Congratulations to
ANNE MARIE CARSON
“Problem Solver.”

Anne Marie Carson has accelerated the
success of her clients, and in doing so,
has provided the guidance and clearthinking advice many count on when
situations are tenuous.
Anne Marie’s ability to deliver solutions
to business owners, executives, and
leaders looking for answers to their
strategic plans is her distinguishing factor.
She is a trusted advisor in business
strategy, corporate structure, M&A, and
investments.
When clients need sound legal counsel,
Anne Marie Carson is who they ask for.
We proudly support Anne Marie and
the 2021 class of honorees.
Grand Rapids
616.831.1700

Kalamazoo
269.226.2950
millerjohnson.com

Detroit
248.258.2850

TO OUR READERS:
M

ichigan Lawyers Weekly is pleased to present the Class of 2021 of “Women in the Law.”
The program, now in its 12th year, honors 34 women practitioners who have made outstanding contributions to the practice of law in Michigan and set an example for other lawyers. They have demonstrated
tremendous leadership and offer a wealth of expertise in many areas of the law.
All of our honorees answered a questionnaire so we could share their stories in their own words. In this section,
you will learn about their backgrounds, top accomplishments and challenges, advice for young lawyers, and what
the practice of law means to them, personally and professionally. There are even some fun facts that you may not
have known about them.
This year’s class was recognized Sept. 9 during an in-person, COVID-compliant awards ceremony at the Detroit
Marriott Troy. The 2021 “Woman of the Year” was announced during the celebration. The front page of our Sept. 13
issue will reveal who was selected by her peers.
Please join us in offering congratulations to the “Women in the Law” Class of 2021.

Charlene Boccaccio, Associate Publisher/Ad Director
Michigan Lawyers Weekly
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Kaitlin A. Brown
Shareholder • Maddin Hauser Roth & Heller • Southfield •
Washington & Lee University School of Law, 2011
Brown, a shareholder in the corporate and
employment group, was elected this year to her
firm’s executive committee and co-founded the
Success Through Empowerment and Engagement
Committee. She is chair of the Oakland County Bar
Association’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee,
and is active in the Women Lawyers Association of
Michigan.
The practice of law:
Practicing law is a way of helping people and
businesses make the right decision the first time,
to mitigate potential liability later and achieve
targeted goals. Personally, my goal in practicing
law is not to argue a case in front of the Supreme
Court but to help clients avoid going to court
altogether by expeditiously resolving conflicts and
taking proactive measures to strengthen a client’s
position to promote early resolution.
Growing up:
My parents always supported me in pursuing
my interests and developing a variety of skills
that made me a well-rounded person. They also
instilled in me a genuine interest in helping others, through their own example and by creating
opportunities for me to do the same. Although a
legal career was not my childhood ambition, I dis-

covered my passion for the law through my own
unique journey. My childhood also taught me
that when things don’t go as you expect, you can
always redirect and make the best of what you
have. This has been a guiding principle to me, as
I initially studied art to share the stories of others
and produced documentaries in New York City
for major networks. When the experience wasn’t
what I had expected, I had the courage and confidence to redirect on my uncharted path of law.
Accomplishments and challenges:
My greatest accomplishment is conducting
investigations of employee complaints in a manner that respects various perspectives, clarifies
legal boundaries and establishes expectations
for moving forward. After resolving the conflict at
issue, I have conducted trainings company-wide,
to promote respectful workplaces where both
individuals and businesses can thrive.
Advice:
Strive to constantly learn and grow into the best
version of yourself. Look out for others along the
way, and bring them with you as you rise. Don’t
make assumptions and be open to possibilities.
Be curious and ask good questions. Tell others
when you believe in them and their potential. Let

who you are define what you do, not what you do
define who you are.
You might not know:
Before moving to Michigan, I turned down an offer to work for the Department of State in its Rule
of Law program in Afghanistan. While living in
New York City, I took salsa classes in Times Square;
I still think about dancing competitively someday.
In one word:
Optimistic.

SUPPORT
LOCAL JOURNALISM
MIL AW Y E R S W E E K LY. C O M

YOUR SOURCE FOR THE LATEST IN
MICHIGAN’S LEGAL NEWS
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Anne Marie Carson
Member • Miller Johnson • Grand Rapids •
Georgetown University Law Center, 2014
Carson has advised numerous entities from a
diverse group of industries in M&A and private equity
activity, and serves as the firm’s representative to
the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity. Part of an
initiative commemorating the ratification of the 19th
Amendment, she is a member of the firm’s Women’s
Steering Committee and sits on the board of the
Grand Rapids Public Schools Foundation.
The practice of law:
Professionally, practicing law means utilizing
the toolbox of my legal education and personal and professional experiences to help clients
solve problems. Practicing law does not necessarily mean always having the right answers;
what it does mean is being willing to put in
the work to find the answer and navigate the
complex twists and turns it may take to brings
projects successfully across the finish line. Personally, practicing law means showing up fully
in a demanding job while not losing sight of the
other aspects of who I am and what I care about.
Growing up:
As the youngest of five children, zealous
advocacy comes naturally to me. I expected my
childhood negotiations would lead to a career in
dispute resolution; however, transactional work
drew me in as both sides are (usually) working

toward a common goal in getting the transaction done.
Accomplishments and challenges:
Closing the sale of Kamps, Inc. to a private
equity fund in winter of 2019 was my biggest
professional break. Working closely with Dustin
Daniels, a leading M&A attorney and one of my
greatest mentors, on this transaction pushed
me to problem solve and navigate complex
negotiations. That transaction spring-boarded
my professional confidence and understanding
of complex transactional issues. Of note, the
transaction timing coincided with some personal medical issues and I lived through and
experienced the power of showing up fully in
a demanding job while not losing sight of, and
working through, personal challenges.
Advice:
I would encourage young lawyers to focus on
mastering the ability to distinguish between the
glass balls and the plastic balls. A career in the
law demands juggling varied loads and keep a
variety of balls up in the air. Success and fulfillment is not the result of keeping all the balls in
the air at all times — striving for that is a recipe
for disaster. Success and fulfillment results from

understanding prioritization and acting accordingly. Priorities shift and honing the ability to
focus on what matters most in any given situation is where the magic happens.
You might not know:
I have my black belt in taekwondo and I spent
my junior year of high school studying abroad in
Uberaba, Brazil, through Rotary Youth Exchange.
In one word:
Resilient.

Sarah L. Cylkowski
Member • Bodman PLC • Detroit •
University of Michigan Law School, 2011

Focusing on counseling clients through largescale discovery during litigation, Cylkowski is a
member of the team that represents Michigan’s
largest health insurer in a nationwide class
action. She is an active volunteer and pro bono
attorney, and serves on the Detroit Bar Association
Foundation’s Board of Trustees.
The practice of law:
I am proud to practice law at a time when so
many female attorneys are stepping into lead-

ership roles at their firms, corporations, and on
the bench. I have the pleasure of serving in a
number of leadership roles at Bodman, including: vice chair of the Litigation and Alternative
Dispute Resolution Practice Group; co-chair of
the Recruiting Committee; and co-chair of the
Culture Committee. I am honored to serve in
these roles at a time when we have so many
strong female leaders at the firm, including our
chair Carrie Leahy and our Litigation Group cochair Michelle Thurber Czapski.
Growing up:
There is an infamous family home video from
my childhood that captures my 7-year-old self
attempting to mediate a dispute between my
younger sister and cousin regarding a Fisher-Price toy car. That incident very much embodies the reason I chose to pursue a legal career
— I was drawn to a profession in which my role
is to solve problems and resolve disputes.
Accomplishments and challenges:
In 2019, I was asked to serve as co-chair of the
firm’s inaugural Culture Committee, which was
formed to explore ways to enhance the firm’s
culture. This has been one of the most rewarding and challenging roles I’ve had at the firm,
as culture is a word that is frequently utilized

but difficult to articulate and practice. My cochair Andy Curoe and I spent a year soliciting
feedback from firm employees about our current and ideal culture and talking with culture
officers, C-suite executives, and human resources directors at other companies — both law
firm and non-law firm — to gather information
on how they address culture. We then asked a
diverse group of attorneys and administrative
staff from each office to join the committee and
help us implement initiatives to improve culture.
And during the past year and a half, the Culture
Committee took a prominent role in helping our
employees stay connected as we shifted to a
remote work environment during the pandemic.
Advice:
Surround yourself with colleagues that you respect and seek out mentors who will effectively
advocate for you and encourage your growth.
You might not know
I’ve known my husband since we were 7 years
old.
“The West Wing” is one of my all-time favorite
TV shows. I continuously watch it on loop.
In one word:
Determined.
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Sharon A. DeWaele-Persichini
Shareholder • O’Reilly Rancilio PC • Sterling Heights •
Wayne State University Law School, 1990
An experienced municipal law attorney, DeWaelePersichini currently serves as city attorney for Harper
Woods and as township attorney for Richmond.
She helped to re-implement the Detroit Mercy Law
internship program into the 32nd District Court and
was part of the team that implemented a Mental
Health Court in Harper Woods in 2019.
The practice of law:
What practicing law means to me has changed
over the years. At first, as a young lawyer it
meant simply not messing up! Now, however,
working in the municipal area it has meant
effectuating, hopefully, positive change, and
reaching out in a community to work on solutions to problems such as dealing with mental
illness in the criminal justice system. Personally,
the people I have met over the course of my career have been one of the high points, providing
me with the opportunity to learn from, as well
as enjoy, a diversity of people.
Growing up:
While not related in any manner to the legal
profession, my mother was inspiration in my
pursuit of a legal career. Mom was a registered
nurse, supervisor of nursing services at Providence Hospital for 36 years — and she had six

kids! Although this may give away my age, I
grew up during a time when it was unusual for
women to work outside the home particularly
in a supervisory position. Mom set an example
of hard work, professionalism and commitment
to her craft. She loved nursing and had a quiet
self-assurance, as well as being deeply respected by her peers. I have used the lessons taught
by my mom and I thank her!
Accomplishments and challenges:
Biggest challenge, I believe, is the same challenge that most women face which is balancing
work and home life. The struggle to be “successful” at both is difficult to navigate. You have to
be very creative sometimes to make both work.
It is not always easy when making choices of
how to split your time.
Advice:
Early in your career speak to everyone about
what area of law they practice — other lawyers,
your law professors, judges, your family. Most
young lawyers, I believe, have a preconceived
notion of the type of law they want to practice
without having any practical understanding of
what may be involved. I practiced many years
before discovering municipal law, which I find

Congratulations!
WMU-Cooley Law School
2021 Michigan Lawyers Weekly’s
Women in the Law Class of 2021

interesting and challenging and I truly enjoy.
Find that “dream” area that suits you and do
not be afraid to change areas. Once you find
the “perfect fit,” success and fulfillment should
follow.
You might not know:
I can shoot a crossbow and I’m teaching myself how to play the piano.
In one word:
Dedicated.

WMU-Cooley Law School proudly recognizes graduates
Lisa Esser-Weidenfeller, Ayanna D. Hatchett, Judge
Paula Manderfield, and Ayanna Neal, along with
WMU-Cooley Professor Florise Neville-Ewell; honorees
of the Michigan Lawyers Weekly Women in the Law Class of 2021. We
celebrate their commitment to excellence in the practice of law, their
service as mentors, and their contributions to their communities.
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Jennifer A. Engelhardt
Partner • Goethel Engelhardt PLLC • Ann Arbor •
Wayne State University Law School, 2002
A medical malpractice attorney with several
million-dollar verdicts and settlements under her

Growing up:
My father, lawyer David E. Christensen, devot-

belt, including the highest med-mal award in 2019,

ed his career to obtaining justice for those in

Engelhardt sits on the Amicus Committee for the

need. My mother, Leslie Christensen, modeled

Michigan Association for Justice. She also serves on

the strength that women bring to the table in

the State Bar of Michigan’s Civil Procedure and Courts

their professional careers. Pursuing a legal ca-

Committee and acts as a mentor to younger lawyers.

reer seemed like the natural result of watching
these two amazing role models.

The practice of law:
Practicing law for nearly two decades has
provided me with a voice to fight for those who
are unable to advocate for themselves. Being a
lawyer has provided me with the platform and
the ability to address injustices big and small,

Accomplishments and challenges:
My biggest professional challenge is balancing the needs of my practice with the needs of
my family and myself. Often it just seems there
are not enough hours in the day to get everything done. As well, it is hard for me to “turn off”

and to support those who are powerless or

the professional part of my brain even when

incapable of being heard. This applies beyond

the situation calls for it. I suspect that many, if

the courtroom and extends into the communi-

not all, of the 2021 Women in the Law class can

ty, and even into my relationships with others.

relate to this challenge.

Many of the tools which this vocation requires

Advice:

— persistence, determination, dedication and

ed it the most, and who in turn ask the same of
me.
You might not know:
My firm administrator tells me that my coffee

I’d tell young lawyers that just as in life itself,

consumption unilaterally increased our firm’s

understanding — are the same qualities which I

nurture relationships with people who can help

coffee purchasing invoices three-fold. I interned

believe are necessary in life.

you thrive. I have been pretty blessed to have a

for Geraldo Rivera.

strong support system of lawyers who have lis-

In one word:

tened, helped and challenged me when I need-

Persistent.
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Lisa M. Esser-Weidenfeller
Senior Shareholder • Sommers Schwartz PC • Southfield •
WMU-Cooley Law School, 2006
One of the youngest-ever shareholders at her firm,
Esser-Weidenfeller represents the survivors of Dr.

Accomplishments and challenges:
I would consider my biggest professional

Larry Nassar’s abuse as well as more than a dozen

accomplishment to be my ever-evolving career.

Michigan municipalities in opioid lawsuits against

I started out strictly litigating medical malprac-

pharmaceutical companies. A frequent volunteer, she

tice cases. However, over the years I have found

is active in the Michigan Association for Justice.

myself taking on sexual assault cases, mass

The practice of law:

torts, opioid epidemic litigation and vaccine

Practicing law is such a gift. I get to spend my
career helping to right wrongs and giving those
that have been harmed the strength and means
to rebuild themselves after often the worst
thing that will happen to them in their entire
life. What a wonderful way to make a living and

injury cases, amongst others. These other areas
have taken me completely outside my comfort
zone, but have also brought with them new and
lasting friendships, fulfillment and continuing
growth.
Advice:
In terms of finding success, I would tell young

be a good example to my children.

lawyers to find good mentors, as many as pos-

Growing up:

sible, and take every opportunity you can to

you aren’t growing. I still believe that is good

aged me to pursue a profession that would

watch them practice law. I had several excellent

advice.

allow me the flexibility to determine my own

mentors at Sommers Schwartz over the years. In

You might not know:

path and make my own decisions about the

fact, I still rely on those same mentors and am

work I would do on a day-to-day basis. That is

continually learning from them. No matter how

ple that would spend their entire 401k just to go

exactly what the practice of law provides — no

long you have been practicing, you can always

to the moon. Second, I would say most people

day or case is the same, there is always a new

learn more. As for fulfillment, do what you love

don’t know that I love baseball. There is just

interesting challenge and this profession has

and what interests you. Don’t be afraid to jump

something so special about the game.

allowed me the flexibility to both build a career

into new cases and areas of law. My mother

In one word:

and a family.

always told me that if you aren’t uncomfortable

As long as I can remember, my father encour-

I love astronomy. I would be one of those peo-

Persistent.
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Hon. Kameshia D. Gant
Judge • Oakland County Circuit Court • Pontiac •
Wayne State University Law School, 2004
Elevated to the bench in 2019, Judge Gant
was recently elected to the State Bar’s board of
commissioners for District I. A frequent mentor and
volunteer, she is president-elect of the Association of
Black Judges of Michigan and a director-at-large for
the Women’s Lawyers Association of Michigan.
The practice of law:
The practice of law is a noble profession. Lawyers take on a responsibility above and apart
from the rest of society. One of the great responsibilities that comes with entering the legal
profession is the responsibility to serve. Lawyers
must enter this profession ready and willing to
help people and solve problems. Lawyers are
the defenders of the constitution, guardians of
our liberty and the advocates of just causes, no
matter how unpopular. They are the protectors
of the powerless and the wise counselors of our
society. As lawyers, we shall fight daily to ensure
that justice and fairness prevail; be eager to
put our energy, knowledge and integrity to the
test; seize every opportunity to make a difference; devote countless hours to pro bono work
to make sure that the disenfranchised are not
preyed upon; and be intolerant of injustice.
Growing up:
I’m very thankful that at a very young age my

parents instilled certain values in me, such as
having a great work ethic, being fair and compassionate, having integrity and standing up
for what is right. These values helped build my
character and influenced my decision to pursue
a legal career later in life. These important values are essential characteristics to the practice
of law and the administration of justice as a
judge.
Accomplishments and challenges:
The representation of the disenfranchised
as a former practicing attorney and having
the opportunity to navigate them through our
complex legal system while giving them a voice
in court is my greatest professional accomplishment thus far because I know I’ve helped them
access and achieve justice. Having access to
justice is a critical issue that litigants face in our
legal system and is an issue that challenges the
courts. I am now striving as a judge to ensure
daily that the disenfranchised have adequate
representation to navigate them through the
legal system and that all litigants have a pathway to justice.
Advice:
Take advantage of continuing legal education opportunities to hone your craft. Join and

become engaged in the affinity bar associations
and legal organizations for support and fellowship. And ensure that you carve out time for
yourself and your family in your weekly schedule.
You might not know:
I love to hear the sound of the ocean and I
have a great memory.
In one word:
Humanitarian.

Anna K. Gibson
Shareholder • Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith PC • Lansing •
Ave Maria School of Law, 2008
I enjoy getting to know each individual family

gal updates, read and write articles, learn every-

situation, and helping them develop the legacy

thing you can about your chosen field of prac-

they wish to leave behind.

tice. Most importantly, learn from those around

Growing up:

you. I was blessed to have had a wonderful

My parents were always my biggest supporters. They gave me the confidence to continu-

about trust and estate planning and developing

ously challenge myself. They also instilled in me

lasting client relationships — and even more so

a love of learning. Both of these characteristics

about the kind of attorney I wanted to be. Your

help me tremendously in my career as an attor-

time is valuable, whether you are choosing to

ney.

give that to your legal practice or choosing to

Accomplishments and challenges:

spend it otherwise. Choose wisely. You will have

I am proud that I was elected as a shareholder

Gibson was one of the first women at her firm to

mentor, Al Claypool, who taught me so much

to work hard, but don’t be afraid to seek bal-

while on a reduced-hour schedule, which al-

ance in your life. Remember that sometimes the

lowed me to be home part-time with my chil-

straightest path isn’t the only path.

dren. It can be a challenge as a young attorney

You might not know:

and a young mother to actually feel successful

I competed on the synchronized swimming

work part-time before being tapped as a shareholder

doing both at once. Too many times, women feel

team for the University of Michigan in under-

and has served as group leader of the Trusts & Estates

“mommy tracked” and their career stalls. I am

grad. My tryout was the first time I had ever

Practice Group. She previously sat on the board of

thankful that my firm and the attorneys I work

participated in the sport!

directors for Elder Law of Michigan and is involved in

with supported my path. My hope is that my

the Greater Lansing Estate Planning Council.

path has paved the way for a new generation of

skating classes, and even participated in an

The practice of law:

women lawyers to take over the world!

ice show. Next up, triple axel! (Or, maybe just a

Advice:

bunny hop.)

To me, practicing law is all about helping
people. In my practice area of trust and estates,

Over the last year, I started taking adult figure

To be a good attorney means to never stop

In one word:

educating yourself — attend seminars, read le-

Diligent.
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Ayanna D. Hatchett
Associate Attorney • Johnson Law PLC • Detroit •
WMU-Cooley Law School, 2005
Hatchett’s plaintiffs’ practice covers a breadth of

another field that would provide me with a

cases, and federal civil rights matters— from claims

better opportunity to work with someone who

of false arrest and false imprisonment to malicious

was at the top of their game. Hence, my want

prosecution and unconstitutional use of force by

to pursue a legal career came with my want to

police officers — are a highlight. An executive board

learn from my father.

member of the Michigan Association of Justice, she

Accomplishments and challenges:

is an office-holding member of the Oakland County

Pointing to a single professional moment or

Chapter of The Links.

case is too difficult. Nonetheless, as a plaintiff’s

The practice of law:

attorney, I can’t help but to feel accomplished

Practicing law has afforded the best way for
me to add value to my own life while also add-

whenever the best interests of my clients are
served, whether it’s through defeating a dispos-

ing value to the lives of others.

itive motion, reaching the right settlement or

Growing up:

receiving a just verdict.

Considering that my father was an attorney

Advice:
Please don’t be afraid to practice in a variety

and that many of his closest friends were also
attorneys or judges, it’s hard to say that that

of areas to give yourself the chance to deter-

but it doesn’t replace the need to find your work

wasn’t influential. But when I decided to attend

mine what genuinely interests you. Coming out

stimulating or meaningful. Practice is hard work,

law school, I wasn’t so sure that I would pursue

of law school, it is common to think that we

too hard to be sustained by money alone.

a legal career. When I graduated from college, a

know, or should know, the area of practice we

You might not know:

graduate degree had become more of a require-

want to pursue immediately and so we jump

Since I don’t go places very often, it may sur-

ment than an option. I saw a JD as more versa-

into a specialty. It is also common to become

prise people to know that I actually do love to

tile. Unlike other graduate degrees, a JD could

seriously disappointed once we discover that

travel. I also, oddly enough, find it soothing to

be applied to a range of professional endeavors

that specialty doesn’t resonate with us. We may

create organizational charts.

outside of law. When it was time to graduate

even mistake our disdain for the specialty as a

In one word:

from law school, however, I couldn’t think of

disdain for practicing itself. Money is important

Adaptable.

Lisa Esser-Weidenfeller
Medical Malapractice & Personal Injury Lawyer

Lisa brings truth to light.

She is a champion for individuals who have
suffered devastating injuries, including
enduring scars of sexual assault at the hands
of Larry Nassar and other predators.
Sommers Schwartz, P.C.
One Towne Square, 17th Floor, Southfield, MI 48076
248.864.5079 | sommerspc.com

From all of your friends and fans at
the firm, congratulations on this well
deserved honor, Lisa!

YOUR FUTURE. OUR FIGHT.
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Beth T. Hill
General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer •
DealerDirect LLC, doing business as FordDirect • Dearborn •
Fordham University School of Law, 1995
Hill developed — and continues to oversee —

at the Securities and Exchange Commission

DealerDirect’s privacy program, having previously

during law school and this furthered my inter-

created and led the company’s purchasing and

est in business law.

strategic sourcing function. The executive co-sponsor

Accomplishments and challenges:

of Women of FordDirect and a member of Global

Raising kids while also working as a more-

Women of Ford, she is a Fellow of Information Privacy

than-full-time general counsel is probably my

with the IAPP.

greatest challenge and accomplishment! Also,

The practice of law:
To me, the practice of law is ultimately about
helping others.
Growing up:
I grew up in a suburb of New York City and
loved computers and video games. It was a very
natural fit for me to get into technology law be-

helping FordDirect grow (quadrupling in size)
since I joined has been tremendously rewarding and not without its share of challenges.
Because of the great foundation our leadership
team laid over the past few years, managing the
transition to an all remote work environment
due to COVID-19 turned out to be seamless
and successful. I love being part of helping a

Additionally, I would encourage young lawyers

business thrive for its customers, employees and

to focus on building strong relationships with

days of the internet. Growing up I was always

shareholders.

colleagues and clients.

interested in notions of fairness and justice, and

Advice:

You might not know:

cause when I began practicing it was the early

studying both history and criminal justice at

Be true to yourself. Identify your strengths and

I am in the process of getting my LLM in Air

New York University helped clarify for me that I

weaknesses and be open and honest about it.

& Space Law from Ole Miss. I love watching the

wanted to understand how communities — old

My advice for young lawyers is to find an area of

UFC.

and new — governed themselves. I participat-

law that interests them and to always consider

In one word:

ed in an internship in the enforcement division

the culture of a firm or company when joining.

Trustworthy.

Laura E. Johnson
Shareholder • Butzel Long PC • Bloomfield Hills •
Michigan State University College of Law, 2009
The practice of law:
Both personally and professionally, practicing

being at home with three young kids. However,
that environment also fostered what I consider

law means being challenged on a daily basis.

to be one of my biggest professional accom-

I enjoy being presented with new and differ-

plishments, which was negotiating and closing

ent matters and working with my colleagues

a transaction involving the sale of our client’s

to come up with solutions. Practicing law has

business with 17 shareholders and a voluntary

given me the opportunity to meet amazing,

FTC filing. Doing this while working from home

smart individuals, both as clients and with my

and balancing everything helped me realize

colleagues.

how much I could accomplish from both a per-

Growing up:

sonal and professional perspective.

I grew up surrounded by strong individuals
who loved education and demonstrated the

Advice:
Take the time to learn as much as you can

importance of hard work. That love of learning

at an early stage of your career. This includes

and school was instilled in me, and at an early

reaching out to more senior attorneys and get-

age I always knew that I wanted to continue

ting their opinions on projects and issues and

practice, Johnson has worked on the stock sale

my education and go to graduate school. I was

also working on projects that may seem chal-

of a company in the business of prosthetics

fortunate to have the opportunity to meet and

lenging or outside of your normal work area.

intern with some attorneys before law school

You might not know:

As part of her business and corporate governance

manufacturing and distributing, negotiating
transaction approval with the Federal Trade
Commission. At her firm, she co-chairs the Pro Bono

who encouraged me to continue with that path.
Accomplishments and challenges:
Like many attorneys and others in general,

I lived in London for three years and graduated high school from there. I love trying different
foods and am addicted to sweets. My favorite

Committee and serves on the Recruiting, Diversity

COVID-19 created challenges no one could

type of ice cream is Bubble Gum.

and Retention Committee.

have anticipated. It was a challenge to continue

In one word:

working on various transactional matters while

Dedicated.
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Ryan M. Kelly
Partner • Kelly & Kelly PC • Northville •
University of Detroit Mercy Law School, 2008
Kelly focuses her family law practice on highconflict family situations, with cases involving mental
health and substance abuse issues, narcissistic
personality disorders and special needs children. She
is a past president of the Women’s Bar Association,
and was recently sworn in as the president of the
Women Lawyers Association of Michigan.
The practice of law:
Practicing law is not for the weak of heart, but
it is a privilege and an honor. I consider myself
fortunate to be able to help people through
some of the most difficult times in their lives, in
some of the most challenging situations they
will ever face. Every day is different, unique and
poses questions requiring me to truly apply
my legal knowledge and skills. I am even more
fortunate to be able to do this work with an
incredible team — largely made up of my family.
While this may make for dull Thanksgiving dinner conversations for the other members of our
family who are not lawyers, it makes the practice
of law more fulfilling and rewarding when you
know you can implicitly trust those that you are
working with.

Growing up:
I grew up in the law as both of my parents are
lawyers, having met, married and had children
during law school. I was literally born into
practicing law. I started working at my parents’
law firm when I was very young, answering the
phones when the support staff stepped out, filing and updating the supplements at the back
of the old law books that are now non-existent.
While I originally thought I would do anything
but practice law, I now cannot imagine doing
anything else.
Accomplishments and challenges:
I handle extremely complex family law matters that a lot of attorneys would run from. This
often involves dealing with difficult legal and
factual issues, challenging personalities and
heightened emotions. Learning how to navigate
the legal and emotional aspects of a family law
practice is my biggest professional accomplishment.
Advice:
Join professional organizations — and don’t
just join to join, but become active in the organization. Not only is this important for the
professional networking, but because giving

back to our legal community, creating friendships and developing into a leader will bring
you more fulfillment in your professional and
personal life.
You might not know:
I camped out west at Yellowstone and Glacier
National Park for three weeks. I follow a strict
bedtime of 10:20pm!
In one word:
Gritty.
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Channelle Kizy-White
Managing Partner • Kizy Law • Southfield •
Loyola University Chicago School of Law, 2006
Kizy-White focuses her practice on family law
and criminal defense. A frequent mentor, she is
past president of the Women’s Bar Association and

and happiness of others.
Accomplishments and challenges:
There is no question that my biggest profes-

provides pro bono services for domestic violence

sional challenge and accomplishment are one

survivors through Lakeshore Legal Aid.

in the same. The challenge was starting my own

The practice of law:

law firm while starting a family. My first child

Professionally, practicing law means that
there is always room to improve, no matter how
amazing of an attorney you consider yourself to
be. In order to achieve greater success, we must
practice on a daily basis in order to continuously

was less than one year old when I first hung out
my own shingle and I now have three children,
ages 11, 9 and 5. (I have to give a special thank
you to my incredibly supportive husband and
extended family as they all deserve a piece

hone our skills and rise in our field. Personal-

of this recognition as well.) The tremendous

ly, “practicing law” means that I am living my

accomplishment is that I was able to turn that

dream. It means that all of my hard work and

solo practice into a flourishing small firm with

dedication paid off and I am forever thankful

a wonderful team of lawyers and an all-star

that I am able to “practice.”

paralegal. We all contribute to each other’s suc-

afraid to say “I don’t know.” The best lawyers say

Growing up:

cess and truly enjoy coming to work to see each

“I don’t know, but I will find out.”

other every day.

You might not know:

I was raised in a strong Chaldean family, where
the focus was always on helping others and
supporting those around us. Assisting others in

I love watching Bhangra (dance) competitions.

Advice:
Look for mentors and always be willing to

Google “Bhangra Empire,” my favorite dance

getting through difficult situations in their own

learn from others; be open to advice every step

team. You won’t be able to stop watching. I am

lives has been a motivating factor in all that I

of the way. Take the time to observe and learn

obsessed with Peloton. Join in my obsession

have done over the years, both in my volunteer

from those who are more seasoned and accom-

#KizyLaw.

work and in my professional career. It brings me

plished than you. Good lawyers know that they

In one word:

true joy to be able to contribute to the success

don’t know everything. Better lawyers are not

Determined.

Kelly & Kelly, P.C.
proudly congratulates

Ryan M. Kelly
on being selected to the
Michigan Lawyers Weekly
“Women in the Law”
Class of 2021.

Downtown Northville Office
422 East Main Street
Northville, MI 48167
Phone: (248) 348-0496
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Julie Lyons Kosovec
Partner • Brooks Wilkins Sharkey & Turco PLLC • Birmingham •
Wayne State University Law School, 1995
A key member of the trial team in an unfair

was that moment that fully cemented my desire

competition and business tort case which obtained

to become a lawyer.

a $300 million judgment — the largest state court

Accomplishments and challenges:

verdict in history — Kosovec is a barrister emeritus

My biggest professional accomplishment has

with the Oakland County Chapter of American Inns

been my ability to continue practicing commer-

of Court and sits on the board of directors of the

cial litigation as a woman and a mother of two

Oakland County Bar Association.

boys. It can be very challenging to juggle all of

The practice of law:

the responsibilities of home life and work life to

I believe that practicing law is a privilege, and

make sure that the responsibilities of each are

I am extremely honored to have the privilege

met. It would never have been possible without

to do so for the last 25 years. When people ask

the help, flexibility and patience of my amazing

me if I still like the practice of law, I immediate-

husband Scott and my two boys.

ly respond that I absolutely do. I have found it

Advice:

exceptionally rewarding both professionally and

The number one thing I tell all young law-

personally, and I would do it all over again in a

yers, especially those in law school, is that they

heartbeat.

should choose their firm or work place very

Growing up:

carefully for the reason that they will be spend-

I knew from a fairly young age that I wanted to

ing the majority of their waking hours with their

ests of everyone in the firm.
You might not know:
When I was very young, I desperately wanted to be a cadet at the United States Air Force

be a lawyer. But I think the event that stands out

co-workers. It is important to work with people

most to me in my memories is having the op-

who are not only good lawyers, but good peo-

portunity to visit the U.S. Supreme Court when

ple as well. I am extremely fortunate to work at a

I jump and scream anytime I see a mouse or

I was in the 8th grade. I had never been so in

firm that has not only some of the best lawyers

snake, without fail.

awe of a building and the institution operating

in the state of Michigan, but also has exception-

In one word:

within it in all my life. It really did feel magical. It

al people who truly look out for the best inter-

Academy. Much to both of my boys’ amusement,

Determined.

Goethel Engelhardt, PLLC
is proud to salute
2021 Women in Law Honoree

Jennifer A. Engelhardt

This recognition is well deserved.
Congratulations to all of
this year’s honorees.

3049 Miller Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103, 734.769.6838
www.cmtjustice.com
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Jennifer M. LaTosch
Partner • Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss PC • Southfield •
Wayne State University Law School, 2000
Focused on building up the firm’s collaborative

portive parents who encouraged me, believed

family law practice, LaTosch represents clients in

in me and always said I could be anything I

complex cases, including prenuptial agreements and

wanted to be. Even though I was interested in

divorces for high-net-worth individuals. She sits on

law, I decided to take time after college and

the firm’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee and

work instead of moving right into law school. I

serves on the board of education for Ferndale Public

was honored to be offered a position at HAVEN

Schools.

as a court advocate and first responder, work-

The practice of law:

ing with survivors of sexual assault, domestic

To me, practicing law is about helping peo-

violence and child abuse who were navigating

ple. While the legal system is not perfect, and

the criminal justice system. My work at HAVEN

the law is not infallible, approaching family law

confirmed my desire to go to law school and

as an opportunity to problem solve and work

influenced the path of my legal career.

with someone to improve their circumstances is

Accomplishments and challenges:

inspiring. Professionally, I have been incredibly

As a family law practitioner, my biggest chal-

lucky to work with and appear before absolutely

lenge and my biggest accomplishment go hand

a court clerk or appearing on the record — is

amazing and brilliant women who have men-

in hand — to assist every client in navigating

essential.

tored me, encouraged me, and challenged me

a family law matter with empathy, dignity and

You might not know:

to continually grow and learn. I appreciate each

honesty.

and every one of them, and I look forward to

Advice:

providing that encouragement and support to

Believe in yourself and always hold true to

I recently bought a chain saw and discovered
that cutting firewood is oddly fulfilling. I will
laugh EVERY time I watch an original Pink Pan-

others.

your values. Being honest and authentic —

ther movie.

Growing up:

whether meeting with a client, drafting corre-

In one word:

I was incredibly lucky to have wonderful, sup-

spondence to an opposing counsel, talking to

Thoughtful.

Melissa Demorest LeDuc
Member • Demorest Law Firm PLLC • Royal Oak •
Wayne State University Law School, 2005
As general counsel to numerous businesses, LeDuc

the summer in high school and got more seri-

handles a wide variety of business and real estate

ous exposure to the legal field. I was a summer

transactions. A member of Leadership Detroit Class

associate at a different firm during law school,

XXXIV, she is active with the International Society of

and interviewed with other firms as well, but ul-

Primerus Law Firms and an advisor to the Dearborn

timately came back to where I started — work-

Chamber of Commerce.

ing with my dad.

The practice of law:
To me, practicing law is about helping people,
whether in their personal life or professional life.
In my practice, I help business owners navigate
legal issues; help business owners sell their
businesses; help first-time business owners start
or buy a business; help business owners buy,
sell or lease commercial real estate; and nearly
anything else they may need in the life cycle of a
business. I am fulfilled by helping my clients.
Growing up:
My dad is a lawyer and I grew up going to his

Accomplishments and challenges:
My biggest accomplishment so far has been
building my own practice and getting to work
with great clients over and over again on various business and real estate deals. I focus on
business and real estate transactions and hardly
ever encounter other female attorneys in my
practice.
Advice:
First, it took a long time for clients to trust my
opinion and advice as a young lawyer — they
were much more likely to listen to someone
with gray hair (particularly if it was a man),

for a flexible schedule to help balance your work
and your personal life.
You might not know:
I am the oldest of five kids, and the only lawyer in the bunch. I love visiting craft breweries,

office on weekends. My siblings and I used to

even if the more senior attorney was saying the

play office or school, using materials we found

same thing I was. Eventually, those same clients

both in Michigan and in other states and coun-

in the supply closet. We also loved to play radio

learned to trust my advice and call me directly,

tries.

station using dictaphones and to use the copy

rather than my senior partner. It takes time, but

In one word:

machine of course! I then worked there during

you’ll get there. Second, don’t be afraid to ask

Loyal.
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Ashley E. Lowe
Chief Executive Officer • Lakeshore Legal Aid • Pontiac •
Georgetown University Law Center, 1995
Lowe follows her passion for helping those in need
on a daily basis, overseeing pro bono attorneys and
staff to represent the underserved and those who
cannot afford a lawyer. She’s an active State Bar
member, serving on the Pro Bono Initiative, State
Planning Body, Domestic Violence Committee and
21st Century Practice Task Force.
The practice of law:
I am so fortunate to get to do work that
changes people’s lives every day. At legal aid, we
represent people who, but for us, would not be
able to afford a lawyer. Our clients face violence,
unfair power imbalances, poverty and many
other barriers to access to justice. Legal aid
lawyers address many of those barriers and help
clients start new, safer, more secure chapters in
their lives. On top of that, I get to work with passionate, brilliant people. There just could not be
a more meaningful and rewarding way to spend
my working life.
Growing up:
My parents grew up in poverty and never attended college. Through hard work and general
stubbornness, they both achieved significant
success in their careers. And both still work in

their late 70s and early 80s. They are amazing.
My whole life, they told me I could do anything
in the world and I believed them. When I started thinking about law school, it never occurred
to me that I couldn’t do it.
Accomplishments and challenges:
In 2006, I founded Family Law Assistance
Project, or FLAP, a collaborative clinic with
Lakeshore Legal Aid and Cooley Law School
that provided free legal services to low-income
people in Oakland County. I am so proud of this
clinic because we helped thousands of clients
who had no other options for legal representation — clients facing domestic violence,
disabilities or other challenges that made it
impossible for them to successfully represent
themselves. At the same time, I had the opportunity to mentor hundreds of law students,
teaching them to understand the law and process, as well as the importance of empathy and
trauma-informed practice. Many of my students
are leaders in the legal field right now and I am
so proud of each of them.
Advice:
Do what you love. You won’t love every job, or
every part of every job, but it is critical to love

Congratulations

ANNA GIBSON
for being honored in Michigan Lawyers Weekly’s

2021 WOMEN IN THE LAW

Anna’s practice focuses on helping families achieve their
unique estate planning goals and making the process of
incapacity or death easier for their loved ones. Anna excels
in counseling on both simple and complex situations.
Anna served as practice group leader for the firm’s Trusts &
Estates group from 2016-2020 and is passionate about
mentoring young attorneys.

517.371.8100
FOSTERSWIFT.COM
LANSING / DETROIT / SOUTHFIELD
GRAND RAPIDS / HOLLAND / ST. JOSEPH

your work. If you do, the other keys to success
— like working hard and being prepared — will
come more easily. Take care of yourself. You can’t
be a great advocate for your client if you have
nothing to give. Put yourself and your family
first.
You might not know:
I grew up in Montana. I’m a vegetarian.
In one word:
Passionate.
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Sara K. MacWilliams
Owner • MacWilliams Law PC • Bloomfield Hills •
University of Michigan Law School, 2004
MacWilliams serves as general counsel for various

life and enjoy it. I keep reading about lawyer

small and mid-sized businesses, recently reaching

burnout and how many lawyers hate their jobs,

a favorable settlement in a high profile software

and even that it’s an awful job for parents, and

dispute. A case evaluator for Oakland County Circuit

that can be true but it doesn’t have to be. For

and District Courts, she is a member of the Women

years I watched my clients build these great

Lawyers Association of Michigan.

businesses and wasn’t sure if I had the guts to
ever do that myself. Then I did it, and that was

The practice of law:
Depending on the day, practicing law is a high
stakes chess match, consulting gig or emotionally charged pursuit of justice. It is not the type
of thing that would appeal to many people, but
for those of us who love to read, write, study,
advocate and get things done, and who don’t
mind spending a lot of time doing those things,
it’s a wonderful way to pay the bills.
Growing up:
I didn’t grow up around lawyers, but from

scary and a lot of hard work, but now I enjoy my
job, my office and that I can manage that and
still make payroll is definitely something I’m
proud of.
Advice:
I heard some great advice a few years ago:
“Take care of people and they will take care of
you.” That is very true. My clients know I’m honest, they know I won’t steer them into litigation
just for the fees or drag negotiations out unnec-

You might not know:
I’m an open book, so that’s tough! Everyone

essarily, and that they can count on me to be

knows I have five kids but not everyone knows

whatever the situation requires, whether that’s

I’m also a grandma two times over. Also, I love

I could wear suits and carry a briefcase. None

a pitbull, dealmaker or deferential get-things-

trucks and currently drive a Jeep Wrangler with

of the women I knew did and it seemed really

done type of person. The golden rule of treating

tires so big they won’t let me in most car wash-

glamorous. I also loved to read and write. The

others how you want to be treated really does

es.

law fits those pretty well.

work when it comes to building business: Take

In one word:

elementary school I really wanted a job where

Accomplishments and challenges:

good care of people, be honest and fair, and

Figuring out a way to do this job, still have a

they in turn will take care of you.

Passionate.

Rebecca A. Mancini
Member • Clark Hill PLC • Detroit •
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, 2012
Mancini is part of the firm’s BOLD Committee,
which encourages the professional growth and
promotion of women throughout the firm, the legal
profession, and the global business community. An
immigration attorney, she represents professionals
and their families in corporate immigration matters,
and is an active, longtime member in the American
Immigration Lawyers Association
The practice of law:
I was fortunate to spend much of my childhood around my grandfather who was an
automotive parts supplier in Detroit. Through
him I was introduced to the global movement
of goods and people that he worked with from
various different countries. I can’t remember
a time I wanted to be anything other than a
lawyer, but it was the exposure to globalization
with my grandfather throughout my childhood
that inspired me to be involved in law on an
international scale.
Growing up:
Transitioning between presidential administrations with vastly different agendas on immigration then following it up with a pandemic
limiting the global movement of nearly everything has been my biggest professional challenge to date. Navigating erratic and fluctuating
changes in immigration law on a moment’s
notice for our clients located all around the

globe has required constant unrelenting focus
during the past five years. I am proud of the
work that my colleagues and I continue to do to
hire and retain foreign workers, as well as move
personnel around internationally during these
troublesome times for our clients.
Accomplishments and challenges:
Transitioning between presidential administrations with vastly different agendas on immigration then following it up with a pandemic
limiting the global movement of nearly everything has been my biggest professional challenge to date. Navigating erratic and fluctuating changes in immigration law on a moment’s
notice for our clients located all around the
globe has required constant unrelenting focus
during the past five years. I am proud of the
work that my colleagues and I continue to do to
hire and retain foreign workers, as well as move
personnel around internationally during these
troublesome times for our clients.
Advice:
I believe that longevity in a law career can
be achieved by finding an area to practice in
that you are also personally interested in and
passionate about. For me, I have always been
eager to learn about cultures, languages and
economies of other countries different from my
own. By practicing in the field of immigration I
am delighted by the companies and people I am

lucky to work with around the globe who teach
me something new every day. It makes me love
my work and feels less like a job.
You might not know:
I won two Big Ten championships playing Division 1 field hockey for Michigan State University. I taught high school English in Spain before
going to law school.
In one word:
Committed.
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Hon. Paula J. Manderfield (Ret.)
Shareholder • Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap PC • Lansing •
WMU-Cooley Law School, 1982
After 20 years on the bench in both circuit and

nursing school, a required course was on legal

district court, Judge Manderfield returned to private

aspects of nursing and that is what piqued my

practice, leveraging her expertise for her clients. She

interest.

sits on the board of Blue Care Network and holds

Accomplishments and challenges:

positions on various committees in legal associations.

I tried a six-week murder trial involving the

The practice of law:
Attorneys have the opportunity to help

death of an 8-year-old boy who the parents had
reported missing and then they were charged

people solve their problems. I enjoy doing that

with his murder. He was found in a garbage

and am proud of helping so many people. After

bag on the side of a road. The details were gory

retiring from the bench, I wanted to be active

and heavy. Multiple media outlets were in court

professionally. Originally, I thought I would

daily and I was literally on TV every day. Addi-

concentrate on mediation; however, I found that

tionally, it was difficult to listen to as I had a son

family law cases kept calling. My first two years

the same age at home.

in circuit court had been in the family division

Starting to practice law after 20 years on the

and I previously practiced family law so I knew

bench was a challenging endeavor. While one

the area. I helped a lot of people through very

learns so much on the bench, you’re really not

feel isn’t suited to your interests or talents, then

emotionally heartbreaking times. In regard to

an expert in anything, so in many ways I was

move to another area. Don’t be afraid to try a

my personal life, practicing law on and off the

starting over.

new area, but try to find a niche.

bench was sometimes a struggle to balance

I am currently an appointed special master on

You might not know:

while raising a family but ultimately a rewarding

a federal court case. With the number of expe-

I was one of 12 children and raised on a chick-

profession.

rienced excellent attorneys, a huge amount of

en farm in Houghton, a small town in the Upper

Growing up:

money involved and hundreds of underlying

Peninsula. We ate a lot of eggs. I am a registered

cases this has been very challenging.

nurse and continue to keep my license updated.

Advice:

In one word:

My childhood did not inspire me to attend
law school. I didn’t know any lawyers, and there
were not any lawyers in my family. During

Specialize, and if you are in an area that you

Persistent!

A true advocate for justice,

Ayanna D. Neal
is helping build a legacy of success
at Grewal Law PLLC. She has handled
thousands of cases pertaining to both
family law and criminal defense law in
her time as a private practice attorney, as
well as in her previous role as an assistant
state prosecutor. There is no doubt that her
reputation precedes her—she has helped
countless clients through some of the
hardest times of their lives.

Congratulations on your selection
to the 2021 Women in the Law!

Grewal Law PLLC
2290 Science Parkway | Okemos, MI, 48864
www.4grewallaw.com
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Susan M. McKeever
Counsel • Bush Seyferth PLLC • Troy •
Villanova School of Law, 1992
As a member of the firm’s appellate, class action
and complex briefing team, McKeever specializes in
analyzing and briefing complex legal issues. She also
maintains an active pro bono practice and serves

our government.
Growing up:
There were no lawyers in my family, but they
always encouraged reading and education.

in several bar organizations, including the Federal

Accomplishments and challenges:

Bar Association, Michigan Appellate Bench Bar and

My biggest professional accomplishment was

Women Lawyers Association of Michigan.
The practice of law:
Practicing law helps to provide for my family
and put my children through college. But it also
brings a series of ever-new challenges and fulfills my intellectual curiosities. Ours is a system
of rules and laws. And our system works best
when advocates on both sides of an issue honor
the rules and our legal history. I personally find

my pro bono representation of a juvenile lifer
appeal. My client was sentenced to mandatory
life in prison at 17 and had been imprisoned
for nearly 50 years. A couple of recent U.S.
Supreme Court decisions changed the law and
required resentencing of all prisoners in his
position. At his sentencing hearing, however,
the judge again resentenced him to life without
parole. We appealed to the Michigan Court of

You might not know:

Appeals, focusing on our client’s mental illness

I learned to play tennis in my 30s and won

it deeply satisfying to work with my colleagues

at the time of the crime and remarkable record

the Atlanta Lawn Tennis Association (ALTA) City

to tackle complex legal issues and help shape

for peaceableness in the years since, and won a

Championship at the absolute lowest level of

the law. Over the last 18 months I’ve had the

reversal in a unanimous and precedent-setting

competitive play in existence. I also learned to

opportunity to help shape the law in a number

opinion.

sail at 40 — no championships as of yet.

of important ways, including the protections of

Advice:

In one word:

due process for businesses and juvenile criminal
defendants, as well as the limits of the powers of

Take on challenges and don’t stress about

Honest.

losses.

Congratulations!

Claudia D. Orr
THE STRENGTH BEHIND OUR CLIENTS®
Congratulations to our colleague Claudia Orr on her inclusion in the
2021 Class of MiLW Women in the Law. For over 30 years, she has been an
invaluable resource to employers and HR professionals in the public and
private sectors. Whether providing advice or representing her clients in
employment disputes, she is relentless in the pursuit of the right results.

CLAUDIA D. ORR
Labor & Employment Practice Group
T: (313) 983-4863 x corr@plunkettcooney.com
www.plunkettcooney.com
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Jennifer Lee McManus
Appellate Chief • U.S. Attorney’s Office • Grand Rapids •
Harvard Law School, 1997
An AUSA for 18 years who has pushed to increase
the number of female attorneys in the office,
McManus was named to the Attorney General’s
Appellate Advisory group, representing the 6th
Circuit. She is a past president of the local chapter of
the Federal Bar Association, and mentors high school
kids through the 3R’s program, a partnership between
the Grand Rapids Bar Association and the Grand
Rapids Public Schools.
The practice of law:
For me, the practice of law is both demanding and incredibly satisfying. In my role as an
Assistant U.S. Attorney/Appellate Chief, I have
the privilege of representing the United States,
which ultimately means doing the “right thing.”
Though policy positions vary with administrations, the duty to carry out our responsibilities
with integrity and in service to the rule of law
does not. I can’t imagine a more satisfying profession, and I try to carry these values and goals
with me in all my personal and professional
endeavors.
Growing up:
My mother is a person of high integrity and
tremendous grit. She grew up in a housing
project in Detroit, joined the U.S. Army when
she was only 17, worked as a secretary for years
while going to college at night (often with a

young child — me — in tow), and ultimately advanced in her career in pharmaceutical
regulatory affairs to a director-level position
that allowed her to travel the world, including
long-term stints in Paris and Ireland. Though
she was not a lawyer, she has a very analytical
mind and she, together with my father, encouraged thoughtful and fair-minded decision-making. I had never personally met a lawyer before
deciding to go to law school, but I believe it was
these values that led me down that path.
Accomplishments and challenges:
As a young associate at a large law firm in
Chicago, I took on a pro bono case representing
a prisoner challenging his conviction for aggravated assault involving an alleged gang-related
shooting. I did not prevail but the experience,
which was far outside my comfort zone, gave
me a profound respect for the importance of effective criminal defense advocacy. On the other
end of the spectrum, I recently argued a federal
criminal appeal on behalf of the United States
before the en banc 6th Circuit. Arguing in front
of 16 judges was both terrifying and exhilarating.
Advice:
Find the kind of practice that sparks joy for
you. This can take time, and some trial (no pun

intended) and error. I started my practice in civil
litigation, and never dreamed I would practice
primarily criminal law. But specializing in federal
criminal appellate practice has given me the
opportunity to work on intellectually engaging,
interesting and important matters.
You might not know:
In college, I majored in English and mathematics. I was once a competitive gymnast.
In one word:
Tired.
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Ayanna D. Neal
Team Leader, Family & Criminal Divisions • Grewal Law PLLC •
Okemos • Western Michigan University Cooley Law School, 2002
Passionate about education and the role it plays

school class with my dad when I was about 4

in lessening criminal activity, Neal recently returned

years old. We were the only people of color in

to private practice after 15 years as a prosecutor. She

the class and there were no women. For what-

has served on the Ingham County Equal Opportunity

ever reason that one incident has always stood

Committee as well as the State Bar of Michigan’s

out to me. Attending that one class exposed me

Justice Initiatives, Equal Access Initiative for Diversity

to so much at such a young age. Clearly I didn’t

and Inclusion Committee.

fully comprehend it at that time but, over time,

The practice of law:

it meant so much and was instrumental in my

Practicing law personally and professionally to

decision to become an attorney.

me means power, strength, love, passion, per-

Accomplishments and challenges:

severance, determination and help. Practicing

I consider my biggest professional accom-

law provides opportunities to undo injustices,

plishment not to be just one case but the work

to help people, to make a difference, to change

I’ve done collectively that helps people. Every

a life, to create a new life, to provide justice, to

time I help someone that is what is most im-

create change, to meet and work with people

portant to me. My biggest challenge is receiv-

from diverse backgrounds, to be constantly

ing a case with an issue I haven’t had before and

learning, to provide a voice to the voiceless, to

doing the work to get the best result that helps

give a perspective that no one else has thought

the client.

of, to do the right thing, to never give up and to

Advice:

pave a way for the new attorneys to come.
Growing up:

Always trust your gut/instinct about a case or

uously study the law as it is forever changing.
Take time out for yourself.
You might not know:
I was a classically trained pianist, loved to play
and played frequently until I went to college.
I gave up a lucrative modeling career for law

person. Work hard. Don’t ever stop fighting for

school.

One of the biggest things that stands out to

justice. Find at least one mentor you can reach

In one word:

me in my childhood that influenced my decision

out to to answer questions or help guide you in

to pursue a legal career is that I went to a law

the right direction to the right answer. Contin-

Tenacious.

Florise R. Neville-Ewell
Professor • WMU-Cooley Law School • Detroit •
Yale Law School, 1984
Neville-Ewell worked in both the private and public
sectors before joining the ranks of academia, with
a passion for housing and real estate law. She was
tapped by former Gov. Jennifer Granholm to the
Michigan State Housing Development Authority
Board, and has provided hundreds of hours of pro
bono service to those at risk of losing their homes.
The practice of law:
Maya Angelou once said, “[i]f you don’t like
something, change it.” I embrace the premise
of this quote and enjoy the practice of law
because, with our training, we can be effective
problem solvers for our clients and change
agents within our communities.
Growing up:
My parents’ active involvement in our community and experiences growing up in a segregated community in Chicago directly influenced my
decision to become a lawyer. A sole practitioner,
my dad passed away when I was 3 years old.
However, through my mother, an educator and
community volunteer, I grew up hearing stories
from her, as well as his former clients and contemporaries, about how he had helped them or
been a catalyst for getting things done. I realized that getting an education, generally, and
becoming a lawyer, in particular, would enable

me to continue our family’s legacy of serving
our community.
Accomplishments and challenges:
Although practicing law will always fulfill
me, my biggest professional accomplishments
revolve around having had the privilege of
teaching law students and the public. As a law
professor, I have had a unique opportunity to
teach and learn from a diverse group of law
students. I have also had an opportunity to
engage with the public. For the last 10 years,
as the founder of the Ten Commandments of
Real Estate Law Society (10CORE), a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization, along with passionate
law students, real estate lawyers and real estate
professionals, we have educated adults about
property issues through outreach activities
Advice:
Identify a specialty that stimulates you. If you
are passionate, you will never work a day in
your life. Likewise, find pro bono work that is as
fulfilling. Commit to one mindset, “excellence or
nothing at all.” This does not mean that you will
be perfect, because no one is, but it does mean
that you will always put your best foot forward,
learn from your mistakes and make strategic
corrections as you learn more. Finally, exhale,

have fun and enjoy time with your family or
significant others.
You might not know:
I love to sing. I was in a professional children’s
choir in Chicago and continued to sing after auditioning with an acapella singing group while
at Yale College. Also, I love to play and watch
sports, particularly tennis, basketball and golf.
In one word:
Grateful.
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Claudia D. Orr
Senior Attorney • Plunkett Cooney • Detroit •
University of Detroit School of Law, 1991
For 30 years, Orr has represented a wide range
of employers, and has served as a defense case
evaluator, a certified mediator and neutral. A lead
blogger for the firm, she is heavily involved with the
Detroit chapter of the Society of Human Resource
Management.
The practice of law:
The position that we hold in society as attorneys is a privilege. We have the ability to help
people in ways that others cannot. What seems
simple or routine for us, can be very scary for
the client. It is a great feeling to know your client trusts you. It should never just become a job.
I have had the privilege with working with some
clients for nearly 25 years. All my clients — from
fortune 500 companies to local government
entities, medical practices, manufacturers and
beverage companies — are special to me, but
I feel particularly close to the nonprofits, especially those who work with the homeless and
some of our area’s poorest neighbors. They have
a special place in my heart.
Growing up:
I am a product of the late 1960s-early 1970s
and saw the social unrest, college protests, the

assassinations, and so on, and wanted to make
a difference. Eventually that lead me to the law.
Friends may have been confused when I became an employment defense attorney, but by
developing strong relationships with my employer clients and providing them with legal advice as issues arise they are able to comply with
ever increasingly complicated employment
laws. I help employers respect their employees’
rights while at the same time protecting the
employer’s interests.
Accomplishments and challenges:
There are an awful lot of really smart, competent employment attorneys who I have a lot of
respect for and I am always thankful when I am
asked to serve as an arbitrator by another attorney. This is an awesome honor and I take my
responsibilities very seriously. When the hearing
is over and my award is issued, I want the parties
and their counsel to feel that they had a fair
opportunity to present their positions, that they
were heard, and that they understand my analysis and reasoning, even if they lost. I appreciate
the trust that both sides of the employment bar
have in me that has resulted in my arbitration
practice growing rapidly.

Advice:
Do right. Treat people right.
You might not know:
My faith in God is very important to me. I rode
a motorcycle for many years until I was close
to 60, when I realized quite suddenly that you
don’t bounce on pavement as easily as when
you were younger.
In one word:
Joyful.

Hertz Schram PC
proudly congratulates

Lisa Stern
for being honored with the
Women in the Law 2021 award.
Lisa’s practice is focused on providing
expert legal representation on all
aspects of Family Law including,
but not limited to, divorce, child
custody, international abduction
and stepparent adoption.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
1760 S Telegraph Rd., Suite 300
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
(248) 335-5000

DETROIT
719 Griswold St Suite 270
Detroit, MI 48226
(313) 251-1829

www.hertzschram.com
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Samantha J. Orvis
Shareholder • Garan Lucow Miller PC • Grand Blanc •
Wayne State University Law School, 2011
A first generation college graduate and attorney,
Orvis serves as a mentor and volunteers for numerous

as they climb, I am here in large part thanks to
you.

mock trial and advocacy programs. She is a member

Accomplishments and challenges:

of the board of directors for the Genesee County Bar

My biggest professional challenge (and ac-

Association as well as New Gateways, Inc.

complishment) was probably one of my more

The practice of law:

recent jury trials after I joined Garan Lucow Mill-

From a personal standpoint, it provided a

er. I took over a file from another attorney who

means of economic mobility. Coming from

had departed that was heading toward a jury

rather humble beginnings, I set my sights on a

trial. I was up against a much more experienced

career that could provide economic stability and

attorney at a large and aggressive plaintiffs’ firm

a chance to provide opportunities for my family

who pulled out all the stops, brought in experts

that I did not have as a child. From a profession-

from out of state, and filed a number of pre-trial

al standpoint, it means working in a profession

motions in an effort to keep evidence out in the

that boasts some of the most intelligent and

case. I held my own and ultimately obtained a

creative minds this state has to offer. Having an

no cause verdict for my client. The victory was

opportunity to learn from my peers, grow in my

that much sweeter.

career and to make a name for myself in a field

Advice:

still dominated by males. The most recent de-

Don’t try to fit into a firm (or company’s)

tractor transplanting vegetables in fields, tending to flowers and making friends with people
at the local farmers market. I could tell you how
much a handful of green beans weighs within

mographics published by the State Bar of Michi-

culture. Take the time to find a firm or company

an ounce or two. If I weren’t a lawyer I think I

gan reveal that only 35% of active bar members

culture that fits you. It’s worth the wait.

might run a hobby farm. I still might. I love to

are female and that’s up only 3% from the year

You might not know:

sing and one of my favorite things to do is hang

I started practicing. Every day I stand in awe of

I spent a summer in undergrad and before

the trailblazers who came before me. To those

law school working at a local farm market and

champions and sponsors who have turned to lift

greenhouse, which included riding the back of a

out at a dive karaoke bar.
In one word:
Resilient.

Maddin Hauser proudly
congratulates our colleague
and friend Katie Brown for
being named to the 2021
class of Women in the Law!
Kaitlin A. Brown
Employment Lawyer

28400 Northwestern Highway, Suite 200
Southfield, Michigan 48034
248.354.4030
maddinhauser.com
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Laura E. Radle
Partner • Varnum LLP • Grand Rapids •
Michigan State University College of Law, 2008
us choose based on our passions. I developed

A member of the firm’s estate planning and
family business teams, Radle has developed a niche

a passion for the legal field through various

practice around cottage ownership. She sits on the

college courses at the University of Michigan.

Professional Advisory Committee of the Grand Rapids

After graduating from college, I began a career

Community Foundation and is a member of Grand

in sales and obtained my MBA at night. I then

Rapids Partnership for Philanthropic Planning.

went on to law school with the thought that I

The practice of law:

would teach at the collegiate level. It was not

We have the privilege to work in an industry

until my summer internship at Varnum that I fell

that can make an enormous impact. When my

in love with the estate planning practice. It is

children ask me what I do each day, I tell them

a perfect fit for my personality and something

that I help families to plan to ensure that their

that I can bring passion to with each day.

loved ones are protected in the event that

Accomplishments and challenges:

something happens. Although this is one part

Last year, I was elected to Varnum’s Policy

of what I do, that is what drives me to get up

Committee — which is the firm’s internal man-

each day. From a personal standpoint, I think it

agement committee — and I am the youngest

is important for my children to see that if you

attorney in the history of the firm to serve on

set your mind to it and you work hard you can

it. This is not only a large accomplishment, but

At the end of the day, that will make you both

accomplish anything.

can also be a challenge as I attempt to strike

successful and fulfilled!

Growing up:

the right balance between juggling my prac-

You might not know:

Advice:
Do something that you are passionate about.

I am left handed and I was born on April Fool’s

My mother was always a strong advocate for

tice, management duties and raising my young

me and my sister to be well educated, financial-

children. Each new challenge brings new oppor-

Day.

ly independent and hard working. She did not

tunities, though, and I am embracing that with

In one word:

steer us toward one career or another, but let

each day.

Driven.

Congratulations to our partner

Jennifer LaTosch
on being selected as one of Michigan Lawyer’s
Weekly’s “Women in the Law” for 2021

Passionate.
Innovative.
Determined.
SOUTHFIELD | DETROIT

Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, 27777 Franklin Rd., Suite 2500, Southfield, MI 48034

248-351-3000 | JAFFELAW.COM
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Reshma M. Sambare
Principal • Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone PLC • Lansing •
Michigan State University College of Law, 2012
Sambare has been involved in some of Michigan’s

and I came from an engineering background,

most impactful real estate projects, including Little

I was able to successfully complete the legal

Caesars Arena and Fiat Chrysler Automobile’s $4.5

studies with rich and diverse experiences at law

billion investment and expansion. She is the founding

school, at legal clinics and through a clerkship

president of the South Asian Women’s Association of

at Miller Canfield — and managed to graduate

Greater Lansing and co-founder Jhep Foundation, an

from the law school one semester ahead of my

NGO in India.

class magna cum laude! At the end of the first
semester in law school, none of this seemed

The practice of law:
The ability to advocate on behalf of clients
and being able to provide them comfort and
confidence that they are in good hands in the
most vulnerable moments of their lives, their
businesses, or other impactful personal/professional moments is quite satisfying

remotely possible.
Advice:
Be true to yourself. Identify your strengths
and weaknesses and be open and honest about
it. Your peers and seniors are always eager to
help you do better, but you need to feel comfortable with asking for help. Give it your best

construction manager and practiced as a profes-

and take the time to learn the trade. What you

sional in the commercial/industrial construction

From a very young age I was determined to

do/learn in law school may not fully prepare you

management for close to 10 years before going

work on women and children’s rights/issues. It

to actually practice law and advocate on behalf

to law school.

took me a while to seek formal legal training but

of your clients. Understand and acknowledge

my journey had started on the path of advocacy

that need to learn and continue to learn/im-

much time in my social and nonprofit work as I

much before law school and law practice.

prove your skills.

put into my commercial law practice.

You might not know:

In one word:

Growing up:

Accomplishments and challenges:
Even though English is my second language

I started my career as a civil engineer and a

I chose not to have kids so that I can put in as

Intuitive.

Khalilah V. Spencer
Partner • Honigman LLP • Detroit •
University of Michigan Law School, 2001
Spencer is a litigator with significant — and
successful — experience in several jury trials and
arbitrations in a variety of complex commercial,
environmental tort and employment matters. She
serves not only as the firm’s Inclusion, Equity and
Social Responsibility partner, but as president of
Promote the Vote Michigan, and is active with the
NAACP.
The practice of law:
From a personal aspect, practicing law is
more than billing time, counseling clients and
appearing in court. I view the practice of law
as also taking responsibility for a lawyer’s role
in society as stewards of our community, and
needed advocates for justice and the rule of law.
We also have a responsibility to serve those who
are defenseless or oppressed. As a lawyer, I have
been able to serve my community through pro
bono service and nonprofit board leadership,
which is important to me. I have also developed
cherished personal and professional friendships.
From a professional aspect, practicing law has
allowed me to maintain an intellectual curiosity while advocating on behalf of sophisticated
clients.
Growing up:
Growing up in a small town on the west side
of Michigan, there were very few minority kids

like myself in my schools. Recognizing the
inequities around me and how people made
assumptions about me based on my race and
gender, I wanted to make a difference for myself and my community.
As a child, I spent a lot of time with my grandmother, who enjoyed watching legal shows
such as “Matlock,” “Perry Mason” and “L.A. Law.”
Being exposed to those shows at an early age
helped spark my interest in law
Accomplishments and challenges:
My biggest professional challenge is balancing my newer firm leadership responsibilities
and continuing to maintain a litigation practice.
Taking on the DE&I leadership role is sometimes
difficult to balance with practicing law and
maintain client service as a litigation partner
with active cases. It also requires different mental “muscles” with one being highly collaborative
and the other being fairly adversarial.
Advice:
Be clear on what your goals are and why you
went to law school. Be honest, make sure it’s
your choice and no one else’s. Recognize that
you need to be an advocate for yourself before
you can advocate for others. The legal profession is a very demanding career choice and you
need to have a sense of priorities in order to
maintain some level of personal satisfaction and

work-life harmony. Be sure to seek out additional support when needed, and find a mentor
who cares about your professional and personal
progression and success.
You might not know:
I grew up in Parchment and graduated from
Parchment High School and the Kalamazoo Area
Math and Science Center. I was an all-state high
school softball player.
In one word:
Sincere.
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Lisa D. Stern
Shareholder • Hertz Schram PC • Bloomfield Hills •
Wayne State University Law School, 1995
With a diverse and sophisticated family law practice,
Stern takes on matters including the rights of tribes in
adoption matters involving Native American children
as well as issues affecting the LGBTQ community.
She is a board member of Fair Michigan, which seeks
to secure equal protection under the law based on
gender, gender identity, sex and sexual orientation.
The practice of law:
The practice of law has provided me with a
road map for the answers to most questions
asked by my friends, family and clients. It has
also provided me with the tools to make positive changes to the community around me. It
has afforded me the opportunity to meet people
I otherwise would have never met and to learn
from them about socioeconomic situations,
religious and/or lifestyles different from my
own. As an attorney I was able to have a career,
a loving husband and, with his assistance, raise
two amazing children.
Growing up:
After I graduated college, I wanted to go to
graduate school to pursue a PhD in geology or
some type of earth science. I was studying to
take the GRE but was scoring miserably low on

the math section. The day before the LSAT, a
friend told me that it contained no math and
that I should “just take it.” Apparently, I had the
appropriate No. 2 pencil on hand and signed
up for the exam. As it turned out, while I didn’t
really enjoy law school, I have always (well
mostly) enjoyed the practice of law.
Accomplishments and challenges:
The greatest challenge for me is one that I
face almost daily: ensuring children of divorce
feel safe, loved and as carefree as possible.
Children whose parents divorce are often the
victims of good people on their worst behavior.
It is often exacting to represent your client to
the best of your legal ability while also attempting to bring some civility into the proceedings.
As such, my greatest accomplishment has been
those cases where ultimately the children flourish under their new normal.
Advice:
I would advise young lawyers to pursue an
area of law that is challenging. Do not shy away
from areas of law that push you outside of your
comfort zone. It will take many years to feel any
real sense that you have expertise in a certain
area of law. Expect to make mistakes — many

mistakes. Most importantly, learn from those
mistakes.
You might not know:
I am an outdoor enthusiast. I spend my summer weekends kayaking, swimming, backcountry camping, car camping, hiking, tubing, etc.
I have had seven surgeries (so far) in my life.
According to my husband, I don’t handle it well.
In one word:
Energetic.

Laura You
Partner

Warner congratulates you on
your well-deserved recognition
as one of Michigan Lawyers
Weekly 2021 Women In Law.
Laura You is litigator and member of
the Litigation and Dispute Resolution
Practice Group at Warner Norcross
+ Judd. Visit wnj.com to learn more
about her practice.

Grand Rapids | Detroit | Midland | Macomb County | Kalamazoo | Muskegon | Lansing | Holland | Bloomfield Hills
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Deborah A. Tonelli
Attorney & Counselor • Christensen Law • Southfield •
Detroit College of Law, 1988
When Christensen Law was established, its founder

known activist and leading voice of the people

called on Tonelli to lead the presuit and intake

during the 70s and 80s. Ms. Simmons was also

department. Prior to that, she was the only female

an attorney, the chief lobbyist for and head of

litigator at a multibillion-dollar insurance company

the NAACP in New York City, and she offered

where she was of counsel defending the insurer. An

me a job assisting with a major study on the

animal lover, she spends significant time volunteering

effects of segregation and desegregation in the

at animal shelters and rescue organizations.

southern U.S. That was pivotal in my decision to

The practice of law:
There are too many people who are unheard
and invisible — even those who are already in
“the system.” While some may have representation, that doesn’t necessarily mean they have a
voice, and many are unnecessarily underserved.
My goal is to ensure they are seen, have their
stories properly told and have access to the
justice they deserve.
Growing up:
My decision was less an “early dream” than a

pursue law as a career.
Accomplishments and challenges:
I was the only female litigator for a multibillion-dollar insurance company, handling
a very heavy load of defense cases, and was
quite successful at it. However, that firm was
not interested in advancing women to partner
roles, so I took a leap. I left the traditional firm/
grind, and set out on my own as a contract

flexible environments. You can still be successful

attorney — which led to enormous job satisfac-

and maintain a holistic and positive approach.

tion, a healthier lifestyle and the ability to flex to

You might not know:
I love to travel and have done so extensive-

accommodate the needs of my family. I wished I

result of my college experience with two im-

had done it much earlier in my career!

ly. I enjoy all forms of art — especially fine art.

portant civil and women’s rights advocates. My

Advice:

Watercolors are my medium of choice, although

professor, Eudora Pettigrew, was one of the first

Find the right workplace for you, one that

I didn’t quite appreciate how challenging they

Black female professors in higher education.

meets all your criteria for an acceptable work-

could be when I first started out.

She profoundly influenced my direction when

life balance. There are firms out there that

In one word:

she introduced me to Althea Simmons, a well-

encourage healthy practices, with proactive and

Empowering.

CONGRATULATIONS,
LAURA RADLE
Honored by Michigan
Lawyers Weekly as
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Gail M. Towne
Member • Lennon, Miller & Bartosiewicz • Kalamazoo •
Wayne State University Law School, 2002
Towne’s family law practice includes the full range

focused my studies on social work. Along the

of domestic relations law. An early advocate of

way, I felt like I could make a bigger impact in

collaborative practice, she is a founding member of

the legal field and things evolved from there.

the Collaborative Practitioners of Greater Kalamazoo

Accomplishments and challenges:

and a member of the International Academy of

I will refer to my long-time participation in

Collaborative Professionals. Towne has been active for

the Council of the Family Law Section of the

many years with the State Bar’s Family Law Section.

State Bar, where I am on my third non-consec-

The practice of law:

utive term. I co-chair the Amicus Committee of

Many attorneys refer to themselves as “at-

the Family Law Section and we are just com-

torneys and counselors,” for the reason that

ing off one of our busiest years. It was also on

so often the counsel we give our clients is just

Council, along with being a board member of

not legal advice. This is particularly so in family

the Collaborative Practice Institute of Michigan,

law. I see my role as an attorney not only as an

where I was able to find unified support from

advocate, but as a guide. Much of the time that

various public interest groups and a sponsor to

I spend with my clients is helping them to see a

accompany me in testifying before the Senate

different perspective while also, and hopefully,

Judiciary Committee regarding the successful

a part of the solution and not the problem.

providing them with resources to educate them-

passage of the Uniform Collaborative Law Act.

You might not know:

selves and counseling them about different

Advice:

options that they have, so that they can make

Find good mentors. I was blessed to work for

I once partied with Weird Al Yankovich. Over
this last year while the gyms were closed, I

the choices that are best for their lives.

and with many mentors early in my career, one

achieved my Simple Goal in the Kettlebell

Growing up:

of whom I still speak to almost every single day!

Simple & Sinister Program in the comfort of my

Embrace that the field of law is a continuing

basement.

involved in some way to help children and par-

education and get involved in your bar associ-

In one word:

ents handle their family law matters in a more

ation’s various sections, local bar groups and

facilitative and empowering manner. Initially, I

activities, and continuing education groups. Be

I was a child of divorce. I knew I wanted to be

Pragmatic.
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Laura A. Weingartner
Member • Dykema Gossett PLLC • Detroit •
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, 2005
Although Weingartner’s practice involves all aspects
of complex commercial real estate transactions,
she specializes in renewable and alternative energy
finance. She also represents pro bono clients,
including several asylum-seekers and DACA visa
recipients. Weingartner chairs the Barton Hills Village
Planning Commission and sits on the board of MoGo,
Detroit’s bike share program.
The practice of law:
The practice of law has meant an opportunity
to be largely self-directed, to follow my interests
and ambitions where they lead. It has allowed
me to be a part of building things, through
collaboration with my clients on transactions
that have allowed them to grow their businesses, improve their communities or provide clean
energy alternatives around the country. I get to
learn something new every day, and have met
some of the most intelligent, fascinating and
enjoyable individuals imaginable. And I get to
give back by providing access to justice through
Dykema’s support of pro bono representation,
which has been a great privilege and pleasure
over the years.
Growing up:
I grew up outside of Chicago, during turbulent

political times in the 60s and 70s, which raised
my awareness of the ability to provide service
through the law. I have always been attracted
to the art of debate, and the application of the
law seemed a logical extension of that skill.
Accomplishments and challenges:
In addition to the work I do on a regular basis,
I have had the opportunity to take on several
asylum cases on a pro bono basis. I represented non-U.S. persons seeking asylum in the U.S.
based on their credible fear if forced to return
to their homes. In several cases, I was successful
in arguing before the U.S. Immigration Court on
behalf of my clients, which permitted them to
remain in the country with their family members. It was the greatest honor to be able to
impact someone’s life in such a direct manner
and I’m grateful to have had the opportunity.
Advice:
Be curious, and explore all opportunities
available to those trained in the practice of
law, instead of letting yourself be slotted into a
practice that you don’t find fulfilling. Be bold,
take chances and follow your personal as well as
your professional goals. Find mentors who will
support your efforts and introduce you to prac-

tice areas and experiences you may not have
realized even existed.
You might not know:
I studied piano and music theory into college
and still enjoy playing at home. I am a big fan
and student of J.R.R. Tolkien and the Lord of the
Rings trilogy (still wishing I could visit Middle
Earth one day).
In one word:
Curious.

Laura N. You
Partner • Warner Norcross + Judd LLP • Detroit •
Wayne State University Law School, 2012
A litigator focused on complex commercial
disputes, You has successfully represented a Tier-1
automotive supplier in a multimillion-dollar claim in

er their goal may be.
Growing up:
I grew up surrounded by strong — and

bankruptcy court and defended a major regional bank

strong-minded — women. In particular, I was

in several suits filed to challenge prior foreclosures.

raised by a single mom for more than half of my

As a member of the Summer Associate Committee,

childhood and it was pivotal to shaping my per-

she directly impacts the firm’s future. You sits on the

spective on life and my work ethic. As all kids of

board of directors for the Detroit Bar Association
and Inforum, and serves on the Sky Foundation Inc.’s
Young Professionals Group, which is committed to
raising awareness and funding for early detection and
treatment of pancreatic cancer.
The practice of law:
Practicing law is incredibly rewarding for me

single moms know, when your mom raises you
on her own, she becomes more than just a mom
in your eyes. She is a warrior. My mom was the
hardest working person I knew, she dreamed
big and she taught me to do the same.
Accomplishments and challenges:
My biggest professional accomplishment is
successfully making the transition from one

Success: underpromise and overdeliver. Fulfillment: pursue the practice niche you are pas-

both personally and professionally. Personally,

career to another. I left a lucrative career at

I love the daily intellectual challenge that the

Quicken Loans (now Rocket Mortgage) to attend

practice provides, the opportunity to learn and

law school. I didn’t know how the career change

improve every day, and the ability to achieve in

would work out, if I would find a job, if I would

a measurable way. Professionally, practicing law

like practicing. It was the bravest thing I have

listen to 80s music.

allows me to meet my clients where they are

ever done.

In one word:

and carry them across the “finish line” of whatev-

Advice:

sionate about and dive in head first.
You might not know:
I run to clear my head. I pretty much only

Determined.
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