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Updating the hub of the house
Whether it’s a reface or a remodel, Kitchen Tune-Up has you covered
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PG is best the place for bird lovers

Central Coast destination
with a huge diversity of
bird species.
This time of year is particularly rousing as many
chicks are coming to the
end of their fledgling
lives and begin trying to
figure out the world on
their own. There are a few
species like sparrows and
finches that can still be
seen gobbling food right
out of parents’ mouths.
On any given weekend
it would be hard to miss
avid birders with their
spotting scopes and long
camera lenses lined up
along Pacific Grove’s
Recreation Trial like birds

ways been a bird-friendly
community. Point Pinos,
for example, has been
a birder destination for
more than 50 years. No
land-based locale on the
West Coast offers better
opportunities to observe
pelagic and migratory
bird species than Point Pinos on the outer tip of the
Monterey Peninsula, said
Blake Matheson, board
chairman of the Monterey
Audubon Society in an
earlier interview with the
Herald. Pelagic refers to
the types of birds that live
most of their lives on and
above the open sea.
Local government has

support behind a proposed
observation platform next
to the Rec Trail.
Bird watching is important to the hundreds of
visitors to Pacific Grove
annually. They understand
the challenges facing
their feathered friends,
particularly habitat loss
from development. One of
the most striking songbirds during the spring
are Western bluebirds,
whose numbers have been
significantly affected by
habitat loss.
The males during mating
season put on a lavish
show of colors, with purplish-blue crowns, wings
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Birds...continued from
page 1
cavities of the trees. But
their numbers have diminished over the decades
as development in rural
areas has destroyed much
of their habitat, according
to the Santa Clara Valley
Audubon Society.
To try and combat the
decline, Audubon California in partnership with the

North American Bluebird
Society many years ago
launched the California
Bluebird Recovery Program. Volunteers assemble
birdhouses with holes cut
in the front to match the
specific diameters of the
cavity nesters to protect the
nest from larger predators
like scrub jays.
These birdhouses are hung
from oaks and other trees to
mimic cavities that would

be found in nature. Volunteers record the number of nests, the number
of eggs, the number of
chicks and the number of
fledglings and report the
data to Audubon, which
then formats the data and
forwards it to Cornell
University’s Lab of Ornithology. There, scientists
study recovery patterns
across the U.S. And by
all accounts the project is

Brown Pelicans are ubiquitous along the Central Coast and are often seen flying along Pacific
Grove’s shoreline. Hunted near extinction for their feathers for ladies’ hats, Brown Pelicans are making a strong comeback. Here some young Brown Pelicans splash around at the mouth of the Carmel
River, just a stone’s throw from Pacific Grove. (Dennis L. Taylor)

seeing a lot of success as
the numbers have begun
to climb.
Moving on to the shoreline of Pacific Grove,
birdwatchers often gather
at Point Pinos to try and
spy migrating Pacific
Loons. These birds spend
summers in Alaska and
northern Canada and then
migrate down to the California coast during winter.
While not threatened,
their numbers had been in
decline because of ocean
pollution. Their numbers
are now stable, according
to Audubon.
Surf Scoters, Snowy
Plovers and Black
Oystercatchers are also
species that can delight
birdwatchers along the
Pacific Grove shore. The
Pacific coast population
of Western Snowy Plovers
has been in decline for
several years, due to a loss
of habitat and disturbances from development,

A Cooper’s Hawk (technically an Accipiter) waits patiently for
prey to come into sight. These hawks can be seen everywhere in
wooded areas in and around Pacific Grove. (Dennis L. Taylor)

recreation and other human
pressures. The Monterey
Audubon Society has a
special program to protect
snowy plovers, as well as
a separate program to monitor the Oystercatchers.
Monitoring Oystercatchers
are important because they
are and to be a particularly
sensitive indicator of the
overall health of the rocky
intertidal community.
Amanda Preece, a board

member of Monterey
Audubon, noted that Point
Pinos is the only place
“you can see 340 bird
species in a quarter-mile
stretch” of coastline. It
can be a place for bird
researchers as well as
providing a place for
collaboration for special
events with groups such as
the Pacific Grove Natural
History Museum and local
photography groups.

Pacific Grove approves outdoor seating
By Tess Kenny
The Pacific Grove City
Council voted unanimously to extend the city’s
parklet program by one
year, giving city staff time
to pursue a permanent
solution to outdoor seating
in the public right-of-way
by the time the current
temporary installments expire in 2023. Th ordinance
will allow outdoor dining
leniencies put in place for
the pandemic to continue
for another year. Pursuant
to addressing COVID-19,
the City Council adopted last year’s original
ordinance to clarify and
codify the scope and effect
of Pacific Grove’s parklet
program, which the city

put together at the start of
the pandemic nearly two
years ago.
The ordinance effectively suspends provisions of
Pacific Grove’s Municipal
Code related to sidewalks
and sidewalk dining, as
well as imposes standards consistent with the
city’s already established
parklet program. These
include the requirement of administrative
use, encroachment and
sidewalk/outdoor dining
permits, each offered
to applicants without
hearing or fee. Standards
likewise approved the
use of parking places for
curbside pick-up of takeout service for businesses
and restaurants.

“Basically, (the ordinance) just further
identified outdoor dining
for the council and for the
public,” explained Laurel
O’Halloran, associate
planner for Pacific Grove.
The ordinance preserves
the clarifying measure
until May 2023. The extension falls in line with
similar allowances made
recently by the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District. Last
month, the district opted
to extend its suspension
of water permit requirements for outdoor seating
that was first established
in May 2020. Pacific
Grove city staff say the
proposed ordinance parallels MPWMD’s actions

A parklet in front of Aliotti’s Victorian Corner in Pacific Grove, one of the restaurants that benefited
from being open for outdoor dining. (Courtesy Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce - file)

for a year.
To date, there are 11
parklets – each granted
two parking spaces –
installed within Pacific
Grove, according to city
documents. Apart from
parklets, the city’s adjusted outdoor dining rules
also authorize sidewalk
dining, outdoor dining on
private property, dining

food pick-up and tents on
private property.
Through the pandemic,
these installations became
a staple of Pacific Grove’s
public right of way, like
other localities across the
country as COVID-19
threatened indoor dining.
With this in mind, the city’s
ordinance goes beyond
extending a short-term fix,

but rather creates a window
for a more durable program
to take shape. “This extension is a further response
to the pandemic emergency
that allows time for staff
to create and present a
comprehensive parklet and
outdoor dining program
for City Council review in
the Spring of 2023,” a city
staff report read.
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Illustrating Nature exhibit returns
By MOLLY GIBBS | mgibbs@montereyherald.com
“It’s not the same for the
students as it is when it’s
face to face and they can
see people’s faces light
up when they look at the
work,” said Ann Caudle,
director of the university’s
program.
The science illustration
program is a one-year,
master’s certificate
postgraduate program for
about 18 students. The
program moved from UC
Santa Cruz to CSUMB in
2009.
In the program, students
learn about different illustration techniques as well
as professional practices
that will help them launch
their careers – like how to
draw up a contract, design
business cards and network with other illustrator
professionals. Students
study for three terms, one
full fall semester and two
quarters in the spring, and
then go on to complete
a 10-week internship of
their choice.
“In everyday life, there

are so many things that
are actually science
illustrations,” said student
Nicole Kit. “Anything
that captures science and
delivers it in a visual
sense would be called
scientific illustration.”
Kit, who is from Hong
Kong and studied ecology
at university, said she
found her way to the
program at Monterey Bay
when she merged her love
for nature and science
with her passion for art.
She explained that art is
a great way to connect
people who may not have
access to nature – like her
friends and family back
home in Hong Kong – to
science and the outdoors.
“I think art is a great
way to connect people,
but also make people feel
connected to a cause,”
agreed student, Cady
DeLay. DeLay said she
saw scientific illustration
for the first time when
she was at SeaWorld.
Now she loves aquariums

Nicole Kit (left). Instagram @nicolekx. Cady DeLay (right). Instagram @cadydelay (Molly Gibbs – Monterey County Herald).

and dreams of one day
working at SeaWorld as
an illustrator.
They pointed out that
science illustration is a
great way to visualize a
complex theory in a more
accessible and understandable way. Sometimes photography can’t
grasp the necessary finite
details of a species that
researchers or illustrators
need to show.
“I think a lot of times
these topics are hard to
talk about, but if you turn
it into a piece of art, if
you turn it into a scientific illustration, not only is
the information easier to
digest, but it’s also easier
to approach that topic,”
DeLay explained.
Each student has
three illustration pieces
displayed in the show
and some sketchbook
work from their first two
terms in the program.
The program’s professors
picked the artwork for
each student, but students
were responsible for
framing their work and
preparing for the exhibit.
Each student was given a
task – some were responsible for labeling artwork,
others designed nametags or worked on the
exhibit’s online “virtual
sneak peek” and some
wrote articles to promote
the exhibit. Students
were also responsible for
pricing their work, which
is available for the public
to purchase at the show
and all proceeds go to the
artist.
“They learned part of
their training is actually
going through this experience,” Caudle explained.
“So, they came away

The Illustrating Nature exhibit will be available to see at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History
until June 11, 2022 (Molly Gibbs – Monterey County Herald)

with a lot of practical
experience in case they
do find themselves
doing other exhibits.
Everyone was thrilled.”
Caudle estimated that
around 300 people
attended the opening
reception, based on
past years’ numbers.
She said that the science illustration exhibit
is considered the most
well-attended show
that the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural
History has each year.
For DeLay, having
her artwork exhibited is
proof of her hard work
and affirms her ability
as a scientific illustrator.
“I think it’s the
moment where it
becomes real. We’ve
spent so much time
learning, practicing,
making these pieces.
It’s a certain amount of
gratification knowing
that you could do these
things, but to put them
up and see how people
react to it – it’s almost

like the moment where everything clicks and you go,
‘I made the right choice.
This is why I’m supposed
to be here, this is what I’m
supposed to be doing,’”
she said.
The opening reception
served as an opportunity
for the students to present
themselves as professionals entering the workforce.
But it was also a chance
for them to celebrate their
hard work together.
Kit described it as a “once
in a lifetime opportunity”
to celebrate with her cohort
– students who have come
from all around the world
and formed a bonded community within the program.

“I think that while
having class during
COVID-19 has definitely
been a struggle, the show
was kind of the perseverance through that,” DeLay agreed. “Being able
to see everyone in person
and everyone’s supporters
in person, it almost felt
magical.”
The exhibit will be
open at the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History until June 11. More
information and a “virtual
sneak peek” of some of
the work exhibited in
the show can be found
at https://www.pgmuseum.org/illustrating-nature-2022

The Illustrating Nature exhibit will be available to see at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History until June 11, 2022
(Molly Gibbs – Monterey County Herald)
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