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EXPERIENCE THE DEL MAR DIFFERENCE

WE WERE THE FIRST, AND MORE THAN 25 YEARS LATER
DEL MAR COMMUNITIES REMAIN THE BEST
Your investment in a Del Mar home will change the way you think.
Our sweeping views will give you a sense of freedom that is hard to ﬁnd in other places.

Villas Del Mar · Espiritu · Oasis Palmilla
Exlusively Represented by

DELMARLOSCABOS.COM

True to its name, the newly reimagined Cocina del Mar
prepares wholesome, deeply satisfying dishes that celebrate
the sea surrounding you on all sides.

It’s a rarefied dining experience that inspires lingering past sunset as you feast on Charred
Octopus, Seared Scallops with corn “Esquite” sauce, carnitas, cotija cheese, and Colima Salt
Crusted Totoaba while basking in the rhythm of the waves and the glow of lantern light.

+52.624.1456435
carr. transp. km 6.5 cabo san lucas, bcs
esp.cocinadelmar@aubergeresorts.com
cocinadelmarcabo.com
@cocinadelmaresperanza
/cocinadelmaresperanza

IN THE HEART OF THE
GOLDEN CORRIDOR

Jack Nicklaus golf. A rare and pristine swimmable cove. Effortless, laidback luxury. Exceptional amenities and experiences. Sincere,
personalized service. Four Seasons Cabo San Lucas at Cabo Del Sol Private Residences.
With a thoughtful mixture of Private Residences and Custom Homesites, the Cove Club at Cabo Del Sol is the perfect secure
getaway for your family to explore all the allure, charm and adventure of Los Cabos.

thecoveclub.com

Four Seasons Cabo San Lucas at Cabo del Sol are not owned, developed or sold by Four Seasons Hotels Limited or its affiliates (Four Seasons). The developer, Oakmont Corporation Development, uses the Four Seasons trademarks and
tradenames under a license from Four Seasons Hotels Limited. Cabo del Sol is the real estate agent responsible for the marketing and sales of Four Seasons Cabo San Lucas at Cabo Del Sol.

Continues
A piece of Legado can be yours.
Del Mar Development is commencing the construction of three spectacular
residences, with a private beach tram and one-of-a-kind panoramic views
overlooking the pristine Palmilla coastline.
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“This is the place
to fulfill your Legacy ”
For generations to enjoy
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Last Opportunity to Build Your Dream
Residence in Villas Del Mar

T: (888) 626-2340

QUERENCIA
IS COMMUNITY
Gather, adventure and unwind.
Here, find true community and the
best that Cabo has to offer.

Private Residential Community | Award-winning Fazio Golf
Clubhouse & Beach Club | Hiking & Biking trails, Q Catamaran, Kids Club & more

EXPERIENCE QUERENCIA, DISCOVER COMMUNITY
1.833.507.2226 US | (52) 624.145.6615 MX | @QCabo
REQUEST AN INVITATION AT QCABO.COM
QCabo.com | info@QCabo.com

Appointments
International +52 624 104 9999 ext 76700
vlc.spa@viceroyhotelsandresorts.com

A new outdoor garden dining experience where Mediterranean
flavors flourish, with a creative Los Cabos twist.

Expertly crafted by Excecutive Chef Carlos Alberto Terán Rodriguez,
a veteran of Michelin-starred kitchens in Europe and beyond.

Reser v at ions
Inter nat iona l +52 (62 4) 10 4 9999 E x t. 7350 0
conc ierge.vlc @ v iceroyhotelsa nd resor ts.com

Where Cabo Comes to Life
Four of Cabo’s most contemporary and innovative restaurant experiences, yours to discover.

AGUA | SEARED | SUVICHE | BREEZE
oneandonlypalmilla.com +52.624.146.7000

The Cabo lifestyle, elevated.
Welcome to Old Lighthouse Golf & Ocean Club. Barely one mile outside the heart of Cabo San Lucas,
this private gated community embodies the very finest of the Cabo lifestyle. Once here, you won’t want to leave.
After all, everything you come to Cabo for is right here. Enjoy three miles of pristine beaches, one of Golf
Digest’s “World’s 100 Greatest Golf Courses,” and world-class amenities.
Spectacular ocean and golf view homesites are nestled atop dramatic dunes
nearly 300 feet above the ocean, offered from $2.75 million.

For a private tour, visit the Quivira Golf Club
602-767-4722 (US) | 52-624-142-9934 (MX) | OLCCabo.com

CABOLIVINGMAG.COM

CABO

®

PHOTO BY PAUL PAPANEK

LIVING

LOCAL DATES
OF INTEREST
IN LOS CABOS, MEXICO

MAY 1: Primero de Mayo
This Mexican national holiday is equivalent to the U.S. Labor Day.

MAY 3: Holy Cross Day Día de la Santa Cruz

This is the time when construction workers decorate and mount crosses on
unfinished buildings, and then celebrate onsite with fireworks and picnics.

MAY 5: Cinco de Mayo

This Mexican national holiday honors the Mexican victory over the French army
at Puebla de los Angeles in 1862.

MAY 10: Mother’s Day

This holiday is especially significant in Mexico, due to the importance of the
mother in Mexican culture.

JUNE 1: Navy Day
Navy Day is an official Mexican holiday.

JUNE 24: Saint John the Baptist Day

This religious holiday is celebrated with festivities, fairs and popular jokes
involving being dunked in water.

SEPTEMBER 16: Mexican Independence Day

This holiday celebrates the date upon which Miguel Hidalgo delivered El Grito
de Dolores and announced the Mexican revolt against Spanish rule.
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OCTOBER 12: Día de la Raza

This commemorative holiday celebrates Columbus’ arrival to the Americas, as
well as the historical origins of the Mexican people.
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Luxury Lodging Baja Sur Style: Los Cabos continues to set the
standard in Mexico for all others to follow.
Let’s not forget them!

Dining Out by Michael Koehn

Dalia: A new star at the Viceroy Los Cabos adds an exotic taste
palate to the local dining scene.
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Have the relaxing getaway you’ve been dreaming of at
Cabo Azul Resort in San Jose del Cabo, where the white
sands and crystal blue waters are steps from your elegantly
appointed villa with one, two or three bedrooms.
Luxuriate in the trilevel infinity pool with swim-up bar, enjoy fine dining at
our award-winning Javier’s and Flor de Noche restaurants, and revitalize
yourself at PAZ Body & Mind Spa and our state-of-the-art fitness center.
Stunning views and one-of-a-kind, open-air wedding venues provide
the perfect backdrop for the romantic experience of a lifetime.

Book online at caboazulresort.com or

call 800-438-2929
2111-1403

Cross-border legal strategy. Local presence.

At Snell & Wilmer, we are committed to being your perfect fit
in the United States, Mexico and beyond.
Real Estate Development • Foreign Investment • Commercial Finance
Cross-Border Business Transactions • Corporate Counseling
Master Planned Communities and Subdivisions • Zoning and Land Use
Please contact Carlos Sugich at csugich@swlaw.com for more information.

swlaw.com

ALBUQUERQUE | BOISE | DALLAS | DENVER | LAS VEGAS | LOS ANGELES | LOS CABOS | ORANGE COUNTY
PHOENIX | PORTLAND | RENO | SALT LAKE CITY | SAN DIEGO | SEATTLE | TUCSON | WASHINGTON, D.C.

Be One With Outdoor Adventure

Where You Can Run Free
La Marina Inn welcomes all to feel at home, rest their heads, savor Cabo’s fresh, outdoor living and explore a fresh new
perspective. Inspired by the stars and the singular spirit of Baja, The Inn welcomes guests into a world that honors
local history and cherished traditions. Located at La Playita, The Inn is just steps away from your next adventure yet
a world away from the ordinary.

Calle Los Pescadores S/N. La Playita, San José del Cabo, B.C.S. 23403
MX Ph +52 (624) 142 4166 USA Ph +1 (626) 548 2681
LaMarinaInn.com Reservations: manager@lamarinainn.com

THE HEART OF CABO

Here you don’t follow the extraordinary, you experience it!
Explore Mexico’s must-haves and a blend of international cuisine, all in one place.
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Enter tainment

•

Lifes ty le

For business opportunities inquire at info@theshoppes.mx
Carr. Transp. Km 27.5, Palmilla, S.J.C.. B.C.S., Mexico | Tel. +52.624.144.6999 | www.TheShoppesAtPalmilla.com |

TheShoppesPalmilla
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Luxury Lodging
Baja Sur Style
Los Cabos continues to set the standard in Mexico
for all others to follow.

W

e get asked almost daily, what’s
the best place to stay in Cabo?
Specifically, which luxury hotels
would we recommend? While that arena has
changed drastically in the last 10 years, many
of the same names keep popping up at the
top of the list.
The first question is, Pacific or Corridor.
San Jose or Los Cabos. Kids or no kids the
next question.
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In San Jose, Cabo Azul, Viceroy,
Palmilla and Cabo Surf always four of
our favorites. North of there in East
Cape, the Four Seasons Costa Palmas is
tremendous addition.
Along the corridor, The Hilton has
always been tremendous stay. We love
Casa Del Mar for a real old school Mexico
feel. Las Ventanas, of course. Chileno Bay
& Esperanza are superb. So is The Cape.
The new Four Seasons at Cabo del Sol should
be a stunner.
Our cover subject, The Waldorf Astoria,
continues to redefine elegance.
On the Pacific, Nobu and Rancho San

Lucas have made the beach extra special.
St. Regis is almost complete.
In Todos Santos, The Guaycura and
Rancho Pescedero, soon to be rebranded
as a Hyatt.
There are others not mentioned that are
excellent and help guide Baja Sur as the true
luxury leader in all of Mexico!

David H. Leathers/President/Editor

dine with us. stay with us

nobuhotelloscabos.com
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Let’s not forget them!

C

abo has always been a close, caring
and giving community, and, as such,
has supported its local charitable
organizations. Like any community,
these charities are an important part of
its fabric, supporting those less fortunate

in almost every aspect of life. Several of
these organizations rely heavily on annual
fundraisers including gala events. However,
due to COVID, these were either canceled
or substantially cut back over the last couple
of years.
Now as the world appears to be adjusting
to COVID and getting back to some
degree of normalcy these organizations are
also reaching out for support in numerous
ways. They’re beginning to have smaller
gatherings and communicating their goals
by other creative means. For example, the
well known Casa Hogar was the focus
of the movie, Blue Miracle, with Netflix,
producing tremendous results.
However, one thing has not changed.

These non-profit organizations continue to
need ongoing public support in order to meet
their operational budgets.
As a reminder, here is a list of several of
the charities that have done so much for so
many in the community over the years. Let’s
not forget to support them!

Sincerely,

Bob Kirstine/Publisher
rkirstine@kirstineco.com

• The Los Cabos Children’s Foundation - www.loscaboschildren.org

• Boys and Girls Club of Baja - https://cnynbcs.org

• Liga M.A,C. - www.ligamac.org

• Los Cabos Humane Society - https://loscaboshumanesociety.org

• Building Baja’s Future - www.buildingbajasfuture.org

• Red Autismo - https://redautismo.org/en/

• Casa Hogar - www.casahogarcabo.com

• Letty Coppel Foundation - https://fundacionlettycoppel.com

• Green Scholarship Program - https://gspcabo.org/en

• Bomberos - www.bomberoscsl.com

• A migos De Los Ninos - https://adlncabo.org

• Los Cabos Rotary Club - jarocho@clubrotarioloscabos.org.mx

• Foundation Iluminame Youth Center - www.fundacioniluminame.org/en/

• PET Los Cabos - https://www.facebook.com/PETLosCabos/
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This MMSL Facility won the most quality and service awards.
Located just 10 minutes from downtown Cabo San Lucas, fully equipped
port-of-entry Airport. We are the unique and exclusive service-oriented airport!

Offering You:
• Brand new 32,000-sq.-ft. hangar facility
• LOCATION: Just 5 miles from the Arch of Cabo San Lucas
• Night Time operation, 24 hours ops available.
• More operation hours than others: 6:00 am to 8:00 pm
• 7,000’ X 150’ ft runway, control tower, IFR VOR procedures,
Radar Approach.
• Jeppesen and Universal Certified.

™

INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

• Hangars available with capacity for B737.
• More than 700,000 sq ft of ramp for parking (the biggest GA in all Baja)
• Fuel Jet-A and AvGas, GPU, ASU, Air Conditioning Unit and All Ground
Support Equipment.
• Greatest FBO and terminal. All airport with security 24/7, certified.
• The only one with High End Focused Services.
• Tips and gratuities are prohibited.

Call: (624) 124 5500, (624) 124 5674
Calling from USA dial 011 52 + area code + phone number
Fax: (624) 124 5550
Email: ops@acsl.com.mx • Visit: www.acsl.com.mx
Cabo San Lucas International Airport: reservations@acsl.com.mx

Villa Golondrina
Puerta del Sol, Los Cabos
$3,900,000 USD

Move
beyond
your
expectations.
Bay of Dreams 43
Bahía de los Sueños, La Paz
$995,000 USD

One Homes Medano 6301
P de la Marina 4732, CSL
$2,885,000 USD

CONTACT US: +52 624.172.65.55 | US Toll Free: 1 (877) 812.3219 | info@sirloscabos.com
www.loscabossir.com | Two locations: Art District SJD l Marina CSL
sirloscabos
@loscabossothebysrealty
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

LOS CABOS, BAJA CALIFO RNIA SUR, M E XICO

Terrasol 122
Edificio Marlin Terrasol, CSL
$1,195,000 USD
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El Arco!
Thank you for sending the link for the
Spring 2022 issue of Cabo Living magazine.
Our ad looks very nice, and I enjoyed
the article on architecture titled “Beyond
El Arco.” Congratulations on this new
Spring issue!
Alejandro Ehrenberg
Los Cabos Sotheby’s International Realty
Art District - San Jose del Cabo
Baja California Sur, Mexico

Spread the Love
I would like two packages of the last three
issues of Cabo Living sent to someone in the
USA. Please let me know what that would
cost. I am a resident of Querencia and
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regular reader. Could be some opportunity
for your publication as well.
Carl Gustavson
San Francisco, CA

High Flyer
I wanted to say I got an email from a guy in
Denver who reads Cabo Living and saw our
page – thanks again for the opportunity!
John Geary
Chief Executive Officer
Silverhawk Aviation
Lincoln, NE

Great Victories
Greetings to our loving community of
supporters, encouragers and volunteers.

When I pause to reflect on the unique
challenges of the year I am left in awe of
the special kindness and favor that covers
the Casa Hogar family. While we have our
share of unique obstacles and challenges,
we witness great victories. It’s easy to love
these girls, boys and teens. Through the
investment of quality time, friendships and
mentor relationships are formed. They are
great kids and we’re hooked on helping
them to heal and prepare for a bright future.
Thank you for helping us to see through this
valuable work.
Jayson Stirrup
Executive Director
Casa Hogar
Cabo San Lucas, B.C.S., Mexico

OWN A PIECE
OF THE SKY

Silverhawk has the perfect solution for every private charter need.
Whether you fly privately once a year or would benefit from the
additional savings or tax benefits offered from our Jet Card and
Fractional Ownership programs, we have you covered.
Silverhawk Aviation guarantees the best value in private
travel in the Midwest.

To learn more about
Jet Cards or the benefits of
Fractional Ownership,
please contact John Geary
at 531.333.5800 or visit
silverhawkaviation.com.

Our Nicksan Art delivers a Japanese
gastronomic experience balanced with
unique Mexican flavors.

SAN JOSÉ DEL CABO, B.C.S.
Las Tiendas de Palmilla, local 116 | (624) 144 6264 | www.nicksan.com

AN EPIC WESTERN ADVENTURE AWAITS YOU AT RAWAH RANCH

SEARCHING FOR THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS, THEY HAVE NEVER LEFT THE RANCH

rawahranch.com

Contact Us: +1.800.510.7071
info@rawahranch.com
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Médano Beach
The Mantlepiece of Cabo

This Shimmering Expanse of White Sand is a Place
Where Everyone Comes to Play.
~by Michael Koehn | photos courtesy of Juancho Tolson, Roger Andries & Francisco Estrada~
Continued on next page
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Great communities are sometimes known for their great
common areas, those open spaces where people can come
together to enjoy the inviting charms, either natural or manmade that encourage us to play or sightsee or just relax, to get
away from it all. Central Park in New York City is one such
space, something designed as a woodsy, immersive getaway for
city dwellers, and Ipanema Beach in Rio is famous in travelogue
and song for its expansive beauty and fun-loving lifestyle.
Then there’s Médano Beach in Cabo, as
classic a beach environment as you could
hope for. If there’s one place you must
visit in Los Cabos, a place that teems with
fun and activities and scenic vistas, it’s
that almost two miles of white sand beach
overlooking Cabo San Lucas Bay and the
spectacular rock formations of Land’s End at
the confluence of the Pacific Ocean and the
Sea of Cortez. Over the past few decades,
Médano Beach has become a destination
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playground for locals and millions of
international visitors alike.
It’s hard to imagine now, but there was
a time when Cabo and its world-famous
beach were almost deserted, save for a tuna
cannery and a handful of local fishermen
who plied the fish-filled waters just offshore.
It was probably the Hacienda, the iconic
hotel on the dunes above the beach, that
provided the first open invitation to the area
when it opened, visitors most often arriving

by private plane and landing on the adjacent
dirt landing strip near the hotel property.
In the mid-seventies there were some
serious efforts by the Mexican Government
to encourage tourist development in key
tourist destinations within Mexico. Cancun,
Loreto, Los Cabos, Huatulco and Ixtapa
were all infused with torrents of cash to
create new infrastructure. The idea was to
encourage high power investors after creating
necessary infrastructure, expropriating
land for development and offering enticing,
preferential loans. Some of these destinations
like Cancun and Los Cabos, exploded;
others, not so much.
This attracted big money developers like
Eduardo Sanchez Navarro to come and make
their mark in the area and his development
team Grupo Cabo Real (now Grupo
Questro) and these visionaries and the people
who followed saw the vast potential in the
area as a world class destination.
Sanchez Navarro was involved in creating
several significant projects in the area

including the airport in San Jose, Puerto
Los Cabos, and Club Campestre that
helped define southern Baja. Beginning in
1986, Grupo Cabo Real eventually bought
properties that stretched from El Tule to
where the Westin is now, a huge expanse of
beachfront, with some interruptions along
the way. When in town, Sanchez Navarro
relied on his helicopter pilot, Juancho Tolson,
to get him around the area.
Originally from Valle de Bravo, outside
Mexico City, Tolson kept busy when the
development team was in town. “I was hired
to fly Cabo Real principals around their
various properties. Sanchez Navarro would

(FAR LEFT AND BELOW) | OPPOSITE PAGE: View of
Médano Beach in 1992. Juancho and Doris after Hurricane
Juliet, 2002. Street leading to The Sand Bar, 1992. THIS
PAGE: The Sand Bar beach promotion, 1996. Médano
Beach view from site of Casa Dorada. The Sand Bar’s
extended deck, 1999. The Sand Bar contractor, surveying
beach, 1992.

come into town every month or six weeks
and I would meet him at the airport, and
he would fly partners, investors, bankers,
government officials and hotel executives
around the area. It was my job to fly them
around, wherever they wanted to go,” he
explains. Along the way, as he explored the
southern Baja peninsula, his involvement
led to a front row seat to the development
of one of Baja’s great natural treasures, that
dazzling expanse of white sand that is Cabo’s
Médano Beach.
When it came to settling in, Juancho
was offered a comfortable pad to live in,
right next to the helicopter hangar in what
was then dubbed Tequila Cove - a popular
campground for thawing snowbirds that
flocked to the Baja every year. This nomadic
settlement of RV’s was within Cabo Real’s
extended 8 Km. property along the corridor
in Km. 19. However, that was far away from
the area he liked and would ultimately settle
into. Instead, Sanchez Navarro offered the
use of a property of theirs where the future

Melia San Lucas would be built (now ME
Cabo). It wasn’t much then, a neglected site
that included a deserted house, but it had a
water well, electricity and most importantly,
good proximity to the beach and central
Cabo San Lucas.
“I settled in with my dog, Aleph, and
for a couple of years I lived in a large tent
and slept on a waterbed, living like the
Marlboro man in the wild west, boiling
water for my daily coffee on a well-seasoned
fire pit,” Tolson recalls. At that time there
was only one hotel on the beach, the
Hacienda, and there were a few concessions
in the neighborhood. Las Palmas, an early
restaurant, was there, as was El Delfin. El
Sinaloense was also there and would later
become The Office. Up the street from The
Office was a small evening bar called Estela’s
that is now Edith’s. Billygan’s was a beach
disco. On the far end of the beach, there was
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE) | Entrance to The Sand Bar, 1998. The first Sand
Bar structure, lost to Hurricane Juliet, 2001. Morning view
from the main deck of The Sand Bar.

some burgeoning development being built.
Club Cascadas would become the second
hotel in the vicinity of the beach and was
Cabo’s very first timeshare.
As he had a lot of time on his hands
between visits from the team at Grupo Cabo
Real, Tolson started looking for business
opportunities and began operating a parasail
boat on the beach. “In the Spring of 1988
I married Doris, moved a trailer into the
seasoned campground, and set up a threelegged wrought iron table at the end of the
road that led to the beach right next to Las
Palmas (now Sur Restaurant. I was well
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connected from my previous employment in
Mexico City, and after calling in some favors
and pulling some strings, in 1992 I was able
to secure a coveted beach concession at the
end of the road.” The table was displaced by
a simple structure that would later become
Juancho’s Activity Center and ultimately
The Sand Bar.
Tolson cringes at the memory of talking
to the officials in Mexico City where all
beach concessions are authorized. He recalls
an official walking into the Director’s office,
carrying rolled up plans, charts, and maps
of Cabo’s bay. “I pointed to where my
impromptu set up was, adjacent to the Las
Palmas restaurant and was immediately told
that I could apply and expeditiously get a
concession that spanned all the way to El
Delfin (now Mango Deck). But I said ‘No,
all I need is my little section of the beach to

put up my wrought iron table and umbrella
to do business.’ Hindsight is 20/20 I guess
and with age, comes wisdom.”
Tolson had already been working
the beach for two years when he got his
authorization to do business, walking up
and down the beach, asking people if they
wanted to go parasailing, snorkeling or visit
The Arch. There were no beach vendors,
or wave runners at that time, and only one
other person doing parasailing, a Cabo native
named Enrique Vega. “Ours, however, was
the first parasailing business where you took
off from the back of the boat, not the beach,
like they did in Puerto Vallarta or Acapulco,”
Tolson says.
As the family began to grow, the Tolsons
began to build up their Activity Center and
increasing the size of their small fleet of
watercraft. “Our philosophy has always been

to stack it high and sell it cheap, in the interest
of making it on volume. We had a lot of
people standing in line for rides to The Arch,
Lover’s Beach, and the Marina. We turned
away a lot of business to the benefit of Las
Palmas, right next to us. They had ice cold
beer in buckets to go and sold a lot. One day
my wife Doris said, ‘Let’s get a case of beer
and a cooler and we’ll sell our own beer.’”
Licenses to sell alcohol weren’t that easy
to come by, especially in those early days.
Tolson thought they would be shut down
within days, but his wife insisted, determined
to sell a lot cervezas frias until someone shut
them down. There was no tequila or blender
and to make it work, Juancho sold only
tokens. These could be redeemed for a beer
on the boat. “That was our loophole - you
could have beer on a boat, and we did not
directly sell the beer. Out of frustration, City
Counsel finally gave us our Liquor License
in 2001, so we were operating for a long time
in clandestine mode. They did not want to
give us a liquor license earlier and they

were never successful at shutting us down.”
One of the key figures in the development
of what eventually became The Sand Bar
was a man named Jack Haley, a well-known
Orange County-based surfing pioneer
and restaurateur who owned a high-end
restaurant called Captain Jack’s in Sunset
Beach and had just recently purchased a
house in The Pedregal.
“I was at our Activity Center one day
and I was told that someone wanted to talk
to me,” Tolson recalls. “There was this man
waiting for me and he said his name was Jack
Haley. I had never heard of him. He was tall
and lanky and seemed to be a very classy guy,
a real gentleman. He said he wanted to open
a hot dog stand in Cabo and asked if I would
be willing to rent him a spot on the beach.
I told him I didn’t want to get into the food
business in a big way, and he told me he
would do everything.”
Haley called back about two weeks later
and had a long talk with Juancho, eventually
inviting him to come stay at his home in

(ABOVE) | Juancho and Doris in front of the rebuilt Sand
Bar in 2003. In this “new” format, the kitchen takes up
the entire lower floor, save for a small Activity Office. The
entire Top Deck (roof) is table space for the bar that is on
the adjacent deck.

Seal Beach. Juancho and his wife paid a
visit and had a hard time processing Haley’s
palatial estate, which occupied about three
beachfront lots and was decorated like a
museum, with artifacts from Windsor Castle
and a Mercedes 300 Gullwing on display in
the living room.
Eventually Haley explained that all he
wanted was a hot dog stand on the beach
in Cabo. Tolson could call it whatever he
wanted, and Haley would be a silent partner
and just wanted a place that would raise a
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Street leading to the back entrance
of The Sand Bar during a big storm, 2009. Early Sand Bar
on the beach, 1996. Getting “Hammered & Nailed,” 2003.
The Sand Bar dining deck, 2015.

little extra cash and would provide a hangout
where he could send his friends.
“He gave me $10,000 in cash and said,
‘Let’s get this going,’ and that in effect was
the seed money that got The Sand Bar going
in a serious legitimate way. And I wanted to
do it right, transforming the Activity Center
into a multilevel business.” The Tolsons
initially added a makeshift wood framed hot
dog stand in 1996, eight chairs around a bar,
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to go with their clandestine beer dispensary,
calling it “Juancho’s Killer Dogs and IceCold Beer.” That was the genesis of what was
to become The Sand Bar, a place to enjoy
food and drink in an atmosphere with beach
bonfires and live reggae music.
“Having Jack Haley as a friend was
one of the most significant stories in my
life. We bonded well and he taught me
the importance of customer service and
satisfaction. Our entire team at The Sand
Bar understands this and strive to make
every customer feel welcome. Unfortunately,
Capt. Jack died of cancer before we really got
things going.”
Business along the beach was beginning
to pick up as was the demand for more
beach concessions. “For the longest time,
restaurant owners, hotel managers and local
authorities have referred to Médano Beach,
in jest, as ‘The Gaza Strip,’ as everyone was

fighting over a piece of it and there were
many overlapping concessions. Though
“rent” to the Federal Government for having
these concessions was negligible, lawyer fees
to fend off the torrent of lawsuits and time
spent defending them, was indeed high.
Médano Beach giveth, but it also taketh
away and in 2001 a category 4 hurricane
called Juliette hit the area with a vengeance.
In terms of strength, it was probably
comparable to Odile which struck in 2014,
but there was much less infrastructure in
Cabo, so the damage wasn’t as severe. On
Médano Beach, though, the storm took out
fifteen vertical feet of sand, and when the
sand goes away the ocean comes in. “Juliette
didn’t just take out our business, it took out
all the businesses along the beach including
La Palmas, The Office, and Mango Deck. It
took away not only those businesses, but also
the sites those businesses were on. So that

was a real challenge in our early years, and
we nearly lost everything,” Tolson explains.
Much of the beachfront business was
similarly damaged during Odile, but
the majority rebuilt and survived that
devastating challenge also. If one thing has
been proven over the past weather challenges,
it’s that the area is resilient beyond what most
people thought possible and will be a place
that continues to attract people from all over
the world despite any setbacks.
Shortly after Juliette. Doris again made
a gear shift and sold all the boats that
survived the hurricane). Competition
was getting fierce on the beach and the
commission structure was choking the
operators. So they became commission
agents of the activities they sold and allotted
a small section of real estate to a nice,
comfortable, high standing chair. On this
comfortable perch, customers could sit
down and indulge in a foot massage and a
pedicure, all while having a huge margarita

or ice-cold beers while enjoying a spectacular
view of the bay and the backdrop of the
rocks that constitute Land’s End. They called
that program “Get Hammered While You
Get Nailed.” From that humble beginning,
Cabo’s iconic beachside massage service was
born. From that one station, they grew to
what is offered today - 30 beds and 60 full
time therapists on The Sand Bar’s rooftop.
Today The Sand Bar is one of the most
popular destinations along Médano Beach,
a one stop, multilevel location stacked high
and selling economically, where it’s possible
to settle in and enjoy the considerable charms
of the area. For the last 26 years The Sand
Bar has offered a respite from our hectic
daily lives, allowing guests to people watch
while listening to the sounds of the rolling
surf, bask in lounge chairs and enjoy freshly
prepared food and adult beverages or sit in
Continued on next page

(BELOW) | The Sand Bar with upper deck massage tables,
2015. View of Médano Beach, with available pangas,
2006. Juancho Tolson, 2021.
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Beach view of The Sand Bar, 2002.
Médano Beach view. View of Médano Beach on a busy day,
with jetskis available for rent, 2006. Aerial view of Médano
Beach, 2004, with the original Hacienda, adjacent to the
marina.
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the sand under an umbrella while listening to
upbeat, foot tapping sounds. In the evening,
the staff re-arranges the tables and removes
the umbrellas for full exposure to the moon
and stars. And the bottom deck offers an
elevated platform where guests enjoy the view
of Land’s End and the bustling activity of the
always irrepressible Médano Beach.
“This beach is like the mantelpiece of
Cabo, a place where everyone comes to warm
themselves, and I’m so glad I had a front row
seat to be able to enjoy it all these years,”
Tolson says, looking out over the expansive

stretch of beach that has helped make Cabo
and southern Baja world famous. Every
morning in Cabo he gets together with his
staff and customers at The Sand Bar. Though
no longer prepped on a fire pit like his
earliest days, he gladly shares coffee from his
French press and conversation with whoever
wants to join him.
“I’m very proud of what we were able to
do in Cabo,” Tolson says, “and these days a
lot of our efforts go into helping with dog
and local animal rescue in the community.
El Fin!
They deserve a helping hand too.”
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This

NORTHERN
DREAM
is No Mirage
Cabo’s largest
home port luxury
fishing yacht!

I

~by Ardith Stephanson | photos by Francisco Estrada~

Imagine a luxury yacht with an understated opulence
that makes you feel welcome but still pampered.
Picture a vessel designed with meticulous attention to
detail, right down to the television that swings down
for viewing in the upper deck hot tub.
Envision fishing on a platform with a square
footage of 300 feet and custom setup of up
to 32 rods and reels, unheard of on a yacht.
Then sit back and experience the hospitality
of the down-to-earth, laid-back personality
of the owner.
If it sounds like a dream, it is.

It’s Northern Dream, and its hometown
is Cabo San Lucas.
If you’ve fantasized about enjoying life
on the water on a yacht such as this, it is
available for private charter. You can sail the
seas and watch heads turn at its sleek design
and unique hazelnut color.

Continued on next page
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The rest of the time, you might see its
owner Barry Stewart fishing in the waters
of the Pacific Ocean or the Sea of Cortez,
getting full enjoyment from the craft he
designed from bow to stern.
Stewart was born in the northern
Canadian community of Hay River,
Northwest Territories. Growing up next to
Great Slave Lake, it’s no wonder Stewart
loves being on a boat. He made his living
in the building supply business, but he has
made his life on the water.
Now his dream of the ultimate fishing
yacht has become the Northern Dream,
a permanent resident in the Cabo San
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Lucas Marina that flies the Mexican flag.
Stewart grew up fishing and playing
hockey, typical of a Canadian boy, especially
one living next to the 10th largest freshwater
lake in the world. After playing junior
hockey and earning a tryout with the NHL’s
Edmonton Oilers, he returned to Hay River
and got involved in the family business, a
small building supply company.
At 23 years old, Stewart became the
President, and led the growth and success
of Igloo Building Supplies Group, which
he moved to its current home office in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. After four
decades in the business, he began to think

about stepping back somewhat and he
and his wife looked for a winter home. He
wanted to be close to the water and he’s
delighted they chose Cabo San Lucas several
years ago.
“We fell in love with Cabo,” Stewart says.
“The weather is great, the fishing is fantastic,
and the people are fantastic. It’s the perfect
environment. There’s so much to do. You can
go hiking, fishing, and ziplining. You can go
in the desert on dune buggies. There are so
many great restaurants. Whether you want
to retire or you want a great vacation, this is
the place. And it’s very safe, we’ve never had
an issue.”
With an established home in Cabo,

Stewart then started to ponder getting a boat
so he could fully enjoy his love of the water
surrounding Baja Peninsula. He had boats
before, but this beauty is his first yacht, and
he wanted to do it right.
“I usually never use the word yacht,”
Stewart says somewhat modestly,
exemplifying the values of his parents, who
taught him not to forget his upbringing. “I
always just call it a boat. If it was someone
else’s, it would be a yacht. When we’re
referring to mine, I call it a boat.”

(FAR RIGHT AND ABOVE) | OPPOSITE PAGE: Sun bed
on the bow. Owner, Barry Stewart. THIS PAGE: The
Wheelhouse. An 18-ft Robalo tethered to the sun deck. The
fly bridge.

Continued on next page
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Make no mistake. This boat is a yacht,
and has enough extraordinary features to
make it stand out from many others on
the water.
Northern Dream is a Westport hull,
originally built by Sovereign Yachts in
1999, that Stewart purchased in Florida
after searching for exactly what he wanted.
He looked at new boats but decided to do a
custom re-design of an existing one. He
had it hauled through the Panama Canal
to a small shipyard in Victoria, British
Columbia, Canada.
“We’ve been in Cabo for 12 years,” he
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says. “I’d been out on larger boats and
yachts. I couldn’t find a boat that I really
liked for fishing off, or just being on the
water that was comfortable enough to charter
down here. So I decided to look for a boat.
I looked for new boats to start with, but I
couldn’t see the type of boat set up the way I
wanted it for Cabo. So then I decided to buy
an older boat and make it the way I wanted
for Cabo.”
He spent three and a half years completely
renovating the vessel, right down to the
skin, and rebuilding it to his standards. His
fastidious attention to detail means every

inch of the ship bears his signature - and
that of his family. His daughter chose the
hazelnut exterior color, and his wife Izabela
completed all the interior design, bringing
the special shade into the cabins, California
deck and salon of the yacht. Stewart was able
to supply a lot of the products, and of course
the many ideas and innovations he wanted
for his Dream boat.
He extended the yacht from 120 to 130
feet to make it the largest super fishing boat
in the world. (It was the biggest until one in
Europe passed it by 10 feet.) He made the
ceilings higher, and enlarged the staterooms
and bathrooms, which are typically small
and cramped on boats of any size. He made
it maintenance free, inside and out. He

added the newest technology and the most
modern finishings.
When it arrived in Cabo in late 2018,
it took its place on the Cabo San Lucas
Marina, and that’s where it has stayed.
Let’s get a sense of what makes the
Northern Dream so special.
“A lot of money was put into the fishing
cockpit,” Stewart says. “Yachts don’t usually
have the room for a fishing cockpit.”
The back end of the yacht features a
fishing platform of 25 feet x 12 feet. He
added two large kill boxes to keep the catch
on ice and a big live well for bait. Everything

(FAR LEFT, ABOVE AND BELOW) | OPPOSITE PAGE: Salon,
bar, dining area. THIS PAGE: “Let’s Go,” a 42-foot Freeman,
alongside Northern Dream. The fishing cockpit.

Continued on next page
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(BELOW AND FAR RIGHT) | THIS PAGE: The California
Deck. OPPOSITE PAGE: The Master State Room.
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can be processed in the back of the boat,
from cleaning to vacuum sealing. Stewart
likes his boat kept clean, and he didn’t want
anything brought inside to package.
He has 32 setups with custom Shimano
gear, and everything is cleaned after every
use and put away into custom storage - out
of the weather and out of the way. Stewart
didn’t want his fishing boat to have rods and
reels stuck under the beds when the fishing
was done.
After the fishing platform is a large
California deck, which fully opens into
the salon, the fully open doorway also not
typical on a large boat. A large seating area,
dining area and bar greet you, along with a
stunning onyx wall that’s backlit to add to

the hazelnut tones of the design throughout
the yacht.
The staterooms are large and welcoming,
including a master bedroom, two VIP rooms
and a two-bunk children’s quarters, each
with their own bathroom. All have lots of
natural light, big bathrooms and showers,
electronic controls, sound systems and
televisions. In fact, the bunk room has two
TVs to keep the kids from arguing over what
to watch.
Added touches like a steam shower and
multi-colored lighted ceiling in the master
bedroom, heated floors and warming towel
racks in all the bathrooms, and laundry
and cleaning facilities on every level add
sophistication and practicality. Guests enjoy

every amenity, and it’s easy for the crew to
clean each level to a shine without hauling
anything up and down the stairs.
The crew’s quarters are finished to the
same standards as the guest rooms, and they
have a private lounge area as well.
The galley received extra attention,
creating a workable area that’s comfortable
for the full-time chef. Stewart did mockups of the workspace with plywood,
experimenting with different designs until he
got the final layout right.
The upper deck has a large open area and

a fiberglass top that Stewart added in the
renovation. He installed the largest electric
barbecue grill made - electric for safety
reasons. There’s a hot tub and that TV that
swings down so you can watch (what else)
hockey - or anything else - while soaking in
the tub.
“I can’t tell you one thing I would do
differently,” he says. “I had time and I
changed things as we went.”
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE, BELOW AND FAR RIGHT) | THIS PAGE: The VIP
State Room. The Engine Room. OPPOSITE PAGE: Northern
Dream’s galley.
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Did we mention he likes everything kept
clean? That includes the massive engine
room and its 3800-horsepower turbocharged
engines.
“You should be able to eat off the floor of
my engine room,” he says. It’s true, as a red
carpet leads you through the gleaming white
structures, where it is indeed clean enough to
enjoy a meal.
The engine was completely rebuilt, and
he guesses the 28,000 liters of fuel needed
could get him back to Canada at cruising
speed. Everything else in the engine room
was also taken out and re-done, and the

yacht has its own desalination system
along with greywater and blackwater
processing capacity.
The wheelhouse was also completely
renovated with state-of-the-art systems,
like a flare camera that can guide the
vessel through fog, along with all the
other navigation and fishing systems you
can imagine. Navigation screens are the
size and clarity of big-screen TVs. An
at-rest stabilization system means the boat
doesn’t rock in rough waters when it’s
anchored, once again a unique feature of the
Northern Dream.

The end result is an extremely reliable
vessel that has a strict maintenance and
safety inspection schedule.
I saved the best for last - the food. Well,
everything about this watercraft is envious,
but then Stewart offered to share the fresh
dorado he caught the day before, prepared
by the world-class chef who is in charge of
the galley. He once cooked in France with
Gordon Ramsay, and used the fresh dorado
to prepare delicious ceviche and grilled tacos
with handmade blue-corn tortillas. I won’t

even attempt to describe the exquisite flavors
bursting from the dishes, with a white-glove
service that made me feel like royalty, but is
in fact offered to every guest on the yacht.
“You can have the nicest boat, but
people will complain if the food isn’t good,”
concludes Stewart, who says his mother was
a great cook and his father loved to entertain.
In fact, one of the main reasons he bought
Continued on next page
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the boat was to entertain customers, as well
as enjoy with his family and guests.
The chef is one of the full-time operations
crew, along with the captain and engineer,
hostess, service staff and cleaning staff.
After every use, the yacht is completely
cleaned. The crew also looks after Stewart’s
42-foot Freeman LR, which is Stewart’s
other fishing boat. This incredibly fast
fishing vessel brings a whole new adventure
to fishing in the Cabo area. It can join
Northern Dream on longer trips to allow
guests to cruise to more remote locations for
fishing, diving, and whale watching.
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As mentioned, Stewart uses Northern
Dream himself, to entertain customers or
friends. His family all love to fish, and they
occasionally head out for a sunset cruise
at Land’s End or a vacation up the Sea of
Cortez. He also donates the boat for charity
fundraisers, as he’s proud to have the yacht in
Cabo and wants to support the community.
A private charter can be arranged through
any yacht charter company. Charters have
included people from all over the world,
and all walks of life. Actors, professional
athletes, and business people are just a few of
the customers who have enjoyed the yacht.

Movies have been shot on deck, and guests
have celebrated weddings and anniversaries.
Get on board to enjoy the daytime fun,
and when night falls, the lighting and
ambiance bring a completely new feel to
Northern Dream.
This yacht is set up for fishing but also
for anything else guests may enjoy. Stewart
says some people fish, some people party,
and some just relax. A typical day charter
involves going out early to fish, then setting
anchor in the Cabo San Lucas Bay to enjoy
the multitude of toys on board. There are
three Sea Doos that lift down with the davit
crane (along with an 18-foot tender which
can run you to shore). There are sea bobs,
kayaks, floating platforms, paddleboards
and more, all replaced or added to every two
years to keep up with the latest trends.

There are a lot of repeat customers, and
once you see the boat, you know why. One
customer used Northern Dream when her
usual charter yacht was not available. She
later told the charter company she didn’t
want to see that other boat again. Once
you’ve lived the Northern Dream, you want
to return.
“I want people to go on Northern Dream
and have an experience of a lifetime,” Stewart
says. “Sometimes with a charter I’ll come by
after and ask people how their day was. They
don’t know me, so they say, ‘We had a great
time! You should try it sometime!’”
“I love to see people happy. Nothing
makes me happier than guests or customers
having a great day on the boat.”
That day on the water is truly a dream. It’s
El Fin!
a Northern Dream.

(FAR RIGHT, ABOVE AND BELOW) | OPPOSITE PAGE: The
floating dock. THIS PAGE: Launching the jetski. Northern
Dream in the bay with floating dock and jetskis aft.

CABO LIVING • 61

Keep up with

CABO
all year long!
SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
10 issues for $54
or 6 issues for $38

Best Deal!

Contact Marcia Myers:
spublishingoffice@hotmail.com
Secure Fax Line: 785-883-3942

CABO LIVING
L I F E AT L A N D ’ S E N D

cabolivingmag.com

PHOTO BY FRANCISCO ESTRADA

®

FRIENDLY
RELIABLE
SHARP
www.transvip.com.mx
#TheFriendlyWay

TransVIP provides private transportation in Los Cabos,
with air conditioned units and bilingual guides-drivers
with full knowledges of the destination.

011 52 1 624 129 8097 / 011 52 1 624 137 7304

WhatsApp

transvip

transviploscabos

CABO LIVING

®

E XPLO RING

Loreto

This continually evolving Baja city has a lot to offer to visitors and residents alike!
~by Joan Tucker & Paul Papanek | photos by Paul Papanek~
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S

Sitting in the taxi on our way to the airport to catch
our return flight to LA from Loreto, we struggled with
how we would approach the article we were writing
about our week in this charming and beautiful town
nestled between the Sea of Cortez and the towering
and imposing Sierra de la Giganta mountains.
Continued on next page

(ABOVE) | We never got tired of the view driving south into
Loreto passing the Loreto Bay Golf Resort.
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(BELOW) | Main municipal building on the zócalo.
Entertainment and snacks on the Camino Real. Nuestra
Señora de Loreto Conchó.
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Joan suggested “Loreto – Past, Present, and
Future” but we weren’t so sure that it was
that simple. And it sounded like the title of a
PowerPoint presentation.
Yes – there’s a lot of “past” there and the
current Loreto wears it all proudly. The
present is ever-changing and, as for the
future, we met a handful of people who have
a lot of ideas about where it’s heading and
what comes next.
What initially brought us here was a
press release we received about the recent
dredging of the entrance to Marina Puerto
Escondito to allow it to accommodate larger
mega-yachts. We knew enough about Loreto
as a small, quiet, and historic town for that
bit of info to be a head-turner. Mega-yachts
in Loreto?
We’ve driven through Loreto a number
of times, but never stopped longer than one

night on our way to somewhere else. We
never got too far past the zócalo and wherever
we happened to stumble into for dinner and
breakfast. This time, we set aside a full five
days to see what we missed. As it turns out, it
was a lot.
The past is there to see, to touch, and
to go inside of, and it flows seamlessly into
the present and future almost without you
realizing it.
The Misión de Nuestra Señora de Loreto
Conchó sits at the beginning of Camino
Real just off the zócalo. The church’s bell
tower is visible from just about everywhere
and defines the city. The original mission
was established by Jesuit missionary Juan
Maria de Salvatierra in 1697 and it became
the very first mission in the very first
permanent settlement in the California’s.
That settlement became Loreto. The

beautiful stone church was completed in
1744, and even though the mission moved
16 miles inland to San Javier in search of
a better water supply for their crops
(more on that in a little while), Loreto
remained the headquarters for the Jesuits
as well as the Franciscans and Dominicans
who succeeded them.
It was from this location that the entire
chain of missions throughout Baja and
what ultimately became California began.
The Camino Real – The King’s Highway –
connected all of them, and still does.
On our way to dinner our first night in
town, we stumbled on a wedding ceremony
at the church and watched from the massive
wooden doors along with other passersby as
the bride made her way to the alter on her
father’s arm. It was thrilling to imagine how
many brides and fathers have walked on the
same stone floor – now brightly polished

with age – in the centuries since the church
was built.
We walked across the pedestrian-only
street to restaurant Mi Loreto, and as we
ate delicious chiles rellenos and perfectly
prepared pescado Veracruzano while drinking
hibiscus margaritas – the first of many - we
saw the bride and groom, followed by the
rest of the wedding party, emerge from the
church, off to start their new lives together as
so many had done before them.
Misión San Javier sits at the end of the
winding Camino Real - the road that links
to Our Lady of Loreto - and today, the paved
two-lane road is built on the same trail
through the mountains that the missionaries
traveled on horseback on their search for
fresh water. The uncrowded asphalt climbs
through the mountains, dives into valleys,
passes by open ranches and farmland, and
oases filled with giant palms. We watched

(ABOVE) | The classic arch that marks the beginning of
the Camino Real - the road that links all of the California
mission together. The road to San Javier. San Javier Mission.

the scenery change seemingly by the minute
from the picture windows of the taxi van
that we hired on the malecon to make the
24-mile drive.
The mission - the second built in Baja –
was established in 1699 but was abandoned
in 1710 due to – again – a lack of water and
was reestablished a few miles south to its
present location. The construction of the
church took place between 1744 and 1758,
and the resulting building is often called
the jewel of the Baja California mission
churches. Walking through the doors and
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE) | San Javier Mission. The oldest olive tree in North
America. Vista del Mar. The “patio” at the “Clam Shack”
(Vista del Mar). Shrimp cocktails at the “Clam Shack” (Vista
del Mar).
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sitting in a pew gave us a quiet opportunity
to admire and appreciate what was built so
many centuries ago. The wood and stone
carvings, the opulent gold leaf, and the
beautiful cupola were breathtaking.
The mission was deserted by 1871, but the
church - sitting at the foot of the Giganta
mountains - was lovingly restored by the
National Institute of Anthropology and
History who now maintains it. Every year
on December 3, thousands of pilgrims from
all over Mexico still make their way here –
some on foot - to celebrate their patron saint
Javier who was one of the founders of the
Jesuit order.
Behind the church we followed a path to
see what is claimed to be – at 300 years old the first and oldest olive tree in Baja. A large
local dog was wisely lazing in its shade as we
approached and didn’t move a whisker as we

made a donation to the man who maintains
and protects the tree.
At the suggestion of the driver, instead
of having lunch at one of the touristy
restaurants by the mission, we headed back
toward town to the Vista del Mar restaurant
– better known as The Clam Shack. It’s a
small place just south of town right on the
sand with an expansive view of the Sea of
Cortez and all her islands. We sat under a
large palapa and had great tacos de pescado,
a shrimp cocktail, and the clams chocolates
– the dish they’re known for. Delicious. If it
hadn’t been lunchtime, we would’ve taken
advantage of the full bar but, generally, no
good ever comes from day drinking.
The setting was perfect, and it was hard to
tear ourselves away but it was time for a little
more site-seeing. Our taxi driver wanted to
take us to see the Loreto Bay Development

and we were curious – having read so much
about the once-troubled endeavor.
Visible from the highway, we didn’t
know what to expect as we made our way
towards the entry gates. What we found
was a combination of attractive condos,
townhouses, and stand-alone homes all
painted in beautifully muted hues of blues,
greens, yellows, and pinks. There were
restaurants, shops, a spa, and various other
services. There’s also the Loreto Bay Golf
Resort and Spa whose course was recently
renovated by David Duval.
It had been a big day and we had another
on the books for tomorrow – a trip out to
Coronado Island for a day of snorkeling
with Sara and Juve Orozco’s Loreto Sea &
Land Tours.
Our driver dropped us at our hotel, the

boutique Rosarito - just a few blocks from
both the malecon and the zócalo. Loreto is
full of these small, personal hotels, and the
Rosarito is one of the best examples of why
they’re so popular. With only 15 rooms
around a central courtyard and pool, it’s hip,
really comfy, and quiet with a wonderfully
attentive staff. The hotel has an eclectic mix
of traditional Mexican and ‘60’s modern
furniture including multi-colored Acapulco
chairs and loveseats, but what really won
us over was the Warhol-esque portraits in
the lobby of the owner’s mother. Breakfast
is served poolside every morning al gusto –
omelets, breakfast tacos, fresh fruit, and fresh
juices. The perfect way to start the day.
After breakfast, we walked over to meet
our day trip group under the blue whale
sculpture at Loreto Marina. There were

(ABOVE AND BELOW) | The Hotel Rosarito. The Hotel
Rosarito owner’s aunt - the namesake of the hotel. The
pool and beds at Hotel Rosarito. If one makes a date to
meet someone else in Loreto, the Loreto Marina is usually
the spot.

eight of us plus our guide and captain, and
in short order, we each paid for our permits
to frolic in the waters of the Loreto Bay
National Park, boarded our panga, and
headed out into the bay.
The Mexican government’s designation
of National Park – covering 494,210 acres
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Never a dull day snorkeling in the
Sea of Cortez. Our cove on Coronado. It’s hard to grasp how
large a fin whale is as this is just a small part of her. They
generally don’t breach or spyhop like humpbacks or grays.

70 • SUMMER/FALL 2022

and including five rocky islands: Coronado,
Danzante, Carmen, Monserrat, and Santa
Catalina - happened in 1996, and in 2005,
UNESCO declared Loreto Bay National
Park a world Heritage site. The islands
stunning in their starkness and how their
sharp peaks and cliffs stand out against the
unending blue sky.
We motored around Isla Carmen on our
way to the volcanic Isla Coronado, seeing
countless sea birds and several colonies of sea
lions. The big event, though, was the sighting
of a pod of enormous fin whales – second
in size only to blue whales. As the captain

cut the motor, we watched the mothers and
their babies diving and surfacing all around
us. Their relatively small dorsal fin gives no
hint as to their size which averages 75’ – 85’
in length. They rarely breach or spy hop, and
instead kind of roll through the surface on
their way to diving again. Not wanting to
disturb them by chasing them, we waited
until they swam away, then took off in the
opposite direction. We couldn’t stop talking
about the encounter while we made a few
snorkeling stops on the way to Coronado.
We finally pulled into a beautiful cove on
the back side of the island where there were

several large lunching palapas on the white
sand beach. Our group quickly claimed one
as our own.
Then we hit the clear blue water with
masks, snorkels, and fins and right away
saw a virtual kaleidoscope of life - needlefish,
king angels, tons of barberfish, surgeonfish,
balloonfish, leopard groupers, golden
wrass, blue chromis, sergeant majors, and so
many more. And all of them were right off
the beach and around a rocky outcropping
close by. Snorkeling was so easy in our little
cove that we all stayed in much longer than
we planned.
We worked up an appetite and the burrito
spread that had been prepared for us by the
tour was perfect. Afterwards, Joan and I

took a walk on the raised wooden nature
path that, had we been feeling a little more
energetic, would’ve taken us – after merging
with a dirt trail - several miles inland and
950’ up to the top of the volcano’s summit
cone. We were content to stay at ground
level, looking at the desert flora which were
all described with signs right off the path.
One last snorkel and we packed up,
climbed into the panga wet and happy, and
headed back to town. What a great day!
But it wasn’t over yet! After we showered
and dressed, we decided that what we really
needed now was a massage.

(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Sea lions. The nature trail on
Coronado Island. Coronado Island shore. The nature trail on
Coronado Island has signs identifying the flora. A pelican
well-camouflaged against the rocks. Rocky outcroppings
dot Loreto Bay and provide a home to countless sea birds
and sea lions.

Continued on next page
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Spa Las Flores. Stepping inside
Curios La Casa de La Abuela was like stepping back in time
- and we found a few old treasures amongst the curios
and souvenirs. The unlikely duo of a pug and an iguana
guarding the curio shop. Loreto is a very colorful town.
They love their mailboxes. We met a man who made this
alter in his driveway. Pelicans in the bay.

It was only a few short blocks through the
cooling evening air to the zócalo and Spa
Las Flores. Luckily, they had an opening for
both of us and, an hour later, we stumbled
into Orlando’s for dinner feeling very, very
relaxed. It had been a very good massage. A
few palomas, cochinita pibil, and a freshly
caught fish filet done simply on the grill, and
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we were ready to stroll the half a block back
to the hotel for an extraordinary night’s sleep.
The following morning, we headed to the
malecon and Los Mandiles for breakfast.
We ultimately loved it so much, we went
back another day. The chilaquiles were
outstanding, and I couldn’t think about
leaving Loreto without having them again.
After breakfast, we leisurely hit a few of
the many curio sellers along the Camino
Real and wandered into a shop that was
housed in an old adobe building near the
church. The owner, who was sitting outside
carving little wooden pigs while his unlikely
duo of security guards – his pet iguana and
pug – gave us the side-eye - told us that the
place had been in his family for generations.

Walking inside was like stepping back in
time. The hundreds-of-years-old floorboards
creaked under our feet as we cleared cobwebs
and dust off some treasures we stumbled
upon in the dark back corner of the shop.
The owner was surprised at our finds, made
us a great deal, and we were on our way.
Just around the corner, we found Gecko’s
Curios – an amazing store that features the
high quality, hand-made, and very original
work of artisans from all over Mexico. The
store is arranged by artist, and each section
has a photo and bio of each one. It’s an
amazing collection, and we were certainly
tempted – but – sometimes it’s enough just
to look and appreciate – especially if one’s
house is already overflowing.

We decided to wander into the not-totouristy part of town and immediately met
a man in front of his house who had built
a large and intricate alter to Our Lady of
Guadalupe in his driveway. He welcomed
us in to take a look and it was a real work
of art and devotion. Around the corner,
we found an enormous painted mural that
showed people what not to do in the pristine
waters of the National Marine Park - no
spearfishing, no dumping of garbage, and
more. It seemed to us that the locals and
tourists alike paid attention and took the
warnings to heart.
The day before, we had spied a pretty café
called Pepegina’s at the Loreto Marina where
all of the local fishing pangas were tied up
and we made our way there for lunch. As we
ate fish tacos and drank refreshing jamaica’s,
we were treated to a never-ending show of
pelicans diving head-first into the water,
gulls circling overhead keeping an eye out for
scraps, and fishermen carefully lowering their
trailers down the boat ramp and into the
water to pull their pangas out. We watched

with great admiration as a boy who couldn’t
have been older than 10 or 11 calmly and
skillfully maneuvered his father’s boat right
onto the trailer on the first try.
That evening, Stenson Hamann,
Marketing Manager at Marina Puerto
Escondito, picked us up at our hotel and
drove us out to the marina for dinner at
the second-floor outdoor restaurant, Las
Brisas, overlooking not only the slips full
of boats of every size and shape, but the
islands as well. He had invited some friends
to join us – Deanna and Rob – who have
been living aboard their 60’ trawler in the
marina for close to two years. The couple,
originally from Colorado, packed it all in a
few years ago, bought their first boat – this
very same deep-blue trawler – learned how
to drive it and, along with their two large
dogs, ultimately made their way to Baja,
spending time in each marina along the way.
After dinner, they invited us onboard and
over mezcal and salty dark chocolate on the
fly bridge, they told us that they truly view
Marina Puerto Escondito and Loreto as their

home. We asked them about the difference
between Loreto and, for instance, Costa Baja
in La Paz. Almost in unison, they said “Look
around!” motioning to the giant islands
silhouetted against the starry Baja night sky.
“It’s just so beautiful here!” Deanna said.
“There’s so much to see and do on the water.
We just cruise around the islands, fish, and
anchor wherever we want. There’s always
something new – even after two years here!
Rob added “And the people – well – it’s such
a real community! And – it’s so quiet.”. And
if this evening was an example, the marina –
and Loreto - certainly was all of those things.
Continued on next page

(BELOW) | There are a lot of rules about what one can
and can’t do in the Marine Park. This is only one of them.
Fishing pangas tied up after a morning in the bay. Fish
Tacos at Pepegina’s.
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(BELOW) | Passing a few mega-yachts at the marina.
Cruising around Danzante Island. The mega-yachts in
Marina Puerto Escondito.
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The next morning, Stenson met us at the
hotel again to take us back to the marina for
a proper tour and a day on the water.
We walked through the well-stocked
gourmet provisioning shop, checked out the
upper deck pool and hot tub, took a peek
into the art gallery and the new coffee shop
and lost count of the number and size of the
vessels in front of us. It seemed that most all
of the slips were occupied, and Stenson told
us that they were beginning construction of
22 more that can accommodate vessels up
to 100’. That will bring the total number of
slips to between 120 and 130. Plus, there
are 112 mooring balls. The largest yacht
they’ve had at the marina is 255’, but they
can accommodate up to 300’. And by freeing
up space with the new slips, they’ll be able to

have five or six 200-footers at the same time
– along with the fuel dock and infrastructure
to support them.
A hotel is in the works, but the important
and ambitious piece of the puzzle is the
planned real estate community Waicuri on
the man-made islands at the marina. The
first phase includes 19 lots for custom homes
– all facing the water and each with its own
dock which can host yachts up to 100’. An
incredible model home sits on one lot, with
another being built next door, and they have
plans in place to begin more custom home
construction throughout 2022. The house is
jaw-droppingly beautiful with state-of-the-art
finishes throughout and as an example, it’s
not at all difficult to envision what the fully
built community will look like.

Clearly, Marina Puerto Escondito is an
indicator of the future of Loreto.
Stenson’s sleek fishing boat was tied up at
the houses’ dock, and we climbed aboard. As
we motored out toward the marina proper,
we got to see and really appreciate how
beautiful the setting was with the protected
bay on one side, and the towering mountains
on the other.
On our way toward the newly-dredged
entrance to the marina, we passed two
massive mega-yachts at their slips, and
another one was anchored just off the
marina in the bay. Our 30’ boat felt tiny
in comparison.
Stenson took us for a slow spin around the
entire 17 mile-long Danzante Island which is
just off-shore. It rises out of impossibly clear
turquois water and, as are all of the islands, is
a snorkeler’s and kayaker’s paradise. It’s also

home to a large variety of birds including the
Blue-footed Booby.
As we cruised, he told us that the
marina not only offers fishing charters, but
also arranges bespoke sea and land tours
depending on what the guests want. We
started to head toward the 37,000-acre Isla
Carmen which was home to a commercial
salt operation until 1984. From our
approach, we could see the natural beauty
of the island with its 1600’ mountain range
rising out of the sea. Stenson said that one of
the more popular trips they put together is
a day trip picnic to one of the islands. With
the details of Carmen coming more clearly
into view, we saw two blue pop-up tents
on the beach in a little cove, and a bright
pink panga pulled up on the sand. He had
arranged one of those picnics for us!
We were shuttled to the beach in that pink

(ABOVE) | Cruising around Danzante Island. The incredible
model home at Waicura at Puerto Escondito. Home sites
across the channel waiting for development. We could get
used to this home!

panga and as we jumped ashore, we took
one look at the spread that was waiting for
us and were amazed. Fresh clams chocolates,
ceviche, a whole fish cochinita pibil roasting
on a grill, endless guacamole, chips, Topo
Chico and beer. We watched the gourmet
chef and his daughter finish preparing our
lunch and we happily settled into the slingContinued on next page
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | The surprise picnic lunch waiting
for us on Carmen Island. It’s one of the outings that Marina
Puerto Escondito offers. What a setting for a picnic! Clams
chocolates was the order of the day for our picnic. Freshcaught ceviche at our picnic. The signature Hole #17 at
Danzante Bay golf course at the Islands of Loreto resort.
Loreto street vendor on the Camino Real. Every town has
one of these but few have a setting quite as stunning.
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style beach chairs with plates piled high.
The three of us lazed away the afternoon,
and Joan took a post-lunch dip in the warm
water. I climbed up to the top of a nearby
bluff to get a bird’s eye view of where we
were. To say it was stunning would be
putting it mildly.
Hours later – and all too soon - we were
back on the pink panga shuttling to Stenson’s
boat for the return to the marina. Joan and
I have traveled all through Baja for many
years, and have found ourselves in some
pretty wonderful places doing some pretty
wonderful things along the way – many of

them for this magazine. This day, however,
was next-level special and was truly one of
the most memorable of them all.
Back at the house, Stenson arranged a
tour for us of the TPC Danzante Bay golf
course at the Islands of Loreto Resort, so we
jumped right into his Suburban for the short
drive over.
The world-class course, designed by
Rees Jones, meanders from the water to the
mountains, and the beautifully manicured
greens stand in stark contrast to the earthen
tones and blue water that surround them.
We hopped into a cart with one of the golf

leave the property during their golf week.
It’s not a small hotel, but it’s a testament
to the designers of the resort that it blends
almost seamlessly into the landscape – a
theme repeated throughout the other
developments we visited.
We managed one more dinner at Mi
Loreto and over several more hibiscus
margaritas, we talked about what we’d seen
and experienced throughout the week. It
was a lot.
And the next morning in the taxi, as
we got closer to the airport, we finally
came to realize that Joan was correct after
all – Loreto was indeed all about its past,
its present, and its future – but that they
have melded together into one exciting and
diverse identity that encompasses them all.

• Marina Puerto Escondito
https://www.marinapuertoescondido.com
• Loreto Sea and Land Tours
https://www.toursloreto.com
• Hotel Rosarito Loreto
https://hotelrosaritoloreto.com
• Danzante Bay
https://danzantebay.com
• Spa Las Flores
spalasfloresloreto.com
El Fin!

(BELOW) | Danzante Bay golf course at the Islands of
Loreto resort. Las Brisas restaurant at the Marina overlooks
the slips and islands. It’s a stunning view. Marina Puerto
Escondito before the develpment began.

PHOTO BY STENSON HAMANN

pros who immediately drove us to their
signature hole – 17 – which is on a narrow
little spit of a high bluff jutting out over the
sea. The tee box that we were standing on
seemed impossibly far away on solid land,
and we imagined that the ravine that stood
between us and the green was filled with the
frustrations of many a good golfer.
We drove around to see the rest of the
course and each hole had its own personality.
Some were dramatic, some were calming,
and some seemed to be designed fool a player
into thinking it was easy.
We met a few of those golfers along the
way who told us that they book a trip here
from the US twice a year and because of the
hotel and amenities at Villa del Palmar –
the hotel in the resort - they never have to
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www.PikoffLaw.com | jpikoff@pikofflaw.com
Los Cabos Office: 011 (52) (624) 144 6363
Located in The Shoppes at Palmilla
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An Elevated Escape From it All
Mastering the art of hospitality at Waldorf Astoria Los Cabos Pedregal.
~by Ariana Dickson | photos by Studio Caribe, Blake Marvin, Edgardo Contreras & Joe Thomas~

M

Many travelers finding their way to Los Cabos are seeking out a sun-drenched, relaxed
getaway. Rugged coastline, cobalt blue waves, and untouched stretches of white sand beaches
are what come to mind when daydreaming of a postcard-worthy escape here. With an evergrowing tourism sector, more visitors are arriving to this idyllic destination expecting the
very best of luxury. Tucked quietly along the southernmost tip of Mexico’s Baja California
Peninsula, is a true escape from it all: Waldorf Astoria Los Cabos Pedregal.
Since its debut as a Waldorf Astoria property
in 2019, the Forbes 5 Star awarded resort
and spa has entered into a new, elevated
chapter filled with effortless luxury that
celebrates the heritage of Mexican culture
and cuisine. Today, guests discover intuitive
service, tireless attention to detail, culinary
excellence, and wellness exploration. The
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extraordinary haven is situated on Cabo San
Lucas’ most coveted piece of land, accessible
solely by Mexico’s only private tunnel.
Seemingly worlds apart from bustling
downtown Cabo San Lucas yet only minutes
away, guests are warmly welcomed into a
world all its own. Quiet moments, local
heritage, and secluded beaches await.

Finding yourself nestled between the
Pedregal Mountain’s cliffside and brilliant
blue Pacific Ocean makes it easy to leave
your cares behind. The enviable locale of this
iconic resort places guests right in the heart
of Mexico’s most thrilling experiences while
still remaining tucked away in a peaceful,
secluded haven. More than just a hotel room,

the exceptional accommodations are an
experience unto themselves. Unparalleled
views of the ocean allow guests to live out
their dream of indulging and relaxing into
the spectacular surroundings while open
floor plans, expansive terraces, and private,
infinity edge plunge pools elevate every stay.
Relish in the privacy of a spacious room,
suite, villa, casita, or private home, including
the property’s special one-bedroom, twobedroom Pedregal suites, and the exquisite
presidential suite, which are all beachfront,
with dedicated private beach access.
Setting the standard for luxury and
personalized service is no easy feat but it’s
all in the details at Waldorf Astoria Los
Cabos Pedregal. Guests of the property
are welcomed by their very own personal
concierge service which begins prior to

arrival so that time spent in Los Cabos is
well spent enjoying and exploring, rather
than planning how to make it all happen.
Inviting guests to collect experiences during
their stay, the dedicated concierge handles
every detail that comes along with creating
an unforgettable getaway experience. From
local recommendations and reservations
to personal shopping and adventurous
excursions, guests can be rest assured that
every nuance is thought of and every detail
considered. Whether looking to experience
a local cooking class, a day swimming
with whale sharks, or earn surfing cred
with local pros in Baja’s surfing paradise,
curated experiences are what distinguish the
experience as truly unforgettable. For those
seeking an elevated luxurious experience,
multi-bedroom villas, beach front suites

and casitas will exceed expectations with
dedicated personal butler service. “Our
team’s dedication to providing everlasting
experiences to our guests and preserving the
area’s rich history and culture has always
been of utmost importance,” said General
Manager Fernando Flores. “Combined with
Waldorf Astoria’s unparalleled personal
service and unwavering attention to detail,
our personal butler service brings the
Continued on next page

(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Ocean View Villa - Three Bedroom.
Dos Mares Tunnel at dusk. Travesía at Su Cocina. El Farallon
Restaurant. Curated Explorations. Estrella Suite, bedroom.
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | One Bedroom Beachfront
Suite. Agave Study at Peacock Alley. Resort Casita-Three
bedroom. Waldorf Astoria Pedregal Adults Pool. Resort
lobby view to Dos Mares Tunnel.

experience of Los Cabos Pedregal to the next
level of unforgettable luxury.”
With any great escape also comes
gourmet culinary experiences. In alignment
with Waldorf Astoria’s legacy of culinary
expertise, guests of the Waldorf Astoria
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Los Cabos Pedregal will discover a newly
expanded gastronomy program rooted in
bringing Mexican culture to life. “Food and
beverage has always been at the forefront
of the guest experience at Waldorf Astoria
Los Cabos Pedregal,” said Fernando Flores,
General Manager. “We are incredibly proud
of our reinvented culinary program that
provides guests with a reimagined experience
touching all five senses to further root
guests in the destination.” The exclusive
haven has chosen to reinvigorate the flavors
of the guest experience through fresh

culinary enhancements, including a new
oceanfront Agave Study, NEUTRAL
Coffee Lab, a culture rich cafe, and a full
re-design of the property’s signature
restaurant, Don Manuel’s.
As guests arrive at the majestic resort,
they will be greeted by the new Agave Study
at Peacock Alley. This sensory experience
centers itself around the craftsmanship of
agave spirits native to Mexico. Rooted in
ancient tradition the experience invites guests
to pay homage to Mexican purveyors while
in an atmosphere that is both familiar and

elevated. Fully immersed in multi-sensorial
tastings that pair handmade agave spirits
with local delicacies, guests experience a
new landmark at Los Cabos, Pedregal. The
five agave spirits served, Tequila, Mezcal,
Bacanora, Sotol, and Raicilla, were carefully
curated by the resort’s Director of Bars and
Agave Expert, David Hernandez, through
his work with the Maestros of personal
distillation process in Oaxaca who specialize
in the deep cultural traditions of these
classic spirits. “I am grateful to have spent
precious time in Oaxaca with the Maestros
in local communities to learn and taste the
agave spirits from generations of experts,”
said David Hernandez, Directors of Bars

and Agave Expert. “It was important to
keep the authenticity of the agave tasting
experience which is why we only serve our
selections in handcrafted vessels and pair
each spirit with notable culinary ingredients
from the regions and traditions where the
agave spirits are distilled.”
The fresh re-design of the property’s
signature restaurant Don Manuel’s provides
guests with a deeper connection to the
destination, an extensive wine collection
developed by Wine Director, Jhonatan
Adame Mejia, and the debut of TRAVESÍA
at Su Cocina, a nine-course tasting menu.
“It is unique in that we welcome guests
to journey through an array of authentic

(ABOVE) | Ocean View Deluxe King Bed Room with Plunge
Pool. Agave Tasting. Don Manuel´s restaurant.

flavors cultivated by the people of Mexico,”
said Executive Chef, Gustavo Pinet. “From
coastal fare to farm-to-table favorites, we
invite guest palates to discover the Mexican
traditions used to curate a unique experience
centered around the beloved taco.”
Acknowledging its popularity, TRAVESÍA
Continued on next page
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Travesía Taco Experience.
NEUTRAL Coffee Lab. Family Pool.

celebrates the history, traditions and rich
ingredients that have developed the love for
this iconic dish.
New to the property also comes an
elevated coffee experience, NEUTRAL
Coffee Lab, established through a
commitment to regionally sourced products.
With varieties from the Sierra Madre del Sur
in Oaxaca and mountains east of Guerrero
regions including a focus on local coffee
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communities, guests can experience culturerich traditions learning the origins, methods,
and people behind the beans. With the goal
of bringing intentional, well-made coffee
culture to Los Cabos, this is simply another
step in mastering the art of hospitality.
After a day of indulging and exploring,
the property’s spa, Luna y Mar, creates
a tranquil setting of healing and respite.
Drawing on the ancient and innate
intelligence of traditional Mexican Folk
Healing, known as curanderismo, the spa
honors nature and the body through the use
of rituals, herbs, and energetic healing. Every
month, the property hosts a transformative

Wellness Weekend, meant to ground,
inspire and restore. Here, attendees will go
on a three-day journey to find inner peace
through focused, intentional, and time-tested
well-being exercises.
It’s no question that Los Cabos is
an idyllic destination to unwind and
recharge. Finding the perfect escape to
allow your relaxation to unfold is the key.
Through upscale offerings, dedicated butler
service, and culinary enhancements, guests
will embark on an elevated, cultural
Mexican journey when visiting Waldorf
Astoria Los Cabos Pedregal. One that is
El Fin!
unlike any other.
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DelMar Development Joins Forces
with Fortem Capital

I

In a thrilling new venture, DelMar—the exceptional Los Cabos development company
run by Ron Hatfield—has joined forces with Fortem Capital, a México City-based private
fund manager led by Miguel Sánchez Navarro Madero to continue the development of
the Espiritu Del Mar residential community.
The DelMar name is synonymous with
extraordinary Los Cabos living, and with an
eye to elevating that experience even further,
the company has now laid the foundation for
an exciting new chapter for the region.
It has been more than a quarter century
since Houston, Texas, friends Ron Hatfield
and Ken Schnitzer purchased a small plot
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of land here at the southernmost tip of the
Baja Peninsula. In the years since, they
launched Villas Del Mar and developed some
of the most extraordinary neighborhoods in
Los Cabos.
DelMar has done so much more than
build spectacular properties; through its
thoughtful leadership, the company has

created and supported the Los Cabos
community, and pioneered high-end
residential, development, construction, and
property management in Los Cabos.
Now they’re taking that innovation to the
next level.
Led by Miguel Sánchez Navarro
Madero, Fortem Capital is made up of a

group of entrepreneurs who aim to create
value through a comprehensive real estate
development process, as well as generating
above market returns to their investors.
Fortem has distinguished itself because of
its commitment to constantly searching for
high-quality real estate bringing unique
opportunities to its clients.
Miguel Sánchez Navarro Madero and his
team bring a wealth of experience. He alone
has spent more than two decades in the

sector. The management team’s impressive
portfolio currently includes investments
across real estate, hospitality, apartments,
retail, and marinas.
And they are not new players in the Baja
Peninsula. “Fortem is convinced that Baja
California Sur—and especially Los Cabos—
is a unique tourism and residential cluster
that will thrive in the years to come,” says
Miguel Sánchez Navarro Madero. That is
why here in Baja, Fortem Capital has led

its own developments and partnered with
local companies. Those investments include
lifestyle hotels, retail projects, and residential
communities like Espíritu in Palmilla.
DelMar and Fortem have a mutual
enthusiasm about the opportunities to
support the Los Cabos region and to offer
one-of-a-kind experiences in one of the
Continued on next page
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“Fortem is convinced that
Baja California Sur—and
especially Los Cabos—is
a unique tourism and
residential cluster that will
thrive in the years to come.”
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world’s most beautiful destinations. It is,
they say, an arrangement that will allow the
two companies to support each other and
offer the best community experience for
Los Cabos.
DelMar and Fortem Capital will focus
first on Espíritu, which houses different
kinds of experiences. Here we provide a
closer look at a couple of the communities
within Espíritu.
La Residencia at The Ledges is one of
the newest additions to Espíritu, and its
collection of luxury residences perched high
above the Palmilla Bay is breathtaking.

They are the epitome of casual elegance,
offering views of the coastline, nearby
San José del Cabo’s twinkling lights, and the
nearby mountains.
Remanso, which is nestled within the
Espiritu community, was designed to offer
contemporary, single-family villas complete
with modern, luxurious finishes and ocean
views. These properties feel like home while
also offering resort-style indulgences and
seamless indoor-outdoor living. There is new
construction happening now.
To learn more about any of these properties,
El Fin!
email info@DelMarRE.com.

A hidden Gem
in downtown cabo
Live Dinner Music

Bajo La Luna Restaurant & Lounge
On Vicente Guerrero facing Cabo Wabo in downtown Cabo San Lucas
Complimentary Parking Tuesday-Sunday 2-10:30 pm
Reservations (624) 144-4911 bajolalunarestaurant@gmail.com
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DINING OUT

DALIA
A New Star at the Viceroy Los Cabos Adds an Exotic Taste
Palate to the Local Dining Scene.
~by Michael Koehn | photos courtesy of Dalia, Viceroy Los Cabos~

T

The opening of a new fine dining restaurant is always an exciting moment in Los Cabos,
even more so when it’s at a place like the Viceroy Los Cabos. The resort has a well-earned
reputation for not only great culinary options, but also for its otherworldly architectural style
and one of the great views in southern Baja.
So it was with great anticipation that we
visited Dalia, the Viceroy’s new fine dining
spot not long after its gala opening party.
With its understated elegance and newly
installed Executive Chef Carlos Teran, there’s
been plenty of buzz about the place, and
we’re here to find out why.
Like a lot of great chefs, Teran got his
original culinary inspiration from watching
his family cook. “It was my grandfather who
really inspired my interest in cooking,” Chef
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Teran says. “He was always cooking for the
family, and I always wanted to help.”
That family cooking is what informed
Teran as he developed his culinary style. “I’m
not about using a lot of fancy ingredients
or techniques,” he explains. “I like to cook
dishes that can be shared family style.”
That’s the vision that’s behind the new
menu at Dalia, a place where he utilizes
the finest local ingredients combined
with a diverse selection of local Baja

seafood in a comfortable, easy going, familyoriented atmosphere.
Teran comes to Dalia via a number of top
shelf restaurants around Los Cabos, where
he’s been cooking for over ten years. His
experience includes a couple of years cooking
in Spain, and stops at the Hyatt Ziva, the
opening of Cocina de Autor at Grand Velas,
and the opening of Arbol at Las Ventanas.
But it was his experience at Estiatorio Milos
at Four Seasons/Costa Palmas on the East

Cape that really brought out his passion for
Mediterranean style cooking. Working with
Greek chef Costas Spiliadis, Teran fell in love
with the meticulous, elevated style of Greek
cooking as he trained at the Estiatorio Milos
in Las Vegas. Chef Spiliadis has a longstanding reputation for creating dishes with
impeccably fresh Mediterranean seafood
using fresh fish markets set alongside the
dining rooms where guests choose their own
selections which are flown in from Greece.
The menu and ambience are the closest thing
to having a dining experience overlooking
the Mediterranean Sea in Greece.
When a restaurant is described as having
Mediterranean influences, it usually implies
an emphasis on highly popular Italian and
Greek flavors and ingredients including

grilled seafood, roasted vegetables and garlic
and extra virgin olive oils. Teran embraces
those flavors and accents, but never forgets
his roots, with an emphasis on the authentic
over the artistic. “As a native of Mexico,
there will always be an accent on Mexican
tastes and accents. My primary influences
are Spanish, French, Greek and Mexican,
with a sense of family dining being the
overriding value.”
Entering Dalia, after admiring the clean
elegant lines of the space and the winding
water pathways, native plants, and olive trees,
we settle in anticipating a culinary adventure.
With a place that puts an emphasis on local

(FAR LEFT, ABOVE AND BELOW) | OPPOSITE PAGE:
A spacious dining area and exposed kitchen create
a welcoming dining experience. THIS PAGE: Salmon
Carpaccio. Executive Chef Carlos Teran. Xato Salad. Creative
cocktails always enhance the dining experience. Pan
Sauteed Totoaba.
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(ABOVE AND BELOW) | The lounge area reflects the
architectural style of the Viceroy’s famous Nido (“The
Nest”) restaurant. The perfect way to end a meal – Chufa
Cake. Chef Teran’s Grilled Octopus, artfully presented.

seafood a good place to start is the raw bar,
which includes chocolate clams, stone crab
claws, assorted oysters, langoustine scampi,
tuna and a seafood platter with a selection
of the freshest local shellfish. It’s a simple
but definitive introduction to the local
seafood bounty, served with a selection of
sauces and lemon. There’s also a selection
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of seven starters, including a catch of the
day carpaccio, tuna tartare, and Lamb Kofte
served with tzatziki, lemon and heirloom
baby tomatoes, with a nod to Middle
Eastern and Greek influences. The soup
we tried was a shellfish medley in a saffron
broth, Dalia’s version of Bouillabaisse, a
classic Mediterranean recipe that’s rich
and warming. There’s also a Greek salad
here, a version that elevates the classic
using local heirloom tomatoes that embody
the sun and warmth of southern Baja.
If, like me, you’re inclined to try a
signature dish the first time you visit a
restaurant, then the catch of the day is a
good place to start at Dalia. Choosing from
a wide variety of Baja seafood – mussels,

almejas chocolatadas (the famous chocolate
clams from Loreto), langoustines from
Ensenada, pulpo, totoaba (a large member of
the drum family that is endemic to the Gulf
of California), and seabass – Chef Teran
chooses the freshest possible products from
local providers, with local fisherman bringing
their daily catch right to the restaurant.
Then the catch is prepared with a variety of
purees and reductions in the classic French
style, including a roasted cauliflower puree
that gives a whole new perspective on what’s
possible with that vegetable.
The menu at Dalia is about 80% seafood,
and with good reason, but there’s also a
number of entrees that will appeal to nonseafood lovers, including a beautifully grilled

15 oz. Rib Eye steak, a Greek lamb shank
with Israeli couscous, and a Moroccan-style
Chicken Tajine scented with olives from
Ensenada, ginger and organic carrots.
A menu as rich and flavorful as Dalia’s
also must include some sweet treats to
complete the experience, and a classic
tiramisu is offered here, as is a traditional
French chocolate mousse and an especially
refreshing sorbet of lemon, mango, maracuya
(passion fruit), berries, orange, and ginger, a
luscious palate cleanser.
As the menu evolves, Chef Teran has
plans to bring in vegan and vegetarian
options as well. The menu at Dalia is an
expression of who Chef Teran is now, but not

yet all he’s going to be. Future plans include
incorporating regional influences from
other Mediterranean countries like Turkey,
Morocco, and Tunisia.
But even with the widely-travelled
influences, Teran says he will also remain
true to his roots, uniquely combining the
finest local ingredients and his Mexican
sensibility in a warm, family-oriented
atmosphere. Dalia is a place you’ll want
to return to again and again as new dishes
appear with diverse regional accents, offering
a tour of many of the Mediterranean’s most
flavorful cuisines. Eat here once and you’ll be
treated as a friend, eat here a second time and
you’ll be considered part of the family.

(ABOVE AND BELOW) | Orzo Salad. Lobster Pasta. Neutral
colors and natural woods lend an elegant atmosphere to
Dalia. Clean lines and right angles lend a sense of elegance
to the open bar at Dalia.

Dalia
Viceroy Los Cabos
Paseo Malecón San José
Lote 8, Zona Hotelera
San José del Cabo
Ph: +52 624-104-9999, x73500

El Fin!
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