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Gold Nugget Days return

The paradise clampers drill team takes part in the parade every year. It’s not only people that take part in the parade but so do dogs.

Gold Nugget Days return to
the Ridge starting April 21 with
the annual Gold Nugget Queen
Contest And Review. The town
celebration will end on April 24.
That event will start at 7 p.m.
at the Paradise Performing Arts
Center and tickets are $10 with
those 12 and under get free
admission.
On Friday, April 22, 2022,
the Paradise Rotary/Interact
will host a Bean Feed at the
Paradise Uniﬁed Methodist
Church, 6722 Clark Road,
Paradise. Tickets, available
at the door, will be $15 with
children 10 years and younger,
free.
The Paradise Gem and
Mineral Club will be hosting

its annual Paradise Gem And
Mineral Show – Out of the Fire
we Rise, Saturday and Sunday,
April 23-24.
The show starts at 9 a.m. and
ends at 5 p.m. on Saturday. On
Sunday it will start at the same
time, but the show will end at 4
p.m. The two-day event will be
at 475 Pearson Road – the new
Gold Nugget Museum site and
will be held rain or shine. There
will be a Kids’ zone, lapidary
works, a silent auction, and
admission is free.
Saturday’s festivities start
at 8:30 a.m., with the annual
Donkey Derby at the Magalia
Community Church. The event is
hosted by the Paradise Chapter
E Clampus Vitus which is the

reenactment of the discovery
of the 54-pound gold nugget,
and its transport, to the Magalia
(Dogtown) community in 1859.
After the Derby comes to a
close, the annual Gold Nugget
Days parade is set to kick oﬀ at
noon and is expected ﬁnished
by 1 p.m.
Following the parade, paradegoers can get ready to go to the
Gold Nugget Days Hoe Down
for fun and dance to Hellcat
Maggie Band - Country Rock,
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the
new Elk’s Lodge, 1100 Elk Lane.
There will be a no-host bar,
with hamburgers hot dogs, and
chips available for purchase.
Organizers say there will also
be a 50/50 raﬄe, adults 18 and

over can pre-pay for tickets for
$15 at the Elks Lodge Tuesday
through Thursday from10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Prepaid tickets for
those aged 10 to 17 are $5.
Tickets for those 18 and over at
the door are $18, while tickets
for those between 10 and 17
years old are $7 at the door.
Those under the age of 10 have
free admission.
On Sunday morning, the 23rd
annual Horsemen’s Association
Gold Nugget Days Horse
Festival. takes place at the
Paradise Horse Arena, 6705
Moore Road in Paradise.
That event will also have food
booths games, and raﬄes and is
expected to run from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Admission is free.
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Henry Schleiger and Poppy celebrate the 2019 donkey Derby title.

Eli Stillman Paradise Post

Some contestants have had more success than others as they led their donkeys
through the obstacle course at the annual Donkey Derby as the 2014 photo shows.

Donkey Derby
Arguably the most entertaining part of the Gold Nugget
Days celebration is the annual
Donkey Derby event.
The event celebrates and
re-enacts the discovery of the
54-pound nugget in 1859 and
its transport from Willard Mine
to the Magalia Community
Church where the ﬁnal obstacle course is traversed by
donkeys.
Those interested in attending the Derby should be there

between 8:30 to 9 a.m. to see
the ﬁrst arrivals of donkeys and
their handlers.
Organizers say that there
also will be a breakfast provided by the Magalia Community Church for a small fee,
and they should purchase their
commemorative Gold Nugget
Days badge is there.
The Derby has been won last
four years by Poppy and driven
by Henry Schleiger.
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Gold Nugget Parade

Yes we...

• have gift certificates
• do special orders
• have layaway
• honor competitors’
coupons
• have a sale corner

• have over 30
other brands

of SHOES
socks and accessories

BIRKENSTOCK
...and more

Clark Road, Paradise
Downtown
Chico
872-0812

345-4880

Downtown Chico

691 Fir345-4880
St, Paradise
Like us on facebook
762-0640

The Gold Nugget Parade returns
on April 23 from noon to 1 p.m. The
parade is set to take the traditional
route of Skyway from the Holiday
Market to the Paradise Community
Park.
It will be the second parade in
Paradise since the 2018 Camp
Fire, the 2019 parade was canceled
but there because of the recovery
work done in town at the time and
COVID-19 canceled the 2020
celebration.
Those planning to attend the
parade should be aware that
Skyway will be closed to traﬃc at 11
AM.
The parade will take the
traditional route on Skyway from
Holiday Market, ending at the
intersection of Skyway and Birch
roads.
Last year’s parade brought out
current Ridge residents and those
who once lived in Paradise back to
the ridge.
The parade included the ﬁrst gold
nugget queen to lead the parade
since April 2018.
Grace Hedman,16, rode in the
parade after being crowned the
2021 Gold Nugget Queen the night
prior at the Paradise Performing
Arts Center.
“It was nerve-wracking, especially
in the intermission when they were
making the decision,” she said
as she and the rest of the court
prepared for the parade, “We were
bouncing around and talking.”
Hedman said they announced the
ﬁrst-runner-up she was surprised.
“I looked at my escort, wideeyed,” she said. “I could not believe
it.”
Hedman said that she was
happy seeing the ﬂoats and all of
the people as they got ready in
the Holiday Market Parking lot on
Skyway.
She grew up seeing queens in
previous years lead the parade.
“I thought it was really pretty and
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really cool. My brain just won’t work,
feels like I am cloud 9.”
She isn’t the only I’m happy to
be back on the ridge for its annual
weekend festivities.
The parade brought people from
far away is the Bay Area to visit
Paradise and take part in the gold
nugget days events.
Among those were a former
Paradise resident, Darcy Kelly who
brought her three children back
from the Bay Area to Paradise to
see it.
“It’s great to see the community
out again after the ﬁrst, then the
pandemic,” Kelly said. “It’s just
wonderful to see everybody.”
She said that while it seemed a
bit smaller than it had been growing
up, but noted that the parade drew
near the Skyway was ﬁlling up.
Kelly, who participated in the
queen competition when she was in
high school was excited to see the
queens. She also took her children
to the Donkey Derby, where just two
donkeys raced.
“Tell everyone, we need more
donkeys next year,” she said.
Also back on the Ridge to see the
parade was Meaghan Odell, who
also graduated from Paradise High.
“It’s very nostalgic, makes me
miss home,” she said. “It reminds
me of small-town livin’.”
Odell said that she can’t wait to
move back and raise her family.
She said that along with playing
soccer at PHS, she misses going to
the river and knowing everyone at
the grocery store.
Also on hand to interact with
the crowd were Paradise Police
oﬃcers Tyler Mayhugh and Dominic
Archuelta, who both said that the
crowd was happy to get some
normalcy.
“Everyone has a smile on their
faces, they’re cheerful, it hasn’t
gone on since 2018,” Mayhugh
said. “Everyone looks happy. This is
what we love -- honestly.”
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Spring

Grilling
Time

Thomas

Hardware

5720 CLARK RD. PARADISE, CA 95969

530-877-4442

Hours
Monday-Saturday
7:00am-5:00pm
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Paradise Gem and Mineral Show

Last year the Paradise Gem And Mineral Show took part on the Gold Nugget
Days weekend. The move was a permanent one and once again will be part of
the annual weekend in Paradise.
The show starts at 9 a.m. and ends
at 5 p.m. on Saturday. On Sunday it will
begin at the same time, but the show will
end at 4 p.m.
The two-day event will be at 475
Pearson Road – the new Gold Nugget
Museum site and will be held rain or
shine. There will be a Kids’ zone, lapidary works, a silent auction, and free
admission.
Organizer Patricia Haggerty said last
year’s show was one of the most successful shows the group has ever had,
despite the rain and cold weather that
aﬄicted the event.
More than 2000 people attended the
event on Sunday — on the heels of a
busy Saturday following the parade.
Last year’s show was one of the ﬁrst
events in paradise following the COVID-19 lockdown. This year the show will
be called Out of the Fire we Rise,
“It just shows how much Paradise is
starving and striving for things to do,”
Haggerty said. “Throughout the whole
weekend, we had tons of people just
thanking us for giving us a moment of
peace.”
She said visitors were happy not to
have to think about COVID-19 or politics
and could just enjoy the day — noting
one family showed up and had a small
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For the second straight year, the paradise gym and mineral show will take place with the gold nugget days at the
new gold nugget museum on Pearson Road.

picnic on their picnic tables.
One part of the show was a kid’s zone
that was such a hit that she said they’d
been asked to bring it to the June Arts
and Crafts Faire at the Terry Ashe Center and the Pioneer Days parade Chico.
“It was great this whole weekend, just
to sit and watch kids being kids — playing in the dirt,” she said.
For Haggerty and her group, it’s been
more than 18 months since vendors
had a show. They were supposed to
have one last year but COVID-19 hit the
group.
“I had vendors in tears (Saturday)
saying they couldn’t have asked for anything more,” she said, adding that Gold
Nugget Days contributed to that as did
local food truck vendors who were on
hand and beneﬁted.
The Paradise Gem and Mineral will
continue its collaboration with Gold Nugget Museum as it currently shares space

with the museum at 475 Pearson Road,
where the museum will be once the remodeling inside is completed.
That space was something the club
didn’t have a pre-Camp ﬁre, but it now
does. The Club lost 70 percent of its
membership after the ﬁre.
But this weekend’s event has helped
begin to rebuild that number, as Haggerty notes that 27 families signed up to
join the club, exceeding her goal of 10.
While Sunday was a success she said
that Saturday was “amazing” and that
not only did the parade goers show up,
so did the queen and her court.
“We even had bagpipes playing here,”
she said saying the vendors had a great
day, noting that one vendor sold more
than $4,000 in merchandise, another
$3,000 in merchandise.
It was the ﬁrst show since the Camp
Fire and possibly one of the most successful ones.

A vendor, Kraig Brawley of Lotus Metal Art, said it was a good weekend.
“Yesterday was jam packed, lots of really nice people, we had a really really
wonderful day,” he said. “Surprisingly
with all of the rain, we’ve had quite a few
people, we’ve been thrilled — except for
the wind.”
Also on hand for Sunday’s gem and
mineral show was Mark Thorp, executive director for the Golden Nugget Museum.
“Anything that we can do to help any
non-proﬁt, or for proﬁt –how are we helping each other,” he said. “Everyone is
working with one another to maximize
the space.”
He said that show put a lump in his
throat.
“Really walking in yesterday, after the
parade, it was nice seeing everyone out
and about in a window of fair weather,”
he said. “It was just enlightening.”

43rd Gold Nugget Days Arts and Crafts Faire

(Rick Silva--Paradise Post)

Tanner Stauss shows a visitor his
Paradiseoply game at the annual Gold
Nugget Days Arts and Craft Faire held
at Terry Ashe Park.

The 43rd Gold Nugget Days Arts and
Crafts Faire at that Terry Ashe Center
grounds will return to its normal place in
the calendar and be a part of the Gold
Nugget Days events.
The faire Is set to be held at the same
time as the parade on Saturday.
Last year parade goers didn’t get
to enjoy the fair because COVID-19
pushed last year’s fair into June. This
year, the event should be better attended than last years was and have more
vendors.
Last year’s faire was a one-day aﬀair
this year will be a two-day one Saturday
and Sunday, April 23-24. On Saturday,
The fair will start at 9 a.m. and close at 5
p.m. On Sunday it will also kick-oﬀ at 9

a.m. but will close down at 4 p.m.
At last year’s event, Lori McCoslin of
the Paradise Parks and Recreation District said it was a positive one, saying
that about 60 vendors were present for
the all-day event that started at 10 in the
morning.
“It’s a little bit light, same with the
food vendors,” she said. “But it’s good
for what we are oﬀering.” She said that
PPRD did attribute the lower numbers to
the fact that the fair was held a month
later than usual.
“Vendors schedule things in advance
and if it’s not then they already got things
scheduled out,” she said.
Despite the lower number of vendors
from the normally scheduled time of the

craft fair, she said it was a good day
anyway.
“It’s been an absolutely beautiful day
and everyone has been having a good
time,” she said, adding the turnout wasn’t
bad. “It was about what we expected for
having to have pulled it back (to June).”
McCoslin said the community was
also still out there for the fair.
“You still have people coming back to
see who is here and what’s up here,” she
said. “(We) have people coming from out
of town to check it out and see what we
have.”
Next year, the fair will be held at its
normal time, in concert with the Golden
Nugget Museum festivities.
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Made for more exploring

Adventist Health
5125 Skyway, Paradise
530-872-2000

You were made for more. More playing outside. More laughter.
More family outings. That is why our team of providers are right
here to help you and your family stay healthy. We serve patients
of all ages, offering primary care, pediatrics, dental services
and so much more. We provide easy access to behavioral health,
medical imaging, laboratory services and a wide range of health
education programs, all designed to meet the needs of every
member of your family.
Our extensive system of providers includes many other
specialists as well as telehealth options for getting the right care
close to home. Meeting your healthcare needs has always been
our focus, and Adventist Health is proud to be helping our ridge
community to rebuild and grow.

To learn more about our providers and services,
visit AdventistHealth.org/OurClinics

