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How to Choose a Real Estate Agent

hoosing a real estate agent is a lot like choosing an
employee. You’ll want to know about their professi onal
background, successes and how they can best
represent your interests.
To do away with any confusi on, first consider this: A real
estate agent may or may not be a Realtor, but every Realtor is
required to be a licensed real estate agent.
A Realtor is simply a real estate agent who is a member
of the Nati onal Associati on of Realtors (NAR). This allows
him or her to attend industry meetings and access software
and educati onal tools. Realtors adhere to a strict code
of ethics and have solid knowledge of the real estate
business.
Finding a reliable, reputable real estate agent is essential
when you are considering buying or selling a home. These
professi onals can guide you through complicated negotiati ons
and contracts to secure you the best deal you can get. They’ll
also be able to inform you of the precise steps you need to
take just before buying or selling.
It goes without saying that you shouldn’t make any property
decisi on under the advisement of an agent you don’t trust. So,
do your homework and pick an agent you can have faith wi ll
get the job done right.
Here’s some guidance in helping you choose the best agent
for your situati on.
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Where to start looking
Recommendati ons are one of the best ways to find a
qualified real estate agent or Realtor. Ask people in your social
network for referrals.
Sometimes agents are good at helping clients purchase
homes, but not as ski lled at selling them. Keep that in mind
when searching for the right professi onal.
You might also contact local brokers or search the NAR
directory online. Always work with credible, responsible
agents. Otherwise you are wasting your time.
Comfort level
At the initial consultati on with a prospective real estate
professi onal, focus on your comfort level whi le interacting
with them.
Do you get the feeling they are genuinely concerned about your
needs? Or are they focused on their commission? Do they know
the current housing market? Can they negotiate a contract?
It is important that you feel comfortable with the agent. You
must trust that this person can behave ethically and help you
secure a good deal.
Communicati on and planning
Your agent should be an effective communicator. If you are
selling your home, your agent should develop an effective
marketing plan, explain it to you and respond to any questi ons
or concerns you have.

The marketing plan wi ll probably involve placing
advertisements and conducting open houses to invite the
public for home viewings
If you are purchasing a home, the agent should listen to
your guidelines and price ranges.
Above all, your real estate agent needs to provide updates
on progress. Do not work with someone who does not return
phone calls or emai ls.
More resources
To get a better idea about the process of buying and selling
a home, conduct some research on your own. Real estate
magazines contain good informati on and can be a great way
to start your research.
There are also a lot of good resources on the internet, such
as www.Realtor.com, which is associated with NAR and which
contains free, useful informati on.
You may find housing statistics, market forecasts and
tips, but nothing beats the power of networking. You need to
find people with simi lar interests who wi ll help you in your
endeavor.
Upon successfully buying or selling your home, keep your
real estate agent’s contact informati on on hand.
You may want to refer other people to him or her. You may
also need their services again someday.
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How to Choose a Medical Clinic

ou might have noticed the prevalence of urgent care
clinics popping up around the country. Pharmacies and
some supermarket chains are also offering basic health
care services. It’s a handy way to treat minor medical issues,
get immunizati ons and an easy opti on when you don’t need to
wait in emergency room.
But even choosing a temporary medical clinic deserves some
research best done before you ever need one. In the case of
choosing a long-term clinic to treat you, it’s even more important.
Picking the right medical clinic can yield far-reaching
benefits for your mind and body, so shop carefully to find one
that can deliver the health services you need in a professi onal
and friendly way.
Here are some things to consider when choosing a health
clinic.
Credentials
Like with any services in the health care field, you want to
make sure the doctors and nurses at the clinic hold the right
credentials to practice in your state.
Check with your state’s medical board to make sure your
doctor’s records are listed there. Most medical boards have
a way of searching online to see which degrees and board
certificati ons medical professi onals hold, making it easy for
patients to verify their background and specialties.

The medical staff’s experience and reputati on in your
community matter, too. The best doctors have a long track
record of happy patients and good medical outcomes, so ask
your friends, fami ly and coworkers about which doctors or
clinics they recommend.
Listening
Aside from their medical training and experience, one of the
most important things that sets a great medical clinic apart is
the staff’s abi lity to listen to your needs.
The doctors and nurses at the clinic should make you feel
comfortable asking questi ons and sharing your concerns with
them. Listening carefully to your needs doesn’t just help them
understand your potential medical problems, but it’s also a
matter of good, old-fashi oned customer service.
The best clinics wi ll also be able to help you take care of financial
issues. Your clinic should be able to help you understand their
payment policies and clearly answer questi ons about your bi lls.
Standards
Whi le most medical clinics can provide the same basic
services, the best ones have high expectati ons for how they
run their operati on and care for patients. In most cases, after
your first visit you’ll be able to tell how much pride the clinic
takes in its services.
Is the office, including the waiting area, kept clean and organized?

Your HealtH. our mission.

Do the employees and medical staff have a professi onal
appearance and demeanor?
Do they respect your time by keeping appointments on
schedule and communicating clearly when there’s a delay?
Do the employees seem to enjoy their work?
Well-run clinics value the personal lives of the people who work
there, something that can lead to a better overall experience for
patients. When you see a clinic that sets high standards for taking
care of their staff, they’ll be likely to have high standards for how
they treat you, too.
Community
Finally, a good medical clinic will have a bigger goal in mind:
making the whole community a happier, healthier place to live.
Many clinics are involved in their communities by
supporting health-related events or sponsoring youth sports
teams and other activities.
Even more important are the wellness groups that clinics
can create and support.
Whether it’s yoga classes, lessons on healthy eating, or
support groups for people and caregivers dealing with seri ous
health problems, the best clinics are about a lot more than just
routine doctor visits.
When you find a clinic fi lled with caring, highly competent
and community-minded medical professi onals, you’ll know
you’ve picked the right one.
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How to Choose a Medical Equipment Provider

ome i llnesses and long-term diseases require in-home
medical equipment.
Because this equipment is designed to help treat
you, ease pain and make your life more comfortable, it’s
important you choose a reliable, experience and professi onal
supplier.
Your first step in deciding what medical equipment
is best for you wi ll be talking to your doctor about your
situati on and specific need. Some medical equipment
may require a doctor’s recommendati on for insurance
approval.
Once you’ve spoken with your doctor, here are some tips
for picking the highest quality medical equipment avai lable.
Respirati on expertise
People with respiratory problems should look for a medical
equipment provider whose staff has training and expertise
with CPAP machines and supplies, bottled oxygen and other
equipment.
A certified respiratory therapist on staff can guide you on
how to use the equipment safely and effectively.
Choose a company that delivers the correct supplies at
the right time and that employs ski lled and compassi onate
people.
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Personal service
Locally based providers are always best. You are likely to
receive personalized service. They can also respond quickly
in case of trouble.
Equipment fai ls and supplies run out. When your provider
is in your community, you can usually reach someone right
away.
A local provider can send someone quickly. Larger
companies may stock supplies a few hundred mi les away.
That means you may have to wait days for a technician or
urgently needed supplies to arrive.
Government bi lling
Medicare and Medicaid often cover medical equipment
and supplies. Choose a provider who is experienced in
handling patient bi lling for these plans.
Government regulati ons and documentati on are often
complicated. There are deadlines to meet and rules to follow.
The equipment provider may be able to bi ll Medicare or
Medicaid directly, which lessens the deductible you wi ll have
to pay. It also speeds up the entire bi lling process.
Mobi lity expertise
When you are dealing with mobi lity issues, look
for a provider with experience in mobi lity aids. They

should offer you a wide range of walkers, scooters and
wheelchairs.
Whi le you may only need a simple cane now, you might
need more advanced aids in the future.
Creating a good working relati onship with a medical
equipment provider wi ll help you as your needs change over
time.
Other supplies
Medical needs change over time. Be sure to choose a
company that carries a wide array of medical supplies.
In the future, you might need diabetic shoes, hosiery and
supplies, home oxygen, CPAP machines and supplies, and
other types of treatment and monitoring equipment.
Choose a medical equipment provider who becomes
fami liar with your needs over the years and who can develop
a sense of you as a person.
Speak with your doctor and staff about good companies in
your area. Their recommendati ons wi ll help you find the right
company for your needs.
A good track record of customer service, the abi lity to
handle Medicare and Medicaid bi lling, and trained staff
should be the factors to guide you in your search for an
excellent medical equipment provider.
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How to Choose a Water Well Driller

ou don’t have to live in the desert to understand that not
all areas of the country are served by public water utilities.
Sometimes your home is just out of reach. If you don’t already
have a water well to serve your needs, you’ll need to create one.
Taking time to research well dri lling contractors is well
worth the time. But how do you know what to look for? Here
are some things to consider.
Licenses and Regulations
Dri lling wells is typically a regulated activity — and one that
can carry some risk.
That’s why it’s important to first look for a company that
carries the right licenses and insurance to do work in your area.
The best companies wi ll have years of local experience
to know exactly what rules and procedures wi ll be involved
with dri lling your well. From environmental factors to issues
that could affect the quality of your water or any required
government permits, a good dri lling company can help you
navigate everything needed to create a quality well.
When permits are required, ask whether the dri ller wi ll get
the permits or if you wi ll need to do that personally.
In additi on, ask about what insurance the company carries.
Your typical homeowner’s insurance policy won’t necessari ly

cover an injury or damage that results from contractors
working on your property, so it’s a good idea to verify the
contractor carries their own policy to mitigate that risk.
Unlikely as it may be, you don’t want your assets at risk if an
accident happens and someone or something gets hurt.
Well Specifics
To compare different well-drilling companies, you need to
understand your water needs. A typical single-family home may
only require a small, inexpensive well, while agricultural operations
or big families that utilize more water might need more capacity.
The best well companies wi ll give you opti ons and pricing
to meet your needs. Ideally, you should try to compare apples
to apples, so look into the detai ls about depth, capacity,
equipment and more. Differences in pumps and types of wells
can make a major difference in your long-term satisfacti on,
so look for a company that can clearly explain the choices,
including the advantages and disadvantage of each opti on.
Expectations
Just like you’ll have expectati ons for the well dri ller, the
dri lling company may also have some expectati ons for you.
One of those, of course, wi ll center around payment. It’s
reasonable for dri llers to expect some money up front, then

NEED WATER?

complete payment once the well is dri lled. Some may offer
financing or payment opti ons, too.
You should also clarify any expectations about the drilling
site, including the depth and exact location. If you need to level
a sloped drilling location, clear trees and brush, or do other site
preparations to get the drilling equipment in place, make sure
the details about cost and timing are clear at the outset.
Reputation
Like any service-based business, the best well dri lling
companies wi ll have a great reputati on in your community.
If you live in a rural area, chances are strong that lots of
your neighbors have water wells and can give you an honest
opini on about who to use. Ask what their dri lling experience
was like, both good and bad, so you’ll have some idea of what
to expect when dealing with each company.
The more informati on you can gather, the better off you’ll be
when making your decisi on.
Dri lling a water well isn’t cheap when done right. It takes
heavy equipment, ski lled labor, experienced operators and
quality pumps and other equipment to finish the job.
If you shop carefully, though, you can find a well dri ller that
offers quality service before, during and after the sale.

usE ThE bEsT iN yolo couNTy
Water Well Drilling

Pumps • Wells • Rehabilitation
• Drilling from 6 inches to
16 inches steel or PVC
• Agricultural
• Residential
• Commercial
• Monday - Friday 7AM-6PM

Locally
Owned
Family
Business
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(530) 661-9027
Zamora, CA

www.parkswaterresources.com
Lic# 972963/C57
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How to Choose Tractors and
Farm Equipment

urchasing heavy-duty farm equipment is a heavyduty decisi on. Tractors and other machinery are
among the most expensive purchases farmers and
ranchers make, so you want to make sure you’re getting
the highest quality bang for your buck.
You want to get a good deal, but remember that cheaper
isn’t always better. After all, you’re making an investment
in a valuable asset you’ll be using around the farm for
decades to come.
Here are a few keys to consider.
Durabi lity
Tractors are engineered to do a very specific task, and
their longevity and durabi lity usually — but not always —
wi ll vary with the cost.
That’s why it’s important to find the right tractor to
fit the job you’re doing. Buying equipment that isn’t
bui lt to last wi ll end up costing you more in the long
run.
The brand’s reputati on should factor into your decisi on.
Look for online reviews and talk to farmers you respect
about the brands they use.
Also, visiting a retai l locati on and talking to
knowledgeable salespeople wi ll also help you narrow down
your choices.

6

HOW TO GUIDE – January 30, 2022

Keep in mind that whi le there are plenty of low-end,
affordable tractors out there, few have a reputati on for
durabi lity over the long haul. It’s more economical in the
long run to choose a well-bui lt model from a reputable
manufacturer.
Features
Tractors and farm equipment come in a wide range
of capabi lities and price points, from affordable models
designed for home use to multimi lli on-dollar, stateof-the-art automated machines. In between those
extremes, you’ll find a vast mixture of features and
capabi lity.
You can select the right model by asking yourself
how you’ll use the equipment. The size of your farm is
important, of course. Bigger farms need larger, more
capable equipment to operate at the highest level of
efficiency.
Remember, too, that when you buy a tractor, you’re
committing yourself to a whole line of equipment. Most of
today’s tractors are designed as flexible platforms that can
be used for all kinds of jobs, so check on the accessories
and tools that are avai lable with each model, even if you
don’t plan on purchasing them yet. You may appreciate the
choices in the future.

Warranty
Every manufacturer of farm equipment says they’re bui lt
to last, but how many of them back up their claims with
a solid warranty? The warranty term and coverage can
be one of the most critical considerati ons you weigh as a
buyer.
Not only wi ll a great warranty help you if your equipment
has a malfuncti on down the road. It’s also a sign of how
much faith the manufacturer has in their products. Strong
warranty coverage usually corresponds with products that
are designed with toughness and durabi lity in mind.
Dealer
Finally, finding a good farm equipment dealer is an
essential part of the shopping process.
Look for an experienced retai ler with a long track record
of happy customers. The best ones wi ll have lots of positive
references in the local farming community, so just ask
around for which farm stores people in your area trust.
The best retai lers wi ll be interested in bui lding a
relati onship with you for the long term. You can count on
them to deliver great service before and, more importantly,
long after the sale is complete.

THE TRACTOR

OTHER TRACTORS WANT TO BE.

CONTACT US TODAY!
(530) 666-1944
95 W Kentucky Ave
Woodland, CA

WWW.HOLTAGS.COM
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How to Choose A Fami ly Restaurant

E

njoying a good meal away from home is a pleasure.
It helps us to relax, enjoy the company of fami ly and
friends, and lavishes us with a little bit of pampering
in a break from our hectic schedules. Dining out has become
a mixture of pastime and necessity for many, with studies
revealing that Americans eat about one-fourth of their meals
at restaurants. Eating out can be a good way to get out of the
house, remove the chore of preparing and cleaning up after
a meal, and be close with our loved ones — all without the
work that goes into a home-cooked dinner. When you decide
to choose a fami ly restaurant, consider these tips:
Ratings and Referrals
Check online for family restaurants, and see what they are
rated at. Also, check with friends and neighbors to find out what
their favorite family restaurant is. Is the restaurant known to have
high quality and good tasting food, as well as good service?
Parking and Accessibi Lity
Is there parking that is well lit and in close proximity to
the restaurant? Is the parking lot well maintained?
Appearance
Does the restaurant appear clean and well maintained?
Is it wi ll lit? Are the floors free of food and debris? Does
the staff appear neat, friendly and efficient?

Service
Does a host or server greet guests as soon as they enter?
Do the servers know the menu items and specials of the day?
Do the servers make guests fell relaxed and comfortable?
Hours
What hours is the restaurant open? Some fami ly
restaurants offer just breakfast and lunch. Others are open
from early morning to late night, and some are open 24
hours.
Menu
Many restaurants post their menu items online. Are
there a variety of menu items avai lable? Are the menu
items avai lable at any hour? If one member of your fami ly
wants breakfast when the other members want lunch, is
that avai lable? Are the prices reasonable and affordable?
Does the restaurant offer a chi ldren’s menu with special
dishes that appeal to chi ldren? Do they offer a seni or menu
with reduced prices and porti ons? Do they offer weekly or
seasonal specials?
Seating
Are the tables, chairs and booths conducive to relaxing for
a good fami ly meal? For fami lies with small chi ldren are there
high chairs or booster seats avai lable?

Constantly
Looking to
improve our team!
Hiring Now!
Cooks Needed!

Budget
There are ways to have a great meal whi le sti ll saving
money. The lunch menus at most restaurants are usually
cheaper than dinner. Others have great deals in the middle
of the afternoon. Many restaurants now offer coupons to
encourage new business. You might find these coupons
on Facebook or the restaurant’s website. Check to see if
you need to print the coupon before visiting the restaurant.
Your local newspaper may have advertisements from local
restaurants with discounts and menu specials. Eating at a
fami ly restaurant doesn’t have to be daunting. Just check the
reviews first and stay on budget.

NoW opeN!

MONDAY
MADNESS

50% OFF LARGE
& X-LARGE PIZZAS
AFTER 4 P.M.

$5
off
$25 or more
Hours:
WEDNESDAY THRU MONDAY
11:00 A.M. TO 9:00 P.M.

8

HOW TO GUIDE – January 30, 2022

Dine in, Take out or Delivery

HAPPY
HOUR

DAILY 2-6 P.M.

Not valid with any other offers
Woodland Location Only
One offer per coupon
Must present coupon

164 Main Street • 530 661–7383
DINE-IN + TAKE OUT + DELIVERY + CATERING

How to Choose a Commercial
Real Estate Agency

I

f you’re planning on expanding or selling your business,
want to relocate your business, want to buy property for
your business, if you are a property owner looking for
the perfect business to lease to, or simply want to invest in
commercial real estate, you need to find a Commercial Real
Estate agency.
Dealing with business property can be a really stressful
experience. And you don’t want to settle for just anything.
Choosing a good real estate service, though, can make a world
of difference.
You need a real estate agency that will act in your best
interests. So it’s critical that you work with a high-quality agency.
Seek recommendations from the local Chamber of
Commerce, and other business owners or investors. They may
have been through the process already, and can offer helpful
advice on finding a reputable agency. Be sure to get all the
information you can on how other people feel about their own
experiences.
When you have written down a list of possibi lities, it’s
time to do some research. Learn how long the agency you’re

considering has been in business. Working with people who
know your community is the ideal opti on.
Dealing with commercial real estate is a full time job, so
look for dedicated realtors. If the real estate agency is merely
a side business, it might not give you the best results.
Go online, reading Internet websites that feature customer
service reviews. These reviews should also help shape your
overall impressi on of an agency.
After you’ve narrowed your list, contact some businesses
and ask them questi ons. You should know about their listings,
fees and commissi ons.
Choose an agency that has connecti ons with the
community, a sharp understanding of the areas that interest
you, and has solid contacts with other commercial real estate
companies.
The marketing strategy and advertising is what makes each
agency unique. It wi ll greatly influence the desired outcome.
Although most companies might look the same, real estate
agencies have a preference for the kind of properties they
show, sell, or lease.

Look at an agency’s listings to see if what you are planning
would fit in nicely with their existing clients. Do you find their
listings easy to read and informative?
The size of the agency will have an impact on your experience.
Small agencies can provide more personalized service, but they
may not have the networking advantages of a large company. Big
agencies have more opportunities to network and help you, but
they may have to divide their time among many clients.
Be prepared to ask an agency the following questi ons:
• How long has the agency been selling or leasing
commercial property?
• What makes your agency unique?
And if you are trying to sell or lease your property:
• How wi ll you advertise my property? Wi ll you use the
Internet and newspapers?
• On which sites wi ll my property be featured? How many
pictures of my property wi ll appear online?
Protect your investment and peace of mind by choosing the
best and most trustworthy commercial real estate agency you
can find.

  
 
Commercial, Industrial, Ag Land,
Commercial Property Management and Residential
WALLY SHEFFIELD

BRYAN SHEFFIELD

TOMGREEN

KATHY SALLING

Broker
DRE Lic. #01329897

Agent
DRE Lic. #02065645

Agent
DRE Lic. #01710371

Broker Associate
DRE Lic. #01925196

(530) 666-5485 • sheffieldreca@gmail.com
20 N. East Street, Suite 101, Woodland, CA 95776 • www.sheffield-realestate.com
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How to Choose a Real Estate Agency

professi onal, experience real estate agency can
help you in your search for a home or selling
your home. They’re educated in market rates,
comparable homes and have access to listings not avai lable
to the general public. They can also help you navigate the
sometimes confusing processes involved in buying and
selling homes.
But choose wisely, all are not equal. Finding the right
agency is a balance between experience and chemistry.
Naturally, you’ll want an agent or broker with the proper
credentials and licenses. Experience is valuable, but
sometimes agencies with fewer clients can offer you more
personalized attenti on. Trustworthiness is also a major
factor.
You should ask around and check with your local business
bureau for suggesti ons about good agencies in your area.
Once you have a list of possibi lities, do some research. Find
out how long the agency has been in business. Ideally, you
want people who know your community.
If the real estate agency is merely a side business, it might
not give you the best results. Buying and selling homes is a
full-time job.
Look on the internet and read customer service reviews.
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They should also have an impact on your overall impressi on of
an agency.
Once you have narrowed your list, contact some businesses
and ask them questi ons. You should know about their listings,
fees and commissi ons.
Choose an agency that has connecti ons with the
community, a sharp understanding of neighborhoods
that interest you, and solid contacts with other realty
companies.
This assumes major importance when you’re selling your
current house, because the agency usually handles the sale
whi le the Realtor helps you find your new one.
The marketing strategy and advertising is what makes
each agency unique. It wi ll greatly influence the sale of your
home.
Although most companies might look the same,
real estate agencies have a preference for the kind of
properties they show or sell. These concentrati ons might
include commercial properties or high-end homes. Try to
find a business with a focus that concentrates on selling
homes simi lar to yours.
Look at an agency’s listings to see if your home would fit
in nicely with their existing clients. If you were purchasing

a home, would you find their listings easy to read and
informative?
The size of the agency wi ll have an impact on your
experience. Small agencies can provide more personalized
service, but they may not have the networking advantages
of a large company. Big agencies have more opportunities to
network and sell your home, but they may have to divide their
time among many clients.
Be prepared to ask an agency the following questi ons if you
are selling your home:
– How wi ll you advertise my home? Wi ll you use the
internet and newspapers?
– How many pictures of my house wi ll appear online?
– On which sites wi ll my home be featured?
– Do you have other homes that have recently been sold in
this price range?
– How long has the agency been selling homes in my
neighborhood?
– What makes your agency unique?
The two biggest financial decisi ons you wi ll make in
your lifetime are buying and selling a home. Protect your
investment and peace of mind by choosing the best and most
trustworthy real estate agency you can find.

M

How to Choose a Veterinarian

any people consider their pets as part of the
fami ly and want only the best care for them.
Like all animals, pets are vulnerable to effects
of disease and vulnerabi lities of aging. Taking care of them
requires specialized care and treatment for whatever ai ls
them. So finding a great veterinarian is the first step any
new or potential pet owner should take.
Pets age faster than human beings. Their bodies and
internal systems can change rapidly, sometimes in a matter of
a few months. Routine veterinary care wi ll help your pet to live
a longer and happy life.
Choosing a good veterinarian that suits you and your pet
can seem like a difficult task. If you follow these guidelines,
you should be able to find a professi onal that wi ll give your pet
the best care possible.
Ask for referrals
Your fami ly and friends may know a good veterinarian.
Listen to their experiences with a critical ear. You need to find
someone who is professi onal, compassi onate and timely.
Ask specific questi ons, such as whether the clinic staff likes
animals. Do they respond to concerns in a timely manner?
Research veterinary and veterinarian clinics on the Internet.
Make a list of prospective candidates, then check with the

Better Business Bureau in your state to see if there have been
any complaints against these professi onals. How were the
complaints resolved?
Some people need extra services, such as daycare,
boarding faci lities and pet training. You may also need to have
your pet groomed. Find out if the prospective veterinary clinic
provides these services.
Make a visit
After making a list of choices, visit the veterinary office or
clinic. Call ahead and request a tour of faci lities. The staff
should have the time to answer your questi ons.
You should see a clean and well-maintained office. Observe
how the staff interacts with clients and pets. Are they warm
toward the animals and owners? The employees should have
an affinity for animals.
Sit in the waiting area and introduce yourself to other
clients. Find out if they are happy with the services and
staff. Also, inquire about prices to verify it is within your
budget.
If you feel uncomfortable during your visit, consider taking
your services elsewhere.
Finding the best vet for you and your pet wi ll take time
and research. You should put the same effort into finding

a doctor for your animal as you would in finding one for
yourself.
The bottom line is that your pet’s health is a cooperative
undertaking between you and your veterinarian. Finding the
perfect vet for you and your furry, scaly or feathered friend wi ll
ensure your pet is with you for years to come.

$92 With Coupon

Donna Thornburgh, Office Manager,
Richard Thornburgh DVM
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How to Choose a Tire Shop

I

f your tires are worn and uneven, you’ll begin to notice
the consequences. Lower gas mi leage, a bumpy ride.
Tires undergo a lot of stress and as the tread wears out,
danger lurks.
If you’re in the market for new tires, there’s plenty of
opti ons. Here are a few things to consider next time you put
tires on your car.
Choose Your Budget

Cost should play a role in your decisi on-making process.
Figure out what you can afford to pay for tires. It wi ll stop you
from wasting time at expensive shops. Hopefully, you wi ll only
need to buy tires once a year; depending on how much you
drive your car.
Choose Type of Tires

When selecting tires, consider the climate you live in. If it is
dry and warm, then a standard tire wi ll be fine. But if you live
in a place that gets a lot of snow, then you wi ll want a better
grade of tires. Snow tires are good for snow or dry land.
High-performance tires are good for driving at high speeds.
If you commute a long distance, be sure to choose highmi leage tires.

Choose an Outlet

There are a variety of ways you can purchase tires. They
are avai lable through nati onal chains or a local auto shop. You
may even buy them online.
Buying tires in person allows you to inspect the tires. You
can see exactly what you are getting. When you purchase
tires online it is difficult to judge what you are getting.
Nati onal chain stores usually guarantee the product.
They might be more costly, but buying them a big store may
give you peace of mind. Local shops wi ll likely be more
inexpensive, and you might get more personalized service.
Ultimately, your choice should fit your pri orities and budget.
New or Used

Some people don’t mind purchasing used tires. Pull-offs
are tires that came with a new car, but the new car buyer
wanted custom tires. As a result, pull-offs are almost new.
Does your tire shop guarantee pull-off tires? If a dealer
sells new and pull-off tires, the tire installer may not realize
that each tire must replicate the way it was installed on
the previ ous car. Fai lure to do so wi ll result in the steel belt
breaking through.

When tires have had
the worn treads replaced,
they are called retreads. A
factory buffs the old tread
and attaches a new one.
Inspecti ons ensure the
casing is strong enough to
hold a new tread.
If you are on a budget, pull-offs and retreads are great
choices.
Anyone who purchases used tires should inspect each
tire thoroughly. Bubbles, holes, cuts and metal showing are
a sign that you should not purchase the product. It may not
be safe.
Check out the Shops

When you visit a shop, look at their products and meet
their employees.
You should feel as though the salespeople are trustworthy
and knowledgeable. Once you find a good tire shop, you wi ll
likely return again for other products. It is important that you
develop a good working relati onship.

15 Off

$

HOURS
Monday Thru Friday
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ANY OIL CHANGE PACKAGE
Includes Tire Rotation & Inspection

*May not be combined with any other offer.
*Synthetic Extra
Exp. 2/28/22.

fREE

VEHICLE INSPECTION
INCLUDING ALIGNMENT
Exp. 2/28/22.

www.bigotires.com
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