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Hartnell College graduates
receive 2,287 credentials

Congratulations Jonathan!
2022 VALEDICTORIAN
YORK SCHOOL

Hartnell College was
voted Best Community
College or Credential
Program in the Monterey
Herald’s 2021 Salinas
Valley Readers’ Choice
balloting earlier this
month. This special publication is just in time to announce that more than 700
graduates from Summer
2021 through Spring 2022
participated in Hartnell
College’s Commencement
on May 20 at Rabobank
Stadium in Salinas. This
was Hartnell’s first in-person ceremony since 2019,
when about 650 graduates
took part.

In total, 1,241 associate degrees and 1,006
certificates of achievement
were awarded, plus 40
High School Equivalency completions, with 34
students earning valedictorian status because of their
perfect 4.0 grade point
averages – the most in
recent memory.
Graduating music student
Tatiana Magdaleno of
Salinas sang the National
Anthem, fellow graduate Jane Hernandez, the
student body president
from Castroville majoring
in psychology, gave the
valedictorian address,

and Hartnell Community
College District Governing Board President Erica
Padilla-Chavez delivered
concluding remarks. The
three-hour ceremony was
live-streamed on YouTube.
“From graduates we’ve
heard statements like,
‘I’ve never attended a
graduation, and this is my
first one,’ to ‘It’s taken
me six to eight years, so
I’m very excited for me
and my family,’” said
Augustine Nevarez, who
led event planning in his
role as director of student
affairs for student life.

7 gift ideas for soon-to-be graduates
It would be an understatement to say that it has been
an interesting few years
for the Class of 2022. Due
to the pandemic, many
soon-to-be grads spent a
significant portion of their
school years adapting to a
changing landscape, both at
school and at home. While
it is an accomplishment
to reach graduation in a
“normal” situation, students
who have succeeded and
thrived in the face of pandemic-related adversity are
worthy of extra celebration.
Graduation gifts are a
great way to show grads
how proud you are that they
stayed the course in the face
of significant challenges.
Here are seven gift ideas for

graduates.
1. Journal: Graduates are
about to start new chapters
in their lives. Either a blank
journal or one with writing
prompts can help grads get
their thoughts on paper to
document both the many
moments that will shape the
next few years.
2. Mascot- or schoolthemed offerings: If a high
school graduate will be
going on to higher education, then visit the college
or university’s spirit shop
to purchase anything from
sweatshirts to blankets to
coffee mugs featuring a
school logo or mascot. On
the first day of classes, the
new student will already
feel part of the team.
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3. New wardrobe: Graduating means forging new
paths, whether in a career
or through additional
schooling. Grads can look
the part with several items
from a favorite retailer.
Those who are unsure of
the graduate’s style can
purchase a gift card and let
the grad go on a spending
spree.
4. Framed school photo or
map: A piece of artwork
can evoke strong emotions
of time spent on campus.
Frame a black-and-white or
sepia-tone print of the aerial view of campus, or opt
for an official school tour
map, which indicates buildings and other points of
interest. This could become

a cherished keepsake.
5. Bedside organizational
pouch: Dorm life requires
maximizing a small amount
of space. An organizational
pouch or pocket can keep
essentials such as a tablet,
book, reading glasses, and
remote control close by and
organized without taking
up a lot of room. Some
are designed to rest over
a couch cushion or slide
between a mattress and bed
frame.
6. Automotive essentials:
Graduates will be facing all
sorts of new expenses, so
easing any sort of financial
burden can help them in a
big way. Vehicles tend to
be major financial drains
for teens and young adults.

Prepaid cash cards,
gas station gift cards,
vouchers for car washes,
and even gift cards to an
automotive supply store
can help graduates direct
their funds elsewhere.
7. Personal coffeemaker:
Many people feel coffee
is essential to make it
through the day. Graduates who will soon be
studying for college exams or those waking up

early for their first forays
into the workforce may
appreciate an on-demand
pick-me-up. Coffeemakers
are much more streamlined
these days, and there are
pots designed to use loose
grounds or special pods to
produce cups quickly.
Shoppers can explore
many interesting options to
commemorate the accomplishments of the class of
2022.

YORK SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022
Savannah Abbott • Jacob Bancroft • Jade Bare • Yarib Barragan • Caitlin Bermejo • Amanda Boyce • Alex Browning • Carlos Cabrera • Frances Cardinale
Frank Chen • Shelly Chen • Zefu Chen • Daniel Cheng • Sydney Choi • Aaron Chu • Casey Cortez • Madison Cosby • Dominic Criscitiello • Tyler Dwelle
Oscar Fadem • Colin Ferguson • Heather Galinato • Jara Gomez • Tommy Gu • Justin Hou • Michael Julian • Jason Khan • Ryan Kragelund • Kevin Li
Tony Liu • Ian Mahoney • Camilla Martin • Celeste McGuire • Davonn Ngo • Juliet Oliver • Esmie Ortiz • Kurrun Sethi • Benjamin Simpson
Hannah Stackpole • Jon Truong • Sherry Wu • Daniel Xu • Alan Yang • Johnny Zhang • Peter Zhao
Members of the York School Class of 2022 have contributed over 4,200 hours of service to the community.
In addition to financial aid, the 45 graduates were offered more then $3 million in scholarship and merit awards.
We’re proud of them and their accomplishments, and we wish them all the best!
The Class of 2022 was accepted to 95 colleges and universities, including:
American University
Arizona State University-Tempe
(Engineering & Applied Sci)
Bennington College
Boston College
Bryn Mawr College
Cal Poly Humboldt
California Polytechnic State UniversitySan Luis Obispo
California State Polytechnic University-Pomona
California State University-Fullerton
California State University-Monterey Bay
California State University-Sacramento
Case Western Reserve University
Central Washington University
Chapman University
Colby College
Colorado College
Colorado State University-Fort Collins
Culinary Institute of America
Denison University
Drexel University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Prescott
Emory University
Fordham University

George Washington University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Hawaii Pacific University
Illinois Wesleyan University
Kalamazoo College
King’s College London (University of London)
Lewis & Clark College
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Monterey Peninsula College
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Northeastern University
Oberlin College
Occidental College
Ohio State University
Oregon State University
Pennsylvania State University
Pepperdine University
Portland State University
Reed College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Rutgers University

Saint Mary’s College of California
San Diego State University
San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
Seattle University
Smith College
Sonoma State University
Stony Brook University
Syracuse University
The American University of Paris
The Evergreen State College
The University of Edinburgh
The University of Texas at Austin
Trinity College Dublin and Columbia University
University College Dublin
University of British Columbia
University of California-Berkeley
University of California-Davis
University of California-Irvine
University of California-Los Angeles
University of California-Merced
University of California-Riverside
University of California-San Diego

University of California-Santa Barbara
University of California-Santa Cruz
University of Chicago
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Florida
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Kentucky
University of Michigan-Dearborn
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
University of Mississippi
University of Oregon
University of the Pacific
University of Pittsburgh
University of Portland
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of St Andrews
University of Toronto
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Vassar College
Western Washington University
Whitman College
Willamette University

Learn more about York’s EXCEPTIONAL ACADEMICS and WELCOMING COMMUNITY at YORK.ORG
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Monterey Peninsula College Commencement
Celebrates the Conferral of Over 3,824
Degrees & Certificates
Monterey, CA - Monterey Peninsula College
will hold its first in-person Commencement
Ceremony since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic on Friday, May 27
at 6:00pm. The ceremony
will be held in MPC’s
Pappas-Phillips Community Stadium. Honoring
graduates from 2020,
2021, and 2022, the College expects more than
2,000 guests to attend.
“We are so excited to
be able to recognize our
students’ accomplishments at an in-person
Commencement Ceremony this spring,” shares

Rosalyn Green, Chair of
the MPC Board of Trustees. “They deserve to be
celebrated and honored,
and that is exactly what we
will do.”
MPC will confer 1,059
degrees and certificates to
866 students graduating this
spring. The Ceremony will
also recognize more than
1,650 students who earned
degrees in 2020 and 2021,
but were unable to participate in an in-person ceremony. “Earning a college
degree is a huge challenge,”
comments Mark Zacovic,
PhD, MPC’s Superintendent/President. “Doing so
in a pandemic - despite all

of the additional obstacles it caused - is even
more significant. We
could not be more proud
of these graduates, and
we sincerely thank the
instructors and staff at
MPC who helped them
along the way.”
Those graduating this
spring include nine dual
enrollment students from
four area high schools.
The Dual enrollment
students, who took MPC
courses offered at their
high schools through an
agreement between the
College and the schools,
will earn associate
degrees along with their
Provided photo

high school diplomas.
“This is an especially
significant achievement,”
explains Dr. Jon Knolle,
MPC’s Vice President of
Academic Affairs. “We
look forward to continuing
to grow our dual enrollment
partnerships with our area
high schools so that more
students will have this
remarkable opportunity.”
MPC’s Commencement Ceremony will be
live streamed, including
“behind the scenes” shots,
available for the public to
watch on MPC’s YouTube
channel. A recording will
also be posted on the chanProvided photo
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nel for those unable to
watch live, which will include congratulatory video
messages from MPC’s
instructors and staff.
Monterey Peninsula College - established in 1947
Monterey Peninsula College, part of California’s
public community college
system, is an open-access
institution committed to
fostering student learning
and success by providing
excellence in instructional programs, facilities,
and services to support
the goals of students
pursuing transfer, career,
basic skills, and lifelong

learning opportunities. In addition to the scenic Monterey
campus located on 90+ acres,
MPC’s district includes the
Public Safety Training Center
in Seaside and the Education Center at Marina. As a
comprehensive community
college, MPC responds to
the educational and cultural
needs of its diverse community, and is distinguished
for its outstanding academic
programs and strong commitment to student success. To
learn more about Monterey
Peninsula College, please visit www.mpc.edu and follow
us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

CSUMB celebrates record number of 2022 graduates
By MOLLY GIBBS | mgibbs@montereyherald.com
A record number of graduates walked across the
stage at California State
University Monterey Bay
this weekend. This year’s
graduation celebrated
2,345 graduation candidates from 25 states and
35 countries.
“Whether they come
from Marina or Malaysia,
each of our students has
his or her own unique story of accomplishments,”
Provost Katherine Kantardjieff told the crowd
at the Saturday afternoon
ceremony.
Ceremonies took place
last Friday afternoon,
Saturday morning and

Saturday afternoon at
the newly renovated
Cardinale Stadium on
campus. The graduation
ceremonies were also
live-streamed.
Monterey Bay Football Club privately invested over $11 million
in renovations to the
existing stadium and facilities. The newly renovated stadium serves
as the Club’s home
field and will feature
the college’s men’s and
women’s soccer teams
and serve as a place for
events like festivals and
commencement.
Many of this year’s

graduates spent more
of their college experience affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic
than not. Most were
sophomores when their
two-week spring break
turned into a month-long
quarantine.
Saturday afternoon’s
student speaker, Ethan
Quaranta, addressed the
pandemic’s impact on
his graduating class’s
collective university
experience.
“I know how hard, in
particular, it was to be
a student – let alone
being a student leader –
during pandemic times in
particular,” he admitted.
“To the class of 2022, we

deserve this moment of
celebration, perhaps more
than any other graduating
class in history today. …
We had to overcome so
much more than the typical barriers to get here.”
For environmental studies major, Alisa Lopez,
the ceremony was a “long
time coming.” She said
it was wonderful that the
outdoor, restriction-free
celebration felt like being
back to normal.
Graduates were presented to the provost, and at
last able to walk across
the stage and shake hands
with the platform party.
The stadium erupted in
cheers and applause as
graduates moved their

tassels to the left side of
their caps, signaling the
completion of their undergraduate degree and
time at CSUMB.
“You are Otters, and the
world is your oyster,”
the keynote speaker, Dr.
Larry Samuels, told the
graduating class. Samuels is the vice president
for strategic initiatives
for CSUMB and the
executive director of the
University Corporation.
Rucker, a retired educator and longtime community activist, worked as a
teacher and librarian for
Monterey Peninsula Unified School District. After retiring, she devoted
her time to activism and

civil rights, working with
and leading numerous
organizations to address
significant community
issues including HIV/
AIDS prevention, mental
health services, police
reform, low-income
housing, civil rights and
voter education and registration. She founded the
Seaside Voter Education
Center in 2008, where
she advocated for voting
rights.
In February, she was
honored with the key to
the city of Seaside and
last month, CSUMB
renamed the Center for
Black Student Success to
the Helen Rucker Center
for Black Excellence.
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Hartnell College awards record number of
degrees and certificates
Hartnell College celebrated a joyous in-person
Commencement on May
20 at Rabobank Stadium
in Salinas for the first
time since 2019 because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
More than 700 graduates participated, the
most in recent memory,
and the college awarded
a record number of credentials -- 1,241 associate degrees and 1,006
certificates of achievement. Honor graduates,
earning a 3.25 GPA or
better, numbered 627, including 33 valedictorians
with a perfect 4.0.
“My colleagues on
the board and I are very
excited to be back in
an in-person graduation,” said Erica Padilla-Chavez, Hartnell
Community College
District Governing Board
president. “Let’s hear it,
graduates!”
Several members of the
Platform Party, including
Interim Superintendent/
President Dr. Steven

Crow, congratulated the
students as each crossed
the stage to be recognized
and photographed.
Held on a bright, breezy
and warm late afternoon,
the ceremony was expected to last as long as three
hours because so many
students were participating, but brief speeches and
quick pacing kept it to just
90 minutes. A near-capacity crowd of nearly
5,000 family and friends
watched and cheered, and
about 1,400 more viewed
a live-stream on YouTube.
Cheryl O’Donnell, a
business instructor at Hartnell and 2021-22 president
of the Academic Senate,
commended graduates on
their accomplishment.
“Just look at you,” she
said, pointing her index
finger toward the students
seated in rows on the
football field. “You sit
here tonight as the first
class to be back live and
in person after facing an
unprecedented challenge,
one that took you on an
educational journey not

imagined back in March
2020. You have shown
us what you are made
of – grit, determination,
the ability to adapt, stay
positive and, in the end,
succeed. You are our
success stories. Be proud
of your accomplishment
and enjoy this moment.
You have earned it.
Congratulations, Class of
2022!”
Padilla-Chavez introduced the valedictorian
speaker, Jane Hernandez,
who was chosen to address the graduates from
among several students
who applied for that honor. Hernandez, who was
the 2021-22 president of
the Associated Students
of Hartnell College and
student trustee on the
Governing Board, will
attend Stanford University this fall, with plans to
major in psychology.
Like so many graduates,
she paid tribute to her
parents for helping give
her the opportunity to
obtain an education and
pursue her goals.

Valedictorian speaker Jane Hernandez delivers her address as Hartnell Governing Board President Erica
Padilla-Chavez looks on. Provided photo
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“I am a proud Chicana,”
Hernandez said. “I am the
daughter of a hard-working Chicano father and of
a Mexican mother who
migrated from her country
in search of the American
dream. When my mother
migrated, she probably
thought she was doing it for
herself, maybe her parents
or maybe even her siblings.
Little did she know she was
also doing it for me and my
brothers. I am grateful for
the life lessons my parents
were able to provide, as
they have helped me be the
better person I am now.
“For the past several years
we have had the pleasure
and the opportunity to be a
student at Hartnell College, and even though our
educational journey was
not a smooth one, completing our degree has been a
challenging yet rewarding
experience,” she said.
“Regardless of what we
decide to do with the education we have received,
one thing is certain: We
prevailed under all circumstances to be here today. As

Interim Superintendent/President Dr. Steven Crow congratulates one of
the first graduates to cross the stage. Provided photo

we continue on to our next
journey, I hope that we all
remember who we are and
the community we come
from.”
In addition to scores
of Hartnell faculty who
were seated on the field
alongside the graduates,
about 60 other employees
helped set up the field,
directed spectators and
guided students to where

they needed to be.
One aspect that was new
this year was the processional of students in groups
of Meta-Majors, which are
clusters of similar academic
majors that help students
determine their career goals.
Hartnell’s five Meta-Majors
are: Agriculture, Business
& Industries; STEM; Social
Sciences; Arts & Languages;
and Health Sciences.

Graduates march toward their seats on the field at Rabobank Stadium to the sound of “Pomp & Circumstance.”
Provided photo
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CLASS OF 2022

We did it!

We proudly announce the graduation of Trinity Christian Seniors. "Blessed is the one who
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life
that the Lord has promised to those who love him. James 1:12 (NIV)
(Back Row) Tony Le, Cymon Taylor, Alex Holder, Xander Edwards, Diego Martinez, Joshua Russo, Dominic Gorbunov,
Kevin Deng, Isaac Marquez, April Vogelpohl, (Front Row) Mitchell Koo, Ethan Shutt, Rachel Christian, Cory Cowden,
Colby Cowden, Victoria Peters, Camren Cabanilla, Enya Koo, Tony Bruce

Trinity Christian | Grades 6-12
680 Belden St., Monterey, CA, 93940
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