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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

T

he disruptions we saw in 2020 rippled into the work being
honored here in Minnesota Lawyer’s Attorneys of the Year
for 2021.
Those ripples can be seen most cleanly in cases involving fraudulent N95 masks, the toppling of the statue of Christopher
Columbus at the state Capitol and in the trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin. Attorneys involved in all of those
cases are recognized here for their outstanding legal work. But it
can also be seen in how attorneys continued to find ways to work
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Congratulations!

Paul Peterson

At Harper & Peterson, we are honored to have many of our cases originate on referral
from other great lawyers that don’t specialize in personal injury and wrongful death
matters. We are dedicated to pursue justice for people and families devastated by the
wrongful acts of others.
3040 WOODBURY DR.
WOODBURY, MN 55129

Holding Wrongdoers Responsible™

(651) 738-8539
2021 Attorneys of the Year 5

harperandpeterson.com

Congratulations
to Scott Flaherty on being selected as a
2021 Attorney of the Year honoree.

Scott Flaherty
Partner

Taftlaw.com

CONGRATULATIONS to our colleagues
who were a part of a history-making
team!
Blackwell Burke was honored to play a role in the
27-CR-20-12646: State vs. Derek Chauvin trial.

Blackwell Burke is a certified minority-owned trial firm that represents corporate
clients in high stakes class actions, mass torts, MDLs, and commercial litigation,
both at trial and on appeal.
Blackwell Burke has been repeatedly recognized as one of the top litigation
defense firms in the country by BTI, Chambers, Best Lawyers, and others.
Benchmark Litigation named Blackwell Burke the Minnesota Firm of the
Year in each of the last five years.
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Pictured are, from upper left clockwise,Eva Mendelsohn, Kevin Rhodes, Colette Durst, Cheryl Hamilton of 3M; and Sybil Dunlop, Amran Farah,
Faris Rashid, Anna Tobin, Kevin Zhao, Nicholas Scheiner and Holley Horrell of Greene Espel.

3M N95 MASKS
SEIZURE LITIGATION

A

mid the pandemic, 3M saw plenty of companies selling
fraudulent versions of its N95 face masks.
A team of attorneys led by 3M’s Eva Mendelsohn and
Greene Espel partner Sybil Dunlop stayed busy during the

past two years filing temporary restraining orders against compa-

nies selling N95 imitations to unsuspecting buyers. The attorneys
worked closely with the U.S. Marshal’s Office, which seized millions of fake masks from warehouses in Kentucky, Louisiana, California and other states.
Dunlop says the process requires attorneys to quickly file a brief

shals virtually, and they’re sending us pictures of the masks that
they’re unpacking,” she says. “It’s sort of like a virtual reality —
you’re there, but you’re not there.”
3M used a fraud hotline, tips from people questioning the legitimacy of masks being sold in high volumes at low costs and private
investigators to tease out the companies selling fake merchandise.
Occasionally Dunlop would caution patience until the team could
gather more evidence.
The company seeks damages for any profits made off fake masks

after learning of a company selling fraudulent N95s. Then, they en-

and donates the proceeds to COVID-19 related charities. Cease

gage local counsel in the jurisdiction with the fraudulent N95 seller

and desist letters also went out to more than 30 individuals selling

and convince a judge to issue a seizure order before the companies

bogus masks.

learn they are under investigation.
Dunlop says her “heart was in my throat” every time the U.S.
marshals visited the warehouse, but they found masks in every
case. “Someone in our firm will be working with the team of mar-
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Counterfeit masks continue to be sold because of the pandemic
and the need. “I think the reason is that demand has not led up,”
Dunlop says. “I think that’s why it continues to be a problem.”
—Frank Jossi

Group

Celebrating
Minnesota’s Finest
Faegre Drinker is proud to celebrate tonight’s honorees for their well-deserved
recognition. Congratulations to all on an excellent year!

faegredrinker.com
© 2022 Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP.
All Rights Reserved.

Pictured are, top row, Genevieve Zimmerman and Jake Zimmerman, and bottom row, Mike Sacchet, Megan Odom, Leslie O’Leary, Kyle Farrar and
Gabe Assad. Genevieve Zimmerman and Mike Sacchet are Circle of Excellence honorees.

BAIR HUGGER MDL
PLAINTIFFS

A

team of attorneys led by Meshbesher & Spence managed
the rare feat of convincing a federal district court to reinstate litigation over a 3M Bair-Hugger product that hospitals use to warm patients before, during and after sur-

geries.

In August 2021, the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals agreed
with plaintiffs that the district court judge who previously found
their experts qualified and their opinion testimony admissible had
committed clear error and abused her discretion in reconsidering that ruling. She improperly excluded plaintiffs’ experts before
granting summary judgment to 3M on nearly 6,000 cases, the court
found.
Plaintiffs alleged that the Bair-Hugger machines themselves
harbor and grow bacteria and that the heat exhausted from the
machines contaminates the sterile field in an operating room, allowing airborne pathogens, including bacteria, to cause infections.
They argue the problem is particularly acute in the highly sensitive
total joint replacement patient population, according to Mesh-
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besher & Spence attorney Genevieve Zimmerman.
3M’s attorneys have previously said that 50,000 patients a day
are exposed to the Bair-Hugger, which to this day lacks a warning
about the risk of airborne contamination. Zimmerman expects potentially thousands of additional cases will be filed in the District
of Minnesota and potentially other courts in Minnesota and across
the country.
“As long as the Bair-Hugger continues to present unappreciated
danger to patients, until and unless there is a warning or some other instruction or recall from 3M that the potential liability, risk is
going to continue to accrue,” Zimmerman says.
The successful appellate team includes Meshbesher & Spence (Genevieve Zimmerman),Ciresi Conlin (Mike Sacchet, Leslie
O’Leary, Magan Odom), Kaster, Lynch Farrar & Ball (Kyle Farrar),
McDonald Worley (Gabe Assaad), and the Zimmerman Firm (attorney Jake Zimmerman, who is married to Genevieve Zimmerman).
—Frank Jossi

Group

Pictured from left are Assistant U.S. Attorneys Ann Bildtsen and Bahram Samie, and Rebecca Stillman, Justin Perl and Anne Robertson of
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid. Bahram Samie is a Circle of Excellence honoree.

BROWN, LEE, AND YOUNG
V. REESE PFEIFFER AND
UNITED STATES V. PFEIFFER

T

hese two lawsuits, a collaboration between Mid-Minnesota
Legal Aid and the U.S. Department of Justice, permanently removed a dangerous landlord from property management.
In 2019, a team of MMLA lawyers went after Reese Pfeiffer under the Fair Housing Act after he subjected three single African
American female tenants to severe sexual harassment. In 2020,
DOJ conducted its own investigation into whether Pfeiffer had
engaged in a pattern or practice of housing discrimination. The
United States filed its lawsuit against Pfeiffer in September 2020.
Through both actions, MMLA and DOJ identified 23 victims of
Pfeiffer’s sexual harassment.
“These women were all vulnerable, and he had the power to
control whether or not they would have a place to live,” MMLA
attorney Rebecca Stillman says. “They had no safe place to escape.”
As alleged in the lawsuits, Pfeiffer’s harassment included repeat-
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ed propositions, unwanted touching, and inappropriate comments
and questions, such as asking women to dance for him or provide massages. Pfeiffer claimed the female tenants owed fictitious
charges such as higher rent, deposits and/or late fees. He then told
the women they could “work it out” by providing sexual favors.
The two cases settled in 2021 through a court-ordered consent
decree, which instituted a permanent injunction barring Reese
Pfeiffer from managing rental properties in the future, required the
appointment of an independent manager for Pfeiffer’s properties,
and ordered payment of $736,000 to the 23 victims and a $14,000
civil penalty to the United States. Pfeiffer and his co-defendants
separately agreed to pay $140,000 in attorney fees to MMLA.
Further, “Reese Pfeiffer is permanently prohibited from managing properties,” Stillman said.
— Dan Heilman
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Pictured are, from left, Michael Hall III, Mara Brust, Kate Hockin and Mike Hall Sr.

THE HALL LAW TEAM

L

ast year Minneapolis-based Hall Law PA teamed up to win
a $6.7 million jury verdict and three of the top 10 auto-RFN
settlements in Minnesota history.
If you’ve never heard of auto accident-RFN cases, you’re

not alone. The name, short for radiofrequency neurotomy, refers
to a treatment used to alleviate pain coming from an injured facet
joint of the spine. Facet joint injuries are common in car accidents,
and many personal injury cases hinge on the injury and its treatment.
The $6.7 million jury verdict and subsequent judgment in the
case Kelley v. The Bernick’s Company, et. al. arose from an accident
in which a Minneapolis city maintenance worker suffered near amputation of his lower leg while working within a city work zone.
Hall’s case argued that the worker’s truck caused the injury when
it became entangled with a water hose, and then dragged the hose
through the work zone.
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The last settlement offer the plaintiff received before trial was
$600,000. “The settlement offer was pretty low,” says Hall III. “They
were of the opinion they could prove it was the plaintiff ’s fault. We
thought it was best to take it to trial.”
2021 was a strong year for the Hall team. In addition to the
Kelley verdict, the team recorded three of the 10 largest auto accident-RFN settlements in Minnesota history, all in the high six
figures.
“We have a really solid team here,” Hall says. “My partner Mara
and I are both children of personal injury lawyers. Meanwhile,
Kate brought in new blood and great ideas.”
For his part, Hall III has compiled an impressive list of jury verdicts over the years, including the largest jury verdict in St. Cloud
history. The $10.5 million verdict is the largest jury verdict ever
recorded in Stearns County.
—Dan Heilman

Group

In Memoriam:
David F. Herr

Congrats to Maslon Partner Steve Schleicher
2021 Attorney of the Year!
Thanks for your tireless work and extraordinary contributions
as pro bono special prosecutor to ensure justice was served
in the trial of Derek Chauvin. We are inspired by all
who served as part of Attorney General Keith Ellison’s
prosecution team and applaud your shared recognition for
Outstanding Service to the Profession.

MASLON LLP | MASLON.COM

Pictured are, from left, Tim Lessman, Knutson + Casey; Josh Peck, Jeff Anderson and Associates; Rich Ruohonen, TSR Injury Law. Not pictured is
Randy Knutson of Knutson + Casey.

MINOR DOES V. THE HILLS
YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

I

n the summer of 2018, a group of boys ran away from The Hills
Youth and Family Services, a juvenile detention and treatment
center in Duluth. The four boys fled the Hills in order to escape
repeated sexual assault and exploitation by Mark David Painter,

an adult male counselor employed by the facility.
Lax supervision and oversight at the facility allowed Painter
to prey on the at-risk youth. Police found the boys not far from
the facility and began an investigation, which resulted in criminal
charges against Painter. The perpetrator admitted abusing the boys,
pleaded guilty, and is currently serving 15 years in prison.
By concidence, a colleague of Randy Knutson knew the father
of one of the boys. Knutson and Tim Lessman of the Knutson +
Casey law firm were joined by attorneys Josh Peck of Jeff Anderson
and Associates and Rich Ruohonen of TSR Injury Law. The three
law firms combined their resources to hold The Hills accountable,
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bringing claims on behalf of the boys.
But it wasn’t easy.
“They told us there was a $2 million policy for all four kids, and
we claimed that each incident was different, so the total should
be $8 million,” Knutson says. “We argued about that for a long
time, and both sides hired lawyers who were experts in insurance
contract interpretation. Once that got sorted out, we were able to
settle it.”
After more than two years of litigation by the law firms the cases
were settled in 2021 for an undisclosed seven-figure amount.
One of the four boys can’t be located. The boy represented by
Knutson + Casey “is not doing great,” according to Knutson.
Still, he says, “I hope that knowing he has money he can use the
rest of his life ends up being helpful.”
—Dan Heilman
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Pictured are, from left, Aaron Morrison of Wold Morrison Law; Thomas Plunkett of the Law office of Thomas Plunkett; Caitlinrose Fisher and Matt
Forsgren of Forsgren Fisher. inset is Peter Wold of Wold Morrison Law. Fisher is a Circle of Excellence honoree.

MOHAMED NOOR
APPELLATE TEAM

T

he case of convicted former Minneapolis police officer
Mohamed Noor ended up turning on a key factor: What
constitutes a depraved mind?
Legally, it’s the mental state for third-degree murder.
Noor was convicted of third-degree murder following a shooting
in south Minneapolis. Noor appealed, and the Court of Appeals
affirmed the conviction, but the Minnesota Supreme Court granted review.
“The earlier decision didn’t match Supreme Court precedent or
depraved-mind murder,” says attorney Caitlinrose Fisher. “What
we saw in the case was an unsupported expansion of third-degree
murder that risks eliminating any line between murder and manslaughter. It gave incredible power to prosecutors and led to a risk
of inequitable charging.”
The high court clarified that the mental state for a depraved
mind cannot exist when the defendant’s conduct is directed with
particularity at the person who is killed. The Noor decision, his
defense team says, will provide important guidance to defense
lawyers and prosecutors in future criminal cases.

Group

“There’s nothing unique about the Noor case, especially when
you look at the potential for charging inequities,” says Thomas Plunkett, who practices with Fisher at Forsgren Fisher McCalmont DeMarea Tysver. “It goes deeper than Noor, and it goes
deeper than police. It’s about fundamental fairness in preventing
minorities from being whipsawed by judging decisions and subsequent plea negotiations.”
Fisher says that since the Supreme Court decision, she has seen
some county attorneys voluntarily suspending third-degree murder charges.
Peter B. Wold of Wold Morrison Law was also part of the appeal
team.
“There was a lot of focus on the race and gender of the victim,
the location of the crime,” Fisher says. “The way the state was using the charging statute was basically as manslaughter-plus, eliminating any meaningful line between manslaughter and murder
— even though they’re drastically different crimes with much different sentencing exposures.”
—Dan Heilman
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Pictured are, from left, Jess Braverman of Gender Justice, Andrew Davis of Stinson LLP, Christy L. Hall of Gender Justice and; Timothy Griffin of
Stinson LLP. Inset are David McKinney, top, and Teresa Nelson of ACLU Minnesota. Davis and Nelson are Circle of Excellence honorees.

N.H. V. ANOK A
HENNEPIN SCHOOL DISTRICT

I

n 2017, the Anoka-Hennepin School District prohibited a transgender high school student who identified as male from using
the boy’s locker room — which he had been doing for months
without incident.

A team of lawyers led by Tim Griffin and Andrew Davis, part-

ners at Stinson LLP, came to the student’s defense in a case that
captured national interest as disputes over school locker rooms
and bathrooms have reached a crescendo in many states. Davis had
previously worked on pro bono transgender cases with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), driven by a sense of justice and
struggles he has experienced within his own family.
“I feel passionately about transgender rights issues because, like
many people, I have a family member who is gender nonconform-

David McKinney and Gender Justice’s Christy L. Hall and Jess
Braverman. “It was a highly effective and deeply committed team,”
Davis says.
Several years after the student had been banned, the Minnesota
Court of Appeals ruled that the district violated Nick H’s rights under the Minnesota Constitution and the Minnesota Human Rights
Act. The court held that transgender and gender nonconforming
students can use school facilities that align with their gender identity.
The case included a payment of $300,000 to Nick along with
sweeping policy changes and educational requirements in the
school district.

ing, so I have seen how these issues can play out at a very personal

“I think it’s a very important case,” Davis says. “It established

level,” Davis says. “It was an issue that I cared about and wanted to

clarity in the law and a clear line for school districts and school

get involved in.”

boards to follow, and what they must do to accommodate trans

In addition to Davis and Griffin, the attorney team for N.H.
versus Anoka Hennepin included the ACLU’s Teresa Nelson and
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students’ use of school facilities.”
—Frank Jossi

Group

Nicholas Wanka and Kristi Nielsen of the Office of the Attorney General

PROTECTING MINNESOTANS
FROM MEDICAID FR AUD,
STATE V. REMONA LYSA BROWN

W

hen health care providers defraud the Medicaid system,
the expense not only comes out of taxpayers’ pockets,
it also prevents other vulnerable people in need from
receiving health care services they deserve. That’s why
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison has promised to aggressively pursue Medicaid fraud throughout the state.
Last year, Assistant Attorneys General Nicholas Wanka and
Kristi Nielsen of the AG’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit took the
lead in convicting a former home-care nursing agency operator in
Worthington, Minnesota, on 14 felony counts of aiding and abetting theft.
Remona L. Brown of Lansing, Michigan, was convicted in May
in a case that focused on the now-defunct Caring & Compassionate Healthcare Agency. Authorities say Brown submitted more
than 6,000 false claims over three years, allegedly scamming Medicaid out of more than $1.8 million.
Brown was ordered to repay the full $1.8 million and sentenced

Group

to five years in prison followed by more than two years under supervised release. The jury trial came after several years of delays in
the case due to additional charges Brown faced in her home state
of Michigan and to COVID-related delays.
“I wish I could say these types of allegations are atypical, but
they’re not,” says Wanka, who is director of the Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit in the AG’s office. “Most people don’t see the kind of
seedy underbelly of what can happen in some of these programs.
They’re built for very good purposes to benefit Minnesotans who
need the care, and unfortunately, there are a select few people who
take advantage of that to enrich themselves.”
The case came to light when former employees of Brown’s filed
complaints alleging violations of the Federal False Claims Act by
Brown’s company. Brown’s former employees identified numerous
instances of fraud during the trial.
—Paul Nolan
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Pictured are, from left, Adam Welle, Caitlin Micko, Katherine Kelly and Eric Maloney of the Office of the Attorney General. Adam Welle is a Circle of
Excellence honoree.

PROTECTING TENANTS AS CONSUMERS,
STATE V. STEVEN MELDAHL

C

onsumer protection laws are typically viewed as protecting those who purchase goods or services. However, as Assistant Attorney General Katherine Kelly says, “Every AG
has their own flavor of things they want to pursue.” When
Keith Ellison was elected Minnesota attorney general in 2018, his
agenda included pursuing issues that were affecting low-income
Minnesota residents, Maloney says.
Kelly led a team from the attorney general’s office that used consumer protection laws to halt the violation of rights of hundreds of
families who rented apartments in north Minneapolis. In November, a Hennepin County judge ruled that landlord Steven Meldahl
knowingly and in bad faith violated the rights of 267 families who
rented from him.
The case marks the first time in memory that the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office has prioritized treating tenants as consumers under consumer protection laws.
Meldahl’s tenants testified at the trial that they lived in squalid conditions they struggled to afford because Meldahl repeatedly
raised the rent while refusing to make repairs. Meldahl was found
guilty of falsely representing to his tenants that he could prevent
them from having their homes inspected by the city of Minneapo-
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lis and that he could charge them late fees greater than 8%.
The court entered a permanent injunction that prevents Meldahl
from engaging in those deceptive practices. He was fined $500 for
each of the 267 renting families, for a total of $133,500, and ordered him to pay the state’s attorneys’ fees and costs in pursuing
the case. The landlord is being closely monitored to make sure the
practices aren’t revived.
Kelly says Meldahl had been taking advantage of renters in his
North Minneapolis apartment buildings for more than three decades. The AG’s office worked with attorneys from Mid-Minnesota
Legal Aid to investigate and build the case. Mid-Minnesota Legal
Aid represented dozens of the landlord’s tenants in individual cases
over the course of decades.
“It was so heartening to represent these people,” Kelly says.
“These cases are enormously, emotionally impactful for us as attorneys. We’re dealing with people who have been victims in many
different arenas of their lives. They just blossomed and were happy
to hear someone in government respected them and cared about
what happened to them.”
—Paul Nolan
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Pictured are, from left, Randi Winter, Donald Heeman and Jessica Nelson of Spencer Fane; and Laurie Quinn of Wells Fargo.

RESCAP LIQUIDATING TRUST
LITIGATIONS TEAM

D

onald Heeman, Randi Winter and Jessica Nelson of Spencer Fane; Laurie Quinn of Wells Fargo
A Spencer Fane team of attorneys closed out a major
case last year involving residential mortgage originator
GMAC-RFC (ResCap).
After ResCap declared bankruptcy in 2013, Spencer Fane Minneapolis attorneys Donald Heeman, Randi Winter, Jessica Nelson
and Laurie Quinn, and attorneys from two other firms prosecuted
more than 100 lawsuits to recover money lost after ResCap’s clients
misled the company during the subprime mortgage crisis of 2007
and 2008.
Last year saw ResCap’s legal team recoup $17.4 million in attorneys‘ fees, costs, and interest along with a $5.4 million liability judgment against lender Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
In total, ResCap’s attorneys recovered more than $1.4 billion for
the client, with the 2021 trial victory against Primary Residential
wrapping up the last remaining case at the trial court level.
The case created both challenges and excitement for the attor-
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neys. Heeman says he will “miss the day-to-day, the hustle and
bustle of these cases.”
“We’d have meetings with the defense group which had, at a certain point in time, 200 people on the call,” he says. “It was a lot of
fun.”
Randi Winter says the case likely involved one of the first virtual
federal witness examinations conducted by attorneys still in court.
As the case closed, so did the courts. “It was the culmination of
years of hard work,” she says. “It was a real team effort.”
Laurie Quinn says the case involved bench and jury trials, a rarity in civil proceedings. The key to winning “was to distill complex
things down,” Quinn says. “That was relevant not only for the jury
but the witnesses.”
Jessica Nelson adds that the judge told attorneys “that these were
some of the most complex cases she’s presided over in her 20 years
on the bench. Meeting these challenges was extremely rewarding
for the legal team.”
—Frank Jossi
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Pictured are: Jamie Kurtz, inset, and, from left, Nathaniel Moore, Haynes Hansen, Munir Meghjee, Jeff Gleason and Jaime Wing. Not pictured is
Jason Pfeiffer.

RIGHTCHOICE MANAGED CARE
INC. ET AL V. HOSPITAL PARTNERS
INC. CASE TEAM

J

ohn Grisham hasn’t written any legal thrillers about medical fraud cases, but a team of attorneys in the Health Care
Practice group of Robins Kaplan is fine with that. They don’t
need a fictional best seller to understand the importance of
the $25.6 million jury verdict they won in September in a fraud
case against a clinical laboratory and its owners.
In RightCHOICE Managed Care Inc. et al v. Hospital Partners
Inc., the defendants were accused of engaging in a fraudulent billing scheme involving blood lab testing that resulted in more than
$18 million in claims payments by the Missouri insurer. The defendants were alleged to have conspired to use the hospital as a vehicle
for vastly inflating bills for tests the defendants performed. After a
nearly two-week trial, the jury awarded the insurer all of the more
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than $18 million it sought in compensatory damages and $7.6 million in punitive damages.
Jeff Gleason, co-chair of the firm’s Health Care Litigation Group,
says the verdict was especially rewarding in light of the challenges
presented by trying the complex case during a pandemic that altered the normal courtroom procedure. Jury members were spaced
apart from one another in the seating area normally occupied by
trial observers. “That creates challenges because we don’t get to see
how they are reacting,” he explains.
As with many cases, Gleason says, a key element was the almost
countless hours of work the team put in building the case.
—Paul Nolan
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Pictured from left are Scott M. Flaherty of Taft, Stettinius & Hollister; Peter J. Farrell and Jason Marisam of the Office of the Attorney General

SHEFA V. ATTORNEY GENER AL
KEITH ELLSON, ET. AL

D

elving into late 19th century source materials from the
Minnesota Historical Society is not a routine part of the
job for Scott M. Flaherty, an appellate attorney with Taft
Stettinius & Hollister LLP in Minneapolis. It’s what was
needed, however, when he represented Minnesota Supreme Court
Chief Justice Lorie Gildea last year in a high-profile case defending
the constitutionality of a statute governing the Minnesota Board
of Pardons.
Flaherty represented Gildea, while Assistant Attorneys General
Jason Marisam and Peter J. Farrell represented the attorney general’s office in the same matter.
The board of pardons process requiring a unanimous (3-0) vote
dates to an 1896 constitutional amendment that took sole authority
away from the governor. The Legislature followed voter approval
with a law that required a unanimous verdict.
That law was challenged in 2020 by Amreya Shefa, an immigrant
from Ethiopia who was found guilty of fatally stabbing her husband in 2013. She claimed she was sexually abused and was defending herself. Shefa, who was denied a pardon on a 2-1 vote, sued
all three members of the pardons board seeking a declaration that
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the requirement for a unanimous vote was unlawful. DFL Gov. Tim
Walz joined in arguing that his vote along with one other should
be enough.
A District Court concluded that the unanimity requirement
violates the governor’s executive pardon power. In May, the chief
justice reached out to Flaherty to represent her in the Shefa case on
appeal. A motion was filed for accelerated review, and in September, the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that requiring a unanimous vote of the pardons board to grant a pardon is constitutional.
“Litigation regarding pardon decisions in Minnesota is extremely rare. There wasn’t a lot of precedent you could draw on. You can’t
pull the top 10 cases involving pardon litigation and read them,”
Flaherty said. His research took him to the Minnesota Historical
Society to review legislative writings from the 1880s and 1890s.
“These cases don’t happen very often, and each one is unique,”
Flaherty said. The question about pardon power in Minnesota had
never been litigated before and I don’t think ever will be litigated
again.”
—Paul Nolan
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Pictured are JaneAnne Murray, third from left, and former University of Minnesota law students, from left to right, Stacy Kalpathy (’17); Emanual
Williams (’23); Connor Shaull (’20); Hannah Camilleri-Hughes (’20); and Bree Crye (’21).

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW
SCHOOL CLEMENCY PROJECT

S

ince 2014, law school students at the University of Minnesota Law School Clemency Project Clinic have worked
on clemency petitions for clients serving disproportionately long sentences. But 2021 was a remarkable year for
the project, and director JaneAnne Murray hopes its influence will
spread from that increased success.
At the beginning of the year, 14 clients whose clemency cases
had been pending during the Trump administration got commutations. “We also got 14 from the Obama administration, but one or
two at a time,” Murray says. “Fourteen in one fell swoop was quite
unexpected.”
The Minnesota Board of Pardons also granted clemency to a
clinic client serving a 25-year sentence, and Murray hopes for more
similar actions to come. “The current pardon board seems very
open to using its commutation power more expansively,” she says.
For clinic student Emmanuel Williams, the work led to increased
interest in pursuing clemency. “I have turned to more post-convic-
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tion work,” he says. “I’ll work on expungement over the spring and
summer of this year.”
Murray hopes for more commutations from the Biden administration, based on his campaign promises, including his plan to
grant clemency to some prisoners serving their sentences in home
confinement because of COVID-19. She also believes society has
reached a tipping point regarding incarceration. “I think there’s a
dawning bipartisan awareness across the country that we have people serving sentences that are too long and are outdated by current
standards,” she says.
Clemency Project students will continue to pursue cases that
Murray chooses for their universal aspects and potential strategic
reach. “We will focus on cases that are representative of deep injustices and disparities in our criminal legal system,” she says. “We
don’t just get clients out of prison; we use the clinic as a launching
pad for broader advocacy and empirical research.”
—Holly Dolezalek
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Court Anderson
Litigation Attorney

CONGRATULATIONS
2021 Attorneys of the Year
Court Anderson and Ben Hamborg are being honored
for their shareholder dispute case that resulted in an over
$7,000,000 whistleblower award from the SEC.
Melissa Nilsson is being honored for her pro bono efforts
in a difficult family law case, which representation began
when the other parent refused to return the client’s
minor child from another state.

Ben Hamborg
Litigation Attorney
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Melissa Nilsson
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2021 Attorney of the Year:
Outstanding Service to the Profession
With deep gratitude for the profound legacy of our
dear friend and colleague David F. Herr, we applaud his
much-deserved recognition. A tireless leader, mentor,
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the profession and the community
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Congratulations, Matt Forsgren and Caitlinrose Fisher!
We are proud of the groundbreaking results you achieved
at the Minnesota Supreme Court. Your recognition as
Attorneys of the Year, along with our friends and colleagues
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PATRICK ARENZ
Robins Kaplan

H

aving jurors hear a top Twin Cities plastic surgeon describe the ordeal that led to the amputation of his leg was
critical in the strategy that secured the doctor a $27.8
million verdict, according to Patrick Arenz, a partner at
Robins Kaplan.
Dr. Richard Tholen suffered a traumatic knee dislocation while
ziplining Mazatlán, Mexico, in 2015. Assist America, an emergency
medical evacuation services provider, refused to fly Tholen back
to the United States. Tholen received poor medical care in Mexico
and had to arrange his own return trip, causing a delay that resulted in an above-the-knee amputation.
“The key was to ensure that Dr. Tholen could tell his story in
his own voice: what he went through in Mexico, why he needed
help from Assist America and what he endures every day from the
harm he suffered as a result of Assist America’s indifference and
incompetence,” says Arenz, lead counsel in the federal trial that
concluded in November.
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In a powerful moment, Arenz says, Tholen “stepped down from
the witness stand and showed the jury his prosthetic and what he
goes through each day to put it on and take it off.” Tholen continues
his medical practice but the injury and amputation have reduced
his ability to work to some degree.
Arenz last year also won a bench trial in a bankruptcy case preventing investors from buying celebrity chef Chloe Coscarelli’s “by
Chloe” trademark, after obtaining an arbitration award reinstating
her 50% ownership in the “by Chloe” vegan restaurant chain.
“High-stakes trial work is what our firm has done for over 80
years,” Arenz says. “We thrive on simplifying the complex. And
we’re often at our best when we’re pursuing justice in a David-versus-Goliath fight. Both of these principles were at the forefront of
the Dr. Tholen and Chef Chloe cases. Rewriting the odds is what
we do at Robins Kaplan.”
—Todd Nelson
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ALAIN BAUDRY
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

L

itigator Alain Baudry’s practice spans a range of interests,
from immigration law to professional sports to corporate
representation. The Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr partner
has scored a string of victories over the past few years: de-

fending a client’s federal civil rights, resolving contentious contract
disputes, and navigating numerous legal challenges for an NBA
franchise.
In Parada v. Anoka County, Baudry served as lead trial lawyer
for Myriam Parada, a Mexican citizen who was brought to the
Anoka County Jail for a traffic misdemeanor. The jail then notified
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) — following an
unwritten policy of contacting ICE anytime a foreign-born person
arrived at the jail — and delayed her release so she could be turned
over to ICE. The federal court ruled the county’s practice of calling
ICE was unconstitutional.
Working with the ACLU, Baudry won $30,000 for Parada from
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a federal jury and $248,000 in attorneys’ fees. “This case is an example of systemic racism in law enforcement policies and procedures,” Baudry notes. “It’s one of the reasons immigrants are reluctant to report crimes — because they fear any encounter with law
enforcement is going to turn into a referral to ICE.”
In Rembrandt Enterprises Inc. v. Rexing Quality Eggs, Baudry
prevailed before the Seventh Circuit on behalf of one of the nation’s largest egg producers, Rembrandt Enterprises, who sued an
Indiana client over a disputed contract. The company won a $1.5
million jury verdict and $2.6 million for attorneys’ fees and prejudgment interest.
Finally, Baudry has represented the Minnesota Timberwolves in
numerous successful legal battles. The New York City native says
he gets hired “by clients who entrust me with a wide variety of
litigation disputes because of their confidence in my trial skills.”
—Frank Jossi
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MAI MOUA
Mai Neng Moua Law Office

M

ai Neng Moua has been an immigration attorney for the
past 14 years, helping individuals navigate the byzantine
laws that regulate whether they can stay in the United
States.
Many of her cases involve Southeast Asian men who came to the
country as refugees, often more than two decades ago. As young,
impoverished refugees, they committed minor crimes, pleaded
guilty, and now, as adults, face deportation proceedings because of
their convictions decades ago.
U.S. law requires that diplomatic relations with countries where
deportees would land. For years the U.S. had none with Cambodia
and Laos, so the government did not deport refugees to those countries. Now Cambodia accepts deportees, endangering the status of
Cambodian refugees who might have minor criminal records.
Because they have no passports from the U.S. or their countries
of origin, these refugees “are stateless,” Moua says. If deported, they
arrive in countries where they do not speak the language or have
family. Yet they often leave behind families in the U.S., she says.
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Last September, Moua also argued before the U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals that individuals who entered as refugees should
be allowed to reapply for permanent resident status if they meet
specific criteria. The board agreed, and the decision should save
many refugees with minor convictions from being sent back to
their native countries.
Another case involved a Cambodian man’s 1998 deportation
order which the government finally acted on in 2020. The 44-yearold left behind a wife and two children. Moua represented him before the Board of Immigration Appeals, which reopened his case
and allowed him to return to Minnesota.
She says it was the first successful case in the Midwest of a deported individual returning from Cambodia. It reminded her of
why she is a lawyer.
“When we have decisions like that when we’re able to keep family united, well, I think that’s what makes being a lawyer worth it
for me,” Moua says.
--Frank Jossi
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K AARIN NELSON SCHAFFER
Conard Nelson Schaffer PLLC

G

eorge Floyd’s family took the unusual step of appointing Kaarin Nelson Schaffer as its trustee in a federal case
against Derek Chauvin and the city of Minneapolis.
An employment attorney at Conard Nelson Schaffer

PLLC, Nelson Schaffer is more accustomed to representing wrongfully terminated workers than overseeing a contentious and nationally known group of lawyers from around the country. But the
Floyd family, in concert with its attorneys, selected Nelson Schaffer
based on her background in criminal defense, her civil rights experience, and her confidence and calm demeanor.
Floyd’s family brought the case against Chauvin, the Minneapolis police officer convicted of killing George Floyd during a dispute
in 2020. In this case, the officer’s employer, the city, became the
defendant and Nelson Schaffer, as the family’s representative, the
plaintiff.
“I was trying to manage this team, and that’s kind of an unusual
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role for a trustee,” she says. “I was trying to help everybody get
along and for me to do that, I had to build trust with all of these
different attorneys and with the Floyd family. They had to trust
that what I was saying was in their best interest and that what I was
saying was true.”
“What was challenging was putting all these different heads together and coming up with one answer,” she says. “There’s so much
value in hearing 15 different opinions from really great lawyers
from all over the country. I mean, my gosh, what a gift, right?”
The city settled for $27 million with the Floyd family last year.
Nelson Schaffer will not actively seek more trustee work. “It was
an honor and a unique career experience, but it is not what I want
to do for a career,” she says. “I want to get back to the courtroom
as an attorney and advocate for those who have been wrongfully
terminated.”
—Frank Jossi
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MELISSA NILSSON
Henson Efron

F

amily law attorney Melissa Nilsson often has a front seat to
people behaving poorly in stressful situations as their lives
become irreparably changed.
“We see a different side of people that most do not see,”
Nilsson says. “We see clients at their worst. They’ll admit that to
you after the fact and, often times, apologize for their behavior.”
The Henson Efron attorney said clients and opposing parties were on good behavior during the beginning stages of the
COVID-19 pandemic, but after about six months of lockdown, that
good behavior started to dissipate. “People aren’t playing as nicely
as they were early on,” Nilsson says. “We are lucky that virtual appearances have allowed us to continue our work and avoid backlogs, but living in a virtual world of mediations and court hearings
has resulted in more bad behavior. I think parties act in ways on
screen that they rarely, if ever, would act in person.”
After earning an undergraduate degree in sociology, she saw
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that training as a sound underpinning for law school and family
law practice. After arriving in the Twin Cities, she worked with a
family court judge. “I realized that family law was the perfect fit for
me,” Nilsson says. “Family law incorporates not only my legal education, but my education in sociology and psychology regarding
human relationships and behavior.”
Nilsson has been recognized as a top attorney by several publications, and a pro-bono client nominated Nilsson for this year’s Minnesota Lawyer Top Attorneys award. Her reputation, combined
with her work during the pandemic, boosted her practice even as
Nilsson juggles working at home with a spouse and three children.
Nilsson said she likes family law because of the opportunity to
help divorcing parents navigate this difficult time in their lives and
the chance to help her clients and their families find the best way
forward.
—Frank Jossi
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MATTHEW PELIK AN
Madel PA

M

atthew Pelikan’s professional path has always been about
public service. Early in his career, he worked on political
campaigns including those for Paul Wellstone and Mark
Dayton. “I believe in supporting strong public policy
and trying to make sure our political and legal system is helping
people,” he said.
As an attorney, Pelikan, a partner at Madel PA, has made an impact on the legal system, helping victims of sexual harassment and
racial discrimination. His recent case, Abel v. Abbott Northwestern
Hospital, et al., set a precedent by broadening the Minnesota Human Rights Act to protect unpaid interns in the workplace for the
first time.
Meagan Abel was a doctoral student at St. Mary’s University who
alleges she experienced ongoing racial discrimination and inappropriate sexual conduct while interning at Abbott Northwestern
Hospital.
Dr. Kim Finch, a psychologist at Abbott at the time, tried to expose the misconduct against Abel. She alleged that she faced retaliation and was forced out of her job.
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Pelikan filed lawsuits on behalf of Abel and Finch. The district
court dismissed all of Abel’s claims and some of Finch’s (the cases
were then severed to be tried separately).
The Court of Appeals affirmed the dismissal of Abel’s case. One
reason was that the Minnesota Human Rights Act didn’t protect
Abel because she was not a paid employee.
Pelikan argued the case before the Minnesota Supreme Court,
which ruled in Abel’s favor. “The Minnesota Supreme Court made
clear that you are protected from discrimination and harassment in
a workplace even if you are not paid,” said Pelikan.
Finch’s reprisal claim, which has been resolved by mutual agreement, also set new standards. The Court of Appeals recognized that
a plaintiff ’s statements are evidence and that the full context of harassing incidents matters.
“Clients want accountability and justice for themselves and others,” Pelikan says. “That goes to why I took the case. I believe in
justice in our society and a level playing field for everyone.”
—Julie Swiler
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PAUL D. PETERSON
Founding partner, Harper & Peterson, PLLC

2

021 was a year of renewed opportunities for Paul D. Peterson, a founding partner of Harper & Peterson, PLLC,
a Woodbury law firm that focuses on personal injury and
civil litigation.
Among last year’s highlights was a ruling by the Minnesota Supreme Court reinstating a wrongful death lawsuit filed by heirs of
a 4-year-old boy who died in February 2013 after being physically
abused by his father’s girlfriend.
The Supreme Court reversed a ruling by a Pope County District
Court that dismissed the case, which claimed that Pope County
and three child protection workers were negligent in the death of
Eric Dean. Peterson’s firm filed the lawsuit alleging negligence on
the part of the child protection workers, who failed to notify law
enforcement officers despite multiple reports of child abuse in the
Dean home in Starbuck.
The Supreme Court found that immunity didn’t apply to the social workers. The ruling returned the case to the lower court for
further proceedings, including a possible trial.
The case led to significant reforms to state laws regarding child
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abuse, including more response to and investigations of abuse reports, and more funding and workers for the child protection system. The alleged abuser, Amanda Peltier, was convicted of first-degree murder in 2014.
In another 2021 case involving reversal of fortune for Peterson
and one of his clients, a jury awarded a woman injured in a car accident $1.2 million in a retrial of a Dakota County personal injury
lawsuit. Peterson’s client was originally awarded a smaller amount,
but a new trial was ordered due to misconduct on the part of the
opposing lawyer.
“After the first trial, my client had a legitimate feeling that the
system was not providing a fair process.” Peterson says. “It was
helpful to her peace of mind, regardless of the outcome, to have
what she felt was a fair trial,”
Last year’s highlights for Peterson were not limited to the courtroom. He also was named to become president of the Minnesota
State Bar Association later this year
—Paul Nolan
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ERIC RICE
The Law Office of Eric A. Rice

O

n May 30, 2020, Jaleel Stallings was standing with a small
group in a parking lot off of Lake Street in Minneapolis after curfew. It was five days after George Floyd was
killed, and tensions were high. Suddenly, shots rang out
from an unmarked van. Stallings fired back, unaware it was police
officers firing rubber bullets.
As soon as he realized that, Stallings dropped his weapon and lay
face-down on the ground. The officers beat him and arrested him.
Stallings was charged with attempted murder and assault. His
attorney, Eric Rice, thought this was a straightforward case of
self-defense, and the facts were on Stallings side. Still, he knew that
his client faced an uphill battle given the charges he was facing.
There were challenges from the start as Stalling’s self-defense
claim was almost kept from the jury. “Twice, we had to convince
a judge that the evidence was sufficient,” Rice says. In addition,
he had to counter officers’ claims that Stallings shot first and re-
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sisted arrest.
What the defense did have was two hours of bodycam footage.
With that evidence, Rice was able to prove to the jury that Stallings
did not provoke the attack, that he feared bodily harm, that his
fear was reasonable, and that Stallings only used reasonable force
to respond to the attack. In July 2021, Stallings was acquitted of all
charges.
Rice wonders what the outcome would have been without the
bodycam footage. “Stallings was looking at a mandatory minimum
of 10 years. If everything had not gone perfectly, he would be in
prison,” he said.
This is the kind of case that motivates the Harvard Law graduate,
who opened the Law Office of Eric A. Rice in 2010. “I’ve always
tried to use my skills to help even out power balances to get a fairer
result,” Rice says. “That is why I like defense work.”
—Julie Swiler
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CHRIS SAILORS
SailorsAllen Law

I

n 2009, when the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe started its own legal
aid department, Chris Sailors, only two years out of Hamline
Law (now Mitchell Hamline School of Law), was hired to create
the law office from scratch.
Sailors knew that many of his clients were historically disenfranchised from the legal system and didn’t always think their lawyers
acted in their best interest. He brought on four attorneys and built
a practice that focused on consistent representation. “In order to
completely trust someone, you have to know their reputation and
know they will fight for you,” Sailors says. “We can have just as
much success as someone who spends thousands of dollars and has
a private attorney.”
In 2016, Sailors left that job to become a part-time public defender and start his own firm, SailorsAllen Law, with partner Ethan
Allen. He also continues to take criminal defense cases for Mille
Lacs Band members.
Sailors always knew he belonged in public defense because fight-
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ing for the underdog is important to him. “A lot of times your social or economic situation stacks the justice system against you,”
he says. “I want to give people who don’t usually have a chance to
experience a fair justice system.”
He’s had solid success fighting for his clients. From January 2019
to April 2021, Sailors tried and won 16 cases including two reversals, even with in-person hearings shut down for 13 months due to
the pandemic.
One of those cases involved a 25-year-old member of the Mille
Lacs Band who faced 40 years for aggravated robbery, kidnapping,
assault and false imprisonment. The state’s case included DNA
evidence and a cooperating witness. The prosecution’s offer was a
straight-up guilty plea, which Sailors advised his client to reject. In
court, Sailors chipped away at the evidence, and won an acquittal,
changing the trajectory of the young man’s life.
—Paul Nolan
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ERIN SINDBERG PORTER
Jones Day

I

t’s not as if Erin Sindberg Porter was searching for a way to fill
unexpected free time when professional colleagues recommended she apply for a position on the state Commission on Judicial
Selection midway through 2020. Her work as a partner at Jones
Day practicing complex commercial litigation and state and federal enforcement investigations kept her plenty busy, as did pro bono
work with the Children’s Law Center where she represented youth
in foster care.
However, someone tapped Sindberg Porter on the shoulder and
she responded. Now, as chair of the Commission on Judicial Selection, she’s doing likewise, striving to fulfill the commission’s mission
of soliciting and recommending candidates to the governor for vacancies in the district courts and the Workers’ Compensation Court
of Appeals.
“Sometimes qualified candidates just need you to tap them on the
shoulder because they haven’t thought of it,” Sindberg Porter says.
“I don’t know if I would have done it if someone hadn’t said to me,
‘This is something you can do well.’ Now that I’ve been appointed,
I feel a special obligation to be tapping others and to help facilitate
the tapping.”
“Erin has quickly learned how to manage a 49-member commis-
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sion and align its goals with those of the governor: to select a group
of exceptional and diverse judges who will lead Minnesota through
the many difficult issues that we confront in our judicial system,”
stated three members of Gov. Walz’s staff in a letter nominating
Sindberg Porter for an Attorney of the Year award.
Sindberg Porter was appointed to chair the commission in October 2020. During Sindberg Porter’s tenure, Gov. Walz has appointed
the first Black judges in both the Sixth and Seventh Judicial Districts
(Judges Shawn Pearson and Johnathan Judd), the first Asian Pacific
Islander judge in the Sixth Judicial District (Judge Bhupesh Pattni),
and the first Native American judge to the Minnesota Court of Appeals (Judge Sarah Wheelock).
“What’s really exciting to me is that these are just the firsts,” Sindberg Porter says. “There are going to be more firsts, and there will be
seconds and thirds and fourths. That second part is a very motivating thought — that we get past the firsts and get to the seconds, the
thirds and the fourths. The more diverse the bench is, in every sense
of diversity, the better for the quality of decision-making and public
confidence in our courts.”
—Julie Swiler
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Jones Day congratulates its own Erin
Sindberg Porter for her recognition
as one of Minnesota Lawyer’s 2021
Attorneys of the Year. We are proud
of her dedication to leadership in
the legal profession and significant
public service in her community.
Erin Sindberg Porter
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JEFF STORMS
Newmark Storms Dworak LLC

J

eff Storms knew he was going to be a lawyer from the time
he was 5 years old. He jokes that he’s always been argumentative. Growing up, he saw the injustice of racial and economic
disparities around him and knew he wanted to do something
about it. “I’ve always believed in sticking up for people and fighting back against bullies,” says Storms, a partner at Newmark Storms
Dworak LLC.
That determination has served Storms well as a civil-rights litigator, including as a member of the team that brought a civil suit
on behalf of George Floyd’s next of kin, recovering a historic $27
million dollar settlement.
Storms in part played a procedural role given his understanding
of the process in Minnesota. Based on his previous civil rights work,
including a nearly identical case of prone restraint in Minneapolis,
he also provided historical context that was relied upon to build the
civil case.
The microscopic lens on the case created its own kind of pressure.
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In addition to handling hearings in court, Storms advocated for the
family on CNN, MSNBC and other national media outlets.
Storms’ work on the Floyd case led him to a similar role on the
civil suit on behalf of the family of Dante Wright. “It’s been very
humbling for great lawyers across the country and in Minnesota to
trust me with this kind of work,” he said.
This past year, Storms served as lead attorney on Hunziker v.
Doherty, a civil rights and medical malpractice case regarding the
horrific death of a child placed by Hennepin County into the foster
care system.
One of the challenges of foster care litigation, according to Storms,
is the misperception that children in foster care don’t have someone
who loves them, so there is no one to benefit from litigation. “That
couldn’t be further from the truth,” Storms says. “This child had
loving siblings and grandparents.” Hennepin County has settled the
suit. The case continues against Allina.
—Julie Swiler
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AARON VAN OORT
Faegre Drinker

B

y even the loftiest of legal standards, Aaron Van Oort of Faegre Drinker had quite a 2021.
Among other cases, Van Oort served as lead appellate
counsel for Xcel Energy in successfully securing a certiorari

denial in a Minnesota energy regulation appeal.
Xcel Energy prevailed in a Minnesota energy regulation matter
when the Minnesota Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal challenging a Minnesota statute that gives existing owners of electric
transmission facilities a right of first refusal to build new transmission lines that will connect to their existing facilities.
“Xcel was certainly one of the highlights because of the combination of the constitutional issue and the importance of it to Xcel,”
Van Oort says.
A decade into a False Claims Act case, Boston Scientific hired Van
Oort to join their case and lead the summary judgment effort. Van
Oort led the briefing team and argued the motion, and the court
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ruled for Boston Scientific in a complete defense victory.
A relator named Stephen Higgins alleged that Boston Scientific
fraudulently induced the Food and Drug Administration to approve
two types of implantable defibrillators by supposedly failing to disclose information that revealed a design defect. He argued that by
allegedly obtaining device approval through fraud, Boston Scientific caused physicians to certify that the defibrillators were medically
necessary devices and to submit false claims for payment to federal
health insurance programs.
A district court granted Boston Scientific’s motion for summary
judgment and dismissed the entire case.
That sort of matter is where Van Oort sees his practice headed.
“As our firm has gotten bigger and more national, I’ve been able to
focus more on appellate work,” he says. “I’ve also been able to do that
across a wider range of courts throughout the country.”
--Dan Heilman
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COURT J. ANDERSON
AND BENJAMIN J. HAMBORG
Henson Efron

S

even years is a long time to wait for justice. But Court Anderson and Ben Hamborg got their clients that justice —
plus possibly the largest whistleblower payout in Minnesota
history.
Their clients, two minority shareholders in a company that went
public in 2012, came to Anderson when they suspected some of the
company’s controlling shareholders were manipulating its stock
price. “They didn’t know exactly what had happened, or what claims
or remedies they had open to them,” says Anderson.
Those controlling shareholders had manipulated the stock price
in the first days of trading, increasing the company’s debt from approximately $9 million to tens of millions of dollars and benefiting
the majority shareholders who held the debt. When Anderson demanded that the company respond, they settled with the majority
shareholders, leaving the minority shareholders with no way to have
their day in court.
Anderson went to the SEC and explained what had happened,
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providing significant documentation and evidence to help the agency investigate. Hamborg, an associate attorney who joined the case
two years in, prepared the application and argued for the clients to
receive the maximum amount (30%) of monies recovered as a result
of the civil and criminal actions.
Based on the $24 million in sanctions against the controlling
shareholders involved, the minority shareholders were awarded
more than $7 million. Several majority shareholders were charged,
among them Ryan Gilbertson, who received an unusually long 12year sentence for a white-collar first offense. “That shows the magnitude of the scheme and its effect on everyday people,” Hamborg says.
Anderson took satisfaction from the perpetrators being charged
and held accountable. “Not only did [the award] compensate the clients for their losses from this scheme,” he says, “the criminal convictions brought a sense of fairness and justice.”
--Holly Dolezalek
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TIM BARNETT
AND RYAN SCHILDKR AUT
Henson Efron

I

n the spring of 2021, every lawyer in Winthrop & Weinstine’s
mergers and acquisitions group already had deals going. Then
shareholder Tim Barnett was contacted by a client who wanted
to sell three portfolios of more than 800 Wendy’s, Taco Bell, and

Pizza Hut restaurants. And he wanted to do it in five months.
“We said, ‘No way,’ that we needed another month,” Barnett recalls.
The client had hoped to sell each portfolio to a single buyer, which
would have worked with Taco Bell and Pizza Hut. But Wendy’s
refused to sell too many restaurants to one owner. The result was
11 transactions, nine of which used the same purchase agreement
across all the restaurants. Even with that simplification, an army of
Winthrop & Weinstine attorneys had to contact owners, landlords,
and lawyers for buying groups to secure their agreements.
Associate attorney Ryan Schildkraut was essentially the project
manager for the sale, reading and responding to emails from the sell-
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er and working with buyers, lenders and others. “Every day I went
through a checklist and tried to prioritize what was most pressing to
keep the train moving,” he said.
The firm’s real estate group handled all the real estate issues for the
many different locations, and Schildkraut helped to coordinate with
that group as well.
By October, all but a small fraction of the deal was done, and the
client was thoroughly satisfied. He held a formal dinner in San Antonio that Barnett, Schildkraut, and real estate group leader Tammera
Diehm attended.
Barnett believes that successfully completing a deal of this magnitude — possibly the largest-ever franchisee-to-franchisee sale in
dollars — will enhance the firm’s reputation. “The credibility associated with this transaction should lead to even more work in this
space, with different clients in different parts of the country,” he says.
—Holly Dolezalek
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K ATHLEEN FLYNN PETERSON
AND ROBERT KING JR.
Ciresi Conlin

M

att Thein was driving down a rural road near Willmar in
July 2018 when a truck from a local farm failed to yield
the right of way. The resulting accident left Thein with
multiple injuries, most of which had healed or were healing by the time his case went to trial.
But Thein had a traumatic brain injury and mild cognitive impairment as a result. Kathleen Flynn Peterson and Robert King of Ciresi
Conlin had to convince a jury that although Thein looked fine, he
actually wasn’t — and the right course of action would be to award
him damages.
To make sure the jury understood Thein’s injuries, Flynn Peterson and King’s team created exhibits that showed each injury and its
long-term effects. “It reaffirmed for me the power of a clean and clear
demonstrative exhibit,” King says.
Flynn Peterson and King also conducted focus groups to find out
how the case might be perceived. They discovered that participants
were concerned about Thein, but they also worried about his wife,
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who might have to care for Thein eventually.
“He was very lucky to heal without any significant physical disability,” Flynn Peterson says. “But it’s well known that even mild cognitive impairment accelerates the cognitive decline that often comes
with aging.”
The trial was Flynn Peterson and King’s first since the pandemic
began. By the time of trial, the case had been continued twice already. Medical witnesses testified by Zoom, and Peterson only took
her mask off to deliver closing arguments. “It was an interesting time
to try a case,” King says.
The jury believed Flynn Peterson and King, and awarded the
plaintiff $13.14 million.
“It was really about people’s willingness to award money if the
evidence supported it,” Flynn Peterson says. “We got a jury that was
willing to do that.”
--Holly Dolezalek
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Thank you, alumni,

for your contributions to the legal profession.

RECIPIENTS OF THE OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION AWARD
Beth Bertelson ’87, Bertelson Law Office
Rita Coyle DeMeules ’88, Minnesota Supreme Court
Dyan Ebert ’93, Quinlivan & Hughes
David Herr ’78 (deceased), Maslon
Eric Nelson ’01, Halberg
Derek Chauvin Prosecution: Matt Frank ’91, Office of the Attorney General;
Steve Schleicher ’95, Maslon; Josh Larson ’08, Hennepin County Attorney’s Office; et al.

INDIVIDUALS
Patrick Arenz ’06, Robins Kaplan
Mai Moua ’07, Mai N. Moua Law Office
Paul D. Peterson ’89, Harper & Peterson
Christopher Sailors ’07, SailorsAllen Law
Erin Sindberg Porter ’07, Jones Day

TEAMS
Kathleen Flynn Peterson ’81 and Robert J. King Jr. ’80,
Ciresi Conlin
Randall Knutson ’92 and Brooke Holmes,
Knutson Casey
Willow Anderson ’02 and Jack Rice,
Willow Anderson Law and Jack Rice Defense

GROUPS
3M N95 Mask Seizure Litigation
Amran Farah ’13, Greene Espel; et al.
Bair Hugger MDL Plaintiffs
Genevieve Zimmerman ’03, Meshbesher & Spence;
Megan Odom ‘17, Ciresi Conlin; et al.
Michael Hall III Team
Kate Hockin ’18, Hall Law; et al.
Minor Does v. The Hills Youth and Family Services
Randy Knutson ‘92, Knutson Casey; Rich Ruohonen
’96, TSR Injury Law; Josh Peck ’13, Jeff Anderson &
Associates; et al.

Mohamed Noor Appellate Team
Thomas Plunkett ’95, Law office of Thomas Plunkett; et al.
N.H. v. Anoka Hennepin School District
Teresa Nelson ’96, ACLU Minnesota;
Timothy Griffin ‘98, Stinson; et al.
Protecting Minnesotans from Medicaid Fraud, State
v. Remona Lysa Brown
Assistant Attorney General Nicholas Wanka ’10, Office of
the Attorney General; et al.
Protecting Tenants as Consumers, State v. Steven
Meldahl
Assistant Attorneys General Katherine Kelly ’04 and
Caitlin Micko ’13, Office of the Attorney General; et al.
ResCap Liquidating Trust Litigation Team
Donald Heeman ‘98, Spencer Fane; et al.
Shefa v. Attorney General Keith Ellison, et al.
Scott M. Flaherty (Mitchell Hamline Board of Trustees),
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister; et al.

DAN GUERRERO
AND PERRY MORIEARTY
Meshbesher & Spence and University of Minnesota Law School

D

efense attorney Dan Guerrero and University of Minnesota law
professor Perry Moriearty helped defendant Myon Burrell win
release from prison in December 2020 after he served 18 years
for a crime he didn’t commit. As a 16-year old, Burrell had
been convicted of the 2002 shooting of 11-year-old Tyesha Edwards,
who was killed when a stray bullet penetrated her Minneapolis home.
A criminal defense attorney with the Meshbesher & Spence firm,
Guerrero took on Burrell’s case about four years ago after Burrell‘s father and sister came to the firm. Moriearty and two of her students in
the U of M’s Child Advocacy and Juvenile Justice Clinic were retained by
the Burrell family to represent him before the state parole board. At the
same time, Guerrero petitioned the court to reopen the case.
In the parole hearing, Moriearty argued that Burrell’s age at the time,
better understanding of juvenile brain development, and issues with the
police investigation and prosecution, among other factors, were cause
to release him.
After testimony from Burrell, his attorney and two supporters, the
board decided to commute Burrell’s life term to 20 years and allow him
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to serve the remainder of the time — two years — on supervised release.
The decision came a week after an independent panel of national experts released a study calling for Burrell’s release from prison.
An Associated Press investigation revealed that some important
exculpatory evidence was not introduced before Burrell’s original
trial, including several recordings of jailhouse phone calls in which
co-defendants “talked about the fact that they had the wrong person,”
Guerrero says.
Guerrero considers the high profile case one of the most memorable
of his career. “Post-conviction cases are so difficult, like trying to untie
a tightly tied knot,” he says. “You have to go back and review all of the
proceedings, sometimes re-interview witnesses and try to convince a
prosecutor and then a judge that (a conviction) was not accurate.”
Moriearty credited Burrell’s family and the community’s major role
in getting his release. “They never stopped pushing and working hard
to get him out, working behind the scenes to reverse his wrongful conviction.”
—Dan Emerson

Teams

BROOKE HOLMES
AND R ANDALL KNUTSON
Knutson + Casey

A

ttorneys Brooke Holmes and Randall Knutson of the
Mankato firm Knutson + Casey helped win justice for a
teenage victim of sexual abuse by an older maintenance
man who worked in the victim’s family’s Section 8 apartment complex.
After the victim reported the abuse, the property management
company retaliated by attempting to illegally evict the family.
Holmes took on the case and brought a civil lawsuit to get the family
some relief.
After pursuing an action through the Department of Housing and
Urban Development to ensure that similar conduct did not happen
to other vulnerable tenants, Holmes pursued a civil action against
the maintenance man and Paramark Real Estate Services for multiple causes of action, including sexual abuse and the violation of the
Federal Fair Housing Act. Holmes helped the family win a significant financial settlement. (There was no criminal prosecution).
Holmes was uniquely qualified to handle the case, since she her-
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self had been a victim of childhood sexual abuse. When she took on
the case, she spent several hours with the victim, “who had not been
very open with anybody she had talked to up to that point.” Gaining
the girl’s trust and establishing a rapport, Holmes took over the lead
role in the case.
Holmes also needed to talk with the client and her father to “help
them realize that no amount of money was going to make the trauma
go away, but that a settlement would probably be the best option,
so she wouldn’t have to go through deposition and trial and keep
reliving the abuse.” Holmes advised the girl on the most sensible way
to handle the settlement, and helped her set up an annuity to pay for
college, once she had reached the age of 18.
The settlement “really sets her up for the rest of her life, to go to
college, get a job and have stable housing,” says Holmes, who also
helped her client get insurance that will pay for further counseling..
—Dan Emerson
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WILLOW ANDERSON
AND JACK RICE
Willow Anderson Law and Jack Rice Defense

I

n a landmark case that drew national attention, attorneys Jack Rice
and Willow Anderson helped an American Indian activist gain dismissal of felony charges for toppling a Christopher Columbus statue
at the state Capitol a few days after the 2020 death of George Floyd.
Rice and Anderson collaborated with the Ramsey County attorney
and the court to allow the use of the three-part restorative justice roundtable process rather than the conventional courtroom trial format. The
use of the roundtable was derived from Native American custom.
Mike Forcia, a member of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe, was charged with criminal damage to property. Forcia organized the
June 10 rally during which the statue was toppled.
In the roundtable session, Forcia not only discussed the historical inequities that led to his act, but also listened to Italian American community members talk about the fact that, when they erected the Columbus
statue in 1931 “they were trying to redress (anti-Italian) racism in their
own lives,” Anderson said.
Rather than jail time, Forcia was sentenced to 100 hours of community service.
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Anderson says the case is “a prime example of the law acting as a key
force for equity and justice, in helping to heal the effects of hundreds of
years of harm” to indigenous people. “The method used was a way to
elevate the social discussion and equity considerations, not just for our
client but for the community as a whole.”
The Ramsey County attorney “was willing to provide community resources to include a wide group of people whom, generally, the criminal
justice systems would not engage,” Anderson says.
In the process, the attorneys, prosecutor, judge and other participants
“created a blueprint for how to handle cases like this,” Rice says, noting
that the defendant had “tried through the right channels to have that
statue removed, for decades.”
Rice and Anderson both had a particular interest in the case. Rice is
a registered member of the Luiseno tribe of California, and serves on
the board of directors of the American Indian Bar Association. Anderson grew up on the Leech Lake Indian Reservation, but does not have a
tribal affiliation.
--Dan Emerson
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BETH BERTELSON
Bertelson Law Office

R

epresenting the rights of employees is more than a career for
Beth Bertelson.
“I went to law school because I had a desire to impact civil
rights,” she says. “Practicing employment law and representing
employees felt like a good way to do that.”
Bertelson is known for a willingness to fight for the underdog.
Throughout her more than 30 years of practice, Bertelson has been
energized by the trust and courage of so many of her clients, including
many federal pro se plaintiffs she has advised. A turning point in Bertelson’s career was representing older employees in an eight-year-long age
discrimination collective action.
In Kenneh v. Homeward Bound, the Minnesota Supreme Court held
that Minnesota courts are not bound by restrictive federal court guidance in determining what constitutes sexual harassment under the Minnesota Human Rights Act. Lead attorney Jerry Laurie and second chair
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attorney Kelly Jeanetta led the team, helped by amici curiae including
Leslie Lienemann, Justin Cummins, Frances Baillon, Brian Rochel,
Christy Hall, Jess Braverman, Amy Laurcella and Lindsay Brice. Bertelson assisted behind the scenes at the appellate level.
In her practice area, Bertelson sees a trend toward employees having
more say in what they need from a workplace in terms of culture, diversity, flexibility and benefits.
She also understands both sides of an issue working as an arbitrator
and mediator. She foresees more attempts at proactive resolution in the
future because, she says, “Litigation will impact a potential employee’s
interest in working for the company.”
Bertelson notes that many people helped her continue her long litigation practice: family, friends, colleagues, and in particular, fellow attorneys Andrea Ostapowich and Sue Kealy.
—Dan Heilman

Outstanding Service to the Profession

Pictured are, from left, Attorney General Keith Ellison, Jerry Blackwell of Blackwell Burke, Steve Schleicher of Maslon, Lola Velazquez-Aguilu
of Medtronic, Josh Larson of the Hennepin County Attorney’s Office, and Matt Frank of the Office of the Attorney General. Not pictured is Erin
Eldridge of the Office of the Attorney General. Blackwell, Frank, Schleicher and Velazquez-Aguilu are Circle of Excellence honorees.

DEREK CHAUVIN PROSECUTION

A

ttorney General Keith Ellison; Matt Frank and Erin Eldridge of the Office of the Attorney General; Jerry Blackwell of Blackwell Burke; Steve Schleicher of Maslon; Lola
Velazquez-Aguilu of Medtronic and Josh Larson of the
Hennepin County Attorney’s Office
Video of Derek Chauvin kneeling on George Floyd for nine minutes and 29 seconds was the state’s best evidence against the former
officer. But video alone wouldn’t secure guilty verdicts, given the rarity of convictions of officers for excessive use of force.
Attorney General Keith Ellison took the unprecedented step of
prosecuting — at the request of Gov. Tim Walz and Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman — what would be Minnesota’s first televised criminal trial.
Ellison assembled a prosecution team including attorneys from
the criminal division and other divisions of the attorney general’s
office, the Hennepin County Attorney’s Office and local and national
pro bono attorneys in private practice. Members varied in race, gender, age and professional experience, with Ellison noting research
showing that diverse groups make better decisions.
Through nine months of research and preparation, Ellison con-
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vened weekly meetings of the full team and subcommittees focusing
on specific case issues.
Ellison’s team approach “proved to be a creative and brilliant strategy,” says team member Jerry Blackwell, founder and CEO of Blackwell & Burke. Blackwell wanted “to see the law fairly applied, even to
the police, and especially in the face of a difficult conviction history
in abuse of force cases.”
Bystander and other video showed jurors the May 2020 incident,
says team member Steven Schleicher, a Maslon partner and former
federal prosecutor. Prosecutors then established that Chauvin’s actions were not proper policing, went against training, constituted
excessive force and caused Floyd’s death.
The critical theme of the case was “you can believe your eyes,” says
team member Lola Velazquez-Aguilu, lead counsel of Medtronic’s
brain modulation business and former assistant U.S. attorney.
“To tell them, ‘what you’re seeing is what happened’ was helping
to give them permission to convict notwithstanding the bias in favor
of law enforcement,” Velazquez-Aguilu says.
—Todd Nelson
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RITA COYLE DEMEULES
Minnesota Supreme Court

A

fter a decade as Minnesota Supreme Court commissioner,
Rita Coyle DeMeules is embracing retirement.
Over the years, DeMeules played a key role in managing
and innovating the work of the court. Those efforts included using technology to ensure the effective administration of justice
and support openness and accessibility of its public proceedings.
The Supreme Court commissioner serves as chief counsel to the
Minnesota Supreme Court and provides legal research, advice, and
memoranda recommending dispositions in a wide variety of civil
and criminal legal cases that come before the court and supervises a
staff of senior attorneys.
“It’s never been dull here on the fourth floor,” says DeMeules.
“Working with the judges, the court staff, and everyone else has
helped me fulfill an important constitutional role.”
During her tenure with the court, DeMeules put an emphasis on
inclusive leadership and commitment to fairness, impartiality and
equal treatment, leading to increased public confidence in the appellate process.
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Before going to work for the Supreme Court, succeeding Richard
Slowes, DeMeules served as an assistant attorney general from 2006
to 2011. There she represented the state of Minnesota and Minnesota
agencies before state and federal trial and appellate courts.
She also provided legal research, analysis and advice to state
agencies on litigation and agency policies, and served as principal
attorney responsible for several trials, motions, pretrial activities and
arguments.
For the prior 15 years or so, she was a partner and associate at the
law firm of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi in Minneapolis, and also
served as an adjunct professor at William Mitchell School of Law.
Taking DeMeules’ place will be Timothy J. Droske, who has cochaired the appellate practice group at Dorsey & Whitney in Minneapolis since 2016.
As for DeMeules?
“I’ll be doing nothing specific!” she says. “Probably traveling
around Minnesota.”
—Dan Heilman
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DYAN EBERT
Quinlivan & Hughes

I

n 2019, when Dyan Ebert was named 2020-2021 president of
the Minnesota State Bar Association, the world was entering a
uniquely challenging time. When Ebert assumed the MSBA presidency on July 1, 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic was in its early
stages.
During her year as MSBA president, Ebert led the association’s
successful efforts to adapt to rapidly changing conditions, and “reinvent” many of its functions to virtual formats.
Ebert, who joined the Quinlivan firm in May 1994, about a year
after graduating from William Mitchell College of Law, had plenty of
prior experience serving in leadership positions.
Ebert was the first woman to serve as Quinlivan & Hughes’ chief
executive officer and was on the firm’s board of directors from 2003
to 2010, and again from 2014 to 2019. She has also served as secretary of the Association of Defense Trial Attorneys, a position she has
held since 2017, and on the Minnesota Women Lawyers Advisory
Board.
Ebert has also held leadership positions with Minnesota Defense
Lawyers Association, Minnesota Women Lawyers and the Seventh
District Bar Association.
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Ebert recalls that she did “exactly two things in person” during
her 12 months as MSBA president: she accepted the gavel from outgoing president Tom Nelson and — 12 months later — presented
the gavel to incoming president Jennifer Thompson, again at the
MSBA offices.
“The job typically comes with quite a bit of travel statewide and
across state lines, but we weren’t able to have those interactions,”
Ebert says. “I got pretty proficient at making speeches and advocating for lawyers on Zoom and other online platforms.”
Ebert also helped move the MSBA’s continuing legal education
programs into virtual formats, as well as the mock trial program for
Minnesota high school students.
Also, the association’s lawyer well-being programs were expedited
to help members ward off professional isolation.
Looking back at her one-year term, Ebert notes that one thing she
learned is that “as a collective, lawyers are a pretty resilient group.
Trying to be as flexible as we can as an organization has helped us
thrive through the pandemic.”
—Dan Emerson
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DAVID HERR
Maslon

T

he status of David Herr as a Minnesota legal icon could be
exemplified by the fact that he was nominated as an attorney
of the year by seven Minnesota Supreme Court justices.
In addition to being one of the most highly regarded appellate lawyers and complex case litigators in Minnesota, Herr, who
died on Dec. 22, was dedicated to advancing the profession and improving the judicial system.
That went well beyond his 43-year legal practice, which was imposing enough. Herr served for decades as reporter for the Minnesota Rules of Civil Procedure, the Minnesota General Rules of Practice
and the Minnesota Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, helping draft
and amend the rules that govern Minnesota lawyers and judges in
every facet of civil practice.
He also helped found the Minnesota Supreme Court Historical
Society and served as its treasurer for many years. He was chair of
the Maslon firm, where he spent most of his career; president of the
American Academy of Appellate Lawyers; chair of the Innocence
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Project of Minnesota; and chair of the United Hospital Foundation.
“The accolades he received for his lawyering speak for themselves,
but the better measure of his contributions may be the lasting mark
he left on those who had the good fortune to work with him,” says
Mike McCarthy, chair of Maslon’s governance committee.
Herr wrote more than 15 of the most important treatises on Minnesota and federal law, including: Annotated Manual for Complex
Litigation; Multidistrict Litigation Manual; Federal Appeals; and
several volumes of Minnesota Practice, a leading treatise on Minnesota law.
He also mentored hundreds of attorneys and taught at William
Mitchell School of Law for decades.
“A majority of (litigators) have used one or more of his books over
the decades,” Mitchell Hamline professor Roger Haydock told Minnesota Lawyer, “so he’s got this remarkable legacy that way.”
—Dan Heilman
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ABIGAIL CERR A
Minneapolis Police Conduct Oversight Commission

A

bigail Cerra was in a good place. She liked being senior
counsel for Wells Fargo, and she did public service in the
bank’s Eviction Prevention Project. But when Imani Jaafar,
director of the Office of Police Conduct Review, asked her
to join the Police Conduct Oversight Commission, Cerra couldn’t
turn down the chance to get involved. The commission studies cases
and the environment in which they happened.
Cerra applied and was appointed to the commission in January
2020, months before Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin murdered George Floyd. “We’re trying to learn lessons from high-profile
cases so we don’t ever see this happen again,” Cerra says.
As a commissioner, Cerra is trying to make policing more transparent while fighting for better practices and more public understanding. She argued against putting officers with complaints against
them into “coaching,” rather than discipline, which—unlike coaching—is revealed to the public. Before his murder of George Floyd,
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she explains, Chauvin had numerous incidents of excessive force
that were neither disciplined nor disclosed to the public.
She also worked to uncover whether training that could have
saved George Floyd’s life had actually been delivered to MPD officers. In 2010, the settlement of a multimillion-dollar lawsuit over the
restraint-related death of David Smith required the police department to provide training in the risks of positional asphyxia.
There are some victories. MPD’s new medical support division
now trains officers more about the risks of restraint. Hennepin County Medical Center is reworking their law enforcement training, and
will no longer discuss the discredited concept of excited delirium.
Those are a few bright spots in what to Cerra is the long haul.
“There isn’t an easy answer for responding to people in crisis,” she
says. “I wanted to promote those nuanced conversations between
first responders, medical professionals, and others.”
—Holly Dolezalek
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MARK MYHR A
Boston Scientific Corporation

L

ongtime Boston Scientific in-house counsel Mark Myrha
passed away in December, but the imprint he left on his practice will live on.
Myrha almost didn’t become a lawyer. In an interview last
fall, he conceded that he drifted into the profession.
“My dad always had a negative view of lawyers,” he said. “Becoming a lawyer was the furthest thing from my mind.”
After college, Myrha joined the Marine Corps and became an infantry officer.
“I loved it, and might have stayed with it, except that my wife and I
had the desire to have a more traditional home life,” recalled Myrha.
“I resigned my commission, and one thing I had explored to get out
of the infantry and recruiting duty was to go into the funded law
program the Marine Corps had.”
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Myrha went into law almost as a lark. Yet, he took the LSAT, applied to four schools and was accepted by two. After a time in private
practice, he saw a better fit as an in-house attorney. He stayed with
Boston Scientific for a decade and a half, where his specialty was risk
mitigation.
The difference, he said, was that his internal clients were clearly
grateful for his legal support. A private practice lawyer might get
that sort of feedback occasionally, but in-house he got it every day.
“There is a central mission at Boston, and if you’re lucky enough
to work at a company like this — which is related to the care of
people — my mission is essentially the same as those in our sales
department or our R&D department,” he said. “We circle ourselves
around this central mission.”
—Dan Heilman
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ERIC NELSON
Halberg Criminal Defense

E

ric Nelson consulted with his partners at Halberg Criminal
Defense and his family before accepting appointment to
defend former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin
against charges that he caused the death of George Floyd.
The firm supported Nelson taking the case, recognizing the legal
system’s obligation to provide every person with a right to trial.
“We’re not in the business of representing popular people,” Nelson
says, but “it’s our ethical and constitutional duty.”
Nelson’s defense focused on whether Chauvin’s use of force was
reasonable and whether drug use and underlying health conditions
contributed to Floyd’s death.
Before the trial started, Nelson recognized the magnitude of the
case and the world’s attention on Minnesota’s first televised trial, given the volume of emails, social media posts and, at times, phone calls
coming in at a rate of 300 an hour. Despite the case’s “international
notoriety,” Nelson tried to ignore distractions after pledging to try
the Chauvin case in the courtroom and not in the media.
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Nelson’s workload increased substantially when Chauvin’s case
was severed from that of three other former officers a few weeks
ahead of the trial. He worked 18- to-20-hour days from January
through the trial’s April conclusion. He reviewed 50,000 pages of
discovery and hundreds of hours of video. Finding experts willing
to testify was challenging.
Nelson sought authorization to enlist a researcher from his firm.
A new Halberg lawyer, Amy Voss, also assisted in court, but Nelson
was the sole litigator facing more than a dozen prosecution lawyers
with extensive resources. At one point, while selecting jurors, Nelson
also had pending appeals in this case active in the Court of Appeals
and the Minnesota Supreme Court.
People still recognize Nelson from the coverage and sometimes
approach him to discuss his work.
“Even now, it’s definitely been a life-changing experience,” Nelson
says.
—Todd Nelson
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Congratulations to Tim Barnett and Ryan Schildkraut on your
recognition as Attorneys of the Year. We applaud your excellence in the
profession, and thank you for your leadership and service to our clients.

TIMOTHY M. BARNETT
P / 612.604.6653
E / tbarnett@winthrop.com

RYAN J. SCHILDKRAUT
P / 612.604.6489
E / rschildkraut@winthrop.com

