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In the roaring 1920s, St. Petersburg
was the place to be, the playground for
characters like F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest
Hemingway, Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig,
among others. Now, 100 years later, it’s
still the place to be, but sunshine and
parties aren’t the sole draws. In recent
years, the Sunshine City has redefined
itself as a bustling business community
for creators, innovators, technologists
and financial services professionals,
among others. Today’s St. Pete offers
targeted workforce training, world-class
health care, a vibrant arts scene, and a
rich, philanthropic culture. Still, the ’Burg
is a little like a speakeasy of the ’20s —
you must be part of it to know how cool
the city really is.
by: Nancy Dahlberg
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ST. PETERSBURG
REGIONAL OVERVIEW
ST. PETERSBURG

AT A GLANCE
1903 Year founded
61.7 Square miles land area
258,211 City population
3.1 million Regional
population (Tampa-St. PeteClearwater MSA)
43.1 Median age
$60,798 Median household
income
5% Annual employment
growth (regional)
92.7% High school
graduation rate
$403,800 Median home sale
137 Public parks & recreation
areas
SOURCES: U.S. CENSUS, BLS, STPETE.ORG,
REALTOR.COM

St. Pete: Innovative, inclusive and ‘an
extraordinary place to be’
A laid-back beachy vibe. A growing artsy
culture and entrepreneurial spirit. Historic
Southern Charm mixed with Midwest Nice.
That’s St. Petersburg, Florida: Creative.
Authentic. Welcoming.
And Bustling. Make no mistake, the ‘Burg as
a business destination is being discovered.
In 2021 alone, St. Pete attracted 94 new
companies and 630 target industry jobs
were created, according to the Greater
St. Petersburg Area Economic Development
Corporation, and the momentum has
continued. St. Pete’s target industries —
identified for their growth potential — are
data analytics, financial services, specialized
manufacturing, marine and life sciences,
and creative arts and design. These new
companies join a passionate business community with everything from huge employers such as Raymond James, Jabil and FIS to
a thriving small business community.

DOWNTOWN TROLLEY

“Every business contributes to our culture
and character and they’re all important,”
says J.P. DuBuque, CEO of the St. Petersburg
EDC, a public-private partnership. “The new
businesses that are a good fit are the ones
that want to really be part of our community and help us grow and enhance and
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maintain our culture, the thing that we all
love so much.”
During the pandemic, this midsize peninsular city also shined as a comfortable, welcoming remote locale as businesses around
the world let their workers work from
anywhere: Just bring a company laptop and
plug into the city to live, work and play.
Hundreds arrived and stayed, as remote
work seems destined to stick around for
many enterprises. What’s more, initiatives
put in place over the years promote an
entrepreneurial culture, and that’s bearing
fruit with startups popping up and scaling
tech businesses creating dozens of jobs.
“We’ve been on a roll. People have realized that Florida is a good place to be, that
Tampa Bay is on everybody’s radar, and then
they find their way to St. Pete,” says Chris
Steinocher, president of the St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce. “This isn’t
something that just happened in the last
six months. It’s been, I’m going to say, at
least a 20-year overnight success story, but it
came with a lot of conscious efforts of our
community.”
Nine years ago, leaders from government,
health care, the business community, city

LEFT TO RIGHT: SCOOTERS ALONG CENTRAL AVENUE / CYCLING IN FRONT OF
THE DALI MUSEUM / THE ST. PETE PIER

services and the neighborhoods came
together under the shared desire to
strategically manage this growth — to
grow smarter, not grow crazy.
So far, the Grow Smarter strategy has
helped to establish an innovation
district just south of the downtown
core that’s home to University of South
Florida’s St. Petersburg campus, two
major hospitals and dozens of companies. Grow Smarter also attracted
funding to create the lively Warehouse
Arts District and formed the St. Pete
EDC. Grow Smarter’s goal is also to
reduce African American poverty at
the greatest rate in the country, and
that has been achieved the last two
years, Steinocher says. “We didn’t want
to do just one thing. We felt like the
sun needed to shine on everyone in
St. Pete.”
To be sure, the Sunshine City has very
good bones — that is, smart urban
planning, starting with 137 public parks
including seven miles on the waterfront
and a truly walkable downtown. With
a Grow Smarter strategy in hand, the
St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership,
for instance, is focused on smart land
use, particularly with redevelopment projects in the works, as well
as strengthening the entrepreneurial
ecosystem and empowering St. Pete’s
creative culture. That includes committing to a comprehensive arts strategy
the partnership participated with the

city and the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance,
but it’s broader than art, says partnership CEO Jason Mathis.
“It’s the funky culture you experience
walking down Central that is so authentic,” says Mathis, referring to the homegrown restaurants, bars, breweries and
unique shops. “City leaders from around
the country have come here to look at
it and say, how did this happen, how is
there such a commitment to local?”
The city is celebrating one of its largest
redevelopment projects, The St. Pete
Pier, which opened in 2020. A downtown pier in St. Pete dates back to 1889
and was developed into the Million
Dollar Pier & Casino in the 1920s. Locals
will definitely remember the Inverted
Pyramid Pier of 1973. Now it’s a 26-acre
art-infused parklike experience with
places to stroll, bike, dine, shop, swim,
fish, take in a concert or enjoy drinks
watching the sun set on the city.
The world-famous Dali and the city’s
nine other museums beckon visitors
and locals alike, and with the Florida
Orchestra, St. Petersburg Opera,
American Stage and more, there’s
always a live performance to take in.
Prefer sports? Take in a Rays or Rowdies
game. The city hosts more than 1,000
events every year.

sense of pride and acceptance. St. Pete
is the place where anyone can feel
comfortable,” says Terry Marks, CEO of
the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance. “There’s
a continual emphasis on quality of life,
diversity and equality, and all of that
adds to the richness of the city. It’s an
extraordinary place to be.”
Come along as we explore in this section all of what makes St. Pete special.

PHILANTHROPY IS A
BELLWETHER FOR HOW
HEALTHY A COMMUNITY
IS. WE’RE THAT KIND OF
COMMUNITY — WE INVEST
IN OURSELVES AND WE
CARE ABOUT OUR REGION.”

MARLENE SPALTEN
CEO, COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
OF TAMPA BAY

“There’s a joy for life in St. Pete. There’s
a real sense of community, there’s a
FLORIDATREND.COM AUGUST 2022 103
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A number of capital improvement
projects have recently been completed,
some aimed at letting passengers
begin enjoying their Florida vacations
immediately.
Now open: St. Pete favorites Mazzaro’s
Italian Market and 3 Daughters
Brewing. Coming soon: The District
Pub restaurant. Great Explorations
Children’s Museum has created exhibits
for kids at the airport, and PIE is also
the official airport of the Dali Museum.
The airport will embark on a $106
million terminal expansion project in
coming years that will add passenger
loading bridges, improve the TSA checkpoint process and add more customer
amenities.
Is passenger traffic back to pre-pandemic levels? Likely even higher. “July
of 2021 was the biggest month in our
entire history, then December was our
busiest December ever. March and April
of this year were our busiest March
and April ever,” Routh says. Yes, leisure
travel is back.
Tampa International Airport (TPA)
St. Pete is also served by Tampa
International Airport, the 28th largest
among all U.S. airports.
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FROM HERE TO THERE
For residents and visitors enjoying
St. Petersburg’s greater downtown,
a free trolley system, the Downtown
Looper, makes up to 20 stops, including the Dali Museum, the Vinoy Hotel,
the pier, USF St. Pete, All Children’s
Hospital, Bayfront Health and St. Pete
City Hall. Another stop is the Cross Bay
Ferry, which provides ferry service during certain parts of the year between
downtown St. Pete and Tampa.
While there’s extensive bus service
throughout St. Pete, bus rapid transit
(BRT) is on the way. The SunRunner,
the region’s first bus rapid transit line,
is slated to begin operations by the
end of 2022. The bus will make limited stops, and semi-exclusive travel
lanes will cut the now nearly hourlong bus trip from downtown St. Pete
to the beaches almost in half. A key
BRT connection from downtown
St. Petersburg to Tampa International
Airport is in the plans.
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THE NEW SUNRUNNER WILL CONNECT DOWNTOWN
ST. PETE TO POPULAR BEACHES VIA 1ST AVENUES
NORTH AND SOUTH.

How about an air taxi? Eve Air
Mobility, a spinoff of Brazilian airline
manufacturer Embraer, is looking to
bring eVTOL (electric vertical takeoff
and landing) vehicles to St. Pete and
other Florida cities. Like a helicopter
but electric, the aircraft could whisk
passengers up and over traffic. Other
air taxi companies are also circling this
market. Stay tuned.

MAP: TERESANNE RUSSELL

The leisure-travel airport offers 65 nonstop, low-cost destinations. Allegiant
airlines serves 59 of the destinations,
and PIE is Allegiant’s second busiest
airport. Flights on Sun Country and
Swoop, a Canadian airline, are also
available, says Michele Routh, the airport’s public relations director.
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Innovative companies thrive in
St. Petersburg, Florida’s vibrant and
authentically warm business
community.
Their growth is fueled by the Sunshine
City’s commerce-friendly climate and
an effortlessly cool quality of life that
draws an expanding workforce of
top-notch talent from around Tampa
Bay and the world to “Become St. Pete.”
The City’s competitive costs allow
companies to reinvest in their
organizations, their employees,
and their community. From Fortune
500 ﬁrms to savvy startups, businesses
of all sizes are ﬂourishing in St. Pete.
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ST. PETERSBURG
REAL ESTATE

RED APPLE GROUP, A NEW YORK CONGLOMERATE, PLANS TO BUILD 400 CENTRAL, A $400-MILLION, MULTI-USE CONDO/HOTEL DEVELOPMENT. IT WILL ENCOMPASS AN
ENTIRE BLOCK, AND AT 46 STORIES WILL BECOME THE CITY’S TALLEST BUILDING.

More options than ever for living and visiting
It’s hard to miss the cranes dotting the
sky, the earth movers clearing land and
construction workers on the job across
St. Petersburg. As the city has experienced strong, steady growth of new
residents and companies during the
pandemic and the growth has continued, developers are keeping up with
demand.
Several luxury condo towers are going
up in the downtown core, including
the 35-story Saltaire and the 42-story
Art House by Kolter, the developer
behind the 41-story ONE St. Petersburg
residential tower that opened in 2019.
Kolter also has a hospitality unit and
owns and operates the Hyatt Place
next to ONE. “The migration is real,”
says Brian Van Slyke, regional president, West Coast of Florida, for Kolter.
“I would say commercial real estate is
back very strongly, and on the hotel
side, the story is the same.”
The landmark Renaissance Vinoy is
seeing high demand despite renovations taking place. The Vinoy is
undergoing a major three-phase
renovation, starting with the historic
building. The hotel’s lobby is being

completely redone with more retail
space, but the elegance of the 1920s
hotel will be preserved including the
amazing cypress beams and milled
tiles on the floor. Meanwhile, construction is underway on The Moxy Hotel
by Marriott at 1234 Central Ave. The
art-centric Moxy will cater to younger
people looking for active bars and
common areas.
Live-work-and-play development is
underway in St. Petersburg’s Gateway
area, home to major employers
such as Raymond James and Aegon
Transamerica. Echelon LLC is developing the 432-acre multi-use Carillon
Park, which includes Echelon City
Center, residential and Class A office
development, shops and restaurants,
a jogging trail and an award-winning
boardwalk.
Apartment towers are also under
construction and expected to open
next year in downtown St. Pete,
including the 24-story 334 St. Pete
Residences with 220 upscale apartments and ground floor retail, and the
36-story Ascent St. Petersburg, which
will also include hotel rooms through
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a partnership with AC by Marriott.
Apartment projects with efficiencies are also going up in the Skyway
Marina District near Eckerd College.
Still, as other cities have also experienced, housing affordability is becoming an issue, and Mayor Ken Welch is
making it a key focus of his administration. In his first 100 days, he increased
down payment assistance for firsttime homebuyers; expanded the city’s
assistance program for home improvements; and expanded incentives available to developers constructing affordable homes in the South St. Petersburg
Community Redevelopment Agency.
Two affordable housing developments
have already opened this year. What’s
more, HP Capital Group plans to
redevelop a former lumberyard for the
Fairfield Apartments, affordable housing in South St. Pete, near the Pinellas
Trail. That project is taking advantage
of a new state law that expands zoning for the development of affordable
housing. There may be 15 industrial
sites in the city eligible to be converted
to affordable housing, according to
the city.

Mixed-use projects could have outsized impact
Among planned major redevelopment projects is a reimagining of the
centrally located 86-acre Tropicana
Field site. The multibillion-dollar project represents a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to create economic development and enhance the community.
At St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch’s
direction, the city will issue a new
request for proposals for the massive redevelopment project, which is
expected to include a world-class baseball stadium for the Tampa Bay Rays, as
well as a priority on affordably priced
housing. Welch wants to honor the
historically Black neighborhood hurt
by previous redevelopment by including opportunities for youth, education
and economic activity.
“I am optimistic we will choose that
right path, one that will bring jobs,
equitable and diverse business opportunities, meet our need for housing,

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY TO REVIVE AND REVITALIZE THE
DEUCES, THE HISTORIC 22ND STREET SOUTH DISTRICT
THAT WAS ONCE A HUB OF BLACK BUSINESSES, HOMES
AND ENTERTAINMENT.

meeting space and innovative economic
drivers, and support a state-of-the-art
home for the Rays for decades to come,”
says the mayor.
In a second redevelopment project, the
city is partnering with the nonprofit
organization Deuces Live and other

LL II FF EE

community partners to reinvigorate
the historic 22nd Street South —
known as the Deuces. The Deuces
was a regular performance stop for
African American entertainers during segregation, and in its heyday,
some 100 Black-owned businesses
thrived there. Today, the corridor,
roughly 5th Avenue to 15th Avenue,
is home to a St. Petersburg College
campus, The Woodson African
American Museum, the historic
Manhattan Casino, the ArtsXchange
performance space, and a few businesses and restaurants. But there are
big plans.
“We are trying to encourage more
vitality on the corridor … which
went through hard times for a
variety of reasons.” Says Veatrice
Farrell, executive director of Deuces
Live, “We’re focused on what we can
do to respect the heritage and the
culture.”
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ST. PETERSBURG

DATA ANALYTICS / TECHNOLOGY

DID YOU KNOW?
St. Petersburg anchors the
Florida High Tech Corridor,
one of the top 6 high-tech
employment centers in the
nation and comprised of more
than half of Florida’s hightech firms.
St. Pete’s fastest growing
sector is data analytics and
is projected to grow 40%
annually.
In the U.S., the average sector
wage in data analytics is
$68,269, nearly $23,000 more
than the average county wage.

THE WALKABILITY, THE
MUSIC, THE ART, THE
WATERFRONT, HAVING
THE BEACH SO CLOSE ...
WE CONNECTED WITH
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY.
WE WERE MET WITH
OPEN ARMS, AND WE
NEVER LEFT."

RACHEL CARPENTER
CEO, INTRINIO

BILL LEDERER, CEO OF ISOCRATES (CENTER), MOVED HIS FAMILY AND HIS COMPANY’S MANAGEMENT TO ST. PETE IN 2019.

Data analytics enjoying a ‘golden age of
innovation’
Rachel Carpenter was one of the early adapters, moving her data analytics startup to
St. Petersburg from Chicago in 2013. Back
then, there wasn’t much of a tech startup
community in the Sunshine City, although
there were some larger players. St. Pete
offered this innovative startup affordability
— and of course perfect weather.
“We just fell in love with the area. Pretty
quickly, we started to realize it was a gem
that had just been undiscovered. The community did a very good job of opening up
what was there to entrepreneurs,” Carpenter
says, recalling how she got an opportunity to
have lunch with the CEO of Raymond James
shortly after moving to St. Pete. “After that,
we found investors, and started to build and
grow our team.”
Now the red-hot data analytics sector is
beginning to reach critical mass in St. Pete,
with large companies, midsize firms and
scrappy startups — and that is a recipe for
success, she says.
Intrinio is a financial data company. It powers financial companies like Robinhood.
“You look at the Robinhood app, and you’re
looking at a stock chart or a stock price, but
behind the scenes, there’s this whole world
of data that plugs into apps and platforms,
and we’re making that easier, faster and
more affordable,” Carpenter explains.
Intrinio is a team of 18 now and has close to
575 customers.

108 AUGUST 2022 ST. PETERSBURG / FLORIDA TREND CUSTOM CONTENT

According to the St. Petersburg Economic
Development Corporation (EDC), data
analytics is a targeted industry because of its
robust current and projected growth. Some
of the city’s large employers, including Jabil,
HSN, Catalina and InsideOut, are data analytics players, but newer companies are also
making a mark, including Spontivly, a former
Canadian company offering a data-driven
community platform that recently reeled in
an investment from Mark Cuban and expects
to hire more than 60 people.
Like Carpenter, Bill Lederer, CEO of iSocrates,
fell in love with the city. “We’re a product
and service company, and our primary product is a SaaS platform called MADTechBI —
the convergence of marketing and advertising technology and data analytics.”
Data analytics is a growing sector, he
explains, and helped by a targeted EDC
tax credit program. Schools are graduating
students with these abilities, and a growing
number of employers — Catalina, Nielsen —
are ready to scoop them up.
“There’s a critical mass of people interested
in data analytics, and you can tell that from
the classes being taken, the job openings and
the number of applicants. Employers want
it and it’s an area of significant innovation,”
says Lederer. “We’re in a market where the
tools are proliferating in a ridiculously high
rate. It’s just a golden age of innovation for
data analytics.”

Unprecedented
times call for
extraordinary
expertise
W H E N Y O U F I N D Y O U R S E L F N A V I G A T I N G A N E W R E A L I T Y,
T R U S T A W E A LT H M A N A G E M E N T PA R T N E R W I T H R A R E I N S I G H T,
U N M ATC H E D E X P E RT I S E A N D P ROV E N ST R AT E G I E S TO H E LP YO U
U N C O V E R N E W PA T H S F O R W A R D .
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DATA ANALYTICS / TECHNOLOGY

MEET A FEW OF
ST. PETE’S STARTUPS
AND SCALEUPS:
CrossBorder Solutions helps
some of the world’s largest
companies automate their tax
departments.
Neptune Flood merges
technology, math algorithms
and insurance expertise into
innovative, affordable flood
insurance products.
AppraisalVision is a tech
platform for streamlining and
improving residential home
appraisals.
Procoto is a self-service
procurement solution for small
and midsize businesses.
Marxent is a global leader in 3D
ecommerce for office, outdoor,
kitchen and bath furniture.

CEO DARREN LACROIX (CENTER) RECENTLY RELOCATED HIS CYBERSECURITY FIRM CODE-X TO ST. PETE.

Tech puts the shine in the Sunshine
City economy
Technology companies of all types are
flocking to St. Pete.
Code-X is a cybersecurity company that
simplifies how organizations protect
the world’s most sensitive information
and systems. Powered by proprietary
tech, Code-X is the industry’s first platform that applies impermeable security from the moment of data creation
throughout its entire lifecycle.
“Most notably, we were very recently
adopted by AWS and their national
security space and are moving out into
their commercial space. We are heavy
in the U.S. DOD, and we also work
with other large providers across the
industry,” says CEO Darren LaCroix.
He founded the company in
Washington, D.C. in 2018, but the
following year he visited St. Pete and
found it to be “a small town community with big city resources.” After a
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few more visits, he decided it was the
right community and political environment to grow a company that would
grow with the community and help
lift the community. Other businessminded folks felt the same, says
LaCroix, who grew and sold another
startup before Code-X which employs
about 20 people, all in St. Pete, and is
in growth mode.
Startup incubators, coworking spaces
and meetups create a collaborative
environment for startups to thrive.
St. Pete’s The Greenhouse provides
startups a launchpad with an entrepreneurial center and small business
consulting support services. The Ark
Innovation Center, with an incubator
and office spaces for startups, is under
construction, and the city has its own
Innovation District, home to one of
the largest concentrations of worldclass research organizations in the
country. (See story on page 120.)

ST. PETERSBURG
HEALTH CARE

IN THE PLANS
St. Petersburg is poised to see the first-ever Moffitt
Cancer Center in its backyard, “a mini Moffitt.”
Moffitt plans to develop a 4.59-acre site at 800 1st
Ave. S. in downtown St. Pete into a 75,000-squarefoot cancer center that would be three stories
alongside a 30-story residential tower. Moffitt
and its partner, Atlanta-based developer TPA
Group, also plan to build a potential 14-story
hotel development and a parking garage with 300
public-access parking spaces.

Community health is in good hands
We asked our hospital leaders to share what makes their hospitals special:
JOHNS HOPKINS ALL CHILDREN’S

ST. ANTHONY’S HOSPITAL

BAYFRONT HEALTH

Scientists at Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital’s Institute for
Fundamental Biomedical Research use
innovative research methods to study
the development of childhood diseases
to not just treat, but prevent diseases.

We just opened a new $152 million, 90-bed Patient Tower. That
puts us about midway through a
master facility plan that is just part
of St. Anthony’s response to the
growth in the community.

Our clinically integrated network is
a physician-led, physician-governed
collaboration between community
physicians and Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital. For practices, it
can help improve overall alignment,
patient experience, access to specialists and enhance provider well-being.
The advantage for patients and their
families is their pediatrician has clear
knowledge of who the best specialist for a specific condition is, and easy
access to that provider means recommended care can be jointly discussed
and followed. This enables the child’s
care to come from an entire team of
providers. It also means data shared
can help community physicians make
more informed decisions about best
practices, ultimately with the goal of
producing better outcomes.

Looking ahead, we see ongoing
development in our core service
lines of cardiology, oncology
services, orthopedic services, adult
general medical services, and then
some unique specializations in
some of our oncology and pulmonary spaces related to lung nodule,
early lung cancer determination,
and robotic surgery to facilitate
early intervention and treatment.

Bayfront Health, Orlando Health’s
flagship hospital in this region, is the
only trauma center in St. Pete. We
deliver about 4,500 babies a year.
We have a new medical pavilion and
freestanding emergency department under construction, slated for
completion in spring of 2023.
We started a new bariatric surgery
program, and we are opening the
Digestive Health Institute, which
brings high-end digestive health
procedures to the St. Petersburg area.
We are expanding our cardiovascular program, and we're undergoing
renovations in the current facility.

- Dr. Laszlo Nagy, Co-Director, All
Children’s Institute for Fundamental
Biomedical Research

One of the things that makes St.
Anthony’s special is that it is a notfor-profit hospital and part of the
Baycare Health System. We reinvest our resources right back into
the community by improving our
facilities, taking care of our team
members and providing events like
the St. Anthony’s Triathlon, which
is the state’s oldest and largest
triathlon. We had just over 3,000
participants this year, and next
year will be our 40th year.

I’ve been in this role since Orlando
Health acquired Bayfront in 2020, and
I absolutely love the city. Bayfront
Health offers very technical and highend services. It is a 480-bed facility,
yet it’s very connected with the community. We take seriously the need to
participate in everything from diversity, equity and inclusion, like Pride
Month, to working with the school
systems, to being very close to city
government officials and trying to
really look at how we can fulfill the
health care needs of the community.

- Dr. Divya Joshi, President, All
Children’s Specialty Physicians

- Scott Smith, President,
St. Anthony’s

- John Moore, President, Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg

112 AUGUST 2022 ST. PETERSBURG / FLORIDA TREND CUSTOM CONTENT

Our roots are here.
Our future is here.
Did you know that Duke Energy started as St. Petersburg Electric Light & Power
Company in the late 1800s? Originally an ice company, it grew into a light company,
which became a power company – and turned the lights on in
St. Petersburg for the first time!
From powering the first lightbulb to the innovations of the future, we’re proud to
have such a long history of serving this community and we’ll be here,
committed to powering economic vitality into the future.
DUKE-ENERGY.COM

ST. PETERSBURG

WORKFORCE / EDUCATION
CODEBOXX
"We built CodeBoxx to address the
shortage of tech talent. The fact is
there are many people left behind
right in our own communities that
could solve some of that shortage,”
says Meg Charles, founder and
CEO of CodeBoxx. Charles says a
four-year tech-focused degree isn’t
the only pathway to a well-paying
tech job, and that skills such as
curiosity and collaboration are
also important because so much
of tech today is about finding
solutions together. That’s where
an accelerated and immersive
16-week bootcamp program such
as CodeBoxx comes in. “We’re going
to learn how to learn and listen,
collaborate and develop those
coding skills and apply them to
develop solutions,” she told her
most recent cohort of students.
CodeBoxx’s headquarters is in
the Thrive coworking center in
downtown St. Pete. Its second
bootcamp is underway, and
expansion to other cities is in the
plans. “We believe our mission is
to transform lives and elevate the
human in technology.”

STUDENTS WHO COMPLETE THE CODEBOXX
16-WEEK BOOTCAMP ARE WORKFORCE READY.

ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE PARTNERED WITH DUKE ENERGY TO CREATE A 14-WEEK ELECTRICAL LINEWORKER PROGRAM.

Creating a workforce pipeline is a
team effort
“We go to employers and ask them
what workers do they need and how
can we work together to create a program for them,” explains Belinthia Berry,
St. Petersburg College’s dean of workforce
development. “It’s real time.”

programs to support advanced manufacturers as well as banks. “You can go to
school very affordably and have a job on
the other side,” says Berry, estimating that
the college adds 12 to15 new programs
every year.

For example, SPC co-created a 14-week
Electrical Lineworker Program with Duke
Energy and other industry partners. Duke
provided funding and curriculum assistance. The program has been so popular it
has a waiting list of more than 300 people,
and Duke has upped its financial commitment so that more students can gain
these hands-on, essential skills. In addition
to earning important certifications, most
of the students in the first four cohorts
found jobs afterward, Berry says. These are
high-paying careers: Once they get a little
experience under their belts, lineworkers
can make more than $100,000 annually.

SPC is not alone. As part of the city’s
Grow Smarter program, SPC, University
of South Florida, Eckerd College and

In health care, SPC has also created
apprenticeships for community health
workers, and it has short-term training programs for patient care techs and
medical assistant programs. Health care
organizations also bring in SPC to upskill
their employees. The college also has
certification programs in tech that are
stackable and lead to a degree. There are
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WE GO TO EMPLOYERS AND
ASK THEM WHAT WORKERS DO
THEY NEED AND HOW CAN WE
WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A
PROGRAM FOR THEM.”

BELINTHIA BERRY
DEAN OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT,
ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

VALUETO THE
COMMUNITY
ADDING

St. Petersburg College’s major
economic contributions to the
Tampa Bay region are crucial
to families and employers
throughout the area and affirm
the college’s dedication to
bolstering economic mobility
and workforce development.

Annual Impact
billion
2.3
in income added

$

to Pasco, Pinellas,
Hernando and
Hillsborough counties

billion
1.2
in added income

$

and support for

17,745 jobs

in Pinellas County

One out of every

36 jobs

in Pinellas County
supported by SPC
activities

A return of

on every
community dollar
that supports SPC

Source: 2021 study by labor market company Emsi, a leader in higher education, business and community development

Learn more at spcollege.edu

8.40

$

ST. PETERSBURG

WORKFORCE / EDUCATION
SHAMRCK
“Shamrck is a talent matchmaking
service for businesses hiring high
school students as interns. We do a
vetting process where we introduce
students to certain careers and train
them and prepare them with our
resume builder and mock interview
practice. Once they are ready, we
help them interact with businesses.
Internships provide paid work
experience and for some could lead
to long-term careers,” says CEO
Sheffie Robinson. The internship
will entail a real-world project such
as building a website or app for a
company. The internships don’t have
to be in tech, but Shamrck does focus
on high-growth careers. Shamrck
also offers short bootcamps for high
school students, such as one for
data science, that prepare them for
internships. The startup hopes to
launch in a few Florida markets this
fall. “One of the best choices I’ve
made is headquartering in St. Pete.
I’m very much looking forward to
seeing what more we can do.”

Pinellas Technical College are beginning to work together to show all
the career pathways available to the
faster-growing, higher-paying careers,
including through a robust internship
program. Kelly Kirschner, VP and dean
of Executive and Continuing Education
at Eckerd, says 70% of Eckerd’s students
come from outside Florida, but more
than half end up staying in the Tampa
Bay area after graduation. Eckerd excels
in marine science, and in all of its liberal
arts programs, graduates learn writing
and critical thinking skills that will be in
high demand for the jobs of the future,
Kirschner says.
USF offers an Accelerated Nursing
Program, in which students who already
have a degree can earn a nursing degree
in just four semesters, as well as other
health care-related certificates and
degrees. USF is also fueling the pipeline in other hot fields, such as marine
science. Local philanthropists Kate
Tiedemann and Ellen Cotton recently
made gifts totaling $14 million to support
efforts to make the USF Kate Tiedemann
School of Business and Finance a “hub
of excellence” in fintech education, says

Michael Wiemer, the inaugural director
of the new Fintech Center.
USF hopes to offer, in the fall, a fintech
certificate program, a seven-module
online offering distributed globally,
Wiemer says. “It’s designed to bring
people in and give them the basic
foundations of fintech, and from there
we’re going to move on with a portfolio
of learning opportunities,” he says. That
will likely eventually include undergraduate and master’s degrees and executive
education, he says. The center will also
be recruiting for the faculty “true experts
in the fintech field” including researchers and practitioners. “We already are
engaging with industry groups and
organizations that will be co-creating
and benefiting from our work in fintech
and vice versa.”
Workforce training starts young, as SPC
is opening a STEM high school this fall.
Adds Belinthia Berry: “Education has to
be flexible and that is what we’re trying
to do — be open, flexible and meeting
businesses where they are and making
sure that we prepare our students and
residents for what’s to come.”

INTERNSHIPS PROVIDE
PAID WORK EXPERIENCE
AND FOR SOME COULD
LEAD TO LONG-TERM
CAREERS."

SHEFFIE ROBINSON
CEO, SHAMRCK

USF COLLEGE OF MARINE SCIENCE STUDENTS CONDUCT RESEARCH ABOARD THE WEATHERBIRD RESEARCH VEHICLE.
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Catch Customers
in the Digital Sea.
Digital marketing can be complicated. With oceans of options and
ever-changing rules, it’s hard to keep up. If you’re in that boat, turn
to our local experts for help. Based in St. Petersburg, we can meet
with you to discuss your goals and grow your business.

• Website design
• Social Media
• Retargeting
• Email Marketing
• SEO

Contact
Bill Moore, GM
at 727.892.2391
to get started.

ST. PETERSBURG
INNOVATION

St. Petersburg, says Ben Minichino,
president of Pole Star USA.
He was based in Barcelona when the
company needed a U.S. base, and he
considered Texas, the Carolinas and
both coasts of Florida. The St. Pete
location, with its maritime and military
focus, was perfect, but that’s not all:
“St. Pete is a diverse, cultural city as
well as just a fun place to be. The standard of living is just so much higher.”

SAILDRONE, MAKER OF WIND- AND SOLAR-POWERED AUTONOMOUS SURFACE VEHICLES, RECENTLY ANNOUNCED
ITS NEW HEADQUARTERS IN THE INNOVATION DISTRICT’S MARITIME AND DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY HUB.

Innovation powers the Sunshine City
To see innovation in action, stroll the
St. Petersburg Innovation District just
south of the downtown core.

collaborate on projects that will grow
the Sunshine City’s economy now and
for future generations.

The district includes the University
of South Florida, Johns Hopkins
All Children’s, Bayfront Health, the
Poynter Institute and the Dali Museum,
along with dozens of companies, and
was formed in 2016 to bring together
entrepreneurs, industry, researchers, educators and government to

Visit the new Maritime and Defense
Technology Hub, and you’ll meet 17
businesses and organizations in these
two sectors that are areas of strength
and differentiation for St. Pete’s
economy, says Alison Barlow, executive director of the district. The district repurposed the building this year
as a shared space for small business,
academia and government.

WE CHOSE ST. PETE AMONG
ALL OTHER CITIES BECAUSE
WE SAW THE INNOVATIVE
SPIRIT. THERE’S INNOVATION
DNA, I DON’T KNOW HOW
YOU GOT IT, BUT IT’S HERE
AND WE KNOW IT.”
CATHIE WOOD
CEO AND CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER,
ARK INVEST

Pole Star Defense, based in London,
is The Hub’s largest tenant. Pole Star
operates a 24/7 operations support watch and operations center
for the Coast Guard and supplies
services critical to national security.
Pole Star also operates a data center and has built a series of tech
applications supporting the Coast
Guard and Homeland Security out of

In the last couple of years, the USF
College of Marine Science entered
into a $9 million agreement with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) to become a
Center of Excellence for coastal mapping. The Innovation District and USF
also partner with the U.S. Geological
Survey located in the district.
And by this time next year, if all goes
according to schedule, a new Ark
Innovation Center will open. A project
of the city, Pinellas County and Ark
Invest, the 45,000-square-foot, 3-story
center at 4th Street and 11th Avenue
South will house companies including
Ark, a startup incubator/accelerator, a
fabrication room and event spaces. At
the same time, Barlow and her team
are looking at ways to activate the
neighborhood around the center
as a walkable, sustainable area for
innovation.
Spurring more health care innovation
is also in the district’s plans. “I envision
some sort of housing for graduate students, for nurses. I envision more office
space and maybe even some mixed-use
space to accommodate expanded uses
that we’d like to see where the university is blended with a tech company
and a student may go to class on one
floor and do an internship on another
floor,” Barlow says.

MARINE COMPANIES TO WATCH
Blue Ring Imaging builds AR/VR hardware
and software products for underwater
unmanned vehicle operators, including the
Navy, Air Force and defense contractors.
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Aurora Borealis Networks specializes
in universal satellite communications
solutions in the maritime, mobile and fixed
site satellite communications markets.

Christian Hardigree named

new regional chancellor of
USF St. Petersburg campus

In May, University of South Florida President Rhea Law announced the selection of Christian Hardigree as the next regional
chancellor of the USF St. Petersburg campus. Hardigree, who most recently served as the founding dean of the School of
Hospitality at Metropolitan State University (MSU) of Denver, began her new role at USF on July 1.
As the regional chancellor, Hardigree serves as the campus’ chief executive officer and has the goal of ensuring the excellence
of the campus, as well as contributing to the overall success of the university. She will play a vital role in enhancing community
engagement, leading fundraising efforts, serving as a campus ambassador and building partnerships.

“

When this position became available and I really
looked at the St. Petersburg campus, I just fell in
love with this community and with this campus.

Why USF and why the St. Petersburg
campus, specifically?
USF has had a meteoric rise in terms of
the quality of programming and moving
into the top 50 public universities. When
this position became available and I really
looked at the St. Petersburg campus, I
just fell in love with this community and
with this campus.
You are very candid about your time
as a college student, describing your
academic journey as rife with challenges.
I’ve had two and three jobs
simultaneously. I’ve been a food insecure
student. I’ve been a homeless student -sofa surfing and sleeping in my car at
various times. I think it’s important that
we understand that’s the path for so
many of our students, and it has really
framed how I approach things. I want
to make sure that we’re providing the
resources students need.
USF.E D U

You are coming to USF from
the School of Hospitality at
Metropolitan State University in
Denver where you were the dean.
How will you incorporate that
experience into your new role?
You know what I love about
hospitality professionals, it is our job
to say yes. My first job was selling
Coca Cola at Sanford stadium for
University of Georgia football games
… I've worked at a pool hall, I’ve
worked at a Putt-Putt and at an ice
cream shop. Hospitality is just in
my blood. It’s about making people
have a great experience.
When I think about the regional
chancellor position, that’s part of
what we’re trying to do. We’re trying
to increase the profile, we’re trying
to attract people to our institution
and we try to keep them once they
come here.

ST. PETERSBURG
FINANCE

DID YOU KNOW?
St. Petersburg has the most concentrated financial services sector
in Florida and the region — double
that of the average American
community.
St. Petersburg’s financial services
sectors employs more than 14,000
people in high-paying positions.
25% of bachelor’s degrees
awarded regionally are related to
financial services.

THE WORD IS OUT,
AND WE LOVE SEEING
ADDITIONAL TALENT COME
TO ST. PETERSBURG
AND INVEST IN THE
COMMUNITY."

TASH ELWYN
PRESIDENT AND CEO, RAYMOND
JAMES & ASSOCIATES

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA IN ST. PETERSBURG OFFERS A NEW CENTER OF EXCELLENCE, CALLED THE FINTECH
CENTER, AND HOSTS A FINTECH ACCELERATOR WITH TAMPA BAY WAVE TO HELP PROMISING FINTECH STARTUPS.

‘A hub of innovation in financial
services’
In 1962, Bob James founded the company
that became Raymond James Financial
(RJF), which would be the bedrock of a
thriving financial services industry in the
Sunshine City. Today, financial services
is the largest employment sector in
St. Petersburg, and includes big players
like ASI, UPC Insurance, Allstate, Ceridian
and Franklin Templeton. More recently,
exciting new players like Cathie Wood’s
Ark Invest and Dynasty Financial Partners
have chosen to relocate their headquarters here, and financial advisory firms
like Cyndeo Wealth Partners and Unique
Wealth are setting up shop.
“The recent relocation of firms like
Dynasty and Ark, both of which came
from New York City no less, is a great
proof point that the word is out, and we
love seeing additional talent come to
St. Petersburg and invest in the community,” says Tash Elwyn, president and
CEO of RJF subsidiary Raymond James
& Associates. “It’s really exciting that
St. Pete is such an attractive destination
for so many employers now.”
Raymond James employs more than 5,800
people in St. Pete, and the community is
a beneficiary of the give-back culture of
the firm that starts with the James family,
including Tom James, the company’s chairman emeritus, and his wife, Mary, who
founded the world-class James Museum
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of Western & Wildlife Art in recent years.
Although Raymond James employees are
highly involved in community nonprofits
and initiatives year-round, every May is
Cares Month, where they log thousands
of hours of local community service.
Dynasty Financial Partners relocated to
St. Pete just before the pandemic but is
already doubling down on its new home.
The company announced earlier this
year that it will be building a substantial
mixed-use building near Tropicana Field
that will become Dynasty’s new headquarters and be a hub for other technology and financial services businesses
that are here or are moving to the area.
“St. Petersburg will be a hub of innovation in financial services, wealth and
financial technology, and data analytics,”
says Shirl Penney, CEO of Dynasty.
Since its relocation, Dynasty has grown
its headcount by about 40%, hiring out
of the Tampa Bay market. The company
now has nearly 100 employees with 90%
working out of the St. Pete headquarters.
Dynasty is always looking for ways to
contribute to the community. In addition to its planned hub near Tropicana
that will have restaurants and offices for
other companies, Dynasty also sponsors a
financial literacy program in partnership
with Academy Prep and Electus to teach
kids how to earn, save, invest and spend.

GET BEST-IN-CLASS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM A
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT’S INVESTED IN YOUR SUCCESS.

BECOME A MEMBER AND ENJOY BENEFITS LIKE:
• Commercial Lending – grow your business with low, competitive rates on commercial
loans with local underwriting by real people, through conversation – not software.

• Business Banking Services – get a competitive advantage with great rates and low
fees from a Suncoast business account.

• Business Insurance – save time and money with competitive rates and terms to
protect your employees and investments.

• Workplace Banking Program – attract and retain employees by offering our

convenient and complimentary program, that brings banking to the workplace.

• Community Investment – give back to the community by being a member. Suncoast
’S
LE

2021

CH
O
E
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PEO
P

donates with every credit or debit transaction, totaling over $36 million to date.

Visit suncoastcreditunion.com/business or stop by to get started.
Downtown St. Petersburg
1022 Central Ave

South St. Petersburg
2120 34th Street South

St. Petersburg Satellite
12003 28th Street North

Credit union membership qualifications apply. Business must establish a minimum $55 business membership share account. Offers may be subject to credit qualifications and
other requirements. Savings federally insured to at least $250,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government National Credit Union Administration.

ST. PETERSBURG
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grade science curriculum it
developed for St. Petersburg
schools. “We were drawn
to the Tampa Bay region
because it did seem to be like
it could be the next Austin.”

It recruits heavily from
local universities to find
exceptional talent for its
summer analysts program.
“There is an incredible
sense of community in
this city. It’s very collaborative, and the local leaders have a holistic vision
for working together. It is
getting discovered — we
are on the map,” says
Penney. “We are early
still in the inflection point
of St. Pete as it still has a
wonderful opportunity to
grow exponentially over
the next several years. My
only regret is we didn’t
end up here sooner.”
Ark Invest is one of the
newest recruits — and

THE ARK INNOVATION CENTER WILL HOUSE INCUBATOR COMPANIES AND INCLUDE
SPACE FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING.

it wasn’t a hard sell. “We
wanted to go to a community where we could help
make a difference in many
ways both professionally and
personally,” founder and
CEO/CIO Cathie Wood told

LIVE

a recent tech conference.
Ark Invest is already making a difference: The Ark
Innovation Center is rising in
in the South St. Petersburg
Innovation District, and Ark
is also piloting this fall a 6th

WORK

Like Austin, St. Pete is drawing its share of financial
technology startups, many of
which service larger financial
players. There’s CrossBorder
Solutions, a $1 billion fintech
company that helps some of
the world’s largest companies
automate their corporate
tax departments; the startup
relocated to St. Pete in 2021.
Other fintech startups were
here to welcome CrossBorder,
such as Intrinio, Neptune,
SquareMouth and Protect My
Car as well as larger global
fintech players such as FIS.

PLAY

You’ve Arrived.
orangestationstpete.com
A dynamic , mixed-use development coming to
Downtown St. Petersburg:
- 61 Condominiums starting in the $800s
- 50,000 s.f. of Class A Office Space
- 10,000 of Central Avenue Retail Space
Sales Gallery Located at 965 Central Avenue St. Petersburg, FL

Residential Appointments:

Office Inquiries:

727.235.7125 727.599.3799

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE SELLER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. This project has been filed in the state of Florida and no
other state. This is not an offer to sell or solicitation of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer or solicitation cannot be made. Prices, availability, artist’s renderings,
dimensions, specifications, and features are subject to change at any time without notice.

TAMPA BAY’S
LUXURY LIFESTYLE LEADERS

Kolter Urban has redefined luxury living in Tampa Bay … one elevated address at
a time. The company has experienced trend-setting sales success with Saltaire and
ONE in St. Petersburg, Hyde Park House Tampa, and The Ritz-Carlton Residences,
Sarasota. Along the way, Kolter raised expectations and established new standards.
Now, Kolter is contributing to the electrifying growth of the area with
two new towers rising in Tampa Bay’s celebrated downtowns.

LUXURY CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES
FROM $1 MILLION

DOWNTOWN MODERN LUXURY RESIDENCES
– COMING SOON –

Downtown’s most inspiring new address is now
under construction – showcasing sophisticated
amenities and infused with the vibrant mosaic
of arts and culture that surrounds it.

Distinguished by its graceful curves and multifaceted design, ONE TAMPA will soar 56 stories
to redefine the downtown skyline as the tallest
residential building on Florida’s west coast.

727-240-3840 | ArtHouseStPete.com

Join Our VIP Registration List – LiveOneTampa.com

PRESENTED BY

Broker participation is welcomed and encouraged. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF
THE SELLER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES TO BE
FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. Prices, terms, and availability are subject to change at any time without notice. Images are artist’s renderings
and may not represent the final building. Furnishings and fixtures are for display purposes and are not included with the residence. Actual improvements, including,
recreational facilities and amenities, may vary from those shown and views may not be available from all units. The project has been filed in the state of Florida and
no other state. This is not an offer to sell or solicitation of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer or solicitation requires prior qualification.

ST. PETERSBURG
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A CITY OF
MUSEUMS
PHOTO: JIMMY FASHNER

The Dali Museum
Museum of Fine Arts
St. Petersburg Museum of
History
The James Museum of
Western & Wildlife Art
Florida Holocaust Museum
Museum of the American Arts
and Crafts Movement
Dr. Carter Woodson African
American Museum
The Chihuly Collection
Imagine Museum of
Contemporary Glass
Great Expectations Children’s
Museum

A BICYCLIST STOPS TO WATCH "THE 8TH FUNKY FISH TOWN" MURAL BEING MADE BY BLAINE FONTANA AND PLASTIC
BIRDIE FOR THE 2019 SHINE FESTIVAL.

The arts define the soul of this city
Did you know St. Petersburg has 10
museums, seven of those in easy walking
distance of one another in the downtown
core? Most locals and tourists know the
Sunshine City is home to the world-class
Dali and the Museum of Fine Arts, but
there’s also Western art at The James,
glass art at the Imagine, and a new
museum featuring the Arts and Crafts
movement, among many others.
Dig the performing arts? St. Pete is home
to the Florida Orchestra, which performs
nearly 100 concerts throughout the
Tampa Bay area annually, including the
Tampa Bay Times Masterworks, Raymond
James Pops, coffee concert matinees, rock
concerts, free Pops in the Park concerts,
and youth concerts. You also can find
them along with performances of all
kinds at the Duke Energy Center for the
Arts, also known as Mahaffey Theater.

SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM

For theatrical arts, whether it’s dramas,
musicals or original plays, the homegrown American Stage brings down the
house, or the park, a fitting venue for
some of their performances. Other venues for dramatic or musical arts include
the historic Paladium, the freeFall Theatre
and the St. Petersburg City Theater for
affordable community theatre.
IMAGINE MUSEUM

Did you know the Sunshine City has seven
arts districts, each with its own flavor,
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from Historic Kenwood to the Warehouse
Arts District to Grand Central and more?
And you don’t have to go far to view
St. Pete’s public art. On the pier, Janet
Echelman’s “Bending Arc” is perpetually
in motion and the sculpture “First Flight”
commemorates the world’s first commercial plane flight, which took off in St.
Pete; in public parks and on city streets
are art installations and a constantly
growing mural collection. Once a year,
the murals have a festival of their own:
The Shine Mural Festival, which happens
this year in October.
The St. Petersburg Arts Alliance drives
arts-related economic development and
funding. “It’s really an extraordinary,
innovative and inspiring city to live in and
to work in. Art not only draws tourism,
but it also draws companies and businesses that want to be around this creative workforce,” says Terry Marks, CEO
of the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance.
To ensure the arts continue to flourish, the city of St. Petersburg, the
Arts Alliance and the St. Petersburg
Downtown Partnership brought to
fruition a Comprehensive Arts Strategy,
after convening artists, art organizations, creative businesses, community
leaders, philanthropists and of course
patrons to delineate what the arts and

As our community grows,
so does our ability
to care for it.
Our new patient tower is open.
For 90 years, St. Anthony’s Hospital has
treated the community with extraordinary,
compassionate care. That continues with
our newest project: a 90-bed patient tower,
featuring all private rooms, plus a new
lobby and Seventh Avenue entrance. We’ve
also renovated select cardiovascular and
respiratory spaces and moved and upgraded
the cafeteria and dining area. This expansion
increases our ability to offer even better
care and an enhanced patient experience. As
the needs of our community grow, so does our
commitment to meeting them at St. Anthony’s
Hospital, the only BayCare hospital in
St. Petersburg. Learn more: StAnthonys.org

OUR NETWORK
BayCare Behavioral Health • BayCare HomeCare • BayCare Laboratories • BayCare Medical Group
BayCare Outpatient Imaging • BayCare Surgery Centers • BayCare Urgent Care
OUR HOSPITALS
Bartow Regional Medical Center • BayCare Alliant Hospital • Mease Countryside Hospital • Mease Dunedin Hospital • Morton Plant Hospital
Morton Plant North Bay Hospital • St. Anthony’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital
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ST. PETERSBURG
ARTS / CULTURE

culture community needed in the
city. What they came up with was a
strategy that promoted collaboration, purposeful communication,
dedicated leadership and funding, and
benchmarked progress.

the annual Shine Mural Festival, you
can meet the artists, both local and
from around the world, at work and
hear from them the stories of the
murals. But what about the rest of the
year?

“The arts really help to define the
soul of this place,” says Jason Mathis,
CEO of the St. Petersburg Downtown
Partnership, who moved here four
years ago and was “blown away” by its
culture. That helps spark the creative,
entrepreneurial spirit that St. Pete has
become known for, he says. ”The arts
help to create the kind of city that we
all love and are excited to help grow
and evolve.”

The Arts Alliance is adding performance art to some of the city’s existing
murals, starting with 12 that will come
alive under the umbrella of better mental health, Marks says. “If you're walking in St. Pete and feeling stressed or
anxious or lonely, you can go to one of
these 12 murals, download the app and
you might see music that accompanies
the mural, you might hear a poem, you
might hear a passage of a play or see
a dance on your phone that relates to
the mural, and our hope is that in that
one moment your outlook will shift,
pointing you to the positive.” Future
installations could be on the literacy
theme or the environment, she says.

The Shine Mural Festival, in its eighth
year, annually brings new murals to the
city, including underserved neighborhoods. The city now sports about 125
Shine murals — and counting. During

YOU CAN MEET ST. PETE’S WELL-KNOWN AND
EMERGING ARTISTS AT THE MONTHLY ART
WALKS (SECOND SATURDAY) WHERE ARTISTS
OPEN THEIR GALLERIES TO EVERYONE.

Member FDIC

/
Chad Wammock I Central Pinellas Office
Vice President, Commercial Relationship Manager

Dianne Cohrs I Downtown St. Petersburg Office
Vice President, Private Relationship Manager

Committed to St. Petersburg.
Our banking offices are staffed with local bankers who have deep roots in
the Pinellas market. Our bank’s focus for the past 38 years has been to serve
owner-managed businesses, professional firms and families that want a strong,
local connection with their bank and banker. Come grow with us.
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727.502.8400
thebankoftampa.com/locations

CITY CENTER

Life. Conveniently Centered.

Within Carillon Park

Ulmerton Road and I-275. St. Petersburg, Florida

Up to 220,000 SF Available

Destination Retail. Oﬃce. Multi-Family. Hotel.

Newest Development: “Park & Main”
Mixed use project with 176 luxury apartments

At Echelon, we unearth opportunities at work and at home. By digging deep to build environments
that are uniquely suited to tenant’s and resident’s needs, we are setting the new standard.
To find out how we can assist you in breaking ground on your next opportunity, call (727) 803-8200.

Digging deep
to develop
opportunity.

We Develop Opportunity.

®

Echelon LLC 235 3rd Street South, Suite 300, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 803-8200 • Fax: (727) 803-8201 • www.echelonre.com

ST. PETERSBURG
OUTDOORS

DID YOU KNOW?
St. Pete has three public golf courses, nine public pools, 60 lighted
tennis courts, 25 pickle ball courts,
six dog parks, three skateboard
parks, a Jai-Alai court, a frisbee
golf course and 16 recreation centers. And you’re always only a quick
drive away from the beach.

TAMPA BAY ROWDIES PLAY ON HOME TURF AT THE DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT AL LANG STADIUM.

5 ways to enjoy the sunshine
SUNSET AT ST. PETE PIER

1. Root, root, root for your home team: For
all you baseball fans, we’ve got the Tampa
Bay Rays that play at Tropicana Field, and
for soccer action, we’ve got the Tampa Bay
Rowdies at Al Lang Stadium. For football
and hockey, you can hop across the bridge
to Tampa to cheer for the Bucs and the
Lightning.
2. Enjoy a classic game: St. Pete is home
to the historic Shuffleboard Club, and its
open to the public on Friday nights. Want
to learn to lawn bowl? There’s a club and
courts for that too.

DOWNTOWN ST. PETERSBURG

"SUN ON THE EDGE," BY ILAN AVERBUCH

3. Get out on the water: Whether you
prefer a speed boat, jet ski, kayak or
paddleboard, there are numerous ways to
enjoy the bay. Rentals abound.
4. Stroll a garden or take the trail: Sunken
Gardens, one of Florida’s oldest roadside
attractions, is now a beautiful botanical
garden, with flamingos, parrots, turtles
and subtropical plants from around the
world in the heart of the city. Then hit the
trails of the Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, a
245-acre natural habitat and home to the
Lake Maggiore Environmental Education
Center that offers camps and programs.
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SHUFFLEBOARD CLUB

5. Bike or run, it’s all fun: The Pinellas
Trail, from St. Pete to north Pinellas,
beckons bikers, joggers and walkers, as
does St. Pete’s waterfront. What’s more,
the Sunshine City hosts frequent 5Ks,
walkathons, a marathon and the St.
Anthony’s Triathalon every year — and you
can support a good cause, too.

A lot can come from a
conversation between
a client and his banker.
Like powering positive change.

When John approached his banker, Keaton, about
a mixed-use, clean energy building in downtown
Fayetteville, he got more than the financial expertise
to make it happen. He found a passionate partner in
creating change in his community.

JOHN COLEMAN
Sustainable Real Estate Developer
Entegrity Energy Partners

firsthorizon.com/john

In Greater Tampa Bay, contact:

JIM DONATELLI

Executive Vice President
Market President
813-603-4148

PERSONAL
BUSINESS
P R I VAT E B A N K I N G

©2022 First Horizon Bank. Member FDIC.

ST. PETERSBURG
PEOPLE TO KNOW

People to know
Interested in developing community relationships or new
ventures? Get to know the movers and shakers in St. Petersburg.
James Annarelli

Jim Donatelli

Vice President for Student Life / Dean
of Students, Eckerd College

Tampa Bay Market President, First
Horizon Bank

Bowen A. Arnold

J.P. DuBuque

Manager / Principal, DDA Development

Brian Auld
President, Tampa Bay Rays

Stacy Baier
CEO, Pinellas Education Foundation

Alison Barlow
Executive Director, St. Petersburg
Innovation District

Sandra Braham

Dream Boldly
St Petersburg
Talk to a local Tampa
Bay professional
to help turn your
dreams into a plan.
Let’s talk today.

President/CEO, Gulf Coast Jewish Family
and Community Services

Neil Brown
President, The Poynter Institute

Travis Brown

Tonya Elmore
President/CEO, Tampa Bay Innovation
Center; TEC Garage

Tash Elwyn
President/CEO, Raymond James &
Associates

Charles E. "Chuck' Fagan III
President/CEO, PSCU

Mack Feldman
Vice President of Asset Management,
Feldman Equities

Thomas Frazer
Dean, USF College of Marine Science

Vice President of Service Center
Operations, Suncoast Credit Union

Michael Funsch

Bill Carlson
President, Tucker/Hall

Rachel Carpenter
CEO/Co-Founder, Intrinio

Vice President, RBC Wealth
Management

Conan Gallaty
Chairman and CEO, Tampa Bay Times

Wendy Giffin
Senior Director, Cushman & Wakefield

Robert Glaser

Thomas Cetta

President/CEO, Smith & Associates Real
Estate

Vice President / Deputy General
Counsel, Jabil

Stephanie Goforth

Meg Charles

Global Head Sales & Marketing,
Northern Trust

Co-Founder/Chief Strategy Officer,
CodeBoxx Technology Corporation

Marcus Greene

Christina Cherry

Hancock Whitney Bank, Member FDIC.

Founder, Imagine Museum

Scott Callison

Owner, President, Chairman / CEO, Red
Apple Group

hancockwhitney.com

Trish Duggan

Principal, Sabal Trust

John A. Catsimatidis

813-868-7820

President/CEO, St. Petersburg Area EDC

CEO/Founder, InsideOut

Tim Coop
Regional President, Hancock Whitney

Gina Curry
Vice President / Co-Founder, NextPath
Career Partners
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Senior Vice President, Truist

Ryan C. Griffin
Partner, Johnson Pope

Christian Hardigree
Chancellor, USF St. Petersburg

Steve Hayes
President/CEO, Visit St. Pete Clearwater

FLORIDIANS
WANT ACTION
ON CLIMATE
CHANGE
NOW A TOP 4 ISSUE, FLORIDA
POLL FINDS VOTERS WANT
STATE LAWMAKERS TO TAKE
ACTION THIS YEAR

Environmental Defense Fund’s Florida
Team Is Leading The Way On Practical
Solutions For The Sunshine State
TO FIND OUT MORE OR LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED VISIT
WWW.LETSTACKLECLIMATECHANGEFLORIDA.COM

@EDF_FLORIDA

772.519.7255 | edfflorida@edf.org | 136 4th Street North, Suite 317, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

ST. PETERSBURG
PEOPLE TO KNOW
Hank Hine
Executive Director, Dali Museum

Laura Hine
Executive Director, The James Museum
of Western & Wildlife Art

Mark House
Managing Director, Beck Group

Richard Hume

Cynthia Johnson

CEO, TD Synnex

Director, Pinellas County Economic
Development

Jason Jensen
Principal, Wannemacher Jensen
Architects

Jeff Johnson

Thomas Jewsbury

Khris Johnson

Executive Director, St. PeteClearwater International Airport

Head Brewer and Co-Owner, Green
Bench Brewing

State Director, AARP

Bryant Jones
CEO, Sabal Trust

Bill Jordan
Chief Counsel, Construction, Power
Design

Matt Kilgroe
President/CEO, Cyndeo Wealth Partners

Jim Kirkpatrick
Florida Market President, Republic Bank

Owen LaFave
SVP, Pinellas County Market President,
The Bank of Tampa

Darryl LeClair
CEO, President & Chaiman, Echelon

Bill Lederer
CEO, iSocrates

Chad Loar
Regional President, West & Central
Florida, PNC Bank

Nearly $40 million
donated to
charitable causes
in Pinellas County
in the past 5 years.

Pat V. Mack
President/CEO, PVM

Tom Magoulis
Executive Director, Museum of the
American Arts and Crafts Movement

Terrry Marks

Lifting up philanthropy
in Tampa Bay.
Community Foundation Tampa Bay has been
growing philanthropy in Hillsborough, Pinellas,
Pasco, Hernando and Citrus counties since 1990.
Please contact one of our philanthropic advisors
for assistance with your charitable giving today.
(813) 282-1975 | cftampabay.org | info@cftampabay.org

CEO, The St. Petersburg Arts Alliance

Jason Mathis
CEO, St. Petersburg Downtown
Partnership

Steven Meier
Interim CEO/Chief Financial Officer,
CareerSource Pinellas

Jay Miller
President, J2 Developers

Chris Minner
Executive Vice President, Tampa
International Airport

John Moore
President, Bayfront Health

Jessica Muroff
Chief Executive Officer, United Way
Suncoast
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Jim Myers

Mike Thackrey

Ken Welch

President/COO, Crown Automotive
Group

CEO, Vine IT & Cybersecurity

Mayor, City of St. Petersburg

Anthony Nagendraraj

Bobby Tinsley

Tonjua Williams

Co-Founder/EVP, SKUx

President, St. Petersburg College

Brian Van Slyke

Cathie Wood

Regional President West Coast Florida,
The Kolter Group

CEO/Chief Investment Officer, ARK Invest

CEO, Spontivly

Michael Otis
Founder/CEO, Procoto

Shirl Penney
President/CEO, Dynasty Financial
Partners

David Pizzo

Investing in innovation

Market President, Florida Blue

Reuben Pressman
Chief Product Officer, Modern Campus

Paul C. Reilly
Chair and CEO, Raymond James Financial

E CO NO M I C DE V E LO P M EN T
WWW. PCE D. O R G

Pinellas County is providing new opportunities for startups to
thrive and grow in a new state-of-the-art business incubator
in the St. Pete Innovation District

Sheffie Robinson
Founder/CEO, Shamrck

Danielle Ruiz
Senior Manager of Economic
Development, Duke Energy

Randall H. Russell
President/CEO, Foundation for a Healthy
St. Petersburg

Melissa Rutland
President, Rutland Florida Gulf Group

Alicia Schulhof
President, Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital

Melissa Seixas
Florida President, Duke Energy Florida

Kristen Shepherd
Executive Director/CEO, St. Petersburg
Museum of Fine Arts

Dawn Shirreffs

Opening
in 2023

Florida Director, Environmental Defense
Fund

Nadine Smith
Executive Director, Equality Florida

Scott Smith
President, St. Anthony’s Hospital

Marlene Spalten
President/CEO, Community Foundation
of Tampa Bay

Chris Steinocher
President/CEO, St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce

Nathan Stonecipher

To be successful, entrepreneurs need support from a community
of trusted advisors, coaches, mentors, plus access to technical
resources and programs to take businesses to the next level. That’s
why Pinellas County is building a 45,000-square-foot business
incubator with these resources and more under one roof. Offices,
collaborative spaces, event space, and programming will be offered
by the prestigious regional tech business accelerator,
the Tampa Bay Innovation Center.

Ready to launch your startup in Pinellas County? Contact us today!
PCED.org | (727) 464-7332

Co-Owner, Green Bench Brewing
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