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A new
heart was
Joseph’s
winning
save.
Thanks to
Montefiore-Einstein,
he’s victorious.
Joseph didn’t just need a new heart right
away, he needed a hospital that could
perform a bloodless transplant. He was
referred to Montefiore-Einstein, the only
hospital within 800 miles that could save
his life.
See Joseph’s story at montefiore.org/joseph
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Become a living organ donor with
a national leader in transplant.
See Rebecca and Chris’s story at
liveandletlive.com/rebecca
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Results too good to hide.
No w o pen in Rye Bro o k.
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NOW OPEN
DISCOVER LUXURY SENIOR LIVING

SCHEDULE A TOUR OF OUR COMMUNITY TODAY!
150 Bloomingdale Road | White Plains
Explore Waterstone of Westchester, a senior
living community that takes the idea of home
to a new level. Offering engaging programs,
luxurious amenities and brand-new,
beautifully appointed apartments, Waterstone
of Westchester is the very best in curated
elegance and style.

Everything you need to live the life you
desire is here, including on-site care provided
by our partners, VNS Westchester. Get
personalized support, care consultation
and daily planning, medication management,
routine wellness visits and more – all tailored
to your needs and schedule.

DiscoverWaterstoneWestchester.com | 914.719.7139
Independent Living I Supportive Care Services by VNS Westchester
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Find the best medical professionals
near you in the all-new Westchester
Doctor & Dentist Directories

Our doctor and dentist directories contain some of the best medical professionals in
Westchester county as chosen by their peers. Search by ailment or disorder, by specialty,
health insurance, or location. It’s the only place to find everything near you.

Check it out at westchestermagazine.com.
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Your
Enchanted
Retreat Awaits.

Located in a century-old former convent, The Abbey Inn & Spa emerges wholly renovated and
re-imagined as Hudson Valley's premier retreat for todays modern travelers.
Perched high atop historic Fort Hill and overlooking the Hudson River and the Highlands,
The Abbey Inn & Spa features unique guest rooms and suites with sweeping views, exquisite
private event spaces, a full-service spa, and Apropos farm to table restaurant and bar and
so much more.
The Abbey Inn & Spa is the ideal venue for celebrating all of life's meaningful moments in
Northern Westchester and the lower Hudson River Valley.
Quite simply, nothing compares.
www.theabbeyinn.com | 900 Fort Hill Road, Peekskill, NY | 914.736.1200 | @abbeyinnandspa
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Like anything that’s scary,
when you see something for what it
is, you can put it into a context.
I think that is what people
connect with.

“
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Then, I went through a really
dark period. I needed to get help.

“
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The best breed of dog for those
who are away from home a lot is
called… a cat.

”
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At Rothman Orthopaedics, we are exceptionally
specialized. We not only specialize in orthopaedics,
each of our physicians only focuses on one area of
the body. Which means you can have the confidence
that you can get past pain and be what you were.

RothmanNY.com | 866.971.3369
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO WESTCHESTER’S
HEALTHCARE HEROES
We celebrate all those who have
gone above and beyond to heal and
relieve the suffering of others.

Including our very own

JAMES DWYER, MD

Chair of Emergency Medicine
Northern Westchester Hospital

STACEY DAVIS, BSN, RN
Assistant Nurse Manager,
Patient Care Services
Northern Westchester Hospital

Dr. Dwyer and Ms. Davis have worked to raise
health for all those who live in Westchester and
its surrounding communities. We congratulate
them for being recognized among Westchester
Magazine’s Healthcare Heroes. We applaud all
of this year’s honorees for the important
contributions they have made.
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At Howard Hanna | Rand Realty you get the best of both
worlds, the innovation of the nation’s largest family-owned
broker with the local commitment of a family-run business.
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editor’s memo

Goin’ to the Dogs
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hen it comes to certain topics,
there are no gray areas; the lines
are clearly drawn. Some, for example, put “sauce” on pasta, while others call
it “gravy” (the latter are just so wrong, BTW).
There are Seinfeld people, and there are
Friends people (Seinfeld, of course); then,
there are fans of natural Christmas trees vs.
artificial-tree advocates (when is something
fake ever better?). Another, ahem, rabid cultural divide occurs between pet people and
non-pet people. However, the pet folks seem
to be taking over, with 70% of U.S. households claiming to own a pet, up from 56% in
1988, when the initial survey was conducted,
and 67% in 2019.*
It should come as no surprise that
“man’s best friend” is the most popular type
of pet and thus the focus of our feature
called — what else? “Here, Doggy!” (page
64), by associate editors Cristiana Caruso
and Michelle Gillan Larkin. The magazine
staff roughly matches the national numbers,
with a preponderance of woofmaniacs and
barkaphiles, including Michelle, who is a
more recent convert to the wonders of canine
companionship. “I never had a dog — never
particularly cared for them or animals, for
that matter, partly due to allergies — until
getting Marcus, my three-and-a-half-yearold Cavapoo. I see what I’ve been missing
and why dog lovers are so crazy for them.
They simply aim to please and bring joy,
and your heart just melts over anything that
wants to do that for you.”
Marketing director Jen D’Ambrosio
couldn’t agree more. She is the proud mama
of pandemic-puppy-rescue Leon, a German
shorthaired pointer mix. “Somehow, a kiss
from a dog or them putting their head on
your lap can bring a smile to your face even
when you’re in a terrible mood.”
Ana Medina Mantini, associate publisher, multimedia sales & marketing, says her
goldendoodle, Coby, is “pure love and devotion. My son Luke, who is at college, misses
Coby more than he does us!” She texts Luke
videos of Coby’s antics throughout the week.

Lucy, a 4-year-old beagle, has brought
much joy to publisher Sam Wender’s
family. “Lucy is the center of the universe
at home,” says Sam. “Everything revolves
around what cute thing Lucy is doing.
She was a research rescue dog and quickly
adapted to being around people and not
in a laboratory cage. Despite the beagle
stereotype, she really doesn’t howl but does
have a keen sense of smell.”
Marketing and events associate Tiffany
Masotti misses her American foxhound,
Rocky. “He gave me 16 amazing years of love
and companionship. I’ll never forget how
athletic and energetic he was, even in old
age, and how he resembled a racehorse when
he ran around our property, as well as his
love and loyalty to our family.”
Associate editor Cristiana Caruso has
two large dogs, whose quirky natures make
them doubly endearing. Duke the Newfoundland is genetically a water dog, with
moisture-resistant fur and webbed toes.
“His number-one fear,” says Cristiana, “is…
water! Specifically, a one-and-a-half-footdeep kiddie pool.” Her German shepherd,
Swisher (for ex-Yankee Nick Swisher), is
afraid of spray butter — and not for the
reasons one should fear it. “Their mutual
and unrelenting love is with their tacky
Christmas sweaters.”
Enjoy the rest of the issue, including
our ninth annual “Healthcare Heroes”
feature (page 54), the nomination-based
awards where you’ll meet some of our
county’s most impressive doctors, nurses,
administrators, and others who went above
and beyond to make the county a healthier
place. There’s also the 21st edition of our
annual Golf Guide (page 97), in which
writer and golf aficionado Dave Donelson
gives you motivation to dust off the clubs
and play one of Westchester’s many beautiful courses.
Happy Mother’s Day and Memorial Day!
And to you non-pet people: If you’re
still not sold on the virtue of dogs, it’s okay.
Plenty of tropical fish need a good home too!

TURIANO PHOTO BY TOSHI TASAKI; DOG PHOTOS COURTESY OF STAFF

.

John Bruno Turiano
Editor

*ACCORDING TO THE 2021-2022 NATIONAL PET OWNERS SURVEY CONDUCTED BY THE AMERICAN PET PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (APPA).
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Advanced Cardiac Care at White Plains Hospital.
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Sweet Pickings

Scoop It Up

A Meal for Mom

As the weather warms up, skip the grocery
store and head to a nearby farm for a
homegrown U-pick haul.

It’s getting hot in the 914, so cool down
with a scrumptious cup (or cone) of ice
cream this season.

You know Mom deserves it, so treat her
to an unforgettable meal at one of these
Westchester restaurants.

westchestermagazine.com/upick

westchestermagazine.com/icecream

westchestermagazine.com/mothersday

Stay informed
with our blogs:

Eat. Drink. Post.

➻

Read our award-winning blog
on all things culinary.

Partner Content

Health & Wellness
Be summer-ready — make sure
yours is happy & healthy!
westchestermagazine.com/health-wellness

Home & Property
Get Westchester’s latest homedesign and landscaping trends,
as well as real estate news.

914INComing
Follow the latest in
Westchester’s ever-changing
business world.

Join the conversation:
instagram.com/westchestermagazine
@westchestermag
twitter.com/westchestermag
facebook.com/westchestermagazine

Go to our home page to subscribe to
our newsletter, Westchester Today
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HENRI DAUSSI

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 5PM
130 BUSINESS PARK DR, 2ND FLOOR, ARMONK, NY
877.273.8383 | INFO@HENRIDAUSSI.COM
WWW.HENRIDAUSSI.COM
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MAKE YOUR ROOM

remarkable

sound off
Join the Conversation
Tweet @WestchesterMag, comment on a post on
Facebook or Instagram @WestchesterMagazine,
or email us at edit@westchestermagazine.com.

Regarding our article “Public High
Schools: The Official Ranking”
[Feature, March]:
Sadly, but unsurprisingly, the key denominator is not class size, student-toteacher ratio, student-to-counselor ratio,
or student to AP/IB courses ratio. It’s
median household income. The average
median income in the top 10 is 200%
higher than the average median income
in the bottom 10. Next year, it would be
great to see a thoughtful narrative on
how underfunded schools are making
up for this institutional barrier, instead
of a snapshot that simply underlines the
injustice most American families face in
navigating the education process.
—Todd Dorman, Tarrytown

Editor’s Note:

HOM E F U R NI SHI NG S • KI D
DS
S ’ RO O MS • L I G H T I N G
WI N DO W TR E ATM E NTS • R U G S • ART • D ECO R • MAT T RES S ES
C OM P L I M E NTA RY DES I G N S ERV I CE

230 RTE 117 BYPASS ROAD
BEDFORD HILLS, NY 10507
914.241.7000
COUNTRYWILLOW.COM

Westchester’s Premier Coin,
Currency, Gold & Diamond Buyer
MOUNT KISCO GOLD & SILVER
Neil S. Berman

• Over 50 years of trusted experience and knowledge.
• Sell us your Gold & Silver, Estate Jewelry,
Diamonds and Watches.
• Monetize your Coin and Currency Collection.
• Highest prices paid.
• Written Appraisels for Estates.
VISIT US AT:
Mt. Kisco Gold & Silver Inc.
139 E. Main St, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Call us to schedule an appointment

HOURS:
Tues - Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10 am - 4 pm;
(Closed Sun / Mon)

www.bermanbuyscollectables.com • 914-244-9500

We couldn’t agree with you more, Todd.
As evidence I offer our Education Issue
from March of last year, in which the
lead story was titled “5 Districts Creating
Opportunity” — a feature devoted
exclusively to showcasing the heroic efforts in Westchester County public school
districts that to us and many others don’t
get nearly enough attention and, yes,
respect. Also, it may please you to know
that median household income has never
been a factor in determining rankings of
the schools. It is there only as a demographic reference point that people new
to the area or contemplating moving here
have expressed an interest in knowing.
In fact, we scrupulously designate the
data that do factor in the rankings, both
with a graphical symbol at the top of each
relevant column (eight, to be exact) and
in the accompanying methodology section
that we run with the results every year.

Regarding our article “Amazing
Teachers” [Cover, March]:
I am overwhelmed by the beautiful
article. I am truly humbled to be in such
spectacular company and grateful that
Cristiana [Caruso, associate editor]
included me.
—Rosemary Rossi Clarizio,
Mount Vernon

Regarding our article “A Hero from
New Rochelle” [Back Talk, March]:
I just completed reading the excellent story
of the heroic fellow from New Rochelle
who saved an injured Bob Dole in WWII,
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Shuttercraft Inc
Madison CTInc
Shuttercraft
Shuttercraft Inc

sound off

Madison, CT
Madison CT

written by Phil Reisman, my favorite former
columnist at The Journal News, back in the
day when that newspaper was worth the paper it was written on. I’m glad to see Phil has
found a home with Westchester Magazine.
—George F. Calvi,
Retired Village Manager of Ardsley

Regarding our magazine:

Relax and Renew
A day spa offering the latest
advances in skincare treatments
and specializing
in customized facials

Hard-to-Find
Hard-to-Find
Hard-to-Find
Traditional
Traditional
Bifold Louvers
Traditional
Bifold
Louvers

SERVICES OFFERED
Facials
Massage
Laser Hair Removal
Micro Current
Dermaplaning
Lashes & Brows
Owner Dominique Fumarelli

Bifold Louvers

Recently I’ve noticed that Westchester
Magazine has a more updated, fresh
“look.” But I feel that the articles are repetitive and stale. How many more times
can we read about restaurants, school
districts, towns to live in, top doctors,
and lawyers? Readers might appreciate
more profiles of outstanding women and
minorities, charitable organizations, history of cultural and natural sites, featuring towns by their historical significance,
and different recreational opportunities. I
hope that Westchester Magazine continues
to have its more clean, fresh, look, with
more substance.
—SuAnn Dorfman, Pound Ridge

Regarding our article “Judge & Jury”
[First Things First, April]:
I just read the interview with Jeanine
Pirro. A more narcissistic a**hole you
couldn’t find. And yet there she is on your
pages, thinking she is really important.
Puh-leeze!
—Ann Johansmeyer, Southbury CT
FROM SOCIAL MEDIA:

Regarding our online article “Over 100
Rescue Dogs Flew Into White Plains
Airport to Find New Homes”:
The Sato Project [is] amazing! Highly
recommend them for anyone looking to
adopt a new family member.
—Kavita Kohli

Better than illegals being flown in here to
find new homes. Keep the dogs coming.

15%off
for new
clients

Winner of BEST
DiamondGlow Facial 2021
by Westchester Magazine

Real
Real Wood
Wood Shutters
Shutters
Make All The
Make All The
Difference!

Difference!

(203)
(203) 245-2608
245-2608
Realshuttercraft.com
Wood Shutters
shuttercraft.com
Make All The
Difference!

2021

300 Main Street
Eastchester, NY
914-202-8839
www.skinandlaserlounge.com

BTW

—Eric Paulson

In our trivia quiz “How Westchester Are
You?” [Feature, February], we stated that
Pace University is Westchester’s oldest
college, but it is actually Manhattanville
College, which was founded in 1841 and
came to Westchester in 1952, 11 years
before Pace did.
The opinions and statements expressed herein
represent those of the submitters alone and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Westchester
Magazine’s publishers and editors. Selected
material may be edited for space and clarity but
is not vetted for factual accuracy. Anonymous
submissions will not be considered.
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AGING WITH ARCHCARE.
Let our team help you.

Call the team today (855)-951-CARE(TTY:711)

3304 Waterbury Avenue Bronx, NY

www.archcare.org

CMS Five Star Quality Rating System dated 11/01/21. Star Ratings are calculated monthly and are subject to change from one month to the next.
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REA L ESTATE
BROKERAGE
N O R T H O F N YC

SC A N TO D I SCOV E R W H Y
W E ’ R E T H E A R E A’ S H O M E F O R R E A L E S TAT E
T I M E E M P O W E R S U S.CO M
Source: OKMLS, MHMLS, SmartMLS, GRWMLS, 1/1/2021-12/31/2021, Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess Counties NY, Greater Greenwich, Darien, New Canaan, total dollar volume sold/rented combined.

Westchester’s
Best Realtors
Ready to find a top Westchester
County real estate agent near you?
Browse our real estate agent
directory for the best realtors across
Westchester’s thriving real estate
market. Whether you’re looking to
buy, rent, or sell, you’ll find a realtor
who is perfect for you.

For more information, visit
westchestermagazine.com.
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A Lab Like No Other
An architectural marvel in the hills of Yorktown Heights By Brian Kluepfel

F

innish-born architect Eero Saarinen made his mark
in America. His 623-foot stainless-steel Gateway Arch
rises almost defiantly from the Mississippi River in
St. Louis, a continental landmark overlooking the West. Yet,
much of Saarinen’s work was on the Eastern seaboard, from
Yale’s iconic “Whale” hockey arena to the alar, Jetsons-like
TWA Flight Center at John F. Kennedy Airport. MIT… Dulles
Airport… Madison Avenue… in a brief 11-year career, the Finn

made an indelible impression.
In Westchester, IBM chose Saarinen to design its Thomas
J. Watson Research Laboratory in Yorktown Heights. (It was
an encore performance: He also designed their Rochester,
MN, site, paneled in shades reflecting the northern skies.) In
deference to his principle that “a building cannot be placed…
but grows from its site,” Saarinen’s curved three-story building seems to merge with its hilly surroundings.

➻
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“The shape of the site fits
with the topography,” says
retired IBM senior architect
May Kirk. “And the glass and
fieldstone (along the site’s
1,000-foot corridor) really
brought the outside in and
enhance the massiveness of
the fieldstone.”
In fact, the stone element,
which begins outside the
building, continues inside,
in the narrow corridor — “a
constant interplay of indoors
and outdoors,” Kirk adds. And
with good reason: Saarinen,
for his part, felt that scientists
were
generally
“tweedy,
pipe-smoking men” who
needed “a relaxed, ‘tweedy’
outdoor environment as a
deliberate contrast to the
efficient, precise laboratories
and offices [which are
windowless].” He noted that
the floor-to-ceiling windows
could reveal the landscape
and be opened, like galleries.
Depending on one’s line
of sight, one, two, or all three
levels of the building are visible. To Kirk, the 60-year-old
structure, completed in the
year of Saarinen’s death, 1961,
remains a fitting and modern
tribute. She mentions sitting
in the second-floor library at
the lab — on one of Saarinen’s
innovative “tulip” chairs, naturally — as a unique experience
and calls the site one of her favorite IBM buildings.
“I love his work, to be honest,” she says. “It’s iconic. It
was revolutionary then, and in
my mind, it still is.”

LEGACIES

Documenting
Dementia
A Hastings-on-Hudson filmmaker
captured a heartrending portrait of his
parents’ cognitive decline in his short
film, Lousy: Love in the Time of Dementia.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FRANK SILVERSTEIN

ARCHITECTURE (CONT.)

D

ementia affects countless individuals
each day, whether they are suffering
from the disease itself or are a family member of someone who is. Each of these
facets of the malady’s outsized toll are captured
in Frank Silverstein’s potent short film, Lousy:
Love in the Time of Dementia, which follows
the simultaneous cognitive decline of both his
mother and father. According to the Hastingson-Hudson resident who previously worked in
news for both CNN and NBC, the film is a natural outcropping of his prior work.
“My wife and I were having lunch at my
parents’ house, and suddenly my mother said,
‘Who are you? You need to leave right now!’ She
got really upset, and then my father jumped in
after her and said, ‘You need to leave now,’”
recalls Silverstein, whose parents called him
soon after, wondering why he had left. After
returning to the house, Silverstein knew something important was afoot. “It was so strange
that, being a news guy, I just whipped out my
cellphone, and I’m like, I don’t know what this
is, but I am going to film it,” says Silverstein.
“As a TV journalist, I knew that these were
really powerful moments. They were really
upsetting, but professionally I knew that they
were important.”
What resulted was a heartbreaking
15-minute portrait of two individuals at once
losing themselves yet struggling to maintain
their connections with what made them people. “Once I figured out that I could see their
core personalities still there as their minds fell
apart, it just made me feel happy in a certain
way, and that’s what allowed me to make the

EDITORS’
OBSESSIONS

We Can’t
Shut Up
About…

Up Route 100 in Katonah, just
past King Kone, is Amato Farms
(facebook.com/amatofarm), a
serene micro-farm where honey,
fresh eggs ($6/dozen), fruit and
veggies, and Christmas trees are the
primary offerings. Third-generation
farmer Michael Amato knows how
to do up the rustic charm, with a
sunflower field, little red wagons
chock-full of colorful flowers, and
antique farm equipment strewn
about the verdant property.
—John Bruno Turiano, Editor

“My wife and
I were having
lunch at my
parents’ house,
and suddenly my mother
said, ‘Who are you?
You need to leave right
now!’” — Frank Silverstein
film,” says Silverstein.
The film has drawn positive reviews and
was screened at London’s Global Health Film
Festival and the New Haven Film Festival, as
well as in support groups and classrooms for
nursing, social work, and medical students.
“Like anything that’s scary, when you see something for what it is, you can put it into a context. I think that is what people connect with.
Everyone who has watched it has told me it has
been very moving to them.”

When the mood in the household
calls for dinnert (you know, dinner
folded into dessert for one big,
happy meal), I pick up a fig-andgoat-cheese pie from Silver Lake
Pizza in West Harrison. With
slivers of dried fig, crumbles of
fluffy goat cheese, and a sweet
balsamic glaze drizzled atop
a thin, crisp, rectangular crust,
the dinnert bell can’t ring soon
enough for any of us!
—Michelle Gillan Larkin,
Associate Editor

PHOTOS: (LEFT) BY JOHN BRUNO TURIANO;
(RIGHT) BY MICHELLE GILLAN LARKIN

➻
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Celebrating CareMount Nursing Staff
During National Nurses Week 2022

PATIENTS

NEVER FORGET HOW
YOU MADE THEM FEEL
We thank our nursing staff for their commitment,
compassion and care shown every day. Your tireless
devotion and heartfelt contributions lead to
healthier and happier lives. We appreciate YOU!

caremountmedical.com
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first things first
EXPRESS LANE
NewYork-Presbyterian
Hospital is poised to increase
its presence in Westchester with
the $83.5 million purchase of the
WestPark office park, on Westchester
Avenue in White Plains, where it
intends to launch a multispecialty
ambulatory-care facility.

2

Actors portray
patients at NYMC’s
Clinical Skills and
Simulation Center.

INNOVATION

Education Through Simulation
New York Medical College is expanding an unlikely and innovative clinical skills
simulation program that helps doctors become better at their jobs. By Paul Adler

W

hen one thinks of a top-tier
medical education, a troupe
of actors doesn’t immediately
spring to mind. But that is exactly what
New York Medical College (NYMC) has
been employing since 2014 in its Valhallabased Clinical Skills and Simulation Center
(CSSC). According to Katharine Yamulla,
senior director of Competency-Based
Assessment and Clinical Skills Education,
director of the CSSC, and an instructor of
medicine at New York Medical College,
such programs have become a vital element
of contemporary medical education.
“Simulation has been an industry standard for training medical schools for quite
a while now,” explains Yamulla. “[NYMC]
felt it was very important to build our
own center because we have a large student population, and simulation is known
to promote positive patient outcomes and
support learner wellness. We not only train
School of Medicine students; we also train
physical therapy students, nursing, students, and residents with a curriculum that
is unique to the needs of our institution and
of Westchester County.”
But what exactly is the CSSC? “The
CSSC is an innovative training environment where we want to promote students
feeling as good about having successes as
much as [they feel bad about] making a
mistake, and learning from it, in a safe environment,” says Yamulla. “It’s an environ-

ment to bring medical education to life.”
This amounts to doctors getting the chance
to practice various scenarios with either actors — known as “standardized patients” —
or technologically advanced mannequins.
“They can deliver bad news, such as
having to tell someone their partner is
brain-dead or to tell someone that their
child has developmental issues, which arguably can be a minefield if you are delivering that information for the first time
to parents or a loved one,” says Yamulla.
“Here, they can do that, and then, when
it’s done, the patient steps out of their role
and can give feedback to the learner. That
is truly the magic of simulation: It’s helping
the learner, and it’s helping the thousands
of patients in Westchester who don’t even
know this practice is happening.”
While the NYMC is still nailing down
funding, Yamulla says they are hoping to
expand the CSSC this summer with new
suites involving surgery, gynecology, orthopedics, pediatric simulations, and more.
“We hope to begin in July retrofitting areas
of the building that are not being used,”
says Yamulla. “We are hoping to expand
about 8,000 to 10,000 square feet of the
center to enhance our current footprint, so
we can target other specialties we haven’t
before and help us address some of the underserved populations of Westchester that
we haven’t had the capacity or equipment
to focus on in the past.”

Like a good neighbor, Armonkbased IBM is offering free
expert assistance and technology
(including artificial intelligence) to
qualifying nonprofits around the globe
that focus on populations vulnerable
to environmental threats, like climate
change, extreme weather, and
pollution.

3

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE

1

Broadway buffs who were
out the cost of a ticket when
COVID cancelled shows at the
Westchester Broadway Theatre
(which then permanently closed) are
set to receive refund checks — to the
tune of $1.1 million — as part of a deal
between the beloved venue and NY
Attorney General Leticia James.

4

Forbes is out with its annual list
of the 400 richest Americans,
and coming in at No. 10 is former NYC
mayor Michael Bloomberg, who owns
an estate in North Salem and boasts a
net worth of $70 billion.

5

From the “goes without saying”
department, the Hudson Valley
was the top destination for NYC
residents who moved last year, and
Westchester was the hottest county,
according to Piece of Cake Moving &
Storage of Manhattan.

6

Nitro-coffee and nitro-beer
drinkers might be pleased to
know that Purchase-based PepsiCo
is in the process of launching Nitro
Pepsi, the first nitrogen-infused cola
product, in such flavors as Draft Cola
and Vanilla Draft Cola.

7

Finally, expect to hear more
“cheers!” in Yorktown, where
the town board voted to create
permits that allow residents consume
alcohol in four town parks: Downing
Park, Sparkle Lake Service Building,
Railroad Park, and Par 3 Golf Course.

—Michelle Gillan Larkin
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PAUL VIRZI

Laughing Through Life

C

omedian Paul Virzi sees his ascension to the upper echelon
of the comedy world as an extension of the movement in
his personal life. Something he can’t really separate.
“My act, my material, evolved as I evolved as a man and a human being. You know with that growth — as a husband, a dad,
raising kids, building a home — my act has grown,” says Virzi.
“I’ve been able to see the humor in all of that, and it has made my
act that much better.”
Check at the door your concept of the comedian as the wild-

living, free-associating wacky dude who gets up onstage and makes
up funny stuff. The truth is that the life of a successful comedian
is much more about discipline and focused work than about being some unpredictable loose cannon of mirth. Virzi has been at it
for more than a decade, has two full-length specials under his belt,
regularly works the trade’s busiest rooms and has played in front
of 18,000 in Madison Square Garden. Yet, he hasn’t slowed down
when it comes to putting the hours in.
“My schedule varies. Often, I work two weekends a month and

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

A peek into the joys and darkness of North Salem comedian Paul Virzi BY TOM SCHRECK
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Cutting-Edge Nutrition
Tailored to Your Unique DNA
Are you living in a cycle of poor health,
low energy, guesswork, and frustration?
Extensive experience

Dina’s knowledge, experience, and
expertise include Nutrition-focused
undergraduate work, a Master of
Science Degree in Nutrition from New
York Medical College, and continual
professional development through global
conferences, symposiums, and lectures.
She also very generously shares her
knowledge in weekly alerts to her patients
and readers of her weekly newsletter.

Sophisticated tools

Dina utilizes Bio-Energetic testing that
allows for a very detailed evaluation of all
the organs of the body, spine, teeth, etc.
Physical, chemical, or emotional stressors

can cause organs to malfunction, blood to
stagnate, and energy to become blocked.
Based on this highly sophisticated software
program Dina is able to determine the best
choice of supplements for outstanding
results. On average, most issues can be
improved or resolved in eight weeks. Her
patients’ testimonials attest to the results.

Caring approach

In addition to exceptional nutritional
knowledge and strategies, Dina is
equally known for her warmth and
caring approach. Patients appreciate her
empathy, the time she invests in listening
and answering questions, and her sincerity
in taking their issues to heart.

THE KHADER CENTER
4 SMITH AVENUE, MOUNT KISCO, NY 10549
914.242.0124 • WWW.DINAKHADER.COM

Meet Dina Khader, MS, RD, CDN,
Integrative Nutrition Consultant.

Design Alcove is an affordable Interior Design and decorating firm
founded on the principle that beautiful interior should be for everyone.
Co-owned by sisters Anandy and Lorien, Design Alcove is based out of Westchester and started
as a way to help people achieve high-end looks and renovations at an affordable price.

We are Interior Design without the price tag.
w w w . d e s i g n a lco v e . co m

e m a i l : d e s i g n a lco v e . i n c @ g m a i l . co m
( 9 1 4) 4 07 3 8 4 5

@ d e s i g n . a lco v e
@ d e s i g n _ a lco v e
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Exceptional, individualized dermatology care
conveniently located in Westchester

(Continued from previous page)

Dr. Janet H. Prystowsky, FAAD
is an award-winning boardcertified dermatologist with
over 30 years of experience.
Specializing in:
• Skin cancer detection,
removal and surgery
• Advanced technologies to
restore, rejuvenate, and
enhance your skin

To devote her time and expertise for
superlative, individualized care,
Dr. Prystowsky is an out of network provider.

must travel. On the weeks I’m not on the
road, I head into New York to work out
bits in the comedy clubs. It’s an important part of the process,” he says.
Those nights in the city mean a schlep
and almost no money, but it’s what the
pros do. Virzi has made the decision that
his act isn’t going to be centered on gags,
cheap jokes, and the usual cliché bits.
“I want to be about the truth. Guys like
Eddie Murphy, Pryor, Carlin… those guys
looked at real life and found the humor
in it. That’s what I want to do,” Virzi says.
“A cheap laugh once in a while is all right,
but it isn’t what I want to be about.”
Truth isn’t always funny, and Virzi’s
personal truth took a very serious turn
a few years back. But the period didn’t
come when you’d think it would. “Back
in 2016, things were going great. I just

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

Call 914-340-3453 or visit janetprystowskymd.com
to book your appointment
3010 Westchester Avenue, Purchase, NY
110 East 55th Street, New York, NY

Are you looking for synagogue that will meet
all your needs? If so, look no further!

PrystowskyAd_WestchesterMag_April22.indd 1

EGALITARIAN
CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE
Serving its members for 75 years!

A Diverse, Warm,
Welcoming Community

where you are not just a
member, but a part of a larger
family where you can connect
socially and spiritually.

Discounted rates
for new members!

2/13/22 2:37 PM

AWARD-WINNING
EDUCATION CENTERS
• EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER:
Nurturing self-confidence, individual
growth and social development.
• AGES 2-4:
Extended day programs available.
• RELIGIOUS SCHOOL:
A well rounded, progressive Jewish
education program for Kindergarten
through 7th grade and beyond.

Tours available
upon request.

For more information, please contact president@ghcny.org
or visit our website at www.ghcny.org
515 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry, NY • 914-693-4260

Paul Virzi with daughter Sofia, son Lucas,
and wife Stacey

finished my first special; the shows were
great, and my career was really growing,”
Virzi says. “Then I went through a really
dark period. I needed to get help.”
Virzi describes a real struggle with
mental health, and he credits the love of
his family, persistence, and therapy for
pulling him out of it. It was the sort of
thing that most people would rather not
dwell on.
Not Virzi. He made it part of his act.
“I couldn’t not talk about it. I knew I had
to,” he shares. “The first thing I did was
address it on my podcast because those
folks are the people who check in with
me every week. It was important. Then,
I had to say, ‘Okay, what was funny about
it? How can I put it in the act?’” So, into
the act went things like dealing with urgent care when you’re in a crisis, his own
intrusive thoughts, and the depression
itself. It all fits in with his belief that you
can make comedy out of any situation.
Putting such material in the act yielded
some unexpected consequences, however.
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A Perfect Mother’s Day
Gift for Every Mom
15% OFF

Spa Dollar Gift Cards of $300 or more
Promo Code: WMOM2022
Discount cannot be combined with any other coupons
or special offers. One coupon per person. Valid until
May 31, 2022. Contact us for more details.

NEW YORK CITY
OASISDAYSPANYC.COM | 212-254-7722
WESTCHESTER
OASISWESTCHESTER.COM | 914- 409-1900

enthusiastically salutes the 2022 Healthcare Heroes
Westchester Magazine
for their exemplary contributions with
special congratulations to our esteemed honoree:

Chief Medical Officer

Elizabeth Seton Children’s Center

2022

His unwavering commitment to our precious children, young adults and their
extraordinary families makes Dr. Moyer a devoted advocate and passionate
pediatrician – a true servant leader!
www.setonchildrens.org
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Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgeons, Dr. Chafitz,
Dr. Leung and Dr. Lalli,
Scarsdale, NY, practice
a full scope of oral and
maxillofacial surgery
with expertise in implant
surgery and office based
surgery including wisdom
teeth and extractions. Our
staff is trained in assisting
with I.V. sedation within
our state of the art office
setting, with the most up
to date digital technology.

(Continued from previous page)

EXCELLENCE in
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

1075 Central Ave Suite 207, Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-472-5252 • www.scarsdaleoralsurg.com

The best birthday parties, camps
and classes in Westchester!

Mixed Media & Crafting • Creative Painting
Slime Art & Play • Sketching & Illustration
Fashion Design • 3D Arts • Sensory Art

Book to
and sav day
e 50
on your %
first cla
ss!

708 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley • 914.309.9334 • www.honestart.com

“People started to write to me about their
own mental illnesses,” recalls Virzi. “They
told me I really helped them by talking
about it. One guy told me I saved his life. I
mean, that’s unbelievable, and I get it.”
When not road-tripping to gigs, Virzi
likes to hunker down with his wife, Stacey,
an investment professional, and his two
kids, Lucas and Sofia, in their North Salem
home. He’s an admitted “nerd dad” and is
not above a lightsaber duel with the kids.
You may catch the family out at restaurant
One Twenty One in North Salem or at Raci
in Brewster for a meal on one of their regular excursions to cheer for their favorite
teams. Virzi and the family are committed
Yankees, Giants, and Knicks fans, so a trip
into Manhattan for a game is always a family highlight.

“I kid around about my wife, but
I would never disrespect her. You
know, the family didn’t sign up
to be comedians, so I make sure I
never disrespect her.”
“Being able to tell my kids I made people
laugh in the Garden, right there at center
court — man, there’s nothing better than
that!” says Virzi of the Knicks’ home court.
In fact, Virzi’s family works its way into
his act on a regular basis. It’s part of his
evolving journey as a man, dad, husband,
and comic, but he’s clear on how it should
appear in the act. “I kid around about my
wife, but I would never disrespect her. You
know, the family didn’t sign up to be comedians, so I make sure I never disrespect
her,” Virzi says.
As for the role his vocation plays in his
life, Virzi sees it as more than a job or a paycheck. It is something he must do. “During
the pandemic, not being able to work for
five months was tough. When I got on stage
again in Arizona, man, that was great,”
says Virzi. “As I’ve gotten older and more
experienced, the nerves have faded, but it
is still something I have to do. I want my
shows to be real. In comedy, you can go just
for straight laughs, and that’s a skill in itself, but I wanted to be someone who talks
about real life.”
Writer Tom Schreck has listened to people say,
“What, are you a comedian?” his entire life. He was
thrilled to have the opportunity to speak with a real
one and write this piece.
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Engineering Summer Camp at Manhattan College ★ June 27-July 28, 2022
Engineering Camp

The Engineering Summer Camp
at Manhattan College introduces
young learners to the science of
engineering. Campers explore five
engineering specialties mechanical,
electrical, civil, chemical, and
environmental engineering.

Each week campers examine
a different engineering specialty,
allowing participants to learn
what these five types of
engineering disciplines offer
the world and help improve.
Manhattan.edu/k12

4513 MANHATTAN COLLEGE PARKWAY, RIVERDALE, NY 10471 • INFONC@MANHATTAN.EDU

Use code WESTCHESTER for a 10% tuition discount on our 2022 summer camps.
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2022
PRESENTED BY

Join Us

Westchester’s vibrant design community comes
alive every year with a celebratory evening
dedicated to honoring the area’s talented
architects and design professionals who make
Westchester a beautiful place to live.

11th Annual Westchester Home
Design Awards
June 28, 2022
Wainwright House, Rye NY
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

For tickets and more info visit
westchestermagazine.com/DesignAwards.

PLATINUM SPONSORS

L&M

custom carpets and rugs

VIDEO SPONSOR

DESIGN BY HACKETT INTERIORS
PHOTO BY EMILY SIDOTI PHOTOGRAPHY

BRONZE SPONSORS

GS&
&S

For sponsorship information call 914.345.0601 x138 or email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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OUTDOOR SPACES

Aquatic Oasis
An alfresco retreat overlooking Mamaroneck harbor serves as a backyard for the family to enjoy.

I

By Gina Valentino

t’s a relief when you want to spend more quality time en plein
air, you can simply step outside to a peaceful sanctuary, right
on your own property. This lush landscape and outdoor oasis
were designed for a family who not only wanted to renovate
the interior of their Tudor, but also elevate the outdoor spaces for
family members - including their growing children — and guests.
The design dream team consisted of Jancski Landscape
Architects, Wagner Pools, and Keller/Eaton Architects. The goal
for the outdoor space was to “tastefully integrate the design with
the house,” says Sean Jancski, in addition to preserving the existing
ecological system by the water and incorporating a pool without

changing the character of the landscape. (The irregularity and
sloping condition of the site required a creative way to accomplish
these goals, explains Jancski.) The result was a raised terrace, which
provides direct access from the inside to the pool patio, and an
infinity-edge pool that overlook the harbor. Meanwhile, lounging
and gathering areas by the pool abound. Jancski says, “The infinityedge pool has the backdrop of the harbor beyond, and lush plantings
anchor the pool to the site.” A combination of colorful perennials,
beach grasses, and evergreens provide interesting colors, heights
and textures for the entire year, making this outdoor environment
“inviting and full of life,” says Jancski.
westchestermagazine.com | MAY 2022 | 37
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Home Green

Extra time on the course just got that much easier.
Hitting the back nine is tough when your options are either a pricey country club golf course or a public course
that may be a journey. These houses have an extra amenity for their property value: They’re located near one of
the six public golf courses in the county.

By Cristiana Caruso

$830,000
66 Patmor Ave, Yonkers
4 BR | 2.1 BA | 2,780 sq. ft.
.11 acres | Tax info not available
Public Golf Course: Sprain Lake Golf Course

RENDERING BY BLUE PIXEL 3D

This new construction is perfect for buyers
who crave the latest luxuries on the market.
The open concept gives the home a breezy,
fresh feel while preserving functionality. The
sparkling eat-in kitchen is furnished with
enough top-of-the-line finishings that even
the biggest supporter of takeout food will be
inspired to cook. Think custom shaker-style
cabinets, quartz countertops, stainless-steel
appliances, and an oversize center island.
There’s also an additional 880 square feet
in the house’s unfinished basement that’s
not included in the total square footage and
is the perfect opportunity for a home gym
or man cave.
Listed by Tracy Isaacs, Julia B Fee Sotheby’s
International Realty

$900,000

This gem sparkles in the highly soughtafter London Wood neighborhood of
Yorktown Heights. The first-floor sports
stunning hardwood floors, and buyers
will love cozying up to the limestone
fireplace in the living room. The
open-concept kitchen with island and
maximum counter space is the ideal
space for entertaining. Outside, take a
dip in the heated saltwater pool to melt
away the stress of a long day or relax in
the spa bath located in the primary suite.
Listed by Cathy Duff-Poritzky, Compass

Featured houses were on the market at press time.

PHOTO BY HOMETOURVISION

3135 Moss Ln, Yorktown Heights
4 BR | 2.1 BA | 3,056 sq. ft.
.58 acres | $20,398 est. taxes
Public Golf Course: Mohansic Golf Course
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CREDIBLE REFERRALS.
INCREDIBLE PROS.
We’ve got you—trusted, reliable
pros when you need them.

AllPros is the one-of-a-kind referral engine
that makes trustworthy pro referrals by digitally
analyzing the real-world factors you would
consider if you researched pros yourself — like
who your neighbors use, and who the pros you
trust recommend.
Homeowners win, thanks to on-demand
access to the very best pros.
Pros win, thanks to more leads, more customer
loyalty, plus credits for every referral.

allpros.com
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ROOMS WE LOVE

Diamond in the Rough
A Mount Kisco kitchen receives a modern facelift.

in line with the rest of the home’s details and interior design selections,”
she notes. “The night-sky ceiling was
one of the details chosen to help carry
through other design concepts from
the rest of the home.”
The homeowners wanted large
refrigeration, so panel-ready fridge
and freezer column units were selected to help with creating streamlined
sightlines. These units blend into the
pantry wall, so Diamond was able to
design a beautiful wall of tall display
cabinetry, which added needed storage while simplifying the look.
“The induction cooktop and
downdraft hood were also selected for
their sleekness and minimal visibility,
allowing the focus to be on the kitchen
design, beautiful stone countertops,
glass display cabinetry, and views to
the hilltop backyard beyond, as well as
an inviting space for a couple to spend
time together as they enjoy their retirement,” says Diamond. —GV

PHOTOS BY ZDRAVKO COTA

T

he task facing Leah
Diamond of LEICHT
Westchester|Greenwich
for this 30-year-old original kitchen in Mount Kisco was to
give it a modern feel while having it
remain functional for a sophisticated
retired couple. Though it was the
home’s original kitchen, Diamond
says that the layout still worked well
for the uniquely designed space but
that the cabinets needed an update
to bring them into the 21st century.
“The design request was to create
a clean and fresh look for the new
kitchen. This was achieved by selecting a white, high-gloss finish
(LEICHT’s Arctic), paired with a
gray-wood textured finish and including elegant glass display cabinets
to showcase the homeowner’s beautiful china, inherited from her grandmother,” Diamond says.
Diamond renovated the cabinetry, countertops, appliances, paint,
sinks, and faucets. “Due to the architecture of the home — and that this
was a renovation with all interior
walls remaining as is — the inspiration was to give a contemporary look
to an existing space,” she says. She updated the island, as well, in LEICHT’s
Ceres, a matte laminate in Sand Gray,
which is also used as the backsplash.
Diamond added a bar-height seating
area with waterfall ends to create a
two-level island to hide a busy prepand-cleanup area. She adds that this
choice allowed “for a space to sit and
read the paper over morning coffee.”
As the room has many angles,
Diamond says, “This was both challenging and fun at the same time, because it pushed me as a designer to be
creative and ensure the space is used
efficiently and smartly, guaranteeing
no lost space. It was imperative that
smart solutions were used to maximize all storage issues, with many
pull-outs and organizing accessories.”
The kitchen has two large openings that look onto the living room
and dining room. “It was a conscious
decision to keep the design aesthetic
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NEW
SHOWROOM
NOW OPEN

HENRY B.
GARAG

E DOORS

You Dream it & We Make it

Commercial & Residential
Mahogany • Cedar • Douglas Fir • Vinyl • Aluminum • Steel • Fiberglass • Electric Openers • Installations • Repairs

5 Fallsview Lane • Brewster NY • 914-962-9873 • www.WhitakerGarageDoors.com
Call for an Appointment to Visit our Showroom
Serving Westchester, Putnam & Connecticut for more than 60 years.

Providing peace of mind to the local community for 50 years.

NOT JUST GOOD. GUARANTEED.

It’s not just about
killing bugs!
At JP McHale Pest Management, our goal
is to provide a superior client experience
at every point of interaction. Simply
stated, we treat our clients like family.

Call us to protect your home today!
866.280.1667 | SALES@NOPESTS.COM | WWW.NOPESTS.COM
NY Bus Reg #08690 | CT Bus Reg #B-1086
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EXTERIORS

Curb Appeal
A local expert provides tips on how
to spruce up your front door.

L

ocal authority Debra Kling of Debra Kling
Colour Consultant says, “While the front
door has always been an important focal point
of any house and has long inspired creativity
on the part of its owner, its significance has
soared recently with the increased influence
of social media. Come spring, homeowners
start preparing for an annual back-to-school
tradition: Instagram posts of their children on
the first day of school. An unspoken competition
has emerged: Who has the best front door?”
Kling, a design-and-color expert, has
helped homeowners paint doors in every hue.
“[It is] a unique opportunity to get creative in
a public way.”

HER TIPS:

1

Almost no colors are out-of-bounds. Make it
a color you love, and you will smile every time
you insert your key.

2

Ensure your front door and roof colors can
coexist peacefully. House colors are important but are not as permanent as a roof!

3

Always test your chosen color(s) on the
door itself, in exactly the sheen planned,
before committing. When you see color on your
house, fully 50% of what you see is the natural
light, which is absorbed and/or reflected by pigment. Color and sheen interact with your light to
determine the exact hue you perceive.

4

Especially if your home’s façade faces
south, avoid bright colors with a high light
reflective value (LRV). The LRV can normally be
found next to a color’s name in the paint-color
fan deck. A high LRV means that a lot of the
captured light is reflected back to you, creating a
very bright or garish version of your chosen color.

Mental health is foundational to all health.
Full Circle can help!

www.fullcirclehealthny.com

www.fccwellness.org

Connect with us (332)228-2896

5

Use a high-gloss finish. If you’re unsure of
a vivid front door, try a high-gloss door in
a less controversial shade (such as London’s
10 Downing Street). The higher a paint’s
sheen, the more the imperfections of the surface show. Make sure your door is prepped to
a smooth finish.

6

Don’t underestimate the impact of door
hardware. Its color and design are the “jewelry” of your entry: Check that it complements
the shade of your “new” front door and repeat
the same finish for outdoor lighting and other
architectural elements. —GV
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO WESTCHESTER'S
HEALTHCARE HEROES.
Thank you for everything you do to keep
Westchester residents healthy and safe!

Faces of
Westchester
DOES WESTCHESTER KNOW YOU?
Introduce yourself as the expert within your field with
Faces of Westchester. This special print and digital
partner content section includes professional color
photography plus a description of what makes your
business unique. Featured in the September issue and on
westchestermagazine.com for 12 months, it’s sure to catch
the attention of our affluent readers.

SEPTEMBER ISSUE

FACES OF
2022
THE FACE OF ZERO

WASTE SHOP

SPACE CLOSE: July 8, 2022
PUBLICATION DATE: August 15, 2022
For more info call 914.345.0601 or
email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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kitchens
&baths
Bring your kitchen or bath
to life with these trend-setting tips.
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If you’re inspired to take your kitchen or bath to a
new level, these trending design tips will help you
step up your home’s look and function.

Keeping it simple, but
sophisticated

Taking your kitchen
from drab to fab

Minimalizing baths
with luxury and style

“There’s a simple way to give your
kitchen a facelift without breaking the
bank. Transform the look of your kitchen
with professional cabinet painting and
refinishing services by CertaPro Painters.
Painting is an easy, cost-effective way
to dramatically change the appearance
of your kitchen. The right cabinet color
modernizes your kitchen, bringing it
from drab to fab. If you are unsure
which color is right for your kitchen, our
color experts can assist you in choosing
the ideal shade.”

“Bathrooms in recent times have taken a
very natural approach. Neutral palettes
and sleek designs have allowed minimalist
styles to take over. The allure of natural
light and spa-like features has created a
sense of style with a slight mix of luxury.
Companies like Kohler have focused
on including elements of technology
with their intelligent toilets and DTV+
showering systems. Vanity companies,
such as Bertch and Vanico Maronyx,
remain ahead of the curve, utilizing only
the finest wood, furniture joints, and
exceptional finishes, creating distinct
products for every home.”

“Many homeowners are looking for a simple,
but sophisticated and streamlined look in
kitchen design, including long lines and soft
moldings, like Cove crowns and shiplap.
Combining family rooms with the kitchen to
create a larger entertaining area is among the
top wish-list items. While white cabinetry is
still the favorite, adding accent colors with an
Organic flair or a contrasting color to islands
and butler’s pantries helps make a kitchen
unique. Brushed and polished gold as well as
black are the new leading trends for cabinetry
hardware and plumbing fixtures. Creating
‘feature’ walls by using barn doors or fully
tiled walls adds interest and texture to the
space while adding automated cabinetry
lighting is a great convenience feature.
Besides visual appeal, the modern-clean look,
soft lines, and smooth textures help create a
clutter-free environment.”

Doug Bradford, Vice President
Consolidated Plumbing Supply

Robert Stonbely Jr.,
Vice President
KBS Kitchen

CertaPro Painters
Local offices in White Plains,
Bedford Hills, NY;
Greenwich, CT; and Norwalk, CT
914.244.1573
www.CertaPro.com/Westchester

121 Stevens Ave
Mount Vernon
914.668.3124
www.consolidatedplumbingsupply.com

50 Virginia Rd
White Plains
914.946.8600
www.kbskitchen.com
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Cabinet Painting & Refinishing Services
by CertaPro Painters®
Is this the season that you update your kitchen? Find out
some options to give your kitchen a facelift simply, quickly
and without breaking the bank. With CertaPro Painters®
you can transform the look of your kitchen with our cabinet
refinishing and repainting services.
It’s easy to start – request your FREE estimate today!

Schedule your appointment at

CertaPro.com
We Feature Benjamin Moore
Premium Paints and Stains

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.
Lic# WC-15781-H04

914.244.1573

Successful projects
All begin with
The finest resources

Top design I Custom fabrication I Extensive available inventory

2021
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Connecting kitchens to
quality of life
“As specialists in the innovative modern
European kitchen field, we believe
kitchens will always have a direct
connection to the quality of life of our
clientele. Our goal is to help our clients
design a beautiful space that reflects their
personality as well as their homes. The
soft aesthetics of warm wood variations
along with a combination of lighter tones
in ultra matt surfaces is dominating the
interest of many current kitchen designs.
The continued popularity of handless
design is being seamlessly integrated
with many appliances that now offer this
same detail, creating more harmonious
designs and allowing for the kitchen
environment to flow more freely into
adjoining spaces. The concrete and honed
‘countertop’ surfaces are ever popular
and durable, allowing for multi-purpose
usage. For more than 80 years, we have
been bringing comprehensive custom
German-made dream kitchens to life.”

Ohad Berebi, Owner
LEICHT Westchester

200 E Main St
Mount Kisco
914.244.9099
www.leichtwestchester.com

Experience the KBS Difference.
Innovative design, America’s finest cabinetry,
project management and complete remodeling services.
From start to finish, our expert team delivers the spectacular kitchen
you desire with the personal service you expect, while adding unsurpassed
value to your home. Visit KBS, Westchester’s premier kitchen showroom,
and schedule a design consultation. Your new kitchen starts here.
50 Virginia Road, N. White Plains, NY 10603 (914) 946-8600
Plain & Fancy | Medallion | Design-Craft | UltraCraft | kbskitchen.com
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SERENITY CAN BE RIGHT DOWN THE HALL

LEARN MORE

Federally Insured by NCUA

HOME EQUITY LOANS and
LINES OF CREDIT

MHVFCU.COM/EQUITY

ENJOY IT
PEST-FREE.
TERMITE-FREE.
MOSQUITO-FREE.
Call us at 914-239-3831

Mention Westchester Magazine for a special offer

Learn more at EnjoyItPestFree.com
5-star rating on over 500 Google reviews
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K I T C H E N S A N D B AT H

Integrating style and
energy efficiency
“White cabinetry has always been a
popular trend when it comes to kitchen
and bathroom designs. Lately, we have
noticed a rise in incorporating gray and
blue tones into classic white kitchens, as
well as an increase natural wood and lowsheen enamel finishes. Maximizing the
space available with current accessories,
such as rollouts, magic corners, and
pullout spice racks, continue to be
incorporated into today¹s kitchen and
bath designs. We’re also seeing more
frequent integration of technology,
including longer-lasting LED lighting and
docking stations inside cabinets. These are
just a few examples of what’s trending in
our everyday kitchen and bath designs.”

William Luceno, Owner
Majestic Kitchens & Baths
700 Fenimore Rd
Mamaroneck, NY 10543

914-381-1302
www.majestickitchens.com

700 Fenimore Rd
Mamaroneck
914.381.1302
www.majestickitchens.com

Have You Been Featured in
Westchester Magazine?
370 Best Real Estate Agents
We know what an
honor this is and how
proud you must be!
That’s why we are
offering a 12” x 15” and
Luxe Living
20” x 16” hardwood
framed plaque to
display in your place of
business. Each plaque
features your article,
along with a customengraved nameplate
which includes the issue in
which your article appeared.

Listed
Inside!

WESTCHESTER

55

+

5 Amenity-Laden
Complexes for
Those Wanting
a Downsized Home
but an Upsized Lifestyle

PLUS:

Spring
Cleaning!

How to Get Rid
of Anything

Make a lasting impression with all of your customers.
For more information and to order your plaque, email us at
marketing@westchestermagazine.com or call 914.345.0601.
PLEASE NOTE: THESE ARE THE ONLY AUTHORIZED PLAQUES PRODUCED EXCLUSIVELY BY
WESTCHESTER MAGAZINE. DO NOT ACCEPT PHONE CALLS FROM OTHER VENDORS.
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Making your improvement
project affordable
“Powering-up your living space?
You’ve got options when it comes to
paying for that project. Home Equity
Loans and Lines of Credit are common
choices. With either, you’ll likely find
lower interest rates since the loan is
secured by your home. If you’re not
comfortable putting your home’s equity
on the line, though, you can consider
a personal loan. You may be limited in
how much you can borrow since these
are unsecured loans. Credit cards —
while an option — are generally a lessfavorable one because of their higher
interest rates. Talk to your financial
institution about what options are
available — and right — for you.”

UNCOVER A WEALTH
U
OF POSSIBILITIES
O
UNCOVER A WEALTH
OF POSSIBILITIES

Mid-Hudson Valley
Federal Credit Union
Serving Dutchess, Orange, Putnam,
Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster, and
Westchester Counties
845.336.4444
www.mhvfcu.com

UNCOVER A WEALTH
OF POSSIBILITIES
UNCOVER A WEALTH
OF POSSIBILITIES

UNC
OF P

Since 1928

121 Stevens Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY | 914.668.3124 | See the full line at consolidatedplumbingsupply.com
Since 1928

| See the full line at consolidatedplu
121 Stevens Avenue,
Mt. Vernon,
| See
121 Stevens Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY | 914.668.3124
the fullNYline| at914.668.3124
consolidatedplumbingsupply.com
Since 1928
Avenue,
Mt. Vernon, NY | 914.668.3124 | See the full line at consolidate
| SeeStevens
121 Stevens Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY | 914.668.3124 121
the full line
at consolidatedplumbingsupply.com
121 Stevens Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY | 914.668.3124 | See the full line at consolidatedplumbingsupply.com
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Live Your Best Life

Creating unique spaces

Live at Home. Live at Wartburg. The choice is yours.

Wartburg
Home
Care

Wartburg
Memory
Care

Wartburg
Nursing Home
Care

“We are seeing lots of inspiring trends
this year: dramatic marbles, light oak
woods, geometric patterns, warmer
colors, and mixing of different metals.
We love to collaborate with our clients
to create unique spaces and to work with
them to achieve that personal aesthetic.
We want your home to reflect your
dreams!”

Nancy Epstein,
Design Consultant
Terra Tile & Marble
Wartburg
Rehabilitation
Center
One Wartburg Place
Mount Vernon, NY 10552
914-699-0800

Wartburg
Independent and
Assisted Living
wartburg.org

thewartburg

thewartburg

wartburgny

INDEPENDENT LIVING ❘ ASSISTED LIVING ❘ MEMORY CARE ❘ NURSING HOME ❘ HOME CARE
INPATIENT REHABILITATION ❘ HOSPICE CARE ❘ CAREGIVER SUPPORT ❘ SPIRITUAL CARE

525 N State Rd
Briarcliff Manor
914.923.4295
1115 Rte 9
Fishkill
845.298.7737
914.923.4295, x301
www.terratileandmarble.com

RIPS, TEARS, HOLES OR STAINS IN YOUR SOFA?

We come to
you and ﬁx it!

SAVE
$$

Repair, refurnish, or re-dye your damaged furniture or upholstery.
We come to your Home, Business, Medical Facility, Auto Dealership
or Restaurant, and ﬁx your furniture, exam tables, dental chairs,
car interiors, cushions/pillows, booths, ﬂooring, car, RV, or boat on site.

FREE

Estimates

914-330-9192

bob.ﬁshman@creativecolorsintl.com
WeCanFixThat.com/Westchester
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WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL CONGRATULATES
ALL OF THE HEALTHCARE HEROES
We are proud to have two of our leaders among those named as
2022 Healthcare Heroes – Susan Fox, President & CEO and
Dr. Rafael Torres, Chief Quality Officer – but recognize ALL of our staff as
heroes for their compassionate dedication to our community.
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HEALTHCARE
HEROES2022
12 outstanding reasons
why Westchester’s future
is in good hands.
By Regina Molaro, Deborah Skolnik, and Nick Brandi

F

ans of astrophysics and science fiction know that an
event horizon is a boundary beyond which an event, like
a black hole, cannot affect an observer. But when it
comes to the coronavirus, it often felt like no matter how
tenaciously we tried to claw our way out of the seemingly inexorable gravity inside its event horizon, we’d just get pulled in deeper, desperately fearing that we would inevitably be sucked into its
inescapable abyss. Now, in 2022, things are looking more auspicious than they have since March of 2020, yet this year’s roster of
amazing Healthcare Heroes remains replete with tales of heroism and self-sacrifice related to the pandemic.
This year, doctors are featured especially prominently among
the winners. We deem it significant that at least two of our
Healthcare Heroes currently work in emergency medicine and
that at least two more arrived at their current positions following
careers in emergency medicine. They account for a full one-third
of our honorees this time around.
Still, we have an uplifting diversity of people to celebrate in
2022, just as it should be. In addition to the aforementioned, we
have chief administrators, a brilliant surgeon, a standout nurse,
a cutting-edge research scientist, a respiratory therapist,
private-practice physicians, a mental-health professional, and a
president/CEO. Each of these laudable individuals has, in their
own way, gone above and beyond the call of duty while demonstrating tireless dedication to the wellness and welfare of our
community. They keep us healthy. They keep us strong. They
save our lives.
You will meet these exemplary people in the pages that follow. Please join us, then, in celebrating our 2022 Healthcare
Heroes, for they are among the vital pillars that make
Westchester great. —Nick Brandi
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SUSAN FOX

President & CEO, White Plains Hospital (WPH)
Throughout the pandemic, Susan Fox brilliantly brought out the
best in each of White Plains Hospital’s 4,000 staff members. As
always, she empowered them to innovate. “During COVID, that
happened nearly every day,” Fox says. Some initiatives were noticeable: outdoor COVID-19 testing tents, for instance, and a
hotline for community members desperately seeking direction.
Others were less obvious — like how, under Fox’s watch, the hospital increased its beds from 250 to 375 and boosted the ICU’s
capacity from 16 to 82.
Yet for Fox, overseeing a hospital is more than just managing
logistics; it’s also about boosting morale. “To help staff visualize
the impact they were making, we adopted the butterfly as a symbol of hope,” she says. “Each COVID patient who was discharged

received a paper butterfly to take home, and we placed a second
butterfly on the walls of our main hallway in celebration. Within
weeks, hundreds of butterflies lined those walls, serving as a powerful reminder of the staff ’s dedication and effort.”
Even during the crisis, Fox kept moving the institution forward.
WPH opened a new Center for Advanced Medicine & Surgery
last June and launched a cardiac surgery program in November.
Healthgrades ranks the hospital among the top 10% nationwide
for patient experience. Many, though, rank it number one. Fox cites
a grateful letter from a recent patient, extolling the virtues of the
staff that Fox is so proud to lead: “She specifically mentioned 12
people by name who made a lasting impression on her,” she says.
For Fox, that’s the kind of tribute that matters most of all.

Susan Fox (center)
insists that the credit
for White Plains
Hospital’s reputation
for excellence belongs
to her dedicated staff.

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN/COURTESY OF WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL
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NITIN GUPTA, MD

Board-Certified General Pediatrician, Rivertowns Pediatrics
Even prior to COVID, Dr. Nitin Gupta would drive to new parents’
homes to spare them and their babies a trip to his office. When
the pandemic shuttered most urgent cares, he went another mile
beyond that proverbial extra one, making house calls to patients’
mothers and fathers if their kids needed stitches. “It was a time
when it was almost a guarantee: You go to the ER, you’re getting
COVID,” Dr. Gupta says.
As the 2020 flu season began, he and his staff started administering drive-by flu shots to patients’ families. Greenburgh Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner caught wind and reached out. “[Feiner]
asked, ‘Would you do it for non-members of your practice?’” Dr.
Gupta says. With an assistant and intern by his side, he wound up
vaccinating 1,000 people in 12 weeks.

56 | MAY 2022 | westchestermagazine.com

HealthcareHeroes_May22.indd 56

By the time Rivertowns Pediatrics received adult COVID vaccines,
in April 2021, most people who wanted the shot had already received
it. But Dr. Gupta was determined to protect as many people as possible, so he again took to the streets, vaccinating both homebound seniors and food-pantry clients. When the vaccine for 5-to-11-year-olds
was approved, his pediatric practice became the first in Westchester
to administer it. A drive-by daylong clinic he organized for that
weekend vaccinated 220 children both in and out of his practice.
Praised by patients for his humility, Dr. Gupta insists his acts
of heroism were merely his duty. “It was a pandemic, and we did
what we had to do to protect members of our community, and even
non-members of my practice,” he says. “Anybody who called, we
tried to help.”
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RAFAEL E. TORRES, MD
Chief Quality Officer, White Plains Hospital (WPH)

Figuratively speaking, Dr. Rafael E. Torres has healthcare in
his DNA. This is eloquently demonstrated by a meteoric career arc that has seen this youthful and energetic physician
hold positions such as director of Emergency Medicine at
Montefiore Westchester Square in the Bronx (the first freestanding emergency department in NYS) and director of
Emergency Medicine at White Plains Hospital prior to his
current position as WPH’s chief quality officer.
Born in Bogota, Colombia, Dr. Torres’ parents met while
working together in a New York City hospital. His Colombian
father was a respiratory technician; his American mother was
(and still is) an operating room nurse; his aunt and grandmother were also nurses. “It was the expectation that I’d become a doctor,” says Dr. Torres of his preordained career path.
At the start of the pandemic, he led the county’s busiest ER
through the fear and unknowns of early testing and treatment.
“My role was to handle the surge of patients and, importantly,
ensure the safety of my staff,” he says. By the time vaccines
were rolled out, Dr. Torres was promoted to chief quality officer, and his focus shifted to ensuring equitable access to the
vaccine for everyone who wanted it, by getting out into the
community “in ways that no other Westchester hospital that
I know of was doing, as well and addressing vaccine hesitancy
within communities and changing minds one-by-one.”
Currently, Dr. Torres is responsible for not only the quality
of care WPH delivers but also the quality of patient and family experiences, as well as the overall operation of the organization. His unique talent is to “de-silo” and smoothly sync
traditionally disparate functions of the hospital to create an
institutional synergism that results in optimum healthcare
and patient experiences for all.

RENU C. MITAL, MD

Senior Associate Attending, NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital (NY-P) & Assistant
Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine & Co-Director Faculty Wellness
Program, Weill Cornell Medicine
“Physicians have to be at their best to deliver the best care to their patients,” says Dr.
Renu Mital. Beyond her many achievements, which include helping NY-P develop telemedicine services during the pandemic, Dr. Mital has been a tireless advocate for physician wellness since 2016.
The comprehensive program she developed with a colleague has helped organizations prioritize the well-being of their physicians, focusing on mental health resources,
peer support, team building, and operational improvements. The three-pronged peersupport program, which includes individual, group, and litigation support, addresses the stress and isolation physicians experience. “It was designed to transform a culture of silence into one of strength and stability,” says Dr. Mital.
After a colleague tragically took her life during the pandemic, Dr. Mital rallied to spread
a national message on the role of wellness as a critical cornerstone for delivering excellent patient care. Her research was published in the Physician Leadership Journal in 2017
and presented at the National Academy of Medicine in 2018. In 2021, their institutional
plan was published in the New England Journal of Medicine Catalyst and today serves as a
model for other healthcare institutions.
Dr. Mital serves on the National ACEP Well-Being Committee, NYC Well-Being
Alliance, and Hackley School’s Medical Advisory Board. She was recently honored with
the NY American College of Emergency Physicians 2020 Physician Well-Being Award.
“It has been very rewarding to be on the forefront of a culture shift in medicine to care
for the caregiver,” says Dr. Mital.
PHOTOS (TOP) BY STEFAN RADTKE; (BOTTOM) COURTESY OF DR. RENU MITAL
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LORI SOLOMON, MD, MPH

Medical Director, Family Health Center, New York Medical College (NYMC)
Exceeding expectations is a guiding principle for Dr. Lori
Solomon. Earning two of her degrees at NYMC, she joined the faculty in 2002 as a family physician. She currently serves as chair
and clinical associate professor of the Department of Family and
Community Medicine.
Dr. Solomon is the visionary behind Family Health Center —
an on-campus outpatient facility that opened in 2019. It provides
medical, preventive, and urgent care for patients of all ages, including members of NYMC and the community.
When many health facilities shuttered during the initial surge
of the pandemic, the Family Health Center remained open. Dr.
Solomon was often the only physician on-site to provide care.
Her persistence led her to be among the first to obtain COVID vaccinations when they became available. When additional doses were
on hand, she personally delivered them to others to ensure they
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were used before they expired.
Under Dr. Solomon’s guidance, Family Health Center was
among the first facilities in Westchester to offer vaccinations for
pediatric patients. “I was proud of our ability to get children vaccinated before the holidays,” she says.
She also played a key role in establishing the innovative partnership between Family Medical Center and NYMC’s Touro College of
Dental Medicine. Dr. Solomon also serves as faculty advisor for the
Westchester-based, student-run clinic La Casita de la Salud, which
opened in May 2021.
Beyond providing free medical and dental care to uninsured
adults, La Casita promotes a model of care that recognizes the
link between oral and systemic health. “The medical and dental
students learn from one another,” she says. “It’s about service and
education — two things that really drive me.”
PHOTO BY STEFAN RADTKE
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GREGORY
VEILLETTE, MD

Section Chief of Surgical Oncology &
Hepatopancreaticobiliary Surgery, WMCHealth
While Dr. Gregory Veillette has a long and impressive title, many of his patients append just four words
to his name: “He saved my life.” In all of Westchester,
he’s one of only several surgeons who perform hepatopancreato-biliary (HPB) procedures — operations on the
liver, pancreas, or bile ducts to treat cancer or other conditions. These surgeries are considered among the most
complex and demanding in existence, but Dr. Veillette’s
expertise is world-class. In fact, he’s the sole physician
in the county skilled in the famed Whipple procedure,
depicted in nearly every TV medical drama, an HPB
operation that treats pancreatic cancer and certain benign
conditions of the organs. Kidney and liver transplants are
his other two specialties; he performed close to 50 of the
latter in 2021 alone at WMCHealth, the only hospital in
Westchester where transplants are done.
It’s not unusual for Dr. Veillette to endure a grueling
marathon in the O.R. (a Whipple, for example, takes
about 6 hours) and then visit a patient’s bedside. While
some surgeons might send a subordinate, that isn’t his
way. “If I operate on a patient, I am committed to that,”
he says. “I come in on my weekends off or if there’s ever
a problem. I see my patients two, three, four times a day
sometimes.” Yet he doesn’t stop there; he gives endless
encouragement. “Some of these patients with pancreatitis and pancreas cancer, they’re going through the
gates of hell,” he says. “Commitment is not just doing an
excellent surgery; there’s more to it. There’s the mental
piece, the psychiatric piece. If patients aren’t reassured
by their surgeons, then what hope do they have?”

JIM DWYER, MD

Chair, Emergency Medicine, Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH)
For those of us who get woozy from a paper cut, it’s hard to imagine how
emergency physicians cope. But Dr. Jim Dwyer does more than just take
each day as it comes: He helps prevent young people from landing in his
ER in the first place. Nearly every spring since 2016, he has participated
in panel presentations on alcohol and drugs to Westchester high school
seniors and their parents.
Dr. Dwyer tackles these tough subjects from a medical perspective.
Here’s two examples: “We’ll talk about how combining two substances
can make each one more potent. We’ll also talk about respiratory depression and how people can die from alcohol and drug use because
their ability to breathe and protect their airway can go away,” he shares.
In the NWH Emergency Department, he spearheaded universal
screening in the ER for substance-use disorders and backed other initiatives, such as giving preference to non-opioid pharmaceuticals for pain
management. Despite these Herculean efforts, he never tires of educating our county’s youth, sometimes driving straight to a presentation after a long day at the hospital.
For two years, those days have been incredibly challenging. Not only
has Dr. Dwyer treated COVID patients, he’s seen people who have developed problems such as advanced cancer because they were afraid to
visit a hospital before now. But every day, he gives his all to all of them.
“That’s the one guiding principle, I think: How do you best care for people?” he says. “Don’t let anything get in the way.”
PHOTOS (TOP) BY STEFAN RADTKE; (BOTTOM) COURTESY OF WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER
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DEREK H. SUITE, MD, MS
Cofounder, Full Circle Health

Though he began his career in emergency medicine, Dr. Derek Suite eventually switched to neuroscience and
psychiatry. “I was so interested in the
patients as I was treating them [in the
ER] that I would actually spend more
time talking with them and getting into
their stories,” he recalls. “Patients were
coming back to the ER and waiting to
talk to me after my shift.”
Today, Dr. Suite is co-owner (with
his wife, Darcel) of Full Circle Health,
an award-winning behavioral healthcare practice that provides comprehensive mental health services to residents
of Westchester, the Bronx, Manhattan,
and parts of lower Connecticut. The
Westchester office, on the Eastchester/
Mount Vernon border, and the
Manhattan outpost go by the name of
Full Circle Confidential, which provides private counseling and confidential executive coaching services to top
executives, professional athletes, and

A-list celebrities. To a one, they value
Dr. Suite’s expertise, discretion, and holistic approach.
As COVID raged, rather than
retreating to that posh roster,
Dr. Suite mobilized to help the urban
community spearheaded by his Bronx
office. For the first few months of the
pandemic, he says, “We gave all of our
mental health services [at that practice], including our education, training, and outreach programs, at absolutely no charge.” In doing so, Full
Circle Health made mental healthcare
more available and accessible to the
urban community during a time of
crisis. Eliminating barriers to mental health services is just one of many
ways Dr. Suite and his Full Circle team
make a positive difference in the practice of mental healthcare. “Full Circle
has been a wonderful experience for
us overall,” he shares. “We’re still as excited as when we started, back in 1999.”

KAREN MCCOY, RRT
Director of Respiratory Therapy,
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital

“I don’t like to talk about myself,” says Karen McCoy, a Burke
staffer for 34 years. But colleagues can’t stop talking about
her indomitable spirit and leadership abilities. In early
2020, she found herself apprehensively wondering if she’d
soon put those qualities to the ultimate test. As COVID
inched closer, she hoped it might not be as horrific as feared,
“like when they say the snowstorm of the century is about to
hit, then it doesn’t happen,” she says. While a blizzard never
materialized, in March, a tsunami of recovering COVID patients did, and McCoy faced it head-on.
At one point, Burke was caring for 90 patients — a record
high. McCoy helped the administration’s efforts to obtain
scarce respiratory equipment. “We purchased an extra 40
concentrators,” she says, referring to devices that separate nitrogen and oxygen molecules in air and then supply the latter
to patients through a nasal canula (a lightweight tube with
two prongs placed in the nostrils). She also assessed which
patients could get by with a concentrator and which needed
more concentrated, piped-in oxygen. In addition, she worked
in the blood gas laboratory, where patients’ oxygen and carbon dioxide levels were measured via blood samples.
When the time came for a patient to return home, McCoy
made sure they had everything they’d need, from nebulizers
to oxygen. More than 500 COVID patients have recovered
at Burke, and thanks to her, each is able to continue their
healing journey. While some pandemic-weary health professionals have left the field, McCoy wouldn’t dream of it.
“After all this time,” she says, “I still like my job.”
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ALVIN MOYER, MD

Chief Medical Officer, Elizabeth Seton Children’s Center (ESCC)
Before joining ESCC as a pediatrician in 2008, Dr. Alvin Moyer
was in a private practice, where he gained experience coordinating
care for children with life-limiting conditions. After giving endof-life care to one of his own family members, he was inspired to
make a change.
“I became board-certified in hospice and palliative medicine
because I appreciate caring for families when they’re at their
most vulnerable,” says Dr. Moyer. Since 2012, he has directed
the palliative care program at ESCC. After serving as interim
CMO in 2020, Dr. Moyer was permanently promoted to the role
in March 2021.
The children’s residential medical center that Dr. Moyer helms
operates under the same strict guidelines as nursing homes. As the
pandemic raged on, Dr. Moyer used his expertise to implement

PHOTO BY STEFAN RADTKE
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new policies based on shifting data and regulations, often ahead of
NYS DOH regulations and mandates.
“Most regulations were designed for adults, and our children,
in many ways, are more vulnerable, since many are not ageeligible for vaccines and developmentally unable to wear masks. All
of them have medical conditions that put them at risk for more
severe disease,” says Dr. Moyer. His keen decision-making was
successful in keeping all 169 patients COVID-free for the first 300
days of the pandemic.
Dr. Moyer has been actively involved in the planning of a
young-adult center, which will fill a long-neglected gap in the care
of young adults with medical complexity who age out of pediatric
facilities. The Westchester-based center will serve as a nationwide
model and is expected to open in 2024.
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STACEY DAVIS, BSN, RN

Assistant Nurse Manager, Field Hospital & Special Projects, Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH)  
When nonessential surgeries were halted during the pandemic, Stacey
Davis stepped up to assist patients at NWH’s field hospital — a temporary structure erected in the parking lot for administering monoclonal antibody therapy. Experience gained from a decade in the Medical
Surgical Nursing and Emergency Department primed her for the role.
“These infusions provided people with a bit of hope. I was happy to become a part of the team,” says Davis.
Her leadership skills and expertise quickly earned the respect
and recognition of her colleagues. Shortly after joining the team,
Davis was appointed charge nurse with the responsibility of managing the day-to-day operations of the unit.
Since the infusions were new, patients needed information.
When they arrived, Davis was quick to answer questions and respond with compassion. “A bit of reassurance and kindness goes a
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long way,” says Davis, who spent lots of time engaging in friendly
conversation with patients.
When the COVID numbers declined, the field hospital was dismantled, and Davis and her team were instrumental in relocating the program to NWH’s Emergency Department. She remained
onboard, in a leadership role.
“Teamwork was one of the main reasons it ran so smoothly and
efficiently, and it’s one of the things I’m most proud of from the
whole experience,” she says.
When an opportunity arose, Davis was promoted to her current position. “Her ability to seamlessly perform in her dual role
provides further proof that Davis is a nurse with distinction,”
says Carolyn Oates, MSN, RN, NE-BC, patient care manager of the
Short Stay/Pediatric Unit.
PHOTO BY STEFAN RADTKE
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OUR HEALTHCARE HEROES

These 12 exemplary individuals have stepped up to
make helping others a personal mandate. They may
be your neighbors, healthcare providers, or leaders in
the communities where you live and/or work. They
represent the pillars of our community and are a key
factor in the quality of life we have come to expect in
Westchester County. We are privileged to have them
among us and honored to showcase them to the grateful community they serve.

OUR METHOD

We typically receive between 80 and 120 Healthcare
Heroes nominations each year, submitted by family,
friends, patients, coworkers, managers, and even hospital CEOs and presidents. That collection is vetted
down to the 40 or 50 strongest nominations, representing a diverse roster that includes not only doctors
and nurses but also therapists, executives, entrepreneurs, and public servants. From this elite group,
our six judges independently select their 10 top candidates (Tier 1), along with three to five “alternates”
(Tier 2), from single-blind, redacted nominations that
reveal neither the names nor the current professional
affiliations of the nominees. From this group, points
are awarded to each, according to whether they are
a Tier 1 or Tier 2 selection, with the top 12 pointearners declared to be winners.

OUR JUDGES

SALOMON AMAR, DDS, PHD

VP for Research, New York Medical College (NYMC), and Senior VP
for Research Affairs at Touro College & University System
Dr. Salomon Amar, a periodontist and leader in molecular immunology
research, is globally recognized for his achievements in linking oral health
to systemic inflammation. “I spent the greater part of my life studying how
bacteria travels through the bloodstream and can precipitate the formation of plaque into the brain or heart and can aggravate rheumatoid arthritis,” says Dr. Amar.
This concept came to fruition at NYMC with the establishment of a
family-medicine clinic contiguous with the dental school clinic. This enables, for the first time, a cross-collaboration between medical and dental
students on the evaluation of patients with systemic inflammation.
Dr. Amar has also made significant contributions to COVID-19 research.
Three weeks after New York State reported its first COVID-19 case, NYMC
and Regeneron began a clinical drug trial at Westchester Medical Center.
Dr. Amar worked closely with leaders to expedite the approval process,
which generally takes several months. It was completed in just seven days.
“This set the stage for use of the monoclonal antibody therapy that we’re
currently using for COVID-19,” says Dr. Amar.
Other accolades include leading the expansion of BioInc@NYMC,
the Hudson Valley’s only biomedical incubator on a health-sciences college campus, and launching a Bench-to-Bedside Seminar Series, which
addresses issues in translational medicine. Through the collaboration with
Regeneron, a new zebrafish facility was created at NYMC. It allows for a
significant expansion of NYMC’s biomedical research footprint.
This summer, Dr. Amar will lead a study to help determine what causes
the severity of COVID-19 disease symptoms and whether current testing
is accurate.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE
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It is with the deepest gratitude that we acknowledge
our blue-ribbon panel of judges — each an accomplished healthcare provider in their own right and a
leader in the community. They are:

ROBERT W. AMLER, MD, MBA

New York Medical College, Vice President,
Government Affairs; Dean of the School of Health
Sciences and Practice and Institute of Public Health;
Professor of Public Health, Pediatrics, and
Environmental Health Science

SHERLITA AMLER, MD, MS

Commissioner of Health, Westchester County

KATHY REILLY FALLON, MD

Board-Certified Foot and Ankle Surgeon,
Midtown Manhattan Health Center; Founder and
Chairwoman, Heavenly Productions Foundation

MARY H. GADOMSKI, BSN, RN

Executive Director, Montefiore Home Care

MARY K. SPENGLER, MS

Chief Executive Officer, Hospice of Westchester

JESSICA ZWERLING, MD, MS

Director, Montefiore Hudson Valley Center of
Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease; Program
Director, UCNS Geriatric Neurology Fellowship;
Director, Memory Disorders Center at Blondell;
Associate Director, Center for the Aging Brain;
Associate Professor of Neurology; Clinical Director,
Einstein Aging Study
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Doggy!
Here,

To know them is to love them, so
here’s everything you need to know
about loving them right, in the 914.
By Cristiana Caruso &
Michelle Gillan Larkin

PHOTO BY NEW AFRICA/ADOBE STOCK
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Here,

Doggy!

D

ogs have held the distinction of “man’s best friend”
for probably as long as they’ve been domesticated,
which genetic studies indicate is anywhere between
20,000 and 40,000 years — in human years!
Affectionate, playful, and deeply loyal, dogs give as
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Consider your situation and
lifestyle before picking
your pet.
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Busy, lively, and often noisy households, with one, two, or more kids,
call for a dog that is equally active
and playful but also patient and gentle. The breed of the moment in
Westchester that happens to fit this
bill is a doodle, such as a goldendoodle,
Labradoodle,
Bernedoodle, or Cavoodle, more
commonly called a Cavapoo.
Robert Kornfeld (dogcommander.
com), a master trainer who’s worked
with hundreds of Westchester’s
woofers over his 32-year career, likes
how Cavapoos tend to go with the
family flow. “They have a lot of
energy,” he says. “They also have no
direction but they’re easy to train.”
Trainer Matt Sellecchia, owner of
Paws and Play Pet Resort & Training
Center (pawsandplaypetresort.com)
in Tuckahoe, points out that purebred retrievers, like Labs and
goldens, also meld nicely with
families, as do Bernese mountain
dogs. “These breeds are really great
with kids,” he says.
For that highly active family that
plays together and with their fourlegged pal(s), local trainer Kate
McCue Schwartz of Kate’s Canine’s
(katescanines.net) suggests a purebred Australian shepherd.
“They’re family oriented, super loyal,
incredibly smart, extremely athletic,
and easy to train.” In addition to ex-

much joy and comfort to their human companions as humans give
to them (plus a whole lot of unconditional love). And when they
are paired with the right partner, fed the proper foods, and rewarded with an extra-special treat every now and then, it’s truly a
dog’s life for all involved.

ercise, she notes, they require mental
stimulation and challenges. “They
need a good, solid game of fetch,
more than just a romp in the yard,”
and would even enjoy agility training
with dog parents or siblings that are
so inclined.
For moderately active households,
a medium-energy hound, like a
beagle, is a natural fit. “They’re fun,
smart, super stubborn but great for a
family,” says McCue Schwartz. “They
need the moderate basics like a good
routine and walking schedule.” And
since they’ve been bred to hunt out
on their own, they tend to be independent but still loyal. “All dogs are
loyal,” she says.
In addition, Kornfeld likes the
Lagotto Romagnolo (Italian water
dog), which is known for being lovable and active.

City Slickers
& Apartment Dwellers

For those who live in small spaces,
with not much room to roam, indoors
or out, Kornfeld recommends steer-

ing clear of any kind of bird dog or
working dog, as they long to be outside, playing ’til the cows come home.
“A cocker spaniel that is not of the
hunting line, but rather the show
line, is good” in an apartment or urban, downtown setting, he says.
“They’re more laid-back.”
Sellecchia believes a bulldog, particularly a French bulldog, is a good
fit, too. “They’re pretty content lying
around most of the day.”

Joggers & Hikers

Workout and exercise junkies require a breed that can keep pace
with them, and Kornfeld recommends a deep-chested dog, like a
Doberman, Rottweiler, German
shepherd, or German shorthaired pointer. “They have big
heart and lung capacities,” he explains. “They need to be exercised, or
they will get destructive and chew
everything in your house.”
Sellecchia seconds the German
shepherd selection for several
reasons: “They love the stimulation

What’s in a Name?
People love their food and drink, so when it comes to picking a
name for their best bud, it seems many let their taste buds lead the
way. A social media poll of approximately 115 county-based dog
moms and dads dug up some doozies, and they’re way more foodfocused than your average “Biscuit” or “Bailey” (though they’re in the
mix, too). Here are a few of our woof-worthy faves:

Food

Drink

Waffles

Gumbeaux

Bananas

Ginger

Twix

Nugget

Truffle

Chip

Baci

Pamplemousse

Sangria

Captain

Remy

Cappuccino

Tito

Blue

Cosmo
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and the exercise; they have strong bonds
with their owners; and they have a great on/
off switch: They can get up and go for a run
and then just come home and chill right
out.” (That said, Sellecchia’s three-and-ahalf-year-old German shepherd, Hill, is
what he calls “the laziest German shepherd
you’ll ever meet.”)
In addition, Sellecchia suggests herding
or hunting breeds, like a Labrador retriever or a Weimaraner. “They like to
have a job to do,” he says, which translates
to a perfect running partner or a reliable
hiking buddy.

easygoing, and I’ve never met one with an
aggressive bone in their body.” Plus, they
don’t demand all that much exercise, and
their smaller size makes them relatively easy
to handle. Other small breeds he suggests:
toy poodles, Cavapoos, and shih tzus.
Kornfeld recommends a broadchested dog, like a French bulldog,
because they have what he calls a
“personality of patience,” which he explains
like this: “You don’t train them; you
negotiate with them.” He also says they’re
very laid-back and quite “couch potato-ish.”

Senior Citizens
& Mobility Challenged

For children and adults with special
needs, the perfect dog is one who likes to be
around people and enjoys being stroked and
petted, says Sellecchia. He suggests the
cuddle-craving Cavalier K ing Charles

“The number-one dog for an older, lessactive person is a Cavalier King Charles
spaniel,” says Sellecchia. “They’re laid-back,

Special-Needs Individuals
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Paws and Play
Pet Resort &
Training Center
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spaniel or an ever-affectionate, small and
gentle Bichon Frise.
On the flipside, McCue Schwartz leans toward a larger dog, like a well-bred golden
retriever or Lab, particularly for a child
with autism. “They have a gentle, mild demeaner; they’re social, and they have a high
threshold of tolerance,” she says, putting
them in the best position to handle a tantrum, sudden outburst, or even an inadvertent hit.

Workaholics

Even the most easygoing, laid-back dog
still craves human attention, so for individuals
who spend 12 hours a day away from home,
the advice of trainers is simple yet
resounding: The best breed of dog for those
who are away from home a lot is called… a
cat. Like Sellecchia says: “Just get a cat.”
westchestermagazine.com | MAY 2022 | 67

Dogs_May22.indd 67

3/22/22 8:43 AM

Here,

Doggy!

DOGGIE DINING DON’TS

DOGGIE DINING DO’S

Dogs and people metabolize food differently, meaning that a
handful of everyday human food items are toxic, and even
deadly, to many canines. Here are some you should withhold
from your dog:

While veterinarians across the board believe dog food is the
best food, they agree that most fruits and vegetables are nice
treats — in moderation. “Fruits and vegetables should be no
more than 10 percent of their diet,” says Katz, who cautions that
seeds and pits must be removed.
While nuts are a no-no, peanuts and peanut butter are acceptable treats in moderation. As Katz says: “A peanut is actually
a legume.”
Eggs are A-OK once in a while, so long as they’re cooked. The
same goes for low-fat, white-meat chicken, turkey, salmon, and lean beef. “I’m okay with it as dog-food toppers but not
as a main meal,” says DeLucci, who notes that dogs can’t metabolize fat (or salt, for that matter) the way people can. Plus, be
sure to remove all bones that can “splinter in a dog’s digestive
tract,” says Katz.

Grapes & Raisins
If a dog ingests even half of a grape or just one little raisin, call
the vet immediately. “We don’t fully understand the toxic dose in
grapes,” says Dr. Alyssa DeLucci, with the Veterinary Emergency
Group in White Plains, who explains such “doses” vary across
grapes grown in different regions, “and how often do we know
exactly where our grapes come from?”
Chocolate
It’s well known that dogs and Hershey bars don’t mix, but it
turns out, size and type of chocolate matters when choosing between the hitting the panic button or allowing common sense to
prevail. “If your 70-pound Lab eats half a brownie or a small
chocolate chip cookie, he’ll likely have stomach upset but probably won’t die,” says DeLucci, who recommends an immediate
call to the vet, regardless. In addition, dark chocolate, cocoa
powder, and unsweetened baker’s chocolate are much more toxic
than sweetened chocolate (e.g., milk, white).
Sugar-free Gum
The main ingredient is xylitol, and one chew can be fatal.
“Gum makers don’t reveal how much of this chemical compound
is in the gum,” says DeLucci, so it’s not possible to exercise common sense, like in the case of a big dog and a nibble of brownie.
If your dog gets into your sugarless-gum stash, get in the car immediately and call the vet on the way.

Treat ’em Right!
There may be many scrumptious
snacks that are not safe for your best
buddy, but that doesn’t he has to be left
out of the party. Woof Gang Bakery &
Grooming (woofgangbakery.com), the
Rye branch of a larger national chain,
has a one-of-a-kind treat that satisfies
your pup’s sweet tooth and jazzes up any
puppy playdate. It’s a cake that is
actually entirely human-grade (in case

Ranger Von Der
Schrotmuhle (right)
is a West German
shepherd who digs
agility competition.

you get a little curious), and it brings
a new layer of luxury to the term
“fur baby.”
If your pooch is watching her
waistline, All Paws Gourmet
(allpawsgourmetpetstore.com), also in
Rye, has several food-themed chew toys
— including Grrrona Extra and
Starbarks Coffee — so Fido never has
FOMO over any food festivities.

HALEY FREEMAN, PROVIDED BY GOOD REASON’S DOG TREATS

Garlic
Whether it’s a whole clove, chopped, or powdered, “garlic in
any form is absolutely toxic for dogs,” says Allan Katz, who
trained at the Culinary Institute of America but played a lead role
in the creation of Good Reasons (goodreasons.com) dog treats,
manufactured in North Salem. “Garlic is the worst of all the alliums, but the others — leeks, onions, scallions — are toxic, too.”
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BRINGINGHOME-BABY
CHECKLIST

Westchester’s Working Dogs
While some pups may enjoy a
simple “dog’s life” — basking in the
sun, sleeping the day away, rising
only to eat and go for walks — it is
believed that all dogs wish to have a
purpose. This holds especially true
for the county’s working dogs, including law enforcement K9s, like
Trooper (below), and service dogs
that can be cuddly companions to
special-needs kids.
The Kids and Canines Learning
Together Program, a school outreach
initiative from BluePath Service
Dogs (bluepathservicedogs.org), is
tapping into the healing properties
of dogs through its partnership with
the Rye City School District.
The nonprofit (based in Hopewell

Junction), which provides autism
service dogs offering safety, companionship, and opportunities for
independence, recently launched
another partnership, with the Rye
Police Department, which includes
biweekly school visits from officers
and BluePath dogs.
Together, the dogs learn how to
adjust to the sights and sounds of a
classroom as part of their journeys
to full-fledged service dogs, and the
children are soothed by the dogs’
presence and calming effect. In addition, the police officers involved
gain experience with special-needs
children and invaluable firsthand
tips on how to tailor their actions
for these young people.

Bringing home a furry, new family member is an
equally exciting and overwhelming time, but it
requires more preparation than most realize.
Steve Singer, owner of Provisions for Pets in
Bronxville, weighs in on what to have prepped,
so you don’t find yourself up a creek without a
chew toy.

Dry Food

If you’re adopting a dog, buy the brand
the pooch was chowing on in their foster
home.

Canned Wet Food
Crunchy Dog Biscuits
Meal Space

Placemat, food/water bowls (potential
extra bowl for wet food). Don’t forget to
scope out where in your house your dog’s
set up will be located.

Leash, Collar & ID Tag, with your
address and phone number

PHOTO BY DETECTIVE NICK PIQUERAS

Crate & Crate Pads, if crate training
Dog Bed
Trooper, a
bombsniffing
yellow Lab,
sweeps
venues for
explosives.

Plush Toys, especially for puppy to
cuddle at bedtime

Chews

“Many nylon-type chews can last for a
bit of time, so your dog will make use out
of them,” offers Singer.

MEET: Trooper

if you’re potty training or command
training

Hygiene Items

PLACE OF
EMPLOYMENT:
Westchester
County Police
Canine Unit

SPECIALTY:
explosives
detection; conducts
vehicle/venue sweeps
when dignitaries are in town
ON-THE-JOB SUCCESS: yet to find
any actual explosives but finds
training fakes daily
FAVORITE PASTIMES: fetch with a tennis
ball; swimming
TIME ON THE FORCE: 3 years

Brush and comb, nail clipper, toothbrush
and toothpaste (brush puppy teeth after
4 or 5 months), shampoo, dog wipes

House Cleaner for Accidents
FAVORITE
TREAT:
turkey dog
treats

Grannick’s Bitter Apple

This taste deterrent will prevent teething
puppies from chewing table legs or a
favorite pair of heels. Singer advises not
to be heavy-handed, saying, “You don’t
use it unless you have to.”

Pet Hair Remover
Liquid Health K9 Glucosamine
Chondroitin Supplement, especially if

✃

GENDER:
male
AGE: 5
BREED:
yellow
Labrador
retriever

HANDLER:
Detective
Nick
Piqueras,
bomb
technician

Treats, plus Special Training Treats,

you’ve adopted an older dog, to help with
joints and mobility as they age.
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TO THE 2022 HONOREES!

2022

Join Westchester Magazine as we celebrate these extraordinary individuals in the
healthcare industry at the 9th Annual Healthcare Heroes Luncheon.

SALOMON
AMAR, DDS, PHD

STACEY
DAVIS, BSN, RN

JIM
DWYER, MD

SUSAN
FOX

NITIN
GUPTA, MD

KAREN
MCCOY, RRT

RENU C.
MITAL, MD

ALVIN
MOYER, MD

LORI SOLOMON,
MD, MPH

DEREK H. SUITE,
MD, MS

RAFAEL E.
TORRES, MD

GREGORY
VEILLETTE, MD

SAVE THE DATE!

Healthcare Heroes Luncheon

MAY 12, 2022

11:30am-2pm | Mulino’s at Lake Isle, Eastchester, NY
For more info and tickets, go to westchestermagazine.com/healthcareheroes
PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

For sponsorship opportunities call 914-345-0601 x. 138 or email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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MENU | DINING OUT

PREVIEW

Fine & French
A beet-and-endive salad with Granny Smith apples, roasted hazelnuts, and ricotta salata, and dressed in a truffle vinaigrette
can begin your contemporary French meal at La Crémaillère, the Bedford restaurant that has reopened with a new,
well-pedigreed chef and new management. See what else is new at this more accessible
(e.g., jackets not required) iteration of fine dining on the next page.
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menu

Clockwise from left: aromatic butter-poached Maine lobster
over glazed salsify and leeks with sauce verte; cote de boeuf
for two, a Thursday-evening special; seared diver scallops with
tangerine emulsion, fennel confit, tarragon, and dill

PREVIEW

La Crémaillère

46 Bedford-Banksville Rd, Bedford
914.234.9647
lacremny.com

PHOTOS BY ALICE CARTELLI

F

or nearly six decades, the name La Crémaillère was on the
short list for Westchester’s foodies and in the Rolodexes of
old-school connoisseurs of classic French fare throughout the
Tristate area and beyond. Legal issues and COVID forced a two-year
closure, but earlier this year, the business reopened its historic doors
with a new chef, the same intimate, European decor, and a fresh approach to the hallmarks of quintessential French cooking and dining.
Leading the charge as executive chef is the young, passionate Thomas Burke, who didn’t attend culinary school but rather
learned his trade trial-by-fire-style, starting with a pact he made
with himself as a teen. “I committed to working for the best chefs
in the country,” he says.
Youthful determination coupled with natural talent put him
on the fast track to an executive sous chef position — at the tender age of 18 — at Purdy’s Farmer & the Fish. He then did time
in the Michelin-starred kitchens of Le Bernardin and Napa’s The
French Laundry, and most recently was executive chef at Willow in
Rhinebeck, part of the Charlie Palmer Collective.
At La Crémaillère, Burke serves “cuisine you expect at a classic
French restaurant but with seasonally driven ingredients and applied classical French techniques presented in a modern way.” This
translates to first-course staples of steak tartare, leeks vinaigrette,
foie gras, escargot, and sweetbreads in surprising culinary harmony
with black-truffle risotto (truffles shaved tableside) and a watercress salad with slivers of fruit timed to the season.
Standard mains of duck breast à l’orange and steak au poivre
(via a Niman Ranch strip, dry-aged for 32 days and served in that
special, often-elusive place between medium-rare and medium)
complement contemporary American dishes prepared with
French flair: luscious pork belly, pappardelle with a lamb ragu,

and Burke’s personal fave, poached Maine lobster. A mood-lifting
amuse bouche strikes a uniform opening note, much like the ginand bourbon-centric craft-cocktail list that paves the way for a
fruity French Pinot Noir.
“COVID brought a lot of young people and families from
Manhattan, Brooklyn, and San Francisco to the area who didn’t
know La Crémaillère,” says Burke, “so we’re trying to show them
what the new Crémaillère is.”
While the inner sanctum of the charming 1750 farmhouse
remains virtually unchanged — gleaming dark wood, shining
flagstone flooring, a cozily low, wood-beamed ceiling, roaring
fireplace, and walls adorned with sketches of peasants in provincial
attire — the dress code is no more. “Jackets are no longer required,”
says general manager Bruce Levinson. “We’ve got guys coming in
in jeans now. But they’re $300 jeans.” Napkin on the lap, for sure,
for a meal-ending Meyer lemon parfait with rosemary-infused
blueberry coulis or the transcendent, timeless chocolate soufflé.
—Michelle Gillan Larkin
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WE ARE ON
UBER EATS

TACO TUESDAYS
JOIN US EVERY TUESDAY FOR UNLIMITED TACOS!!*

$

24

Unlimited
Tacos

$

5

Coronas

$

10

Margaritas

Pickup, Curbside Pickup &
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

30

$

Online Ordering Now Available

Margaritas
Pitchers

TAKE OUT MARKET NOW OPEN
Happy Hour 4-7pm

AVAILABLE ALL DAY

Brunch Saturday and Sunday!

*Tacos will be served in increments of 2
DINE IN ONLY – NO TAKE AWAY

Private setting for large gathering available

“Best Southern Restaurant”
– Readers Pick 2021

Best Rice Balls – Editors Pick 2021
Best Pizza – Readers Pick 2021

2021

2020

2021

WE ARE ON UBER EATS, DOORDASH!
Pickup, Curbside Pickup & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!
Happy Hour 3-7pm • Brunch Saturday and Sunday!
39 Marble Ave., Pleasantville, NY
914.618.3355 • www.southern-table.com
_southerntable_ • #birdlife

NEW OUTDOOR STRUCTURE NOW OPEN!

AD southern table FP.indd 73

59 Marble Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY
914.747.2611

118 Brook Street,
Scarsdale, NY
914.722.4854

www. woodandfirepizza.com
Woodandfirepizza • #gotwood

NEW OUTDOOR STRUCTURE COMING SOON!

3/23/22 10:42 AM
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TABLE MATTERS

Dining Scene
News & Notes
In the space that was previously James
Joyce Public House is now Archie Grand
(166B Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains;
914.861.0400; archiegrandwp.com), a
NYC-style gastropub owned in part by Rory
Dolan of Rory Dolan’s in Yonkers. Starters on
Executive Chef CJ Barroso’s menu include
Parmesan doughnuts with pear mostarda;
a golden beet salad with blood orange and
burrata; and Spanish octopus. Among the
main-plate options are ricotta gnudi with
braised veal meatballs; roasted chicken
with sunchokes and Swiss chard; and a
Brussels sprout pizza with mozzarella,
provolone, and pancetta.

FARE WELL

The Daily Grind
White Plains distributor brings Costa Rican coffee and cocoa to
Westchester and beyond BY ABBE WICHMAN
sweet fruits in the dark roast. Chacon
says, “We source beans from different
altitudes and areas, and that comes
through in the taste.” A light roast is
slated to be released next year.
For those who want instant coffee
with superior quality, in 2020 El Gusto
released single-use drip coffee bags.
Chacon says it’s similar to the convenience of a tea bag but with different
technology — the sachets of coffee are
infused with nitrogen and keep fresh
for up to 18 months.
For non-coffee drinkers, there’s a
line of Costa Rican cocoa. There are
four items available: a dark chocolate;
the classic, which is the sweetest in
the assortment; a cocoa powder; and
a sugar-free option, sweetened with
monk fruit, which Chacon says is considered to be a superfood.
In Westchester, El Gusto products
are available at such stores as Mt. Kisco
Farm, Rye Country Store, and New
Rochelle Farms. Additionally, they can
be purchased through Amazon.

Archie Grand’s ricotta gnudi
with braised veal meatballs

House-made potato chips and dip start
the dining experience at the new Company
Chophouse & Grill (7 Madison Ave,
Larchmont; 914.341.1171; companychophouse.
com), in the space that once housed
Madison Kitchen. On the menu: burrata with
blood orange and shishito peppers; a wild
mushroom and whipped ricotta flatbread;
shrimp tacos dressed in ginger soy aioli; a
veal chop Parmesan; and a 20-oz cowboy
rib-eye. Approximately one dozen cocktails
are on offer, including the Victory Leaf, with
35mg CBD oil, strawberry, fresh lime, agave,
and club soda.
Southern-fried and steamed fish (fresh,
never frozen) is the specialty at Off the
Hook (47 N Broadway, Yonkers; 914.457.3371;
offthehookfreshfishandchips.com). Expect
big portions and desserts made in-house.
There is an original location in Haverstraw.

EL GUSTO PHOTO COURTESY OF COSTA RICA ORIGINAL COFFEE INC.
ARCHIE GRAND PHOTO BY JOHN BRUNO TURIANO

S

eeing a market for Costa Rican
coffee and cocoa that adhere
to sustainable and organic
practices, Oscar Chacon, president
and owner of Costa Rica Original
Coffee Inc., launched the El Gusto
Foods brand in 2010. The distributor,
based in White Plains, has been rolling
out new products through the years
as the coffee-drinking public grows
increasingly
knowledgeable
and
discerning.
“Over the years, I’ve met a growing
number of consumers who have traveled to Costa Rica and know about the
great value and quality of our product,”
Chacon says. The brand offers four distinct coffee types, each demonstrating
its terroir, or the characteristics of the
environment in which it’s produced.
Customers can taste different notes
from the coffees. There are chocolate
notes in the San Marcos beans, citrus
notes from the wild naranjilla fruit
in the San Ramon blend, malt tones
in the espresso, and chocolate and
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The eight-location (mostly North Jersey)
Ani Ramen (aniramen.com) has recently
grown to 10, as the ramen-specialty eatery
expanded to Larchmont (1943 Palmer Ave)
and Tarrytown (5 Main St) in April. Bao
buns, donburi rice bowls, miso-sake wings,
karaage (boneless Japanese-style fried
chicken), and five ramen bowls are among
the menu items.
Chef Brian Lewis of OKO (Westport and
Rye) and The Cottage (Westport) debuted
a second location of the latter in March (49
Greenwich Ave, Greenwich; 203.769.1220;
thecottage.kitchen/greenwich). The menu
features seasonal New American cuisine,
such as Wagyu beef brisket steam buns,
duck fried rice, house-made pasta, miso
black cod crêpe, and foie gras and duck
sausage.
Try a cone or cup at the small-batch Lost
Borough Ice Cream (40 N Broadway, Yonkers;
914.810.4604; lostboroughicecream.com).
Blueberry crumble; lemon pie; lavender honey
with candied walnuts; vanilla chamomile;
Jamaican grape nut; and chai with turmeric,
cinnamon, nutmeg, cardamom, and allspice
are some of the flavors to expect.
Chef Dean Vivolo is celebrating his 20th
anniversary of owning Trattoria Vivolo
(301 Halstead Ave, Harrison; 914.835.6199;
trattoriavivolo.com). The 70-seat regional-

Patio dining (weather permitting).
Takeout and Delivery.

Italian restaurant serves such signature
dishes as wild boar ragu gnocchi, veal-stuffed
agnolotti, wild Mediterranean sea bass for
two, and jumbo whole prawns topped with
breadcrumbs. The CIA-trained chef worked at
Il Montova Del Lago in Rome, San Domenico
in Manhattan, and La Panetiere in Rye before
opening his Harrison restaurant.
Plant-based eatery Green & Tonic
(Rye Brook, plus four Fairfield County
locations; 914.305.4525; greenandtonic.

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF KATONAH

com) has partnered with Dr. Bob Arnot,
former medical correspondent for NBC
News and internal medicine doctor, to
launch Supr Brew, an organic, non-GMO,
Colombian high-polyphenol coffee
(polyphenols are compounds that make
coffee anti-inflammatory) roasted in
Vermont. According to Arnot, drinking
high-polyphenol coffees can boost mood,
performance, and overall health.
—John Bruno Turiano
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Our classic-modern café serves fresh,
cooked-to-order meals in a familiar café setting.
Sit at our counter, table or booth and
let us serve you with our famous pancakes,
smoke salmon toast, and more.

63 KATONAH, KATONAH, NY • 914.488.9700
INFO@THEJAYSTREETCAFE.COM
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dining out
KEY TO SYMBOLS
$ Average entrée $14 or less
$$ Average entrée between $15 and $21
$$$ Average entrée between $22 and $27
$$$$ Average entrée $28 or more
TOP Top Restaurant from our

29

December 2017 cover feature

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
Reviewers judge restaurants in three categories:
Food, Service, and Atmosphere. Reviewers dine
anonymously and make at least two visits.

★★★★ Excellent ★★★ Good ★★ Average ★ Poor
Prices, hours, and specialties are provided by the
restaurants and are subject to change. Calling to
confirm days and hours is recommended. Restaurants
accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted.
Some of the restaurants in this guide are Westchester
Magazine advertisers.

Ardsley
BELLA’S TRATTORIA Italian $$
Gourmet and thin-crust pizzas are served alongside
traditional down-home Italian classics in a warm,
welcoming, family-friendly setting, where the
house-made cheesecake is among the best the county
has to offer. 473 Ashford Rd, Ardsley; 914.693.9122;
bellastrattoria.com
LA CATENA Italian $$$
The menu at this white-tablecloth Italian restaurant
features classic Italian antipasti, pastas, and entrées, plus
homemade desserts. 871 Saw Mill River Rd, Ardsley;
914.231.9260; lacatenaardsley.com

TOP

L’INIZIO Italian $$$$
Husband-wife team Scott and Heather
Fratangelo run the kitchen at this Modern
Italian restaurant serving creative appetizers and some
of the county’s best pastas. 698 Saw Mill River Rd,
Ardsley; 914.693.5400; liniziony.com

29

THE SHOP ARDSLEY American $$
Proffering an innovative hybrid concept, this beloved
Ardsley gem serves breakfast and lunch during the day,
transforming into a full-service New American restaurant
at night, complete with a top-notch bar program.
Rotisserie and fried-chicken meals are finger-licking
highlights. 711 Saw Mill River Rd, Ardsley; 914.591.4321;
theshopardsley.com

Armonk
AMORE Italian $$
The Mazzotta family creates simple Italian dishes — brickoven-style pizza, traditional pastas — in downtown
Armonk. The outdoor terrace, with its nearby stream and
working garden, is one of the county’s most scenic dining
spots. 1 Kent Pl, Armonk; 914.273.3535; amorearmonk.com

BEEHIVE RESTAURANT Continental $$$
Set in a modern country house with an open kitchen, this
restaurant offers comfort fare along with Greek and
Continental specialties, and a popular daily breakfast.
Outdoor seating available. 30 Old Rte 22, Armonk;
914.765.0688; beehive-restaurant.com
CASA TEQUILA COCINA & BAR Mexican $$$
Traditional Latin/Mexican fare (from street tacos and
rice bowls to entrées of steak and shrimp ranchero) is
served with gourmet flare amid hand-painted murals
and more than 100 tequilas and mezcals. 465 Main St,
Armonk; 914.219.5777; casatequilany.com

TOP

FORTINA Italian/Pizza $$
This mini-empire of buzzy wood-fired restaurants (with an additional location in Stamford)
serves expertly roasted vegetables, fresh pastas, and
thin-crust pizzas (try the truffle-topped Luigi Bianco).
17 Maple Ave, Armonk; 914.273.0900; 136 S Ridge St, Rye
Brook; 914.937.0900; 10086 N Broadway, Yonkers;
914.358.3595; fortinapizza.com

29

KOKU Japanese $$$
The sleek sushi bar at KOKU offers an extensive
selection of sashimi and rolls, including weekly specials
from Tokyo’s famous Tsukiji Fish Market. 454 Main St,
Armonk; 914.730.0077; kokujapanese.com
MACELLERIA ARMONK ITALIAN STEAKHOUSE
Italian/Steakhouse $$$$
Wine bottles adorn the walls and window sills in this new
addition where Kitchen 273 once stood, with traditional
Italian specialties, pastas, seafood, steaks, and chops, plus
a finely curated wine list. (Sister spot in Pelham opened in
2019.) 111 Bedford Rd, Armonk; 914.219.5728;
macelleriaarmonk.com

TOP

MODERNE BARN New American $$$$
Natural, local ingredients are the focus at this
New American restaurant with Mediterranean
touches from the Livanos Restaurant Group (City
Limits Diner). 430 Bedford Rd, Armonk; 914.730.0001;
modernebarn.com

29

Bedford
BEDFORD 234 New American $$$
More than 20 local farms and purveyors supply the
ingredients for the globally inspired seasonal comfort
food served at this chic Bedford restaurant. Reservations
are not accepted. 635 Old Post Rd, Bedford; 914.234.5656;
bedford234.com
DINH DINH KITCHEN
Southeast Asian/American $$
Pho, bahn mi, and coconut curries are the quick and easy
standouts at this casual eatery with sleek, minimalist
decor, but don’t miss the handful of entrées, like the short
ribs with whipped yams and smoky carrots with lemon
zest. 740 N Bedford Rd, Bedford Hills; 914.772.1967;
dinhdinhkitchen.com
LA CRÉMAILLÈRE French $$$$
Nestled in a charming 1750 farmhouse, Chef Thomas
Burke (former executive chef for the Charlie Palmer
Collective and former executive sous chef at Purdy’s
Farmer & the Fish) serves classic French fare, including:
Long Island duck breast à l’orange and a 32-day dryaged Niman Ranch strip, aside contemporary American
dishes (try the black truffle risotto) prepared with
French flair. 46 Bedford-Banksville Rd, Bedford;
914.234.9647; lacremny.com

Briarcliff Manor
105-TEN BAR & GRILL American $$$
Like sister Urban Hamlet in Bronxville, 105-Ten offers
elevated burgers, sandwiches, and salads, with entrées of
lobster mac ’n’ cheese, braised short ribs, and
sesame-crusted ahi tuna tacos in a modern, upscale-pub
setting. 127 Woodside Ave, Briarcliff Manor; 914.236.3651;
105ten.com

SQUIRE’S Pub $$
Burgers and classic steaks are the thing to
order at this tavern, serving the local community since
1967. Amex credit cards only. 94 N State Rd,
Briarcliff Manor; 914.762.3376; squiresofbriarcliff.com

Bronxville

EDITED BY

Michelle
Gillan
Larkin

IL BACIO TRATTORIA Italian $$
At this longstanding neighborhood gem offering many
regional Italian specialties, the standouts include
fettuccine with crumbled sausage, shiitake mushrooms,
and ricotta salata; veal Milanese; pizza; and the everpopular panzanella salad. 1 Park Pl, Bronxville;
914.337.4100; ilbaciotrattoria.com
LA CASA BRONXVILLE Mexican $$$
At this upscale yet casual village space, seasonally
driven Mexican cuisine is sourced from local purveyors
and crafted by Puebla-raised Chef Victor “Erik” Lopez,
formerly of NYC’s Michelin-starred Casa Enrique. The
finely curated menu changes frequently and features
shareable small plates, entrées, elevated tacos (don’t
miss the carnitas), and house-made tortillas
nixtamalized from heirloom corn and ground with a
molino (mill). 7 Pondfield Rd, Bronxville; 914.222.9016;
lacasabronxville.com
ROSIE’S BISTRO ITALIANO Italian $$$
This always bustling, family-friendly corner spot serves up
traditional Italian favorites with a dash of flair (baked
clams with pancetta; short-rib ravs with mascarpone
drizzle; prosciutto di Parma-topped pizza) in a refined yet
welcoming setting. 10 Palmer Ave, Bronxville;
914.793.2000; rosiesbronxville.com

Chappaqua
TOP

CRABTREE’S KITTLE HOUSE
New American $$$$
Locally sourced ingredients star in seasonal
dishes offered in the formal dining room and elevated bar
food at the Old World Tap Room. The Grand Awardwinning wine cellar houses 40,000+ bottles. 11 Kittle Rd,
Chappaqua; 914.666.8044; crabtreeskittlehouse.com

29

IBIZA KITCHEN Spanish $ (tapas)/$$ (entrées)
Food ★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★ (07/19)
At this tapas-centric Chappaqua spot from the owners of
Ibiza Tapas in Danbury, the shareable small plates include
plenty of clearly designated vegan and vegetarian options.
Closed Mon. 76 King St, Chappaqua; 914.458.5044;
ibizakitchen.net

Cross River
BACIO TRATTORIA Italian $$$
Expect homemade pastas, fish dishes (e.g., seared Atlantic
salmon and boneless grilled trout), and salads at this
quaint eatery. Closed Mon. 12 North Salem Rd, Cross River;
914.763.2233; baciotrattoria.com

Croton-on-Hudson
OCEAN HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Self-taught chef Brian Galvin transformed a
tiny diner into this 30-seat, dinner-only
oyster bar and grill with an emphasis on New
England-style seafood dishes. Call after 4:30 p.m. for
same-day reservations. Closed Sun and Mon.
49 N Riverside Ave, Croton-on-Hudson; 914.271.0702;
oceanhouseoysterbar.com

TOP

29

140 GRAND American $$
Expect American cuisine focusing on house-smoked
meats, sandwiches of pork belly, brisket, and buttermilkbrined fried chicken, along with burgers that include one
topped with fig jam and another smothered in peanut
butter. 140 Grand St, Croton-on-Hudson; 914.271.1127;
140grand.com
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Dobbs Ferry
SUSHI MIKE’S Japanese $$
On the map for its special rolls (try the one stuffed with
shrimp and avocado, topped with smoked eel and
salmon), this always hopping neighborhood Japanese
also boasts authentic Sappora-style ramen and a
drool-worthy fried rice menu (lobster and bacon,
anyone?). 146 Main St, Dobbs Ferry; 914.591.0054;
sushimikes.com
THE BIT Gastropub $$$
With an ethos described as “a bit of everything for
everyone,” this Rivertown gastropub (formerly The Rare
Bit) offers a diverse menu of elevated comfort fare, from
popcorn cauliflower bites and burgers, to chicken tikka
masala, shrimp tacos, and house-made gnocchi, with
vegan and gluten-free options available, and specialty
cocktails to wash it all down. Closed Mon. 23 Cedar St,
Dobbs Ferry; 914.693.8000; thebitdf.com

TOP

C

THE COOKERY Italian $$$
This progressive Italian restaurant from Chef M
David DiBari serves some of the county’s most
creative fare, with an emphasis on pork, fresh pasta, andY
offal. Closed Mon. 39 Chestnut St, Dobbs Ferry;
CM
914.305.2336; thecookeryrestaurant.com

29
TOP

MY
THE PARLOR Pizza $$
The brick-and-mortar incarnation of the
CY
popular DoughNation pizza truck, here is where
you look for a selection of unique pizzas, featuring houseCMY
made ingredients, plus wood-fired appetizers, wine on
K
tap, and house-bottled cocktails. Closed Mon.
14 Cedar St, Dobbs Ferry; 914.478.8200; theparlordf.com

29

Eastchester
TOP

BURRATA Pizza $$
Some of the county’s best Neapolitan
pies come from this Eastchester pizzeria that’s
also home to excellent pasta and well-crafted cocktails.
425 White Plains Rd, Eastchester; 914.337.3700;
burratapizza.com

29

GIGANTE RESTAURANT & BAR New American $$$$
From the same group that brought us Mulino’s of
Westchester, Gigante serves up Italian-influenced, New
American cuisine. Closed Mon. 660 White Plains Rd,
Eastchester; 914.961.1001; giganterestaurant.com
PIPER’S KILT Pub $
A county institution, this classic pub serves cold pints,
ethereal onion rings, and pretty-near-perfect burgers.
Kitchen open daily until midnight. 433 White Plains Rd,
Eastchester; 914.779.5772; piperskilt.com

Hartsdale (914) 437-9168
361 N Central Ave. Hartsdale, NY

TOP

POLPETTINA Italian $$
On the menu: eggplant chips with wildflower
honey, thin-crust and grandma-style pizza, and
pasta in truffle carbonara or white Bolognese. 102 Fisher
Ave, Eastchester; 914.961.0061; polpettina.com

29

Elmsford
RAASA Indian $$
Translating to the “essence of life,” RaaSa offers Indian
cuisine from New Delhi native Chef Peter Beck. Dishes
include tandoori shrimp, korma lazeez (grilled chicken
simmered in saffron cashew sauce), and murgh anarkali
(ground chicken patties in green masala sauce). 145 E
Main St, Elmsford; 914.347.7890; raasany.com

Sapori of Scarsdale

Sapori of White Plains

Mediterranean Cuisine Restaurant & Bar

Italian Restaurant & Bar

2 Chase Road • Scarsdale, NY
914.874.5316 • Saporiofscarsdale.com

324 Central Ave • White Plains, NY
914.684.8855 • Saporiofwhiteplains.com

SHIRAZ KITCHEN Persian $$$
Named for the Iranian city, Shiraz serves dishes
representative of the region, including saffron chicken
kebab and rainbow trout with dill-and-fava-bean
basmati rice. Closed Mon. 83 E Main St,
Elmsford; 914.345.6111; shirazkitchen.com
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Harrison

Hawthorne

THE GREEKISH Mediterranean $$-$$$
From Chef Constantine Kalandranis, who has
transformed 273 Kitchen (Harrison) and 8 North
Broadway (Nyack), come a duo of meze and ouzo bars
offering Greek-style tapas, including dips, cheeses, hot
and cold vegetables, pita, and more — at an affordable
price point. 273 Halstead Ave, Harrison; 914.732.3333; 8 N
Broadway, Nyack; 845.353.1200; thegreekish.com/harrison

THREE LITTLE PIGS BBQ Barbecue $
Marc Mazzarulli, formerly of Opus 465 and Marc Charles
Steakhouse in Armonk, is the chef of this ’cue joint
serving dry-rubbed meats and classic sides. Mazzarulli
also runs catering company Wild Westchester BBQ.
Closed Sun and Mon. 481 Commerce St, Hawthorne;
914.747.2480; threelittlepigsbbqofhawthorne.com

WELLINGTON’S GRILL American $$$
Three cuts of prime rib are among the specialties at
this Harrison stalwart. Expect other American
standards, too, like burgers, dry-rubbed ribs, and fresh
lobster rolls. 110 Halstead Ave, Harrison; 914.315.1532;
wellingtonsgrill.com

Hartsdale
GRANITA CUCINA & BAR Italian $$$
This restaurant from Eight Ten Hospitality Group offers
Modern Italian fare, including fresh pasta, wood-fired
pizza, and entrées like branzino and pork Milanese. 202 E
Hartsdale Ave, Hartsdale; 914.725.8420; granitany.com
O MANDARIN Chinese $$
Food ★★ Service ★★ Atmosphere ★★★ (03/18)
Crispy-skinned Peking duck, scallion bubble pancakes,
and thousand-layer tofu, are among the menu highlights
at this 2019 Best of Westchester-winning Mandarin
restaurant with transporting interior design. 361 N Central
Ave, Hartsdale; 914.437.9168; omandarin.com
PAS-TINA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$
For more than 25 years, family-owned Pas-Tina’s has
been offering Italian fare in a warm environment. The
menu features an extensive pasta list, chicken (try the
chicken Tina), veal, and seafood dishes, and housemade desserts.155 S Central Ave, Hartsdale;
914.997.7900; pas-tinas.com
VEGA MEXICAN Mexican $$
In this modern space, expect traditional Mexican dishes,
like tacos, chimichangas, fajitas, and burritos. Signature
meals include chili rellenos and carnitas. 189 E Hartsdale
Ave, Hartsdale; 914.723.0010; vegamexican.com

Hastings-on-Hudson
BORO6 Wine Bar $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★ (05/17)
Inspired by trips to Italy, restaurant vet Paul Molakides
and Jennifer Aaronson (formerly an editor for Martha
Stewart) opened this enoteca, with more than 30 wines
by the glass and light, simple plates. Closed Mon.
549 Warburton Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.231.9200;
boro6winebar.com
HARVEST ON HUDSON Italian $$$$
Boasting stellar Hudson River views, this elegant
restaurant offers traditional Italian fare. The menu
includes seafood towers, Hudson Valley rabbit
scarpariello, and risotto made with spicy sausage,
shrimp, and caciocavallo. 1 River St, Hastings-on-Hudson;
914.478.2800; harvesthudson.com

TOP

SAINT GEORGE French $$$$
At this contemporary French bistro from Chef
Chris Vergara (Harper’s in Dobbs Ferry), don’t
miss the all-French wine list and absinthe fountain.
Closed Mon. 155 Southside Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson;
914.478.1671; saintgeorgebistro.com

29

SAKURA GARDEN JAPANESE Japanese $$
Find authentic Japanese at this Rivertown gem, offering
high-quality hibachi, sushi, sashimi, and more.
531 Warburton Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.478.1978;
sakurahastings.com

TRAMONTO Italian $$$
This Hawthorne mainstay located right off the Saw Mill
River Parkway offers a selection of pasta, pizza, salad,
and dinners like short ribs braised in pomegranate juice,
veal marsala, and brick-pressed roasted chicken. 27 Saw
Mill River Rd, Hawthorne; 914.347.8220; tramontos.com

Irvington
TOP

CHUTNEY MASALA Indian $$
The popular Indian bistro from Chef Navjot
Arora boasts a menu that features tried-andtrue options, like a myriad of curries. 76 Main St, Irvington;
914.591.5500; chutneymasala.com

29

HUDSON PRIME STEAKHOUSE Steakhouse $$$$
From the Ardsley couple behind Divino Cucina Italiano
(Hastings-on-Hudson) comes this welcome addition
to the Rivertown dining scene, boasting an in-house
butcher, Prime cuts from Hunt’s Point Market (dry-aged
in-house), ocean-fresh seafood, house-made desserts,
and a big-name, international wine list, all served with
downhome Albanian hospitality. 5 N Buckhout St,
Irvington; 914.231.6800; hudsonprimesteakhouse.com

TOP

MIMA VINOTECA Italian $$$$
The owners of Zuppa in Yonkers run this trattoria
serving Italian “home cooking” and some of the
county’s best salumi. 20 wines offered by the glass.
63 Main St, Irvington; 914.591.1300; mimarestaurant.com

29
TOP

MP TAVERNA Greek $$$
Michael Psilakis is the award-winning executive
chef at this Modern Greek restaurant in
Irvington. Traditional roasted whole lamb, goat, suckling
pig, and more available with five-days’ notice.
1 Bridge St, Irvington; 914.231.7854; mptaverna.com

29

SAMBAL Thai/Malay $$
Chef-owner Navjot Arora operates this Southeast Asian
restaurant with a handful of Malaysian plates and
unobstructed Hudson River views. 4 W Main St, Irvington;
914.478.2700; sambalny.com

Katonah
THE JAY STREET CAFÉ All-Day Café $$
Self-described as a classic-modern all-day diner, this cozy,
casual downtown spot serves creative, must-try dishes like
cornbread French toast, a Reuben quesadilla, falafel burger,
and quinoa bowls, plus milkshakes (have a boozy one!),
beer, wine, and craft cocktails. Closed Mon.; Dinner served
Fri. only. 63 Katonah Ave, Katonah; 914.488.9700;
thejaystreetcafe.com
LE FONTANE RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Italian comfort classics and elevated specials, including
house-made and imported pastas, plus New Zealandsourced grass-fed meats, are served in welcoming,
comfortable surrounds at this family-owned-andoperated neighborhood fave. 137 Somerstown Tpk,
Katonah; 914.232.9619; lefontanerestaurant.com
PEPPINO’S RISTORANTE Northern Italian $$$
Lots of regulars come to this family-owned (since 1991)
restaurant to sit at candlelit tables and dine on dishes like
veal Sorrentino and steak pizzaiola. 116 Katonah Ave,
Katonah; 914.232.3212; peppinosristorante.com
THE WHITLOCK New American $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★★ ½ (02/18)
Seasonal, locally sourced fare, including silky pastas,
bone-marrow-laced French onion soup, and crispy pork

belly is the name of the game at this neighborhood
restaurant. Closed Mon. 17 Katonah Ave, Katonah;
914.232.8030; thewhitlockny.com

Larchmont
BILLY & PETE’S BURGER BAR American $$
Sister to nearby (but slightly off-the-beaten) Billy & Pete’s,
this cozy downtown newcomer offers a design-your-ownburger concept with about a dozen toppings, plus draft
beers and cocktails to wash it all down. 2118 Boston Post
Rd, Larchmont; 914.341.1534; billyandpetes.com/burgerbar
BILLY & PETE’S SOCIAL American/Pizza $$
The mission at B&P’s is “honest food and great drinks”
centered around Detroit-style and grilled pizza, salads,
cast-iron meatballs, and handcrafted cocktails. Don’t
miss the mini-doughnuts on the weekends. 112 Myrtle
Blvd, Larchmont; 914.909.5289; billyandpetes.com
CHRISTOPHER’S BY CHEF JOE Steakhouse $$$$
In the space that local fave La Riserva occupied for more
than four decades, dry-aged steaks, chops, and seafood
(including two-pound lobsters) are presented with
Italian and Japanese influences and pair with
handcrafted cocktails or an order from the lengthy wine
list. 2382 Boston Post Rd, Larchmont; 914.878.8749;
christophersbychefjoe.com

TOP

CORIANDER MODERN INDIAN Indian $$$
This stylish restaurant features locally sourced
ingredients and bold Indian flavors, plus craft
beer and organic wines. Closed Mon. 154 Larchmont Ave,
Larchmont; 914.235.1306; corianderny.com

29
TOP

DURIAN Thai $$$
Named for the pungent Asian fruit, Durian
serves authentic Thai cuisine (less sticky
sugar, more bright acidity) featuring lesser-known
ingredients, such as sweet sticky rice with its namesake
fruit. Closed Mon. 147 Chatsworth Ave, Larchmont;
914.833.1900; durianthaifood.com

29

LA LA TAQUERIA Taqueria $
Enjoy tacos, quesadillas, and margs at this Los Angelesstyle taqueria, which features communal picnic tables
and a chill ambience. Closed Mon. 150 Larchmont Ave,
Larchmont; 914.834.2244; lalataquerialarchmont.com
VINTAGE 1891 KITCHEN American $$$
This Larchmont eatery offers vegan options, fish dishes
like lobster paella, meat dishes including Cabernetbraised beef short ribs, and house-made desserts.
Closed Mon-Wed. 2098 Boston Post Rd, Larchmont;
914.834.9463; vintage1891kitchen.com

Mamaroneck
BABY DUKE’S SEAFOOD & STEAKS Cajun $$$
This Cajun newcomer, housed in the longtime Lum Yen
space, offers catfish nuggets, East Coast oysters, seafood
boils, surf and turf, smothered pork chops, po’ boys, and
house-made, Southern-style desserts (pecan pie, Key
lime pie, peach cobbler). 100 W Boston Post Rd,
Mamaroneck; 914.698.6881; babydukeskitchen.com
IL CASTELLO Mediterranean/Italian $$$
Expect homemade pastas and elaborate table
presentations at this Italian restaurant, located a stone’s
throw from the Mamaroneck Metro-North Station. Prixfixe $20.95 lunch. Closed Mon. 576 Mamaroneck Ave,
Mamaroneck; 914.777.2200; ilcastello.us
LE PROVENÇAL BISTRO French $$$
This bistro seating 80 serves French classics like duck
confit, beef Bourguignon, and venison medallions. Save
room for the crème brûlée and tarte Tatin. 436
Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck; 914.777.2324;
provencalbistro.com
MODERN ON THE RAILS Italian $$$
The owners of Modern in New Rochelle put their own
spin on Italian stalwarts (Wagyu beef meatballs,
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chipotle calamari) at this 140-seat restaurant in the
space that was formerly Club Car. 1 Station Plz,
Mamaroneck; 914.777.9300; modernontherails.com
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Rye & Manhattan
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NONNA CAROLA Italian $$$$
Food★★★ Service★★★½ Atmosphere★★★½ (02/20)
This high-class Italian restaurant boasts exemplary
service and flavorful dishes, like pappardelle
Bolognese and cauliflower arrosto. Closed Mon.
211 Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck, 914.899.3130;
nonnacarola.com

Mount Kisco
BADAGEONI GEORGIAN KITCHEN Georgian $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (04/20)
For flavorful cuisine typical of a country that straddles
the border between Europe and Asia, check out this
Mount Kisco eatery. Try the adjaruli, a traditional
open-faced cheese boat, and the stewed lamb dish,
chakapuli. 26-28 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.864.1666;
badageonigeorgiankitchen.com
EXIT 4 FOOD HALL Eclectic $$
The food-hall trend thrives in Mount Kisco, with 11
stations, serving everything from wood-fired pizzas to
barbecue to sushi (plus craft beers and nitro coffee at
X4 on Tap). 153 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.241.1200;
exit4foodhall.com
LOCALI Italian $$
From the Village Social Restaurant Group (Pubstreet,
Village Social) comes this Italo-centric spot. Try the
fusilli à la vodka or Snake Oil pizza (San Marzano
tomatoes, capicola, fior di latte). Closed Mon. 2 Kirby
Plz, Mount Kisco; 914.242.0100; localipizzabar.com/
mount-kisco-ny

2021

2021 Editors Pick for
“Best NYC Style Steakhouse Experience.”

@frankieandjohnniesrye
Frankie & Johnnie’s Steakhouse Rye

Outdoor Patio Available for Private Events
Take Out & Delivery Available

www.marianewrochelle.com

77 Purchase Street • Rye, NY
914-925-3900 • frankieandjohnnies.com

www.marianewrochelle.com

VILLAGE SOCIAL New American $$$
Chef Mogan Anthony serves wood-fired pizzas,
Asian-inflected appetizers, pasta, and sandwiches at
these buzzed-about eateries with popular bar scenes.
The Mount Kisco location has an outdoor patio. Rye
location closed Mon. 251 E Main St, Mount Kisco;
914.864.1255; 67 Purchase St, Rye; 914.612.4267;
villagesocialkb.com/mount-kisco-ny
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TOP

JOHNNY’S PIZZERIA Pizza $$
Open since the ’40s, Johnny’s old-school,
thin-crust pies are some of the best pizza
north of NYC. No slices; cash only. Closed Sun and Mon.
30 W Lincoln Ave, Mount Vernon; 914.668.1957;
johnnys1942.com

s Guide to
The 914 Insider’
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In Westchester
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DINING
Croatian, Persian,
and more
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RESTA

Where to have this
aromatic, complex,
and delicious cuisine
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General Tso's
Cauliflower Taco
from El Barrio in
Scarsdale
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Local farms, backyard
s,
veggie gardener
and country stores

Celebrating 30 Years of Excellence

MARIA RESTAURANT Italian $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(06/19)
From the owners of Fratelli and Pop’s Espresso Bar,
Maria offers Modern Italian fare, like gnocchi with oxtail
ragù and seared scallops in porcini agrodolce. Closed
Sun. 11 Huguenot St, New Rochelle; 914.636.0006;
marianewrochelle.com

NOMA SOCIAL Tapas $$$
In the lobby of the Radisson Hotel, this 125-seat
hotspot serves a menu of mostly small plates. Latenight dining until 2 a.m. Fri and Sat. 1 Radisson Plz,
New Rochelle; 914.576.4141; nomasocial.com

aces to Work

ONE-OF-A-KIN

New Rochelle
ALVIN & FRIENDS Southern/Caribbean $$$
This contemporary spot in downtown New Rochelle
serves Southern soul food with a Caribbean flair,
including a Best of Westchester-winning fried chicken
with braised collards. Live entertainment several nights
a week. Closed Mon. 14 Memorial Hwy, New Rochelle;
914.654.6549; alvinandfriendsrestaurant.com

ISSUE

THE

BUILDING MOR
E
AFFORDAB
LE HOUSING

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. • Dinner: Mon.-Sat.
Open Sundays for Private Parties
Four private rooms for 50-200 people
400 Main St, Port Chester, NY

914.937.2236 • albasrestaurant.com
Free Onsite Parking • Corporate Events • Birthdays

PLUS:

Spirited: LesserKnown Prime Wines

Trending: Bee Sweet
on Local Honey

Ever wonder what it would be
like to work for a magazine?
Find out! Intern with
Westchester Magazine!
We’re currently looking to
fill positions in the
following departments:
Art • Web • Sales • Editorial
Marketing • Production
For more information call us
at 914.345.0601.
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North Salem
TOP

ONE TWENTY ONE New American $$$$
This Beck Bolender venue brings a little contemporary flair to the area’s verdant farmland,
with a menu of locally sourced (many ingredients come
from the county) dishes. 2 Dingle Ridge Rd, North Salem;
914.669.0121; 121restaurant.com

29

PRIMAVERA Italian $$$$
Located in what was known as the 1864 House, this
white-tablecloth restaurant serves up fare like spinach
ravioli, gnocchi Bolognese, chicken scarp, and Australian
rack of lamb. 592 Rte 22, Croton Falls; 914.277.4580;
primaveraitalian.squarespace.com

TOP

PURDY’S FARMER & THE FISH
Seafood $$$$
Housed in a historic 18th-century farmhouse
and surrounded by four acres of terraced farmland that
supply the restaurant, Farmer & the Fish serves a
seafood-and-produce-heavy menu. 100 Titicus Rd, North
Salem; 914.617.8380; farmerandthefish.com/purdys

29

Ossining
CRAVIN JAMAICAN CUISINE Jamaican $
Offering breakfast, lunch, and dinner, Cravin serves up
authentic Jamaican cuisine. Dishes include escovitch
fish, curry goat, oxtail, fried chicken, various jerk
offerings, and Rasta Pasta. 109 Main St, Ossining;
914.432.7776; cravinjc.com
MELIKE TURKISH CUISINE Turkish $$
Expect fresh Turkish cuisine here, with locally sourced
ingredients. Mains include eggplant moussaka, sautéed
lamb, and chicken with curry. Closed Mon. 121 Main St,
Ossining; 914.502.0651; melikeossining.com

Peekskill
APROPOS Mediterranean $$$$
Overlooking the Hudson and nestled within the 118-yearold walls of The Abbey Inn, this fine dining establishment
draws inspiration from the pasta makers of Italy and the
open-air markets of Spain, Greece, and Morocco, while
culling ingredients from its Hudson Valley backyard.
Executive Chef Jared Secor massages the menu
according to the seasons, but the one-pound short-rib
tomahawk is a standard and a can’t miss. Same goes for
the panna cotta. 900 Fort Hill Rd, Peekskill; 914.739.3546;
aproposrestaurant.com
FIN & BREW New American $$$$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★½ (03/19)
Captain Lawrence brewer Scott Vaccaro and Peekskill
restaurateurs John Sharp and Louie Lanza co-own this
riverfront restaurant serving a seafood-heavy menu at the
Charles Point entertainment complex. Closed Mon to Wed.
5 John Walsh Blvd, Peekskill; 914.788.4555; finandbrew.com

Pleasantville
TOP

LITTLE MUMBAI MARKET Indian $
With décor as exciting as the food, Little
Mumbai serves up crêpes and Indian fare in the
heart of Pleasantville. Try their pav bhaji and pair a
smoothie with a caramelized banana crêpe.
475 Bedford Rd, Pleasantville; 914.773.0500

29

SOUTHERN TABLE KITCHEN & BAR Southern $$
Get a taste of the down-home cooking you’d find south
of the Mason-Dixon line at this spot from the owners of
neighboring restaurant Wood & Fire. 39 Marble Ave,
Pleasantville; 914.618.3355; southern-table.com
WOOD & FIRE Italian $$
Neapolitan cuisine is the name of the game at this
family-run establishment, with a menu spanning salads,
pizzas, small plates, pastas, and mains.
59 Marble Ave, Pleasantville; 914.747.2611; 118 Brook St,
Scarsdale; 914.722.4854; woodandfirepizza.com

Pocantico Hills
TOP

BLUE HILL AT STONE BARNS
New American $$$$
Following a successful chef-in-residence 2021
program (slated to return later 2022), this veritable font
of fine farm-to-table dining has resumed regular
restaurant operations at dinnertime, Thursday to Sunday.
The bearer of two Michelin stars and noted among the
world’s 50 best restaurants, the kitchen sources
ingredients from surrounding local farms, with most
grown and raised on-site. The companion Stone Barns
Center hosts frequent agricultural, educational, and
culinary initiatives and events. 630 Bedford Rd, Pocantico
Hills; 914.366.9600; bluehillfarm.com

29

Port Chester
ALBA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Named after the town in Piedmont, Italy, this Port
Chester spot serves Italian American classics, like
chicken scarpariello, ravioli stuffed with spinach and
portobello mushrooms, and shrimp fra diavolo. Closed
Sun, except for private parties for 40 or more guests.
400 N Main St, Port Chester; 914.937.2236;
albasrestaurant.com

TOP

SALTAIRE OYSTER BAR AND
FISH HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Housed in a historic grain house and owned
by the Barnes family, this modern restaurant sources its
seafood daily for its refined plates and extensive raw
bar. 55 Abendroth Ave, Port Chester; 914.939.2425;
saltaireoysterbar.com

29

SERGIO’S SAW PIT Italian $$$
From Sergio Gashi, the chef-owner behind longstanding
Tutta Bella (Eastchester) and Sergio’s Ristorante
(Pelham), comes this new Northern Italian spot where
the pasta is house-made, the steaks, chops, chicken, and
fish are prepared with precision, and the customer is
always first. 25 S Regent St, Port Chester; 914.881.3220;
sergiosofportchester.com

TOP

SONORA Nuevo Latino $$$
Fans flock to Chef Rafael Palomino’s only
Westchester spot for his pan-Latino cuisine.
The bar area serves tacos and a vast selection of craft
tequila, and the paella is a popular pick in the dining
room. Closed Mon. 179 Rectory St, Port Chester;
914.933.0200; sonorarestaurant.net

29

TELLY’S TAVERNA Greek $$$
Food HHH Service HH½ Atmosphere HH½ (11/19)
Westchester’s sister restaurant to the Astoria mainstay,
the nautically decorated Telly’s Taverna offers Greek
specialties, including numerous seafood items. Try the
calamari, swordfish kebabs, lamb chops, and
spanakopita. 108 Abendroth Ave, Port Chester;
914.939.3333; tellystaverna.com

Pound Ridge
TOP

THE INN AT POUND RIDGE
BY JEAN-GEORGES New American $$$$
Expect seasonal ingredients (and the
occasional Asian flavor) from the kitchen at this 250seat, special-occasion restaurant from Jean-Georges
Vongerichten. 258 Westchester Ave, Pound Ridge;
914.764.1400; theinnatpoundridge.com

29

Purchase
TREDICI NORTH Italian $$$
Chef Giuseppe Fanelli runs the kitchen at this stylish
68-seat Italian eatery. Expect indulgent dishes like
mozzarella-stuffed meatballs and Kobe-beef ravioli with
truffles and brown butter. Closed Mon. 578 Anderson Hill
Rd, Purchase; 914.997.4113; tredicinorth.com

Rye
AVERNA ITALIAN STEAKHOUSE Steakhouse $$$$
Prime steaks (dry-aged for 28 days) are the showstopper
at this intimate and welcoming, white-tablecloth
restaurant, just off the main thoroughfare in Rye, where
glorious seafood towers, fish specials, and a rigatoni
Bolognese of Prime-aged ground meats share the
spotlight and pair seamlessly with signature cocktails, an
extensive wine list, and gracious Albanian hospitality.
17 Purdy Ave, Rye; 914.305.5330; avernasteakhouse.com
FRANKIE & JOHNNIE’S Steakhouse $$$$
Upscale steakhouse with a posh bar and lounge area
(with two NYC locations). Specialties include porterhouse
steak for two, dry-aged beef Bolognese, and lobster ravioli.
77 Purchase St, Rye; 914.925.3900; frankieandjohnnies.com
OKO Japanese $$$
Ingredients are sourced from local farms and Tokyo’s Tsukiji
fish market for Chef Brian Lewis’ menu. Hand rolls, sashimi,
bento boxes, and entrées like sticky ribs and Madeira-miso
glazed black cod are offered. Closed Sun and Mon. 29
Purchase St, Rye, 914.481.8660; okokitchen.com/location/rye
RAFELE RYE Italian $$$
Food ★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(12/18)
Naples-born chef Raffaele Ronca debuted this sister
restaurant of his West Village spot, offering Italian
cuisine like house-made pasta, grilled branzino, and
marinated lamb skewers. 26 Purchase St, Rye;
914.481.8417; rafelerye.com
RUBY’S OYSTER BAR & BISTRO Seafood $$$$
Part fine seafood establishment, part chic French bistro,
this Rye downtowner beckons with a full raw bar, eyepopping seafood towers, grilled Black Angus steak frites,
a dry-aged burger, and a glorious weekend brunch, all
enjoyed amid crimson banquets, beaded chandeliers,
and an authentic Parisienne zinc bar. 45 Purchase St, Rye;
914.921.4166; rubysoysterbar.com
RYE ROADHOUSE Cajun/Southern $$$
Tucked in a residential area of Rye, the Roadhouse is a
local institution known for its sweet-potato fries and
Cajun flavors, like the grilled or blackened meatloaf. Latenight dining Fri and Sat until 1 a.m. 12 High St, Rye;
914.925.2668; ryeroadhouse.com

Scarsdale
AKAI LOUNGE Japanese $$$
In the space formerly occupied by Lange’s of Scarsdale,
this contemporary restaurant boasts modern, inspired
Japanese cuisine with a menu of traditional (sushi,
sashimi, teriyaki) and nontraditional offerings (tuna
guacamole, lobster pizza, renegade rolls) paired with
sake and martinis. 57 Spencer Pl, Scarsdale; 914.722.2022;
akaiscarsdale.com
CAFÉ ALAIA Italian $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (06/18)
Vincenzo Alaia offers Southern Italian cuisine — eggplant
soufflé, branzino, and house-made pasta — in a cozy
space. Gluten-free pasta available upon request. Closed
Mon. 128 Garth Rd, Scarsdale; 914.725.3000; cafealaia.com
EASTCHESTER FISH GOURMET
Seafood $$$$ Owner Robert Pedott sources
fresh seafood daily from the Fulton Fish
Market for this fine-dining institution, its adjoining
market of fresh and prepared marine delights, and his
aptly named takeout counter, Go Fish. 837 White Plains
Rd, Scarsdale; 914.725.3450; eastchesterfish.com

TOP

29

EL BARRIO Mexican $$
High-brow Mexican street fare apps of pineapple-cucumber gazpacho and house-made guac with lobster
tease entrees like open-faced, brick-oven quesadillas
with braised short ribs, roasted chayote tacos, and a
tortilla-wrapped burger smothered in fig jam and Oaxaca
cheese. 185 Summerfield St, Scarsdale; 914.723.2600;
elbarriony.com
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To our long-time guests of Il Castello,
Lenny awaits you with the same service and quality
you have come to expect, now in Larchmont!
The perfect
location for your
special occasion.

Private party
room for events
up to 120 guests.
#1 Top 10 Diners
Choice Winner”
— Open Table

Lenny’s Seafood and Steakhouse, using only
the freshest of ingredients, features premium
dry-aged cuts of meat, line-caught seafood,
and house-made pastas and sauce to
create a memorable meal.

“Best Steaks”
— Westchester Magazine
January 2022

Featuring two full bars, two private dining
rooms, two fireplaces, and a private parking
lot with valet parking available.

2047 Boston Post Road
Larchmont, NY 10538

914.630.7800
lennyssteakhouse.com

Plenty of OUTDOOR DINING available

Get All of the
Latest Local
News & Updates
HERE AT

westchestermagazine.com
DAILY
NEWSLETTER

Westchester Today
VIP Newsletter

Rustic, flavorful &
fresh Italian comfort food
Lunch • Dinner • Bar • Private Parties • Event Space

Enjoy the Best Dining Al Fresco
Experience in Westchester

Sign up Today!

2021

FOLLOW US!

1 Kent Place, Armonk, NY • 914-273-3535 • amorearmonk.com
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We’re Proud to be
Voted Westchester’s

Best Wine
Store
I’m Blake, third
generation of the
Leonard family and
a certified Sommelier at Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits
of Yonkers. Come see
why we’ve been voted the Best
Wine Shop in Westchester for
three years. While you’re there,
here’s a few great BBQ picks
that will be a hit this Memorial
Day. Cheers!

MARK
MORRIS
DANCE
GROUP

FRI, MAY 13
THE GREAT GUITARS
THU, MAY 5 | JAZZ

MELANIE KRAUT

SAT, MAY 7 | BROADWAY & ROCK

NEW RESIDENCY

Cabernet Sauvignon
Paso Robles, CA

153 LIBRARY LANE, MAMARONECK

1298

GREAT WITH SEAFOOD:

EL BRAZO
Albarino
Spain

1498

$

GREAT WITH VEGGIES:

1598

KING’S FLOWER $
Rosé
Provence, France

“Come, let’s scatter
roses & pour wine
in the glass...”
-Hafez, Persian poet
Wine Tasting Nights

Sample wines from around the globe
accompanied by our award-winning
Persian/Mediterranean fare.

Very Good – The New York Times
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&

ui
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sin

Pe

Official Wine Partner of:

e

Best Persian Restaurant – Westchester Magazine

n

Me

diterranea

901 WOOD BURNING KITCHEN & BAR Italian $$
A new name (formerly Novecento), but the same
crowd-pleasing wood-burning pizza, plus salads, and
mains of pasta, steak, and fish. Closed Mon.
1410 E Main St, Shrub Oak; 914.743.1930;

n

HUDSON FARMER & THE FISH Seafood $$$$
The owners of Purdy’s Farmer & the Fish also operate
this 45-seat riverfront location serving steamers, pizzas
(try the white clam), and favorite dishes from the North
Salem original. 11 River St, Sleepy Hollow; 914.631.8380;
farmerandthefish.com/hudson

UNWINED KITCHEN Wine Bar $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(01/19)
From the owners of next door’s UnCorked Wines &
Spirits, UnWined Bar & Kitchen brings an urban vibe to
Somers, featuring small plates and more than 30 wines
by the glass. 80 Rte 6, Somers; 914.519.6190;
unwinednewyork.com

South Salem
THE HORSE & HOUND INN American $$$
Housed in an inn that dates back to 1749, this restaurant
has offered American and pub fare for more than two
decades. The menu includes sandwiches, soups, salads,
salmon and vegan burgers, and pasta. 94 Spring St,
South Salem; 914.763.3108; thehorseandhoundinn.com
LA VISTA RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Pasta, veal, chicken, salads, and homemade desserts
comprise the menu at this family-owned restaurant
that offers a dining room and bar and lounge area.
Closed Mon. 355 Smith Ridge Rd, South Salem;
914.533.2671; lavistaristorante.com

Tarrytown

Every other Wednesday
from 7 – 10pm in our wine bar.
Reservations Recommended.
Visit our website for details
Michelin Bib Gourmand Award — 2020 & 2021

1 Stew Leonards Drive
Yonkers, NY 10710
Shop at Yonkers.StewsWines.com
Have it Delivered or Pickup Curbside.
@stewswinesyonkers

Shrub Oak

Somers

EMELIN.ORG | 914.698.0098

STANDING GOAT $

SEA FLAME SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
Steakhouse $$$$
In an intimate space with 70 seats, this is a big-city style
steakhouse featuring dry-aged cuts, beautiful seafood
towers, homemade steak sauce and dressings, and an
impressive Cali/Italian-centric wine list. Vernon Place
Shops, 709 White Plains Rd, Scarsdale; 914.874.5366;
seaflamerestaurant.com

Sleepy Hollow

LEO KOTTKE

SAT, MAY 14|ACOUSTIC GUITAR VIRTUOSO

SUN, MAY 1 | ‘LIVES ENTWINED’
LEONARD BERNSTEIN, JOHN MUSTO,
GABRIELA LENA FRANK

GREAT WITH STEAK:

(Continued from previous page)

901woodburningkitchenbar.com

MUSIC FROM COPLAND HOUSE

BBQ
Picks

dining out

C

83 E. Main Street, Elmsford, NY
914-345-6111 • www.ShirazKitchen.com
Visit our NYC Location: 111 W 17th Street – 212-517-0840

GOOSEFEATHER Chinese $$$
From Chef Dale Talde comes this spot focusing on the
flavors of Hong Kong, offering dishes like scallion
pancakes, dry-aged beef potstickers, and char siu
Berkshire pork. Closed Mon. Tarrytown House Estate,
49 E Sunnyside Ln, Tarrytown; 914.829.5454;
goosefeatherny.com

TOP

MINT PREMIUM FOODS International $$
Foodies to the core, Alberta and Hassan Jarane
are the owners of this global foods emporium
that is part gourmet food shop (the front, including a
superior cheese selection) and part eclectic world-cuisine
restaurant (the back). Closed Mon. 19 Main St, Tarrytown;
914.703.6511

29

TOP

RIVERMARKET BAR AND KITCHEN
New American $$$$
This Rivertown favorite sources primarily
local, sustainable ingredients for its menu, awardwinning cocktails, and on-premises market. Offerings
include wood-fired pizza, seafood dishes, and
handmade pasta. 127 W Main St, Tarrytown;
914.631.3100; rivermarketbarkitchen.com

29
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(Continued from previous page)

THE CUBE INN Cuban $$
In a cozy, downtown setting, self-taught chef Bebe
Gonzalez dishes up empanadas, bocadillos (read:
sandwiches), and entrées, like ropa vieja and paella,
born from family recipes and a culmination of
Spanish, French, African, and Island influences.
22 Main St, Tarrytown; 914.372.7974; thecubeinn.net

Thornwood
GORDO’S NORTH American $$
Creative and satisfying American comfort fare of
flatbreads, pastas, ribs, hearty salads, sandwiches, and
burgers are served with a side of warm and friendly
hospitality at this welcoming, women-owned
neighborhood gem. 1006 Broadway, Thornwood;
914.579.2610; gordosnorth.com
RISOTTO Italian $$$
Expect dishes like chicken parm, seafood risotto, grilled
hangar steak, and cacio pepe (mixed in a giant cheese
wheel in front of you) at this cozy restaurant, headed up
by Kevin Oliveros of Brother’s Fish & Chips in Ossining.
Closed Mon, except by appointment. 788 Commerce St,
Thornwood; 914.769.6000; risotto-restaurant.com

Landscape and Interior Lighting Professionals
For 45 years, Design Lighting by Marks has been, and continues to be,
the Tri-State’s source of elegance and safety through well-lit homes no matter the weather,
thanks to the company’s brilliant home lighting and generator services.

designlightingbymarks.com
Call Now: 914.747.7777 / 203.967.4777
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Tuckahoe
ANGELINA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$$
At this Italian restaurant, expect pizza, specialty pasta,
chicken, and fish entrées. Don’t miss the signature
dish — spaghetti tossed in a wheel of Parmesan with
flamed Cognac. 97 Lake Ave, Tuckahoe; 914.779.7944;
angelinasoftuckahoe.com
GROWLERS BEER BISTRO Gastropub $$
This trackside neighborhood fave has reopened with
new owners, familiar pub grub like Pat LaFrieda
burgers, big salads, and sandwiches, with artisan
cocktails and a hundred rotating local craft brews to
wash it all down. 25 Main St, Tuckahoe; 914.793.0608;
growlersbeerbistro.com
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THE BARLEY HOUSE American $$
This popular Thornwood spot serves thoughtful
versions of classic sandwiches and bar snacks, plus
craft beers and cocktails. 665 Commerce St,
Thornwood; 914.495.3333; thebarleyhouseny.com

ODO Italian $$$
House-made bread, pastas (don’t miss the light-asair gnocchi), whole-fish entrées, and signature lamb
skewers served in a clay pot dominate the Abruzzocentric menu at this intimate 39-seat village hotspot,
where the special Sunday dinner event is a big draw
and a down-home Italian treat. 72 Main St, Tuckahoe:
914.222.9248; restaurantodo.com
THE TAP HOUSE Gastropub $$$
More than 70 craft and premium beers (14 on tap)
and handcrafted cocktails wash down Modern
American pub fare of braised short-rib sliders,
seared-tuna tacos, steak frites, pan-roasted chicken,
and a chargrilled burger on a brioche bun with
everything fries. 16 Depot Sq, Tuckahoe; 914.337.6941;
thetaphouseny.com

White Plains
TOP

ABERDEEN SEAFOOD & DIM SUM
Cantonese $$
Named after a harbor in Hong Kong, this
White Plains spot specializes in traditional Cantonese
cuisine and dim sum. Offerings include Chinese
eggplant, Peking duck, and sautéed conch. Closed
Tuesdays. 3 Barker Ave, White Plains; 914.288.0188;
aberdeenwhiteplains.com

29

914-615-9266

www.nyacuwellness.com

280 North Central Ave, Suite 310
Hartsdale, NY 10530
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BENJAMIN STEAK HOUSE Steakhouse $$$$
This 200-seat restaurant owned by ex-Peter Luger
staffers specializes in dry-aged steaks and chops.
(A second outpost is located in Midtown Manhattan.)
Closed Mon. 610 W Hartsdale Ave, White Plains;
914.428.6868; benjaminsteakhouse.com
CITY LIMITS DINER American $$
The upscale diner features traditional American dishes,
internationally inspired plates, and an array of
homemade desserts, plus a bar area with cocktails and
craft beer. Breakfast served all day. 200 Central Ave,
White Plains; 914.686.9000; citylimitsdiner.com
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EMMA’S ALE HOUSE Comfort Food $$
This Certified Green Restaurant specializes in comfortfood favorites like pot pie, braised short ribs, and the
famous Krispy Kreme bread pudding. Dinner only.
Closed Mon &Tues. 68 Gedney Way, White Plains;
914.683.3662; emmasalehouse.com

FOGO DE CHÃO BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE
Steakhouse $$$$
The architecturally noteworthy former Bank of New York
building is the setting for this upscale chain where 16+ cuts
of fire-roasted “churrasco” meat (rib-eye, sirloin, lamb
chops, spicy sausage, and more) are carved tableside as
patrons serve themselves from the Market Table of
seasonal soups, salads, vegetables, exotic fruits, imported
cheeses, smoked fish, and cured meats. 235 Main St,
White Plains; 914.687.8600; fogodechao.com
GRECA MEDITERRANEAN
BAR + KITCHEN Greek $$$$
Rustic, reimagined, elevated Greek cuisine is served at
this 150-seat, tri-level, glass-wrapped restaurant where
special attention by Chef Kosta Ndreu is given to core
ingredients, including yogurt that’s local and farm-fresh;
seafood (branzino, salmon) that’s wild-caught or
sustainably raised; and pearl-white feta imported from
the Greek countryside. 189 Main St, White Plains;
914.448.8800; greca-med.com/white-plains
KANOPI Fine Dining $$$$
Atop the Opus Hotel and inspired by his Portuguese
heritage, Kanopi is Chef Anthony Goncalves’ intimate
culinary experience, boasting a la carte and chef-led
tasting menus that marry old-world flavors with Hudson
Valley farm-fresh ingredients, accompanied by
breathtaking views. 1 Renaissance Sq, White Plains;
914.761.4242; kanopievents.com
LA BOCCA RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Regional Italian specialties (spaghetti alla chitarra, sliced
steak with balsamic and arugula) are the foundations of
the menu at this downtown spot. Gluten-free options
available. 8 Church St, White Plains; 914.948.3281;
laboccaristorante.com
LA BOTTE RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Food HHH Service HHH½ Atmosphere HH½ (08/20)
In a bright, casual space, wood-fired pizza, house-made
pasta, and mains like Berkshire pork chop, grilled branzino,
and Nordic cod are served. Closed Mon. 14 Martine Ave,
White Plains; 914.461.2950; labotteristorante.com
MULINO’S OF WESTCHESTER Italian $$$$
Classic Italian fare at this white-tablecloth restaurant
with stellar service, includes mushroom risotto,
tagliatelle alla Bolognese, Florida red snapper, and
thinly breaded veal. Save room for the cheesecake and
tiramisù. Closed Sun. 99 Court St, White Plains;
914.761.1818; mulinosny.com
ROYAL PALACE Indian $$
Expect all the standards like tandoori chicken, biryani,
and fragrant curries from this restaurant and caterer.
Lunch buffet offered every day; dinner buffet Mon to
Thurs. 77 Knollwood Rd, White Plains; 914.289.1988;
royalpalacecuisines.com

custom communications
Let’s create something your
audience will look forward to

custom publications • websites • annual reports • mobile applications
graphic design • event management • printing & direct mail • ad sales
Contact Rich Martinelli: 914.341.7100 | richard.martinelli@todaymediainc.com

todaymediainc.com
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ARTSWESTCHESTER’S

(Continued from previous page)

SAM’S OF GEDNEY WAY American $$$
This spacious hotspot from New York Hospitality Group
offers classic American fare, like burgers, salads,
braised short ribs, and lump crab cake. The restaurant
features a year-round patio and private dining areas are
available for parties. 52 Gedney Way, White Plains;
914.949.0978; samsofgedneyway.com

WHO
WRITES

SAPORI Italian $$$
Indoor or outdoor seating — including partially enclosed
booths tucked into brick-lined alcoves — is available at
this 160-seat Italian eatery. 324 Central Ave, White Plains;
914.684.8855; 2 Chase Rd, Scarsdale; 914.874.5316;
saporiofwhiteplains.com

HISTORY

TRE ANGELINA Northern Italian $$$
This cozy, white-tablecloth Italian joint proffers the
flavors of Northern Italy. Closed Mon. 478 Mamaroneck
Ave, White Plains; 914.686.0617; treangelina.com

On view
through July 3.
ArtsWestchester’s Gallery:

31 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains, NY

TVB BY: PAX ROMANA Itasonoralian $$
This White Plains spot brings a taste of Rome to
Westchester. Fresh pasta, like spaghetti alla carbonara,
and the uniquely Roman pinsa are not to be missed, but
save room for Nutella-filled bomboloni. 171 E Post Road,
White Plains; 914.831.3303; paxromanany.com

(photo credit: Lauren Sandler, Economies of Trade)

Yonkers
DOLPHIN Seafood $$$
The Rugova family runs this bilevel restaurant serving up
seafood, pasta, steaks, and big salads. A 100-seat patio
lends views of the Hudson River. Late-night menu Thurs
to Sat until 1 a.m. 1 Van Der Donck St, Yonkers;
914.751.8170; dolphinrbl.com

Become a Member today:

artsw.org/membership
SPONSORED BY:

PUBLIC PIZZA ITALIAN RESTAURANT & BAR
Italian $$$ Sister to Scarsdale’s Pizza & Brew and Via
Forno Wood Fired Pizza & Vinoteca, this Ridge Hill
addition from the Racanelli family of eateries offers every
Italian comfort classic under the Tuscan sun, plus
elevated burgers, wings, steak, and inventive salads.
193 Market St, Ridge Hill, Yonkers; 914.652.7611;
publicpizzaitaliankitchen.com
SALSA BEMBÉ Puerto Rican/Latin American $$$
Across three stories and alongside traditional arroz con
pollo, ropa vieja, and paella, expect inventive offerings of
braised oxtail, guava barbecue ribs, and trifongo: mashed
green and sweet plantains with yuca and choice of
protein. 811 McLean Ave, Yonkers; 914.294.0096;
salsabembe.com

TOP
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X2O XAVIARS ON THE HUDSON

New American $$$$ Venerated chef Peter
Kelly’s restaurant sits on the historic Yonkers
Pier, offering breathtaking views of the Hudson River and
his famous cowboy rib-eye for two. The casual Dylan
Lounge boasts its own menu. Closed Mon. 71 Water Grant
St, Yonkers; 914.965.1111; xaviars.com
ZUPPA Italian $$$
Paskual Dedi is the executive chef at this urbane Italian
restaurant serving creative homemade pastas and topnotch entrées. Three rooms are available for parties.
Prix-fixe lunch ($25) Mon to Fri. 59 Main St, Yonkers;
914.376.6500; zupparestaurant.com

Yorktown
JEWEL OF HIMALAYA Nepalese $
Westchester’s only restaurant serving the cuisine of
Nepal and Tibet offers affordable dishes — juicy
momos (dumplings), dal, and traditional thukpa soup
— at two county locations. Closed Mon. 34 Triangle Ct,
Yorktown Heights; 914.302.2886; 751 Central Ave,
Scarsdale; 914.874.5506; jewelofhimalayany.com

THE GRAMERCY Brasserie $$$
Food★★★½ Service★★★ Atmosphere★★½ (09/19)
This spot, which seats 100, has a chic vibe and a creative
menu, with dishes that incorporate locally sourced
and organic ingredients. 345 Kear St, Yorktown Heights;
914.302.7189; the-gramercy.com
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Nominate Them Today for 914INC.’s
2nd Annual Best Places to Work!

★

★

BEST

Deadline to submit: MAY 13, 2022
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914INC. is honoring businesses that go the extra mile
for their employees. Nominate your business today at
BestPlacestoWorkWestchester.com.

T C H EST

SUPPORTED BY

GOLD SPONSOR

Results Will Be Published in the December 2022/January 2023 Issue of 914INC.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

JUNE 6-11, 2022
Sip, Savor & Enjoy!

Get your tickets now for Westchester Magazine’s annual Wine & Food Festival.
This week-long celebration brings together the finest gourmet food, exceptional
wines, beers, spirits, burgers, food trucks, and award-winning chefs. One of the
most prestigious gourmet gatherings in the area, this feast for the senses features
a variety of events across Westchester County. From the always sold-out Burger
& Beer Blast and the iconic Grand Tasting Village and Connoisseurs Tent at
Kensico Dam Plaza to our waterside Party on the Pier at Playland and a fun and
educational Wine Tasting Experience with renowned wine expert Kevin Zraly,
there is something sure to please every palate.

FOLLOW US AT

#WMWineandFood @WMWineandFood
@westchestermagevents

E V E N T D E TA I L S
• All attendees MUST show Proof of Vaccination OR Negative COVID-19 test
within 48 hours of the event they are attending.
• No one under 21 will be admitted to any event. No infants, strollers or pets.

PRESENTING SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

WINE PARTNER

GROUND BEEF SPONSOR

BENEFITTING CHARITY

www.theWPF.org

To purchase tickets and for more information go to westchestermagazine.com/winefood.
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Wine Tasting Experience
with Kevin Zraly

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 | 5:30PM – 7:30PM
Location: Gigante Restaurant & Bar, Eastchester, NY
Tickets: $95 pp
$150 pp with Dinner at 8pm
Guests will swirl, sip and savor a variety of fine wines and enjoy
a delicious selection of hors d’ oeuvres. Renowned wine expert,
author and founder of Windows on the World Wine School, Kevin
Zraly, will lead seminars on what to see, smell and taste for the
best wine experience.

Burger & Beer Blast

Thursday, June 9, 2022 | 6:00PM – 10:00PM
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla, NY
Tickets: $75 pp
Westchester’s biggest burger bash is an annual sell-out event
featuring top local chefs presenting their version of the allAmerican burger. Guests enjoy music, beer, wine, spirits, food
trucks, and the County’s best burgers while voting for their
choice for “top burger”.

Party on the Pier

Wednesday, June 8, 2022 | 6:00PM – 9:00PM
Rye Playland, Rye, NY
Tickets: $60 pp
Westchester Magazine’s Wine & Food Festival takes place on
Long Island Sound at our Party on the Pier at Rye Playland. The
highlight of the night will be our annual Bartender Shakeoff,
featuring local bartenders competing for Best Bartender honors.
Guests can dance to the music and enjoy samples from local
restaurants and food trucks plus beer, wine and the cocktails
being featured in the Bartender Shakeoff.

Grand Tasting Village

Saturday, June 11, 2022 | 12:00PM – 4:00PM
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla, NY
Tickets: $85 pp
Connoisseurs Tent Tickets: $125 pp
The signature event of the 2022 Wine & Food Festival takes
place under the tents at Kensico Dam. Guests taste signature
bites from 40+ top-rated restaurants and food trucks, sip from
an array of 100+ wines, beers, and spirits, and enjoy exciting
celebrity chef demonstrations and informative wine seminars.

For Sponsorship Opportunities call 914.345.0601 x138 or email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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Glittering
Jewell
Take a moment to unwind at the
picturesque Caramoor Center
for Music and the Arts on May 14,
when talented singer-songwriter
Eilen Jewell hits the stage for a
night of her singular songs. With a
style that blends early blues, surf
noir, and classic country with folk
and ’60s rock, Jewell has already
released six celebrated albums
and performed in venues from
Australia to Spain.
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coming attractions

Best Bets

Our favorite reasons to get out of the house this month. BY PAUL ADLER

May
12

King George
Need a laugh? You’re not the only one.
Luckily, comedy legend and former star of
a hit eponymous sitcom, George Lopez
is coming to the rescue, cracking wise
this month at The Capitol Theatre in Port
Chester. With his newest Netflix comedy
special, We’ll Do It for Half, premiering over
the summer, Lopez is also known for his
four HBO comedy specials, TV Land show,
Lopez, and years on the standup circuit.

6

Remembering
an Icon

Selena was a skyrocketing
star before her tragic murder
in 1995, but this month, local audiences can
celebrate her life when The Selena Experience
overtakes Peekskill’s Paramount Hudson
Valley Theater. Featuring acclaimed lead singer
Genessa Escobar, backed by a group of talented
musicians who originally joined forces on the
20th anniversary of Selena’s death, The Selena
Experience provides a rare chance to remember
an up-and-coming superstar.

May

One for Al

Through his sidesplitting
song parodies, unique
personal style, and
sheer strangeness,
“Weird Al” Yankovic has become an
indispensable part of the American
satirical musical landscape. With five
Grammys and 14 studio albums —
several of which have gone Platinum
or Gold — as well as a slew of
Billboard chart-topping hits, Yankovic
will be making audiences smile this
month at The Ridgefield Playhouse.
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May

Kid Stuff

Gather your children,
even those with sensory
sensitivities, and head
to this fun family event
in the open air. Dan and Claudia
Zanes, Grammy-winning children’s
performers known for crafting
accessible songs for all ages, will be
playing a sensory-friendly concert
of loving folk music on the lawn of
Katonah’s Caramoor Center for Music
and the Arts for one super-fun evening
this month.
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May
20

Free
Williams

Fancy Footwork
Get ready to experience the mesmerizing movement of The Mark Morris Dance
Group. Called “the most successful and influential choreographer alive and
indisputably the most musical” by The New York Times, Morris’ company of incredibly
talented dancers have been drawing rave reviews since their 1980 founding and will
be taking the stage at Mamaroneck’s Emelin Theatre for a night of daring dance.
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May
13

Hailing from Mount Kisco,
Westchester’s own Dar
Williams has been performing
her signature brand of heartfelt
folk for more than 25 years.
This month, Williams will be
taking the stage alongside
noted singer-songwriter
Sophie B. Hawkins for a soulful
performance at Tarrytown
Music Hall, where the two
vocalists will demonstrate
why they remain an enduring
musical force.

May
20

Prime-time
It’s not every day that the prog-rock gods known as Primus take the stage in Westchester.
Heading out on a tour celebrating the legendary late drummer of Rush, Neil Peart, these utterly
unique musicians, led by cult-favorite singer and maestro bass player Les Claypool, will be
taking the stage at Port Chester’s Capitol Theatre for rare evening performance.
westchestermagazine.com | MAY 2022 | 93
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S P E C I A L P R O M OT I O N

ON THE SCENE

FEBRUARY 27, 2022

WESTCHESTER/HUDSON VALLEY WEDDINGS’
2022 UNVEILED: A BOUTIQUE BRIDAL BRUNCH
VIP Country Club, New Rochelle, NY

The area’s most prestigious and knowledgeable wedding professionals came together
for Unveiled: A Boutique Bridal Brunch, the area’s ultimate wedding event for brides,
grooms, and their families. Engaged couples from across Westchester & the Hudson
Valley came to meet everyone from wedding planners to florists, travel experts to
makeup artists, and so many more, to help them plan the wedding of their dreams.
For more pictures from the brunch, visit us online at westchestermagazine.com or on our
Facebook page.
Photographs by ED SHIN

For more photos from Westchester Magazine events visit westchestermagazine.com.
For Sponsorship Opportunities contact sales@westchestermagazine.com or call 914.345.0601 ext. 138.
For general event information email marketing@westchestermagazine.com.
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914INC.’S

[wuhn-der-kind] -noun.
a person who succeeds, especially
in business; at a comparatively
young age.

Congratulations to the 2022 Honorees!
PATRICK
BARDSLEY

EMILY
BAYUK

DOMENICK
COCCHIARA

GIOVANNI
GREEN

LAUREN
MCMAHON

BRITTANY
MORETTI

J GUERRA

CORINNE
PERRY

RACHEL
STAROPOLI

COPERNICUS
CRANE

DANTE
HUDSON

JESSICA
PHILINDAS

TERRENCE
TURNER

LAUREN
ENEA

BRITTANY
KING

JOSEPH
RENDINA

SAM
WALLIS

ARDEN
FRANKLYN

STEFANIA
GABRIELE

MEGAN
GLANDER

SARAH LONERGANROTHSCHILD

MARISA
RODRIGUEZ

ANDREW
WEISZ

KELLI
SCOTT

DANIELLE
SETTEMBRE

AVERY
ZUVIC

SAVE THE DATE!

12th Annual Wunderkinds Awards & Cocktail Reception

MAY 26, 2022

6pm-8pm • Mamaroneck Beach & Yacht Club, Mamaroneck, NY

For tickets and more information, visit westchestermagazine.com/ Wunderkinds.

BRONZE SPONSOR

EVENT SPONSOR

For sponsorship opportunities call 914-345-0601 ext. 138 or email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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PHIL REISMAN

Cooper’s Last Stand

J

ames Fenimore Cooper is the Rodney Dangerfield of American
letters. I tell ya, he gets no respect — or so it might seem.
Mark Twain is largely to blame for this. In an infamously
caustic essay, Twain said that the author of The Last of the Mohicans,
among many other adventure novels, was basically a lousy writer;
one novel, The Deerslayer, was “simply a literary delirium tremens.”
Had the thin-skinned Cooper been alive, he probably would’ve
sued Twain for libel. Evidently, he sued a lot of people, including an
upstate newspaper critic who skewered one of his books. The verdict: not guilty.
People who met Cooper didn’t always cotton to him — no more so
than in Mamaroneck, where he was married in 1811 in the house his
father-in-law owned and where he lived on and off for a few years. A
village historian who otherwise praised Cooper, told a 1941 audience
that the intensely private writer was “much disliked in this community,” in part because he was “Hamiltonian in manner.”
But he had his fans — Herman Melville for one. Indeed, in his
day, Cooper’s fiction was admired here and, importantly, in Europe,
where the snobocracy had previously considered the notion of
American art to be oxymoronic. And despite the groans of modernday English-lit majors who have struggled with his tedious, early19th-century prose, Cooper is acknowledged to be the first great
American novelist, whose frontier themes greatly influenced
Melville and, yes, the great detractor, Twain.
Take him or leave him, there’s no question that Cooper, who
died in 1851 at the age of 63, was an important historical figure.
Cooper matters.
Perhaps his greatest contribution to local history is that he wrote
one of his better novels, The Spy (a Revolutionary War thriller,) at
another family manse in Scarsdale. That structure is long gone.

However, still standing, though in drastically altered form, is the
aforementioned house at 410 West Boston Road (inset), across
from Mamaroneck Harbor’s West Basin.
All in all, it’s been a struggle to keep Cooper’s memory alive in
Mamaroneck. The current struggle centers on eight massive murals depicting dramatic scenes from Cooper’s novels and his life,
which have hung in a room at Mamaroneck High School since
1941. Financed by nickels and dimes raised by several ninthgrade classes, the murals were painted by five Yale art students
and a local artist, Mimi Jennewein. Their fate now rests in the
hands of the Board of Education, whose plan for renovations includes covering the murals or destroying them.
The two-story house on the Post Road is another story.
Built in 1792, on high ground overlooking the harbor, it is a
monument to survival if not to Cooper himself. At the turn of
the 20th century, the property was sold to a developer, and the
house was moved down the hill to its present location “after
countless efforts to have it bought as a historic shrine,” according to one newspaper account. The house was sold for $11 and
turned into a saloon.
In 1923, it was designated a “historic site,” which gave it no
special protections. The second floor was converted to apartments, and part of the first floor
was carved out for a gas station.
The rest of the building has
been home to a multitude of
taverns and restaurants with
different names and owners.
Only one restaurateur exploited
the building’s history by naming
his establishment after Cooper.
A 1963 newspaper ad invited
Take him or leave him,
diners to enjoy a full-course
there’s no question
Easter dinner for $4.25 at the
“old homestead of James
that Cooper, who died
Fenimore Cooper, author of ‘The
in 1851 at the age of
Deerslayer,’ etc.” (One can only
63, was an important
imagine how Cooper would’ve
fumed over that.) Today, the
historical figure.
building is occupied by an
Cooper matters.
Italian restaurant.
Suffice it to say, Cooper would
scarcely recognize the old homestead, which writer John Deedy
observed was “shedding its history and slipping toward disaster.”
Two kitchen fires in the 1980s were near disasters.
So, it still stands, an architecturally interesting relic of the
past, amidst decidedly uninteresting modern condominiums.
Seven years ago, to the horror of local preservationists, the
Chmelecki family, which has owned the property since 1956, was
poised to sell it at a price north of $2.5 million. However, a prospective buyer pulled out when a village change in zoning made
the deal less profitable.
“Basically, the house is still for sale,” Adam Chmelecki told me.
“But it’s not really listed.”
In the meantime, the school murals may not get a reprieve. As
of this writing, concerned citizens were desperately trying to raise
$150,000 to rescue them.
By the way, as much as Twain disrespected Cooper, he didn’t
think highly of school boards either, saying they were God’s
perfection of idiocy. Let’s hope he’s proven wrong in this case.

REISMAN PHOTOGRAPH BY STEFAN RADTKE; COOPER PHOTO BY MATHEW BENJAMIN BRADY,
PUBLIC DOMAIN, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS; HOUSE PHOTO BY JOHN BRUNO TURIANO

back talk

The opinions and beliefs expressed by Phil Reisman are his alone and do not necessarily reflect those of Westchester Magazine’s editors and publishers. Tell us what
you think, at edit@westchestermagazine.com.
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“Next Level Private is all
about increasing impact
and giving back to our
community. Beyond helping
our clients gain security and
financial freedom, we want
to help them create the
fulfilling and purposeful life
they’ve always envisioned.”
Barry P. Mitchell Jr.,

Founder and
Managing Director

We Are Home

THE NEXT LEVEL PRIVATE PROCESS
STARTS WITH CREATION OF A
FINANCIAL FREEDOM ROADMAP
Next Level Private LLC is a registered investment advisor

AD Next Level FP.indd 2

914.431.5255

500 Mamaroneck Ave, Suite 501
Harrison, NY 10528
nxtprivate.com
barrymitchell@nxtprivate.com
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From simple to intricate designs, California Closets systems are
custom designed specifically for you and the way you live.

914.592.1001 californiaclosets.com
W E S TC H E S T ER

16 Saw Mill River Rd, Hawthorne

R O C K L A N D & H U D S O N VA L L E Y
C O N N ECT I C U T

@caliclosetsnyc

83 South Main St, New City

565 Westport Ave, Norwalk

203.924.8444

©2022 California Closet Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Each franchise independently owned and operated. CT HIC #0657205
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Sleepy Hollow CC, Hole 16

Westchester Golf Is Bigger
and Better Than Ever!

“I’ve not seen
this much
excitement about
participation in
golf in the nearly
six decades I’ve
played the sport.”

Golf stumbled a touch in the confused early
months of the COVID pandemic, but it’s come
roaring back in the two years since. Quite frankly,
I’ve not seen this much excitement about participation in golf in the nearly six decades I’ve played
the sport. The game attracted brand new golfers
and plenty of returning-after-years golfers, and
many of the “regulars” teed it up two or three
times a week instead of once or twice a month.
Our courses got crowded; our pros gave more
lessons; our golf shops ran short of merchandise,
and the game grew like crazy. It’s been great! This
issue recognizes one of the fastest-growing segments of the playing public: women who tried golf
during the first pandemic season, fell in love with
it in the second and are now die-hard golf fanatics.
We profile five of them, beginning on page 20.
We join Westchester Country Club in celebrating its centennial this year. The county’s largest
club will hold special events throughout the year
that highlight its beach club, racquet sports,

dining and drinking options, and, of course, its
two world-class golf courses, par-3 course, and
astounding practice and learning facilities. Our
thanks go to WCC historian Sheilah Enos for her
help in preparing our expanded feature, which
starts on page 32.
Two Westchester golfers realized lifelong
dreams as we went to press. Cameron Young,
son of Sleepy Hollow CC Head Professional David
Young, earned his card on the PGA Tour. As of
this writing, the 24-year-old from Scarborough
had finished second twice in 12 starts, a spectacular beginning to what promises to be an
immensely successful career. Rob Labritz,
Director of Golf at GlenArbor GC, played his
way onto the PGA Tour Champions this year,
achieving a 30-year goal. Rob’s also been a great
contributor to our magazine over the years,
including this one. You can see his advice on
lowering your scores on page 16.
Keep it in the short grass!

Dave Donelson
Executive Editor
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Special Rates for Young Executives
Great Deals for Corporate Memberships
Unlimited Play and Range
Dining and Special Events
Children's Activity Center
State of the Art Pool and Pool House Café
Fitness Center
Year Round Golf & Sport Simulator
Pro Shop Offering Apparel, Equipment and Services
Weddings, Outings, Social and Corporate Events

914.669.5485
18 Bloomer Road, North Salem, NY
visit www.salemgolfclub.org
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Quasquicentennial
Celebration for the MGA
Golf in Westchester would not be the game we play today if a
couple of dozen clubs hadn’t answered the call of the greens committee at the St. Andrew’s GC in Hastings-on-Hudson 125 years ago
to gather at Delmonico’s in Manhattan to form the Metropolitan
League of Golf Clubs. We know it today as the Metropolitan Golf
Association, the organization that runs our tournaments, manages
our handicaps, and ensures that golf in the county and the rest of
the metro area is a growing, vibrant game available to thousands of
players at all levels.
When the MGA was formed in April of 1897, wooden golf tees hadn’t
yet been invented, much less golf carts with GPS systems. The purpose
of the organization was to promote the game and arrange tournaments. The first Met Amateur Championship was held in 1899; this
year’s 120th edition will be contested at Fenway GC in Scarsdale. The
Met Open, considered a major until WWII, premiered in 1905. Today,
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the MGA conducts dozens of tournaments on its own roster, as well as
those of affiliated groups, including the Westchester and Long Island
Golf Associations, not to mention the qualifying tournaments for USGA
events, like the U.S. Open.
But the MGA has grown into much more than an operator of golf
tournaments, as important as that role may be. It also rates courses, an
integral but seldom-understood part of the handicap system, runs programs like Youth on Course, MGA Play Days, and numerous educational
events. Then there’s the MGA Foundation, which funds important
efforts, like GOLFWORKS, which provides internships for hundreds of
young people throughout the metro area.
Today’s MGA serves every facet of the game from its headquarters
in Elmsford. Membership has grown from the original 26 clubs to 520
private and public golf clubs and courses, with more than 140,000 golfers throughout the metro area.

Photo courtesy of MGA
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INVEST IN THE SUCCESS OF
WESTCHESTER STARTUPS AND
SCALING VENTURES
Westchester County is home to a dynamic
community of startups and growing businesses
that are attracting the attention of investors.
Clarapath, a medical robotics company
in Hawthorne, recently secured $32
million in Series B funding

Interested in learning
more about investing in
Westchester’s startups
and growing businesses?
Sign up today!

Sapience Therapeutics, Inc., a clinical
stage biotechnology company in
Harrison, raised $14 million in its
preferred stock financing
Silver Bills, a financial technology firm
in New Rochelle, completed a round of
seed funding and received $1.9 million
of grant funding from The National
Institute on Aging

WestchesterCatalyst.com/invest

WESTCHESTERCATALYST.COM
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Experience the

New

Knollwood
Country Club

Under NEW Ownership – Heritage Golf Group

$6 million dollar clubhouse reinvention
opening this spring!
❖ Modernized Restaurant and Dining Spaces.
This is not your parent’s country club!
❖ Indoor-Outdoor Patio and Bar Area with fire
features, soft seating, lawn games and more
❖ Private Wine Room – perfect for intimate dinners
❖ Refreshed and Updated Private Events Space
❖ Multi-Million Dollar Golf Course Improvements New Bunkers, Driving Range Amenities and Mats,
Tee-Box Improvements, Cart Path Repairs and more

Contact Shannon McQuarry, Membership Director
smcquarry@heritagegolfgroup.com
Direct: 914.347.1432 | Cell: 904.504.1169

KNOLLWOOD
C O U N T RY C L U B

200 Knollwood Rd Ext. Elmsford, NY | 914.592.7411 | www.kccclub.org
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Leewood GC
Mounts Future
Initiatives to
Celebrate Its Past
Leewood GC in Eastchester celebrates its rich
100-year history this year with a series of events
that illustrate its place in the lives of its members,
staff, and neighbors. “We’ve built our celebration around a concept of three Cs,” says Leewood
VP Greg Messerle. “ They are Community,
Celebration, and Carrying Forward.”
Highlighting the club’s dedication to its community is a special campaign to raise $100,000
for six local organizations, including the First
Tee, Boys and Girls Club, and the Westchester
Diaper Bank. As part of the fundraising campaign, the club will sell pavers to be installed in a
centennial plaza that will also feature a 100-year
time capsule to be filled by children from the
many families that belong to Leewood.
Leewood was founded in 1922 by a group of
local residents, including motion-picture director D.W. Griffith. The charter members purchased a certificate for $250 and paid annual
dues of $50. They financed the construction of
a clubhouse that opened two years later and was
designed by Henry Bacon, the architect of the
Lincoln Memorial.
The most famous member of Leewood is
undoubtedly New York Yankee slugger Babe
Ruth. A room in the clubhouse celebrates the
Babe’s membership, and the club annually holds
“The Bambino,” an invitational tournament that
draws top players from throughout the metro
region. The Babe donated two of his Leewood golf
trophies for display in the Baseball Hall of Fame.
Leewood’s golf course was designed by
Devereux Emmet and is known for tight fairways and wicked greens, making it a classic
Westchester course. The club has kept the
course up-to-date with the modern game,
however, with significant renovations over the
last decade that included additional length for
longer hitters and placement of forward tees to
accommodate other players.
While Leewood is celebrating its past, it has
an eye on the future, according to Messerle,
expanding its water-retention ponds to capture
more rainwater and runoff, restricting chemical application, and utilizing natural grasses in
many areas off the fairways. The club makes
an effort to be a good environmental neighbor by taking street drainage and running it
through the ponds until it is usable for irrigation. Drainage from the course itself runs
through the same ponds, so when the sprinklers
are running, they’re spraying recycled water.
As part of the centennial theme, the club
will also be supporting the Eastchester Parks
Department in reclaiming some public playing
fields in the community.
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Daniel M. Berger
Danny is honored to be named a Real Estate All Star
by Westchester Magazine. Building on a long career in
corporate sales, Danny transitioned to Westchester
ºreal estate five years ago and opened his own
RE/MAX brokerage in White Plains in 2019. Danny
excels in customer service, making himself available
around-the-clock to expertly guide his clients through
every step of the buying and selling process, whether
it is matching them with their dream homes and
investment properties or helping them sell at the best
price. In 2022, “RateMyAgent” ranked Danny “Agent of
the Year” for Westchester County and New York State.

In the words of two clients:
“We knew from the start that our house-hunting journey was
not going to be easy in the current market and in the midst
of the pandemic. But without a doubt, Danny made it
easier providing valuable insight in a new-to-us market and
communicated every step of the way. Danny also made it
a lot of fun. Most importantly, through this process, Danny
has become a great friend!”
“I’ll add another selling point on Danny that separates
himself from other realtors. He has no problem saying, ‘I
don’t think this is the house for you.’ He’s not looking to
rush things and get you to sign contracts so he can collect
a check as quickly as possible. He genuinely wants you to
make the best most informed decision possible.”

Call or text:

914.565.0665
25 West Red Oak Lane, White Plains, NY

www.DanielMBergerRealEstate.com

AD Dan Berger Remax FP.indd 9
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Leewood Golf Club

Leewood Golf
Club
Making
Family

MakingSince
Family
Memories
1922

Memories Since 1922

Now is the perfect time

Now is the perfect time
to join Leewood Golf Club.
to join Leewood Golf Club.

Tee it up at our family-friendly club offering

a beautiful
golf course, full-size
and
Tee
it up at18-hole
our family-friendly
club offering
children’s
pool,
plus
tennis
facilities
and
summer
a beautiful 18-hole golf course, full-size and
camps
our tennis
youngest
members.
children’s
pool,forplus
facilities
and summer
camps for our youngest members.
For membership inquiries, please contact
Tracey Bausano at 914.793.5900 x 230
For membership inquiries, please contact
or tbausano@leewoodgolfclub.org

Tracey Bausano at 914.793.5900 x 230
or tbausano@leewoodgolfclub.org

LeewoodGolfClub.org • Eastchester, NY 10709
914.793.5900

LeewoodGolfClub.org • Eastchester, NY 10709
914.793.5900
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022
Centennial Golf Course | Carmel, NY

INFO & REGISTER:

putnamservicedogs.org
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Metropolis CC
Enters Its Second
Hundred Years
This year, Metropolis CC celebrates both
its centennial and its future, according to club
president Harold Grunfeld. “One of the most
important features we’ll unveil this year,” he
says, “is not only a new swimming pool and
pool complex but also a new recreation area
for our club’s future, our children.” Coupled
with a planned renovation of the clubhouse,
scheduled to begin in the fall, the new children’s area demonstrates the club’s dedication
to its next 100 years.
Metropolis began life as the country cousin
to the Metropolis City Club, a social organization in Manhattan that was founded in
1879. The city club incorporated the country
club in 1922 and purchased the former site in
White Plains of Century Country Club, which
in turn moved to Purchase, leaving behind a
golf course built by Herbert Strong in 1904.
The golf course has been updated throughout the club’s history. A.W. Tillinghast redesigned the course and added four holes, the
current 7th, 12th, 13th, and 14th. In 1998,
architect Ken Dye lengthened it to its current 6,827 yards, and in 2013, Ron Forse was
hired to oversee a total renovation that was
completed in 2015. The course has hosted
numerous major metro-area tournaments.
This year, it will be the site of the Westchester
Amateur Championship.
Metropolis CC is known for the outstanding
playing professionals who headed its golf staff
over the years. They include World Golf Hall of
Famer Paul Runyan, aka “Little Poison,” who
won the 1934 and 1938 PGA Championships
among many other events while representing
the club. Jack Burke Jr. went on to win the
Masters and the PGA Championship after
serving as the Metropolis club pro until he
joined the PGA Tour full-time. “Lighthorse”
Harry Cooper, who amassed 31 victories on
the PGA Tour, was head pro at the club from
1953 to 1978.
In the modern era, Yonkers native Gene
Borek, head pro from 1980 to 2005, won
three Met PGA Championships, played in
11 PGA Championships, and competed in
10 U.S. Opens. Borek drew national attention in 1973 when he shot a course-record
65 in the U.S. Open at Oakmont, a record
broken just two days later by the championship winner, Johnny Miller. Current head
pro Craig Thomas has competed in four
PGA Championships, three Sr. PGAs, and
numerous PGA Tour and Champions Tour
events. Thomas held the course record (64) at
Bethpage Black until it was broken by Brooks
Koepka at the 2019 PGA Championship.
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Dan Levinsohn dreamed of running the NYC Marathon. While training,
he was hit by a car, breaking his shoulder in three places. Dan met with
Dr. William Levine and his orthopedic team at NewYork-Presbyterian,
who operated on his shoulder and designed a physical therapy plan
to get him to the marathon. Just months after it seemed impossible,
Dan crossed the finish line.
Learn more at nyp.org/orthopedics
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Amazing is running
a marathon 3 months
after shattering
your shoulder.

91FORE!
Westchester
Hills Renovation
Nearly Complete
Members and guests at Westchester Hills
are playing an almost new and substantially
updated golf course this spring. The Rees
Jones-led renovation of Westchester Hills
made major progress over the winter months,
with work completed on nearly every hole
on the course. In addition to extensive irrigation, drainage, and bunker work, greens
and surrounds received major attention,
with many of the small, hard-to-hold greens
expanded and rings of tough rough around
them replaced by more interesting closely
mown collection areas. The goal of the renovation, according to General Manager Josh
Lowney, was to deepen the playing experience for better golfers while making the game
more accessible for more casual players.

Westchester’s 2022
Championships
May 2: U.S. Open Local Qualifier,
Brae Burn CC

May 9: Westchester PGA, Summit Club
May 16: U.S. Senior Open Qualifier,
Scarsdale CC
June 6: U.S. Open Sectional Qualifier,
Old Oaks CC and Century CC

June 13: Westchester Open,
Sleepy Hollow CC

July 5: Westchester Amateur,
Metropolis CC

Hope and a Swing Annual Golf Outing

August 4: 120th Met Amateur,

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022

August 10: MGA/MetLife Boys,

Scarsdale Golf Club I One Club Way I Hartsdale, NY
Lifting Up Westchester supports 3,000 men, women, and children
experiencing homelessness and hunger by providing safety, restoring their
resilience and building a foundation for self-sufficiency.

Fenway GC

Saint Andrew’s GC

September 29: MGA Senior
Masters, Siwanoy CC

October 17: Westchester MidAmateur, Pelham CC

Metropolitan Golf
Writers Salute
Public Service

www.liftingupwestchester.org/golf
Information: 914-949-3098 ext. 9741 or email zpeerman@liftingupwestchester.org
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The 70th MGWA National Awards Dinner
will honor LPGA star and broadcaster Dottie
Pepper with the Gold Tee at Westchester
CC on June 21. Also recognized will be
Mike Davis, former CEO of the USGA, who
will recieve the Paul Dillon Distinguished
Service Award. Mark Cannizzaro will be
honored with the Lincoln Werden Golf
Journalism Award and Ann Ligouri will
receive the Winnie Palmer Award for service. The dinner supports the local caddie
scholarship funds. Tickets are available at
metgolfwriters.org. •
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Frank J. Gaudio
President and CEO
203.302.4375
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A BE T TER BR AND OF GOL F
Join A n gle b r oo k t od a y.
The maintenance team should keep doing what they’re doing because everything is
just perfect. There are so many spectacular holes and the greens are just fantastic.
— Larry Laoretti, 1992 U.S. Senior Open Champion

MGA’S MODERN DREAM 18 (2017)
Complimentary green fees at over 250 clubs with Anglebrook Signature Gold Unlimited*
Non-Equity—No Assessments • Flexible Membership Options—Corporate, Individuals,
Couples & Families • New Junior Executive Membership • Weekday-plus Annual
Membership • Outings, Banquets, Receptions • Liberal Guest Policy

ROBERT TRENT
JONES SR’S FINAL DESIGN
Call us at
914-245-5588 or visit
anglebrookgc.com
to learn more.

*Restrictions apply
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PARTNER CONTENT

Membership isn’t required for a great day of golf.
In addition to welcoming you, these prestigious
golf clubs and training facilities offer championship
courses, scenic views, and top-shelf amenities, as
well as training and equipment.

DAILY FEE COURSES
COPAKE COUNTRY CLUB

44 Golf Course Rd, Craryville, NY
518.325.4338
www.copakecountryclub.com

“Public Golf, Private Quality” Copake Country Club’s 160-acre
18-hole golf course is nestled in the foothills of the Berkshire
and Catskill mountains in southern Columbia County. This year,
we proudly celebrate our Centennial — 100 years of offering an
exceptional course to generations of golfers. Originally designed by
Deveraux Emmett, the property features pure greens and meticulously maintained terrain. Unlike most courses, Copake’s variety of
greens fees and memberships includes more than 15 different membership rates, as well as weekday specials for local service workers
and discounted twilight golf each evening. Additionally, The Greens
Restaurant offers finely prepared American food in a rustic chic
dining room overlooking the fairways with stunning sunset views.
We hope you’ll join us in celebrating 100 exciting years — check our
website frequently for details.

Copake Country Club

WEST POINT GOLF COURSE

BLDG 1230, Rte 218, West Point, NY
845.938.2435
www.golfatwestpoint.com

Nestled in the Hudson Valley just north of the Bear Mountain
Bridge, the West Point Golf Course offers an unforgettable golf
experience. The West Point Golf Course is an 18-hole challenge on
a mountain layout, with well-maintained terrain normally seen only
at private clubs or high-end courses and is open to the public. Don’t
let the length fool you. This Robert Trent Jones designed course is
a great challenge for all levels of golf. Come take a walk through
history. Outings of all sizes welcome. Enjoy a great burger or sandwich at the end of your round. Clinics, Camps, and Private Lessons
provided by our PGA Professional.

West Point Golf Course

GOLF FITNESS SERVICES
TOTAL FORM FITNESS WHITE PLAINS

222 N Westchester Ave, Suite 307
White Plains, NY
914.220.8712
www.totalformfitnesswhiteplains.com

Total Form Fitness

14

Finding yourself tired while walking a course? Experiencing back
pain after a round of golf? Struggling with distance and consistency
when striking a ball? Your solution for these challenges is focusing on
golf fitness by understanding how a body’s limitations can influence
the golf swing and how to address it through strength and conditioning exercise. Of the last 20 Major Championships, 18 were won
by players who have been advised by TPI Certified Experts. Golf is
a sport that combines an intermittent high-intensity and high-skill
activity. Golf fitness assessment helps break the myths of what is
important for golfers and what it takes to be fit for golf.
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Support With Every Swing!
Golf at West Point in 2022

When you play at
West Point, you are
giving back to
Soldiers and their
families.

18 Hole Course.
Open to the public.
No special access required.
Groups of all sizes, Welcome!
golfatwestpoint.com
845.938.2435

Four Rounds for
the Price of Three
West Point Golf Course
845.938.2435
Coupon Valid Tuesday-Friday
Tee Times after 10am. Not Valid
Holidays/ Weekends. Discount on
General Public Pricing. Coupon
Expires November 15, 2022.
HVGM

Support a Worthy Cause
and Enjoy a Great Day
on the Course or Courts
M O N D AY

August 1, 2022
Brae Burn Country Club
Century Country Club
Purchase, NY 10577
in memory of
Dennis E. Berberich

For more information, please call 718.518.2000 ext. 2285
or email calvaryevents@calvaryhospital.org

www.calvaryhospital.org/golf
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YOURGAME | Instruction

Three
Swings
To Go Low

Rob Labritz

By Dan Berger

Rob Labritz, director of Golf at GlenArbor GC in Bedford and member of the PGA Tour
Champions, isn’t just a top competitor; he’s one of the best instructors around, which is
why he was chosen Met PGA Instructor of the Year in 2021. We asked him to give us the
keys to the three basic swings you need to master to go low.

Off the Tee
“The most important goal off the tee isn’t distance;
it’s putting the ball into the fairway to set up your
next shot,” Labritz says. “Unless you’re Bryson
DeChambeau, you’re not going to win gouging your
approach shots out of the rough.”
Labritz recommends working on two things to
get the best results with your driver. First, set up so
you will be hitting up on the ball. “Keep your right
hand lower and tilt your body away from the target.”
Second, “Don’t try to swing so hard! Distance
comes from hitting the ball squarely. It will roll a lot
farther in the fairway than in the rough.”

16
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Print-2022-44 Seasonal Cocktail Westchester Magazine.indd 1
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oz Tito’s Handmade Vodka
oz fresh lime juice
oz simple syrup
egg white
dash of bitters

Add all ingredients to a shaker and dry
shake for 10 seconds. Add ice and shake
again for 5 seconds, or until the shaker
becomes cold. Strain into a martini glass.
Top with a dash of bitters.

3/7/22 11:05 AM
3/15/22 11:22 AM
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Fairway Approach
Accuracy is obviously the name of the
game for irons. Labritz says, “The first
step is to choose your target based on
how aggressive you need or want to be.”
In other words, can you (or must you)
take dead aim at the pin, or should you
play for the center of the green?
“Clubface control is the key to accuracy,” according to Labritz. “Keep your
hands on the club with the same pressure and position throughout the swing.
It will feel like you’re shortening your
swing, but you’re not, so stay with it. If
you let go even just a little at any point,
the clubface will flip open or closed, and
there goes your accuracy.”
Another good practice, he says, is to
“complete the swing and hold the finish,
even if you’re hitting a half- or threequarter swing.”

Putting
Labritz had no three-putts during eight pressure-packed rounds of the two stages of PGA Tour Champions qualifying,
so his putting advice is well-founded. “People think putting is all about feel, but it’s not,” he says. “Putting is about data.”
Labritz walks off every putt before he hits it. “Speed changes, but distance doesn’t. Pacing it off also gives me a feel
for the slope of the green,” he says.
“Alignment is the second key to good putting,” he continues. Labritz recommends using any one of several alignment
aids during practice, to make sure you are set up on the line you want. “You would be surprised how often you feel you’re
aimed in one direction, but you’re actually set up to hit the putt somewhere else.” •
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Celebrating our
Your Best Vacation
is right in your

4

th

Anniversary

OWN Backyard!

Thank you for voting us the best pool
company in Westchester since 2014!

Call for a free
consultation

Serving our local community for 40 years!

518-A North State Rd, Briarcliff Manor
914.762.1133 • coralseapools.com
License Numbers: PC2395-A

medical malpractice

WC-05480-H93

HIC.0608004 SPB.0000095

personal

injury

Christopher B. Meagher • Keith J. Clarke • Merryl F. Weiner • Christina M. Killerlane
Jennifer C. Patrissi • Rachel R. Gruenberg • Kacey M. Martin • Eian Weiner • Matthew S. Martin
(914) 328.8844 • 111 Church Street, White Plains, New York 10601 • Meagherandmeagherpc.com
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Women
Golfers
Grow theGame
By Amelia Guzwiecz

Selena Samuela
Westchester Country Club

Golf is just the latest sport Selena Samuela
is determined to master. The Rye resident
works as a well-followed Peloton instructor
and enjoys a range of sports, from surfing
and boxing to marathon running, winning her first race in 2019. She took up
golf during COVID, she says, “because my
fiancé, Matt Virtue, and his family are all
golf fanatics.”
In 2020, Samuela started taking lessons with Westchester CC Director of
Instruction Gary Weir and spent a lot of
time on the range and short-game area.
“Gary is the best,” she says. “He built everything from the ground up. My favorite
‘Garyism’ is ‘If you make it look like a golf
swing, eventually it will become a golf
swing.’” Her goal is to break 90, and she’s
come close several times. You can follow
her progress on Instagram and TikTok
@selenasamuela.
Watch, too, for news about her nuptials. “The most memorable round I’ve
ever played was May 27, 2021,” she says,
“when I was proposed to on the fourth
hole of the South Course at Westchester
Country Club.”
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WESTCHESTER'S

COUNTRY CLUB

A REES JONES GOLF COURSE

THESUMMITCLUB.NET
914.273.9300

Hole 18

Pool Complex

Hole 12

There’s Something for Everyone at Hollow Brook...
World-class golf on one of Westchester’s most spectacular golf courses.
Tournaments and season-long competitions. Family activities... Couples Golf,
Junior Golf, Pool and Social Events. From the moment you arrive at
Hollow Brook Golf Club, you’ll know you’re in for something special.

Contact us today to learn about our New Member Program.
1060 Oregon Road | Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
(914) 734-1500 | membership@golfhollowbrook.com
GolfHollowBrook.com
WESTCHESTER GOLF 2022

page 21.indd 21

21

3/16/22 11:14 AM

YOURGAME | Profiles

Abby & Lizzy Stone
Metropolis Country Club

Lizzy (left) and Abby (right) Stone were raised in a family of golfers,
but the two sisters didn’t take up the game seriously until COVID
highlighted the benefits. “When I came home from college in the
early spring of 2020, I had some time on my hands before I started
my new job in late summer,” says 23-year-old Lizzy.
She jumped into the game with a passion, taking lessons from
Lynn Bernstein at Metropolis with her sister and practicing almost
every day. Lizzy says, “One of the things that got me hooked is that
nothing feels better than hitting a good shot.”
Abby, 26, had dabbled a bit in the game but didn’t really get serious until COVID hit. Then, she embraced the family’s deep ties to
the sport. “My grandmother was a club champ, and my mom played a
lot with her growing up. Lizzy and I want to continue that tradition,
so we play with our mom every chance we get.” Shortly before she
passed away, their grandmother gave the two girls new clubs. “Every
time I touch my clubs, I think of Grandma Dede.”

Rachel Riendeau
Wykagyl Country Club

Rachel Riendeau put her career on hold when COVID hit. The licensed
orthopedic massage therapist had practiced her art for 18 years, but
with one of her two sons dealing with remote school and her studio
lease expired, she turned to golf and found a new, absorbing pastime.
Riendeau started with lessons from Wykagyl pro Anna Ausanio.
“She’s amazing,” she says. “I didn’t know how to stand or even hold the
club. Once Anna got me to hold my head steady, she started helping me
to swing nice and easy, which is so different from tennis.”
“The first summer of COVID, it was all about my kids and I playing. The next season, it became more about playing with my friends
at the club.”

Sue Gluckman

Westchester Hills Golf Club
“I had never been on a golf course my entire life,” Sue Gluckman says,
“but I gave it a try, and now I can’t play enough.” The mother of two
is an athlete who not only plays tennis, swims, and boxes but also
competes in Spartan races, which combine marathon running with
obstacle courses. When COVID struck, she discovered the multidimensionality of golf.
“It’s different from anything I’ve ever done,” she says. “It’s not just
learning the game; it’s learning the etiquette, too, and with golf, it’s
up and down, then you plateau. One day you have a great day, and the
next day you can’t hit the ball.”
Westchester Hills head pro Brian Giordano talked her into playing
with a nine-hole group. “Now I play 18 holes with my husband every
week. I also play with the ladies’ interclub team.” She tries to keep her
teacher’s positive mindset as she plays. “Brian says as long as you keep
advancing the ball, you’ll do fine.” •
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Beauty

and the

Beast

No sport in Westchester is contested on more visually stunning playing fields than golf.
But beware: Beauty is often paired with a beast that devours birdies and pars.
By Dave Donelson
Tremendously difficult choices had
to be made to select the 18 holes that make
up the Beauty and the Beast course. How
can you leave out the iconic 16th hole at
Sleepy Hollow? Or the 18th at GlenArbor?
Or the 9th at Wykagyl? Or, or, or… All we
can say is that we have an embarrassment of
riches when it comes to first-rate golf holes in
Westchester. These are only some of the ones
where you’ll experience both the beauty and
the beast of golf.
HOLE

1

Anglebrook GC

Lincolndale
No. 9 • Par 4 • 440 yards

Several unprintable words are often used to
describe the immense cross-bunker in the
center of the landing area on this difficult
hole, and “beautiful” is seldom one of them.
The controversial feature, though, reflects an
element common on the best courses designed
by architects from Donald Ross to Gil Hanse.
The bunker may be more visually intimidating
than appealing, but the award-winning clubhouse designed by Robert A.M. Stern lends a
refined air to the scene.
HOLE

2

Anglebrook GC,
Hole 9
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Ardsley CC

Ardsley
No. 15 • Par 4 • 326 yards

The visual appeal of this short par 4 is read-

Photo by John Fortunato
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ily apparent from the tee. The wide fairway
stretches below you to a pond sparkling in
front of the well-bunkered green. Its beast
appears, though, when the player must choose
how close to challenge the hazard from the
tee and again when deciding whether to go
pin-seeking on the approach or to play it safe
to the center of the green.
HOLE

3

Brae Burn CC

Purchase
No. 15 • Par 5 • 505 yards

Short and lovely, this oft-photographed par
5 not only features a risk-reward second shot
(or layup) to a water-guarded green but also a
chance to inspect the stone trestle along the
right side of the fairway, built in the early
20th century for a railroad that never ran.
Seasonal flower beds lend spectacular color
to the vista.

HOLE

4

Hudson National GC

Croton-on-Hudson
No. 16, Par 3, 224 yards

What makes this arguably the most scenic hole
in Westchester? The rolling green floating in a
sea of fescue? The classic stone walls framing
the picture? Or is it perhaps the expanse of the
Hudson River stretching across the horizon?
Regardless, once you’ve taken it all in, hitch
up your pants and make a mighty swing. You’ll
need it to reach the green located at the very
edge of your golfing ability.

harder-than-it-looks par 4. A drive to the
left, even if it’s in the fairway, may not leave
a manageable approach angle to the uphill
green. Yet, a fairway bunker on the right
menaces the slicer. From the center of the
fairway, it’s worth a moment to enjoy not
just your triumph but the view of the modern
classic clubhouse and the flags flying behind
the green.
HOLE

6

Westchester CC

Rye
South No. 9 • Par 4 • 398 yards

HOLE

5

Whippoorwill Club

Armonk
No. 18 • Par 4 • 437 yards

The beast comes out on the tee shot on this

Beasts seen and unseen threaten the golfer
who can’t find the fairway from the tee on this
hole. Unseen is the water left of the landing
area, which comes into play on a long, erratic
draw. Seen to the right, though, is a visually
stunning red barn that reflects the history of
the property as a farm before it was purchased

Westchester CC,
Hole 9

Photo by Leif Skodnick, courtesy of WCC
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Scarsdale GC,
Hole 14
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by John Bowman in 1919. Yes, the barn comes
into play on the second shot from the rough for
slicers off the tee.
HOLE

7

Bedford G&T

Bedford
No. 14 • Par 4 • 426 yards

There’s not much to see from the tee box on
the 14th hole at Bedford Golf & Tennis, but
once you’ve hit your blind drive up and over the
hill, a perfectly bunkered multi-tiered green
comes into view. It’s best to enjoy the beauty
before attempting the long, uphill beast of a
second shot.
HOLE

8

Summit Club

Armonk
No. 17 • Par 3 • 185 yards

“Hang Time,” as this lovely hole is named on
the scorecard, aptly describes the experience
of hitting from its elevated tee to a generous
green surrounded by sand and water. The par
3 is one of the major improvements to the Rees
Jones-renovated Summit Club course, which
opened last year.
HOLE

9

Winged Foot GC

Mamaroneck
West No. 9 • Par 5 • 513 yards

Nine West offers perhaps the best view on the
entire property of the iconic Winged Foot clubhouse. It’s a heck of a golf hole, too. Tillinghast
described it as one of the toughest holes on the
course, and Gil Hanse’s restoration of what he
called a “wedge green” brought new perimeter
pin positions into play.
HOLE

10

Scarsdale GC

Hartsdale
No. 14 • Par 4 • 455 yards

The only beauty you want to see from your
drive here is your ball bouncing down the center of the fairway. When you get to the ball
for your second shot, though, take a moment
to enjoy the view of what seems like half of
Westchester County from the hilltop. Then,
follow head pro Anthony Casalino’s advice, by
hitting a hybrid that lands in front and rolls
onto the small, tricky green.
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HOLE

11

Old Oaks CC

Purchase
No. 7 • Par 3 • 175 yards

What a charming beast of a hole! It is indeed
beautiful, with a winding brook beside the
green, classic flash-faced bunkers pinching
it, and the stunning halfway house in the
background, but the slightest miscue from
the tee can easily send your ball to a sandy or
watery grave.
HOLE

12

Salem GC

North Salem
No. 17 • Par 4 • 372 yards

Our golf panel had some spirited discussions
on this hole, all over the best way to play it.
The green, perfectly framed by pine trees but
blind on the second shot, is canted to the

uphill fairway, so how you play your approach
depends on where you placed your drive.
HOLE

13

Trump National GC

Briarcliff Manor
No. 2 • Par 5 • 515 yards

A par-5 hole doesn’t have to be long to be
challenging. The 2nd hole at Trump National
combines beautiful hazards, including a
stream that meanders in, across, and along
the fairway to a pond that guards the green
with fairway bunkers that punish the player
who tries to keep dry by hugging the left.
HOLE

14

Metropolis CC

White Plains
No. 6 • Par 4 • 416 yards

What could be more beautiful than a hole that
looks like it would be right at home on Augusta
National? The 6th hole at Metropolis fits that
description and adds a few bestial features, as
well. There’s the fairway bunker right that is
the slicer’s worst nightmare off the tee, then
the innocent-looking bunker in the frontcenter of the green that seems to be in play
for everyone no matter where the cup is cut.
HOLE

15

Knollwood CC

Elmsford
No. 18 • Par 4 • 473 yards

The finishing hole at Knollwood is known
as a beautiful round-wrecker. The view from
the tee box takes in the expansive fairway,
the hazard that defines the hole along the
right side, and the elevated green, far, far in
the distance. There’s no easy way to play this
beast. It requires a long, well-placed drive and

Knollwood CC,
Hole 18
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Saint Andrew’s GC,
Hole 4

Photo by John Fortunato
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Mount Kisco CC,
Hole 10

30
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a long, well-aimed approach shot to reach the
green with a chance for par.
HOLE

16

Saint Andrew’s GC

Take a moment to enjoy the view of the stone
bridge and framing trees on this picture-perfect par 3 before you challenge the unruffled
sand and flowing water that protect its small,
subtly contoured green. Then, choose a club
that hits straight and true, because the beast
here eats balls that fly offline.

Yonkers
No. 4 • Par 4 • 401 yards

Few shots in golf are as soul-satisfying as a drive
from an elevated tee that falls from the sky to a
valley fairway far below. The 4th hole at the Saint
Andrew’s GC provides that wonderful experience,
as well as tremendous views of at least a halfdozen holes on the course from the tee. Beware
the beast, though. He lurks behind the sharply
elevated and even more sharply contoured green.
HOLE

17

Mount Kisco CC

Mount Kisco
No. 10 • Par 3 • 201 yards

HOLE

18

Hollow Brook GC

Cortlandt Manor
No. 8 • Par 5 • 531 yards

We finish with a flourish on a hole that’s
not only beautiful but also a strategic
masterpiece. From the tee, take in the view
of the surrounding holes and the clubhouse
on the hill before you try to drive the ball past
the bunkers guarding the right side. Then
make your strategic decision to play your
next shot over or around or next to a stately
sycamore tree impinging from the left edge of
the fairway. •

Beauty and the Beast Scorecard
		

1

Club

Hole

Par

Anglebrook

No. 9

4

Yards

440

2

Ardsley

No. 15

4

326

3

Brae Burn

No. 15

5

505

4

Hudson National

No. 16

3

224

5

Whippoorwill

No. 18

4

437

6

Westchester CC

South No. 9

4

398

7

Bedford

No. 14

4

426

8

Summit Club

No. 17

3

185

9

Winged Foot West

No. 9

5

513

OUT			

36

3,454

10

Scarsdale

No. 14

4

455

11

Old Oaks

No. 7

3

175

12

Salem

No. 17

4

372

13

Trump

No. 2

5

515

14

Metropolis

No. 6

4

416

15

Knollwood

No. 18

4

473

16

St. Andrew’s

No. 4

4

401

17

Mount Kisco

No. 10

3

201

18

Hollow Brook

No. 8

5

531

IN			
			
				

36

3,539

72

6,993
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GOLF IN YOUR WORLD | WCC
Rob Labritz

Westchester
Country Club

Centennial
Celebrates Its

The magnificent facility is recognized internationally as a PGA and LPGA Tour
stop and has hosted two national USGA championships, but it’s best known
locally as the epitome of the good life in Westchester County. By Dave Donelson

How large is the good life at Westchester Country Club? Its 1,500 members
and their families and guests enjoy three golf
courses, a world-class golf-practice facility, an
eight-story clubhouse with 400 rooms, every
paddle sport known to man, and not just a
swimming pool but an entire 62-acre beach
club with 1,000 feet of sand beach on Long
Island Sound. It’s easily the largest country
club in the county.
As NBC Golf broadcaster Jimmy Roberts
says, “It’s grand. They just don’t make places
like this anymore.” The Rye resident is a longtime member of WCC and adds, “There’s an
intimacy about it, despite the size. It’s a club
where you can get close to people.” Roberts, a
13-time Emmy Award winner, believes the golf
courses are among the finest he’s seen. “The
West Course has true character, perhaps the
18 best green complexes you’ll find on tour.”

Playing polo where the WCC driving
range and John Kennedy Learning
Center now stand

In the beginning…
A hundred years ago, hotelier John Bowman
had a vision. The president of Biltmore Hotels
hoped to cap a stellar career by building a
planned community for millionaire sportsmen on 583 acres of land in Harrison, purchased from the Hobart Park estate. He added
several other parcels, including 62 acres on
nearby Manursing Island, in Rye. When it
opened in 1922, the community had everything a Golden Age sportsman could want,
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including golf courses, polo grounds, tennis,
stables, boating, swimming, and shooting, a
luxurious hotel with both private apartments
and guest rooms, and land for private homes
that would be serviced by the hotel’s staff.
Money was no object to Bowman, but lack
of it proved to be his downfall. By 1929, he
had spent more than $6 million to build the
facilities (three times his initial $2 million
budget) and was more than $6 million in the

red, jeopardizing the health of the parent
hotel corporation. The members of the club
banded together and bought the properties
for $5.8 million to preserve their interests and
ensure their big slice of heaven would survive.

There were golf courses…
Golf remains the centerpiece of the club, with
two world-class 18-hole courses, a nine-hole
par-3 course, and one of the most complete

Photo courtesy of Westchester County Historical Society
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Westchester Country Club’s
South 18 hole

practice and learning facilities anywhere.
When John Bowman built the courses, he
hired Walter Travis, one of the leading architects of the day, as well as a stellar player who
won many major tournaments, including the
U.S. Amateur three times. Travis was the first
American to win the British Amateur.
The West Course is known as a challenge
for even the best players in the game, but its
original design was a real monster. When it

Photos courtesy of Westchester Country Club
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opened, the course played to par 76 at 6,733
yards, which was a long, long golf course in
1921, when steel-shafted golf clubs were novelties. It also had more than 100 bunkers,
including many cross-bunkers that pestered
short hitters, which included just about everybody. Today, following extensive renovations
by the Fazio Group, the course measures 6,718
yards, par 72, but has 40 fewer bunkers.
Travis intended the South Course to be

less difficult, so everyday golfers would have a
course to play that wouldn’t break their spirits
every time they teed it up. The South retains
that purpose today but can be quite challenging. From the tips, the course plays 6,623 yards,
nearly as long as the West, with par of 71.
“One unusual feature that Westchester has
is two completely different, both very good,
golf courses,” according to Director of Golf Ben
Hoffhine. “The West Course is hard enough
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Memorable
Westchester
Classic Moments
Some highlights of the Classic over the years
have included a double eagle by Bob Guilder
(left) on the closing hole of his third round
in 1982. Only the spectators saw him hit the
251-yard three wood, however, since CBS
TV’s broadcast of the event had paused for
a commercial break just before he hit it. A
plaque marks the spot in the fairway of the
9th hole (as members play the course).

WCC hosted its first national golf championship in 1923 and its second in 2021.
Both were the USGA’s U.S. Women’s Amateur. Underdog Edith Cummings won the
1923 event the week before the Yankees and
Giants were to meet in the World Series. Last
year, another underdog, Jensen Castle, battled through 36 holes of medal play, three
rounds of single-elimination stroke play, and
a 36-hole medal-play final match to take home
the Robert Cox Cup.
The PGA Tour made Westchester its
home for nearly 50 years, beginning with
the 1963 Thunderbird Classic, won by Arnold
Palmer, and ending with the Senior Players
Championship in 2011, where Fred Couples

Ben Hogan, 58 years old, played his final
competitive round at the Classic on July 30,
1970, carding a 78 and withdrawing from the
tournament.
J.C. Snead, nephew of Sam Snead and onetime assistant pro at Century CC in Purchase,
defeated Seve Ballesteros in a one-hole playoff in 1987. The aggressive Spaniard tried to drive to the green on the short 1st
hole (as played by the members) but pulled his shot into an impossible position.
Snead calmly played a four iron from the tee to the middle of the fairway, pitched
on and won the tournament.

to challenge the best players in the world. The
South Course is a challenge from the back tees
but is very user-friendly for the shorter-hitting
player. The course designs indicate how inclusive the club was meant to be.”
Hoffhine points out that when the club
was founded, it had full, bond-holding women
members. Today, he says, “Our ladies’ associations have 300 members, and 50 percent of our
junior players are girls.” With an eye toward
the future, Hoffhine says the club has placed
particular emphasis on young golfers. “The goal
of our junior program is to expose children to
the game so that they will fall in love with it.
“We have over 100 kids involved in junior golf
every day,” he says. “We’re starting a program
for 3-year-olds this year.”

And international
recognition…
On May 15, 1922, opening day for Westchester Biltmore Country Club was marked by an
exhibition match played by the reigning 1921
PGA Champion, Walter Hagen, teamed with
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“Long Jim” Barnes, who held the 1921 U.S.
Open title, earned while serving as head pro at
newly opened Pelham CC. They took on WCC’s
first head professional, Cuthbert Butchart, and
then-amateur Tommy Armour. The “locals”
beat the national-headline-makers 2-up.
That same year, in October, the club hosted
the concluding half of the “Golf Championship
of the World.” The 72-hole contest between
Walter Hagen and Gene Sarazen had begun
the day before, at Oakmont CC in Pittsburgh,
with the two boarding an overnight train for
New York to finish the match in Westchester.
The pair were inarguably the leading golfers of
the day. Hagen was a four-time major winner
at that point in his career, including the 1922
British Open. Local hero Sarazen, who was
born in Harrison and caddied at the Apawamis Club next door, had won both the U.S.
Open and the PGA Championship that year.
Sarazen came from behind to top Hagen 3-2
in the 36-hole final, collected his $2,000 prize
check, then went to St. Luke’s in Yonkers for
an emergency appendectomy.

Guilder photo courtesy of Westchester Country Club

3/15/22 11:50 AM

took home the first-place trophy. The club is
best known, however, as the venue for the
Westchester Classic, which began in 1967
with a win by Jack Nicklaus. An ugly dispute
between the club and the PGA Tour marked
the beginning of the end when the FedEx
Cup was inaugurated by the playing of The
Barclays in 2007. Steve Stricker won that
event, joining a gallery of Classic winners
that included nearly every outstanding player
in the game. Vijay Singh won three times;
Nicklaus, Sergio Garcia, Ernie Els, and Seve
Ballesteros won it twice.
The most recent professional championship to be played at WCC was the 2015 KPMG
Women’s PGA Championship, a major for-

merly known as the LPGA Championship.
Inbee Park became only the second player to
win the tournament three times in succession,
tying Annika Sorenstam.

And more to come…
Westchester CC President Mark Christiana
says, “The future of WCC is very bright. We
continue to make investments in all areas of
our facilities to meet the needs of current and
future members.”
The success of the KMPG and the U.S. Women’s Amateur drew the attention of the sport’s
governing bodies. It wouldn’t be surprising to
see announcements that Westchester Country
Club will host more world-class events soon. •

Golf at Westchester Country Club

Photo courtesy of Westchester County Historial Society

WCC_Golf2022.indd 35

Sports
Beyond
Golf
Paddle sports are far from an
afterthought. Westchester CC
maintains five pristine grass
tennis courts in addition to
15 Har-Tru clay courts. Play
is available on indoor courts
throughout the year. Paddle
tennis is played on five newly
renovated courts, while squash
players use six singles courts
and a doubles court at the
club. More than a thousand
members are regular tennis
players — and that doesn’t
count squash and paddle
tennis. The squash facility
regularly hosts National Junior
Ranking Tournaments, along
with both men’s and women’s
professional events. The club
hosted the prestigious Pro
Flight Paddle Tour Finals, as
well as the 2020 American
Platform Tennis Association
Mixed National Championships.
The WCC Beach Club is a
world-class facility. Part of
John Bowman’s original vision,
the Beach Club was built on
62 acres he purchased on
Manursing Island, in Rye, and
opened in 1922 with a gala
featuring a 25-piece orchestra
and a formal fashion show.
Today, the Beach Club features
a sand beach on Long Island
Sound, five separate foodand-beverage facilities, and
arguably the largest swimming
pool in Westchester. The
900,000-gallon saltwater
Main Pool regularly hosts the
Westchester County Swimming
Association Championship.
More than 2,000 members
pack the Beach Club on Fourth
of July weekend.
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GOLF TO WATCH AND PLAY | Daily-Fee Courses

Publinx
Players
Have More

Westchester Options
Westchester is home to some of the best daily-fee courses anywhere.
By Jeremy Leigh
able to join as annual passholders at several
levels. For now, daily-fee play will be limited
to Harrison residents as well, although that
may change once the level of demand is established. This initial year for Harrison Meadows
will essentially be a shakedown cruise for new
ownership, new management, new staff, and
new public-course golfers.
With a 71.3 course rating from the tips,
Harrison Meadows is more difficult than most
of the public courses in the county, but multiple tees make it playable for shorter hitters.
Much of the difficulty comes from elevation
climbs, like those on the 9th and 18th holes,
both near-500-yard par 5s that play straight
up cardiac-arrest-inducing hills. Water is a
factor on half the holes on the course.

Harrison Meadows CC
Harrison
6,610 yards • par 71

Harrison Meadows is the first new daily-fee
golf club to open in Westchester in nearly 15
years, although for now, at least, it will be
available only to Harrison residents and their
guests. The course, which has existed in one
form or another on the property since 1917,
was most recently Willow Ridge CC. When
the member-owned private club put itself on
the market, the Town of Harrison stepped
in and took it over last year and hired Troon
Golf to manage it. It opened as a semiprivate
club this year.
Residents of the town, which includes Harrison, West Harrison, and Purchase, will be
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whole flows perfectly as an integrated 18-hole
experience. The 451-yard 2nd hole, the hardest on the course, opens with a semi-blind
tee shot and ends with a long, frightening
approach to a green well-protected by water.
The 378-yard 10th punishes the player who
insists on hitting a driver off the tee — unless
it’s done with a perfect draw, in which case
birdie becomes a very real possibility. The
par-3 15th hole can be played with a short iron

Pound Ridge GC

Pound Ridge GC
Pound Ridge
7,165 yards • par 72

The Pete Dye masterpiece in Pound Ridge
offers a unique daily-fee golf experience
in Westchester. It’s hard; it’s beautiful; it’s
impeccable. Hard? Yes, with a course rating of
76.0 from the tips, Pound Ridge is definitely
hard. When Dye was confronted with the difficulty of the track, though, his answer was
simple: Play the right tees for your game, and
you’ll have a fun, memorable round of golf.
The scorecard strongly suggests which tees
you should play based on your handicap and
proves Dye right.
Once you conquer your fear, you’ll find
Pound Ridge GC a true world-class delight.
Each hole has a character of its own, yet the

Harrison Meadows Photo by Dave Donelson; Pound Ridge photo courtesy of Buffalo Agency
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ricocheted off the massive rock outcropping
behind the 65-yard-wide green. Where else are
you going to find a hole like that in the county?
Pound Ridge GC green fees are commensurate with the quality of the golf and a variety of
time-of-day rates make the course affordable
for just about any player.

Centennial Lakes Course

Somers National GC

Lake Isle CC
Eastchester
6,019 yards • par 70

Lake Isle’s Devereux Emmet course epitomizes
classic shotmaker’s golf. The short-but-challenging course presents the full spectrum of
short and long holes, as well as straight and
crooked, uphill and downhill. You’ll play over
or around water, navigate blind shots, and
use every club in your bag — perhaps even
off the tee!
The course opens with a pair of short par
4s and a par 3, then smacks you in the face
with a trio of the toughest holes in town: the
425-yard, par-4 4th; 400-yard, uphill-dogleg
5th; and the 449-yard, par-4 6th. After you
catch your breath, you get to tackle the 230yard, par-3 9th hole to finish the opening nine.
The back side has several captivating
and challenging holes, including the 396yard, downhill, severe-dogleg 16th, with
water in play off the tee, and the 280-yard,
precision-required 18th, one of the most
fun holes in Westchester.
Lake Isle CC is owned by the Town of Eastchester and offers both memberships and dailyfee play to residents and nonresidents alike.

Somers National GC
Somers
6,349 yards • par 72

When new owners took over the former West
Hill Course in Heritage Hills in 2019, they
promised to renovate the hilly, sub-par facility
and present a public-golf alternative worthy
of play in golf-rich Westchester. Their goal
was achieved with Somers National GC, an

interesting track where local knowledge helps
a lot and a steady hand on the putter is needed
to put pars on the scorecard.
Somers National rewards the player who
takes time to study the options on each hole
before bombing away with the driver off the
tee. The 389-yard 3rd hole, for example, lets
you choose whether to challenge the water on
the left or the trees on the right with your tee
shot. The 628-yard, par-5 14th hole features a
fairway that bends like a snake before bringing
you to a tiny green protected by a creek.
It’s fun golf and not for the faint of heart.
The semiprivate club offers memberships, as
well as daily-fee play.

Westchester County
Courses
Daily-fee golfers in Westchester should be
quite happy with the six courses owned and
operated by the county’s parks department.
There’s a course just right for golfers at every
level, from short and scenic Dunwoodie in
Yonkers to long and challenging Hudson Hills
in Ossining. Sprain Lake in Yonkers is on the
shorter side but is no pushover, while Maple
Moor in White Plains rewards the straight
shooter who can pull out a cannon once or
twice during the round. Roller-coaster elevation changes may make Mohansic in Yorktown Heights the most challenging course in
the rota, while Saxon Woods in Scarsdale will
be the choice of the golf purist looking for a
classic layout that is rumored to have several
features designed by A.W. Tillinghast. •

Somers photo courtesy of Somers National GC

DailyFee_Golf_2022.indd 37

WESTCHESTER GOLF 2022

37

3/15/22 11:41 AM

A HOLE IN ONE
FOR NY SPORTS FANS.

A HOLE IN ON
FOR NY SPORTS F

AN INNOVATIVE SPORTS MEMBERSHIP EXPERIENCE
✔ Read extra premium sports stories and in-depth analysis
✔ Get exclusive newsletters right to your inbox
✔ Interact with the best sports writers in town

AD NY Post FP.indd 38

T A F RE
STAR
ET
TO
RI
N

AL

SC
A

GET 30 DAYS FREE

AN INNOVATIVE SPORTS MEMBERSHIP
✔ Read extra premium sports stories and inNYPost.com/SportsPlusFreeTrial
✔ Get exclusive newsletters right to yo
✔ Interact with the best sports writers
3/17/22 11:13 AM

TRAVEL | Pinehurst
The Cradle

Travel

Home

to the Home of

American
Golf

Pinehurst offers a plethora
of pleasures for both
golfers and non-golfers.
By Dave Donelson

Photo by Chip Henderson
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It’s easy to see why Pinehurst bills itself as the
“Home of American Golf.” There is the historic Pinehurst Resort, of course, with endless amenities and
even more endless golf — 11 courses, to be exact.
Helping to cement the reputation is a cornucopia of
excellent golf just outside the resort, with another
30 courses within a 20-minute drive.
The glory of Pinehurst golf isn’t just a story
about the numbers of golf holes, though. It’s the
quality of the courses and the entire golf experience
that truly make it special. Six courses in the region
are ranked in the top 100 in the country by Golf
Digest. Pinehurst No. 2 is believed to have hosted
more single golf championships than any course in
the country, including three U.S. Opens, with five
more scheduled through 2047.
This year, Pine Needles Lodge & Golf Club in
Southern Pines is the site of the 77th U.S. Women’s
Open, the seventh USGA championship the club
has hosted. Also this year, Pinehurst No. 6 will host
the first U.S. Adaptive Open Championship, a new
event from the USGA.
Best of all, everyone can play these historic
courses, including Pinehurst No. 2, where you
will walk in the footsteps of Bobby Jones, Sam
Snead, and Jack Nicklaus before taking a selfie
with the iconic statue of 1999 U.S. Open winner
Payne Stewart making his exuberant fist pump
next to the 18th green. And while you’re playing
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the 3rd hole, don’t forget to pay your respects
to Dornoch Cottage, the home of legendary
architect Donald Ross, just a pitch shot away
from the green.
A different challenge awaits on Pinehurst
No. 4, where Gil Hanse designed an all-new
course that opened in 2019 where “big” is the
operative word. He and design partner Jim
Wagner took advantage of the topography
to build expansive fairways, as well as giant
bunkers, water hazards, and greens. The
greens on No. 4 may be more receptive than
No. 2’s, but that’s because they’re larger, in
keeping with the scale of the course. Fortyfooters don’t make three-putts any less
likely, though.
If you believe a round of golf should have
giggles as well as struggles, be sure to play
a round (or two) on the Cradle, the delightful Gil Hanse-designed par-3 course that sits
between the massive putting green with its
own 18-hole putting course, “Thistle Dhu,”
and the Pinehurst clubhouse. The Cradle is
perfect for families to enjoy together (kids play
free with a paying adult) or serious golfers to
hone their wedge play and putting.
But there’s more to do in the neighborhood than chase your little white ball around
the pasture. You shouldn’t miss Pinehurst
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Pinehurst No. 2, Hole 7 (top);
Pinehurst No. 4, Hole 6

Village, where diners shop, and shoppers dine,
in the almost too-picturesque hamlet. And
just a few minutes away is Southern Pines
and Aberdeen, where you can explore historical sites, visit a whole community of potters,
or immerse yourself in the beauty of refined
horticultural gardens or natural hiking trails,
not to mention shop, eat, and imbibe to your
heart’s content. A remarkable number of visitors come for tennis and other sports besides
golf, too.
Pinehurst and the surrounding Sandhills

area is one of the most user-friendly golf destinations in the country. From LaGuardia, it’s
an easy flight to Raleigh, followed by an houror-so drive to Pinehurst. Accommodations
are available in every price range and style.
Enjoy 10 food-and-beverage experiences at the
Pinehurst Resort and probably another 50 or
60 in Southern Pines and Aberdeen. A couple
not to miss are Elliott’s on Linden for contemporary fine cuisine and the Pinehurst Brewing
Company for barbecue, pizza, microbrews, and
raucous company. •

Photos by Chip Henderson
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Orthopedic precision.
AS SEEN FROM THE 18TH TEE.

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

GREENWICH, STAMFORD,
HARRISON, WILTON, DANBURY

You’re looking at the results of an outpatient
shoulder surgery performed by an ONS fellowship
trained shoulder surgeon. The specialist’s approach
was tailored to meet the patient’s individual goals.
It’s orthopedic medicine that adapts to your lifestyle.
Not the other way around. Having trouble seeing
the results? Look 200 yards ahead.
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