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With nearly 140 destinations worldwide, the opportunity to escape is now. From 95+ Domestic
destinations and 40+ International destinations, Orlando International Airport provides access to
unique travel experiences that you seek and deserve. Why wait? The time for adventure is now.
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MCO. Your Florida Airport of Choice.®
For Travel Tips and Requirements Visit orlandoairports.net/coronavirus
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airfare deals

To learn more, visit www.LeeCountyBusiness.com
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Preferred Locations

APPROVED U.S. OPPORTUNITY ZONES
Major roadway frontage (U.S. 301
for Hawthorne and U.S. 90 for NFMIP)
and close proximity to Interstates
75 and 10; NFMIP in Foreign

Trade Zone #64 with JAXPORT
Accessible to Rail
Significant rail-service partners,
including CSX, Florida Gulf &
Atlantic and Norfolk Southern,

with main freight lines connecting
cities, ports and airports

Ready to Work

Labor force of well over one million
within 60 miles of each Park and
served by CareerSource Florida
partners

Super-Sized and Shovel-Ready

Zoned acreage with utilities, approved
for millions of square feet (3.5M
for Hawthorne and 8M for NFMIP)

with parcel-size flexibility

Proximity to Research,
Innovation and Technology
Close to University of Florida

(#6 Public University by U.S. News
& World Report) and Santa Fe
College (#1 Two-Year College in
U.S. by The Aspen Institute); NFMIP
also adjacent to Florida Gateway

College

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH.

Two Outstanding Parks.
One Incomparable Development Partner.
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Learn how to control your
energy use and save.
The FPL Business Energy Manager provides
customized energy-saving recommendations based
on daily, weekly, and monthly energy-use patterns.
Let’s save, together. Learn how at
FPL.com/BusinessEnergyManager

FLORIDA’S
ECONOMY
DEPENDS ON
CLEAN WATER
Florida’s economy relies on a healthy Everglades. That’s why the mission of

The Everglades Foundation, founded in 1993, is to restore and protect
America’s Everglades through Science, Advocacy & Education.
EVERGLADES RESTORATION IS ALL ABOUT OUR WATER.

INVEST IN FLORIDA’S FUTURE. SUPPORT EVERGLADES RESTORATION.
For more information on how you can support our work, please contact
Jodi Farrell, Vice President of Development, 305.251.0001 or jfarrell@evergladesfoundation.org

WATER FOR FLORIDA’S ECONOMY,
BIODIVERSITY & RESILIENCY
The Everglades provides the drinking water for 9 million Floridians and countless visitors.
The Everglades is home to 2,000 species of plants and animals. This biodiversity
depends on clean freshwater flowing to our coastal bays and estuaries.
South Florida’s main industries of tourism, real estate, and fishing depend on
a healthy Everglades.
A restored Everglades will mitigate the effects of climate change by amplifying carbon
sequestration, protecting our drinking water supply, and providing storm surge resilience.
Learn more about the vital importance of Everglades restoration to Florida’s water-based economy.

EvergladesFoundation.org

WELCOME

A Message to Florida Business Leaders
I hope you find this 2022 Business Florida Opportunity Guide
a helpful introduction to the diversity and depth of Florida’s
business community.
Florida’s story is one of resilience, innovation and
entrepreneurship.

David G. Denor
Publisher,
Florida Trend

It is a dynamic, growing state of more than 21 million residents
and increasing by nearly 300,000 each year. Throughout Florida’s
67 counties, we are confident you will be able to find your perfect
place in the sun to start, expand or relocate your business.
In this issue you will learn of companies that have moved,
relocated and expanded their business operations and workforce
to Florida — discovering stories of how they’ve grown, thrived and
succeeded in the Sunshine State.
Florida is the right place to do business, with no state personal
income tax, no income tax on corporations or limited partnerships
or subchapter S-corporations, no state-level property tax assessments, and no property tax on business inventories.
With a top-ranked public university and college system, strong
and competitive private universities and colleges, new workforce
education initiatives, a growing manufacturing sector and investments in reducing regulation and preserving our environment and
water — Florida is working hard to ensure its success as a model
for accelerated recovery and economic prosperity.
We welcome you to explore — from coast to coast — the
opportunities of doing business in Florida.

8 BUSINESS FLORIDA 2022 / FLORIDA TREND CUSTOM CONTENT

EMPOWERING
F L O R I D A’ S T O P TA L E N T

Rendering of the College of Engineering and
Computing complex, phase I. The complex will
feature a $48 million state-of-the-art facility with
approximately 120,000 sq. ft. of makerspace labs,
active learning classrooms and research laboratories.
41

Florida’s future is linked to a thriving economy driven by innovative thinkers, individuals who
possess the critical skills, emotional intelligence, and acumen to shape today’s complex
business environment. Like our colleagues, collaborators, and friends across the state, we are
committed to this vision of a fully realized Florida.
With 200+ bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs, and 11 colleges and schools including
engineering, medicine, law, and honors, plus thousands of internships to choose from, our
students have endless opportunities to hone passions that will fuel a successful 21st century
career. And when our students and alumni succeed, we all succeed.

D R I V I N G F L O R I D A’ S I N N O V AT I O N E C O N O M Y

11,000

Students who
graduate annually

120,000+

Alumni who live
and work in Florida

$237M

Research expenditures
FY 2020

For more information visit: go.fiu.edu/REALimpact

189

U.S. patents secured
in the last three years

WELCOME

Florida is poised to make business
opportunities thrive.
Enterprise Florida is dedicated to helping Florida businesses of
all sizes succeed.

Jamal Sowell
President and CEO,
Enterprise Florida

Enterprise Florida
is dedicated to
helping businesses,
of all sizes, in
Florida succeed.

Florida has always been a leading destination for those who
want to start, relocate, or expand their business. Under Governor
DeSantis’ leadership, we have only seen that amplified. The past
year is a prime example of how effective and forward-thinking
leadership results in a growing economy and a strong workforce.
When other states shut down in 2020, Governor DeSantis kept our
state and businesses open, and as a result we are seeing our state
thrive. The Governor remains committed to providing a businessfriendly environment, from low taxes and limited regulation to his
views on workforce education.
More than ever before, Florida stands out as a beacon of hope
to businesses looking for relief from high taxes and restrictions. In
Florida, we are proud to welcome businesses with open arms and
ready to help them achieve success. The marketplace has enough
challenges and risks for every business. At Enterprise Florida, we
work to take the heavy hand of government out of that equation.
From international trade to emerging industry opportunities, we
have answers to the questions that bring stability and growth to
your business model and bottom line. Call us today and let us help
facilitate your next level of growth here in the Sunshine State.

Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) is a public-private partnership between
Florida’s business and government leaders and is the principal
economic development organization for Florida. EFI’s mission is to
expand and diversify the state’s economy through job creation. EFI is
the state’s primary entity for trade and export development, supporting
more than 60,000 Florida exporting businesses. EFI also supports the
state’s military sector through the Florida Defense Support Task Force
and Florida Defense Alliance; the sports industry through the Florida
Sports Foundation; and small and minority businesses through its
capital programs.
Contact us for confidential business location and expansion assistance.

enterpriseflorida.com/contact
(877) YES-FLORIDA
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Florida’s economic
development partners
are allied and working
In collaboration with our partners,
the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity’s mission is
to assist the governor in advancing
Florida’s economy by championing
the state’s economic development
vision and by administering state
and federal programs and initiatives
to fuel job creation in competitive
communities, and promote
economic resiliency.

Connecting employers who
need talent with Floridians
seeking new jobs is what the
CareerSource Florida network
does every day. Our local career
centers are strengthening
local economies and helping
build economic resiliency one
business at a time. Let us help
with your recruiting, hiring and
training needs.

floridajobs.org
(850) 245-7105

careersourceflorida.com
(850) 692-6887

Space Florida was created
to strengthen Florida’s
position as a global leader
in aerospace research,
investment, exploration
and commerce. As Florida’s
aerospace and spaceport
development authority, we
are committed to attracting
and expanding the next
generation of space industry
businesses.

The 150+ member organizations of
the Florida Economic Development
Council (FEDC) are comprised of
public and private partnerships,
city- and county-based economic
development and workforce agencies
that know their communities well.
The FEDC helps prepare businesses to
launch, expand or relocate and stands
ready to help businesses establish
connections, find the right site and
settle in their perfect home in Florida.

VISIT FLORIDA, the state’s
official tourism marketing
corporation, serves as
Florida’s official source for
travel planning to visitors
across the globe. VISIT
FLORIDA is not a government agency, but rather a
not-for-profit corporation
created as a public/private
partnership by the Florida
Legislature in 1996.

SpaceFlorida.gov
(321) 730-5301

FEDConline.org
(850) 212-1056

visitflorida.com
(888) 735-2872

toward the common goal
of making your firm’s
transition to a permanent
home in Florida as
worry-free as possible. A
call to any one of these
partners sets the wheels
in motion.

floridaSBDC.org
(850) 898-3479

floridaresearch.org
(850) 425-5223

sunbiz.org
(850) 245-6000

24-hour government access
MyFlorida.com
(850) 488-1234
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#1 ranked state for
higher education.
6 major medical schools.
Several top national
R&D universities.
UCF #1 Aerospace,
Defense Workforce
Supplier.
National leader
in STEM graduates.
Nearly 40,000 annual
STEM graduates.

WITH THE
HIGHEST NUMBER
OF STEM GRADS
IN THE COUNTRY,
FLORIDA IS WHERE
YOUR BUSINESS
BREAKS THROUGH.
National leader in awarded
bachelor’s degrees.
7,000+ annual skilled
manufacturing graduates.
6,000+ annual skilled
aerospace graduates.
48,000+ annual
professional services
graduates.
1,316+ annual medical
school graduates.
Customized workforce
training programs
(CareerSource Florida).
Get There Florida

SEALAND

Miramar, FL

EnterpriseFlorida.com

Florida’s

TOP
ASSETS

POPULATION

21.5 million

3rd largest in the U.S.

CIVILIAN
LABOR FORCE

10.6 million

3rd largest in the U.S.

GROSS
DOMESTIC
PRODUCT

$1.1 trillion

4th largest in the U.S.

PER CAPITA
PERSONAL
INCOME

$55,337

2nd highest in the Southeast

TOTAL
PERSONAL
INCOME

$1.1 trillion

4th highest in the U.S.

Stake Your Future on Florida
The year 2020 will long be remembered by business
owners, but not necessarily in a positive way. It’s the year
we all first heard the word “COVID-19” and subsequently
found ourselves dealing with uncertainty minute-byminute and on a sometimes gargantuan scale.
And now here we are … one year
past the start of a worldwide pandemic that we hope to never see
again. What have we learned? That
we’re more resilient than we thought
we were and that challenging times
can often bring out the best in us.
Maintaining day-to-day business
operations — and sometimes just
keeping the doors open — was often
difficult in 2020, but rarely impossible.
And perhaps the biggest surprise
through it all is how many people used
their downtime during the pandemic to
launch a new business they’d always
dreamed of or take an existing one to
another level or locale.
What about you? Did uncertainty
— even downright fear — keep you
from crossing state lines to relocate
an established business or start a new
one in 2020? Now that a whole year
has gone by and the toughest times
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are behind us here in Florida, there’s
optimism in the air. After all, doers
and dreamers have been staking their
fortunes and futures on the Sunshine
State for close to 500 years. If they
found success here, why not you too?
Florida is open for business. Dust off
those entrepreneurial skills. Revisit the
expansion you’ve considered. There’s
no better time to take charge of your
company’s future, so just do it — right
here, right now.
And do plan to settle in for the long
haul. Because not only is this a great
place to work and live right now,
thanks to top 10 rankings for affordability and quality of life, Florida is
No. 1 on WalletHub’s 2021 list of “Best
States to Retire.”
For specific information about how your
business can become a part of Florida’s
ongoing success story, call Enterprise
Florida at (407) 956-5647.

As a global company that started our own journey here, we know
the road to success starts in Florida. Let our award-winning economic
development team help you find the best locations, incentives, and
energy rates for your business.

#1

As the largest
utility in Florida,
FPL is an expert in
doing business in the
Sunshine State

2020
ReliabilityOne
Award™
NextEra Energy,
the parent company
of FPL, is the world’s
No. 1 generator of
energy from the wind
and sun, delivering
sustainable energy
customers demand

Contact us: PoweringFlorida.com

Receive
personalized
service, help to
meet tight project
deadlines and
access our network
of economic
development
partners

@poweringfl

Recognized for the
fifth time in six years
for delivering the
nation’s top reliability
for businesses and
homes

Commercial and
industrial rates
that are more than
41 percent below
the national average
and Florida’s tax
advantages leave
you more to invest in
your business

PoweringFlorida at FPL

Florida’s

TOP
ASSETS

In Good Company
Many states compete to attract new business, but
few can match the scale and scope of Florida’s
industry assets. Thanks to a robust economy,
competitive costs, a top-ranked workforce and easy
access to domestic and global markets, Floridabased companies of all sizes in these key industries
are experiencing unprecedented success:

LOGISTICS &
DISTRIBUTION

CORPORATE
HEADQUARTERS

AVIATION &
AEROSPACE

No.1 Air cargo with Latin America
and the Caribbean

No.1 Best tax climate in the
Southeast

No.3 Annual exports by aviation and
aerospace businesses ($7.2 billion)

No.2 Largest Foreign Trade Zone
network in the U.S.

No.3 Largest civilian labor force

No.8 Best undergrad aerospace
engineering program (Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University)

No.3 Largest cluster of logistics
and distribution establishments
in the U.S.
As a leading international
trade center and home to an
extensive multimodal transportation system, Florida excels
at moving people, products
and services anywhere fast.
Most key global shipping lines
and airline alliances (including
specialized cargo operators),
3PLs and VALs have a presence
in Florida.

No.4 Best tax climate nationwide
0% Personal income tax
Corporate headquarters are
naturally drawn to Florida for
its highly favorable business
climate, which includes a low
corporate tax burden, no personal income tax and modern
infrastructure. More than 300
international companies have
established a presence here.
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540+ Aerospace establishments in
Florida
Home to the renowned Kennedy
Space Center, Cecil Spaceport and
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station,
Florida remains the undisputed
air traffic hub of the Americas, a
major center for flight training and
MRO and home to more than 2,300
aircraft and aviation/aerospace
establishments. And now, having
celebrated the 50th anniversary of
the first lunar landing in 2019, NASA
and a host of commercial partners
are looking to the future: a return to
the moon in 2024 and an eventual
mission to Mars.

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
No.1 High-tech employment in the
Southeast
No.3 Largest high-tech industry
No.4 High-tech U.S. employment
No.5 High-tech jobs added in 2020
Since birthing the IBM PC
in Boca Raton four decades
ago, Florida has remained at
the forefront of IT innovation.
With more than 33,000 hightech companies in residence,
Florida’s strengths are wide
ranging — from computer
systems design, photonics
and mobile technologies to
modeling, simulation and
training.

LIFE SCIENCES
No.2 Largest pharmaceuticals and
medicine manufacturing industry

FINANCIAL &
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

DEFENSE &
HOMELAND
SECURITY

No.4 Largest financial services industry
in the U.S.

No.2 Space and defense systems
manufacturing

15 Global banks with U.S. headquarters
in Florida

No.5 Department of Defense
contract awards

121 Commercial banks with $193.6 bil. in
assets under management

As home to 20 major military
installations, three unified
combat commands and some
18,000 defense-related
companies, Florida’s defense
and homeland security industry
exerts a $95 billion annual
economic impact statewide.
From satellites to encryption
technologies, Florida companies are at the leading edge of
all major military and government markets.

A diversified economic structure has
fueled Florida’s ability to become a
true global player in providing high
value-added services in finance,
insurance, engineering, accounting and consulting. Ready proximity
to and cultural connections with
Latin America have further enhanced
Florida’s reputation as an international
banking center and leading location
for shared services.

CLEAN
TECHNOLOGY
No.2 State for solar jobs

No.3 Most clinical trials initiated
among the states

No.3 State for clean energy
employment

$1.5 bil. Spent annually on life sciences
R&D by Florida universities

Recognizing the undeniable link
between sustainability and the
economy, Floridians are hard
at work finding ways to build a
leading clean technology hub
by harnessing two of this state’s
greatest assets — sunshine all
across the peninsula and Gulf
Stream currents along its 1,350mile coastline.

Cutting-edge breakthroughs in
medical treatment, pharmaceutical
development and biotech research
happen almost daily thanks to the
presence of such industry leaders
as Actavis, Arthrex, Bristol Myers
Squibb, Johnson & Johnson and
Medtronic, plus a university system
committed to life sciences R&D.

MANUFACTURING
No.3 Most innovative state
20,200 Manufacturing companies
$55.9 bil. Total financial output
Florida’s manufacturers
produce a wide variety
of goods, including
aerospace products and
parts, boats, batteries,
communications equipment,
food and beverages,
plastics, pharmaceuticals,
semiconductors and textiles.
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Florida’s

TOP
ASSETS

Embrace Our Climate
To proclaim Florida as a great place to do business is no idle
boast. Our business climate has been earning accolades for
years and, even coming off the heels of a worldwide pandemic,
we have the positive numbers to prove it.

FLORIDA’S
TAX CLIMATE

No. 1 in the Southeast
No. 4 in the U.S.
- TaxFoundation.org

BEST STATE
FOR BUSINESS

No. 2 in the U.S.

- Chief Executive magazine

THE 10 BEST
STATES FOR
ENTREPRENEURS

No. 2 in the U.S.
- Forbes

THE 10 BEST
STATES TO
START A BUSINESS

No. 6 in the U.S.
- WalletHub

In 2021, for the sixth consecutive year,
TaxFoundation.org ranked Florida’s tax
climate No. 1 in the Southeast and No. 4
nationwide, and Chief Executive magazine
named Florida the No. 2 “Best State for
Business” for a 10th consecutive year. And
while many U.S. businesses were forced to
close their doors in 2020 due to COVID-19,
entrepreneurs in Florida were busy opening new ones. So it’s no wonder this state
once again snagged the No. 2 position
on Forbes’ list of “The 10 Best States for
Entrepreneurs.”
In 2021, WalletHub continued to rank
Florida No. 6 among its “10 Best U.S. States
to Start a Business” based on access to
resources, costs and overall business environment. The website named five Florida
metros among the nation’s top 25 “Best
Large Cities to Start a Business”: Orlando
(No. 4); Tampa (No. 10); St. Petersburg (No.
12); Jacksonville (No. 17); and Miami (No.
24). And on its 2021 ranking of “Best Small
Cities to Start a Business,” WalletHub put
Fort Myers at No. 8, the only site outside of
America’s West to make the Top 10 cut.
Women entrepreneurs enjoyed good news
too. The personal finance technology company SmartAsset cited two Florida metros
on its 2020 list of best cities for women
entrepreneurs: Tampa-St. PetersburgClearwater at No. 6 and Miami-Fort
Lauderdale-Pompano Beach at No. 9.
Accolades like these don’t happen by
chance. Florida has worked hard to establish
its position as an economic development
leader. So, while you may know this state as
America’s best vacation destination, now you
know it’s a great place to do business too.
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Business-Friendly Government
Florida’s government and economic development leaders continually work to ensure
that this state’s business climate remains
favorable to companies of all sizes and configurations — from multinational corporate
headquarters with hundreds of employees
to business startups with just two or three.
To that end, thousands of burdensome
regulations have been cut across the board.
Business-Friendly Tax Structure
Business dollars go further in Florida for
two reasons: low corporate taxes and zero
personal income tax. And thanks to Florida’s
history of responsible spending decisions
over many years, this state has earned the
highest available bond rating — AAA. As a
result, businesses thrive in Florida and so
do their employees, who pay no personal
income tax on their earnings.
Business-Friendly Permitting
Regulatory agencies and local governments across Florida stand ready to provide
quicker, less costly and more predictable
permitting processes, helping to fuel an
atmosphere of certainty, predictability and
efficiency from the top down.
Business-Friendly Support
With a wealth of people and resources at
the ready, business owners in Florida never
have to go it alone. Opportunities for collaboration include: one-on-one counseling at
more than 40 Small Business Development
Centers; low-cost space and business
services at dozens of high-tech incubators,
accelerators and university-based research
parks; customized workforce training; and
ready access to funding through venture
capital companies, financial institutions and
federal and state programs.

Enjoy Smooth Connections
Unless you’re in the business of producing, storing and/or
transporting goods, you may not think much about logistics, but
you should. Because without this vital industry sector, our world
would be a far more treacherous and chaotic place. Think back
to March 2020 … how did all those masks, ventilators and other
essential medical supplies get to hospitals? And how, a year
later, is widespread vaccine distribution against a deadly virus
even possible?
The answer is logistics, of course.
Health crises aside, every
company, regardless of size, scope or
configuration, needs to get supplies in
and products out, and no state does that
better than Florida. With its extensive
multimodal transportation systems and
ready proximity to key national and
international markets, Florida is wellequipped to facilitate an easy flow of raw
materials and finished products between
manufacturers and consumers.
The proof is in names you know.
Amazon, Walmart, AutoZone, O’Reilly
Auto Parts, Home Depot, Ace Hardware,
Chewy.com, Wayfair, Coca-Cola, Cheney
Brothers, Sysco, UPS, FedEx and Trader
Joe’s have all chosen to site at least
one distribution center or warehouse
in Florida. Not surprisingly, Amazon
leads the pack in volume with multiple
distribution and delivery facilities spread
across six of Florida’s eight economic
development regions, including a regional
air hub opened at Lakeland Linder
International Airport in July 2020.
The interconnected transportation
systems serving these companies
are also in growth mode. With fewer
cars on the roads in 2020 due to the
pandemic, crews were able to accelerate
construction on two long-term projects
to improve some 60 miles of highway
that is the backbone of central Florida’s
interstate system. Estimated completion:

end of 2021 for both the 21-mile “I-4
Ultimate” and the 40-mile “I-4 Beyond
the Ultimate” projects. Meanwhile, in
Tampa Bay, a long-awaited extension
of the heavily traveled Lee Roy Selmon
Expressway through downtown Tampa
is finally open, providing a non-stop trip
from I-75 in east Tampa, across Tampa
Bay via the Gandy Bridge and into
Pinellas County.

2 COMMERCIALLY
LICENSED
SPACEPORTS

At the same time, previously planned
expansions at seaports and airports that
were sidelined due to the pandemic have
ramped up again, including construction
on the Miami-to-Orlando leg of the
fast passenger rail system Brightline.
Estimated launch: fourth quarter of 2022.
Brightline currently has operations and
stations in Miami, Fort Lauderdale and
West Palm Beach. In addition to Orlando,
stations are planned for Aventura
and Boca Raton and discussions are
underway regarding further expansion to
Disney and Tampa.

15 DEEP-WATER
SHIPPING PORTS

In cyberspace, Florida’s
interconnectedness remains alive and
well. The Network Access Point in Miami
serves as a major switching station for
internet traffic coming into and out of
Latin America, while other high-speed
networks, such as Florida Lambda Rail
and LA Grid, facilitate R&D efforts. In
addition, Florida has some of the fastest
and most widely available wireless
networks.

3,000 MILES OF
RAIL TRACKS

20 COMMERCIAL
AIRPORTS

130+ PUBLIC-USE
AIRPORTS

122,000+

MILES OF HIGHWAY
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Engage with the World
People who vacation in Florida often point to our sandy
beaches, swaying palms and spectacular sunsets as this
state’s greatest assets. But full-time residents have a better
grasp of what makes Florida great. The people who live and
work here know that no other site in the Western Hemisphere
can match this place for international business savvy and
cross-border trade.
International Trade
Florida boasts just the right
combination of assets to facilitate global
trade: a multimodal infrastructure, a
multilingual workforce, an impressive
array of corporate and financial
resources and a strategic geographic
location that is second to none. With
1,350 miles of coastline supporting 15
deep-water ports, Florida’s connection
to global trade easily stretches from Asia
to the Americas and across the Atlantic.

$150 billion OF

GOODS ENTER OR
EXIT THROUGH
U.S. CUSTOMS IN
FLORIDA, ANNUALLY

60,000 EXPORT
COMPANIES ARE
LOCATED IN
FLORIDA

4th IN EMPLOYMENT

BY MAJORITY
FOREIGN-OWNED
FIRMS, IN U.S.

It should come as no surprise, then,
to learn that goods valued at more than
$150 billion enter and exit the United
States through Florida’s two U.S.
Customs Districts each year. Among the
top merchandise commodities traded
through Florida are motor cars, civilian
aircraft, engines and parts and electrical
apparatus for line telephony.
Florida is home to nearly 60,000
exporters — second highest number
in the U.S. — and hosts the nation’s
second largest Foreign Trade Zone
network with 21 facilities statewide.
Exporters of all configurations take
advantage of Florida’s multimobile
capabilities, but the overwhelming
majority of this state’s exporters are
small and medium-sized companies
with 500 or fewer employees; together,
they account for two-thirds of all Florida
exports annually.
And where do all the goods go?
Almost anywhere you can imagine.
Florida is, after all, ranked seventh
largest export state, and its top 10
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trading partners (in order) are: Brazil,
China, Chile, Japan, Colombia,
Mexico, Dominican Republic, Germany,
Honduras and Costa Rica.
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
With unparalleled access to markets
in Latin America and the Caribbean,
a $1 trillion GDP and a population
exceeding 21 million, it should come
as no surprise that Florida is a national
leader in attracting international
companies representing a wide variety
of industries and bringing capital,
expertise, technology and innovation to
the Sunshine State. Florida ranks fourth
among all U.S. states in employment
by majority foreign-owned firms, and
its most populated city — Miami — is
a leading U.S. center for international
banking; both foreign and domestic
financial institutions are eager to
establish their presence here.
And further facilitating FDI, are
Florida’s EB-5 Regional Centers that
offer foreigners the opportunity to
obtain permanent U.S. residency while
investing in Florida through the EB-5
Investor Visa program. (Note: as of June
30, 2021, applications for EB-5 Investor
Visas are on hold pending congressional
reauthorization of the program, which is
anticipated in fall 2021.)
Statewide, Florida’s population is both
multiethnic and multilingual. Slightly
more than a fifth of the state’s population
is foreign-born, and 29% of households
speak a language other than English at
home.

now leasing in

Sarasota’s Only Lakefront Town Center

A New Regional Destination
Opening in 2021!

•

Easy access to I-75

•

115,000 square feet of mixed-use retail,

Waterside Place will soon be Sarasota’s hottest new

•

Waterfront restaurant sites available

•

Open air lakefront destination

•

In-line and free-standing commercial space

•

Primarily street-oriented siting

•

8-acre waterfront park and entertainment venue

•

Year-round Farmers’ Market

•

Water taxi from residential neighborhoods

•

21,000 households, 52,000 residents

destination for lakefront dining, walkable retail and
entertainment. Located in Waterside, a new village of
the thriving master-planned community of Lakewood
Ranch, your business will be surrounded by new homes
in the country’s best-selling community for all ages.

office and entertainment

and counting
•

Median household income of $124,000

•

133,520 residents in the 10-mile radius trade area

Secure Your Spot Today! TOM.JOHNSON@LWRCOMMERCIAL.COM | 941.757.1636 | WatersidePlace.com
Plans, specifications, community amenities, standard features, availability and prices are subject to change without notice. The information, illustrations,
maps and depictions based on the current proposed development concepts. Actual development may vary from what is depicted. © Lakewood Ranch 2021
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Tap into Our Talent
New and expanding businesses need skilled workers, and Florida
stands ready to supply them. At 10.6 million, Florida’s civilian
workforce is third largest in the nation and one of the most culturally
and linguistically diverse. Just over 20% of Floridians were born
outside the U.S., and nearly one-third speak a language other than
English at home.
Florida’s workforce is highly trained
and widely respected. In 2020, Business
Facilities magazine ranked Florida No. 7
among all U.S. states for workforce training. Florida has a long history of combining
superior educational resources with practical
training programs that may be customized to
individual company and/or industry needs.
Thus, employers in Florida are readily able to
connect with skilled workers at all levels.

CIVILIAN
WORKFORCE

10.6 million

3rd largest in the U.S.

WORKFORCE
TRAINING

7th in the U.S.
- Business Facilities

HIGHER
EDUCATION

Best in the U.S.
4th consecutive year
- U.S. News & World Report

12

PUBLIC
UNIVERSITIES

28

PUBLIC STATE
AND COMMUNITY
COLLEGES

Educational Excellence
Florida is home to 12 public universities
and 28 public state and community colleges,
plus dozens of private colleges, universities
and technical schools, and no Floridian
lives more than 50 miles from at least one
of them. In 2020, U.S. News & World Report
ranked Florida best in the nation for higher
education for a fourth consecutive year,
based on time it takes for students to complete two- and four-year programs, debt at
graduation and the cost of tuition and fees.
Florida’s colleges and universities are
among the nation’s top producers of STEM
graduates, a contributing factor to this
state’s rankings for number of tech business
establishments (No. 3), net tech employment
(No. 4) and net tech jobs added (No. 5),
according to the 2021 CompTIA Cyberstates
tech workforce report.
Four Florida colleges — Valencia, Santa
Fe, Miami Dade and Indian River — have
been awarded the biennial Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence since the
program’s inception in 2011; two Florida
colleges — Broward and Tallahassee
Community — were finalists for the prize in
2021. In addition, two Florida universities
were ranked among the top 15 worldwide
for the number of U.S. utility patents they
earned in 2020 — University of Florida at No.
11 with 140 patents and University of South
Florida at No. 15 with 123.
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Florida schools earn accolades at the
local level too. Among the first states to offer
voluntary pre-kindergarten, Florida continues
to lead the nation at No. 1 in Advanced
Placement exam participation and, in 2020,
jumped to No. 2 for successful AP test
performance with 34.3% of the graduating
class scoring a 3 or higher on an AP exam.
Additionally, 26 Florida high schools earned
places among the nation’s top 300 on U.S.
News & World Report’s “2021 Best High
Schools” list; Miami’s School for Advanced
Studies led nationally at No. 5.
Customizable Training
Training programs available through
CareerSource Florida, the state’s innovative
partnership for workforce training, make it
possible for business owners to become
fully operational and profitable in less time
and at lower cost. The agency’s Quick
Response Training and Incumbent Worker
Training grants help companies keep pace
with changing technologies as they recruit
and train employees in cutting-edge skills.
The Employ Florida Marketplace platform
helps job seekers find work and employers
connect with prospective job candidates.
And to ensure that employers can readily
find workers with the skills they need, Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis and the Florida
Department of Education have launched
“Get There Florida,” an innovative workforce
education initiative designed to raise awareness of short-term, high-value career and
technical education programs. A partnership between the state’s 28 colleges and
48 technical colleges/centers, “Get There
Florida” aims to accelerate students’ time to
complete certifications and/or postsecondary workforce credentials in high-demand
sectors, including manufacturing, logistics
and transportation, health care and information technology.

$942
million

$12
billion

Research conducted
by UF faculty in 2020

Investments in UF
incubator companies

UF Research
Drives Florida’s
Tech Economy

$2.4 billion

10,000

Annual contributions
of UF-licensed
companies to
Florida’s economy

Florida jobs
created by
companies licensing
UF technology

research.ufl.edu
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Relax and Stay Awhile
At the close of 2019, having welcomed 131 million visitors — the
most ever in a single year — Florida had reason to be optimistic
about 2020 … until COVID-19 reared its ugly head, bringing both
domestic and international travel to a screeching halt. At year’s end,
Florida’s visitor tally bottomed out at 87 million, a 34% decline.
Interest in Florida, however, never waned;
it simply spun off in new directions. People
weren’t so much planning vacations to
Florida; they were moving in. Between April
2020 and April 2021, Florida welcomed close
to 330,000 new resident arrivals, a trend
that is expected to continue into 2025 at an
average rate of 845 new residents daily.
If this quasi-peculiar behavior has you
thinking — “Why Florida?” “Why now?” —
here’s a mere glimpse of the lifestyle we
have to offer:

2 NATIONAL
SEASHORES

3 NATIONAL
PARKS

175 STATE
PARKS

663 MILES

OF BEACHES

700 NATURAL
SPRINGS

1,350+

MILES OF
COASTLINE

1,711 RIVERS
AND STREAMS
7,700 LAKES

more than a dozen zoos; at least two dozen
aquariums and a turtle hospital; USTA’s
National Training Center in Orlando; PGA
golf tournaments and 1,250+ golf courses
to play; plus a full complement of pro
sports franchises including these champs:
MLB’s Tampa Bay Rays, (awarded the 2020
American League pennant); NFL’s Tampa
Bay Buccaneers (Super Bowl LV winners,
2021); and NHL’s Tampa Bay Lightning
(back-to-back Stanley Cup winners, 2020
and 2021).

Culture
Florida celebrates art every which way:
eclectic galleries in Miami Beach, Bradenton,
Naples and Key West; original works by
Salvador Dali in St. Petersburg and Louis
Comfort Tiffany in Winter Park; the Ringling’s
fine art and circus memorabilia on display in
Sarasota; and the world’s largest single-site
collection of Frank Lloyd Wright architecture
at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.

Always Open
Natural beauty abounds in Floridan …
and thank goodness. Our theme parks,
museums, theaters, zoos and sports venues
may have been shuttered at the height of
the pandemic, but since you can’t close a
door on the ocean or shutter a forest, there
was still plenty to see and do: the Western
Hemisphere’s only natural coral reef; the
Everglades; Lake Okeechobee; dozens
of rivers with tongue-twisting names; and
interesting natives — eagles and egrets,
black bears, panthers, alligators, manatees,
Key deer, dolphins and sea turtles. And
now that the quarantine’s been lifted, you
can celebrate a Key West sunset … socially
distanced, of course.

Tons of fun
Some of the world’s most visited theme
parks — Walt Disney World, Universal
Orlando, SeaWorld Orlando, Busch Gardens
Tampa and LEGOLAND Florida — took a
hiatus at the height of the pandemic but
they’ve roared back since, along with the
Kennedy Space Center Complex; NASCAR;

Almost Unchanging Forecast
Florida’s nickname is “The Sunshine State”
for a reason. Coastal cities here average
240 sunny days per year, and the state’s
average annual temperature is 75 degrees F
(24 degrees C). Best of all, no matter where
you settle, a sandy beach and saltwater are
never more than 90 minutes away.

History
Give it up Massachusetts and Virginia!
Florida is where the U.S. officially began
with the founding of St. Augustine in 1565.
Check it out — there’s lots to see and do in
this well-preserved, centuries-old town.

TRIPADVISOR’S 2021 TOP BEACHES
BEST IN THE U.S.

BEST IN THE WORLD

No. 1 St. Pete Beach

No. 5 St. Pete Beach

- plus 7 more Florida beaches among
the top 25 nationwide
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- the only U.S. beach to make the
international list

YOU’RE THE ONE WHO
LEADS THEM TO

innovation.

WE HELP YOU MAKE IT LOOK EASY.

Southwest Florida’s inspirational surroundings that help you lead more productive meetings
Expert conference services team for a seamless experience between planning and event
Wide variety of accommodations and meeting rooms near Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW)
Health and safety are a top priority
Planning is different now. We can help.
Call 1-800-237-6444 or submit an RFP at FortMyers-SanibelMeetings.com

Success
STORIES

Relocate.
Expand.
Invest.
Succeed.
These companies did it, so can you.
What compels a company
to relocate its headquarters
from one state to another?
For one innovative technology
firm, it was part serious
market study, part simple
coincidence.

Kristin Johnson Karp
Co-founder,
President and CEO

Hotwire Communications

“

For a lot of
reasons,
Florida was
the right place
to maximize
our growth
potential.”

Before founding Hotwire Communications
in 2000, Kristin and Michael Karp owned a
phone company, but because they didn’t
own the network beneath it, they had no
control over delivery times or quality of
service, and that was unacceptable. With
further study, the Karps determined that
by combining bandwidth and fiber, they
could provide high-quality internet services to a largely unserved niche market:
gated residential communities.
And so, they launched Hotwire
Communications based on two principles:
bring fiber into the home and provide a
level of customer service second to none.
The idea quickly caught on and for 15
years, Hotwire thrived from its headquarters in Philadelphia … until one day, the
state of Florida came to town.
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In 2015, Florida brought a business
development mission to Pennsylvania
touting its low taxes, business-friendly
policies and prime sites for businesses
to grow. Relocation wasn’t on CEO
Kristin Karp’s agenda at the time, but the
“pitch” got her thinking.
“For a lot of reasons, Florida was
the right place to maximize our growth
potential,” says Karp, citing proximity
to top-tier universities, ease of transportation and South Florida’s growing
emergence as a tech hub. And there
was this: Many Florida counties lead
the nation in new gated communities
and multi-dwelling developments. Karp
saw a market just waiting to be tapped
and the more she learned about Florida,
the more relocation made sense. In
2016, with help from the Greater Fort
Lauderdale Alliance, Karp found her right
site in Broward County. Today, Hotwire
Communications sees 20%-30% annual
growth and has garnered interest from
the investment firm Blackstone.
Hotwire Communications is by no
means the only example of a successful
relocation to Florida. On the other side of
the state, two recent arrivals in Pinellas
County are fueling the growth of another

Eye on the Future:
FinTech

“Hotwire has always been at
the forefront of embracing
breakthrough solutions,” says
CEO Kristin Karp, “but what
really sets us apart is our
personal approach to every
customer interaction.” With
that in mind, a dedicated
account manager meets with
every resident to ensure that
service packages are designed
to meet individual needs.

industry sector — fintech.
In March 2021, CrossBorder Solutions,
a global leader in technology-driven
tax solutions, relocated its corporate
headquarters from New York to St.
Petersburg. “During the pandemic,
it became hard to operate in New
York City,” says Carlee Wendell,
CrossBorder’s deputy chief of staff for
communications, who oversaw the
move. But that wasn’t the only reason to
relocate.
“Despite the challenges brought on
by COVID-19,” says founder and CEO
Don Scherer, “we felt it was imperative
to bring together our growing sales and
software development teams in a truly
meaningful and collaborative way.”
West central Florida, he says, provided
a “safe but business friendly environment” in which he could meet one-onone with the members of his team. And
it was familiar territory. Eleven years
before, Scherer had been a frequent visitor to the Sarasota area when his sons
were students at IMG Academy.
In addition to its new St. Petersburg
headquarters, CrossBorder continues
to maintain offices in Tarrytown, N.Y.;
Austin, Texas; and in London, the

It’s not just business
owners fueling the
growth of fintech
in Tampa Bay. The
University of South Florida
has an important role to play too and its
the Lynn Pippenger Dean of the Muma
College of Business — Moez Limayem —
who is leading the charge. Since arriving
at USF in 2012, Limayem has focused on
a single goal: “Make USF the Stanford
of the South for fintech.” To that end,
Limayem is busy recruiting a world-class
faculty, structuring relevant curriculum
and partnering with major companies
engaged in navigating the intersection
between technology and finance. Think
it’s impossible? Spend a few minutes with
Limayem — you’ll come away a believer.

Netherlands, Germany and Argentina.

Don Scherer
Founder & CEO

CrossBorder
Solutions

Trevor Burgess
President & CEO

Neptune Flood
Insurance

Also finding a home in west central
Florida is Neptune Flood Insurance, a
full-service yet slightly atypical flood
insurance provider. Neptune launched
online in 2018 as an AI-driven, easyto-access alternative to the federal
government’s National Flood Insurance
Program. Prospective clients do not
meet with an agent; they sign up for
coverage online.
From day one, Neptune was never
destined to be a brick-and-mortar operation handling face-to-face transactions.
As such, its President and CEO Trevor
Burgess has been free to live and work
pretty much anywhere he chooses, and
he chooses St. Petersburg, Florida. It’s
where he lived during his eight-year
tenure as president and CEO of C1 Bank
and its holding company C1 Financial
before it became Bank OZK. “The whole
Tampa Bay area is not just a good place
to find a job, it’s a vibrant community,”
says the man who grew up in New
Hampshire, then worked in Boston, New
York and London and now serves on
the board of directors of the Salvador
Dali Museum in St. Petersburg: “I’ve just
fallen in love with St. Pete.”

Special

REPORT

RESEARCH FLORIDA

Research Florida
Florida companies are expanding and innovating,
redeveloping and launching businesses from the
state’s west coast to the east coast.

Training
Tech
Entrepreneur
DANIEL ROBINSON
Company
RED 6

A startup led by a former fighter pilot is developing augmented reality technology aiming
to revolutionize how the military trains its pilots.
Daniel Robinson is CEO and founder of Red
6, which created the first AR technology that
works outside in dynamic environments, like
“300 or 400 miles up in the sky upside-down,
pulling G forces,” he says. Using artificial intelligence, the tech can simulate peer adversaries, such as threats coming out of China, says
Robinson, who last fall flew a real plane in the
world’s first dogfight against an AI-powered
augmented reality Chinese J-20. With the Air
Force experiencing a pilot shortage, “we’re ushering in something that is incredibly important.”

Born in England, Robinson was a Royal Air
Force Tornado Pilot before the U.S. Air Force
selected him to learn to fly and then train others
on the F-22 Raptor. He was trained at Tyndall

Air Force Base in Florida’s Panhandle, where he
developed a fondness for the Sunshine State.
Now, 15 years later, Florida is home for Red 6,
which relocated from Santa Monica, Calif., this
summer.
Red 6 put its headquarters in Miami, attracted by the city’s growing financial hub and
startup scene. Red 6’s technology team is in
Orlando because of Central Florida’s established defense and simulation sectors and
its universities, including UCF and Full Sail,
spinning out talent. Red 6 plans to double its
40-employee workforce over the next year.
Red 6 is partnering with the Air Force to
deploy its AR pilot training platform “soon,”
Robinson says, and it sees opportunities for its
tech in other forms of training and in gaming
and entertainment.
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Former fighter
pilot Daniel
Robinson’s
augmented
reality
technology
works outside
in real
environments.

Using Light
to Disable
Shooters
Entrepreneur
BRIAN ARWARI
Company
LIGHTGUARD SECURITY SYSTEM

Mass shootings usually last just minutes. The damage
is done before police or security arrive.

University of Miami associate professor Brian Arwari
has innovated a means to disorient and disable shooters using a pulsing, temporarily blinding light. Think of a
military flashbang except safer and more controlled.
Arwari, who joined UM in 2008, is an expert in psychophysiology — how the body reacts to stimuli. Shooters
tend to be amped up on adrenaline. Arwari reasoned that
overwhelming stimuli would incapacitate shooters, even
trigger a flight response. He also wanted something that
would “freeze time” for police or security to gain a tactical advantage.

His LightGuard Security System — he’s
Arwari
the founder and chief
reasoned that
technology officer —
features a high-powered
overwhelming
LED module in a
stimuli would
standard light fixture. It
incapacitate
functions like any light
shooters.
until someone presses
Brian Arwari
a panic button or a gunshot activates a sensor
or someone monitoring video surveillance hits a switch.
Then the module converts to light pulsing at random,
shining blindingly bright. “The light not only blinds you
and disables you but also is designed to put you in flight
mode,” he says. The blinding is temporary. LightGuard
can sync with goggles for police or security that block
the pulsing effect for the wearer.
Arwari, who directs UM’s neuro-cognitive lab and is associate chair of its kinesiology department, says it takes
only one LightGuard per room in a ceiling light or behind
a store clerk.
He’s working with Ernest Bachrach, a 30-year veteran
of venture capital and private equity, to commercialize
LightGuard. At present, they’re focused on lowering the
cost of the device, navigating building code approval
and shuttling between security and facilities departments
to get the devices installed. They’re also pursuing a
portable, wearable version that would give law officers an
alternative to tasers, guns and other measures in subduing people.

Hall of Fame Inventors
The Florida Inventors Hall of Fame inducted six new members in 2021,
including the following who have spent a substantial portion of their careers in Florida:

Roberta Goode,
founder of Goode
Compliance, holds
four patents. The
Coral Springs
businesswoman and biomedical
engineer is a University of Miami
graduate with a long career
in industry and academia in
medical devices. Her inventions
“transformed minimally invasive
cardiac surgical and diagnostic
procedures around the world,”
according to her Hall of Fame
induction notice.

David Kotick, holder
of five patents, is “one
of the U.S. Department
of Defense’s leading
subject matter experts
in the field of virtual communications,”
according to his Hall of Fame bio. He’s
the senior science technical manager
for live, virtual and constructive
simulation and training at the Naval
Air Warfare Center Training Systems
Division in Orlando. The University of
Central Florida graduate has more than
40 years’ experience in Navy modeling,
simulation and research.

Rajiv Singh,
University of Florida
emeritus professor,
is vice president of
chemical mechanical
polishing slurries for Entegris, which
in 2020 paid $75 million to acquire
Sinmat, a company he started
to commercialize his inventions.
Holder of 26 patents, he’s an
expert in advanced semiconductor
processing. “Singh’s polishing
technologies have been employed in
more than 50 million smart watches
worldwide, a majority of the millionplus luxury electric vehicles, as well
as advanced fighter aircraft and
helicopter optical systems,” says his
Hall of Fame bio.
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Putting
Autonomous
Vehicles to
the Test
Entrepreneur
RAHUL RAZDAN
Company
RAZDAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE

The prospect of self-driving cars and
trucks generates lots of buzz, but how
exactly will we know they’re competent at
driving other than by hoping for the best
from their manufacturers? Do sensors
actually see correctly? Do they see as well
in rain or snow? Upon seeing, does the
vehicle’s brain make the right choices?

These questions are on the mind of Rahul
Razdan, senior director of special projects
for Florida Polytechnic University. Razdan
is a polymath. He has undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Carnegie Mellon, a
doctorate from Harvard and his name on
24 patents. After years in businesses large
and small, he moved from Massachusetts
to Florida. “Like a lot of people who moved
down to Florida, I said, ‘OK, what am I
going to do now?’ ” One thing he did was
join and become CEO of WiPower, a wireless energy transfer company spun out of
the University of Florida, that was sold to
Qualcomm in 2010.
In Ocala, he has his Razdan Research
Institute. It builds on a TED +++Talk he
once gave on the shortcomings in our
education system when it comes to preparing students to choose a career. His private
NextGenEdu, through a product called

Scholarly, markets a solution that helps students choose careers and fields of study.
Meanwhile, he’s an authority on autonomous vehicle (AV) validation. He writes on
the subject for Forbes online. One column
used T.S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J.
Alfred Prufrock” to examine the mindset of
designers of driver-assist systems and the
lack of metrics to judge the systems.
Which leads back to Florida Polytechnic.
There, he heads its Advanced Mobility Institute, which aims to stake out a position as a
tester and validator of autonomous vehicle
technology. From its work, regulators would
learn how to regulate and manufacturers
would earn certifications. For AV tech to
succeed, “We need a way to validate it for
safety,” he says.
SunTrax, the state’s 475-acre autonomous vehicle test site, is next door to the
university. In July, the Mobility Institute
launched PolyVerif, an open-source testing
platform, in conjunction with a group that
includes Japanese open-source Autoware
and an Estonian public shuttle system built
on open-source software.
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Rahul Razdan

“Like a lot of
people who
moved down
to Florida, I
said, ‘OK, what
am I going to
do now?’ ”

Shades
on Planes
CEO
MARIO CESTE
Company
AEROSPACE
TECHNOLOGIES GROUP

If you’ve flown in a
large cabin business jet or premium
class on an international, long-haul
Mario Ceste
flight, you probably
have encountered
the high-end window shades made by
Aerospace Technologies Group, which
has installed about 100,000 worldwide.

Based at The Research Park at
FAU, the company for years has been
financially backed by Jackie Autry,
widow of singing cowboy film star Gene
Autry. Aerospace Technologies, in non-

pandemic times, hires interns from FAU.
Mario Ceste, formerly the company’s
outside general counsel and CEO since
2017, says the company has lots of
room for growth. Aerospace Technologies has a high share of the market for
premium class windows on long-haul
international flights but a tiny share of
all commercial carrier windows, most
of which have the familiar sliding piece
of plastic for a shade. The company
also may move into making other cabin
components. Ahead: Connectivity, allowing passengers to use their phones
or devices to manage the shade.

Better Mental Health
in Real Time
Entrepreneurs
ADELA TIMMONS,
MATTHEW AHLE
Company
COLLIGA APPS

Florida International University psychologist and
assistant professor Adela Timmons and software
developer Matthew Ahle believe they have a way
to turn smartphones into monitors that would
summon just-in-time digital mental health interventions for youth in distress.

Timmons researched the possibilities while a
graduate student at the University of Southern
California. Funded by a National Science Foundation graduate research fellowship, she examined
whether smartphones could provide data about
how a relationship is functioning. She then went
beyond relationships to the larger question of
whether smartphone data could predict someone’s psychological state and prompt an intervention. She won an NSF Innovation Corps grant

and then a $2.9-million, five-year grant in 2020
from the National Institute of Mental Health to the
Miami company she runs with Ahle, Colliga Apps.

They founded Colliga in 2018. It has two patents pending. The software, Ahle says, is being
fine-tuned, and they plan to run the research with
the help of FIU’s Center for Children and Families.
A clinical trial is anticipated in 2024.

Adela Timmons

The Colliga app would run in the background
on Fitbits and Apple watches, gathering data
on heart rate and speech — how fast and loud
one talks can indicate stress. Predictive software
would push out in real-time a meditation exercise
or other behavioral treatment as preventive care.
Colliga is still very much a startup. The duo
envisions Colliga being a platform for researchers
to speed development of inexpensive app-based
therapy and wellness tools. A second market
would be psychologists who would enroll their
patients so that they can be provided with timely
help. A third market would be the general public
accessing tools, such as for improving sleep or
reducing stress.
The hope is that the system will open access
and good mental health to more people, including
the low-income, underserved or home-bound.

Matthew Ahle

“We’re using
technology
to get mental
health care
into the
hands of
more people.”
- Adela Timmons
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Global Ventures
Accelerates
Growth of
Second Stage
Tech Companies
Global Ventures is an entrepreneur
support initiative for established
international and US tech companies
ready to scale up to the next level of
growth. The initiative seeks to scale-up
second-stage companies into profitable
and sustainable companies in Boca Raton.
Second stage companies are those that
have achieved approximately $1 million
in annual sales and employ at least
six people.

Industry
Specializations
Healthcare

Sensors and
Embedded Networks

Marine Science,
Ocean Engineering and
Environmental Sciences

Computational Science
Supported by:

KAREN HERMAN,
CEO OF GUSTIE

AVENTUSOFT DISPLAYS ITS
HEMOTAG DEVICE

PETER HARRIS, CEO OF FLOSPINE

LENNY LOMAX, MD,
CEO OF ULTIMAXX HEALTH

SBDC TEAM MEMBER

When Brazilian IT firm Systech was looking
to expand to the U.S., CEO Luiz Cordeiro had
a must-have list of attributes any destination
needed to offer.
He wanted office space on a campus shared by
other growing companies with whom he could
collaborate, explore new strategies, and build
relationships. Cordeiro was hoping to find help
introducing his team to industry and regional
contacts, conferences, and to be part of a larger
community.
The Global Ventures initiative at the Research
Park at Florida Atlantic University® in Boca Raton
checked all his boxes. With more than 30 park
tenants, a robust and research-focused university
environment, and a prime, central location in
South Florida’s thriving technology marketplace,
Systech USA made the move in March 2020.
“We built our company based on human capital
and hard work,” he says. “We believe Global
Ventures is the right place to explore new
markets and relationships, and to accelerate our
growth.”
The Global Ventures initiative recently earned
the Soft Landings Center designation from the
International Business Innovation Association.
The initiative aims to assist technology-based
companies attracted by FAU’s academic
offerings, including professors and student-

FELIPE PICCOLI
AND ANDRÉ RIBEIRO
OF GO AWAKE

STEVEN SOKOLOV
AND JAMES FARESE
OF REACHLINK

interns from its colleges of engineering, science,
medicine, and business.

It alerts the driver, and records and sends the
findings to a control center.

Target industries for Global Ventures
include sensors and networks; human
health, including healthcare IT and
medical devices; environmental and ocean
engineering and computational sciences,
including AI, machine learning and big
data. The target industries are those in
which Florida Atlantic University has
developed key strengths and resources for
collaboration.

The U.S. is ready for an application like
GoAwake, and Global Ventures was an ideal
beachhead for its debut in a state with about $1
trillion in GDP, says Paulo Jotz, head of business
development with GoAwake.

Funded in part by Palm Beach County and the
City of Boca Raton, Global Ventures introduces
the companies to GrowFL’s system for integrated
growth, providing each company with up to
40 hours of consulting time in the areas of
lead generation, marketing, and strategic
development.
Other partners include Enterprise Florida, Small
Business Development Center at FAU, the
Brazilian Business Group, Boca Raton Chamber
of Commerce, City of Boca Raton, Palm Beach
County’s Department of Economic Development
and the Florida-Israel Institute at FAU.
GoAwake also arrived from Brazil, hoping to
bring its vehicular accident application to the
U.S. The system identifies signs of driver fatigue
and distraction while a vehicle is in motion.

“Global Ventures is well positioned in a
prosperous region full of opportunities,” he says.
“We recognize the strategic role that Global
Ventures holds for GoAwake. FAU Research
Park President Andrew Duffell and his team
are providing all the necessary support for our
business development and growth in the most
prosperous economy in the world.”
Interest in Global Ventures is growing as more
companies learn about the program. Each new
company brings fresh investment, thinking, and
employment for the local economy, Duffell says.
“The goal is to grow them into corporate
citizens, who will create higher-paying jobs,
infuse new capital into the local economy,
and bring a fresh approach to innovation,”
he says. “It’s a trifecta of benefits that make
international companies a perfect fit for local
business development efforts.”
To learn more about Global Ventures
and to apply, please visit:
Research-Park.org/Global-Ventures
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Cleaning up
a Dirty Word
Entrepreneur
BILL EASTER
Company
X-MAT

In Orlando, of all places, at UCF’s business
incubator, a small company has a plan to
reimagine coal — America’s most abundant
fossil fuel. It’s cheap, light and very much out of
favor. “When people think of coal, they think of a
four-letter word,” says Bill Easter.

Easter has an engineering company called
Semplastics that makes plastic components
used in semiconductor chip manufacturing. In
2013, it spawned X-Mat, an advanced materials
division, based on a low-cost, inorganic resinbased technology. Two years later, scientists and
engineers began experimenting with coal dust as
a filler to lower cost and increase performance.
Easter knows coal. The Texas native spent
part of his youth in coal-rich West Virginia.
In one formulation, X-Mat takes raw coal,
pulverized to dust, and mixes it with proprietary

resins. The resulting ceramic is nontoxic, light, strong and
doesn’t burn. The company has seven patents
and 15 pending.
It’s received $7.5 million in federal grants and
contracts to develop coal and coal waste into
usable materials such as batteries and — front
and center now for Easter — as a building
material.
Easter says coal-core composite tiles can
transform the roofing industry. For strength, it
beats concrete roof tiles as well as ones made
from Vermont slate and Santa Fe red clay.
X-Mat has federal grants to develop bricks,
blocks, facades and panels using its coal-resin
technology and a grant to design a house built
from the coal-derived materials. Easter is aiming
for West Virginia. He has a grant to open a pilot
manufacturing line there. “If I put a coal plant in
Orlando, everyone would hate me,” Easter says,
“Up there I’m a hero.”

Of course, today’s promising tech can be
tomorrow’s bust. The state early this century
saw itself as a coming player in semiconductors
with a Cirent, later Agere, factory in Central
Florida. The state provided millions in incentives.
The factory wound up closed and torn down.
Easter philosophizes, in an interview, on how
to tell a visionary entrepreneur from a mistaken
one. “The only way you can tell is to come back
in five years,” he says.
Nonetheless, given that public policy shuns
coal as a power source in the U.S. — FPL in
June tore down its last coal power plant in
Florida — X-Mat and Easter create hope for
mining-state economies.

X-Mat will build a house from coal
composite tiles, panels, bricks and blocks.

“It’s almost like coal
is too valuable to
be burned,” says
X-Mat’s Bill Easter.

“As incongruous as it is, a Florida company
is helping out with this,” Easter says. “It’s very
strange in some ways.”
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Florida Leaders in National Institutes of
Health Funding in Florida (through May):
No. 1
$28.4 million
No. 2
$10 million

No. 3
$7.6
million

The University of South Florida’s Jeffrey Krischer ranks
first and second with a total of $38.4 million through
May. Krischer has made USF a hub of epidemiological
research in juvenile diabetes and rare diseases. He runs
the data centers for international diabetes trials and
the NIH’s Rare Diseases Clinical Research Network.

The Jaeb Center for Health Research’s Adam Glassman
received the funding as part of a five-year grant for Jaeb’s DRCR
Retina Network, which supports clinical research to improve
vision and quality of life for people with retinal diseases.

No. 4
$7.5
million

Jaeb’s Raymond Kraker received separate funding, also part of
a five-year grant, for Jaeb’s Pediatric Eye Disease Investigator
Group, another network focused on strabismus, amblyopia and
other children’s eye disorders.

No. 5
$7.4
million

The University of South Florida’s principal investigator and
psychiatry professor Jerri Edwards and David Morgan, formerly
with USF and now with Michigan State, received the funding as
part of a five-year, $44.4-million grant to see whether computerized
brain training exercises can reduce dementia risk in older adults.

Top 10 Florida Recipients of
National Institutes of Health
Funding (2020)

NIH Funding

Recipient

(millions)

University of Florida

$188.9

University of Miami
School of Medicine

157.8

University of
South Florida

86.0

Scripps Florida

45.4

Florida International University

40.4

H. Lee Moffitt
Cancer Center

35.2

Mayo Clinic

34.6

Florida State University

34.5

University of
Central Florida

16.8

Jaeb Center for
Health Research

16.6

Harnessing the Power of the Waves
Entrepreneurs
DON RESIO,
MICHELLE VIEIRA
Company
SEA’S THE FUTURE

Michelle Vieira

Don Resio

Sea’s the Future, out of the University
of North Florida, aims to generate electricity using industrial-scale bladders to
harness power from waves or tides.

Company President Don Resio, who
retired in June as a professor at UNF and
the director of the Taylor Engineering
Research Institute, served as the senior
technologist for the Army Corps of Engineers Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory
for 16 years. An Army program used
such bladders for a bridging system
to get rapid access to hard-to-reach
coastal and river areas in an emergency.
Resio worked to adapt the concept for
power generation with then UNF grad
student Michelle Vieira. It led to UNF obtaining a patent on it. It also has applied
for U.S. patents on key components.

Such a system could supply power
for desalinization plants, which use
a lot of energy, and function even in
moderate tidal ranges. (While Florida
tidal ranges tend toward the small
relative to other areas, they still maintain significant power production along
the east coast.)
Proven at lab scale, the next step is
a demonstration project that Resio estimates will cost around $300,000 for a
wave system and $400,000 for tides.
Florida’s awash in ideas to generate
power from the sea, but none so far
has generated revenue. The research
showed that at scale, the bladder
system can pay off, Resio, 74, says.
“I’m 99% certain it’s going to work,”
he says.
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The Kestrel 3500
allows WeatherTiger to
measure temperature,
barometric pressure,
humidity and wind.

Forecasting
for Farmers
Entrepreneurs
ERICA STAEHLING,
RYAN TRUCHELUT
Company
WEATHERTIGER

Florida, especially in the summer, is preoccupied with the hurricane outlook. Erica
Staehling’s and Ryan Truchelut’s Tallahassee
company, WeatherTiger, does its share of
hurricane predicting, but their meal ticket is
punched by weather forecasting for corn,
soybeans and wheat.

The two, who are married, are high
academic achievers. Staehling was graduated summa cum laude from Bucknell with
a double major in physics and math and
then earned a doctorate in atmospheric science from Princeton followed by a master’s
in education from Florida State University,
where she’s on the faculty for teaching STEM
education. She’s been an American Meteorological Society Graduate Fellow and a
National Defense Science and Engineering
Graduate Fellow. Truchelut is a Florida native
who as a teenager got exposed to corn,
cotton and wheat futures trading through a
friend’s father. He was summa cum laude
from Princeton with a bachelor’s in geosciences and took his master’s and doctorate
from FSU in meteorology. He’s been a NASA
Earth Science Enterprise Fellow and won the
Max Mayfield Award in Weather Forecasting
from the American Meteorological Society.
They have authored scientific papers and
have children. Among his hopes for a post-

pandemic world: “I don’t spend another year
primarily arguing with toddlers about whether
you should eat Play-Doh off a shoe.”
They founded their two-person company, WeatherTiger, in 2015. Its clients are
ag producers, processors, traders, hedge
funds, bankers and buyers who need
weather forecasts to make decisions about
crops. In 2020, WeatherTiger won the top
$15,000 prize at Tallahassee’s Innovation
Park TechGrant program. The couple put the
money toward developing a dashboard for a
new algorithm-based product that combines
weather information, soil conditions and
short- and long-range forecasts to model
crop yields down to the county level.
During hurricane season, Truchelut writes
weekly for Gannett news media and daily
for his Substack newsletter. He increases
the frequency of his forecasts when a storm
threatens. In June, there was a chance of a
tropical storm developing in the far eastern Atlantic. He noted it’s rare to even get
a tropical depression in June that far east.
“So if a tropical storm were to develop from
this, it would be something that has never
happened before in history, like adequate
parking at Trader Joe’s.”

Erica Staehling

Ryan Truchelut

photos: WeatherTiger
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3D Printing
Components
Entrepreneurs
DANIEL BAROUSSE,
CHRISTOPHER MONTGOMERY
Company
SLICE
ENGINEERING

Slice Engineering at the UF Innovation / the
Hub in Gainesville was founded by University
of Florida mechanical engineering grad Daniel
Barousse, 32, and Duke University alum Christopher Montgomery, 42. Founded in 2017, it
employs 10 to make 3D printer components.
Annual revenue this year will be from $2.5
million to $3 million. It has four U.S. patents
and more pending. Below is an interview with
Barousse.
Growth: “We typically more than double

every year, which is a pretty wild ride.”

Choosing the Hub as a Base: “When I was
going to undergrad, I lived down the street
from where this is now in what used to be a
real terrible part of town. They started building this beautiful new innovation center. I said
if I ever get the chance, I would love to come
back. There was a broom-closet size space
open here. There were four of us in this little
tiny room. We were bumping each other with
our elbows. We’ve graduated to larger and
larger spaces within the building as time has
gone on.”
Products: “We are an add-on aftermarket
upgrade for the person who has the hobbylevel printer at their house, and then we work
with some 3D printer manufacturers to provide
components for them as well. The 3D printing industry is a little bit unusual in that there
are industrial companies and customers who
are building parts for NASA and the U.S. Navy
and there are also people who have a hobby
3D printer at home and they’re printing a Baby
Yoda head.”

Competition: “There are probably a dozen or
so companies in the world that are in a similar
space. Some of them strictly target the industrial space, and some of them strictly target the
consumer space. We’re one of the few companies that is trying to do both, which makes us
relatively inexpensive on the industrial side and
rather expensive on the consumer side.”
Forte: “We work specifically with thermoplastics. I would say 95% of our products, at least
by revenue, are done in the United States.”
Threat: “Probably our biggest challenge is
there are a bunch of Chinese companies that
are making replicas of our product for a lot
cheaper than what we’re making them for. Of
course, they didn’t have the R&D cost. They
don’t have to pay engineers. They’re manufacturing overseas. Typically, they won’t just
replicate your design. They also steal the copyrighted material off your website. They’ll take
your photos, all your product copy and they will
basically pretend to be you on some platform.”
Pitch for the Industry: “Additive manufacturing is going to be an enabling technology for
reshoring manufacturing and really tightening up our supply chain as a country to make
sure we’re not so reliant on potentially hostile
foreign powers. We’re working with a small
volume manufacturer. They’ve been doing all
their stuff in China. We found a way to make
some of their larger parts with 3D printers
instead. We were able to take the time it took
for them to make a part from 72 hours down to
about 36 hours, and the goal eventually is to
be about 24 hours. They’re able to do in-house
quality control, iterate on the product design
cycle much faster, and they’re able to keep
jobs here. And it’s not a low-paying job.”

Daniel Barousse

Christopher
Montgomery

Slice makes parts
for industrial
customers as well
as the hobbyist
at home making
“a Baby Yoda
head.”
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NORTHWEST

MAP

Florida
BY THE NUMBERS

POPULATION

21.5 million

LABOR FORCE

10.6 million

HOUSEHOLDS

8.8 million

TOTAL EARNINGS

$649.2 billion

TOTAL RETAIL
SALES

What comes to mind when you think of Florida? Blue
skies and sandy beaches? Theme parks and rockets?
Winter without an overcoat? If those are the primary
images you associate with Florida, you wouldn’t be
wrong. You just wouldn’t be completely right. Florida is
all those things … and so much more.

TAMPA BAY

Take a look at our map and imagine yourself and
your business right here, right now. From Naples up to
Jacksonville and from Pensacola down to Miami and
the Florida Keys, this state boasts an intriguing blend of
cutting-edge innovation and kickback style that is second
to none. Sure, you can vacation here, but why not just
move in?
No matter where you choose to put down roots
in Florida, you are never more than 50 miles from a
postsecondary educational institution or 90 miles from a
deep-water port. And it’s safe to assume, you’ll find a golf
course, tennis court, theme park, shopping mall, fishing
hole and/or sandy beach within close proximity too.
Each of Florida’s eight economic development regions is
packed full of business advantages and a superior quality
of life. So, are you ready to take a deeper dive into all
that Florida has to offer? Then turn the page … but do
beware. Selecting a site won’t be hard; narrowing your
choice to just one — now that’s the challenge!

MAP TERESANNE COSSETTA RUSSELL

$402.5 billion

Pick Your Perfect
Place

NORTH CENTRAL
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NORTHEAST

NORTHWEST

C

ATLAN
TI

p.49

EAN
OC

Population
1,496,947
Labor Force
723,192
Households
603,095
Total Earnings
$41.6 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $42,853
Total Retail Sales
$24.2 bil.

NORTH CENTRAL

p.46

Population
Labor Force
Households
Total Earnings
Median Per Capita Income
Total Retail Sales

951,530
409,787
398,417
$19.8 bil.
$36,288
$13.9 bil.

EAST CENTRAL

p.40

EAST CENTRAL

NORTHEAST
Population
Labor Force
Households
Total Earnings
Median Per Capita Income
Total Retail Sales

TAMPA BAY

SOUTH CENTRAL

SOUTHWEST

GULF OF

M
E

SOUTHEAST

p.59
1,794,547
911,781
713,687
$55.3 bil.
$50,928
$31.3 bil.

p.52

Population
3,963,283
Labor Force
1,938,661
Households
1,531,028
Total Earnings
$118.97 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $49,560
Total Retail Sales
$76.59 bil.

SOUTH CENTRAL

p.76

Population
4,887,880
Labor Force
2,410,559
Households
2,052,124
Total Earnings
$136.0 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $48,697
Total Retail Sales
$88.1 bil.

Population
251,927
Labor Force
98,656
Households
106,357
Total Earnings
$4.3 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $33,333
Total Retail Sales
$3.1 bil.

SOUTHWEST

SOUTHEAST

p.70

Population
1,323,421
Labor Force
620,034
Households
575,249
Total Earnings
$34.75 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $55,945
Total Retail Sales
$27.4 bil.

p.64

Population
6,868,652
Labor Force
3,533,189
Households
2,776,674
Total Earnings
$239.2 bil.
Median Per Capita Income $86,927
Total Retail Sales
$137.8 bil.

CO
XI

Sources for key demographics: US Census Bureau, 2020; Labor Market Statistics Center,
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, 2021; State Profile: Florida, Woods & Poole
Economics, 2021 projections.
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East Central

Much of the world knows East Central Florida for its two
most highly visible economic assets: mega theme parks and
real rockets. And while there is no doubt that these industry
sectors are impressive, they alone do not fully represent
this dynamic region. In addition to thrill rides and T-minus
countdowns, East Central boasts a workforce of 1.9 million,
plus four commercial airports, one seaport, a spaceport and
118 miles of Atlantic coastline. In addition to tourism and
aviation/aerospace, East Central is home to thriving technology,
distribution and life sciences sectors too.
● AVIATION /
AEROSPACE

BREVARD
LAKE
ORANGE
OSCEOLA
SEMINOLE
SUMTER
VOLUSIA

1

COMMERCIALLY
LICENSED
SPACEPORT

1

DEEP-WATER
SEAPORT

4 COMMERCIAL
AIRPORTS

14 COLLEGES /
UNIVERSITIES

In May, the U.S. celebrated its historic return
to human spaceflight as two
American astronauts lifted off from
Cape Canaveral for the first time since
NASA retired its shuttles in 2011, aboard a
Falcon 9 rocket built by the privately owned
company SpaceX. Two months later, these
astronauts came back to Earth, and for the
first time, their splashdown took place in
the Gulf of Mexico. In all, Florida hosted 31
successful space launches in 2020, the most
in any single year since 1966.
In 2021, all eyes at NASA are on Artemis,
with the ultimate goal of landing the first
woman and another man on the moon by
2024, a feat that will be accomplished in
three stages: Artemis I, an uncrewed test
flight of NASA’s SLS rocket and its Orion
spacecraft scheduled to take place in 2021;
Artemis II, the first crewed mission with the
goal of positioning Orion, with astronauts
aboard, into orbit around the moon; and
Artemis III, the actual landing of Orion on
the moon in 2024. In April, NASA named
SpaceX its sole contractor for the Artemis
missions.
Many other private companies are at work
supporting the systems and technologies
needed for this industry sector:
• Blue Origin, the rocket company created
by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, is making
plans to expand its manufacturing campus
on Merritt Island by 70 acres as development of the firm’s heavy-lift New Glenn
rocket continues with an anticipated debut
in late 2022.
• Boeing has landed a $916-million
contract extension from NASA to provide
support services for the International Space
Station through 2024. Some of the work will
be performed at Kennedy Space Center.
• Lockheed Martin opened its new
55,000-sq.-ft. Spacecraft Test, Assembly
and Resource (STAR) Center at Kennedy
Space Center in July 2021 to facilitate
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assembly of the Orion capsules that will
carry astronauts back to the moon in NASA’s
Artemis program.
• Melbourne-based L3Harris Technologies
has won a $6-million contract from NASA to
develop advanced weather imaging technology for satellites. Capable of providing
immediate snapshots of potentially dangerous storms approaching Earth, the satellites
are expected to begin orbiting above Earth
in the early 2030s. Meanwhile, in 2020,
despite the pandemic, L3Harris added 450
jobs, bringing its full footprint across Brevard
County to 7,750 employees.
• German air taxi company Lilium Aviation
has announced plans to bring its ondemand, electric air taxi service to Orlando
by 2025 as the firm builds its first U.S.-based
“vertiport” on seven acres in Lake Nona. If
all goes according to plan, consumers will
be able to book Lilium flights from Orlando
to nearly all of Florida’s major cities using a
smartphone app.

KEY PLAYERS: Blue Origin, Kent, Wa.; Boeing, Chicago, Ill.;
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics, Fort Worth, Tex.; SpaceX, Hawthorne, Ca.

Space Perspective, a space tourism company
based at Kennedy Space Center, has begun accepting reservations for the planned launch of its first
passenger-ready space balloon, Neptune One. The
six-hour flights to the edge of space are expected to
begin in 2024.

CLEAN ENERGY
COMMITMENT
OUC is committed to achieving Net Zero CO2 Emissions by
2050, as well as interim goals of 50% CO2 emissions reduction
by 2030 and 75% by 2040. Through our Strategic Commitments,
OUC is proud to be on the path forward to clean energy.

Solar
Power

Energy
Storage

Electrification of
Transportation

Energy
Efficiency

$420 Million

$90 Million

Committed

$30 Million

committed
to solar
technology
by 2030

planned
investment in
energy storage
by 2030

$45 Million
to innovative
EV programs
by 2030

Learn more at ouc.com/crr

planned
investment in
efficiency and
conservation
efforts
by 2030
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● TOURISM
Tourism has been a prominent driver
of East Central Florida’s economy
pretty much from the moment Walt
Disney World came to town 50 years
ago. And every year since the park first
opened here in 1971, Disney’s footprint
and the crowds that are drawn as a
result have swelled. In 2019, one year
before the pandemic struck, Orlando
logged a record 76 million visitors. A
year later, as COVID-19 spread across
the region, visitor counts plummeted
by more than half to a total of 35.3
million in 2020. Ouch! Tourist attractions all across the region that had
been overflowing with visitors the year
before suddenly found themselves
empty. And with no prospect of filling
these spaces up again any time soon,
there was nothing for the big three
— Walt Disney World, Universal and
SeaWorld — to do except shut down
operations in March 2020 … but not for
long. Universal Orlando and SeaWorld
reopened in June with added safety
protocols, and all four of Walt Disney
World’s theme parks were up and running on a limited basis in July.
A little more than a year later,
operations at all three parks are
moving toward normal and some
new attractions are coming back
on line. Sea World Orlando’s longanticipated Ice Breaker, its first new
coaster since Mako debuted in 2016,
is on target to open in February 2022
featuring a 93-foot tall spike banked
at 100 degrees. At Universal Islands
of Adventure, VelociCoaster is finally
open in Jurassic World and, after
an eight-month pause, construction
has resumed on the resort’s highly
anticipated fourth theme park — Epic
Universe.
And with a monumental anniversary to celebrate in 2021, Walt Disney
World is pulling out all the stops for its
return to normalcy. In typical fashion,
the park is not releasing many details
except to say that “The World’s Most
Magical Celebration” — aka, its 50th
anniversary — will kick off on October
1, 2021, and last for 18 months.
While Orlando typically gets the
bulk of tourist attention in Florida’s
East Central region, some uniquely
Florida attractions along this region’s
Atlantic coast that were temporarily closed during the height of the
pandemic have reopened to visitors.
At the Kennedy Space Center Visitor
Complex in Brevard County, all main

Fueling the Business of Tourism
There’s more to Orlando’s tourist industry than the
coasters tourists ride and the cartoon characters visitors
come to meet. There’s a whole industry behind the scenes
here that sustains the magic and keeps the hotel rooms
occupied. And that industry is growing by leaps and
bounds.
In July 2021, Disney announced plans to relocate its
Parks, Experiences and Products division from California
to Florida, creating a regional “campus” in Orlando’s Lake
Nona community to house cast members, Imagineers
and other Disney employees who will bring with them
professional experience in digital technology, finance,
communications, human resources, product development
and more. In all, more than 2,000 high-wage jobs are
expected over the next 18 months.
Also joining this region: Sonesta International Hotels’
new corporate office in the Landmark Center One building overlooking Lake Eola in downtown Orlando. Recently
recognized as the eighth largest hotel company following
its acquisition of Red Lion Hotels Corporation in March
2021, Sonesta plans to employ 100 at its new property.

attractions, including the IMAX
Theater, Shuttle Launch Experience
and Universe Theater, are open, however, face coverings are still required in
all indoor locations.
Just up the coast in Volusia County,
is Daytona Beach. Attractions here
include the iconic beach itself, on
which limited numbers of cars can
drive during certain hours and in
specified areas for a fee; there is no
cost for pedestrians or bicyclists to
access the beach and as long as you’re
outside, no masks required. Over at
Daytona International Speedway,
famous for NASCAR’s Daytona 500
race, limits on the number of spectators due to fears about the spread
of COVID-19 are beginning to ease.
In late August 2021, for the first time
in a year, fans were welcomed back
on the field for pre-race ceremonies
ahead of the Coke Zero Sugar 400.
Indoors, however, face masks remain
mandatory.
KEY PLAYERS: Kennedy Space Center Visitor
Complex, Merritt Island; SeaWorld Orlando, Orlando;
Universal Orlando Resorts, Orlando; Walt Disney World,
Orlando

● INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY
To think of Orlando as a great
place to vacation is never wrong. It’s
just not completely right. In addition
to all those thrill rides, water slides
and Cinderella’s castle, Orlando is
widely known as one of the nation’s
top metros for STEM growth. And
on WalletHub’s list of “Best Cities for
STEM Jobs 2021,” Orlando is among
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the top 20.
Ranked No. 77 on U.S. News &
World Report’s “Top Public Schools
2021,” UCF is actively seeking to carve
out a place among the nation’s 50
best public research universities and
it is making good progress, steadily
increasing its research activity over
the past decade. In 2020, University
of Central Florida received more than
$204.5 million in research funding,
up 53.3% from $133.4 million in 2010.
Patent production is on the rise,
too. Among the Top 100 worldwide
universities granted U.S. utility patents
in 2020, UCF ranked No. 60 with a
total of 46 patents, two more than the
previous year.
• Optical sensor manufacturer
Ocean Insight is expanding in Orlando,
investing $4 million in a new corporate headquarters and planning to
create 100 new jobs over the next
three years. Customized for maximum
manufacturing efficiency, the 52,000sq.-ft. space includes built-in safety
features such as shields and partitions
to separate workstations.
• 3D Media, a cutting-edge augmented and virtual reality immersive
training technology company, has
joined UCF’s Business Incubator in
the Research Park Innovation District
with plans to add 25 high-wage jobs
in Orlando. Previously located in
Thibodaux, La., 3D President Megan
Roy chose to expand in Orlando for
better access to military simulation
and training commands and to take
advantage of the robust modeling

● LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION
East Central Florida is fortunate
to have vibrant industry sectors like
tourism, aviation, technology and life
sciences. But it is the fifth industry
sector that may matter most. Logistics
and transportation — the easy movement of people and products into, out of
and all across these seven counties. Four
primary modes of transportation — air,

sea, rail and road — keep East Central
industries humming.
Air
East Central Florida boasts four international airports: Orlando International;
Orlando Sanford; Melbourne Orlando
International; and Daytona Beach. Despite
the pandemic, Orlando International
remained Florida’s busiest airport with
a total of 29.1 million travelers moving

and simulation talent pool available
through UCF and Full Sail University.
• Red 6, a high-tech fighter jet
training firm, has opened a technology hub in Orlando as part of a plan
to relocate all of its operations from
California to Florida. The defense
startup firm plans to also relocate
its headquarters from Santa Monica
to Miami.
• Microvast, a Texas-based company that makes fast-charging lithium ion batteries for electric cars, is
seeking to expand its research and
development operations in Orlando.
The company has participated in
the University of Central Florida’s
incubator program since 2017.
• In preparation for the opening
of a new Advanced Technology
& Manufacturing Center in April
2022, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University is adding 10,000 square
feet of production space at its
research park in Daytona Beach.
Half of the space will be occupied by WeatherFlow-Tempest,
a company focused on weather
observation, modeling and forecast
technology.
• Global professional services
firm KPMG has announced its intent
to bring 350 new jobs to its new
“Capability Center” in Lake Nona.
This marks KPMG’s second major
expansion in Orlando, just one year
after opening the facility.
KEY PLAYERS: Electronic Arts, Redwood
City, Ca.; Stax by fattmerchant, Orlando; SemTech IT
Solutions, Longwood
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through in 2020. That sounds like a
worthy accomplishment but, due to
the pandemic, international traffic was
down 57%. And domestic travel, with
26 million passengers, declined 39%. In
neighboring Seminole County, Orlando
Sanford International Airport recorded
losses too — just 1.5 million passengers
in 2020 compared to 3.3 million the
year before.
A $60-million upgrade at Orlando
Sanford International, that includes an
expanded ticketing area, state-of-theart technology, four new gates and a
new baggage claims area, is up and
running. And at Orlando International,
the new South Terminal is taking shape
with 15 gates, an automated baggage
system and a TSA checkpoint featuring facial recognition technology and
iris scans for international arrivals
and departures. The new terminal will
be truly multi-modal with a six-level
parking garage and a train station to
accommodate the high-speed Brightline
trains that are scheduled to begin
service in late 2022.
Sea
Over on the Atlantic Coast, it seemed
as though Port Canaveral was poised
for another banner year. The world’s
second busiest cruise port had logged
a record 4.6 million multi-day passengers in 2019 and, at $110 million, total
port revenue was up 6%. Canaveral’s
future was looking great … until
COVID-19 and what had been a thriving
industry in East Central Florida — to put
it bluntly — pretty much tanked.
Cruising returned to Port Canaveral
on July 31, 2021, with the debut of
Carnival’s new ship Mardi Gras. By midAugust, another three ships had sailed
from Canaveral’s shores, with several
more on tap, 2022 is shaping up to be
a banner year for cruising. In fact, the
port is projecting $85.1 million in cruise
revenue for the fiscal period beginning
Oct. 1, 2021, and ending Sept. 30, 2022,
well ahead of FY 2019’s record $81.9
million.
Rail
Elsewhere, in railroad news, construction is finally underway on the
long-anticipated “Phase 2 Northern
Expansion,” an extension of SunRail out
of Orlando to include one new commuter SunRail station at DeLand and
approximately 12 miles of expanded
commuter rail service between the
DeBary Station and the DeLand Amtrak
Station in Volusia County. The project is
expected to open by summer 2024.

Carnival’s new ship
Mardi Gras

Roads
As Floridians quarantined at home
in 2020, I-4 Ultimate, the $2.3-billion,
21-mile construction project begun
in 2015 in Orlando, made significant
progress. With fewer cars on the
roads, crews accelerated construction
on a dozen sites, and for the first time
since I-4 opened in the 1960s, drivers
were traveling on brand new pavement across 21 miles in Orange and
Seminole counties. General use lanes
are now pretty well complete, and
the managed lanes that will provide
more driver options and reduce peak
congestion could open by the end of
2021.

● LIFE SCIENCES /
HEALTH CARE
AdventHealth Orlando retained its
position as Florida’s No. 3 best hospital for another year with top 40 rankings in three specialties on U.S. News
& World Report’s “Best Hospitals
2021-22”: diabetes & endocrinology
(No. 40); neurology & neurosurgery
(No. 47); and gastroenterology & GI
surgery (No. 48). Headquartered in
Altamonte Springs, AdventHealth
operates more than a dozen hospitals
across Florida’s East Central region.
Its Orlando-based pediatric hospital
— AdventHealth for Children — was
also recognized by U.S. News &
World Report with a No. 35 nationwide ranking in neonatology. In May
2021, AdventHealth Fish Memorial in
Orange City opened its new patient
tower with 72 beds, an intensive care
unit and “The Baby Place,” providing
expanded obstetric services in west
Volusia County.
Orlando Health’s Orlando Regional
Medical Center moved up a notch to
No. 8 in U.S. News & World Report’s
“Best Florida Hospitals 2021-22”
rankings. Its Arnold Palmer Hospital
for Children earned top 50 scores in
five pediatric specialties: pediatric
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diabetes & endocrinology (No. 29);
pediatric cardiology & heart surgery
(No. 40); pediatric orthopedics (No.
48); pediatric urology (No. 49); and
neonatology (No. 50).
With the acquisition of Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg in October
2020 and the opening of the new
Orlando Health Horizon West Hospital
in Winter Garden in January 2021,
Orlando Health’s roster of whollyowned hospitals in central Florida has
risen to 10.
Elsewhere in the region:
UCF Lake Nona Medical Center
opened in March 2021, providing fullservice health care to Lake Nona and
surrounding communities. Located
adjacent to the UCF College of
Medicine, the 64-bed facility expects
to serve 17,000 patients in its first year
of operation.
The rehabilitation category of the
health care sector in Florida’s East
Central region is getting a boost:
• Jacksonville-based Brooks
Rehabilitation plans to begin construction of a 60-bed hospital in Lake Nona
in late 2021.
• Encompass Health, based in
Birmingham, Ala., plans to build a
rehabilitation hospital in two stages —
a 50-bed first phase, to be followed by
a 30-bed addition at a site just outside
Kissimmee.
Healthcare solutions company
InnovaCare Health is moving its headquarters from White Plains, N.Y., to
Orlando’s Lake Nona Medical City with
the expectation of creating 60 new,
high-paying jobs. A national leader
in integrated and value-based health
care services, InnovaCare is known
for providing practice management
solutions and coordinated patientprovider engagement.
TogetherHealth, an insurance technology company, is opening a new
office in Lake Mary with the expectation of hiring 300 new employees over
the next three years.

LIFE & LEISURE
No. 1 Again
Oops, we did it again … According to census data
released in August 2021, The Villages in Sumter
County is once again the fastest growing metropolitan statistical area in the U.S. According to the
latest Census Bureau data, The Villages has added
another 36,332 residents since 2010 and here’s a new
twist — opening the gates to millennials. Community
developers are pushing for a charter change to create
designated living areas within The Village of West
Lake for younger people who work in the community.
Naturally Appealing
If the pandemic has taught us anything, it’s this:
Mother Nature can be a good source of entertainment. With 118 miles of Atlantic coastline, including
Canaveral National Seashore, and the nearly 1,000
inland bodies of water, there’s plenty to see and do
in Florida’s East Central region. Pay a visit to the bald
eagles, armadillos and otters residing at Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge who are so laid-back, they
barely notice the ground shake when a rocket lifts off
at Kennedy Space Center just next door. Take a walk
in the sand at sunrise — Daytona and Cocoa are good
beach options. Find a river with a tongue-twisting
name like Ocklawaha or Withlacoochee, or just ditch
civilization altogether and take a walk in the woods.

● EDUCATION
Boasting an enrollment exceeding
67,000, Orlando-based University of
Central Florida offers more than 230
different degrees, including, for the
first time this fall, an MS in Themed
Experience. Designed in cooperation
with leaders from Disney, Universal
and the Orlando Magic, this degree
program aims to prepare students
for careers as art directors, show producers, designers and other creative
roles in the entertainment industry.
Ranked No. 77 among “Top Public
Schools” by U.S. News & World

Van Gogh: The Immersive Experience, a digital art exhibit that
lets patrons step inside Vincent Van Gogh’s iconic works of art, is
coming to Orlando as part of its North American tour in October.
Paddle a Kayak
But not just on any old stream. Brevard Zoo in
Melbourne offers guided kayaking tours around animal
exhibits. You can follow a guide through Expedition
Africa where you might see a giraffe or a ring-tailed
lemur, or you can head off on your own. Also in
Melbourne: Treetop Trek aerial adventures will have you
zipping through acres of lush Florida landscapes!

Report in 2021, UCF receives high
marks for its affordability and wide
range of innovative programs and
was named the No. 16 most innovative university in the nation — ahead
of Harvard and Princeton — by U.S.
News & World Report.
Elsewhere in this region, three
private universities continue to earn
accolades from U.S. News & World
Report. Named to its 2021 list of
“Best Regional Universities South”
are Rollins College in Winter Park
(No. 1), which recently opened its
new Lakeside Neighborhood student

Workforce Training: Ramping Up
To help meet the demand for skilled
talent, Valencia College is ramping
up its short-term training and degree
programs. In 2020, 425 students
participated in Valencia’s Accelerated
Skills Training Programs, which provide
hands-on training in medical assisting,
welding, carpentry, core construction
skills, warehouse operations and
more. Over the course of the training,
students earned nearly 1,500 certifications, resulting in a completion rate of
95% and a job placement rate of 81%. To accommodate these programs, Valencia opened
facilities on its campuses in Kissimmee and downtown Orlando and is planning to add a site
at its east Orlando campus.

residential community on the shores
of Lake Virginia featuring a 250,000sq.-ft. dormitory; Stetson University
in DeLand (No. 4) and Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University in Daytona
Beach (No. 9). Embry-Riddle was
also singled out for its online
courses: No. 1 Best Online Bachelor’s
Programs; No. 1 Best Online
Bachelor’s Programs for Veterans;
and No. 7 Best Online Bachelor’s in
Business Programs.
And on the high school level:
Three East Central schools were
named among the nation’s top 300
on U.S. News & World Report’s list of
“Best U.S. High Schools 2021”: West
Shore Junior/Senior High School in
Melbourne; Edgewood Junior/Senior
High School in Merritt Island; and
Osceola County School of the Arts in
Kissimmee.
The School District of Osceola
County has begun offering a high
school class to students interested
in a cybersecurity career. Titled
cyber-security essentials, the course
was designed by Cyber Florida and
USF’s Florida Center for Instructional
Technology and is available to school
districts throughout the state along
with teacher training and free access
to Florida CyberHub, a cloud-based
resource providing cybersecurity
software tools and training.
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UNIVERSITIES

North Central is one of Florida’s
strongest economic development
regions … and with good reason.
Home to the University of Florida,
the nation’s 6th top-ranked public
university and 11th most prolific
patent earner in the world, North
Central is a natural magnet for talent.
Many of the young men and women
who first came here as students
grow to like this place so much, they
put down permanent roots, becoming
homeowners, employees and entrepreneurs.
For companies with customers and suppliers
spread far and wide, North Central offers
seamless road and rail connections throughout the
Southeastern U.S., as well as ready access to two of
Florida’s busiest deep-water ports.
● INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY
Much of the innovation taking place in
Florida’s North Central region is rooted
at the University of Florida. In FY2020,
despite a two-month pause in most
research activities due to the pandemic, UF
research spending rose to a record $942.2
million, according to the National Science
Foundation. Spending on projects supported by the federal government increased
to $397.2 million; state and local expenditures rose to $169.2 million.
University of Florida faculty earned $861
million in research awards in FY2021, the
bulk of which — $602 million — came from
the federal government. Primary UF recipients of the awards included the College
of Medicine in Gainesville; the Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences; the Herbert
Wertheim College
of Engineering;
Gainesville-based Carbonxt
and the College of
continues its work to protect
Liberal Arts and
aquatic wildlife by removing
Sciences.
And helping
the phosphates that are a major
innovators move
contributor to the growth of
their discoveries
algae in Florida’s waterways.
from conception
The company’s HydRestor
to commercialsystem, which is currently in the
ization are two
pilot phase, received a $5,000
UF-supported
prize in 2020 as part of the
incubators — The
Department of Energy’s “Water
Hub, in downtown
Gainesville, and
Security Grand Challenge.”
Sid Martin Biotech
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in nearby Alachua.
In other tech news:
• UF has begun constructing its 263,000sq.-ft. Malachowsky Hall for Data Science
& Information Technology, which aims to
foster collaboration by connecting students and researchers across disciplines.
Anticipated opening: April 2023.
• The University of Florida’s new supercomputer — HiPerGator AI — which began
running in January 2021 is getting great
reviews. Top500, which ranks high-power
computing systems worldwide, named it
the nation’s No. 1 most energy efficient
computer.
• Ology Bioservices, Alachua-based
developer of vaccines, antibodies and
viral products, has received nearly $200
million in contract awards to support the
U.S. Department of Defense’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, Ology
is constructing a 43,000-sq.-ft. facility
adjacent to its headquarters and will hire
130-150 employees.
• Concept Companies, a national
real estate development firm based in
Gainesville, plans to build Momentum Labs in
the city of Alachua with the goal of providing fully furnished and equipped laboratories
for biotech companies in the early stages of
development. Construction of a 50,000-sq.ft. facility is expected in late 2021.
KEY PLAYERS: Axogen, Alachua; ELISA Technologies,
Gainesville; Exactech, Gainesville; Ology Bioservices, Alachua;
ThermoFisher Scientific, Alachua

San Felasco Tech City continues
to sign leases at its 82-acre
mixed-use development in Alachua.
NovApproach Spine, a developer
of spinal surgery technology, has
committed to siting its headquarters
here, and Clearikon, a company
that creates health and healing
products for humans and animals,
plans to open a distribution center.
And coming soon: Chapters Health
System, opening a 3,800-sq.-ft.
office to serve as a base for its
North Florida operations.

facility at the Airport Industrial Park
north of Gainesville Regional Airport.
Fast forward to 2021: Red Rock has
announced plans to build a second
and even bigger distribution center
next door — the 1,085,280-sq.-ft.
Florida Crossroads Logistics Phase II
— with an estimated completion date
of mid-2021.

● LOGISTICS &
DISTRIBUTION
Companies looking to grow their
logistics and distribution capabilities
will find much to like about North
Central Florida. I-75 bisects the
region on its way north from Miami
to Atlanta, and Gainesville is the
halfway point. Another hour to the
north, at Lake City, is I-10, providing
ready access east to Jacksonville and
west through Pensacola and on to
New Orleans. Also in reasonably close
proximity: JaxPort (80 miles to the
northeast) and Port Tampa Bay (130
miles to the south).
FedEx was among the first to take
advantage of this region’s ready
accessibility by opening a distribution center at Ocala/Marion County
Commerce Park just off I-75 in 2016,
followed by a 10,000-sq.-ft. delivery
center two years later. Then along
came AutoZone with a 400,000-sq.ft. distribution facility to serve 290+
retail stores throughout Florida and
Puerto Rico, followed by online pet
products retailer Chewy.com with a
600,000-sq.-ft. distribution center.
Subsequently, North Carolina-based
Red Rock Developments built the
617,000-sq.-ft. Florida Crossroads
Logistics Center in Ocala where
e-commerce giant Amazon was
quick to settle in. And in Gainesville,
Amazon operates a delivery station
with 50 employees and there’s a new
42,000-sq.-ft. FedEx distribution

KEY PLAYERS: Amazon, Seattle, Wa.; Chewy.com,
Dania Beach; Dollar Tree, Charlotte, N.C.; FedEx Ground,
Coraopolis, Pa.

● MANUFACTURING
Goods manufactured in Florida’s
North Central region include everything from medical equipment and
supplies, industrial chemicals, and
HVAC air control devices to fire
trucks, decorative fences and stackable potato chips. And according to
a recent survey to assess the state
of manufacturing in Florida, Ocala’s
manufacturing industry registered the
fastest rate of growth among all metro
areas in Florida.
Among recent developments in this
sector:
• Lockheed Martin’s Ocala
Operations facility is the recipient of
a $49-million contract from the U.S.
Navy for the production of components used in its F/A-18 infrared
search and tracking system. Lockheed
Martin’s Ocala Operations facility is
a 393,000-sq.-ft. system assembly and
high-rate production site for Lockheed
Martin Missiles and Fire Control (MFC).
• The Georgia-Pacific Foley
Cellulose Mill near Perry has returned
to full operation and rehired some
70 positions, after idling two of three
production lines and cutting its workforce by 30% during the pandemic. GP
Foley is Taylor County’s largest private
employer.
• Signature Brands, the maker
of Easter egg coloring kits, cake
decorations and popcorn-filled gift

tins, continues to grow its presence in
Marion County with plans to build a
200,000-sq.-ft. warehouse on 16 acres
near Ocala International Airport.
• Ocala-based fire apparatus
manufacturer E-ONE has expanded
its reach into Tennessee as its
former dealer, Mid-South Emergency
Equipment, is acquired by Safe
Industries, which serves the fire
service and industrial markets in the
Carolinas and Tennessee. E-ONE is a
leading manufacturer of emergency
vehicles, rescue trucks and custom fire
apparatus.
KEY PLAYERS: E-ONE, Ocala; Georgia Pacific
Foley, Perry; Lockheed Martin, Bethesda, Md.; R & J
Manufacturing, Gainesville; Signature Brands, Ocala;
Stahl-Meyer Foods, Madison

● RENEWABLE ENERGY
With plenty of sunshine and wideopen spaces, North Central Florida
continues to draw interest in solar
energy development.
Duke Energy Florida opened its first
North Central universal solar plant
— the Perry Solar Facility in Taylor
County — in October 2016. Four years
later, at another North Central site —
Columbia Solar Power Plant in Fort
White — workers would install Duke’s
one millionth solar panel in Florida.
Between 2016 and 2021, Duke has
constructed solar power plants in five
North Central counties — Columbia,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Suwanee and
Taylor — and it’s not finished yet.
In July 2021, Duke announced
plans to build four new solar sites in
Florida, three of which will be located
in Florida’s North Central region:
the Hildreth Solar Power Plant on
635 acres in Suwanee County; the
Hardeetown Solar Power Plant on 650
acres in Levy County; and the High
Springs Solar Power Plant on 700
acres in Alachua County.
Meanwhile, on the other side of
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Walk on the Wild Side
North Central’s 13 counties offer tons of outdoor
recreational options. This part of Florida is famous for
its natural springs, and you can enjoy them without
getting wet aboard a glass-bottom boat at Florida’s
oldest tourist attraction, Silver Springs in Ocala. And
while you’re in the neighborhood, check out the
amenities at Florida’s newest state park, Gilchrist Blue
Springs or take a hike in the Ocala National Forest, but
do keep a sharp eye out — this is black bear country!
And by all means, catch a glimpse of old Florida with
a stop along the Gulf Coast in Cedar Key. Just be sure
to save room for a bowl of the award-winning clam
chowder at Tony’s. It’s worth the drive!
Enjoy Urban Delights
Gainesville gets high marks as a great college town,
but with so much to see and do on and off campus it’s
also a good place to settle down. Sites of interest on
the UF campus include the Florida Museum of Natural
History where general admission is free, but the
Butterfly Rainforest is not. Don’t miss it or the Samuel

the state, Florida’s largest generator
of solar energy — Juno Beach-based
Florida Power & Light Co. — has surpassed the 40% mark in its “30-by-30”
plan to install 30 million solar panels
by 2030. Of its three dozen solar
facilities currently operating across
the Sunshine State, two are in Florida’s
North Central Region: Horizon Solar
Energy Center, which opened in
2018 to serve Alachua and Putnam
counties, and Sunshine Gateway Solar
Energy Center located in Columbia
County. And coming to this region
from FPL: Union Springs Solar Energy
Center, the first facility of its kind in
North Central’s Union County.
KEY PLAYERS: Duke Energy, Charlotte, N.C.;
Florida Power & Light Co., Juno Beach

● EDUCATION
The jewel in North Central’s
educational crown remains, as
always, the University of Florida. One
of three designated “Preeminent
State Research Universities” by the
Florida Board of Governors and No.
7 nationwide in 2020-21 for most
Fulbright U.S. scholars, UF is both a
catalyst for research and economic
development and a superior source
of distance learning. In its 2021 “Best
Online Bachelor’s Programs” category,
U.S. News & World Report awarded
the No. 3 position to the University
of Florida. UF Online also earned
the No. 2 for “Best Online Bachelor’s

In 1999, North Central’s Marion County was officially
named “Horse Capital of the World” … and no wonder.
At just 1,663 square miles, Marion boasts more horses and
ponies than any other place in America. Some 35,000+
thoroughbreds make their homes here. Visitors are welcome at
the Ocala World Equestrian Center, which features indoor and
outdoor arenas and events as well as a newly opened hotel —
The Equestrian — with 248 rooms, a spa and two restaurants
overlooking it all.
P. Harn Museum of Art just next door. Also of interest in and around Gainesville: the Cade Museum for
Creativity & Invention; the Santa Fe College Teaching
Zoo; and 15 minutes to the south of Gainesville, the
town of Micanopy, Florida’s self-proclaimed antiques
capital with dozens of shops to explore.

Program for Veterans” and the No. 1
for “Best Online Bachelor’s in Business
Programs.”
UF is a stand-out in traditional
learning methods, too. In 2020, a
survey by U.S. News & World Report
put the University of Florida’s graduate schools among the state’s best
in seven categories: Law (No. 21);
Education (No. 23); Business (No.
26); Doctor of Nursing Practice (No.
36); Research Medicine (No. 36);
Engineering (No. 45); and Primary
Care Medicine (No. 51).
Other facilities serving this region’s
higher educational needs include:
• Central College of Florida offering
associates and bachelor’s degrees
at its main campus in Ocala and at
satellite campuses in Levy and Citrus
counties.
• Florida Gateway College in Lake
City, providing 60+ programs ranging from bachelor’s and associates
degrees in the humanities, business,
education and health sciences to single-semester occupational certificates
that train students in high-demand
occupations such as welding, fire
fighting, commercial heating and air
conditioning, cosmetology, practical
nursing and phlebotomy.
• North Florida College with
campuses in Madison and Live Oak
offering a B.S. in nursing, Associate
in Arts transfer degree, Associate in
Science degree as well as certificate
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programs in more than 15 specialty
occupations.
• Santa Fe College in Gainesville,
known for its teaching zoo and
offering nine bachelor’s degrees in
addition to associate degrees and
certificates in 13 broad areas of study.

● HEALTH CARE
Out of the 5,000 total hospitals
assessed in any given year, UF Health
Shands Hospital in Gainesville was
named No. 2 best in Florida, earning
Top 50 rankings in six specialties: ear,
nose & throat (No. 32); urology (No.
32); pulmonology & lung surgery (No.
37); geriatrics (No. 42); gynecology
(No. 45); and cardiology and heart
surgery (No. 50.). And what’s even
more impressive, its sister facility —
UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital
— earned Top 50 rankings in eight
pediatric specialties, including a No. 7
in cardiology and heart surgery; a No.
12 in diabetes & endocrinology; and a
No. 21 in pulmonology & lung surgery.
Also making news:
• North Florida Regional Medical
Center in Gainesville opened its new
Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU) in April 2021. Elevation from
Level II to Level III — the second highest designation available for a NICU
— deepens NFRMC’s ability to care
for the smallest and sickest infants
born in North Central Florida.

Regional
Round-Ups

NORTHWEST

Northwest

There’s a lot to like about
Florida’s Northwest,
especially if you’re
looking for the
right place to site a
business. This region
offers plenty of room
to grow and a ready
pool of highly proficient
workers — many of
whom honed their skills
in the military and, at
retirement, elected to join
one of the many aviation,
technology and logistics firms
clustered here. And if that’s not
enough to pique your interest,
consider this: Northwest Florida is just
a darn pretty place to live. Imagine gazing
out on a 150-mile stretch of uninterrupted
sugar white sand along the bright blue Gulf of
Mexico every day. Would you really want to live and work
somewhere else?

TOP PHOTO: DAG ARCHITECTS

● AVIATION & DEFENSE
Florida’s Northwest is home to
eight military installations, including
NAS Pensacola, NAS Whiting Field,
Hurlburt Field, Eglin AFB and Tyndall
AFB, which together account for
some 56,000 military and civilian
jobs. Adding to these are the many
thousands more jobs generated by
privately owned aerospace manufacturers, aircraft maintenance firms and
defense contractors that have also
chosen to cluster here.
Anticipated developments in this
industry sector include:
•Continuing construction on ST
Engineering’s aircraft maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO) facilities
at Pensacola International Airport.
The 177,000-sq.-ft. Hangar 2 is due
for completion in September 2022
with hangars 3 and 4 to follow by
June 2024.
•Delivery of 31 TH-73A helicopters by Leonardo Helicopters US
to Naval Air Station Whiting Field
before the end of 2021 as part of its

commitment to replace the Navy’s
aging helicopter fleet over four years.
Plans call for Leonardo to move its
headquarters and support center to
Whiting Aviation Park over the next
few years.
KEY PLAYERS: BAE Systems, Famborough,
U.K.; The Boeing Company, Chicago, Ill.; Leonardo
Helicopters US, Philadelphia, Pa.; ST Engineering,
Singapore
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Tyndall Air Force Base is
deploying four-legged robots
around the base’s perimeter as
a security measure. The robots
will be the first of their kind to
operate at any Department of
Defense installation. Faintly
resembling canines, each costs
between $100,000 - $250,000,
weighs 100 pounds and can
be programmed to operate
autonomously around the base.
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● INNOVATION &
TECHNOLOGY

Port of Pensacola

● LOGISTICS & DISTRIBUTION
One of the best reasons for choosing a site in Florida’s Northwest is
its shape — a panhandle 200 miles
long and 50 to 100 miles wide with
Alabama and Georgia easily accessible
to the north, the Gulf of Mexico to the
south and four commercial airports in
between. And with I-10 bisecting the
region from east to west, connections
to I-65, I-75 and I-95 as well as Class 1
CSX and Norfolk Southern are within
easy reach.
Despite the challenges presented
by COVID-19, Northwest Florida’s
maritime ports continue to grow. At
Port Panama City, revenue is up by
8%, mostly due to robust growth in
exports of wood pellets manufactured
in Cottondale by Maryland-based
Enviva Partners; talks are underway to
expand the current contract. And at
the Port of Pensacola, total tonnage
has increased by 110.6% over the
last 12 months, while the number of
vessels docking is up 47.5%. Here too,
work continues on the conversion of
a freighter from cargo ship to landing
platform for Blue Origin’s “returnable”
rocket boosters.
Distribution facilities are beginning
to cluster here too:
• Birmingham, Ala.-based CocaCola United, the third largest bottler
of Coca-Cola products in the U.S., will
site a 24,000-sq.-ft. sales and distribution facility in Panama City with 80
employees anticipated.
• Amazon plans to locate two new
facilities in Florida’s Northwest: a
630,000-sq.-ft. robotics distribution

and fulfillment center in Leon County
and a last-mile delivery site in
Marianna.
• Veteran-owned pharmaceutical
and medical device company Lovell
Government Services plans to build a
100,000-sq.-ft. distribution facility in
the Santa Rosa County Industrial Park.
KEY PLAYERS: Eastern Shipbuilding, Panama
City; FedEx Ground, Defuniak Springs; Goldring Gulf
Distributing, Milton

● MANUFACTURING
Two manufacturing firms in
Florida’s Northwest are growing to
meet increased demand due to the
coronavirus pandemic:
• Catalyst Fabric Solutions, maker
of bed furnishings, towels and other
home décor items, has added 125 jobs
in Marianna after receiving FDA certification to produce isolation gowns
for health care workers.
• American Elite Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) is manufacturing “melt blown polypropylene,”
the critical filter medium used in
medical grade face masks and gowns,
at its newly opened 14,000-sq.-ft.
facility in Fort Walton Beach.
Also in this sector: Danfoss
Turbocor, maker of oil-free, energyefficient centrifugal compressors
for air-conditioning, heating and
refrigeration systems, is adding up to
90,000-sq.-ft. and more than 235 new
manufacturing and research jobs at its
Tallahassee plant.
KEY PLAYERS: American Elite Molding,
Crestview; Danfoss Turbocor, Tallahassee; GE Oil & Gas,
Pensacola
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Northwest Florida continues to
grow its reputation as a leader in
cybersecurity research, workforce
education and professional training.
At the forefront of this effort
is the University of West Florida,
which in addition to offering
cybersecurity degree programs and
certificates across multiple disciplines is designated by the National
Security Agency and Department of
Homeland Security as the “Southeast
Centers of Academic Excellence in
Cybersecurity Regional Hub.”
In October 2020, UWF received
a $6-million grant from the U.S.
National Security Agency to lead
10 institutions designated as
National Centers of Excellence in
Cybersecurity to address the critical
nationwide shortage of qualified
cybersecurity professionals. The
UWF-led team, which includes
Florida International University and
the University of South Florida,
focuses specifically on recruiting,
preparing and placing former military
and first responders into cybersecurity positions in critical infrastructure
sectors, as well as personnel from
the financial services, defense and
energy sectors.
Elsewhere in the region:
• Florida State University has
broken ground near Innovation Park
on its 116,000-sq.-ft. Interdisciplinary
Research and Commercialization
Building, which aims to move the
field of material sciences forward as
researchers from chemistry, physics,
engineering and other scientific disciplines work together to create and
advance new materials. Estimated
opening: 2024.
• A team of 19 engineering students from Escambia High School in
Pensacola captured NASA’s prestigious “Neil Armstrong Best Design
Award 2020” for their construction
of a compact, lightweight, two-person rover. The annual competition,
which typically takes place on the
punishing Rover Challenge course at
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center
in Huntsville, Ala., was held virtually
this year and drew 111 teams from 27
states and 11 countries.
KEY PLAYERS: AppRiver, Gulf Breeze;
Bit-Wizards, Fort Walton Beach; Digital Boardwalk,
Pensacola; Inspired Technologies, Tallahassee

● RENEWABLE ENERGY

● HEALTH CARE

LIFE & LEISURE

Florida’s largest utility — Florida
Power & Light Co. — is expanding
solar energy production in Northwest
Florida. Along with its partner,
Pensacola-based Gulf Power, FPL
plans eight solar sites across the
region.
Blue Indigo Solar Energy Center
began operations in Jackson County
on April 1, 2020, and coming at the
end of 2021 are Cotton Creek Energy
Center in Escambia County and
Blue Springs Solar Energy Center in
Jackson County. Still in the very early
stages of development are: Chipola
River Solar Center and Flowers Creek
Solar Center in Calhoun; First Solar
Center in Escambia; Apalachee Solar
Center in Jackson; and Blackwater
River Solar Center in Santa Rosa.
Duke Energy, which serves eight
counties in Northwest Florida, plans
to build its Bay Ranch Solar Power
Plant on 654 acres in Bay County.
Estimated completion: December
2022.

Easy access to quality health care
is more important than ever these
days, and in Florida’s Northwest,
health care systems are growing in
size and capability to better provide
it.
Construction is underway on
Baptist Health Care’s new $615-million hospital campus in Pensacola.
The largest single investment in a
life sciences facility in Northwest
Florida history, the development will
consist of three primary structures:
a 602,000-sq.-ft. acute care hospital; a 178,000-sq.-ft. medical office
building for outpatient services; and
a 90-bed behavioral unit for adults
and children/youth needing inpatient
care.
Ascension Sacred Heart’s $85-million, 126-bed Studer Family Children’s
Hospital in Pensacola continues to
grow with a pediatric intensive care
unit that includes an operating room
designed specifically for pediatric
surgeries, and the Bear Family
Foundation Pediatric Oncology
Center for Hope. Ascension’s Studer
Family Children’s Hospital is the
only dedicated children’s hospital in
Northwest Florida.
Construction has begun on a
$30-million health center in central
Bay County. Developed by PanCare
of Florida, the project is expected
to serve several thousand uninsured
Northwest Florida residents with
conditions pertaining to gastroenterology, cardiology, radiology and
ophthalmology. The medical complex
will offer gynecology and mammography services, a pharmacy and a
laboratory and will serve as a special
needs shelter in emergencies.
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
in Okaloosa County has advanced
cardiac care in Northwest Florida
with the successful completion
of two transcatheter aortic valve
replacement (TAVR) patient procedures. TAVR surgery replaces a
narrowed aortic valve that fails to
open fully, a condition known as
aortic valve stenosis which limits
blood flow. Unlike past procedures
which required open-heart surgery to
repair an aortic valve, TAVR typically
takes about two hours, and most
patients can go home the next day.
FWBMC is the first health care facility
in the three-county central Gulf Coast
region to offer the TAVR procedure.

Come Live Where Life’s a Beach
… and you’ll find three of the best
on barrier islands at state parks in
Florida’s Northwest. Moving along
the panhandle from west to east,
check out Henderson Beach State
Park in Okaloosa County, No. 13 on
Trip Advisor’s 2021 list of top U.S.
beaches; Grayton Beach State Park
in Walton County, 2020’s No. 1 choice
by Dr. Stephen P. Leatherman (aka Dr.
Beach); and St. George Island State
Park, another Dr. Leatherman pick at
No. 4 in 2021. All three boast crystalclear water and sugary white sand by
day, and by night, spectacular views of
Jupiter, Saturn and, if you’re lucky, the
International Space Station making its
orbit around Earth.

KEY PLAYERS: Duke Energy, Charlotte, N.C.;
Florida Power & Light Co., Juno Beach; Gulf Power,
Pensacola

● EDUCATION
Northwest Florida is home to
three of Florida’s 12 public universities, and they all secured a ranking in U.S. News & World Report’s
“Best Colleges 2022”: University of
West Florida, No. 36; Florida State
University, No. 58; and Florida A&M,
No. 241. In addition, Florida A&M was
ranked No. 3 among the nation’s top
“Historically Black Colleges” by Niche
in 2022, and Florida State was named
No. 11 “Best Value College 2021” by
The Princeton Review.
Across the region, state colleges
were busy adding new facilities and
programs:
• Pensacola State College opened
its Baars Technology Building in
April 2021. The 23,839-sq.-ft. facility
is home to PSC’s STEM programs
including cybersecurity, mathematics
and computer science.
• Northwest Florida State College
has received $7 million from Triumph
Gulf Coast to fund its Aviation Center
of Excellence. Over the next decade,
the college estimates it will graduate more than 300 FAA-certified
airframe technicians and more than
120 pilots.

So Much to See and Do
Venture a few miles inland and you’ll
find dozens of small towns to explore,
many of which boast tongue-twisting
names like Miccosukee, Wacissa and
Sopchoppy. Florida’s capital city —
Tallahassee — is here too, along with
Pensacola, known as “The City of Five
Flags” for having changed ownership
so many times over the years. Today,
it’s a bustling city, home to the U.S.
Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron
— better known as the Blue Angels —
and museums devoted to art, history,
industry and commerce. There’s
plenty of natural beauty all across this
interior region, too — winding rivers,
pine forests, crystal clear springs and
lots of caverns — most of which are
underwater.

Florida Caverns State Park in Marianna
offers explorers the rare chance to walk
through an underground cavern system
filled with unique limestone formations.
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What’s not to like about
Tampa Bay? Hardly
anything, according to
WalletHub, which gives
this region high marks
on everything from “Best
Large Cities to Start a
Business” (Tampa, No.
10); and conversely “Best
Places to Retire” (Tampa, No.
4). Among large cities, Tampa
is the No. 1 “Best Place for
First-Time Homeowners” and No.
14 overall. And if you decide to move
here, do bring your furry friends – Tampa
is America’s No. 1 “Most Pet Friendly” city. No
doubt about it, Florida’s second most populated
region is a great place to live and work. With seamless
connections, a thriving job market, outstanding educational options and plenty of
things to see and do, Tampa Bay is the right place to settle down and settle in.
● HEADQUARTERS

Tampa Bay is home to 20 corporate
UNIVERSITIES
headquarters, five of which have been
named to the Fortune 500 list for 2021:
Publix Super Markets (No. 69); Jabil
(No. 104); Mosaic (No. 346); Raymond
James Financial (No. 367); and Roper
Technologies (No. 488).
Among recent activities in this sector:
• Lakeland-based Publix Super
Markets celebrated its 90th anniversary
in September 2020 and a year later
announced plans to expand
into Kentucky, its eighth
Southeastern state. Expected to
open in late 2023, the 55,702sq.-ft. store in Louisville will
join the more than 1,280 Publix
stores in Florida, Georgia,
Alabama, Tennessee, South
Carolina and Virginia.
• St. Petersburg-based
Raymond James Financial
valued its client assets at more
than $1 trillion for the third
straight quarter in July 2021.
Berry grower Wish Farms has moved into its new
• Tampa-based staffing
Plant City headquarters on 36 acres just outside
agency Kforce has announced
Tampa. The campus includes a 24,000-sq.-ft. office
plans to move its headquarbuilding, a 130,000-sq.-ft. warehouse and berry coolters out of Ybor City and into
ing facility, walking trails and a treehouse.
Midtown Tampa, where it will
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operate “an office occasional” work model”
aimed at providing an optimal life-work balance for its 600 Tampa-based employees.
KEY PLAYERS: Jabil, St. Petersburg; The Mosaic Company,
Tampa; Publix Super Markets, Lakeland; Roper Technologies,
Sarasota

● INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY
Looking to site your technology company
in the right place? Look no further than
Tampa. This city of nearly 385,000 residents
leads the state in high-wage STEM jobs and is
quickly becoming a hub for IT companies of
all shapes and sizes. Forbes recently dubbed
Tampa the top emerging technology city in
the country, beating out its longtime rivals
which included New York City, Miami and San
Francisco. Best news of all: this trend shows
no signs of stopping. Tech jobs in Tampa Bay
are projected to grow 8.5% overall by 2025.
And here’s proof that technology workers
across the nation are moving to Tampa Bay.
According to the website LinkedIn, which
recently released its top 10 cities for tech
employment based on migration patterns,
Tampa ranks No. 6 nationwide and No. 1 in
Florida with roughly 128 tech employees per
every 10,000 LinkedIn users relocating to the
region between May 2020 and April 2021.
By way of contrast, using the same criteria,
Miami-Dade ranked No. 11 and Orlando No. 12.

MOVE
WE

CARGO

SMARTER

We’re not the furniture craftsmen.
But after hearing this you may want to
sit down: Better Eﬃciency.
As the closest por t to Florida’s
Distribution Hub, the I-4 Corridor, Port
Tampa Bay has become a critical link in
the supply chain to some of the biggest
retailers serving Florida and the entire
Southeast. With no congestion. And
we’re just getting started. In just the
last few years, Port Tampa Bay has
added direct weekly Asian services and
expanded terminal capacity allowing

for multiple round-trip deliveries per
day, just minutes away from the largest
concentration of distribution centers
in the state. Attractive northbound
backhaul trucking rates extend our
reach beyond Florida serving the
entire eastern seaboard.
Get comfortable in your chair, give us
a call at 800.741.2297 and let us help
you relax knowing you have a Florida
ﬁrst supply chain strategy, eﬃciently
serving the largest market in the
Southeast. WWW.PORTTB.COM
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Among recent developments in this
busy sector:
• San Francisco-based cybersecurity
solutions provider OPSWAT has established its East Coast headquarters in
Tampa with the intention of creating
100 jobs over the next three years.
• Clearwater-based KnowBe4,
provider of the world’s largest security
awareness training and simulated
phishing platform, is expanding for
the seventh time since 2010 with the
acquisition of Washington-based
MediaPRO, a cybersecurity company
offering privacy awareness training.
• Fast, a San Francisco financial
company that deals in online checkout
services, has named Tampa its official
East Coast home base. Founded in
2019, Fast simplifies the online shopping process through secure one-click
checkouts.
• RabbitRun, a manufacturer of
software-defined wide area network
(SD-WAN) products to improve small

business and remote worker connectivity, has relocated its headquarters
from Toronto to St. Pete and aims to
add 25 new employees by year’s end.
• McLean, Va.-based digital
authentication company ID.me has
opened a “second home” in Tampa
with plans to hire 500 local workers
in 2021.
• Tampa technology company
Bluenet, which provides companies
with technology, data and analytics,
testing and managed services, has
rebranded itself as Blue.cloud, which
more aptly describes the firm’s pivoted focus to provide cloud services.
• Cybersecurity giant ReliaQuest,
which was founded in Tampa in 2007,
has elected to site its corporate
headquarters at Strategic Property
Partners’ Thousand & One in Tampa’s
new Water Street neighborhood.
• On the heels of its expansion to
Bulgaria in 2019, cybersecurity and
privacy compliance company A-LIGN,
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investors and startups, is expanding
to Tampa Bay with the expectation
of hiring 100 new employees over the
next 18 months.
• Entropy Technology Design, a
Tampa-based threat detection company focusing on both natural and
manufactured threats, has secured
a three-year, $4.25 million contract
with the Pentagon. The funding
will be used by Entropy to research
and develop its technology for the
Department of Defense to detect,
identify, track and disable small,
unmanned aerial systems.
KEY PLAYERS: A-LIGN, Tampa; ID.me, McLean,
Va.; KnowBe4, Clearwater; ReliaQuest, Tampa

● LOGISTICS & DISTRIBUTION
Tampa Bay excels at logistics and
distribution because it has all the
right assets: Florida’s largest seaport
by size and tonnage; a top-rated
international airport; superior rail
connections; and an interstate
highway network that puts 34 million
consumers within an 8-hour drive. No
wonder so many of the most readily
recognizable names in distribution —
Amazon, Walmart, Wayfair and IKEA
— are already here, and more are
on the way. If your business needs
superior connections, Tampa Bay is
the right place to be.
By air: Tampa International is
the largest of the three commercial
airports serving Tampa Bay. In 2020,
TPA handled 10.2 million passengers,
a 54.5% decrease from 2019 and
its lowest annual total since 1993.
Cargo fared better at 243.2 tons
in 2020, compared to 220.9 the
previous year. But while planes were

grounded, construction continued at
TIA’s 270,000-sq.-ft. SkyCenter One,
the first commercial office building
linked to the airport by train; first
tenants were accepted in July 2021. St.
Pete-Clearwater International Airport
experienced its worst month ever in
April 2020 with a passenger count of
just 5,799; by July 2021, the count had
risen to 262,681. Similarly, at SarasotaBradenton International Airport, where
passenger traffic dipped by 95% in
April 2020, August 2021 was a recordbreaker at 2,034,535 passengers.
By sea: Port Tampa Bay, Florida’s
largest port by physical size (5,000+
acres) and cargo tonnage, remains
among the nation’s most diversified,
handling all major cargo categories,
including liquid and dry bulk, containers, commodities and automobiles.
In FY2020, 32.9 million tons of cargo
passed through the port, including
141,030 TEUs of containerized cargo,
a 33% increase over the previous
year despite slow-downs across the

board elsewhere due to the pandemic. Cruise numbers were less
encouraging, however. Port Tampa
Bay welcomed only 112 cruise ships in
2020 compared to 233 in 2019, and at
507,920, just slightly more than half
its usual number of cruise passengers.
But there’s good news ahead. A new
shipping service delivering Dole pineapples and bananas from Honduras
and Guatemala to the U.S. has started
passing through Port Tampa Bay
weekly, and cruises are slowly but
surely beginning to come back.
On the southern edge of Tampa Bay,
at Port Manatee — the nearest U.S.
deep-water seaport to the expanded
Panama Canal — containerized cargo
trade continues to swell at record
pace. In FY2020, Port Manatee moved
9.3 million tons of cargo and an alltime high of 88,466 TEUs, representing a 54.6% increase over the preceding 12-month period when the port
moved a then record 57,239 TEUs.
Port officials continue to attribute

Opportunity Shines
in St. Pete
The sun shines on opportunity
in St. Pete on Florida’s West
Coast in Tampa Bay. St. Pete’s
investment in business,
people, and community has
created an environment where
every business and person in
St. Petersburg can thrive and
live their best life. Come see for
yourself.

StPeteEDC.com | @StPeteEDC
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the gains to robust growth by Port
Manatee-based World Direct Shipping,
which began cross-Gulf service with
Mexico in 2014 and is adding a fourth
port of call there, and Del Monte Fresh
Produce, bringing Latin American fruit
to Port Manatee for 40 years.
By rail: Tampa Bay offers 500 miles
of active railroad and siding tracks
operated by Florida-based CSX, which
maintains a major rail yard, intermodal
terminal, TRANSFLO terminal and
automotive distribution center in
Tampa.
By road: Interstate systems I-4,
I-75 and I-275 directly link Tampa
Bay to Miami, Orlando, Jacksonville,
Pensacola and all points in between
and beyond. A truck ramp from Port
Tampa Bay leads directly to and from
I-4, which connects to I-75 less than 10
miles away.
Recent developments in this sector
prove that companies in need of large
spaces and easy connections are readily drawn to Tampa Bay:
Signode Industrial Group, a division
of Crown Holdings, has opened a
temporary office in Tampa as it begins
the process of fully relocating its corporate headquarters from Glenview,
Ill, by 2022. Signode offers transit
packaging services, which include
strapping and stapling services and
automation for moving pallets in and
out of storage positions in warehouses. With more than 80 manufacturing facilities across six continents,
Signode employs 7,000+ worldwide.
Approximately 100 Illinois workers will
relocate to Florida; another 100 will be
hired locally.
Power Design, a St. Petersburgbased design-build electrical contractor and systems integrator, is relocating its distribution and prefabrication
operations from Atlanta to a warehouse facility in Manatee County.
Across the region, speculative
projects promise a bright future for
companies needing warehouse space,
too. In Polk County, two projects with
easy access to I-4 are ready for tenants: Logistix Hub at County Line with
404,040 square feet and CenterState
Logistics Park East with 1.01 million square feet. And near Tampa
International Airport in Hillsborough
County, the 245,000-sq.-ft. TIA
Logistics Center and the 125,400-sq.ft. Airport Logistics Center anticipate
ground breakings in 2021.

Advanced Airfoil Components is adding 40 jobs at its Gibsonton factory
and has plans to expand its workforce from 170 now to 300 by 2023. The
company, a joint venture between Siemens and Chromalloy, makes parts for
Siemens gas turbines used in power plants.

And last, but not least, there’s
Amazon, which is on target to open
a 633,000-sq.-ft. fulfillment center
in Temple Terrace before Christmas
2021. Other Amazon facilities in the
region that are completed or nearing
completion include a 120,000-sq.ft. fulfillment center in North Port
(2020); a 110,825-sq.-ft. distribution center in Venice; and last-mile
delivery stations in Lutz, Seffner and
Gibsonton. And rumored, but not yet
confirmed: a warehouse under construction near MacDill Air Force Base
and a patch of Pinellas County land,
which at 100,000 square feet each
are just the right size to become
Amazon last-mile delivery stations.
KEY PLAYERS: Ace Hardware, Oak Brook, Ill.;
Amazon, Seattle, Wa.; Blue Grace Logistics, Riverview;
Home Depot, Atlanta, Ga., Integrity Express Logistics,
Cincinnati, Ohio

● MANUFACTURING
With more than 63,0000 people
producing everything from building materials and fertilizers to flight
simulators and luxury yachts, Tampa
Bay’s manufacturing sector is not
only staying busy, it’s growing even
in the midst of a pandemic. Among
recent developments:
• Spectrum Custom Molds &
Manufacturing is on a trajectory to
quadruple in size by 2023. The veteran-owned firm, which specializes
in product prototyping, tooling, mold
design and manufacturing, plans to
grow its presence in Bradenton from
5,800 square feet to 20,000 square
feet over the next two years.
• Venice-based PGT Innovations
will expand its West Coast presence
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with the signing of an agreement
to acquire California-based Anlin
Industries (aka Anlin Windows &
Doors) for approximately $126
million. PGT is a national leader
in premium windows and doors,
including impact resistant products.
• Clearwater’s MarineMax, the
world’s largest boat and yacht
company, posted record revenues
for its third fiscal quarter in 2021,
boosting sales 34%. In July, the
firm announced an expansion of
its Midwest operations with the
purchase of Minnesota boat dealer
Nisswa Marine.
• Suzuki Marine, a new division
of Suzuki Motor of America that
manufactures and sells outboard
motors and related accessories, has
opened its corporate headquarters
in Tampa.
• Flight simulator manufacturer
CAE USA continues construction on its new U.S. headquarters
adjacent to Tampa International
Airport. The 290,000-sq.-ft. facility
is slated for completion in 2022.
KEY PLAYERS: Advanced Airfoil Components,
Gibsonton; CAE USA, Tampa; Jabil, St. Petersburg;
The Mosaic Company, Tampa

● EDUCATION
For the third year in a row,
University of South Florida is
named among the nation’s top 50
public universities on U.S. News
& World Report’s “Best Public
Universities 2022” and at No.
103, just missed landing a spot
among its top 100 “Best National
Universities.” In 2020, USF again
ranked second among Florida

universities and fifth worldwide for
patent production with 123 new U.S.
utility patents. On the horizon for USF:
lots of construction, including the fivestory Judy Genshaft Honors College in
Tampa and a four-story Environmental
and Oceanographic Sciences Research
and Teaching Facility in St. Pete.
Florida Polytechnic University in
Lakeland has plenty to be proud of
now that U.S. News & World Report
has named Florida’s newest college
No. 1 among Top Public Schools,
Regional and No. 3 among Regional
Colleges, South. Opened in 2012,
Florida Poly has begun offering
the state’s first bachelor’s degree
in cybersecurity engineering and is
moving forward with construction of
its 90,000-sq.-ft. Applied Research
Center in Lakeland.
Ranked among U.S. News & World
Report’s Regional Universities South
are:
• Florida Southern College in
Lakeland at No. 8, known for being
home to the world’s largest singlesite collection of Frank Lloyd Wright
architecture in the U.S.
• University of Tampa at No. 13,
which broke ground in May 2021 on a
150,000-sq.-ft. technology building to
house its computer science, business information and cybersecurity
programs. Anticipated completion: fall
2022.
• Pasco County-based Saint Leo
University, at No. 29, offering highly
focused “micro-credential courses”
for adults in “hot” topics such as
data analytics, computer applications
and web design. The oldest Catholic
university in Florida, Saint Leo recently
relocated its Tampa Education Center

The University
of South
Florida St.
Petersburg
has a new $33million, 375-bed
dorm called
Osprey Suites.

to the former Berriman-Morgan Cigar
Factory in west Tampa.

● LIFE SCIENCES & HEALTH
CARE
Home to 14% of Florida’s biotech
companies and 22% of its pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing
workforce, Tampa Bay is both a driving force in Florida’s fast-growing life
sciences industry sector and a magnet
for medical innovation. While familiar
names like Amgen, Bausch & Lomb,
Bristol Myers Squibb, Florida Blue,
Johnson & Johnson, M2Gen and Quest
Diagnostics continue to enjoy success
in this region, locally grown firms are
expanding their facilities and new
companies are arriving:
• Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer has
opened a 105,000-sq.-ft. operations center in Tampa Heights near
Armature Works and next door to
biotech firm Axogen. Described as a
“global capability hub,” Pfizer’s Tampa
office will host the firm’s logistics and
business development departments,
including finance, human resources
and digital operations.
• The Soule Co., a maker of disposable foam, reusable gel and other
“patient position” devices, has broken
ground on a 100,000-sq.-ft. facility
next door to its existing 62,000-sq.-ft.
building in Lutz. The new facility will
house the firm’s medical arm while
packaging operations will remain in
the smaller, existing location. An estimated 25 new jobs are expected.
• Tampa biotech company Psilera
Bioscience has secured a $2.5 million investment toward its goal of
overcoming preconceived notions of

psychedelics and resistance to using
them to treat addiction.
• New Jersey-based Pacira
BioSciences celebrated the opening
of its 20,000-sq.-ft. Pacira Innovation
and Training Center of Tampa (PITT)
in fall 2020. The facility is used to train
surgeons and anesthesiologists in how
to properly administer non-opioid pain
management relief therapies.
• Medical device company PainTEQ
has moved its Tampa headquarters from downtown to the Tower
Place building on North Westshore
Boulevard with plans to add 25-30
employees over the next year.
In downtown Tampa, University
of South Florida’s CAMLS — Center
for Advanced Medical Learning and
Simulation — provides state-of-the-art,
hands-on learning opportunities for
practicing physicians and medical students. Nearby, at USF’s 395,000-sq.-ft.
Morsani College of Medicine & Heart
Institute, some 1,800 students, faculty
and staff live work and study along
the downtown waterfront in Strategic
Property Partners’ $3-billion Water
Street Tampa development.
Here too, students enjoy ready
access to Morsani’s primary teaching
hospital, Tampa General, which for the
sixth year in a row has been named
Tampa Bay’s “Best Hospital” by U.S.
News & World Report with top 50
rankings in five medical specialties:
ear, nose and throat (No. 21); orthopedics (No. 23); gastroenterology & GI
surgery (No. 26); diabetes & endocrinology (No. 28); and rehabilitation (No
36). This region’s only Level I trauma
and comprehensive burn care center,
TGH is also the nation’s sixth busiest
transplant center, logging 611 such
procedures in 2020. In September
2021, TGH announced plans to invest
$550 million to improve existing facilities and add new structures.
Also earning top 50 rankings from
U.S. News & World Report: Moffitt
Cancer Center, No. 26 nationwide
for cancer care. One of only two
National Cancer Institute-designated
Comprehensive Cancer Centers
in Florida, Moffitt celebrated the
ceremonial topping out for its new
10-story, $400 million surgical hospital
near its main facility that will expand
patient capacity by 65% and allow
for approximately one-third more
procedures over the next decade.
The facility is slated for completion
in 2023. In the meantime, Moffitt has
unveiled its plans for a second campus
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in Pasco County to include more than
1.4 million square feet of research lab/
office, industrial/manufacturing and
clinical building space.
Morton Plant and Sarasota Memorial
crept up a notch to be named the
sixth best hospitals in Florida on
U.S. News & World Report’s “Best
Hospitals, 2021-22.” Both were rated
as high performing in 15 procedures/
conditions; in addition, Sarasota
Memorial was nationally ranked at No.
39 for Rehabilitation. Other ranked
hospitals in Tampa Bay include St.
Joseph Hospital in Tampa at No. 12
and AdventHealth Tampa and St.
Anthony’s Hospital in St. Petersburg,
tied at No. 25.
On the pediatrics side, Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital in
St. Petersburg was recognized as a
“Best Children’s Hospital 2021-22” in
eight out of 10 categories, including

Soule Medical, a Pasco County medical supplies maker, has begun building an
$8-million, 100,000-sq-.ft. expansion. The company plans to add 25 jobs.

neurology & neurosurgery, diabetes
& endocrinology, nephrology, cancer,
neonatology, orthopedics, urology,
and pulmonology & lung surgery.
All Children’s was the only pediatric

LIFE & LEISURE
Water Street WELL
Water Street Tampa, the 56-acre mixed-use development being constructed in downtown Tampa, is the first
neighborhood in the world to be certified as a WELL
community by the New York-based WELL Building
Institute. Designed with a focus on walkability, sustainability, resiliency, connectivity and innovation, Water
Street aims to promote healthy living by providing
easy access to fresh foods and drinking water, creating
sidewalks and streets that prioritize pedestrians and
alternative forms of transportation and making air quality monitoring data readily accessible. The first phase
— about 5 million square feet of residential, hospitality,
office, retail and educational space in downtown Tampa
is nearly complete. Highlights include: The 26-story,
519-room JW Marriott Tampa Water Street, with four
restaurants, a spa, ballrooms and meeting space, and
1001 Water Street, a 20-story mixed-use tower that
includes 380,000 square feet of office space with
ground-floor retail.
A Great Place to Play
Covid-19 put a damper on Tampa Bay tourism in
2020, but little by little, the industry — and the outof-staters who largely fuel it — is making a welcome
comeback. Whether you are a resident or visitor, take
time to enjoy what the twin cities of Tampa and St. Pete
have to offer. On the Tampa side, there’s the Riverwalk,
which takes you past four must-see destinations: Glazer
Children’s Museum; the Tampa Art Museum; the Florida
Aquarium, which marked its 25th anniversary in 2020;
and the Tampa Bay History Center. And if you’re into
theme parks, don’t miss Busch Gardens, a few miles
north of the city. On the other side of the bay in Pinellas
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hospital in Tampa Bay to make the
rankings.
KEY PLAYERS: Amgen, Thousand Oaks, Calif.;
Bristol Myers Squib, New York, N.Y.; Florida Blue,
Jacksonville; Johnson & Johnson, New Brunswick, N.J.

County, there’s the Clearwater Marine Aquarium, home
to Winter and Hope, the stars of “A Dolphin’s Tale”; the
new St. Pete Pier; The James Museum of Western and
Wildlife Art; The Fine Arts Museum; The Dali (world’s
largest collection of Salvador Dali’s art); the newly
opened Museum of the American Arts and Crafts
Movement in St. Pete; and of course, the beaches, especially St. Pete Beach which is ranked No. 1 in the U.S. this
year by TripAdvisor.
Venture Forth Beyond the Bay
This region has way more to offer than just Tampa-St.
Pete and it’s all readily accessible by car. There’s the
Bishop Museum of Science and Nature in Bradenton;
The Ringling complex of museums in Sarasota; Dinosaur
World in Plant City; Crystal River National Wildlife
Refuge (swim with manatees!); Weeki Wachee Springs
State Park, where real-live mermaids perform underwater; and the world’s largest single-site collection of Frank
Lloyd Wright architecture in Lakeland. And by all means,
save time for LEGOLAND in Winter Haven, which is
celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2021.
Worth the Wait: St. Pete’s New Pier
It took two decades of public debate and more than
seven years of planning and construction, but St. Pete
finally has a downtown pier again. The new $92-million
structure opened to great fanfare in July 2020 along
with its 26-acre pier district featuring a pavilion on Spa
Beach, splash pads, a Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille, the
Tampa Bay Watch Discovery Center, a fishing deck, retail
shops, green spaces and several pieces of public art. The
new structure replaces an inverted pyramid-shaped pier,
which opened in 1973 and closed in 2013 after years of
decline. The site has been home to a pier of one kind or
another since the late 1800s.
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Northeast

Florida’s Northeast is a place
of both opportunity and
possibility. Home to three
Fortune 500 companies
and the national or
divisional headquarters
of more than 80 other
firms, its signature city,
Jacksonville, was ranked
the No. 3 “Best City for
Job Seekers” by Money
magazine in 2020. At 875
square miles, Jacksonville
is the largest city by area in
the continental U.S. and one
of only a handful nationwide
where city and county
governments function as one.
Adding to this region’s appeal is its
prime location just south of the Georgia
state line along I-95 and the Atlantic coast,
ensuring ready access to multiple markets by
land, sea and air.
● HEADQUARTERS
More than 80 firms have chosen to site
their national or divisional headquarters
in Jacksonville, and there is always room
for more. Companies boasting additions/
developments in this sector include:
• Business data and analytics giant
Dun & Bradstreet, which plans to
relocate its corporate headquarters
from New Jersey to Jacksonville in fall
2021, bringing 500 jobs to the city at an
average salary of $77,000 over the next
five years.
• Staffing firm CSI Companies, which
cut the ribbon on its new headquarters
in The Point at Gate Parkway in April
2021 with 125 employees in place. The
new facility includes a fitness center and
yoga lawn, café-style lounge, coffee bars
on every floor and collaborative spaces
throughout.
• Culinary and food science company
Darifair Foods, which broke ground
in October 2020 on its 47,500-sq.-ft.
corporate headquarters and innovation center at Flagler Center in South
Jacksonville. Estimated completion date:
late 2021.
KEY PLAYERS: Advanced Disposal, Jacksonville;
Fanatics, Jacksonville; Florida Blue, Jacksonville; Landstar,
Jacksonville; McKesson, Jacksonville

● AVIATION /
AEROSPACE & DEFENSE
Cecil Spaceport in Jacksonville is
making news. Owned by the Jacksonville
Aviation Authority, Cecil is one of 11
commercial spaceports in the U.S. and
the only one on the East Coast that
is licensed for horizontal launch. In
December 2020, aerospace contractor
Aveum unveiled Ravn X, the world’s
largest unmanned aircraft system.
Designed to deliver small satellites to
space, Ravn X can reach speeds of 575
miles per hour. Its first mission is tentatively scheduled for
October 2021.
In other aerospaceaviation news:
Jacksonville’s
• Aerospace contallest building,
glomerate Redwire, a
the Bank of America
leader in mission crititower, was recently
cal space solutions,
has acquired the
sold along with two
Jacksonville-based
other downtown
firm Made in Space
structures in a
and will establish
$75.5-million deal
its headquarters in
with Group RMC,
Northeast Florida.
a New York-based
• Canadian
investment firm.
aerospace company Space Engine
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Systems has received FAA approval to
establish its North American operations at Cecil Spaceport. The site will
serve as the company’s propulsion
technology development facility with
a goal of launching a reusable cruise
vehicle.
• Boeing has announced plans to
add about 400 more jobs at Cecil
Airport in Jacksonville. A new facility
to be built by Jacksonville Aviation
Authority (JAA) and leased to Boeing
will include nearly 270,000 square
feet of hangar space and more than
100,000 square feet of office and support shop space, with an anticipated
completion date of January 2024.
• Elsewhere at Cecil Airport, JAA
will construct a 39,000-sq.-ft. hangar
and office facility to support ManTech
Advanced Systems International.
KEY PLAYERS: ASEC, Jacksonville; AVMAX,
Jacksonville; The Boeing Company, Chicago; Flightstar,
Jacksonville

● LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION
This region is loaded with logistical
advantages: two deep-water ports,
three railroads, two commercial airports, a spaceport and three interstate
highways — I-95, I-10 and I-75 — that
put 61 million people within an eighthour drive.
Not surprisingly, Amazon has built a
significant presence here. At last count
there were 12 Amazon facilities/sites
in Florida’s Northeast, including two
under construction: a sortation site at
Cecil Commerce Center in Jacksonville
and a last-mile fulfillment center due
to open in St. Augustine by year’s end.
Other recent developments across
the region include:
• Texas-based CarParts.com plans
to open its sixth U.S. distribution
center in Northwest Jacksonville. The
180,000-sq.-ft. facility is expected to
create 150 new full-time jobs.
• Loctec Ergonomic Technology, a
manufacturer of work furniture, has
leased a Jacksonville warehouse and
plans to build a distribution center in
North Jacksonville.
• The Cincinnati-based Kroger Co.
has begun delivering grocery products
using a “hub-and-spoke model” that
originates from its customer fulfillment
center in Groveland (the hub) and
incorporates fresh food suppliers (the
spoke) in Jacksonville.
• Jacksonville-based CSX Corporation
has announced two important

Volkswagen Group of America signed a three-year renewal agreement in June 2020 to
keep its Southeast distribution operations at JaxPort where Volkswagen employs 100 at its
260,000-sq.-ft. import and distribution facility.

acquisitions: the Massachusetts-based
Pan Am Railways, which adds three
more Eastern states to its 23-state
network; and Tampa-based trucking
company Quality Carriers Inc., which
expands its multimodal capabilities for
shipping.
JaxPort, Florida’s largest container
port, would likely have been expected
to break records for another year, if
not for COVID-19 which resulted in
a 4.6% decrease from 2019’s record.
And while the port retained its position as one of the nation’s busiest
vehicle handling ports, the number
of vehicles actually passing through
JaxPort fell to 555,880 in 2020, down
from the previous year’s 696,500. But
good news — with the first three quarters of FY 2021 behind it, JaxPort has
moved 15% more containers than the
same period last year. Meanwhile, a
project to deepen the port’s shipping
channel continues.
Among recent developments:
• Global logistics and shipping services company American Roll-On RollOff Carrier Group (ARC) has relocated
its corporate headquarters to Ponte
Vedra Beach in St. Johns County.
• Massachusetts-based 1A Auto, an
online auto parts retailer, has opened
a warehouse in NorthPoint Industrial
Park near JaxPort’s Blount Island
Marine Terminal.
KEY PLAYERS: Amazon, Seattle, Wa.; Crowley
Marine, Jacksonville; CSX, Jacksonville; Suddath,
Jacksonville; Volkswagen Group of America, Herndon, Va.

● FINTECH
Florida’s Northeast is home to
three Fortune 500 companies and
20 major insurance and investment
services firms on Forbes’ Global 500
list. Familiar U.S. brands thriving in
Jacksonville include Bank of America,
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Citi, JPMorgan Chase, Fidelity National
Financial, FIS, Wells Fargo and VyStar
Credit Union. Here too are Frankfurtbased Deutsche Bank and Sydneybased Macquarie Group as well as
insurance giants Florida Blue, Aetna
and Allstate.
FIS, one of three Fortune 500 companies headquartered in Jacksonville,
added 200 employees last year and its
new headquarters remains on track to
open as scheduled in June 2022.
Among other recent developments
in this sector:
• Macquarie Group has recently
opened a Technology Leasing Division
in Jacksonville.
• TD Bank will expand its existing
presence in downtown Jacksonville
with additional office space and plans
to build several new stores in the area.
More than 250 jobs are expected.
• Jacksonville’s VyStar Credit Union
is making plans to acquire Georgiabased Heritage Southeast Bank, with
22 branches and $1.5 billion in assets.
KEY PLAYERS: Emtec, Jacksonville; Fidelity
National Financial, Jacksonville; FIS, Jacksonville; SS&C
Technologies, Jacksonville

● ADVANCED MANUFACTURING
With an ever-growing workforce,
lower-than-average leasing costs for
industrial space and easy access to
multiple markets via air, sea, rail and
road, this region is well-equipped
to ensure long-term manufacturing
success.
Recent developments in this thriving sector include:
• Record demand for Boston Whaler’s
award-winning line of fiberglass boats
has prompted Brunswick Corporation to
reopen its 225,000-sq.-ft. manufacturing facility in Flagler County with the
expectation of 400 jobs.

IN JAX, BUSINESS IS LOOKING UP.
The Jacksonville region is a destination for today’s leading technology companies.
With a growing innovation ecosystem and an abundance of tech talent, it’s no surprise
that Jacksonville was named a top city for tech workers by LinkedIn. Our exceptional
quality of life and growth led U.S. News & World Report to name Jacksonville a Best Place
to Live. When you’re looking for a place for your business and people to thrive in Florida,

jaxusa.org

don’t forget to look up.
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• S2A Modular, a manufacturer
of electrically self-sustaining and
clean-energy home and commercial
structures, has purchased land in
Baker County for its first East Coast
mega-factory to manufacture luxury
smart residences and smart commercial buildings. The anticipated
facility is expected to create some
250 new jobs in the region.
• Johnson & Johnson Vision,
maker of Acuvue disposable
contact lenses, has signed a 10-year
agreement with JEA, Jacksonville’s
community-owned utility provider,
to ensure that 100% of the electricity at its global headquarters comes
from solar power. The deal is part of
J & J’s commitment to source 100%
of its electricity from renewable
sources by 2025.
KEY PLAYERS: Johnson & Johnson Vision,
Jacksonville; Pilot (Pen) Corporation of America,
Jacksonville; Rayonier Advanced Materials,
Jacksonville

● EDUCATION
The region’s K-12 public educational options include five of
the top 25 Florida school districts
offering career-focused academies
and career and technical education
(CTE) programs. Three Jacksonville
high schools were among the
nation’s top 215 on U.S. News &
World Report’s “Best High Schools,
2021,” and St. Johns County school
district received its 10th consecutive “A” grade from the Florida
Department of Education in 2019.
(Note: school district grades were
not assessed in 2020 due to the
pandemic.)
With a combined graduate and
undergraduate enrollment topping
17,000, University of North Florida
has for the second year in a row
been named among U.S. News &
World Report’s “Best Colleges —
National Universities, 2021” at No.
272 and remains among “Top Public
Schools” at No. 136. In 2021, UNF’s
Coggin College of Business was
recognized by The Princeton Review
as one of the nation’s best business
schools for the 14th consecutive
year.
Also making headlines: Edward
Waters College, Florida’s first
independent and historically black
institution of higher learning, newly

renamed Edward Waters University,
offering its first graduate-level
program — a master’s degree in
business administration; Jacksonville
University, partnering with Baptist
Health Jacksonville to create a
12-month “bachelor’s in nursing
program” for those who already have
a bachelor’s degree in another field;
and Flagler College in St. Augustine,
ranked No. 4 on U.S. News & World
Report’s “Best Regional Colleges
South.”

● HEALTH CARE
For the fifth time in six years, Mayo
Clinic Jacksonville is named Florida’s
No. 1 “Best Hospital” by U.S. News &
World Report, and among the top
50 hospitals in seven adult medical
specialties: cancer, diabetes and
endocrinology, gastroenterology and
GI surgery, geriatrics, neurology and
neurosurgery, orthopedics and urology. And as Mayo prepares to celebrate its 35th year in Jacksonville,
two expansions are underway: an
addition to include eight operating
rooms and procedural space for cardiology, gastroenterology, hepatology and other departments, as well
as additional emergency room space
to accommodate 14 new ER patient
rooms and 10 new short-stay and
care rooms. And breaking ground in
2022, a $223-million, 200,000-sq.-ft.
integrated oncology center.
Also tapped by U.S. News, UF
Health Jacksonville as the nation’s
39th best hospital in the ear, nose
and throat category. Affiliated with
the University of Florida, this 695bed facility in downtown Jacksonville
recently broke ground on its first
free-standing emergency department in northwest Jacksonville.
Estimated completion: late 2022.
On the pediatric side, Wolfson
Children’s Hospital, a Baptist Health
affiliate, took top 50 honors in two
specialties: pediatric diabetes and
endocrinology (No. 44) and pediatric
orthopedics (No. 45). One of five
hospitals owned by Baptist Health
in Jacksonville, Wolfson continues
to work toward completion of a
multi-year, $200-million construction project that, when completed
will be the largest children’s hospital
campus in Florida.
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In the planning process: Emerald Trail,
a 30-mile bicycle/pedestrian trail and
park system connecting neighborhoods
and downtown Jacksonville to local
and regional trails, parks, schools and
businesses.
LIFE & LEISURE
Plenty to Enjoy
Florida’s Northeast overflows with
things to see and do. In Jacksonville,
there’s the Cummer Museum of Art
and Gardens, this region’s largest fine arts museum; MOCA (the
Museum of Contemporary Art)
Museum of Science and History
(MOSH); and Jacksonville Zoo and
Gardens. For sun worshippers,
there’s Amelia Island in Nassau
County, named a top 10 U.S. island
by Conde Nast readers in 2020, and
home to the town of Fernandina
Beach boasting 400+ historic
homes, churches and commercial
buildings. And, of course, Florida’s
Northeast boasts 90 miles of
Atlantic Ocean coastline for swimming, snorkeling, sailing, surfing and
sunning.
Move Over Central Park, Make
Room for Jacksonville
With more than 80,000 acres
of parklands, Jacksonville is home
to the largest urban park system
in the nation. Among these are
three national sites — Fort Caroline
National Memorial, the Timucuan
Ecological & Historic Preserve and
Kingsley Plantation — seven state
parks and more than 450 urban city
parks, one of which — Jessie Ball
duPont — is home to a 250-yearold, 70-foot-tall live oak with a
circumference of 25 feet.
Great Golfing
Golfers love Florida’s Northeast
for its more than 80 courses including TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra
Beach where the Players PGA
Tournament takes place annually.
The PGA Tour’s newly completed
$65-million, 187,000-sq.-ft. global
headquarters opened here in
February 2021.

The Perfect Place to Relocate Your Business!
HERE’S WHY:
Low Cost of Doing Business
Access to Major Markets
Hub of Northeast Florida
Available/Affordable Utilities

Palatka

Relaxing Waterfront Life
Proximity to 2 International
Airports and 20+ Colleges
and Universities
Contact
Samuel Ruiz
Vice President Economic Development
sam@chamberpc.com
1100 Reid St.
Palatka, FL 32177
386.328.1503
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Nobody likes a showoff. But when you’re the
Florida region with the
largest population, largest
labor pool, longest ocean
coastline, most seaports,
closest to Latin America,
home to three national
parks and the world’s
busiest cruise port, it’s
hard not to brag. With ready
proximity to global markets,
a multicultural/multilingual
workforce, outstanding
educational institutions and an
incomparable quality of life, Florida’s
Southeast is an easy choice for where
to site your business. Picking just one city or
county to settle in? Now that could be tough.
● LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION

With five deep-water ports, four international airports and a multimodal network
AIRPORTS
of rails and roads connecting them all,
Southeast Florida is the right choice for
companies needing seamless logistics. The
proof is Amazon, which opened its first fulCOLLEGES /
fillment centers here in 2019-20 and will add
UNIVERSITIES
two more by the end of 2021, along with five
“last-mile” delivery stations spread across
Miami-Dade and Broward counties. And
coming to St. Lucie County: a 245,000-sq.ft. FedEx regional sorting center in fall 2021
and a 1.1-million-sq.-ft. Amazon fulfillment
center in 2022.
PortMiami, the closest U.S. East Coast
deep-water container port to the Panama
Canal, typically sees its cargo stats rise each
year, but after logging a
record 1.121 million TEUs
of containerized cargo in
FY2019, the port moved
just 1.066 million in 2020.
At Port Everglades in
Fort Lauderdale, TEUs
slipped below 1 million for
the first time since 2013,
and at the Port of Palm
Beach, TEUs were logged
at 273,000, a 2.5% yearover-year decline.
Not surprisingly,
however, it was ocean
Celebrity Edge, homeported at Port Everglades, was the
cruising that took the
first ship to set sail from the U.S. with passengers after a
hardest hit at Southeast
ports. PortMiami, for
15-month hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
example, which in

16
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FY2019 welcomed an all-time record 6.8
million passengers, saw its passenger count
for the subsequent 12-month period ending
September 30, 2020, plunge to 3.4 million
and then stop completely. Today, some
18 months from the first COVID outbreak
aboard a cruise ship, there’s good news to
report. Celebrity Cruises’ Celebrity Edge
sailed out of Fort Lauderdale on June 26,
2021 — the first U.S. vessel with paying
passengers aboard to do so; cruise ships
are returning to their home ports across the
region; and new cruise terminals are nearing
completion at PortMiami.
There’s news to share at this region’s three
smaller ports too. A $26-million expansion
at the Port of Palm Beach is on track to
more than double its intermodal rail freight
capabilities. The Port of Fort Pierce in St.
Lucie County continues tweaking its plan to
become a luxury yachting center with a facility for refitting mega yachts and large sailing
vessels; Derecktor Shipyards Fort Pierce is
overseeing the transformation. And at the
Port of Key West, a debate over limiting the
number of large cruise ships allowed to visit
each day rages on.
The pandemic took a toll on airport activity across this region too. In 2020, Miami
International Airport handled a record 2.32
million total tons of freight, but just 18.7 million passengers compared to 2019’s 46 million. Nevertheless, among U.S. airports, MIA
retained its No. 1 position for international
freight and in 2021 moved up from third to
second for number of international passengers served. A $5-billion upgrade of the

airport that was rolled
out in March 2020
continues in anticipation of MIA’s growth in
passenger and cargo
traffic over the next
five to 15 years, to
reach 77 million travelers and 4 million tons of
freight by 2040.
And one more
milestone to note: In
September 2021, MIA
became the first U.S. airport
to test COVID-19 detector
dogs that can sniff out the
metabolic changes caused by
COVID-19 that are common for all
people regardless of their individual
scents.
Elsewhere in this region, Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International
Airport served 16.49 million passengers
in 2020, a 55.1% decrease compared to
pre-pandemic 2019, and at 3.12 million,
international traffic was down by 64.7%.
The good news, however, is that with
16,212,260 passengers as of July 2021,
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood appears
well positioned to handily overtake last
year’s dismal year-end total. Likewise
at Palm Beach International Airport,
which on the heels of a record breaking
6,920,858 passengers in 2019, logged
just 3,460,429 passengers last year.
However, as of July 2021, with 2,856,892
passengers to date, Palm Beach is on
track to easily surpass its 2020 total.
In other airline news:
• After breaking ground in Dania
Beach in January 2020, South Floridabased Spirit Airlines continues to work
toward a 2022 opening at its new, stateof-the-art headquarters. The $250-million, 500,000-sq.-ft. facility, located
just minutes away from Spirit’s largest
operating base at Fort LauderdaleHollywood International Airport, is
expected to create an additional 225
jobs.
• Monroe County officials are moving
forward with a planned upgrade of
concourse A at Key West International
Airport. The project, which includes
additional seating and baggage claim
conveyors, will begin by early 2023,
with completion expected by the end
of 2024.
KEY PLAYERS: Amazon, Seattle, Wa.; FedEx Latin
America, Miami; Norwegian Cruise Line, Miami; Royal
Caribbean International, Miami; Ryder Integrated Logistics,
Miami; Spirit Airlines, Miramar

● FINTECH & BUSINESS
SERVICES
Looking to align with the big names
in banking and finance? Look no further
than Southeast Florida where Blumberg
Capital, Blackstone, Icahn Enterprises
and Elliott Management have re-located
and more are on the way:
• The digital platform Blockchain.
com, which allows users to buy, sell
and trade Bitcoin and other forms
of digital payment, plans to move
its U.S. headquarters from New York
to Miami and create up to 300 jobs.
Blockchain.com is among the 15
largest cryptocurrency exchanges by
number of weekly visitors, according
to CoinMarketCap.com.
Also headed to Miami:
• San Francisco-based cryptocurrency exchange Okcoin with plans to
hire 100 Miami-based employees for
its new location in Brickell.
• Chicago-based private equity firm
Thoma Bravo will open a Miami office
before the end of 2021. The firm, with
a total of 114 employees between its
Chicago and San Francisco sites, plans
to hire local talent.
• PJ Solomon, a Manhattanheadquartered investment bank, has
established a new office in downtown
Fort Lauderdale.
• Sweden-based Majority, which
sells bundled digital banking, wire
transfer and international calling services to immigrant communities in the
U.S., has expanded to Miami, opening
a customer “meet up” center focused
on South Florida’s Cuban population.
KEY PLAYERS: American Express, Sunrise;
Office Depot, Boca Raton; Zimmerman Advertising, Fort
Lauderdale

● INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY
Southeast Florida has a long history
of supporting innovation and technology. After all, it was here, that in 1980,
a team of engineers in Boca Raton
designed and built the first IBM PC.
Today, Florida is third in the nation
for high-tech industry and first in the
Southeast for high-tech employment.
Among Southeast Florida’s technology superstars is UKG (Ultimate
Kronos Group). Formerly known as
Ultimate Software, the firm merged
with Kronos, another similarly-minded
human capital management firm,
in April 2020 to become one of the
world’s largest cloud companies
focused on workforce management

and employee experience solutions. In
September 2020, Ultimate Software
was ranked No. 13 on People magazine’s 2020 list of “50 Companies
That Care,” an annual recognition of
firms devoted to caring for employees,
customers and their communities.
On October 1, Ultimate Software and
Kronos officially re-branded as UKG.
Elsewhere in the region:
• ACI Worldwide, one of the world’s
largest electronic payment software
firms, is relocating its headquarters
from Naples in Florida’s Southwest
region to Miami-Dade with plans to
build a 23,000-sq.-ft. head office,
expand its software design and
research/development operations and
hire 182 full-time employees.
• Global finance giant Blackstone
has signed a multi-year lease for its
new in-house technology unit, which
will occupy 41,000 square feet in the
2 MiamiCentral office building downtown with the expectation of hiring at
least 200 employees.
• Microsoft has announced plans to
open a 50,000-sq.-ft. Latin Americafocused office in downtown Miami’s
growing Brickell Financial District.
• The John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation has pledged $15.3 million
to Florida International University, the
University of Miami and Baptist Health
South Florida to develop a deeper
pool of local tech talent. FIU and
UM will receive $10 million and $4.3
million, respectively, to expand their
computing and data sciences schools;
Baptist Health will receive $1 million to
create a fellowship program focused
on health care innovation.
• Global IT solutions provider Future
Tech Enterprise plans to open its new
executive headquarters on the top
floor of Broward Financial Centre in
downtown Fort Lauderdale with the
expectation of creating 25 jobs.
• Vero Beach-based Piper Aircraft
has sold nearly 60 of its Piper M600
SLS turboprops, which come with
Garmin “Autoland” self-landing technology as a standard feature. In an
emergency, the technology connects
with air traffic controllers and lands
the plane on a runway. But it comes
with a hefty price. The Autoland
feature contributes about $150,000 to
the total price tag of $3.1 million.
KEY PLAYERS: Accelirate, Sunrise; Citrix, Fort
Lauderdale; Cyxtera Technologies, Coral Gables; UKG,
Weston
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● MANUFACTURING
Manufacturing remains an important business sector in Southeast
where three counties are among the
top eight for manufacturing jobs in
Florida. Miami-Dade County is ranked
No. 1 with more than 41,000 people
employed, followed by Broward at
No. 5 and Palm Beach at No. 8, each
representing more than 20,000
manufacturing jobs.
Wire and cable manufacturer Accel
International Holdings is nearing
completion on its new manufacturing
plant in Port St. Lucie. The 150,000sq.-ft. facility in Port St. Lucie’s
Tradition Center for Commerce
will produce high-performance
cables, wires and conductors for the
aerospace, medical, industrial and
telecommunications marketplace. It’s
expected to create 125 new jobs.
Central Florida-based designbuilder and manufacturer Finfrock
has begun construction on 140,000sq.-ft. of precast manufacturing
facilities and administrative offices,
located on approximately 94 acres
in the Palm Beach County community of Belle Glade. Previously
headquartered in Apopka, Finfrock’s
new facility is positioned to better
serve commercial developers in Palm
Beach, Miami-Dade, Broward and
Southwest Florida counties. Located
in the Glades Gateway Commerce
Park, the new facility is expected to
employ 200.
Other manufacturers finding new
homes in Florida’s Southeast:
• JanSteel, an Israel-based heavy
equipment manufacturer of transport
products such as bodies for all truck
types, tip trailers, flatbed semitrailers and lowboys, has plans to
construct a 45,000-sq.-ft. facility.
• Orchid Island Juice, maker of
Natalie’s Juice, is expanding its warehouse and administrative offices by
more than double its previous square
footage in St. Lucie County.
• Charcoal maker Green Carbon
Solutions, manufacturer of an ecofriendly charcoal-like substance,
approved to construct a plant in
Indiantown that will employ up to 80.
The firm’s highly porous, high-carbon
charcoal is used in the industrial and
environmental sectors.

KEY PLAYERS: Automated Manufacturing
Systems, West Palm Beach; Injex Manufacturing, Port
St. Lucie; Piper Aircraft, Vero Beach; Tectronic Industries,
Fort Lauderdale

Problem: Finding a Workforce Equipped with the Right Set of Skills
Solution: Build One Yourself
Two years ago, Vero-Beach based Piper Aircraft needed workers capable of building
airplanes and couldn’t find enough of them. So, the company quit looking and started training. In conjunction with Indian River State College, Piper devised an apprentice program
that pays high school graduates $14 per hour — about 77% of a journeyman’s wage — and
covers the cost of their college education. The students receive additional pay as they
reach milestones, and upon completion of the two-year program, these apprentices sit
for the certificate exam to become journeymen in aircraft structure, surfaces, rigging
and systems assembly. Not only do the students benefit, but Piper is assured of having a
steady supply of well-trained workers for years to come. A win-win for all.

● TOURISM & HOSPITALITY
Not surprisingly, Greater Miami’s
tourism industry registered a pretty
big dip in 2020 — attracting just 7.9
million overnight visitors and 3.7
million day trippers compared to 16.3
million and 7.9 million in the same categories a year ago. Despite a strong
start in the first two months of the
year thanks, in part, to Super Bowl LIV
in Miami, when all was said and done,
total visitors were down 52%, generating a total economic impact in 2020
of $7.9 billion.
Visitor volumes ebbed and flowed
throughout the year, starting with a
strong January/February followed by
a complete shutdown in March, April
and May, to be followed by an uneven
recovery throughout the rest of year.
When travel and tourism might return
to pre-pandemic levels is difficult
to predict. Many in the industry are
calling 2021 a recovery year, but travel
isn’t expected to fully recover before
2022 or even 2023.
Hotels were also hit hard during the
pandemic. At Miami Worldcenter, the
27-acre, $5-billion mixed-use project
underway in downtown Miami, developer Royal Palm Cos. is thinking ahead
and taking a different road to completion. RPC now plans to make its
Legacy Hotel & Residences pandemicresistant, with voice-activated elevators, touch-less room key access and
autonomous disinfection robots to
sanitize common areas. The 50-story
tower will have 256 hotel rooms, 274
condo units and a 100,000-sq.-ft.
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medical center on the ground floor.
And the center’s medical-grade air
purification system and anti-microbial
surfaces will be expanded throughout
the building.

● EDUCATION
Nineteen Southeast Florida high
schools were named among the top
300 nationwide in U.S. News & World
Report’s “2021 Best U.S. High Schools”
rankings. One of them — School for
Advanced Studies in Miami – was
ranked fifth best high school in the
nation. And in St. Lucie County, the
Economic Development Council, St.
Lucie County Public Schools and
the Treasure Coast Manufacturers
Association are partnering to pair
high school graduates with local
manufacturing job opportunities. Now
in its second year, 44 students have
completed the program, and within 60
days, 65% of these participants joined
local companies, including Maverick
Boat Group, Expert Shutter Services
and Phoenix Metal Products.
This region is also home to 16 institutions of higher education, including
Florida International University, which
began offering a bachelor’s degree
in cybersecurity in fall 2020 and has
since launched Cyber-CAP, a one-year
apprenticeship program combining
technical skills, industry credentials
and on-the-job training with an
employer to prepare learners for work
in the fast-growing field of cybersecurity. In FY2020, FIU garnered $310
million in research awards and with 60

LIFE & LEISURE
Open to Exploration
Walk along the beach any time of day — there are
no land-locked counties here. Catch a sunrise over
the Atlantic and a sunset along the Gulf of Mexico;
you can do both in a single day. Spend some quality
time browsing the designer boutiques along Worth
Avenue in Palm Beach, or the Riverwalk in downtown
Fort Lauderdale. Join a sea turtle walk during nesting
season. Snorkel along the underwater trail at Phil Foster
Park in Riviera Beach. Or simply do what the natives
do — sit by the sea and lose track of time altogether.
Or try something new: Take a spin on the new 200-foot
high Skyviews Miami Observation Wheel at Bayside
Marketplace in Miami. It’s not free, but the view is worth
the price.
Natural Appeal
This region is home to three national parks: Biscayne
(a watery wonderland within sight of the Miami skyline);
Everglades (a lush “river of grass” just outside the
city); and Dry Tortugas, 70 miles off the coast of Key
West accessible only by boat or seaplane. Two dozen
state parks offer hiking, fishing, kayaking, camping and
cycling, plus spectacular beaches — ones you’ve heard
of like South Beach and Fort Lauderdale and many
more you haven’t like tiny Tiger Shores in Martin County
— zero amenities, but outstanding views!
Good Sports Galore
This region, which hosted the Super Bowl for a
record-breaking 11th time in February 2020, is home

patents is ranked No. 42 among the
world’s top 100 universities granted
U.S. utility patents in 2020.
Also located in this region: Two
state colleges — Miami Dade and
Indian River — which shared the
2019 Aspen Prize for Community
College Excellence; Broward College,
a “finalist with distinction” for that
same prize in 2021; and The College
of the Florida Keys, formerly known
as Florida Keys Community College,
offering bachelor’s degrees in nursing, hospitality and marine resource
management and conservation
and associates degree programs.
Miami Dade College recently began
partnering with the University of
West Florida to expand cybersecurity
workforce development in Florida.

● LIFE SCIENCES / HEALTH CARE
Florida’s Southeast has reason to
be proud of its health care facilities, starting with the University of
Miami Hospital and Clinics. For the
18th consecutive year, U.S. News
& World Report’s “Best Hospitals
2021-22” ranked UM’s Bascom Palmer
Eye Institute No. 1 in the nation for
ophthalmology. UM also earned high
marks in neurology and neurosurgery

The ReefLine, an underwater public sculpture park, snorkel
trail and artificial reef, is taking shape in the ocean about 900
feet offshore. The project will be seven miles long and feature
installations by multiple artists.
to major and/or minor teams in about every sport.
Miami-Dade boasts three pro teams — the MLB Miami
Marlins, the NBA Miami Heat, the NFL Miami Dolphins
— and two championship venues — the HomesteadMiami Speedway where the Ford Championship
Weekend in November decides all three of NASCAR’s
premier series crowns, and the Miami Open tennis
tournament at The Tennis Center at Crandon Park.
Broward County also hosts some pro teams — the
NHL Florida Panthers, the MLS Inter Miami CF and
the NASL Fort Lauderdale Strikers. And scheduled
to open in 2025: the International Swimming Hall of
Fame and the Fort Lauderdale Aquatic Center.

(No. 35) and in ear, nose and throat
(No. 44). Elsewhere in the region,
Cleveland Clinic Florida in Weston
was recognized for gastroenterology
and GI surgery (No. 33), and Mount
Sinai Medical Center in Miami Beach
was singled out for geriatrics (No. 45).
Pediatric facilities received notice
too. On U.S. News & World Report’s
“Best Children’s Hospitals 2021-22,”
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital in Miami
took honors in five pediatric specialties: neurology and neurosurgery
(No. 24); pulmonology & lung surgery (No. 36); orthopedics (No. 40);
cardiology & heart surgery (No. 46);
and diabetes & endocrinology (No.
49). Also recognized: Joe DiMaggio
Children’s Hospital at Memorial
Regional Hospital, Hollywood, for
orthopedics (No. 32) and cardiology
& heart surgery (No. 49); and Holtz
Children’s Hospital at UM-Jackson
Memorial Medical Center in Miami for
diabetes & endocrinology (No. 47).
In other news across this sector:
• Baptist Health South Florida, the
region’s largest health system, has
launched a $100-million “total digital
transformation” aimed at revolutionizing how patients seek and receive
health care across its facilities.

• Baptist Health’s new Fishermen’s
Community Hospital celebrated its
“official grand opening” in Marathon
in July 2021. Designed to withstand
a Category 5 hurricane, the 37,300sq.-ft. structure replaces the previous
Fishermen’s Hospital, which was
leveled by Hurricane Irma in 2017.
• Cleveland Clinic Florida has
opened the Florida Research and
Innovation Center in Port St. Lucie.
Focusing on the prevention of infectious diseases, the new 107,000-sq.ft. facility will be closely aligned with
Cleveland Clinic’s Ohio-based Center
for Global and Emerging Pathogens
Research established in April 2020 to
broaden understanding of emergent
pathogens.
• Florida International University
has launched a program to train
nurses to perform forensic exams
of sexual assault survivors in rural
areas. The program — a partnership
between the Nicole Wertheim College
of Nursing & Health Sciences and the
Global Forensic and Justice Center at
FIU — teaches nurses how to collect
DNA evidence, tend to patients’
physical and emotional needs and
become expert witnesses in civil and
criminal trials.
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Exit 152

Legacy Park at Tradition by The Sansone Group

DISCOVERED:
St.Lucie County –

Exit 129
Interstate Crossroads Business Center by SL Industrial Partners

South Florida’s hottest
new industrial
development market
What do Amazon, FedEx Ground, Cheney Brothers, the Sansone Group,
SL Industrial Partners and others have in common? All have discovered the
unmatched benefits of siting industrial facilities in St. Lucie County.

Located midway between Miami and Orlando and within a three-hour
drive of 70% of Florida’s cities,
St. Lucie County offers, by far,
Lowest industrial
southeastern Florida’s lowest
FACT land & labor costs in
industrial land costs as low as
southeast Florida
$1.50 per square foot, compared
to $6.58 in Miami and $5 in Palm
Beach. The county’s industrial
sites have excellent access to Interstate 95 and Florida’s Turnpike.
St. Lucie County and its municipalities, Fort Pierce and Port St. Lucie,
are known for the ability to provide exceptional speed-to-market. In the
past few years, a 106,000-square-foot expansion with an environmental
component was approved in 41 days and 1.1 million square feet of new
construction in 89 days.
“Successful economic development truly is a team sport,” said Pete
Tesch, president of the Economic Development Council of St. Lucie
County (EDC). “In addition to our location, land availability, low costs, and
workforce, our county, municipalities and the EDC work closely together
to ensure companies interested in creating jobs here receive expedited
review, tax incentives if qualified, and the kind of sincere welcome not often
experienced elsewhere.”

Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County

Jill Marasa, Vice President Business Retention & Expansion
jmarasa@youredc.com or 772-336-6257

FACT

Unmatched Speed-to-Market:
Pursuit Boats – 41 days
Amazon Fulfillment – 89 days
Legacy Park Spec 1 & 2 – 96 days
FedEx Ground – 108 days
Interstate Crossroads – 108 days

St. Lucie County also offers a dynamic workforce of 156,060, with the lowest
average labor costs in southeast Florida and a low median age of 43.4.
A March 2021 study on commuting patterns by the State of Florida noted
that 62.4% of the county’s workforce currently out-commutes, highlighting
the opportunity to draw these commuters to new local jobs.
Robust career and technical training programs are offered by St. Lucie
Public Schools and Indian River State College (IRSC). The college was
ranked as the nation’s No. 1 state college in 2019 and operates six
campuses in the four-county region. In addition to offering associate
and bachelor’s degrees, IRSC provides short-term, in-demand career
certifications and is constructing a
new 50,000-square-foot Advanced
Port St. Lucie is
Workforce Training Center. With a
the 3rd largest city
FACT in South Florida
98% high school graduation rate
and more than 35 career and
& the 7th largest
technical education programs, St.
city in the state
Lucie’s non-college-bound youth
also have many options to help
them prepare for successful careers in targeted industries.
Finally, with housing costs 8.9% under the national average and significant
residential single-family and multi-tenant development – over 3,800 singlefamily home permits were issued in 2020 with the cities and county on
target to exceed 4,000 in 2021 – St. Lucie is southeast Florida’s most
affordable county.

YourEDC.com

St.Lucie County
Port St. Lucie
Fort Pierce
St. Lucie County SNAPSHOT
Growing
Population

+18.4%

2010-2020 US Census

Median Age

43.4

Florida EDR June 2021

Labor Force

Port St. Lucie
Housing Costs

Florida DEO
July 2021

of national average per
Salary.com

156,060

-8.9%

Located in
the heart of
southeast
Florida, St.
Lucie County
is within a
three-hour
drive of 70%
of the state.

Daytona Beach

Tampa
Port
St. Lucie

Sarasota

The Sansone Group is developing 425 acres of vacant land and 5.4 million square feet
of Class A industrial space, fronting I-95 in Port St. Lucie at Exit 114.
Build-to-suit lease opportunities are available from 168,000 to over 1 million square feet
approved for distribution, logistics, e-commerce, manufacturing and light industrial
uses. Two speculative industrial facilities are slotted for spring 2022 completion.
Existing tenants include FedEx Ground and Cheney Brothers.

Ideally located with direct access to and frontage between Florida’s Turnpike and
I-95 in Fort Pierce at Exit 129, SL Industrial Partners, a division of the Silverman
Group, has 550,505 square feet under Phase 1 construction for first quarter 2022
industrial warehouse occupancy.
Single facility for lease is expandable in Phase 2 to 1.13 million square feet, or two
550,505-square-foot buildings.

Tambone at Tradition has 25.5 acres off Exit 118 on
I-95, just north of Legacy Park, available for sale –
light industrial or office uses.

Regional
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SOUTHWEST

Southwest

Consisting of just three coastal counties,
Southwest is Florida’s smallest economic
development region by land size, but
it looms large as an ideal business site
for three reasons: (1) This region’s largest
county by area — Collier — is also Florida’s
second richest by per capita income;
(2) Lee County, which is home to Fort Myers
and Cape Coral, is among the state’s fastest
growing counties; and (3) Charlotte County, with
its strategic location along I-75 between Tampa and
Miami, proves its logistical prowess daily by providing
easy access to a potential 4 million customers within a
90-mile radius. And if you’re not sold on this region quite yet,
here’s another plus to consider: WalletHub’s 2021 nationwide
ranking of “Best Small Cities to Start a Business,” put Fort Myers at
No. 8, the only city outside of America’s West to make the Top 10 cut.

● LIFE SCIENCES & HEALTH CARE
CHARLOTTE
COLLIER
LEE

2

COMMERCIAL
AIRPORTS

4 COLLEGES /
UNIVERSITIES

Medical device manufacturer Arthrex
first came to Florida’s Southwest in 1991,
and as its footprint grew in the region, so
did a sizeable life sciences cluster. In 2020,
as Arthrex opened a new 300,000-sq.ft. headquarters and 160-room hotel to
accommodate visiting physicians for training on its medical devices in Naples, these
other health care companies were finding
corporate homes here too:
• NeoGenomics, a specialist in cancer
genetics testing and information services,
has opened a 150,000-sq.-ft. headquarters
with space for laboratory and corporate
support functions near Southwest Florida
International Airport in Fort Myers. In May
2021, NeoGenomics acquired Inivata, a
British-based liquid biopsy maker.
• Lenkbar
invents, designs
and manufacEmCyte has established a
tures surgical
30,000-sq.-ft. headquarters
devices and
with 40 employees in Fort
implants that
Myers to manufacture devices
aim to simplify
for extracting the plateletsurgery for
rich plasma (PRP) used in
physicians and
improve patient
sports medicine, orthopedics
outcomes.
and chronic wound care to
Founded in 2012
stimulate healing.
with just three
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employees, Lenkbar has recently expanded
into a 20,000-sq.-ft. facility near Naples
airport.
• Catalyst OrthoScience, founded in 2014
by an orthopedic surgeon, this Naplesbased firm develops innovative medical
solutions that make orthopedic surgery less
invasive and more efficient for doctors and
their patients.
In addition, Florida’s Southwest region
is served by three primary health care
systems: Lee Health, with four acute care
hospitals in Lee County — Lee Memorial,
HealthPark Medical Center, Gulf Coast
Medical Center and Cape Coral Hospital,
plus Golisano Children’s Hospital; NCH
Healthcare with two hospitals — NCH Baker
and NCH North Naples — and in Charlotte
County, Bayfront Health with full-service
hospitals in Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda
and a Bayfront Health ER & Urgent Care in
Cape Coral.
In 2021, two Lee Health facilities made
news: Lee Memorial Hospital was named
No. 9 “Best Hospital in Florida” by U.S.
News & World Report; and Gulf Coast
Medical Center opened a new, 52-bed
intensive care unit as part of the facility’s
$315-million expansion, which is expected
to wrap up later this year.
KEY PLAYERS: Arthrex, Naples; Lee Health, Fort Myers;
NCH Healthcare System, Naples; NeoGenomics, Fort Myers

Charlotte County
#1

Individual Taxes

#2
Unemployment

Insurance Taxes

NATION’S
BEST TAX
CLIMATE

#4
Overall Rank
-2021 STATE BUSINESS TAX CLIMATE INDEX

#6
Corporate Taxes
#13
Property Taxes

“The EDP connects us with
leaders in the community.
CenturyLink enjoys the
collaboration, camaraderie and
the opportunity to participate
in the growth of our community
to make Charlotte County a
great place to live and work.”
- AMY BIENER, CenturyLink

The mission of the Charlotte
County Economic Development Partnership is to
educate, advocate and
promote a healthy environment for Charlotte County.
The EDP is a public-private partnership
in Charlotte County working to support a
positive business environment, support our
educators to meet the needs of business
and protect the underlying natural environment of the community.

To find out more visit,
www.CharlotteEDP.com
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SOUTHWEST

● TECHNOLOGY
While medical devices are an
important component of Southwest
Florida’s technology sector, they do
not represent the full gamut of technical expertise available throughout
the region. Consider also these tech
companies that are focused on nonmedical solutions:
• Tech research and advisory firm
Gartner, a fixture in Fort Myers for
more than 20 years, has opened a new
campus on Paul J. Doherty Parkway
near the airport and plans to add as
many as 2,300 workers in sales, client
service, research and finance by 2022.
• Cigent, a cybersecurity company
established in 2018 in Fort Myers, uses
advanced endpoint and managed
network security solutions to thwart
ransomware attacks and stop data
theft even after a security breach.
• Bonita Springs-based Flightdocs
offers aviation management software
for aircraft maintenance tracking,
inventory management and flight
operations.
KEY PLAYERS: Alta Resources, Fort Myers; ASG
Technologies, Naples; Cigent Technology, Fort Myers;
Gartner, Stamford, Conn.; Zypha Corporation, Port
Charlotte

● LOGISTICS &
TRANSPORTATION
Companies representing a variety of
industry sectors and sizes throughout
Southwest Florida enjoy ready accessibility to domestic and international
markets in multiple ways. I-75 bisects
the region from north to south linking
distributors in Charlotte, Lee and
Collier counties to major population
centers throughout the Southeast and
to their five deep-water ports that are
within a half-day’s drive. Thanks to
this level of proximity to widespread
markets, Florida’s Southwest region
has established a solid reputation for
excellence in logistics and distribution.
One company drawn here because
of this region’s seamless connections
is food service distributor Cheney
Brothers. Founded in 1925 in Riviera
Beach on Florida’s east coast, this
family-owned and operated firm chose
to site its fifth distribution center
along I-75 in Punta Gorda in 2015.
Since opening at 250,000 square feet,
the facility has twice expanded and
today, standing at a total of 455,000
square feet, employs close to 450.
And it’s not alone. All across
the region businesses looking to

Southwest Florida International Airport experienced its busiest month ever as a
record-breaking 839,377 passengers traveled through the terminal in June 2021. The sixdigit figure represented an increase of 253% compared to travel stats in June 2020 and
was more than 43% above the numbers posted in pre-pandemic June 2019. The airport
served close to 6 million passengers total in 2020.

streamline their distribution and logistics operations are choosing to settle
in Florida’s Southwest. Neighboring
Lee County, for example, is home to
R&L Truckload Services and ScottLynn
USA, which is nearing completion on
its new 60,000-sq.-ft. North American
corporate headquarters off I-75 in Fort
Myers.
Builders are scrambling to deliver
new and bigger distribution facilities
too. A North Carolina-based commercial real estate development firm has
received preliminary approval to build
a 250,000-sq.-ft. distribution center in
Punta Gorda with completion slated
for 2022. Rumor has it the tenant
might be FedEx. Meanwhile, in Collier
County, Uline, a manufacturer of packaging materials, is planning to build a
950,000-sq.-ft. distribution center not
far from the site where online retail
giant Amazon has proposed the opening of a “last mile” distribution center
on roughly 18 acres designated for
commercial development.
There’s renewed activity at Punta
Gorda Airport too, where construction
is underway on an $18-million expansion, and three aviation companies —
Airtrek, Arcadia Aerospace and APG
Avionics — have settled in, prompting
renewed interest in creating a hub
for airplane parts manufacturers
and aviation MRO (maintenance,
repair and overhaul) businesses if
additional space can be found. And
another bit of good news: The Florida
International Air Show, which was
canceled in 2020 for the first time in
38 years due to the pandemic, returns
to Punta Gorda in October 2021.
KEY PLAYERS: Amazon, Seattle, Wa.; Arcadia
Aerospace Industries, Punta Gorda; Cheney Brothers,
Riviera Beach; Intrepid Aerospace, Fort Myers; Paramount
Logistics, Fort Myers
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● MANUFACTURING
Florida’s Southwest is wellknown as a hub for medical device
manufacturing, but this region is
also home to facilities creating
everything from LED retrofit kits to
custom UL certified insulated wires
for applications in defense, medical and dental devices and cutting
machines.
In summer 2021, Southwest’s manufacturing industry sector welcomed
its newest arrival: impact resistant
window and door manufacturer
PGT Innovations. Headquartered in
Sarasota County in Florida’s Tampa
Bay region, PGT began operations
at its newly leased 130,000-sq.-ft.
manufacturing facility in Fort Myers
in June. The plant, which runs 24/7,
is expected to add 240 new jobs.
KEY PLAYERS: Global Tech LED, Bonita Springs;
Pelican Wire, Naples; Shaw Development, Bonita
Springs

● RENEWABLE ENERGY
Babcock Ranch, the self-contained,
sustainable community that straddles
portions of Charlotte and Lee counties, has been solar-powered with
help from Florida Power & Light Co.
(FPL) almost from its very start.
Now, thanks to that same utility,
solar energy is finally coming to residents in another Southwest county.
In July 2021, Collier County commissioners approved the construction
of their first solar energy plant in
Immokalee on a nearly 600-acre
plot of land where oranges formerly
grew. Scheduled for completion by
March 2022, the yet-to-be-named
FPL solar plant will be capable of
powering 15,000 homes.

WHEN YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A LOCATION
THAT MAKES BUSINESS A PLEASURE,
ONLY PARADISE WILL DO.
Vacationers and meeting attendees worldwide know
Naples, Marco Island and the Everglades for our yearround warm weather, sunshine and luxury amenities.
Business owners and CEOs know us as a destination
worth considering for relocation of their business,
their employees and their families.
Known as Florida’s Paradise Coast, this area of
Southwest Florida offers everything you’re looking for
in a location: Easy accessibility for travel and cargo.

A diverse and educated workforce. Free Trade and
Innovation Zones. A business-friendly environment,
and more.
We invite you to speak to our Economic Development
team today and plan a visit to see for yourself.
Because if you’re considering a location that makes
both business and lifestyle a pleasure every day,
only Paradise will do.

L E A R N M O R E AT C O L L I E R E D O . O R G
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Mangrove forest research for
FGCU’s Water School

● EDUCATION
Southwest Florida is home to
Florida Gulf Coast University, which
earned two spots on U.S. News
& World Report’s “Best Regional
Universities South” rankings: No. 68
among “Regional Universities South”
and No. 16 among “Most Innovative
Schools.” Since its opening in 1997,
Florida Gulf Coast has grown to
include 15,000 students working
toward 63 undergraduate and 33
graduate degrees. Newly opened on
the FGCU campus in fall 2021: Lucas
Hall, a 27,000-sq.-ft., three-story
building to house entrepreneurial
programs, classes and students
under one roof. Previously, entrepreneurial students had to take many

of their classes at FGCU’s Emergent
Technologies Institute, a 20-minute
drive away from the main campus.
And coming soon at FGCU: The Water
School, a comprehensive center
for learning and research devoted

to water, with specialized curricula
leading toward undergraduate and
graduate degrees.
Also providing higher educational
opportunities in this region are two
private universities and a state college:
Hodges University with campuses in
Naples and Fort Myers; Ave Maria, a
Catholic university and town created by Domino’s Pizza founder Tom
Monaghan; and Florida SouthWestern
State College offering baccalaureate,
associate and certificate programs
at sites in Punta Gorda, Naples,
Fort Myers and LaBelle, as well as a
Corporate Training Center in Bonita
Springs, where programs can be
tailored specifically to the needs of
Southwest employers.

LIFE & LEISURE
No Better Place to Settle In
According to WalletHub, three of the top 25 fastest
growing cities in the U.S. are in Lee County: Fort Myers
(No. 1); Cape Coral (No. 14); and Lehigh Acres (No. 21).
And once people get here, it seems they settle in and
stay. According to U.S. News & World Report’s ranking
of “Best U.S. Places to Retire,” Fort Myers came in at
No. 2 and Naples was No. 4.
So Much to See and Do
It’s downright impossible to be bored in Florida’s
Southwest because this place overflows with so
many things to see and do. Start with the natural
“stuff” — Ten Thousand Islands National Refuge; Big
Cypress National Preserve; Everglades National Park;
and Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, home to the largest remaining stand of old-growth cypress trees in
North America. And add to all of this: miles of coastal
waters for fishing, swimming, boating and birdwatching. If you’re into beachcombing, do check out

Bowman’s Beach on Sanibel Island — one of Conde
Nast Traveler’s 2021 “Best Beaches in the U.S.” Just be
sure to bring along a bucket for all the seashells you’ll
collect.
Green Development
Babcock Ranch, Southwest Florida’s solar-powered
community planned for up to 50,000 residents and
19,500 homes, continues to grow. Powered by a 440acre solar plant producing close to 75 megawatts of
electricity, Babcock Ranch has a downtown district, a
fitness center, medical offices, meeting rooms, a park
with tennis, pickleball and basketball courts and two
schools: Babcock Neighborhood School (K-8) and,
under construction, Babcock High School (9-12). Of
Babcock’s 18,000 available acres, half are set aside as
greenways, parks and interconnected lakes. And newly
opened in September 2021: a 48,387-sq.-ft. Publix
supermarket with a drive-through pharmacy to serve
as the anchor for an 82,640-sq.-ft. shopping center.

After a 17-month hiatus brought on by
COVID-19, construction is underway once
again at Allegiant Air’s Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor. Plans call for the 24-acre
high-rise “community” overlooking the Gulf of
Mexico to include 512 hotel rooms and 273
bedroom suites, plus 19 restaurants, two pools
— one on the rooftop — and 55,000 square feet
of conference space. At its opening — projected
for early 2023 — Sunseeker expects to have
an estimated 1,150 employees, making it the
third largest employer in Florida’s Southwest.
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Southwest Florida’s

Largest City

SEEKS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPERS
C

ity-owned Properties Available
Financial Incentives
Largest Workforce in SW Florida
5th Fastest Growing mid-sized
City in the U.S.
25 Miles from Two Airports
Vacancy Rates for Industrial Less than 5%

VISIT US ONLINE

www.CapeCoral.net/edo

Ricardo Noguera Rnoguera@capecoral.net 239.233.7427
Nita Whaley nwhaley@capecoral.net 239.574.0443

Regional
Round-Ups

SOUTH
CENTRAL

DESOTO
GLADES
HARDEE
HENDRY
HIGHLANDS
OKEECHOBEE

South
Central
1 STATE

COLLEGE

With its rolling green woodlands and wide open spaces, South Central is unique among
Florida’s eight economic development regions. To site your business here is to be,
quite literally, in the “Center of Everything.” Within a 150-mile radius are 10 commercial
airports, eight deep-water ports, three interstate highways and Florida’s Turnpike, plus
the Okeechobee Waterway, a system of navigable rivers and canals linking Florida’s
east and west coasts through Lake Okeechobee. This is Florida’s heartland, where
agribusiness thrives alongside manufacturing, distribution and solar power, and
residents still find time to browse antique shops for hidden treasure, take walks in the
wild and enjoy leisurely Sunday afternoon drives.
● LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION

In February 2021, Bernie Little Distributors
broke ground in Sebring on a new 100,000sq.-ft. state-of-the-art distribution facility,
which includes a 63,000-sq.-ft. air-conditioned
warehouse and a 9,600-sq.-ft. community
event center.

Florida’s South Central region is an
ideal spot to facilitate the distribution
of goods and supplies. In addition to
interstate highway availability, this
region is home to four U.S. highways
and 12 state roads as well as ready
rail cargo capabilities via CSX and
South Central Florida Express, and
passenger service at Amtrak stops in
Sebring and Okeechobee.
Air access is on the rise here
too. At Sebring Regional Airport in
Highlands County, a new 50,000-sq.ft. Hangar Complex, with dedicated
parking areas and individual buildings
ranging from 8,000 to 15,000 square
feet each, is in the planning stages.
Construction on the first standalone structure — a 15,000-sq.-ft.
hangar — is slated to begin in 2022.
Also planned: a 1,776-foot extension
to Runway 01-19 to accommodate
existing and future airport operations.
Sebring Regional, which combines a
commerce park and airport on 2,000
acres, is a designated Foreign Trade
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Zone.
Meanwhile, at Airglades International
Airport in Clewiston, construction continues
on a $2.1 million, 4,000-sq.-ft. U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) facility, as part
of a redevelopment of the existing general
aviation airport into a perishable air cargo
hub. In February 2021, Airglades welcomed
its first MD-80 series aircraft, a first step
toward possibly partnering with U.S. carrier
World Atlantic Airlines to provide maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) services.
Individual companies that rely on
distribution capabilities have found success in Florida’s South Central region too.
Case in point: Sebring-based Bernie Little
Distributors. Wholesaler for Anheuser
Busch and other specialized local and
national craft beers, the firm, which opened
its original distribution center here in 1985,
today employs more than 40 workers to
process and deliver beverage products
to some 400 retail accounts in Highlands
alone, as well as to Polk, Hardee and
Okeechobee counties.
KEY PLAYERS: Bernie Little Distributors, Sebring; Walmart
Distribution Center, Arcadia; Walpole Feed & Supply, Okeechobee

LAND FOR OPPORTUNITY
In Gloriously Natural Glades County

Moore Haven

Opportunity knocks at Americas Gateway Logistics Center, a 646-acre
shovel-ready industrial park with both highway and rail offering access
to Florida markets south of the I-4 corridor.

MORE TO MOORE HAVEN

This proximity offers markets for your products, workforce for your business and access to
beaches, ballparks, and boardrooms without the cost of living in urban Florida. According
to Site Selection Group, a business locating in Glades County will enjoy a 12 percent
savings in overall operating costs versus the coastal or central Florida markets and a lower
cost of living for you and your family.

Besides being in the middle of everywhere,
Glades County has among the lowest crime
rates in the state and high performance
education infrastructure including a new $26M
middle/high school where every graduating
senior qualifies for a scholarship for college or
technical school.

MORE TO GLADES COUNTY
BEYOND MOORE HAVEN
There’s more to Moore Haven than great
schools and great places to live, work and
play. With a nearly county-wide Opportunity
Zone Glades County offers gorgeous outdoor
scenery and spectacular nature-based
recreation, whether fishing in Lakeport,
paddling in Palmdale, hunting in Muse, biking in
Buckhead, or boating in Ortona.
To learn more about the opportunities awaiting
you and your family, contact us today!
Glades County Economic Development Council
(863) 946-0300
twhirls@gladescountyedc.com

With the largest Opportunity Zone in the state, Glades County is the land for opportunity for
your business, your family and you.

A scenic location on the
Okeechobee Waterway
connecting Ft. Myers to Stuart,
Moore Haven, Glades’ County
seat, is the natural midpoint
for some 10,000-watercraft
transiting the Okeechobee
Waterway each year, not to
mention 11,000 tourists and
other motorists that cross the
bridge on US 27 each day.

marina and other facilities for transiting boaters.
Return on investment is assured through A shaded Riverwalk and tennis courts attract
visitors and residents alike, while children delight
tasteful architectural standards and
in a waterfront playground and splash park.
amenities including yacht dockage, a

Regional
Round-Ups

SOUTH
CENTRAL
LIFE & LEISURE

● AGRIBUSINESS
All six South Central counties
rank among the top statewide for
cattle and calves with Okeechobee
and Highlands leading the pack in
2020 at 175,000 and 120,000 head,
respectively.
Fresh fruits and vegetables have an
important role to play too. This region
is the number one producer of fresh
tomatoes in the U.S., and oranges,
grapefruit and tangerines remain
among this area’s top agricultural
crops. In 2020, citrus firm Alico made
news with the purchase of 3,280 acres
of groves in Hendry County, bringing
its total Florida citrus acreage to more
than 48,000.
Other top-notch agricultural players in Hendry include Frey Farms, in
LaBelle, the nation’s largest producer of watermelon; C&B Farms, in
Clewiston, the largest source of culinary herbs along the East Coast; and
the big daddy of them all, U.S. Sugar,
the largest producer of sugarcane in
the U.S. by volume.
KEY PLAYERS: Lykes Brothers, Lake Placid,
Okeechobee, LaBelle; The Mosaic Company, Hardee and
DeSoto counties; U.S. Sugar, Clewiston

● RENEWABLE ENERGY
With an abundance of available land
and sunshine, Florida’s South Central
region offers an ideal environment
to cultivate solar power. In 2009, the
state’s largest utility, Florida Power &
Light, built its first solar power plant
in DeSoto. In 2016, FPL opened its
second DeSoto County solar power
plant — Citrus Solar Energy Center —
on the same site, but three times the
size of the first. Next came Wildflower
and Cattle Ranch solar energy centers,
followed by a fifth facility — Rodeo
Solar Energy Center comprising
300,000 panels and generating 74.5
megawatts — which began powering
some 15,000 homes in May 2021.
Hendry and Okeechobee have
also loomed large as solar energy
sites in FP&L’s goal to become this
state’s largest generator of solar
energy. FP&L added Hammock Solar
Energy Center in 2018 and in 2020,
Blue Heron Solar Energy Center and
Okeechobee Solar Energy Center.
Scheduled to open by the end of 2021
are two more Okeechobee sites —
Fort Drum Solar Energy Center and
Lakeside Solar Energy Center.
Meanwhile, Duke Energy Florida,
Florida’s other primary utility, is
adding solar facilities too. In addition

South Central is home to South Florida
State College with four campuses
offering bachelor and associate degree
programs in fields such as accounting,
agriculture, business, elementary education, health sciences and information
technology as well as certificates in a
variety of workplace specialties, including cosmetology, emergency medical
services, fire science and hospitality.
to its Lake Placid Solar Power Plant,
Duke plans to open two more in
Hardee County: Charlie Creek Solar
Power Plant on 610 acres and Fort
Green Solar Power Plant on 500 acres.
KEY PLAYERS: Florida Power & Light, Juno Beach;
Duke Energy Florida, St. Petersburg

● MANUFACTURING
Companies making everything from
sunscreen to fertilizer have found
right sites and a ready workforce in
South Central Florida, including these
production facilities:
• Stream2Sea (eco-conscious skin
and hair care products) in Wauchula;
• CitraPac (FruitPearls and other
frozen fruit healthy snacks) in Sebring;
• Steel Blue Fabrication (prefabricated meter sets; regulator stations;
manifolds; and complete measurement stations/skids) in Avon Park; and
• Wedgworth (custom-blended
fertilizer products) in Moore Haven.
Among new activity in this sector:
• Nucor Corporation began
operations at its new $240-million
steel plant in Frostproof. The mill is
expected to produce up to 350,000
metric tons of rebar annually from
Florida’s abundant supply of scrap
metal.
• Bautech USA continues construction of its new facility at Okeechobee
Airport Industrial Park which is
expected to produce 800 metric tons/
day of precast concrete products.
KEY PLAYERS: CitraPac, Sebring; Entegra Roof
Tile, Okeechobee; Florikan, Bowling Green; Stream2Sea,
Wauchula
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We’re Baaack!!!
Looking for a clue as to when life
might return to normal following the
pandemic? Just circle the month of
March on your 2022 calendar. That’s
when three of South Central’s most
iconic events return in full force.
Up first is the four-day
Okeechobee Music & Arts Festival
at Sunshine Grove, a non-stop music
fest reminiscent of Woodstock featuring a multitude of musical acts
and some 25,000 spectators.
Next up is the 94th annual
Arcadia All Florida Championship
Rodeo at Mosaic Arena with a full
complement of rodeo events.
And finally, the 70th annual Mobil
1 Twelve Hours of Sebring endurance race and four-day car-themed
party. Can’t make this particular
race? Not to worry — activities
at Sebring International Raceway
include 175 individual events on
more than 250 days throughout the
year.
Need an Excuse to Celebrate?
If there’s one thing the people
of Florida’s South Central region
love, it’s a good festival. Animals,
vegetables, flowers, fruit, fish – you
name it. Among the annual “honorees” are: catfish (January in Moore
Haven); sour oranges (January in
Lakeport); speckled perch (January
in Okeechobee); watermelon (May
in Arcadia); caladium (July/August
in Lake Placid); and newly hatched
baby alligators (August in Palmdale).
So Much of the Wild to See and Do
Here are some suggestions for
interesting things you can see and
do at little or no cost:
• Take a long walk around
Okeechobee — the second largest
freshwater lake in the U.S.
• Try hunting for fossils — mammoths are known to have once lived
in these parts.
• Keep your eye out for the elusive Florida panther; best viewing
times are dawn and dusk.
• Get to know some real
Floridians at Big Cypress Seminole
Indian Reservation ... maybe even
spend the night in an authentic
chickee hut.
• Gaze up at a sky full of stars.
Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State
Park near Okeechobee is remote
enough to make a visit worth your
while.

START. RELOCATE. EXPAND.

Hendry County
Location

Hendry County is centrally
located between coasts
just south of Lake
Okeechobee.

Workforce

In 2019, Hendry ranked
#1 as the top earner of
Industry Certifications in
rural districts in Florida.

Opportunities

Major projects are
underway such as the new
sector plans developed for
the growth curve, the C-43
Reservoir, and the
Airglades International
Airport.

Incentives

When it comes to starting
a business in Hendry, we
stand out for our low cost
of operating.

Located in the Heartland of Florida, Hendry is home to LaBelle and Clewiston. Our largest
industries include sugar and citrus, but beyond that, we are a place of small and family-owned
businesses with plenty of room for growth & opportunities. Our business-friendly culture, well
developed infrastructure, and proximity to major ports, population centers, and other key assets
make Hendry an optimal business location.
HENDRYEDC.COM | 863-675-6007

Points of
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BUSINESS LEADERS

Largest Public and Private Companies
TOP 20 PUBLIC COMPANIES
COMPANY

LOCATION

To purchase Florida Trend’s Top 125
Public Companies and Top 225
Private Companies lists with
additional data not published here,
visit floridatrend.com/toprank
or contact Connie Greenblatt at
cgreenblatt@floridatrend.com

TOP 20 PRIVATE COMPANIES

REVENUE

(IN BILLIONS) EMPLOYEES

LINE OF
BUSINESS

COMPANY

REVENUE
LOCATION (IN BILLIONS) EMPLOYEES

LINE OF
BUSINESS

1

Jabil Circuit

St. Petersburg

$27.3

240,000

Electronic
components
manufacturing

1

Publix Super
Markets

Lakeland

$44.9

200,000

2

Lennar

Miami

$22.5

9,495

Home building

2

Tech Data

Clearwater

$37.9

14,000

Computer
distribution

3

AutoNation

Fort
Lauderdale

$20.4

21,600

Auto dealerships

3

Miami

$21.0

21,500

Wine, spirits,
beer distributor

4

World Fuel
Services

Miami

$20.4

4,300

Petroleum
products
distribution

Southern Glazer’s
Wine & Spirits

4

H.I.G. Capital
Management

Miami

$19.7

350

5

L3Harris

Melbourne

$18.2

48,000

Telecommunications equipment

Investment
holding
company

5

Sun Capital Partners Boca Raton

$17.1

135

6

NextEra Energy

Juno Beach

$18.0

9,100

Energy provider

Private
investment firm

JM Family
Enterprises

Deerfield
Beach

4,224

Automotive

7

Jacksonville

$12.6

62,000

Information
technology
support services

6

$16.0

Fidelity National
Information
Services

7

Brightstar

Miami

$11.3

4,000

8

Fidelity National
Financial

Jacksonville

$10.8

27,058

Title insurance

Wireless device
solutions /
distribution

8

280

CSX

Jacksonville

$10.6

19,300

Railroads

University
Park

$11.1

9

Benderson
Development

ODP (formerly Office

Florida Blue

Jacksonville

$10.2

6,500

Boca Raton

$9.7

37,000

Office products
retail /
distribution

9

10

10

Southeastern Grocers Jacksonville

$9.6

40,000

Grocery stores

Depot)

Grocery stores

Real estate
development
Health care

11

Mosaic

Tampa

$8.7

12,617

Phosphate /
potash mining

11

Fanjul Corp./
Florida Crystals

West Palm
Beach

$5.3

2,200

Agriculture /
real estate

12

Ryder System

Miami

$8.4

39,000

Transportation
services

12

TBC

Palm Beach
Gardens

$5.2

10,500

Tire retailer

13

Raymond James
Financial

St. Petersburg

$8.0

14,800

Financial services

13

Atlantic Auto Group

North Palm
Beach

$3.3

2,200

Auto
dealerships

14

Darden
Restaurants

Orlando

$7.8

177,000

14

Morgan Auto Group Tampa

$3.3

1,000

Auto
dealerships

15

Chewy

Dania Beach

$7.1

18,500

Pet food retail

15

Hard Rock
International

Davie

$3.3

45,000

Casinos

16

MasTec

Coral Gables

$6.3

18,000

Telecom
infrastructure
services

16

Chiquita Brands
International

Fort
Lauderdale

$3.1

20,000

Food products

17

Carnival

Miami

$5.6

58,000

Cruise line

17

NASCAR

Daytona
Beach

$3.0

1,500

18

Roper
Technologies

Sarasota

$5.5

18,400

Industrial
equipment and
components
production

18

Ultimate Kronos
Group

Weston

$3.0

13,000

HR /
management
software

19

ADT

Boca Raton

$5.3

20,500

Electronic security
provider

19

Arthrex

Naples

$2.8

6,000

Medical
manufacturer

20

Hertz Global
Holdings

Estero

$5.3

24,000

Car rental

20

Quirch Foods

Coral Gables

$2.7

1,400

Food
distribution

Restaurants

Ranked by 2020 revenue. Companies listed are those with Florida-based headquarters; derived
from data collected for Florida Trend’s Public 125 list. ©Copyright 2021 Trend Magazines Inc. This
list may not be reproduced in any format without written permission from the publisher.
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(formerly Ultimate
Software)

Auto racing

Ranked by 2020 revenue. Companies listed are those with Florida-based headquarters; derived
from data collected for Florida Trend’s Private 225 list. ©Copyright 2021 Trend Magazines Inc.
This list may not be reproduced in any format without written permission from the publisher.

ASSISTANCE & FUNDING

Business Incubators
EAST
CENTRAL

INCUBATOR

Burnout Game
Ventures

LOCATION

WEBSITE

TAMPA
BAY

INCUBATOR

Catapult

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Lakeland

catapultlakeland.com

Clearwater Business
SPARK

Clearwater

clearwaterbusinessspark.com

Innovations Capital Group

St. Petersburg

innovationscapitalgroup.com

Entrepreneur
Collaborative Center

Tampa

hillsboroughcounty.org/en
locations/entrepreneurcollaborative-center

nationalec.org

Florida-Israel
Business Accelerator

Tampa

fiba.io

Orlando

starterstudio.com

HuB

Sarasota

hubsarasota.com

TrepHub

Melbourne

trephub.com

Travel Startups (TSI)

Lake Wales

travelstartups.co

SMARTstart Pasco
Incubator Network

Lutz

smartstartpasco.com/
business-incubators

Spark Growth

Bradenton

sparkgrowth.net

University of
Central Florida Business
Incubation Program

Apopka, Central
Florida Research
Park, Daytona
Beach International
Airport,
Kissimmee, Lake
Nona, Orlando,
Winter Springs

incubator.ucf.edu

Station 2 Innovation

Bradenton

station2innovation.com

Tampa Bay Innovation
Center

St. Petersburg

tbinnovates.com

VentureScaleUp

Orlando

venturescaleup.com

Tampa Bay Wave

Tampa

tampabaywave.org

weVENTURE

Melbourne

weventure.fit.edu

USF Connect

Tampa

usfconnect.org

Winter Park

burngameven.com

Goldstein Business Accelerator

Oviedo

goldsteinaccelerator.com

Groundswell Startups

Melbourne

swellstartups.com

Melbourne Makerspace

Melbourne

melbournemakerspace.
org

MicaPlex

Daytona Beach

erau.edu/micaplex

National Entrepreneur
Center

Orlando

Starter Studio

INCUBATOR

NORTHWEST

Business
Innovation Center

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Panama City

bicpc.com

Co:Lab

Pensacola

colabpensacola.com

Domi Station

Tallahassee

domistation.com

Florida State University
Innovation Hub

Tallahassee

innovation.fsu.edu

Millaway Institute for
Entrepreneurship

Panama City

gulfcoast.edu/community/
millaway-institute

North Florida
Innovation Labs

Tallahassee

innovation-park.com/nfil

TechFarms

Panama City Beach techfarms.com

NORTH
CENTRAL

INCUBATOR

Power Plant
Business Incubator

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Ocala

flvec.com/power-plantbusiness-incubator

Santa Fe College
Incubators

Gainesville

sfcollege.edu/cied/incubators

Sid Martin Biotech

Alachua

innovate.research.ufl.edu/
sid-martin-biotech/

Starter Space

Gainesville

starterspace.com

NORTHEAST

INCUBATOR

Beaver Street
Enterprise Center

LOCATION

Jacksonville

WEBSITE

bsecenter.net
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Venture Capital Firms
VENTURE CAPITAL FIRM

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Antares Capital (Florida)

Miami

antarescapital.com

Arc Capital Development

Sarasota

arccd.com

Ark Applications

Lutz

arkapps.com

Axioma Ventures

Tampa

axiomaventures.com

Ballast Point Ventures

Tampa

ballastpointventures.com

Cito Ventures

Miami

citoventures.com

ClearSky Security

West Palm
Beach

clear-sky.com

DeepWork Capital

Orlando

deepworkcapital.com

Florida Funders

Tampa

floridafunders.com

Forefront Venture Partners

Boca Raton

forefrontvp.com

H.I.G. BioHealth Partners

Miami

higbio.com

John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation

Miami

knightfoundation.org

Las Olas Venture Capital

Fort Lauderdale

lasolasvc.com

Marc Bell Capital Partners

Boca Raton

marcbell.com

rokk3r.com

Miami Angels

Miami

miamiangels.vc

Miami

starthubcenters.
com

Miro Ventures

Boca Raton

miroventures.com

Montrose Capital Partners

Miami

montrosecapital.com

StartUP FIU

Miami

startup.fiu.edu

New World Angels

Boca Raton

newworldangels.com

Startup Miami

Miami

startup.miami

PGA Fund

Palm Beach
Gardens

pga.org

Phyto Partners

Boca Raton

phytopartners.com

TED Centers

Delray Beach,
Fort Lauderdale,
West Palm Beach

tedcenter.org

Proton Perlmutter Ventures

Naples

protonperlmutterventures.
com

Venture Hive

Miami

venturehive.com

PS27 Ventures

Jacksonville

ps27ventures.com

Responder Ventures

Jupiter

respondercorp.com

Seedfunders

St. Petersburg

seedfunders.com

SK Ventures

Sarasota

skvcap.com

Starlight Ventures

Miami

starlight.vc

StartUp Nation Ventures

Orlando

sunv.io

SOUTHEAST

INCUBATOR

CIC Miami

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Miami

cic.com/miami

EcoTech Visions

Miami

ecotechvisions.com

Endeavor Miami

Coral Gables

endeavormiami.
org

FAU Tech Runway

Boca Raton

techrunway.fau.
edu

Florida Women’s
Business Center

Delray Beach, Fort
Lauderdale, West
Palm Beach

flwbc.org

Founder Institute

Fort Lauderdale,
Miami

fi.co

GBDC Entrepreneurship
Institute

Boynton Beach

gbdcei.com

The Launch Pad

Coral Gables

thelaunchpad.org

Rokk3r

Miami

Starthub

SOUTHWEST

INCUBATOR

ARCEO

LOCATION

WEBSITE

Naples

arceo.us

Naples Accelerator

Naples

naplesaccelerator.
com

Tamiami Angel Funds

Naples

tamiamiangels.com

TheVentureCity

Miami

theventure.city

Southwest Florida
Enterprise Center

Fort Myers

swflenterprisecenter.com

Vestech Partners

Ocala

vestechpartners.com

Westlake Ventures

St. Petersburg

westlakeventures.net

Compiled from information supplied by PitchBook Data (pitchbook.com) and the Florida Venture Forum
(flventure.org). List includes venture capital firms and select angel investor groups making investments in the
past 12 months. ©Copyright 2021 Trend Magazines Inc. This list may not be reproduced in any format without
written permission from the publisher.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS

Economic Development Stakeholders
Enterprise Florida Inc. (EFI), the principal economic development organization for the state of Florida, forges strong partnerships,
not only between business and government, but on state and local levels. These partners listed here provide the basis for achieving
better coordination and outcomes for the state’s economic development efforts.
Florida Economic Development Council (FEDC) members representing city and county governments engage business and
government leaders in key economic development initiatives that improve local communities and elevate Florida’s global competitiveness. FEDC members are subject matter experts in economic, workforce and community development, with extensive experience in
helping companies establish and thrive in Florida.
See page 85 for information on the Florida SBDC Network.

STATEWIDE
CareerSource Florida
careersourceflorida.com

ORANGE COUNTY
Engineering Consulting
Services (ECS)
ecslimited.com

Florida Chamber of Commerce
flchamber.com/

Florida Central Railroad
regional-rail.com/florida-central/

Florida Economic
Development Council
fedconline.org

FloridaMakes, Inc.
floridamakes.com

Florida Regional Councils
Association
flregionalcouncils.org
Florida Ports Council
flaports.org

FloridaRealtors
floridarealtors.org
Nova Engineering and
Environmental
usanova.com/contact-us/

Florida High Tech Corridor
floridahightech.com
Seminole County Government
seminolecountyfl.gov
Seminole County Port Authority
portofsanford.org
Utilities Inc. of Florida
myutility.us/myuiflorida/

SUMTER COUNTY
Sumter County Economic
Development
sumterbusiness.com

Orange County Government
orangecountyfl.net/Economic
Development

VOLUSIA COUNTY
City of Daytona Beach Shores

Orange County Office of
Economic Trade
flvec.com/orange-county-officeof-economic-trade-tourismdevelopment

City of DeBary
debary.org

Orange Data
orangelien.com

City of New Smyrna Beach
cityofnsb.com

Orlando Economic Partnership
orlando.org

City of Ormond Beach
ormondbeach.org

careersourcebrevard.com

Teach for America
teachforamerica.org

City of Cocoa
cocoafl.org

Terracon
terracon.com

Team Volusia Economic
Development Corporation
teamvolusiaedc.com

City of Titusville
titusville.com

University of Central Florida
ucf.edu

EDC of Florida’s Space Coast
spacecoastedc.org

OSCEOLA COUNTY
City of Kissimmee

EAST CENTRAL

CareerSource Central Florida
careersourcecentralflorida.com
CareerSource Flagler Volusia
careersourcefv.com
Duke Energy
duke-energy.com/customerservice

BREVARD COUNTY
CareerSource Brevard

Florida Institute of Technology
fit.edu
North Brevard Economic
Development Zone
brevardfl.gov/northbrevard
economicdevelopmentzone
Space Florida
spaceflorida.gov

LAKE COUNTY
City of Groveland
groveland-fl.gov

City of Tavares
tavares.org
Lake County Agency for
Economic Prosperity
lakecountyfl.gov/agencies/economic_prosperity/

dbshores.org

City of Deltona
deltonafl.gov

Volusia County Economic
Development
floridabusiness.org

NORTH CENTRAL

City of St. Cloud
stcloud.org

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion
careersourceclm.com

Osceola County Economic
Development Department
greaterosceola.com

CareerSource Florida Crown
careersourcefloridacrown.com

visitcentralflorida.org

SEMINOLE COUNTY
City of Longwood
longwoodfl.org

City of Sanford
sanfordfl.gov
Florida Development Finance
Corporation
fdfcbonds.com

BRADFORD COUNTY
Bradford County Development
Authority
choosebradfordcounty.com/
index.php

Bradford County Board of
County Commissioners
bradfordcountyfl.gov/
commissioners

COLUMBIA COUNTY
Columbia County Economic
Development
edcolumbiacountyfl.com

HAMILTON COUNTY
Hamilton County
Development Authority
hamiltoncda.org

LEON COUNTY
North Florida Economic
Development Partnership
nflp.org

MADISON COUNTY
Madison County Development
Council

CareerSource North Florida
careersourcenorthflorida.com
North Central Florida Regional
Planning Council
ncfrpc.org
North Florida Regional
Chamber of Commerce
northfloridachamber.com/

ALACHUA COUNTY
Greater Gainesville Chamber
of Commerce
gainesvillechamber.com

JAXUSA Partnership
jaxusa.org
Northeast Florida Regional
Council
nefrc.org

BAKER COUNTY
Baker County Development
Commission
bakercountyfl.org

CLAY COUNTY
Clay County Board of County
Commissioners
claycountygov.com/about-us/
board-of-county-commissioners

Clay County Economic
Development Corporation
chooseclay.com

DUVAL COUNTY
CSX Transportation
csx.com

Jacksonville Office
of Economic Development
coj.net/departments/office-ofeconomic-development.aspx
JEA
jea.com

madisonfldevelopment.com

The Southern Group
thesoutherngroup.com

SUWANNEE COUNTY
Suwannee County Economic
Development Office

FLAGLER COUNTY
Flagler County Department
of Economic Opportunity

floridasnewfrontier.com

kissimmee.org

POLK COUNTY
Visit Central Florida

Weyerhaeuser
weyerhaeuser.com

UNION COUNTY
Union County

unioncounty-fl.gov

WALTON COUNTY
Walton County Economic
Development Alliance
wcedafl.com

WASHINGTON COUNTY
Washington County Chamber
of Commerce
washcomall.com

NORTHEAST

CareerSource Northeast
Florida
careersourcenortheastflorida.com

flvec.com/flagler-countydepartment-of-economicopportunity

NASSAU COUNTY
Nassau County Economic
Development Board

nassauflorida.com/home.aspx

PUTNAM COUNTY
Putnam County Chamber
of Commerce

putnamcountychamber.com

ST. JOHNS COUNTY
St. Johns County Board of
County Commissioners

co.st-johns.fl.us/Commissioners/
index.aspx#.XVnCnnt7mM9

St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce
sjcchamber.com
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NORTHWEST

Apalachee Regional Planning
Council
thearpc.com
CareerSource Gulf Coast
careersourcegc.com
CareerSource Capital Region
careersourcecapitalregion.com
CareerSource Chipola
careersourcechipola.com
Duke Energy
duke-energy.com/partner-with-us/
economic-development
Florida’s Great Northwest
floridasgreatnorthwest.com
North Florida Economic
Development Partnership
nflp.org
Opportunity Florida
opportunityflorida.com
PowerSouth Energy
Cooperative
powersouth.com

BAY COUNTY
Bay Economic Development
Alliance
bayeda.com

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
Florida SBDC Network
floridasbdc.org

Florida West Economic Development Alliance
floridawesteda.com
Gulf Power
gulfpower.com

GADSDEN COUNTY
Gadsden County Development
Council
gadsdenfldev.com

City of Gretna
mygretna.com

HOLMES COUNTY
Holmes County Development
Commission
holmescountyedc.com

Florida Harbor Pilots
Association
floridapilots.com
Leon County Office of
Economic Vitality
oevforbusiness.org
Liberty Partners of Tallahassee
libertypartnersfl.com
The Able Trust
abletrust.org
Veterans Florida
veteransflorida.org
VisionFirst Advisors LLC
visionfirstadvisors.com

OKALOOSA COUNTY
Economic Development
Council of Okaloosa County
florida-edc.org

SANTA ROSA COUNTY
Santa Rosa Economic
Development Office
santarosaedo.com

City of Hollywood
hollywoodfl.org
City of Sunrise
sunrisefl.org
City of Tamarac
tamarac.org
City of Wilton Manors
wiltonmanors.com
Dania Beach Community
Redevelopment Agency
daniabeachcra.org
Deerfield Beach Economic
Development Council
deerfieldbeachedc.com
Greater Fort Lauderdale
Alliance
gflalliance.org

Economic Development
Council of St. Lucie County
youredc.com

MANATEE COUNTY
CareerSource Suncoast

St. Lucie County Government
stlucieco.gov

Bradenton Area Economic
Development Corp.
bradentonareaedc.com/

SOUTHWEST

PASCO COUNTY
Pasco Board of County
Commissioners

cityofpsl.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY
Babcock Ranch

kitsonpartners.com/communities/
babcock-ranch

Charlotte County Economic
Development
cleared4takeoff.com
Marketing Alliance, Inc.
marketingallianceinc.com

COLLIER COUNTY
Collier County Business &
Economic Development

careersourcesuncoast.com

pascocountyfl.net

Pasco Economic Development
Council
pascoedc.com

PINELLAS COUNTY
CareerSource Pinellas

careersourcepinellas.com

City of Clearwater
myclearwater.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Indian River County Chamber
of Commerce

LEE COUNTY
City of Cape Coral

City of Pinellas Park
pinellas-park.com

Duke Energy
duke-energy.com/partner-with-us/
economic-development

MARTIN COUNTY
Business Development Board
of Martin County

City of Fort Myers
cityftmyers.com

Florida Heartland Economic
Region of Opportunity
flaheartland.com

POLICOM
policom.com

Ft. Myers Community
Redevelopment Agency
cityftmyers.com/1215/
Community-Redevelopment

City of St. Petersburg
Economic Development
stpete.org/business/economic_
development/index.php

wcedafl.com

indianriverchamber.com

SOUTH CENTRAL

DESOTO COUNTY
DeSoto County Economic
Development Office

teamdesoto.com/index.php

HARDEE COUNTY
Hardee County Economic
Development Council
hardeebusiness.com

HENDRY COUNTY
Hendry County Economic
Development Council
hendryedc.com

Melvin Engineering
melvineng.com

SOUTHEAST

ffcfc.com

City of Fort Lauderdale
fortlauderdale.gov

Tampa Port Authority
porttb.com

City of Largo
largo.com

HIGHLANDS COUNTY
Highlands County Economic
Development Commission

LEON COUNTY
Florida First Capital
Finance Corporation

City of Coral Springs
coralsprings.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
City of Port St. Lucie

colliercountyfl.gov

WALTON COUNTY
Walton County Economic
Development Alliance

JACKSON COUNTY
Jackson County Development
Council

jacksoncounty.com/list/member/
jackson-county-developmentcouncil-427

broward.org/EconDev/Pages/
default.aspx

highlandsedc.com

CareerSource Research Coast
careersourcerc.com
Florida Power & Light
fpl.com

BROWARD COUNTY
Broward County EDO

yesmartinfl.com

Village of Indiantown
indiantownfl.gov

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
Miami-Dade County Industrial
Development Authority

capecoral.net

Lee County Economic Development Office
leecountybusiness.com

Pinellas County Economic
Development
pced.org/default.aspx

MANATEE COUNTY
Manatee County EDO

St. Petersburg Area Economic
Development Corporation
stpeteedc.com

mymanatee.org

mdcida.org

The Miami-Dade Beacon
Council
beaconcouncil.com

TAMPA BAY

PALM BEACH COUNTY
BDB of Palm Beach County

hernandobusiness.com

bdb.org

CareerSource Palm Beach
careersourcepbc.com
City of Delray Beach
delraybeachfl.gov
City of West Palm Beach
wpb.org
Florida Atlantic Research and
Development Authority
research-park.org
Palm Beach County
discover.pbcgov.org/Pages/
default.aspx
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City of Tarpon Springs
ctsfl.us

POLK COUNTY
CareerSource Polk

careersourcepolk.com

HERNANDO COUNTY
Hernando County Office of
Economic Development

Central Florida Development
Council
cfdc.org

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
FSBDC at USF

Haines City Economic
Development Council
hainescityedc.com

sbdctampabay.com

Hillsborough County
Economic Development
hillsboroughcounty.org/government/departments/econdev
Seminole Electric Cooperative
seminole-electric.com
Tampa Bay EDC
tampaedc.com
Tampa Electric Company
tampaelectric.com

Lake Wales Area Chamber of
Commerce & EDC
lakewaleschamber.com
Winter Haven EDC
whedc.com

SARASOTA COUNTY
City of North Port
cityofnorthport.com

Economic Development
Council of Sarasota County
edcsarasotacounty.com/about

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

Florida SBDC Network
The Florida SBDC Network helps aspiring and existing businesses
grow and succeed. Contact the regional office nearest you.
FLORIDA SBDC AT

SERVING COUNTIES

CONTACT

Florida A&M
University

Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson,
Leon, Liberty, Madison, Taylor,
Wakulla

(850) 599-3407
sbdcfamu@gmail.com

Florida Atlantic
University

Broward, Palm Beach

(954) 762-5235
sbdc@fau.edu

Tallahassee

Broward and Palm Beach

Florida Gulf Coast
University
Fort Myers

Florida International
University
Miami-Dade and
Monroe counties

Indian River
State College
Fort Pierce

University of
Central Florida
Orlando

Charlotte, Collier, Glades,
Hendry, Lee

(239) 745-3700
sbdc@fgcu.edu

Miami-Dade, Monroe

(305) 779-9230
sbdc@fiu.edu

Indian River, Martin,
Okeechobee, St. Lucie

(772) 336-6285
fsbdc@irsc.edu

Brevard, Flagler, Lake, Orange,
Osceola, Seminole, Sumter,
Volusia

(407) 420-4850
sbdc@ucf.edu

University of
South Florida

DeSoto, Hardee, Hernando,
Highlands, Hillsborough,
Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk,
Sarasota

(813) 905-5800
sbdctampabay@
gmail.com

University of
West Florida

Bay, Calhoun, Escambia,
Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Walton,
Washington

(850) 474-2528
sbdc@uwf.edu

Tampa

Pensacola

> AFTERNOON UPDATE
> HEALTH CARE
> EDUCATION
> REAL ESTATE
> MOVERS & INFLUENCERS

(904) 620-2476
smallbiz@unf.edu

Jacksonville

Daily news and key industry
newsletters keep you in the know.

> DAILY PULSE

Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Citrus,
Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Duval,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Levy, Marion, Nassau, Putnam,
St. Johns, Suwannee, Union

University of
North Florida

STAY INFORMED!

Florida SBDC Network Headquarters

100%
opt-in

subscriber
audience of
eNews Alerts

66%
of Trend readers
are interested in
eNewsletters

SIGN-UP IS FREE AND EASY!
floridatrend.com/alerts

(850) 898-3479 | info@FloridaSBDC.org | floridaSBDC.org
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Find Your Future in

Hollywood offers:
• Easy access to I-95, I-595, I-75 and the Florida Turnpike
• Tri-Rail commuter service to Miami & West Palm Beach
• Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport,
serving more than 90,000 travelers each day
• Port Everglades, the third busiest passenger cruise port
in the world
Hollywood Community Redevelopment Agency
www.ChooseHollywoodFL.com

