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As a Christ-centered Lutheran institution, the
mission and work of Concordia University
Texas includes developing the whole person
— mind, heart, soul, and body. The University
infuses the value of caring for people in all of
its programs, ensuring that Concordia students
enter their workplaces and communities with
this value as a foundation for their vocations.
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ON THE COVER
Sickness and healing are never
seen in the Bible from a strictly
medical point of view, but rather in
terms of our relationship to God.
Because disease was not a part of
God's creative intent, Jesus came
to undo disease and establish a
new ordering, by redeeming us
by his blood and placing healing
and health at work in service of all
people. Following this example of
Jesus, Concordia trains nurses to
respond to God's calling in order to
help meet the health needs of the
world and people God has created.
PHOTO BY MATTHEW BROOKS

LEFT PHOTO
A CTX Nursing student puts his
skills into practice on a realistic
mannequin in Concordia's
simulation lab.
PHOTO BY JOSEPH SPITZ
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Meeting the Needs of Central Texas
Communities
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you." John 15:12
At Concordia University Texas, we follow Christ. And, as Christians, we are
called to embody and live out the compassionate love of Jesus. During His life,
Jesus demonstrated what it means to live in community with others — not only to
recognize the needs of our neighbors but also to act in love to meet their needs.
For nearly 100 years, Concordia has been deeply rooted in the Central Texas
community, and as the needs of our community have shifted, we have made
changes to meet those needs. In 2008, the University launched a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (BSN) program to train students to enter this in-demand field.
The success of the BSN led to the development of an Accelerated Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (ABSN) that made it possible for more students to complete a
BSN through a flexible, fast-paced program and enter the nursing field sooner.
The past two years have further highlighted the immense value of nurses
worldwide as they have worked on the frontlines of the global pandemic. The
nurses who graduated from Concordia's programs have been among the healthcare
providers serving individuals and families right here in Central Texas communities
and beyond.
I am excited to share that Concordia has expanded the ABSN program to the
Dallas-Fort Worth community, and you can read more about the expansion in this
issue. In Dallas and Austin, Concordia will continue to train students to become
nurses who serve their communities with critical thought, compassionate action,
and courageous leadership.
Thank you for how you continue to pour into our community and further our
mission. Together we are meeting the needs of our neighbors.
In Christ,
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ABOUT CONCORDIA

Concordia University Texas is a private,
coeducational, Christ-centered institution of
liberal arts and sciences, offering undergraduate
and graduate degrees. Concordia also provides
adult and online degree programs for part-time
and returning adult students. CTX is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges and is affiliated
with The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod.
ABOUT THE MAGAZINE

Dr. Donald Christian

PRESIDENT AND CEO
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The magazine is published by the Office of
University Communications. It is provided free
of charge. Please send comments, letters, or
story ideas to communications@concordia.edu.
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Concordia’s MBA program is one of a kind,
“
from the small class sizes to the relationships I
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get to build with my professors who have reallife industry experience. It has been a blessing
to be able to continue my education in the
place that has cultivated me into who I am. The
MBA program is actively preparing me for my
future by allowing me to grow in my leadership
skills and apply those to practical scenarios.”
ARRIYON PARKER, '21
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Life-Changing

51 2. 313 .4CTX

Education
EARN AN MBA THAT FITS YOUR LIFE
In today’s dynamic marketplace, organizations need leaders who
understand the complexities of running a successful business. From
learning international business principles to managing your workforce
through times of change, the skills you’ll develop with an MBA from
Concordia University Texas can position you for long-term success.

CO N TACT ADMISSIONS TODAY
admissions@concordia.edu
512.313.4CTX
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Concordia Brings Accelerated
Nursing Program to DFW Metroplex
to Meet Growing Nursing Demand
Cutting-Edge Simulation and Clinical Skills Labs Opened Spring 2022

PHOTOS BY ROBBIE GANTT AND AARON TURNER
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The Concordia Nursing students stand out, and it's not just because of their purple scrubs. The nursing program approaches
the profession through a faith lens, rooted in the truth that every human being is created in the image of God. With this
foundation, the Concordia's Nursing program prepares students to deliver high-quality care to individuals and their families
through compassionate action and courageous leadership, two qualities that are always in high demand.
The United States faces a critical shortage of registered nurses (RNs), further exacerbated by the pandemic. To meet this
demand, Concordia University Texas expanded its exemplary Nursing program.
Over the last decade, Concordia Nursing program has continually innovated to respond to the needs of the Greater Austin
community. Now, the University's commitment to innovation and collaboration has expanded to North Texas, launching its highly
successful Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) curriculum in Dallas for the Spring 2022. The program has dedicated
local faculty, a state-of-the-art teaching facility with clinical skills and simulation labs, and partnerships with local hospitals.
ABSN students can earn their degree in 16 months by leveraging any of their previous college credits even in their nonhealth related programs. The Dallas-Fort Worth expansion makes pursuing nursing even more accessible by offering night and
weekend hospital rotations.

Preparing More Nurses for the Workforce

Texas has a significant need for nurses, ranking second only to California
among states hardest hit by the nationwide nursing shortage, according to the
National Center for Health Workforce Analysis. By 2030, the number of unfilled
RN positions will swell to nearly 16,000, based on projections by the Texas
Center for Nursing Workforce Studies.
No one has felt that shortfall more than CTX nursing alumnus Jacob
Westrup, who graduated from Concordia’s nursing program in 2013 and started
working in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. “Over the last seven years, we have
never been completely staffed, and we're always in hiring mode,” said Westrup.
In 2019, he advanced to become a critical and intensive care manager
over 65 employees. Jacob also furthered his education, earning a Master of
Science in Nursing, Master of Business Administration, and critical care and
cardiac nursing.
He said, “I am grateful for
Concordia’s top-notch, individualized,
and small-group instruction that
allowed me to feel comfortable asking
questions. I developed competency
I am grateful for
from the start and the confidence to
put myself on track for success."
Concordia’s top-notch,
Fort Worth alumna and 2016 CTX
graduate Danielle Davis agrees that
individualized, and smallConcordia has made a positive move.
group instruction that allowed
“My Concordia nursing education
pushed me and challenged me to
me to feel comfortable asking
develop critical thinking and nursing
skills,” she said. “The brilliant faculty
questions. I developed
and small class sizes made for a
competency from the start
seamless transition from student to
practicing nurse. It also provided an
and the confidence to put
excellent foundation for me to move
forward in my profession.”
myself on track for success.
Davis graduated with her Doctor
of Nursing Practice, and she serves
JACOB WESTRUP, '13
as an adjunct faculty member for
Concordia's School of Nursing.

“

PHOTO BY STUDIO 3 PHOTOGRAPHY

For more information about the new ABSN program in Dallas-Fort Worth, visit concordia.edu/nursing.
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Q&A with Nursing Faculty
GIANNINA
LAWHON ('16)
Adjunct Nursing
Faculty

Giannina Lawhon is a 2016 alumna
of Concordia's Master of Science in
Nursing program, and she now helps
educate future nurses by serving as
an adjunct faculty member for the
Concordia Nursing program.
She shared a glimpse into the
program through the eyes of both an
alumna and educator.
What makes Concordia's nursing
program unique?
The program offers a quality
education beyond providing tools
to succeed as a registered nurse
(RN), providing students with the
support they need with empathy and
understanding, emphasizing the fact
that this profession requires great
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responsibility and care from day one.
We set high expectations, holding
students accountable for providing
patients and family members with the
best care.
In 2021, Registerednursing.org
ranked Concordia's nursing program
as one of the top 10 best programs in
Texas. Concordia's nursing program
has achieved a 95% or greater pass
rate on the NCLEX-RN exam, which
students take to become licensed
nurses.
How will the DFW site aid the
nationwide nursing shortage?
Opening Concordia's DFW
site has expanded nursing
school capacity in Dallas and the
surrounding areas, enabling more
individuals to become nurses.
How are Concordia students making a
difference in Central Texas?
Concordia's nursing students
practice their skills under faculty

supervision in local hospitals, and
the nursing staff in these healthcare
facilities greatly appreciate having
the students' help. I know of many
students providing excellent care to
patients as RNs who have repeatedly
expressed their gratitude for the
support they received in Concordia's
nursing school.
Why should alumni and donors
consider supporting Concordia's
nursing program?
Suppose my loved one or I have to be
in a healthcare facility. I would be very
comfortable with a nurse who graduated
from the Concordia Nursing Program.
Supporting the program enables
students to become RNs and care for
others, a core value of the University.

First Master
of Public
Health Class
Graduates
The public health profession is
growing rapidly as more people seek
to advance and safeguard the health
and wellness of people in their
communities. Concordia University
Texas launched the Master of
Public Health program in 2020 to
respond to the need for a graduate
program that prepares public health
professionals to lead with critical
thought and compassionate action.
The fully online degree can
be completed in just 16 months,
getting professionals into the field
sooner. Concordia's program equips
students with the knowledge and
skills to improve public health
through effective business practices
and policies.

DR. GLENDENE
LEMARDMARLOW
MPH Director

The marketplace for
“
professionals in public
health is competitive,
and a master's degree is
a strong asset to have.
Concordia is very attentive
to student needs, which
helps our MPH graduates
stand out."

p

Inaugural MPH Graduating Class, December 2021: (left to right) Anita Schwartz, Natasha Pelayo, Lena Muñiz,

Hannah Winkler, and Giovanna Alanis-Vega

MPH Graduate

Q&A

We congratulate the first graduate
class of the MPH program, including
Sarfaraz Ahmad, Giovanna "Gio"
Alanis-Vega, Selena "Lena" Muniz,
Natasha Pelayo, Anita Schwartz, and
Hannah Winkler.
Members of the inaugural
graduating class shared how
Concordia's MPH program has
impacted their careers.
What have you loved most about your
journey through the MPH program?
Winkler: I'm so happy that the CTX
MPH program is rooted in ethics and
social justice. Every single course
I took emphasized public health's
role in health equity and making the
world a better place for marginalized
populations.
How did CTX prepare you for your
future career?
Alanis-Vega: My future career plans are
to work at a nonprofit, and my time
at CTX has taught me the importance
and the direct impact that nonprofits
have toward making communities
healthy, happy, and stronger. It has
also helped me learn the type of
community leader I hope to be.
What should others know about the
Concordia MPH program?
Muniz: What people should know

about this program is that you
will learn how globalization has
significantly impacted the healthcare
field. You will learn so much
information in a relatively short
amount of time and have a better
understanding of the things we hear
as we continue to live through this
pandemic.
How did CTX prepare you for a successful
internship with Austin Smiles*?
Pelayo: CTX prepared me by giving me
the tools and support I needed to go
out into the world and apply what I've
learned. The focus on ethics and social
justice of CTX's MPH program gave me
a strong foundation to understand how
to advocate for the unique needs of
every individual.
During my time at Austin Smiles,
I had the wonderful opportunity
to explore and experience many
different areas of public health
and put my learning into practice.
In my role as an intern, I gained
experience in nonprofit fundraising
and community engagement, and for
my main overarching project, I was
tasked with developing populationbased public health programming
that will assist Austin Smiles in an
exciting development that is currently
in the works.
*Austin Smiles is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to provide sustainable surgical care to
children born with cleft lip and cleft palate both
in Central Teaxas and Latin America.

Learn more about the Master of Public Health Program by visiting concordia.edu./publichealth.
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Mathematics
and Mission
Like all programs at Concordia, the Mathematics program emphasizes the
development of critical thinking in students, a skill that is applicable to every role
in every industry.
The mathematics courses are aligned with the Lutheran learning model, a
framework for learning rooted in the Lutheran tradition that engages in critical
thinking about the complexity of the world and focuses on vocation — the idea
that each of us is uniquely called to different spheres of influence. This learning
approach enables students to not only absorb knowledge but also understand how
the things they learn will support them in their lives and careers.

uQ:

How does mathematics
contribute to Concordia's
efforts to challenge students
to think critically?
The ultimate goal of Concordia's
Mathematics program is to teach
students how to read, understand,
think through, and solve problems —
in other words, to think critically.
Whether they're math majors
or not, all students develop these
competencies in their math courses.
I can think of no better skills to equip
students with than solving problems
and communicating the solutions
effectively.
DR. ERIC STARON
Associate Professor of Mathematics,
School of Natural and Applied Sciences
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uQ: How do mathematics

courses at Concordia support
the mission of the University
and shape the future
workforce?
Math is a discipline that serves
as the foundation of every industry.
It's relevant to any role a graduate
may hold, either directly or
indirectly. Hence, the Mathematics
Department presents every student
with opportunities to explore how
foundational mathematical knowledge
impacts their unique career path. For
example, in the Math for Teachers
course, students examine the course
content with the learning needs of
their future students at the forefront.
CHRISTINA HAMILTON
Assistant Professor of Mathematics,
School of Natural and Applied Sciences

MATHEMATICS STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

Robert Ballman (‘22)
During his time at Concordia
University Texas, Mathematics major
Robert Ballman has worked closely
with Dr. Eric Staron to accomplish an
incredible feat. After almost 200 hours
of studying, Ballman is the first student
in Concordia’s history to pass the Exam
Financial Mathematics or Exam FM.
With Staron’s guidance in actuarial
science and teachings in his Theories
of Interest course, Ballman felt
confident to take on the challenging
and extensive Exam FM. Ballman says
that Staron’s connections helped him
meet other students in Austin with
similar interests.
“Dr. Staron got me into a case
competition at the University of Texas.
He set me up and get me on a team
with other juniors and a freshman.
We created a report that assesses how
dangerous locations are based on
current hurricane data.”
Actuarial science as a marriage
between mathematics and data
analysis. Actuarial Scientists typically
work for insurance companies to set
premium prices, determine risk, and
ensure that investments are completed
safely.
Upon graduation in December
2022, Ballman hopes to work for an
employer that will support his interests
in actuarial science and future exams,
which can be anywhere from 8-10
exams. Congratulations to Robert on
his incredible accomplishment!

CONCORDIA

Dr. Don Christian Awarded
CEO of the Year
Concordia University Texas President and CEO, Dr. Don
Christian, received the Austin Chamber of Commerce’s
2021 CEO of the Year Award during the Greater Austin
Business Awards on December 7, 2021.
Every year, the Austin Chamber of Commerce honors
excellence in business achievement and community
contributions that make the Central Texas region a better
place to live and work.
Concordia's engagement with the Chamber has grown
over many years. Dr. Christian currently serves as a
member of the Chamber's Board.

GET SOCIAL
@ CTX
Keep up with the latest
news and happenings
at Concordia University
Texas. Follow us on your
favorite social media
platform. Use #CTXsocial
to stay connected.

& commu n ity

FACEBOOK

facebook.com/concordiatx
INSTAGRAM

@concordiatx
LINKEDIN

Concordia University Texas
TIKTOK

@concordiatx
TWITTER

@concordiatx
YOUTUBE

Concordia University Texas

Prepare the Next
Generation of Nurses
Join the Concordia University TexaS
Nursing Adjunct Faculty
At Concordia, you can take your passion for
helping others into the classroom and multiply
your impact by training nursing students that
will serve their communities with compassion
and courage.

Learn about how you can become a member
of the Nursing Program adjunct faculty.
concordia.edu/jobs
SUMMER 2 0 2 1
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Community
Universities thrive when community leaders
bring their talent, passion, expertise, and
networks to engage in creating meaningful
opportunities for students. Concordia is
committed to forming collaborative partnerships
that support student success.
PHOTOS BY ROBBIE GANTT AND AARON TURNER

ADVISORY BOARD OPPORTUNITIES








Alumni Council
Business
College of Education
College of Health Sciences
Communication
Leadership
Marketing

More boards are forming this summer. Join a group of
exceptional leaders creating opportunities for students.
Get involved with the concordia advisory board network.
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JOIN AN ADVISORY BOARD

CONTACT:
Kristin Coulter
Vice President, Strategic Partnerships
kristin.coulter@Concordia.edu
512.313.4607
advisorynetwork@concordia.edu
   @concordiatx #CTXadvisory

LIVE.

LEARN. LEAD.
CONCORDIA U NIVERSITY TEXAS

REGENTS HALL OPENING FALL 2022
Concordia University Texas provides a scenic and peaceful place to live, just minutes away from
Austin city life. With its modern look and feel, Regents Hall offers several amenities for residential
and non-residential students, such as large lounges and common areas, a game space, study
and reflection rooms, a fully equipped community kitchen, an outdoor amphitheater, and more.
CON CORD IA . E D U
SPRING 2022
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identity

CAMPUS PASTOR INTRODUCTION
Rev. Jacob Boessling and his family accepted the call for him to serve as
Concordia's Campus Pastor and Director of Campus Ministry. Before joining
CTX, Boessling served as the pastor of the East Mesa campus of Christ Greenfield
Church in Arizona.

For Inspiration
A Gift You Can Share
by PASTOR J AKE BOESS L ING
Campus Pastor & Director of Campus Ministry

You are unique! And that is a gift to
others.
My son Benjamin recently
graduated from Pre-K. Picture this
scene. Twenty tiny children, all
dressed in green robes and black hats,
singing a song to their parents:
I am unique. I’m like nobody else. God
made me very special. I am myself.
New friends, you can sing that song
too.
I remember when I was a child
sitting in church these distinct lyrics
pouring over my soul from the hymn,
“Earth and All Stars”:
Classroom and labs, loud boiling test
tubes, sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band, loud cheering
people, sing to the Lord a new song!
These lines still resonate with me
today.
David Johnson, the composer of this
hymn, captured the essence of God’s
14
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design for all humanity. God created us
uniquely in His image, with uniquely
inspired gifts, talents, passions, and
personalities. Paul The Apostle tells us
he picked out these unique gifts before
the creation of time (Ephesians 2:10).
God desires for us to use our unique
gifts in our lifetime to show others how
much He loves the world. And as we
recognize this power, we can sing for
joy a new song in gratitude to God.
You are unique! And that is a gift to
others.
Whether you’re an athlete or
teacher, maintenance worker or
manager, you were made with a
mission. God’s mission is not just
for some to participate but for all His
children to be on His team. Nobody
gets cut, thrown out, or benched. All of
us get to be on His mission with Him.
And that includes you.
That mission includes us sharing

the love of Jesus with others through
our vocations.
In 2022, may we who struggle with
our anxious thoughts, worried hearts,
and fearful apathy re-dedicate our lives
to God’s mission through our vocation?
God is using you right where you are
in your job or role as mother, father,
son, daughter, grandparent, caregiver,
or counselor to be a living sacrifice of
unconditional love to someone who
needs it most. And it will pay off in
God’s great design for you.
The chorus of the hymn I
mentioned before captures what can
happen when each of us fully lives our
unique vocations:
He has done marvelous things. I, too,
will praise him with a new song!
God is doing marvelous things
through all of us. You are unique! And
that is a gift to others.

SPRING 2022
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A Christian
“
education in the
medical field… you
can’t top that.”
CAROLYN MOERBE
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DONOR

Meet Ed
& Carolyn
Moerbe
Investing in ChristCentered Health Care
Education
It all started with Immanuel
Rudi, Carolyn's grandfather. Rudi, a
passionate educator and well known
within the Wendish community,
always advocated for teachers and
teacher education, especially in
Texas. Carolyn remembers her
grandfather frequently speaking about
the need for a Lutheran teacher's
school. Using his connections, Rudi
spearheaded the effort and became a
leading spokesperson in establishing
Concordia College in Austin, Texas,
prior to its opening in 1926.
Ed Moerbe learned about Concordia
when he was asked to assist the
Board of Regents in finding a new
president to lead the University in
2001. Soon after that he was asked to
serve on the Board of Regents, during
which time Concordia transitioned
from its historic campus on I-35 to
its new location in Northwest Austin.
His involvement with the transition
was when he realized Concordia's
tremendous impact on its students
and the community.
Current President and CEO Dr. Don
Christian had this to say about the
Moerbe’s: “Ed and Carolyn are some of
the most faithful people I know. Their
love for their Lord Jesus, their love for
the Lutheran church, and their love for
Concordia go deep and is reflected in
everything they do. They have always
been an inspiration to me through
their stories, their prayers, and their
ongoing contributions to Concordia.”

h ig h lig hts

During that process, what I learned was the deep
“
sense of spiritual character and sense of calling for
Christian education that not only the faculty and staff
had, but the fellow Board of Regents.”
ED MOERBE

Ed and Carolyn Moerbe understand
the need for Christian nurses in the
field. Education, in general, is both
critical and engrained in Ed and
Carolyn's family history and is what
fueled them to provide scholarships
to Concordia nursing students. In
addition, three of the couple's five
granddaughters are active nurses
today.
"All of our granddaughters love
sharing the Gospel. What better way
is there to do that than as a nurse?
Nurses have so much contact with
people to proclaim the Gospel. We
couldn't imagine being in the medical
field and not having some faith or trust
in God." - Ed & Carolyn Moerbe

The world needs more nurses—nurses
trained through a Christ-centered
education.

What difference do you hope to
make in the lives of students?
To help provide high-quality Christianbased education and training for
exceptional students who may not be
able to afford to come here without
financial assistance.

Join Carolyn and Ed Moerbe in helping
more students achieve the dream of
higher education by giving to Concordia
University Texas.
Email: giving@concordia.edu

Why Concordia?

CAROLYN: My maternal grandfather
Immanuel Rudi had to go to Illinois
to be trained in Lutheran education.
He always spoke of the need to have a
Lutheran Teachers College in Texas.
He spearheaded the effort and became
a leading spokesman to establish
Concordia College here in Austin.
ED: During the presidential search
I participated in, I became aware of
the deep sense of calling the Board
of Regents, faculty, and staff felt for
Christian education.

Why did you decide to create a
nursing endowment at Concordia
University Texas?

A Prayer for
Healthcare Workers
Father, we are grateful
“
for all those who
serve in the vocation
of helper. Jesus, give
reassurance of your
grace to our healthcare
workers. And Holy
Spirit, protect them
as they put their lives
in harm’s way to save
others. In Jesus Name,
Amen."

SPRING 2022
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Legacy Stories

DR DONALD “DON” ZIELKE
(Aug. 8, 1938 - Aug. 10, 2021) taught
mathematics for more than 50 years
at Concordia University Texas. During
his time at Concordia, Zielke made
a meaningful difference in students'
lives and contributed to the university's
long-term sustainability through his
philanthropic support.
He began his vocation in Lutheran
education as a mathematics teacher
at Long Island Lutheran High School.
Don, his wife, Dorothy, and their
family moved to Austin, and in July
1967, he joined Concordia, then called
Concordia Lutheran College, as a
mathematics educator, loyally serving
the institution for 54 years.
Amid all the changes Don saw — a
rapidly growing student population,
new programs, and moving campuses
— one thing remained consistent — his
commitment to be a faithful Christian
witness while helping students develop
their God-given potential.
He had a particular passion for
teaching pre-service educators how
to teach mathematics effectively at
the elementary and secondary school
levels. He kept all of his grade books
throughout his tenure, and they serve
as a visual testament to the impact God
made through him on the lives of the
students he taught.
18
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“At my new student orientation at
Concordia as a student in 1992, there was
a question about whether I was required
to take a Math class and I was directed
to go find Dr. Zielke to talk to him about
it. I’ll never forget his response: 'No you
aren’t required to take Calculus, but I
don’t know why you wouldn’t want to!'
He was right and I took the class – and
I was privileged to watch his passion
and enthusiasm for math, for learning,
for Concordia and, most importantly,
for students over the next 25+ years.
He embodied so much of the Concordia
spirit, faithfully and joyfully serving his
students and colleagues in the various
administrative role he was called upon
to serve in. Most importantly in the
classroom, he shared the love of Jesus –
and the love of math – with generations
of Concordia students. I was blessed to be
his student and colleague."
Dr. Kristi Kirk - Provost & Executive VP

“He was a leader in his field, not just
teaching math but also math education.
He impacted so many of us as future
classroom teachers and embodied what
it was to be a Lutheran educator and
servant-leader. We always said that he
was the smartest man we knew, and he
was also the kindest and most sincere. His
impact on me now as a math teacher can't
be put into words. My sincerest thanks to
his family for sharing him with all of us.
Well done, good and faithful servant."
Christy Lee Spiegel

“What an amazing man of God. He
was a phenomenal teacher who helped
people understand math like never
before. His patience and compassion for
his students had no end. He has left a
beautiful legacy, and I am so blessed to
have been his student."
Amber Maroney Schraeder

DR. HOWARD LACEY
(Sept. 1, 1936 - Sept. 18, 2021) lived out
his vocation in multiple ways, including
as an educator and leader at Concordia
University Texas from 1985 to 2004.
Howard married his wife, Jeanette,
in 1959, and although they lived in
multiple cities, they always remained
active in the Lutheran Church. Howard
served as a Captain in the U.S. Naval
Reserve Supply Corps for 31 years, an
employee of various companies like
Ford Motor Company and Rockwell
International, and owner and operator
of a True Value Hardware Feed and Farm
Supply store.
He brought his wealth of experience into
the classroom when he began teaching
at Concordia University Texas. He
attained the rank of professor, became
the Dean of the School of Business,
and was awarded the prestigious Dean
Emeritus by the University for his
impact on students.
His commitment to the Concordia went
beyond the classroom. Howard was a
faithful donor whose gifts helped ensure
more students could experience Christcentered higher education. His students
remember him as a man of faith,
discipline, strength, and joy.

L EG ACY

“Because of Howard’s influence
and insistence, I came to
Concordia in 2005 to take over
from him as the Dean of the
College of Business. I am forever
grateful for Howard’s impact on
the program, on myself, and on
Concordia."

“Spent many nights at SPJST
dancing to his music. He was an
incredible man, gifted with many
talents. He will be missed but is at
home with his savior."
Lanny Moore

Dr. Donald Christian, President & CEO

“Dr. Lacey was easily one of my
favorite professors. I always
remember his practical teachings
and his unwavering belief of
how to be a Christian in the
workplace."
Kasi Hobratschk Culwell

“Professor Lacey was amazing.
He was a great teacher and
friend. He made my days at
Concordia and taught almost all
of my business classes."
Kenny Conley

"Thank you for all the lessons you
taught me. I think of them often."
V'Ann Luedke Giuffre

stories

FREDERICK "FRED" FRIELING JR .
(Aug. 3, 1941 - Sept. 24, 2021)
discovered his passion for music as a
student at Concordia ('59, '61). After
earning an education degree from
Southwest Texas State University to
become a football coach, he chose to
pursue music instead.
Assuming the stage name Jess
DeMaine, he played various venues and
recorded for local radio. After moving
to Nashville, Fred had a motorcycle
accident that paralyzed him from the
waist down. While recuperating in
Lubbock, Texas, he wrote "Love Comes
From the Other Side of Town," a hit
song that George Strait recorded and
released in 1984.
He then moved to Austin, launched
the Songwriters Studio, and began
working at Concordia in the dining
hall and woodworking. He also joined
the Oakwilt Boys, a musical group
composed of Concordia staff members
who performed across Texas. In 2005,
he was inducted into the Texas Western
Swing Hall of Fame.
Fred became a beloved member of the
Concordia community and ministered
to others through his music. He viewed
his paralysis as a blessing because God
used it to help him witness to others.

“My life was enriched by you. I
enjoyed writing songs with you so
many years ago. Run free in heaven,
my friend."
Liz Alyea Brooks

“A great man. Always had a kind
word. Rest in peace."
Tanya Klages

“Terry loved working with him
and Fred sang beautifully at our
wedding. Prayers for his family and
friends during this time.” Courtney
Rawe

“Fred was such a dear part of our
community. He approached every
day a both a gift from God and
an opportunity to share his faith.
Whether it was in the maintenance
shop as our carpenter and allaround woodworker, at the piano
singing with The Oak Wilt Boys, or
around the lunch table on Chicken
Fridays, Fred brought joy, service
and a heart for the Lord to the entire
CTX community."
Dan Gregory, VP Administration
The following stories and messages were
pulled from the Concordia University Texas
Alumni Facebook page, @ctxalumni.
SPRING 2022
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Make Your Gift!
Yes, you can support the mission of Concordia University Texas.
Let us help you meet your philanthropic goal and plan your generosity.

SC H O LA RSH I PS

CLA SS ES

M I SSI O N
D E V E LO PM E N T

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT

Ways to Support the Mission of
Concordia University Texas:
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