79.0), and freshman
Olivia Loeffler (80.5).
Fegley is looking for her Wildcats squad to ratchet up the
consistency heading into the spring.
“Something that we really struggled with was closing out our
rounds,” Fegley said. “We would hit a hot streak and really be
in the mix of things about mid way through a round, but we
had a tendency to struggle coming in on the back nine. This
is something that we will focus on as we move into the spring
season.”
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Wildcats provide equipment for Paradise youth
Baseball team helps restock Paradise Little League
By Justin Couchot

Sports Information student assistant
Most Novembers, Chico State baseball head coach Dave Taylor and
his team are finishing up fall workouts
and getting ready for winter before
the intense spring workouts that lead
up to the February opener.
This season was different.
On November 8, at 6:33 a.m., the
deadliest fire in California history began. First in the towns of Pulga, then
Concow, Magalia, and Paradise,
before threatening eastern parts of
Chico and nearby Durham.
The fire burned 153,336 acres,
destroyed 13,972 homes, displaced
27,000 people, and caused 86
deaths, according to Cal Fire.
Chico State, along with other
surrounding schools, was forced to
suspend classes, beginning on the
evening of November 8, and did not
reopen until after Thanksgiving break,
on November 26.
For Chico State athletics, the initial
response centered around keeping
student-athletes safe. The cities of
Chico and Paradise and all of Butte
County have changed for the foreseeable future. This was not one of
the small annual or biannual fires that
people in the area had almost come
to expect.
“It was obviously something that
we’ve never seen before,” said
Taylor, a resident of Chico. “The day
that it happened, (we were) just
concerned about getting guys out
of here, getting them to relax a little
because everyone kind of panicked.”
While the fire stayed clear of directly affecting the Chico State baseball
team’s current student-athletes and
its coaching staff, it did impact one of
its own.
One of Coach Taylor’s former players, who lived in Paradise with his wife
and children, lost everything. That,
paired with the thought of the young
people of Paradise not being able to
play the game they grew up loving,
sprung the Wildcats into action.
“The second thing, once it was
contained, was about what we can
do to help,” Taylor said.

Chico State baseball player Cody Wissler helps some of the Paradise Little
Leaguers fit their new equipment. The Wildcat baseball team collected
enough gear to outfit Paradise Little League for the coming season.
On November 19, Chico State assistant baseball coach Jose Garcia sent
out a text to his team asking them
to consider looking for donations of
baseball gear for those affected by
the fire.
While many Wildcats jumped at the
idea, three players led the charge,
according to Taylor. Turner Olson
brought a truckful from the Bay Area,
Grady Morgan brought another
packed truck from Laguna Beach,
and Kristian Scott collected another
truckload in Southern California.
“I told my (high school) coach
about it, and it took off from there,”
Olson said.
The Wildcats were looking to help
whoever they could, from replenishing Little Leagues to helping the
Paradise High School baseball team
find the gear necessary to get back
on the diamond.
“Where I live, it was a no-brainer,
instantly,” Morgan, the redshirt freshman outfielder from Laguna Beach
said. “A town like Paradise is pretty
similar to a town like Laguna Beach in
terms of the value of banding together as a community.”
Scott, a corner infielder with Chico
State, worked an owner of a sporting
goods store while back home with his
parents. He immediately jumped in
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on the idea, collecting gear that was
delivered in multiple U-Hauls.
Taylor estimated Scott brought 300
bats and 200 gloves in the U-Haul
from Southern California.
It all started with Taylor asking the
team to try to find some of their own
baseball gear.
Then the day came when the team
showed up to Chico Junior High to
distribute the gear they had collected.
“When we got to the gym that
morning I was astounded, overwhelmed, use whatever superlative
you want, as to how much equipment was gathered,” said Paradise
Little League President Pam Beauchamp. “Then Chico State showed
up, the whole team.”
Beauchamp had been named
president of the league in September
and lost her home just two months
later in the fire.
The Wildcats unloaded box after
box. And then they began to organize it all.
“It was like the prettiest thing,”
Beauchamp remembered thinking.
“So not only did they bring boxes and
unbox things, but they were organizing too.”
The players hung out with the kids,
signed autographs, took pictures,

and helped take the kids’ minds off
tragedy for even a brief moment.
Taylor said the time his players spent
with the Paradise Little Leaguers distributing the materials was important.
“They can go home, get their stuff
and bring it back and feel they’ve
done their due diligence,” Taylor said.
“But to actually spend an hour with
those kids and talk to them about
what’s going on, I think that part was
good for them more so than actually
going out and getting the gear.”
With normal league fees running
roughly $85 this season, the Paradise
Little League is using a pay-as-youcan payment system with scholarships available, hoping fees will not
prohibit players from being back on
the field.
“I think that what we are trying to
do is get back to what we call some
sort of normal,” Beauchamp said.
They will be sharing field space with
Chico’s Westside Little League, as
well as playing interleague games.
She expects to have roughly half the
number of participants this year but is
remaining optimistic.
“We’re doing it for the kids because
we do love baseball and it is a part
of spring,” Beauchamp said. “I mean,
you can feel it in the air if you’ve
been around Little League.”
Taylor hopes the experience will
help him and his Wildcats to remain
mindful of the tragedy and those affected.
“To be kind of right in the middle of
it and interact with some of the kids
and people I think is a great learning
experience for them that they will be
able to take with them as they move
forward in their own lives,” Taylor said.
“It’s a very humbling experience.”
Baseball, like everything else, has
been impacted by the Camp Fire.
But thanks in part to the efforts of the
Wildcats, the same familiar sounds of
the game—the ping of the bat, the
snap of the glove, and the crunch
of cleats sprinting down the line—will
help them get back to “some sort of
normal” this season.

Softball team pitches in to help fire victims
Players help prepare food, aid in animal shelters
and gather softball equipment for affected athletes
The Chico State softball team didn’t
lose a game at home in 2018. The
Wildcats weren’t about to stand by
while the area around them was lost.
As the Camp Fire grew to be the
state’s most destructive wildfire in
history, players and coaches worked
together to help those affected.
They split off into four groups of five
to seven people at one of four locations: the Oroville Animal Hospital,
the Chico Municipal Airport animal
shelter, the Butte Humane Society
Pet Food and Pantry, and Italian Guy
Catering.
The Wildcats got started thanks to
Head Coach Angel Shamblin, a Las
Plumas High (Oroville) graduate.
“All of us were asking her, bombarding her with where could we
help,” said sophomore first baseman
Reilani Peleti. “Because she’s a Chico
local, we just figured she knows more

people. She has connections with
Butte Humane Society. All of our team
wanted to do something.”
It didn’t take long.
“Once we talked about it, ‘This is
what we’re going to do.’ Then we all
just worked together to get out in the
community to do whatever we could
do to help out,” Shamblin said. “We
spread out in the community and did
as much as we could while we could
volunteer.”
That meant a lot of hours in a short
amount of time.
“We prepped a bunch of food,”
said senior infielder Wendy Cardinali,
who was a previous employee at Italian Guy Catering before the Camp
Fire and volunteered there to help
make meals for those who were displaced after the disaster. “Thousands
of meals a day, lunch and dinner.”
Cardinali went 3-4 times a week,

Ari Marsh, Bailey Akins, Courtney Springman (Left to right on the left side),
and Angel Lopez, Megan Krause and Brooke Larsen (left to right on the
right side) volunteered at the Butte County Animal Control emergency animal shelter.
spending an estimated 40 hours to
help, as did Rachael Atkins, Karli Dugger, Claire Wayne, Annie Weiss, and
Kristin Worley.
“Some girls were even writing on

lunch bags, ‘Chico State loves Paradise,’” Cardinali said. “It was so cute.
It felt good we were doing this for
people in our community and how
See PITCHES/Page 23
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Softball team has high expectations
2019 softball schedule
Feb. 5 – San Francisco State (2), noon
Feb. 6 – San Francisco State (2), 11 a.m.
Feb. 15 – Humboldt State (2), noon
Feb. 16 – Humboldt State (2), noon
Feb. 22 – at Sonoma State (2), noon
Feb. 23 – at Sonoma State (2), noon
March 2 – at Cal State San Marcos (2), noon
March 3 – at Cal State San Marcos (2), noon
March 8 – CS San Bernardino (2), noon
March 9 – CS San Bernardino (2), 11 a.m.
March 16 – at CS Dominguez Hills (2), 1 p.m.
March 17 – at CS Dominguez Hills (2), 11 a.m.
March 24 – UC San Diego (2), 1 p.m.
March 25 – UC San Diego (2), 1 p.m.

Tournament of Champions at Turlock

March 29 – Holy Names, 4:30 p.m.
March 29 – Central Washington, 7:30 p.m.
March 30 – Montana State-Billings, 3 p.m.
March 30 – Hawaii Hilo, 7 p.m.
March 30 – Concordia (Ore.), 11:30 a.m.
April 5 – at Cal State Monterey Bay (2), 1 p.m.
April 6 – at Cal State Monterey Bay (2), 11 a.m.
April 12 – Stanislaus State (2), 1 p.m.
April 13 – Stanislaus State (2), noon
April 19 – at Cal State East Bay (2), 1 p.m.
April 20 – at Cal State East Bay (2), 11 a.m.
May 2-5 – CCAA Tournament at Seaside
May 9-11 – NCAA West Regional
May 16 – NCAA Super Regional
May 22-27 – NCAA Championships at Denver, Colo.
Bold type indicates home games

There’s no getting around the fact that the
Chico State softball team enjoyed a magical 2018 season. In the program’s 50th year of
existence, the Wildcats won a school-record
55 games, captured the California Collegiate
Athletic Association (CCAA) regular season
and tournament crowns, brought home the
NCAA West Region title, advanced to the
NCAA Championship Tournament finals for the
first time in 16 years, and finished 2018 ranked
No. 7 in the nation. As a result, you can’t blame
Chico State softball fans for carrying high expectations into the 2019 season.
“Team 50,” which set no less than 13 school
records, is now officially part of the history
books. And though a whopping 14 players
return from last year’s record-setting softball
squad, the 2019 edition of the Wildcats—
“Team 51,” as it is referred—isn’t giving last
season a whole lot of thought.
“I think that this year, especially, we’re taking
the word ‘expectation’ out of the equation,”
said head coach Angel Shamblin, now in her
10th season at the helm. “We’re not trying to
re-live last year, and we’re not going into this
season trying to top it. Last year was awesome, but it’s a thing of the past. Hopefully

we learned from last year’s experiences and
will use them to move forward. As far as we’re
concerned, it’s a brand new season.”
Shamblin made
some history herself
in 2018,
becoming the
winningest
head
coach
in Chico
State
softball
history. But
along with
her entire
team
and new
assistant
Ari Marsh
coaches
Sarah Galaviz and Cyrena Taylor, the Wildcats
have united to dial in on the basic tasks that
face them in 2019—repeating as CCAA
See EXPECTATIONS/Page 23
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There exists a long history of magical May
moments at Nettleton Stadium, home of the
Chico State baseball team. Those memories
are a bit faded,
however, because University
Commencement ceremonies have fallen
on the same
weekend as the
opening round
of the NCAA
Tournament for
a number of
years now, removing the possibility of playing
them there.
The Chico
Grant Larson
State baseball
team has set one major goal in 2019—to clear
out The Nett’s postseason cobwebs. With the
addition of a Super Regional round to the
NCAA Division II baseball playoffs this season,
that opportunity is back on the table.
The NCAA Championship Tournament

begins on Commencement weekend once
again in 2019, spanning May 16–20, with a pair
of three-team sub-regionals taking place. The
sub-regional winners will advance to the NCAA
Championship Super Regional, a three-game
series, May 24-26, with a berth in the NCAA
Championship Finals (commonly known as the
Division II College World Series) on the line.
“Hosting the Super is their goal,” said Wildcats Head Coach Dave Taylor. “We’re going
all in on that. We’d love to take our chances
with our home crowd and our home field, with
the next step being the College World Series.”
The road to hosting at home is a long one,
with many twists, turns, and trappings along
the way. But Taylor believes he has a team
that has a chance to navigate it all—not despite but because of the 26 new faces on his
team.
“Sometimes you get guys you have to shake
up to get going, but this group likes to practice
and seems to like each other, which is important. It’s a high energy group and they’ve
been fun to work with. There’s a lot of excitement out there,” said Taylor. “The returners are
See MAGIC/Page 18

2019 baseball schedule

Feb. 8 – Simpson, 2 p.m.
Feb. 9 – Simpson (2), noon
Feb. 15 – Stanislaus State, 3 p.m.
Feb. 16 – Stanislaus State, noon
Feb. 17 – at Stanislaus State (2), 1 p.m.
Feb. 22 – at San Francisco State, 2 p.m.
Feb. 23 – at San Francisco State (2), 11 a.m.
Feb. 24 – at San Francisco State, 11 a.m.
March 1 – Cal State Monterey Bay, 2 p.m.
March 2 – Cal State Monterey Bay (2), noon
March 3 – Cal State Monterey Bay, 11 a.m.
March 8 – at Cal State East Bay, 2 p.m.
March 9 – at Cal State East Bay (2), 11 a.m.
March 10 – at Cal State East Bay, noon.
March 15 – at CS San Bernardino, 6 p.m.
March 16 – at CS San Bernardino (2), 1 p.m.
March 17 – at CS San Bernardino, 11 a.m.
March 22 – Cal State LA, 6 p.m.
March 23 – Cal State LA (2), noon
March 24 – Cal State LA, 11 a.m.
March 29 – at UC San Diego, 6 p.m.
March 30 – at UC San Diego (2), 1 p.m.
March 31 – at UC San Diego, noon
April 5 – Cal State San Marcos, 6 p.m.
April 6 – Cal State San Marcos (2), noon
April 7 – Cal State San Marcos, 11 a.m.
April 12 – at CS Dominguez Hills, 3 p.m.
April 13 – at CS Dominguez Hills (2), noon
April 14 – at CS Dominguez Hills, 11 a.m.
April 18 – Cal Poly Pomona, 6 p.m.
April 19 – Cal Poly Pomona (2), noon
April 20 – Cal Poly Pomona, 11 a.m.
April 26 – Sonoma State, 6 p.m.
April 27 – Sonoma State (2), noon
April 28 – Sonoma State, noon
May 8-11 – CCAA Tournament at Stockton
May 16-20 – NCAA West Regional, TBD
May 24-May 26 – NCAA Super Regional, TBD
June 1-8 – NCAA Championships, Cary, N.C.
Bold type indicates home games
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Second Wildcat Giving Day will be held Feb. 14
A message from ...

Robert Talley

Director of Development,
Intercollegiate Athletics

Giving Day 2017 was very new territory for everyone at the University. In
athletics, we had very high expectations because we understood what
our potential was, but the energy and
engagement was incredible.
After the success we had in 2017, we
could not wait until 2018 rolled around.
Due to the Camp Fire, it was decided it
would be best to push back Giving Day
for programs on campus in order to
focus on an immediate need. As I have
witnessed the compassion and strength
of the Chico State community, both
near and far, over the last few months,
we are energized to roll out our latest
addition of Giving Day to support our
campus programs.

On Thursday, February 14, Chico
State’s Giving Day 2018–19 will take
place. On this day, we will combine the
feeling of Chico Love Week, Valentine’s
Day, and the passion we all feel to help
Chico State achieve its goals. This year,
our goal and focus over the next few
weeks is to increase the number of donors (467) we had on Giving Day 2017.
You can help us reach that goal by not
only giving to your area of interest, but
also encouraging family and friends to
do the same.
Giving Day is very important for the
department not only because of the
money raised, but because it is an opportunity to show the power of athletics
and display the affinity our alums and

donors have for their programs.
Last year, all 13 of our athletic teams
advanced to the postseason. This is
due in large part to the quality of our
student-athletes and coaches. But the
wonderful people who support our programs are also vital. It is not a coincidence that the more financial support
we have received from our amazing
donors, the more successful our teams
have been over the years.
We will be kicking off Giving Day with
a gathering of all our student-athletes
and coaches, one of whom you might
hear from personally. The Wildcat Family thanks you in advance for helping us
show our strength.

MaGic: Wildcats would like to host regional title series in May
“I really like our defense.
We’ve always prided ourselves on that part of the
game. This group is just a
little bit more of an athletic
group than in recent years,
especially up the middle. It’s
just a high level of catch on
a consistent basis and fun to
watch.”

From Page 17

embracing a high number of new
guys. We knew it would be a little bit
of a challenge early, but I think we’re
in a good spot heading into February.”
Chico State, which enters the season ranked No. 21 in the nation and
No. 5 in the West Region, is coming off
a 31-24 season in which it advanced
to the California Collegiate Athletic
Association (CCAA) Tournament and
NCAA Championship Tournament.
Four of the nine regulars in the lineup
return—designated hitter Alex DeVito,
outfielders Turner Olson and Dustin
Miller, and catcher Tyler “Ty” Stofiel.
On the mound, starters Grant Larson
and William Curless return, along with
relievers Andrew Lopez and Kenton
Carruthers.
“That leadership they all bring to
the table, but specifically Alex, Ty,
and Grant—guys that have been
around the block a little bit—has
been good,” said Taylor. “We have to
take advantage of that experience
from a leadership standpoint. That’s
an important factor in success—leaders that have gone through different
experiences and guys believing in
them. And personality-wise, they are
all over the board, and I think that
helps.”
Infielder Michael Lagier and catchers Trenton Stowe and Myles Moran

– Dave Taylor

are also back, along with a pair of
redshirt freshmen: first baseman Mark
Taylor and pitcher Dalton Smith.
Pitching and defense will be the
team’s calling card, according to
Taylor.
“I really like our defense. We’ve
always prided ourselves on that part
of the game. This group is just a little
bit more of an athletic group than
in recent years, especially up the
middle,” said Taylor. “It’s just a high
level of catch on a consistent basis
and fun to watch.
“Our pitchers witnessing their
abilities since early September goes a
long way with the trust that they have
in those guys. That’s not a stat you
can ever evaluate. But just the trust of
filling up the strike zone knowing those
guys are going to make plays behind
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them is an invaluable aspect of pitching,” he added.
Larson, a preseason Second Team
All-West Region selection who went
6-4 with a 3.39 earned run average
last season as a sophomore, will help
set the tone for the pitching staff.
Curless started five games and saw
action in nine, compiling a record of
2-2 and a 5.56 ERA.
“Depth is our strength on the
mound. Experience is not,” said Taylor. “But you have Grant on Friday or
Saturday. Curless has had some good
innings for us starting last year. And
there are some guys we think have a
chance to be really good.”
Lopez (1-0 with a 3.74 ERA in 12 appearances last season) is someone
Taylor plans to transition into a starting
role as well.
Lefty Gilbert Romero (8-1 with a 1.78
ERA in 86 innings as a sophomore at
Cerritos Community College last season) and 6-foot-4 right-hander Gabe
Armstrong of Santa Ana Community
College are likely to get early starts.
If he winds up in the bullpen, Lopez
is expected to play a key role in an
area that Taylor believes can be one
of the team’s major strengths, and
the same is true for Carruthers (0-0
with a 5.91 ERA in nine appearances).
“This has the potential to be one
of the better ‘pens we’ve had,” said
Taylor. “There’s depth, there’s veloc-

ity, there’s toughness and command.
I really think if we can get our starter
through five or into the sixth, we can
turn it over to the bullpen and be very
comfortable.”
Junior transfers Alex Kent, Daniel
Foret, Sid Lacey, Wyatt Boyce, Connor Sealey, Ryan Calderon, and Peter
Eitapence have all caught Taylor’s
eye. Smith, a redshirt freshman, and
Ellis Stevens, who is transitioning from
being a position player, will also be
ready to go. Freshman Travis Lavendier will redshirt.
The pitching staff’s job will be to
throw strikes and let that athletic defense Taylor referenced make plays
behind them.
Junior college transfers JT Navarro
and Tyler Grissom are vying for starts
at shortstop. They could both see
time at second base as well, along
with Griffin Hennessey, Lagier, and
sophomore Andrew Renteria, a transfer from Stanislaus State.
Stofiel and Moran will likely see the
majority of time behind the plate,
though Stowe (who Taylor plans to
use as a crucial bat off the bench)
and newcomers Bryce Beauchamp
and Takis Thayer are ready to step in.
Nick Mora, a freshman, will redshirt.
“This is Tyler’s fourth year in the program, and he’s seen the good, the
bad, and the ugly, and that provides

See DEFENSE/Page 19

alumni: So many memories defense: And pitching
From Page 11

of the best in all of collegiate baseball.

How did the second NCAA title compare?
I have to say that the second one was a bit
sweeter. I believe that year we opened up at Cal
Poly Pomona and got no-hit in the third game of the
year. I don’t think we won league that year either.
We just got hot at the right time and rolled through
the playoffs and world series. That team I have to
say was my favorite, along with the 2000 team. The
guys were just very close, and we are still very close
today.
How were the two teams similar? How were
they different?
They were similar in the way we played our best
baseball toward the end of the year. And again,
that comes from our coaches. They instilled in us
that the season was a marathon not a sprint. The
way the teams differ is that we weren’t nearly as
talented (on paper) in 1999 as we were in 1997. In
1997, we did it with the long ball. In 1999, it was
pitching, defense, and timely hitting.
You were the College World Series MVP in
1999. What did that mean to you?
To me it was an individual award that I could have
easily shared with my teammates. My defense was
so good behind me that it gave me the confidence
to be able to throw any pitch at any time, and they
would make a play. Another cool part about it was
my roommate in the minor leagues (Ronnie Merrill, in the Detroit Tigers’ system) was the D-II World
Series MVP in 1998. That was pretty cool.
You finished high on several Chico State records whether it’s for a single game, season,
or a career. Which mark are you most proud
of? Why?
Most career wins is what I’m most proud of. It
shows that my coaches had confidence in me from
the beginning and I was able to produce for them.
Would you want to see someone come along
and surpass all your records?
Definitely! When I broke the all-time wins record
held by Bush Dalrymple, he had held it for 50 years.
The weekend I broke it, he came out and congratulated me, and I thought that was very big of him. I
would love to be able to do that to another Wildcat
someday.
Which is the last record you’d want someone
to break of yours?
I don’t really have one, but if I have to say one I
would say career innings pitched. Like I said earlier,
I loved that my coaches had confidence in me right
away.
If you were listing your skills and attributes on
what made you so successful while playing

for the Wildcats, what would be No. 1?
Throwing lots of strikes and working fast for my
defense behind me. The coaching staff recruited
some very high-quality gloves during my time at
Chico State, except for one of my best friends and
fellow Hall of Famer Bao-Nhan Vinh. He came in as
a highly touted outfielder and left as a great DH.

What was your best athletic experience as a
Wildcat?
My first ever game as a freshman. I came in out
of the ‘pen with the bases loaded and no outs and
struck out the side. I remember being so nervous
on the mound that I almost threw up before my first
pitch.
What was your best experience as a Chico
State student?
My relationships with some of my professors and
making lifelong friends from the dorms as well as
my teammates.
What would you tell other student-athletes
or students in general considering attending
Chico State?
That coming to Chico State was hands down one
of the best decisions I’ve ever made in my life.
What’s something most people don’t know
about you?
That I wasn’t recruited to play at Chico State and
my tryout for the team was a favor. Coach Meggs
brought me in to his office prior to my tryout and told
me straight up that he doesn’t really bring in freshman and that my chances of making the team were
pretty much nil.
Hyphenated names are pretty common.
But usually they’re last names. How did you
come by yours?
I was named after John F. Kennedy (my mother’s
favorite president) and my great-grandfather Eric.
What does it mean to you to have those two
teams honored at the Chico State Sports Hall
of Fame Banquet and Dinner later this year?
That is truly an honor.
You were already inducted yourself in 2010.
What was that experience like?
It was unbelievable. My mother surprised me and
drove up with my sister from LA and made it just in
time for the ceremony. I was also inducted in the
same class as one of my teammates, Josh Osborn.
That was really cool.
Is there anything you’d like to add?
I would like to add that I have a lot of friends who
played collegiately for other schools and our Chico
State alumni is by far the best. We all talk to each
other at least once a week and have a really strong
bond. We really became a family up there, and I
think of my ex-teammates as brothers.

From Page 18

a real value to us,” Taylor said. “He’s progressively improved
on the offensive side, and defensively, I would think he’ll be
the best defensive catcher in the league.
“And if we decided to go with a little more offensive lineup,
Myles is there.” he added.
Miller has made the transition to first base from the outfield
this season. Taylor and Kristian Scott could see time there and
at third base.
Jorge Perez, a .337 hitter at Cerritos Community College last
season, is the starter at third.
“He won the job in the fall. He’s going to be a middle-of-theorder everyday third baseman for us,” said Taylor.
With Miller sliding over to first, Olson is the Wildcats’ lone
remaining starter in the outfield, coming off a freshman season
in which he hit .320 and got on base at a .402 clip. He will likely
occupy left field.
Senior Brandon Hernandez will start in center field after transferring from Nebraska-Kearney when it eliminated its baseball
program following last season. Hernandez hit .383 with 33
extra-base hits (including 27 doubles), drove in 46 runs, and
stole 12 bases as a junior.
“You’d think, if you walked out there, this would be his fifth
year here,” said Taylor. “He’s just kind of a baseball rat. Guys
caught on to that early, and he’s taken on some of that leadership, quarterbacking that center field spot. That was a good
get for us.”
Right field is still there for the taking, according to Taylor, with
junior transfers Cody Wissler, Kyle Pineda, Eddie Zavala, and
Aaron Lizarraga all in the running. Grady Morgan, a freshman,
will redshirt.
“It’s a deep group all around. It’s going to be hard to write
a lineup and not feel like I’m leaving someone out because
they all have some ad-value,” said Taylor. “It’s going to be a
challenge for me to get the right guys in there. They are all
kind of plus-players. It’s a good problem to have.”
Being tasked with getting a team in the postseason is as
well, but it is something Taylor has excelled at, having guided
the Wildcats into the postseason 10 times in his first 12 seasons
at the helm, including three in a row.
The top six finishers in the CCAA will advance to the CCAA
Tournament at Banner Island Ballpark in Stockton May 8-11.
The winner, along with the winner of the Great Northwest Athletic Conference Tournament and the regular-season champion of the Pacific West Conference, will receive an automatic
berth in the NCAA Championship Tournament.
The other three spots in the six-team tournament will be
selected by a committee.
If the Wildcats are among those six teams, it would mark
the 18th time in the last 24 seasons they’ve advanced to the
NCAA Championship Tournament. And they would start that
quest on the road for the sixth time in a row.
This time, though, if they can survive a three-team battle for
a spot in the Super Regional, they might just be coming home
to play their first postseason baseball at Nettleton Stadium
since 2008.
“It’s been a number of years since we’ve been able to host.
Guys have talked about it for five months now,” said Taylor.
“Now it’s time to go out there and put ourselves in position to
have a chance.”
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Year-Round Classes ∙ Year-Round Opportunity
Taking classes through CSU, Chico lets you grow professionally, explore personal interests,
prepare for a career change, earn credit toward a degree, or give university life a try.
• On-campus & online classes • No application or admission required
• Undergraduate & graduate level classes available • Transferrable & transcript credits available

Summer ’19 registration begins
April 2. Classes begin June 3

Fall ’19 classes & registration
begin August 26

Online at rce.csuchico.edu/year-round

Page 20• Wildcat Illustrated •Spring 2019

Winter ’20 registration begins
November 1. Classes begin January 2

Spring ’20 classes & registration
begin January 21

Lema helps feed
many thousand
fire victims
Paul Lema understands teamwork.
As a Chico State football player in the
1970s, he was a wide receiver on a pair
of teams coached by Dick Trimmer back
when the Wildcats played in the Far Western Conference.
When the Camp Fire ravaged Paradise
and the surrounding communities on November 8, Lema’s teamwork and business
acumen came in handy as his catering
business, Italian Guy Catering, became a
lifeline to thousands of evacuees, first responders, and infrastructure personnel.
Lema said he received a call from World
Central Kitchen the day the fire broke out,
as it looked for a commercial kitchen in
which to run its operation. World Central
Kitchen is a not-for-profit, non-governmental organization devoted to providing
meals in the wake of natural disasters.
See FEED/Page 30

Paul Lema (second from right) poses with the World Central Kitchen volunteers as they prepare Paella for
5,000 evacuees.
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title: Wildcat men return six CCAA champions
From Page 5

the 5,000 meters at the CCAA Championships in Turlock, the 17th straight
season a Wildcat claimed that particular conference crown. King then
earned All-America honors in the 5K
by finishing eighth at the NCAAs, securing the team’s top-10 standing.
Wyatt Baxter joins King as distance
runners already owning hardware. He
won the conference title in the 10,000
meters as a freshman.
Jack Johnson was an All-American
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase by
placing seventh at nationals. He
was also 11th in the nation in the 5K
despite competing for a third straight
day after the steeplechase’s preliminaries and final.
Teddy Kassa joins Johnson in the
steeplechase this season after the
distance runner earned All-CCAA
honors in cross country.
Sefa Ilaoa won the discus at conference while finishing fourth in the
hammer and sixth in the shot put,
contributing mightily to the Wildcats’
CCAA-best total of 252.5 points, 89.5
points clear of second-place UC, San
Diego.
That margin was boosted by Domo
Mosley winning the 400 meters, and
now the Upland product returns for
his senior season while aiming for

more of the same.
Chico State fielded one of the best
“He’s going to be on our both of
groups of high jumpers in the counrelays,” Hanf said. “He’s one of our
try thanks to tapping into the area’s
aces.”
pipeline of talent. Chris Jaeger, from
Seniors
nearby HamIsaiah Royilton High,
2019 track & field schedule
bal and
took secHasani Barrett Feb. 28-March 1 – Chico Multi Classic
ond in the
March 1-2 – Stanislaus State Kim Duyst Invitational at Turlock
headline the
conference,
March 9 – Wildcat Invitational
March 15-16 – at Sacramento State Hornet Invitational
sprint crew
and Sethan
March 21-22 – at Sacramento City College Jamie Nieto Invitational
along with
Miller, a
March 28-30 – at San Francisco State Distance Carnival
newcomer
Pleasant
March 29-20 – at Stanford Invitational
April 6 – Chico State Distance Carnival & Twilight Invitational
Kristofer CasValley High
April 11-12 – Stanislaus State Multi at Turlock
tillo.
graduate,
April 12-13 – Azusa Pacific Bryan Clay Invitational at Azusa
Sophoplaced third.
April 18-20 – Mt. SAC Relays at Torrance
April 19-20 – at Long Beach State Invitational
mores
“We’ve
May 2-4 – CCAA Championships at La Jolla
Randall
got
our eyes
May 11 – Stanislaus State Warrior Last Chance at Turlock
LeBlanc, Alex
on a bunch
May 11 – at Portland, Ore. Twilight
May 23-25 – NCAA Championships at Kingsville, Texas.
Davila, and
of school
Bold type indicates home meet
Dylan Smith
records. The
continued
discus is one
Chico State’s
with Sefa.
dominance in the decathlon. LeBlanc The high jump is certainly one with
won the CCAA title, edging Davila,
Tyler,” Hanf said.
while Smith finished fourth. They’ll be
Gary Towne’s customary group of
joined by Jason Adams, a transfer
distance runners pack the roster as
from Monterey Peninsula Community
well.
College, this season.
Then there are the middle distances
That’s not the only event in which
led by Derek Morton and Michael
the Wildcats feature ample depth.
Good. Both qualified for nationals in
Arroyo, victorious at the first six meets
the 800 with Morton’s time of 1:48.90
he participated in, led the nation in
good for the fifth-best time in the
the high jump for much of the seaheats. But he missed out on the finals
son. Some of his biggest competition
because he was fifth in his own heat.
came from within his own team as
“His response to that was fabulous.

‘Oh, it just gives me something more
to work for,’” Hanf said.
Lance Huber leads several pole
vaulters, and senior Alec Dronen has
provided CCAA-scoring performances in both the long jump and high
jump.
Another newcomer to watch is Alex
Graham, a Butte College transfer.
He’spicked up the javelin quickly.
“Watch for him. He never did track
in high school,” Hanf said, noting the
Woodland product found his niche
while at Butte. “He gave it a shot,
picked up a spear and made it to the
state meet.”
While May is the endpoint of the
season, the Wildcats have plenty of
steps before that. After the annual
Cardinal and White Invitational—
the team’s intrasquad event set for
February 23—the Wildcats host three
meets. First is the Chico Multi Classic
for decathletes and heptathletes on
February 28 and March 1. The Wildcat
Invitational is March 9, and the Chico
State Distance Carnival is April 6.
The conference championships
meet is on May 2-4 and hosted by UC
San Diego in La Jolla with the NCAAs
in Kingsville, Texas, on May 23-25.
“A lot of big goals this year. Defending our conference title,” Hanf said.
“We want to bring home another
banner. That never gets old.”

New: Team excelled in classroom with 21 All-CCAA Academic stars
From Page 5

and the Chico State Distance Carnival and Twilight
Invitational is April 6.
“We’re excited to host some meets and enjoy
the whole experience,” Nooney said.
The conference championships meet is on May
2–4 and hosted by UC San Diego in La Jolla. The
NCAA Division II Championships take place in
Kingsville, Texas, on May 23–25.
As a junior last season, Megan Farrell won the
conference title in the pole vault, the sixth year in
a row the event belonged to a Wildcat. She’ll be
among multiple Wildcats looking to make it seven
straight seasons. Farrell’s winning vault of 3.71 meters (12 feet, 2 inches) was good for sixth in program history. Junior Jade Parmenter-Barnes’ 3.51
(11-6.25) earned her fourth place at the CCAAs
and also left her in a tie for 10th in school history.
“There’s a lot of young, developmental athletes
with a ton of upside,” Nooney said. “Our program
has always been good about finding potential and
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increasing potential.”
Alexandria Tucker posted an NCAA Provisional
qualifying time in the 5,000 meters as a freshman.
In the fall as a sophomore, she took second at the
CCAA Championships in cross country.
Sheena Blackwell moved up to fourth among
all Wildcats in the 400-meter hurdles as a junior last
year and could threaten the school record as a
senior.
Nicole Anthony had a strong steeplechase season in 2017 and looks to return to form this year.
Adelae Fredeen had a standout season as a
true freshman, ranking high in the heptathlon and
the 100-meter hurdles a year ago. Nooney is also
excited about the tremendous upside of Isabella
Moyer after her freshman season.
“She’s among the fastest freshmen we’ve had.
She could go under 12 seconds,” he said, referring
to her performance in the 100 meters.
Moyer could end up running in the 100, the 200,
and the 4x100 relay, he added.

Other returners to keep an eye on include Nadia
Torkman in the high jump, Elyssa Schall in the middle distance events, Taylor Nevitt in the hammer,
shot, and discus, along with Desirae Jones and
Nora Pizzella, who each enjoyed All-CCAA campaigns in cross country in the fall and look to carry
their performance there over to the track with the
distance events.
“Things are ready to jump to that next level,”
Nooney said. “We’ve got some newbies who are
going to step up.”
A handful of new vaulters, led by Lara Condosta,
give the Wildcats a deep, talented group for the
event.
Savannah Bailey comes from Sutter High School
after a standout prep career capped by a sensational performance at the Northern Section championships, where she won both the 200 and 400
meters while taking second in the 100.
The new season is about to begin, and there is a
lot to be excited about.

expectations: Team has solid group of returnees

From Page 17

champs, and returning to the NCAA
Championship Tournament for the
fifth consecutive season.
“We’ve talked a lot about not worrying about others’ expectations, and
not getting caught up in people asking us how we’re going to surpass last
year’s records,” Shamblin said. “That’s
just not what we’re focused on. If we
work hard and stay consistent with
how we approach every single day,
we will be successful.”
While a solid nucleus is back from
the 2018 team, there’s no avoiding
the fact the Wildcats will miss the
immense contributions of Taylor and
All-Americans Haley Gilham and Karli
Skowrup. Gilham won a school-record 31 games in the pitcher’s circle
last year while Taylor and Skowrup
combined for 19 home runs and 103
runs batted in.
One thing is certain: this year’s edition of the Wildcats is easily the deepest team Shamblin has assembled
since taking over the reins in 2010. In
addition to the 14 returners, the ’Cats
have added six new recruits who not
only bolster the team’s pitching staff
but afford Chico State flexibility in the
batting lineup and a myriad of looks
defensively.
“It takes a whole team,” Shamblin
said. “Everyone contributes and has
a role on this team, and we’re looking
for all 20 players we have on our trav-

eling roster to do what they need to
do to help us get better every day.”
It’s rare when a team can replace
one All-American pitcher with another, but that’s exactly what the
Wildcats have done for 2019. Brooke
Larsen, a sophomore who posted
a 22-5 record and 1.42 earned run
average last season at Academy of
Art, has transferred to Chico to join an
already talented pitching staff.
A power pitcher who struck out 217
batters a year ago, Larsen will share
time in the circle with returning ’Cats’
hurlers Naomi Monahan (15-1, 2.83
ERA in 2018 to earn All-CCAA and
All-West Region honors), lefty Sam
Mulock (7-1, 2.13 ERA) and senior
righty Amanda Flores (2-0). Megan
Krause, a junior transfer from Kansas
Wesleyan who went 13-10 with a 2.74
ERA last year, will also be asked to log
some important innings for the ’Cats
in 2019. Though redshirting this season,
sophomore righthander Courtney
Springman (a 16-game winner last
season at Division I West Point) only
adds to Chico State’s stockpile of
quality arms in 2020.
The pitching staff will be supported
by a talented array of position players
that combine speed and power on
offense and lockdown glovework on
defense.
Claire Wayne (.261 batting average, nine home runs, and a .453
on-base percentage in 2018) is back
behind the dish for her senior season,

making up one-third of a Wildcats’
catching corps that also features
solid-hitting sophomore Sara Mitrano,
and junior transfer Ana Hayes (an
All-State selection after batting .371
last year for College of the Sequoias
in Visalia).
The Chico State infield is deep at
every position, and includes two of
the team’s top power hitters from a
year ago. All-CCAA selection Bailey
Akins, who set a school record with 16
home runs in 2018, can play both first
and third base, as can sophomore
Reilani Peleti. First Team All-CCAA and
All-West Region recipient Wendy Cardinali (.292 batting average, 10 home
runs, 34 runs batted in and 11 stolen
bases last season) can provide the
’Cats with quality defense on either
side of the second base bag, with
sophomore returner Angel Lopez and
true freshman Karli Dugger (Roseville
High School) both expected to log
some key innings.
The outfield presents a variety of
“mix and match” options for Shamblin
and the Wildcats. All-CCAA selection
Ari Marsh, coming off a .354 batting
average last year and entering this
season just 34 hits shy of becoming Chico State softball’s all-time
hits leader, will anchor right field.
Patrolling center will be junior Kristin
Worley—a .380 hitter last year (resulting in her second straight All-CCAA
and All-West Region accolades), her
speed accounted for 52 runs and 35

stolen bases on offense, while defensively eliminating the gaps in left- and
right-center field.
Sophomore Breanna Martin, who
displayed some clutch power in the
postseason last year, will see plenty of
action in left field in 2019. But thanks
to the team’s outfield depth, the
Wildcats can frequently utilize the talents of sophomores Annie Weiss and
Shelby Burdette, along with incoming
freshmen Rachael Atkins (Galt’s Liberty Ranch High School) and Amanda
Metzger (Oakmont High in Roseville).
When they’re not pitching, Larsen
and Flores will be contributing to the
’Cats’ offensive attack. Flores hit .367
last season to earn All-CCAA and
All-West Region honors. Larsen led
Academy of Art with a .360 batting average with 20 extra-base hits.
Another potent Wildcat bat will be
featured next season, as freshman
Molly Brown (Escalon High School) will
redshirt in 2019.
As defending conference champs,
Chico State will certainly not be
sneaking up on anyone this season,
as every team in the always-competitive CCAA will be gunning to knock
off the Wildcats. Shamblin, however,
thinks “Team 51” is up to the challenge.
This season’s Wildcats may not
be concerning themselves with last
year’s amazing 2018 run, but that
won’t prevent them from once again
going for it all.

Pitches: Players find several ways to help fire victims

From Page 15

close we are.”
The rest of the team splintered off to help the
other three locations.
“I’m so proud of them,” Shamblin said. “As a
student-athlete, their time is so limited. To see them
know what is important and value our community
that much that they’re willing to get out and in
their free time help out, I think that speaks to what
we’re trying to do with our program’s culture. One
of our core values is be selfless.”
The team wanted to help each other as much
as Chico’s neighbors to the east. The fire forced
Cardinali and teammate Ana Hayes to evacuate
their apartment near Bruce Road and 20th Street.
Teammates rushed over to help get anything the
two might want to save in case the fire’s flames
reached their home.

Being evacuated made the feeling to volunteer
even greater, Cardinali said.
Peleti knows the devastation a fire can bring all
too well. Hailing from Santa Rosa, she had family
members who lost homes in that community’s fire
in 2017.
That experience inspired Peleti and her mother to
drive up from Santa Rosa over Thanksgiving break
to volunteer at Italian Guy Catering.
When players weren’t volunteering over break,
they were still finding ways to help. They collected
their old softball gear and also gathered donations
for new gear so they could donate to Paradise
softball players.
“These girls can’t play softball for a while. We just
can’t imagine getting that taken away from us,”
Peleti said. “I think that’s something that drives us.”
The Wildcats realized through the ordeal, they

got something out of the experience as well.
“We got a little closer. Times like this, everyone
comes together,” Peleti said. “This is the community we live in. I think we fell more in love with
Chico, too. This area, even though it was tragic, it
was really awesome to see how people could pull
together.”
That helped bring into focus a different mindset.
“It brought up a lot of conversations on being
grateful. We saw how things changed in just one
day,” Peleti said. “We take a lot of things for granted for each day. We’re lucky to have two homes,
one in Chico and one back home.
“We have no excuse. We should always be working hard because we’re grateful to be out here on
the field,” Peleti said. “The biggest thing is we’re
very grateful.”
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Wildcats’ Team Physician –

Dr. Phillip Jones
Orthopedic Surgery and Sports Medicine
Specializing in:
Arthroscopic shoulder and knee surgery
Total knee replacement
Total hip replacement
Total shoulder replacement

530-897-4500
300+ Homes Available

WELCOME
HOME.
With over 300 homes within 3 miles of Chico State University
and the Chico downtown area, we're excited to welcome you to
Chico Student Housing! If you're a student at CSUC or simply
want to live close to all our downtown has to offer, you've come
to the right place!

Entwood

Property Management

530-809-0802
Info@entwoodpm.com
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YOUR NEW
HOME AWAITS.

Wondolowski helps relief with soccer camp
The sights and sounds of the Chris Wondolowski Soccer Camp were like any other soccer camp. Children ran
around, playing the sport they love, laughing and smiling.
That’s exactly what the organizers envisioned.
“I wanted the kids to just be able to play again,” camp
organizer Robby Busick said. “All these other stresses and
things to worry about—for one day, let’s get them out on
the field and just do what they’re able to do and enjoy the
day as much as possible and be normal again for a little
bit.”
Things have been far from normal for the youth of Paradise and its surrounding communities since the morning of
November 8, when the Camp Fire that ravaged the area
set out on its deadly path, eventually growing into the most
destructive wildfire in California history.
Immediately, plans were set in motion to help in any and
every way imaginable. Busick started by driving his Truck-aRoni food truck to the Walmart parking lot to help provide
food to the hundreds of evacuees who were staying there.
He eventually helped distribute blankets and clothing there.
Soon the Chico State men’s soccer alumnus came up
with another idea.
“It dawned on me that there were hundreds of kids who
love soccer who had lost all their soccer gear in the fires,”
Busick said. “The soccer community has always been a
See CAMP/Page 28

Wildcat alumnus and San Jose Earthquakes superstar Chris Wondolowski greets participants
in a soccer camp to raise money for Camp Fire victims. The camp raised more than $7,000.
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This is where it all starts.
careers.enterprise.com
DONOVAN DAVIS
Talent Acquisition Manager
donovan.h.davis@ehi.com
916-787-4720

Equal Opportunity Employer/Disability/Veterans
©2019 Enterprise Rent-A-Car. J02849.01/19

J02849_Student Athlete Print ad.indd 1

Spring 2019 • Wildcat Illustrated •1/28/19
Page 9:51
25AM

DOWNLOAD
THE APPS!
Page 26• Wildcat Illustrated •Spring 2019

www.ActionNewsNow.com

interview: So many good experiences at Chico State

From Page 7

as a pitcher. It was a great experience being able to catch her. I
was very glad she was my teammate rather than my opponent.

Assistant Coach Dee Payan
was named the head coach
for CSU, San Bernardino recently. Was that a surprise?
Coach “P” was very special
to our team. I am so incredibly
proud she got the head coach job
because she deserves it. She will
do great things for that program.
It wasn’t a surprise necessarily
because I knew she was ready for
it. Coach “P” meant a lot to the
team. She devoted a lot of time
and effort into our team. For me
personally, she helped me gain
a lot of confidence. She really
worked with me on my hitting. We
developed such a strong, close
relationship, and I will miss her a
lot. Coach “P” is very competitive
and so are we, so it will be very
fun to compete against her.
What’s been your best athletic experience as a Wildcat
so far?
The Super Regionals against
Dixie State. Those games were
so emotional, and I honestly will
never forget catching the strikeout
to win the (championship) game.
It was overwhelming and just so
unforgettable.
What’s the best part of being
a Chico State student?
I think my overall, best experience as a Chico State student is
just the pure fact I get to be in a
nice college town with a beautiful
campus.
You’re a member of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC). Tell us a little
about it and what it entails.
I am co-president of SAAC.
Dylan Smith, a member of the
track and field team and the
other co-president, and I spent
a lot of time earlier in the fall
improving SAAC’s mission. SAAC
is composed of two studentathlete leaders from each team
who come together to volunteer

and engage on campus and in
the community. Our goal with this
year’s SAAC was to challenge not
just our SAAC members, but our
athletic department as a whole
to engage more on campus and
in the community. SAAC is one of
my favorite things about being a
student-athlete. We raise money
for a lot of great causes, engage
with the children and people of
our community, and support our
campus in many ways. It really
shows what it means to be more
than an athlete.

You and other student-athletes volunteered during the
Camp Fire relief efforts. What
did you do and what was that
like?
I volunteered at Italian Guy
Catering company, which was
partnered with the World Food
Kitchen. It was hard work because
I was in with the cooks helping
prepare and pack food, but it was
so rewarding. All of the food we
made and prepared went out to
all the shelters and first responders, so this organization needed
all the help they could get. I was
happy I could dedicate my time
for such a meaningful cause. The
Camp Fire was devastating, but
Butte County has responded so
well, and I was glad I could help
and contribute.

fan of Walt Disney’s philosophy.
Everything about Disney is special, and I love it.

How many times have you
been to Disneyland?
My roughest estimate is probably around 200 times.
What’s your favorite land at
Disneyland?
My favorite land is Adventureland and New Orleans Square.
It holds two of my favorite rides,
Indiana Jones and Pirates of the
Caribbean. It also has the best
food, which is the beignets and
clam chowder bread bowl. I am
also a huge fan of Fantasyland
because of the princess aspect. I
love it.
You have time for only one
more ride at Disneyland
before you leave for the day.
What is it?
If I am in Disney, I would pick
Indian Jones, and if I was in
California Adventure, I would pick

Guardians of the Galaxy. They
are both great rides. I also enjoy
the Incredicoaster and the Matterhorn. It depends on my mood
as well. It’s a Small World is an
absolute classic. I have to shop
every time I go to Disneyland.
They always have such fun stuff.
I also have to get some sort of
treat. They have the best baked
goods and fun sweets. I found you
can find the best sweets in places
like Pooh Corner or Bing Bong’s
Sweet Stuff. These areas aren’t
as crowded and have a theme to
sweets.

What’s something most people don’t know about you?
I think something most people
don’t know about me is how much
I love to learn. It doesn’t matter
what it is. I think the process of
learning is very fun.
You’re majoring in communication sciences and
disorders. How did you get

interested in that field? What
do you plan to use your field
of study for?
Communication sciences and
disorders is speech therapy. So,
I could work with children and
adults of all ages with language
and speech disorders. It’s a very
wide field. I got interested in it
because of my brother. He has
childhood apraxia of speech, and
I always wanted to help others
like him enhance their communication. However, I have had
a change of plans and will still
graduate as a CMSD major with a
minor in child development, but
now I will be planning a career in
teaching elementary instead. I am
applying to credential and master
programs for teaching, and then
in a few years I plan to transition
into administration. I am very
interested in being a principal or
an athletic director. I found that
teaching fits my personality better and allows me to work with a
wider range of children.

What would you tell other
student-athletes or students in
general considering attending Chico State?
I would 100 percent recommend Chico State. Chico State
helped shape me into a better
person, and I have learned a lot
from going here. The community
and involvement in this town is
truly one of a kind.
You’re a big fan of Disneyland. What makes you a big
fan?
I love Disney and everything
about it. For one, it really captures
the feeling of being a kid again. I
feel it is magical and truly special.
I love all Disney movies, especially
the princess ones. I am also a big
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CAMP: Former Wildcat Busick helps organize relief efforts

From Page 25

tight-knit group that cares for
each other, and this was an
opportunity to do that.”
Busick, who played for
Chico State from 2002–04,
reached out to his former
teammates and his brother,
Chad, with the idea, and
the seeds for the Chris Wondolowski Soccer Camp were
planted.
It was not long until at
least five decades of Chico
State men’s soccer players
and coaches, other local
coaches, and organizations
from far and wide were on
board to help. Chad Busick’s
company, Advanced Sports
Technology, provided workshops for coaches, athletes,
and parents in the two nights
leading up to the camp.
As the darkness faded,
giving way to a rainy, gray,
and chilly Saturday morning,
the camp’s organizers won-

dered how many kids would
show up. They organized
hundreds of new cleats, turf
shoes, socks, shorts, and shin
guards—donated by Nike,
Soccer.com, the San Jose
Earthquakes, and others—
placing them on tarps and
tables around the high school
track.
Soon, like the rain drops,
excited campers began
trickling in. Soon, the precipitation petered out, and the
campers continued flooding
in, eventually topping 100.
Gear was provided for all
who needed it. And following
the camp, impacted members of the local soccer community were encouraged
to collect all they needed
to keep playing in the days,
weeks, and months to follow.
They were also encouraged
to pick out gear for their
friends who could not attend
the camp.

Busick and Wondolowski
played together on the 2003
Chico State team that advanced to the NCAA Championship match. Many of
their former teammates were
also involved in the camp.
But they were not alone.
Together, players from the
1970s to current head coach
Felipe Restrepo and at least
a dozen current Wildcats represented more than a halfcentury of men’s soccer.
“What an event. What a
day,” said Restrepo. “These
guys (the alumni from the
2003 team) have really done
a great job continuing the
tradition of Chico State men’s
soccer and teaching the new
guys what it means to be a
Wildcat.”
Wondolowski was undoubtedly the camp’s main
draw. The former Wildcat
has become arguably the
most accomplished Divi-

Since 1947
530 891-6202
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sion II athlete in professional
sports while starring for Major
League Soccer’s San Jose
Earthquakes. He’ll enter next
season two goals away from
eclipsing Landon Donovan’s
MLS record for career goals.
Wondo, as he is known by
friends and fans alike, already
holds many Major League
Soccer records, including
goals for one club (140), road
goals (67) and double-digit
goals scored in consecutive
seasons (nine). At the international level, Wondolowski has
made 35 appearances for
the U.S. Men’s National Team,
scoring 11 goals and providing three assists.
He set the tone early, telling
the campers, “I’m so lucky to
get to be the fun uncle and
just play soccer with you guys
today.”
And that’s what he did. For
six hours, every camper had
a chance to take the ball or

a pass from Wondo. Dominik
Jakubek, the goalkeeper
on the Wildcats’ 2003 squad
and a long-time Sacramento
Republic player was also
there to teach goalkeeping
skills and clown around with
the kids.
Approximately 120 children
showed up, many of them
emerging from the Camp
Fire’s reach, including a
number of members of the
Paradise High School boys
and girls teams.
“I could never explain how
it felt. It’s just so overwhelming,” Paradise High senior
Jaycee Brawley, who plays
for the Bobcats’ girls soccer
team that had just started its
season.
Brawley and her teammate
and friend, Sarah Ianziti, another senior, both called the
camp a stress-reliever.
“I miss my teachers, I miss

See WONDO/Page 30

promise: Seeking NCAA bid

BANKING

From Page 13

Chico State will begin spring play in San Diego on February 4 at the Point
Loma-hosted Sea Lion Invitational, followed by the Mikuni Sushi Shootout
February 11–12 in Rocklin.
The ’Cats tee it up for two tournaments in March, traveling to Alameda for
the March 4–5 Tim Tierney
Pioneer Shootout, and the
2019 women’s golf schedule
March 18–19 Cal State
Monterey Bay Invitational in
Feb. 4-5 – PLNU Sea Lion Invitational at San Diego
Seaside.
Feb. 11-12 – Mikuni Sushi Shootout at Rocklin
March 4-5 – Tim Tierney Pioneer Shootout at Alameda
The Wildcats close out the
March 18-19 – Cal State Monterey Bay Invite at Seaside
regular season April 8–9 at
April 8-9 – Sonoma State Spring Invitational at Santa Rosa
the Sonoma State Spring
April 15-17 – CCAA Championships at Rancho Santa Fe
May 6-8 – NCAA Super Regional at Amarillo, Texas
Invitational in Santa Rosa.
May 15-18 – NCAA Championships at Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
Chico State will then be one
of six conference teams
competing in the CCAA
Championships April 15–17
at the Morgan Run Club and Resort in Rancho Santa Fe.
Fegley is optimistic that the ’Cats can finish strong and garner some serious
NCAA Championship Tournament consideration.
“If we can finish a few tournaments inside the top five, I believe it would
really boost our confidence,” Fegley said. “We are looking to have a strong
showing in our second CCAA Championship. Our team is just as talented as
any other team within our conference and region, but we (need to improve
our) short game and mental side of things. Our goal is to be very patient, be
very mindful of our options, and take everything one shot at a time.”

NO BULL
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wondo: More than 100 players attend soccer camp

“I couldn’t be prouder. It’s one of
those life lessons,” O’Malley said. “I’ve
always said, ‘I don’t coach soccer.
I coach people.’ They’re a perfect
example.”
Nearly every one of the campers
asked Wondolowski for an autograph
or to take a photo. He was more than
happy to oblige every time.

“I get to see joy in their faces, and
that’s what brings it to mine,” Wondolowski said. “It’s truly inspiring.”
Wondolowski enjoyed the experience as much as any of the campers,
smiling and playing throughout the
day. He was happy to give back to
the foothill communities that neighbored his college town.

“I spent a fair amount of time up
there. I knew the streets. I knew the
area,” he said. “It struck home. It hit a
chord very close. I am truly humbled
to have a chance to spend the day
with these kids and grateful they
came out to spend the day with us.
It’s been an amazing day.”
In the end, the event netted nearly
$7,000 to the North Valley Community Foundation and gave the local
youth soccer community a chance
to meet some of their heroes. And as
the cloud-concealed sun made its
way below the tree line, the 50-plus
volunteers emptied trashes, broke
down boxes, and turned off the kids’
pop music that had been playing on
the north end of the stadium since
morning.
A sudden hush fell over of the stadium that had echoed all day with
the sounds of laughter, autograph
requests, Jakubek’s dad jokes, and
goal celebrations. Speaking was
unnecessary. Attitudes of pride, joy,
and the satisfaction that comes with
doing a job you are uniquely qualified
to do, and doing it well, expressed all
that needed to be said.

meals for the first several weeks after
a disaster but the scope of the Camp
Fire aftermath was something many
weren’t prepared for.
After World Central Kitchen departed, Italian Guy Catering contracted
with the Red Cross and he state of
California to continue to the work
and feeding evacuees in 14 locations.
“This was like nothing we’d ever
done; this scale and style of cooking
is totally different compared to how
we do our catering,” he said. “When
we started, I felt like I was dogpaddling with one hand, barely staying
afloat.”
Lema said he had to retrain his
brain to think in a scale he’d never
imagined—in terms of ordering supplies, cooking logistics, and staffing.
Teamwork was clearly in order. And
he credits a lot of it to his son, Erik,
also a Chico State alum, and the hundreds of volunteers.
“I didn’t think our kitchen could pro-

duce that much food,” he said.
And, Lema said, the work was a
labor of love. Erik, his other son, Kyle,
and numerous relatives were displaced by the fire.
“Erik was displaced, but he was
down here working 18 hours a day,”
Lema said. For weeks on end.
A retired teacher, Paul Lema
began the catering business while
teaching—“burning the candle at
both ends”—before friends and others convinced him to pursue feeding
the masses after retirement.
After the departure of World
Central Kitchen, the number of daily
meals also declined, but Lema says
as of recently they’re still serving upwards of 1,000 three times a day.
A typical day begins around 5 a.m.
and ends around 8 or 9 p.m. with a
continuous stream of food preparation, cooking, and planning.
“If we aren’t preparing food, we’re
preparing sauces for the next day,”
he said.

And through it all, Lema managed
to avoid putting Italian Guy Catering
on hold while handling the load of
feeding evacuees.
“At one point, we were feeding
3,500 people and doing six events we
were contracted for,” he said.
While Lema recognizes business
will probably pick up down the road
with the increased visibility of Italian
Guy Catering, his payoff will always
be being able to help out during the
crisis, actually employing some of the
volunteers who have helped the daily
food push, and seeing so many come
and give their time—often to strangers.
“It’s been great,” he said. “It’s
pushed me out of my comfort zone,
but it’s been nice to be able to help.
“There’s so many stories of people
stepping up and how quickly it came
together. It’s best described as organized chaos,” he added.

From Page 28

the classrooms,” said Ianziti,
who ran from her home with her soccer gear during the evacuation and is
now taking online classes at the mall.
But Saturday, the two smiled as did
so many others, while playing with
friends new and old.
That sense of camaraderie was not
missed by those involved like Jesse
Grigg, a standout defender from
2000–03 who joined former teammates to lend time at the camp.
“We’re 15 years out from our national championship run, and we’re
all still as close as we were then,”
Grigg said. “So, when Robby reached
out with the idea, we all jumped at
the chance.”
For once, seeing his former teammates wasn’t the highlight.
“The kids are great. A lot of enthusiasm. A lot of energy,” Grigg said. “It’s
great to see their positive energy for
the game, being in happy spirits.”
Mike O’Malley, who played for Chico State in the 1970s and coached
the team from 1996–2007, was on
hand for it all and beaming with pride
from sunup to sundown.

Former Wildcat Chris Wondolowski, who stars for the San Jose Earthquakes, takes part in the action at a soccer camp aimed at helping victims
of the Nov. 8 Camp Fire, which devastated Paradise.

feed: 10,000 meals provided on Thanksgiving Day

From Page 21

Founded in 2010 by celebrity chef
José Andrés, it had spent several
weeks in Redding months earlier
helping Carr Fire victims and was now
looking to set up shop in the Chico
area to help the thousands displaced
by the deadliest and most destructive
wildfire in California history.
“They needed a commercial kitchen, and a guy named Jason Collins
came by, checked out our facilities,
and used both our kitchen and warehouse,” Lema said of his 15-year-old
Bellarmine Court business.
He said World Central Kitchen hit
the ground running, using Italian Guy
Catering to serve 4,000 to 5,000 meals
in the first days of the disaster, ramping up to 8,000 in the weeks following
and topping it with a Thanksgiving
meal prepared for 10,000.
“It was mass production of food for
18 hours per day,” Lema said, adding
World Central Kitchen typically serves
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