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ach year, the Arizona Capitol Times recognizes men, women
and organizations that have contributed greatly to the
growth of our state. These individuals and groups, each day,

to find ways to improve the quality of life of Arizona’s citizens.
And as I surveyed the list of awardees this year, I can’t help but
be awed by their accomplishments, their dedication and their
loyalty to their work. They innovated, they sacrificed, and they did

what had to be done.
Collectively, their work moves us forward.
And, as a result, we, the residents of our beautiful state, benefit.
I hope the groups and individuals we recognized this year give you a sense of
optimism – the optimism that comes from the knowledge that, despite what we’ve
been through in the past year, what we’re still going through today, we know we will
persevere.
As an immigrant to this beautiful country, this land of opportunity, I can attest to
just how resilient we are as a people.
I know we will persevere. Why? Well, because at the end of the day, we have to.
Sincerely,
Luige del Puerto
Associate Publisher and Editor
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ARTS & CULTURE

Dustin Loehr

Associate Artistic Director, Arizona
Theatre Company

Director of Arts Education & Title IV-A,
Arizona Department of Education

Chanel Bragg became the Associate Artistic Director of Arizona
Theatre Company in 2020. In this
role, she produces, directs, teaches and performs – an all-around
artist, indeed. The Arizona Capitol Times sees her as a leader because of her advocacy for equity,
diversity and inclusion – work
that also includes her mission to
open doors for all people, including women, Black, Indigenous,
and other peoples of color in Arizona.

An expert, Dustin Loehr is a much
sought-after speaker in program
and participation development
for art educators. Indeed, his
work has directly led to improved
student performance and enhanced learning environments. A
key organizer and trusted adviser
for organizations, Dustin served
as the Executive Producer of the
“Reimagine Education with Title
IV-A” podcast series.

Jason Rose

ARTS & CULTURE

Tammy McLeod

October 15, 2021

ARTS & CULTURE

ARTS & CULTURE

President, Rose+Moser+Allyn

President & CEO, Flinn Foundation

Think PR and Jason Rose’s name
shoots to the top. “Arizona’s PR
Heavyweight” is synonymously
identified with Rose, who started his agency in 1996 at age 26.
Rose is a fixture on the communications scene, and it’s his work
as producer of “Americano!” that
earned him a Leader of the Year
distinction. This musical centers
on Tony, who learned about his
undocumented status when trying to enlist in the Marines and
who must confront the realities of living as a “Dreamer.” Rose invested heavily in bringing this story to life and hopes to see it on
Broadway soon.

To say the work of Tammy McLeod and the Flinn Foundation
to promote art has profoundly
enhanced Arizona’s art scene is
an understatement. The Flinn
Foundation focuses on four areas,
notably arts and culture, where
it creates programs that offer organizations the ability to move
forward with creative ideas and
financial solvency. McLeod, who
has been serving as the President
and CEO of the Flinn Foundation
since 2017, is integral in these efforts. She leads the Flinn Foundation
in building relationships and training the next generation of Arizona’s leaders.

October 15, 2021

Carrie Kelly
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ASSOCIATION

Danielle Leoni

Executive Director, Arizona Association
for Economic Development

Co-founder, Arizona Small Restaurant
Coalition

Carrie joined the Arizona Association for Economic Development
in the most challenging of years
- 2020. But the pandemic hasn’t
held her back. She developed
a long-term strategic plan that
allowed the launching of new
programs, including Economic
Development 101 for the group’s
Elected Officials Series. Her efforts in the last legislative session
helped in passing the Angel Investment Tax Credit.

The Arizona Small Restaurant Coalition was born out of necessity.
The pandemic hammered small
businesses hard, notably restaurants, and Danielle Leoni, an
executive chef, saw the need to
band together and push for solutions to save her industry. Leoni
found herself speaking up for
small businesses, quickly becoming one of the most visible voices
promoting the interests not just
of small restaurants but also of small businesses.

ASSOCIATION

Serving Arizona’s counties with
integrity since 1968. We are
honored to work with county
elected leaders and the
governments they serve.

1910 West Jefferson | Phoenix, AZ 85009 | T 602 252 6563 | www.azcounties.org
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ASSOCIATION
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Stephen Jennings

ASSOCIATION

Executive Director, Arizona Association of
Counties

Former Associate State Director, AARP
AZ

Jennifer Marson faces a gargantuan challenge – represent the
counties at a time when the integrity of Arizona’s election system is under attack and while
Arizona’s biggest county and the
Arizona Senate are feuding. She
rose to the challenge. Marson became executive director in 2013.
She knows the job from the inside out as she previously served
in numerous roles at the association since 2002. Committed and quick on her feet, Marson leads the
entity representing all of the county officials and governments they
serve in Arizona.

If anyone embodies dedication
and commitment, that would
be Stephen Jennings, AARP AZ’s
longtime associate state director who recently retired. A fixture
at the Capitol, Jennings helped
in crafting some of the biggest
policy decisions directly affecting seniors in the past several
years. His contributions became
even more pronounced as Arizona and America grapple with the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has devastated the senior population.

Pam Kehaly

COVID-19 RESPONSE &
MANAGEMENT

David Harris, PhD

COVID-19 RESPONSE &
MANAGEMENT

President & CEO, Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Arizona

Executive Director, University of Arizona
Health Sciences Biorepository

Pam Kehaly quickly saw the need
for Arizona’s health care system
to pivot quickly in order to confront the COVID-19 pandemic,
and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona went to work. Responding
quickly, Kehaly led her team in
creating and managing the 24/7
vaccine stations at State Farm
Stadium. She volunteered on
the ground to ensure everything
ran smoothly. Indeed, Arizona is
among the first to adopt this innovative idea of using a sports stadium to deliver the greatest number of vaccines to the most number
of people in the quickest time possible. It’s precisely the kind of
quick thinking that is the hallmark of Kehaly’s leadership at Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Arizona.

Arizona’s universities immediately went to work as the statebegan to confront the COVID-19
pandemic, and they delivered.
Leading one of those efforts is
Dr. David Harris, who, along with
his team, worked with the BIO5
Institute on test kits. Later, he led
his team in helping to ensure the
vaccines are safely received and
stored. Harris joined the University of Arizona in 1989, and, seven
years later, became professor of immunology.

October 15, 2021

Robert J. Trenschel, DO, MPH

COVID-19 RESPONSE &
MANAGEMENT

President & CEO, Yuma Regional
Medical Center
The enormity of the challenge
facing Yuma Regional Medical
Center at the start of the pandemic was daunting, but Robert
J. Trenschel met the challenge
head on. He needed to ensure
staffers have the resources to
confront COVID-19, which meant,
among other things, ensuring
they have proper personal protective equipment. That, in turn,
meant coordinating with supply
chains and state and federal officials. Beyond confronting the pandemic in the front lines, Trenschel and Yuma Regional Medical Center
also sought ways to innovate. They partnered, for example, with
Mayo Clinic to conduct research on plasma therapy in response to
the pandemic.

David Tedesco
Founder & CEO, Outlier
Arizona boasts of business gems,
and atop that list sit Outlier, one
of the largest private companies
in the state and in the country,
and its founder. Outlier, whose
interests extend to manufacturing, real estate and health care,
employs more than 12,000. That’s
all made possible by David Tedesco, who founded Outlier in 2005.
The company’s tagline says it all:
“We use creativity and capital to
buy, start and grow exceptional
businesses.”
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Casa Grande City Council

ECONOMY

Casa Grande City Council: Mayor Craig
McFarland, Mayor Pro Tempore Robert
Huddleston, Councilmembers Dick
Powell, Matt Herman, Lisa Navarro
Fitzgibbons, Donna McBride, Jeff
Lavender
Car and Driver described the
2022 Lucid Air Dream Edition, Arizona’s very own electric car, as
“brilliance out of nowhere.” Brilliance, definitely. But out of nowhere? Not quite. Lucid Motors,
which is poised to take on Tesla
in the electric vehicle wars, came
to Casa Grande for specific reasons, chief of which is the kind of
business environment and innovative thinking the city – and state
– leaders fostered. The city, in fact, is attracting some of the biggest
companies in the country, notably Abbott Nutrition, Frito Lay and
Monsanto Cotton Research.

ECONOMY

www.slwic.org

Primary Care and Integrated Behavioral Health Services
151 S. Oak Avenue
San Luis, Az 85336

928.662.0406

San Luis Walk-In Clinic, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 Nonprofit Organization
and an Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Amanda Aguirre
President & CEO
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Tommy Espinoza

ECONOMY

President & CEO, Raza Development
Fund

Andi Fourlis

Talk about education innovation
and the conservation eventually centers on Andi Fourlis, who
leads the largest public school
district in Arizona. She and her
team successfully pivoted instruction to remote learning and
back in the middle of the pandemic - no small feat given the
size of her district and the enormity of the technical and social
challenges. But Fourlis’ energy is
palpable. She first taught in 1991
and became Mesa Public Schools superintendent in 2020. Fourlis is
focused on increasing staff compensation and securing school resources not only for her district but also for other schools in the state.

Beth Lewis
Executive Director, Save Our Schools
Arizona

2021 TRANSPORTATION LEADER OF THE YEAR
Sundt celebrates Cade
Rowley’s 14 years of
leadership and
contributions in the
development of Arizona’s
critical infrastructure!

Arizona: ROC068012-A, ROC068013-B1, ROC068014-C-9, ROC076101-C-11,
ROC076561-C-39, ROC078088-C-4, 67653-B, 78799-C-37

EDUCATION

Superintendent, Mesa Public Schools

With his deep institutional knowledge, few have improved the
lives of so many Arizonans as
much as Tommy Espinoza. He
helped then-fledgling Chicanos
por la Causa grow into a powerhouse. He replicated that success at Raza Development Fund,
which focuses on lending capital and, for decades, has helped
thousands of Latinos and other
Arizonans in pursuing their business dreams.

SUNDT.COM

October 15, 2021

Few organizations can boast of
having as much effect as Save
Our Schools Arizona, and Beth
Lewis is at the center of the action. As executive director, Lewis
coordinates with volunteers and
activists in pushing for concrete
action aimed at helping Arizona’s
education system. The group’s
work led to several measures
qualifying for the ballot – a herculean feat.

EDUCATION

October 15, 2021

21

Arizona Capitol Times • AzCapitolTimes.com

CHARGING AHEAD
RESPONSIBLY. RELIABLY. RELENTLESSLY.

O Congratulations

Kathleen Quirk
on receiving a 2021
Arizona Capitol Times
Leader of the Year Award
in the Manufacturing &
Industry category

Freeport-McMoRan safely supplies the world with essential
metals used in technologies that support the transition to a
low-carbon economy and improve quality of life.

FOREMOST IN COPPER

fcx.com
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David Lujan

EDUCATION

President & CEO, Children’s Action
Alliance
The fight for children’s interests is
foremost in the mind of David Lujan, a veteran legislator, educator
and longtime public policy advocate. Lujan became Executive
Director and CEO of Children’s
Action Alliance last year, and he
brings to the fore more than 20
years of public policy experience.
He served as the face of last year’s
successful initiative to impose a
surcharge on higher-income Arizonans, the proceeds of which is earmarked for education.

October 15, 2021

Emily Anne Gullickson

EDUCATION

President & Founder, Great Leaders,
Strong Schools; CEO & Founder, A for
Arizona
Emily Anne Gullickson’s name
is synonymous with innovation.
She combines her experience
as a teacher, legal advocate and
public policy expert to push for
changes she believes will best
position Arizona’s schools to produce graduates who can readily
take advantage of what the new
economy offers. The founder and
executive director of Great Leaders, Strong Schools previously served as the Chief Executive Officer
at the Arizona Chamber Foundation and Executive Director of the
A for Arizona initiative, where she played a leading role in growing
the two-person research shop into a thriving foundation that has
supported three major initiatives.

knowledge
ESSENTIAL

Understanding Arizona’s water supply is vital in building awareness of
this precious and critical resource for future generations of Arizonans.

CONGRATULATIONS
YOUR WATER. YOUR FUTURE.
www.KnowYourWaterNews.com

to Central Arizona Water Conservation District
Board of Directors member Jennifer Martin for
being recognized as a 2021 Leader of the Year.

October 15, 2021

J.D. Rottweiler
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EDUCATION

President, Cochise College
The community colleges serve as
the hub of education solutions
aimed at ensuring graduates are
prepared to join the 21st century
economy, and Dr. J.D. Rottweiler
keeps the place humming. As an
education leader, Rottweiler ensures that community colleges
are nimble, offering short and
long-term programs designed to
immediately allow graduates to
find work. Indeed, a first-generation college graduate, the 11th
president of Cochise College understands the intricate link between
quality and affordable community college education and Arizona’s
ability to attract major companies and high-paying jobs.

Amelia Flores
First Chairwoman, Colorado River Indian
Tribal Council
As chair of the Colorado River
Indian Tribal Council - the first
woman to hold the post - Amelia
Flores’ responsibilities extend to
all aspects of tribal governance,
notably in the areas of health,
education and water. Flores also
leads the efforts to improve the
tribal government’s irrigation systems and is intimately involved
in discussions to best manage
Arizona’s most precious natural
resource – water.

ENVIRONMENT

Tom Davis
President, Agribusiness & Water Council
of Arizona
The S outhwest faces a de cades-long drought that is
threatening the biggest source
of its water supply, and it is up
to leaders like Tom Davis to figure out an array of solutions that
can work. With his deep experience in water issues, Davis is up
to the task. Davis has served as
President of the Agribusiness and
Water Council of Arizona for six
years. He also manages the Yuma
County Water Users Association.
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Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis

Arizona Capitol Times • AzCapitolTimes.com

ENVIRONMENT

Gila River Indian Community
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis is at the
center of the biggest policy decisions the state has adopted in
the past several years, notably in
the area of water and gaming. As
governor, Lewis oversees the implementation of the tribe’s water
settlement of 2004, the largest
of its kind in the United States,
and plays a key role in ensuring
the success of the state’s Drought
Contingency Plan. Indeed, DCP
would not have been possible
without the support of Lewis and his nation. Lewis sees the value
of forging partnerships with various elements throughout the state,
fully aware that the success of his nation and the state is intricately
linked. His tribe’s cooperation was also instrumental in renegotiating
Arizona’s Gaming Compact, which led to expansion of gaming and
the legalization of sports betting in the state.

Amanda Aguirre

HEALTHCARE

President & CEO, Regional Center for
Border Health, Inc
Amanda Aguirre has been involved in delivering health care
and crafting public policy for
more than 35 years. She began
working for the Regional Center
for Border Health, Inc in 1991,
championing the interests of
rural Arizona in health care discussions. She previously served
at the Arizona Legislature, where
she quickly earned the reputation of being a pragmatist, a policymaker who cared less about political labels and more about
getting the work done. Aguirre’s work has directly led to more affordable health care and improved resources for communities.

Jennifer Martin

October 15, 2021

ENVIRONMENT

Water Sentinels Coordinator, Sierra
Club; Board Member, Central Arizona
Water Conservation District
The Grand Canyon Chapter of
the Sierra Club is among Arizona’s most consistent voices
championing the environment,
and that’s because of the work of
advocates like Jennifer Martin. At
the Sierra Club’s Water Sentinels
program, Martin coordinates and
deploys volunteers, who advocate for the state’s most precious
resource – water. The daughter
of an archaeologist, Martin fostered her love for Arizona’s natural resources early, later becoming a wildlife biologist with Arizona Game
and Fish Department. She served as Game and Fish commissioner
from 2006 to 2011 and now sits on the board of the Central Arizona
Water Conservation District.

Brian Elisco

HEALTHCARE

CEO, Abrazo Health
Brian Elisco started in his current
role in 2020 soon after moving
to Arizona from Texas – landing
right into the middle of the gravest health crisis the world has
seen in decades. At a time when
the pandemic is testing the resiliency of many in the medical
field, Elisco’s leadership at Abrazo
Health provides a steady hand, a
sense of stability that says, “Yes,
we will get through this.” Under
his tenure, the hospital system
quickly concentrated even more on doing what it does best – protect its staffers and care for patients.

October 15, 2021

Barby Ingle
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HEALTHCARE

Steve Purves

25

HEALTHCARE

President, International Pain Foundation

President & CEO, Valleywise Health

Someone somewhere said pain
is the only fact of life. Barby Ingle
is determined to prove the idea
wrong – that, instead, pain can
be confronted, managed, and,
where feasible, reduced. Ingle
was a healthy successful coach
one day, then somebody battling chronic pain the next. She
was diagnosed with Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy about two
decades ago, but she persevered
and found a way to navigate the
intricacies of the health care system. Today, she is helping many in
their journey, developing, among others, the NERVEmber project,
which seeks to bring awareness about more than 150 conditions that
have nerve pain as a symptom.

How does a hospital confront a
pandemic? Through solid leadership, a dedicated staff, and an approach to health that draws from
the best practices. As President
& CEO of Arizona’s largest public
health care system, Steve Purves
did just that. Like other health
care leaders, Purves faced a particularly acute challenge – how to
ensure the safety of workers and
manage resources during surges
of cases, which occurred several times during the pandemic. That fight is not over yet, but with
Purves’ leadership, Valleywise Health is poised for succcess.

Dr. Loretta Christensen

Michael Townsend

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

Chief Medical Officer, Indian Health
Service

Administrator, Public Safety Personnel
Retirement System

The Covid pandemic devastated
tribal communities at the onset
of the health crisis, but the communities have begun to recover
– thanks to efforts by leaders like
Dr. Loretta Christensen. Christensen is among the area’s most
visible health care leaders. She
helps to ensure patients receive
quality care and safety standards
are clearly communicated. She
was recently named Chief Medical Office of IHS, where she will provide national leadership for clinical and community-based health programs and serve as the primary
liaison and advocate for IHS health professionals.

How do you turn around a struggling pension system? You get
the right people to put in place
the right approach. And that’s exactly where Michael Townsend
comes into the picture. Under his
leadership, employers of Arizona’s first responders and corrections officers contributed $1.5
billion toward unfunded pension
liabilities in the last fiscal year.
That’s on top of $1 billion employers were required to contribute. “Although the large amount
of additional contributions is great, the other impressive fact is the
total number of employers that are taking action. Employers across
the state are chopping down a mountain of pension debt,” Townsend
said earlier. Townsend was appointed as PSPRS administrator in 2019
after a successful stint in Coconino County, where he also improved
the pension system.
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Dr. Sara Salek
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GOVERNMENT

Jenna Bailey

Chief Medical Officer, AHCCCS

Founder & CEO, Bailey Law Firm PLLC

The Arizona Health Care Cost
Containment System is hailed as
among the best in the country,
a national model for delivering
care to low-income Americans.
And that’s the result of the consistent work of officers such as Dr.
Sara Salek, who, as chief medical
officer, a position she has held
since 2014, helps to lead the
agency in crafting sound policy
decisions. Salek has been a persistent advocate for children in
Arizona, overseeing the Mitch Warnock Act and Jake’s Law.

What can you do with a shoestring budget? A lot – just ask
Jenna Bailey, who launched her
practice amidst a pandemic on
a – yes, you got it – a shoestring
budget. Today, Bailey Law Firm
PLLC employs four attorneys, five
paralegals and support staff – a
testament to Bailey’s work ethic. The firm is a complete success
story and is poised to do even
more over the next several years.

Laura Bianchi

LAW

Roy Herrera

Partner, Bianchi & Brandt

Ballard Spahr

Few know cannabis law like Laura
Bianchi, who became one of the
first corporate attorneys specializing in this industry. A founding
partner, Bianchi quickly developed a reputation as an expert
and leader in the cannabis and
hemp market. And the industry
recognized her work, which led
to service on several boards. Today, Bianchi is a much sought after expert in this field.

The Capitol community immediately became aware of Roy Herrera’s legal brilliance when he burst
onto the scene several years ago.
Herrera served as an Assistant
U.S. Attorney for Arizona at age
27. Herrera joined Ballard Spahr
in 2018, where he now leads the
firm’s election law practice. Herrera is also an expert in white collar
criminal defense and internal investigative matters.

October 15, 2021
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LAW

Frances Sjoberg

Osborn Maledon

Partner, Lewis Roca

Anybody’s list of top political
lawyers in Arizona wouldn’t be
complete without Mary O’Grady.
And it’s not just the number of
victories she has stacked over the
years. O’Grady’s expertise and institutional knowledge of public
policy and political law is unparalleled. She previously served as
a Solicitor General and now focuses on, among other things,
political, civil and administrative
law. O’Grady has litigated numerous cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Frances Sjoberg’s expertise on
tribal affairs and gaming law is
among the best in Arizona. Her
colleagues named her a Lewis Roca 2021 Southwest Rising
Star. A partner in the firm’s Tribal Affairs, Gaming and Business
Transactions practice, Sjoberg is a
true standout. Sjoberg’s keen understanding of her practice area
is deep. After all, she grew up in
a reservation border town, and
saw firsthand the effects of good
policy.

Mark Gaspers

MANUFACTURING &
INDUSTRY

Karen Mattimore
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LAW

MANUFACTURING &
INDUSTRY

Senior Manager, State & Local
Government Operations, Boeing

Senior Vice President & Chief Human
Resources Officer, Honeywell

Arizona’s reputation as a tech
hub is booming – thanks to leaders like Mark Gaspers, who has
played a key role in shaping the
state’s business environment,
particularly when it comes to attracting high-tech firms. Gaspers
joined Boeing in 2005, and over
the years served in numerous
positions. He currently chairs the
Arizona Manufacturers Council,
where he leads efforts to innovate and create the kind of climate that allows not just manufacturing companies but all kinds of tech firms to flourish.

The success of any company
lies with its people, and Karen
Mattimore is among the driving
forces that ensure Honeywell attracts the best talent. Mattimore
assumed her new role last year.
Previously, she served as Vice
President for Human Resources
Services, where she improved
processes that have led to better services for employees and,
over the long term, cost savings.
Mattimore is responsible for Honeywell’s global human resources
strategy and programs for more than 100,000 employees.
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MANUFACTURING &
INDUSTRY

Bryan Jeffries

President & Chief Financial Officer,
Freeport-McMoRan

President, Professional Fire Fighters of
Arizona

What does a company like Freeport-McMoRan need to do to
stay on top? Leaders like Kathleen Quirk, who, with more than
30 years at the company, has
helped to shape strategic plans
and financial decisions. Quirk is
responsible for a wide array of financial and administrative duties,
and her work is widely recognized. Institutional Investor has
named her Best CFO in Metals
and Mining. Quirk serves on the Board of Directors of Vulcan Materials Company.

A good reason exists why the Arizona Capitol Times named Bryan
Jeffries a Leader of the Year twice
in a row – Jeffries is a fighter. Indeed, a cancer diagnosis hasn’t
slowed Jeffries down. On the
contrary, this challenge merely
magnified for Jeffries the importance of the public policy work
he does on behalf of firefighters.
Among other policies, Jeffries
champions bills to expand cancer
coverage, education and trauma counseling.

Alberto Gutier

Skye Steele

Director, Arizona Governor’s Office of
Highway Safety
Alber to Gutier was sure he
shouldn’t have been selected
again this year as a Leader of the
Year. But readers begged to differ. His dedication, hard work and
leadership has helped to reduce
crashes and fatalities in Arizona,
and Gutier has helped craft policies to reduce distracted driving.
Gutier has, over his long service
to the state, paved the way for
campaigns that improve safety
for Arizonans.

PUBLIC SAFETY

CEO, StreetLightUSA
Skye Steele is doing God’s work.
Moved to help survivors of sex
trafficking after a police ride
along some 15 years ago, Steele
has, over the years, launched
programs to help young women go from trauma to triumph.
An inspirational leader, Steele’s
mission is straightforward – provide survivors the opportunity to
overcome exploitation.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
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Kelli O’Toole
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SOCIAL SERVICES

Rebecca Masterson

CEO, The Opportunity Tree

Chief Counsel, GenJustice

A veteran in the nonprofit sector, Kelli O’Toole realized that her
passion lies with supporting and
working with individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities in 2009. Today, she leads
The Opportunity Tree, which she
joined in 2017, where her passion is inspiring people around
her. O’Toole has successfully led
in organizational transformation,
using data and best practices.
Today, she continues to look for
ways to serve her community and the state.

GenJustice burst onto the public policy scene only a few years
ago, but already, the organization
dedicated to improving Arizona’s
child protection system has successfully pushed for numerous
reforms. Among the people behind that success is Rebecca Masterson, who quickly became one
of the leading voices advocating
for abused children. Masterson is
a much sought-after speaker, a
mentor and a foster mom.
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Ben Denslow and
Denise Schatt-Denslow
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SOCIAL SERVICES

Founders, JEM Foundation
Ben Denslow and Denise SchattDenslow exemplify what it means
to persist amid adversity. In 2017,
they lost their son, Jake, after
struggling to get basic mental
health care. They decided it was
time for change and launched
the JEM Foundation. They vowed
to end the epidemic of suicide
and prevent other families from
going through what they went
through. Jake’s Law, which legislators approved in 2020, was a
culmination of their work. The job is far from over, and the Denslows
are just getting started.

Kyle Squires
Dean, ASU Fulton Schools of Engineering
The majority of new jobs over
the next decade will require education beyond high school, and
at the center of the effort to create the workforce of the future
is Kyle Squires, who was recently
appointed vice provost of engineering, computing and technology. Squires’ work has been
instrumental in shaping ASU’s
engineering education - the kind
of education that will best position Arizona as a global leader in
technology.

TECHNOLOGY

Dr. Joe Gerald
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TECHNOLOGY

Associate Professor & Program Director,
Public Health Policy & Management,
University of Arizona
Often, few hear about the work
of academics, but Dr. Joe Gerald’s
work using data to track Covid is
exemplary. His work has helped
to shape society’s response to
the pandemic. His weekly reports
became essential for making data-driven recommendations. He
deploys his expertise outside
and inside of the learning environment, developing materials to
educate and assist future public health leaders in arriving at policy
using solid data.

Cassondra Taylor
Vice President of Operations, Western
Region, Sentinel Technologies
Arizona’s tech portfolio continues
to exponentially expand thanks
to leaders like Cassondra Taylor.
Taylor, who was recently named
Vice President of Operations in
2021, joined Sentinel Technologies in 2004. Taylor has been
a stand out leader for Sentinel,
helping the company achieve its
operational goals and positioning it as among the top tech firms
in the state.

TECHNOLOGY
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Steven Zylstra
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TECHNOLOGY

Tony Bradley

President & CEO, Arizona Technology
Council

President & CEO, Arizona Trucking
Association

Steven Zylstra can attest to the
explosive growth of Arizona’s
technology sector. He should
know – he is intimately involved
in cultivating this sector. And his
work is visible for all the world
– literally – to see. Arizona has
been attracting all kinds of tech
companies from other states and
other parts of the world over the
last several years, a testament to
long-term strategic planning by
leaders like Zylstra, who has led the Arizona Technology Council
since 2007.

The backbone of the American
economy is the trucking industry,
which means trucking companies, drivers and their staff carry
America’s success on their backs.
At the center of ensuring the
health of the industry in Arizona is Tony Bradley, who became
President and CEO of the Arizona
Trucking Association in 2013. In
this role Bradley leads efforts to
advance public safety, and help
to ensure the fiscal health of the industry.
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Becky Miller
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TRANSPORTATION

Executive Director, Arizona Transit
Associationx

TRANSPORTATION

Executive Director, Arizona PIRG

Arizona is the product of longterm thinking, and the state’s
transportation system is a testament to this strategic approach.
Becky Miller, who joined the Arizona Transit Association in 2015,
is at the forefront of efforts to create a vibrant, accessible and efficient transport system that truly
serves the economic and social
needs of Arizonans. It’s the kind
of work that has allowed Arizona
to flourish. Of course, the work is far from over, and Miller is committed to ensuring that the state not only avoids choking on its growth,
but is also well positioned to expand its transportation networks.

Cade Rowley

Diane Brown
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TRANSPORTATION

Chair, Arizona Chapter of Associated
General Contractors
Arizona’s economic vibrancy
rests on the ability of construction companies to keep up with
growth. Cade Rowley stands in
the middle of this effort as Senior
Vice President at Sundt Construction, one of the biggest builders
in America. He also serves as
chair of The Arizona Chapter of
Associated General Contractors,
where he is responsible for shaping policies aimed at, among
other things, protecting transportation funding and streamlining
processes for construction projects.

Citizen advocacy is key to a vibrant future, and Diane Brown
exemplifies that ethos. At Arizona PIRG, Brown directs the policy
efforts and campaign priorities
meant to influence public policy. She has co-authored numerous reports on transportation in
Arizona and is among the most
vocal advocates for pragmatic
decisions. Indeed, Brown is fearless when it comes bringing the
public’s concerns before any political institution.

Wendy Baldo

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Former Chief of Staff, AZ Senate
The Arizona Capitol Times noted a few
years ago that the sand upon which
the state Capitol sits shifts every two
years to produce a changing cast of
players, and its inhabitants value stability and consistency like desert creatures pang for water.
And few provided that stabilizing
presence like Wendy Baldo, who, before her retirement this year, served
as the Senate’s longtime chief of staff.
Wendy offered not just knowledge,
but institutional knowledge, and not
just any counsel, but counsel rooted in experience.
She’s often the truth teller – the staffer who tells the politician, “It’s not gonna
happen the way you think it’s gonna happen.” Her counsel allows the chamber
to avoid political landmines, or, when they can’t be avoided, to at least get past
them.
Wendy cut her teeth in state government in 1988 in Gov. Rose Mofford’s administration, and she had worked in the Arizona Senate in various positions since
1993. In 2009, then-Senate President Bob Burns hired her as chief of staff, and
her counsel proved indispensable to Burns and succeeding leaders. She offered
her counsel as the state careened toward financial and political chaos following
the Great Recession, and during the pandemic that upended our lives.

Arizona Capitol Times • AzCapitolTimes.com

October 15, 2021

35

Congratulations to Our
Leaders of the Year!
Thank you for your commitment to excellence in Arizona health care.
Valleywise Health is proud to recognize two exceptional leaders within our community who have
made great strides in improving health care quality and accessibility throughout our state. Steve
Purves, Valleywise Health President and CEO, and Bryan Jeffries, Valleywise Health Foundation
board member, have helped elevate the standard for inclusive health care in Maricopa County and
beyond. We are honored to have them represent our organization alongside such an impressive
list of high-achieving individuals.
These dedicated, compassionate leaders allow us to further our mission of
providing exceptional care to every patient, every time, as we work to build a
better Arizona. Congratulations, Steve and Bryan!

Steve Purves

President & CEO, Valleywise Health

Bryan Jeffries

President, Professional Fire Fighters of Arizona

Thank you for showing Phoenix families and fellow health care
professionals what it means to serve with heart.
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we believe
in always improving

When COVID-19 presented us with the unfathomable challenge of a
world-wide pandemic, Yuma Regional Medical Center employees and
providers bravely stepped up. Led by the belief of “always improving,”
many of these unique challenges were met with new, innovative
solutions created by front-line care teams and support staff.

“I am extraordinarily proud of our YRMC care
team. They are truly heroes. They are also moms,
dads, coaches, grandparents and volunteers
who leave their work here each day and care for
others when they go home.”

yumaregional.org/webelieve

azcapitolreports.com
602.258.7026
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– Robert J. Trenschel, DO, MPH, President and CEO

