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Tune in each week to hear Joe Dowd
discuss timely topics with a panel of experts
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bit.ly/3uNAtNx

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF
MILESTONES MAGAZINE!
Wilhelm farm during sunset.

W

elcome to this edition of
Milestones magazine!
On behalf of Larry
and Ashlie Wilhelm, and all of the
Wilspec® employees worldwide,
we want to congratulate each
of the Oklahoma businesses
featured here as they celebrate
their milestone anniversaries.
We join in celebrating your
success!
As we all know, the last year
and a half has been extremely
Larry and Ashlie Wilhelm
difficult for many businesses
due to the pandemic. We have
all been very humbled, and it is with much gratitude to our
customers and to our employees that we were able to continue

Wilspec® team from the Paper for Water fundraiser in Dallas in 2019.

our business, our ability to support other businesses and nonprofits and support each other. We value all those who helped
us achieve our 20 years!
We are beyond proud to be the publication sponsor of
this edition of the Milestones magazine for the great state of
Oklahoma, and to play a role in what the Oklahoma Standard
truly means! As we look back on the past 20 years, there
have been so many standout, breakthrough moments. Each
and every one of those milestones, whether it was a win or a
failure, we have learned from and have only gotten stronger as
a company. We look forward to seeing what the next 20 years
has in store, and know we would not be where we are today if it
weren’t for the support of our dedicated employees.
Vanessa Sanchez, Director of Accounting
Angela Gibson, Vice President of Marketing

2020 rainbow over Wilspec® building.

Left: Archival photo of Yvonne Chouteau along with her husband Miguel Terekhov. Top Right: Robert Mills’ The Nutcracker, photo by Kate Luber. Bottom Right:
Robert Mills’ Swan Lake, photo by Jana Carson.

OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET

OKLAHOMA CITY BALLET TO CELEBRATE GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY
Last year’s pandemic was a challenge for everyone, but Oklahoma
City Ballet will come back with a bang for a season-long celebration
of the company’s golden anniversary.
“Oklahoma City Ballet has roots going back to 1963, but it was not
until 1971 that we were presenting full seasons like we do now. We
have so much to celebrate this year and we also want to honor Miguel
Terekhov and Yvonne Chouteau, who started the organization,” said
Whitney Cross Moore, director of development and communications
for Oklahoma City Ballet.
Chouteau is one of the “Five Moons,” a term used to describe
five Native American prima ballerinas who rose to international
acclaim during the 20th century. The Five Moons are honored in the
Oklahoma State Capitol and include Yvonne Chouteau (Shawnee
Tribe), Rosella Hightower (Choctaw Nation), Moscelyne Larkin
(Shawnee-Peoria Tribe), and sisters Maria Tallchief and Marjorie
Tallchief (Osage Nation).
“People don’t realize what a big deal the Five Moons were in
the international ballet world during the mid-20th century,” added
Robert Mills, artistic director of Oklahoma City Ballet. “We have an
incredible legacy here in Oklahoma City and throughout our state
due to these remarkable women.”
Chouteau’s legacy continues with The Yvonne Chouteau School,
which is the official school of Oklahoma City Ballet. Classes are
oﬀered for dancers ages 3 to 93.

The 50th Anniversary season will be celebrated through six amazing
productions, ongoing dance training and free community programs
for both children and adults. On April 2, 2022, Oklahoma City Ballet
will celebrate this milestone at their biggest annual fundraiser, the
Ballet Ball. The organization also wants to use this opportunity to
reengage dancers, staﬀ and board members from the last 50 years.
Live music will be featured at all Civic Center Music Hall
productions this season, which include:
· Ballet Under the Stars, Sept. 10 at Scissortail Park (FREE!)
· ALICE (in wonderland), Oct. 22-24 at the Civic Center
· The Nutcracker, presented by Devon Energy, Dec. 11-19 at the
Civic Center
· Made in the U.S.A., A Mixed Bill, Feb. 18-20 at the Civic Center
· Future Voices, A Choreographic Showcase, March 17-20 at the
Ballet’s Susan E. Brackett Dance Center
· The Sleeping Beauty, May 6-8 at the Civic Center
“Oklahoma City Ballet has come a very long way since 1971.
There have been ups and downs for sure, but we are artistically and
financially strong and ready to welcome back audiences and students
in the coming season. We are grateful for those who have paved the
way for our organization and the support of the community who have
made it possible,” said Moore.
Learn more at www.okcballet.org. Are you a former dancer, staﬀ or
board member who wants to reengage? Email alumni@okcballet.org.

6800 N. Classen Boulevard, Oklahoma City 73116
(405) 843.9898  www.okcballet.org
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40
years
Left: The Oklahoma History Center - Oklahoma City, Okla. Top Right: Left to right: Paula Beck, Don Beck, Jr., John Groendyke, Virginia Groendyke at the McKnight
Center for the Performing Arts Grand Opening. Bottom Right: McKnight Center for the Performing Arts Grand Opening event with the New York Philharmonic, on
the campus of Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Okla.

BECK DESIGN

BECK DESIGN CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF
EXCELLENCE DESIGNING PUBLIC SPACES
Donald K. Beck, Jr. formed Beck Associates Architects in 1981,
later rebranding as Beck Design. Beck Design is a 40-year-old
comprehensive architectural firm comprised of architects, interior
designers, furniture specialists, graphic designers, marketing experts
and administrative staﬀ. With offices located in Oklahoma City,
Tulsa and New York City, they provide visionary design on a local
and national level. The core of Beck Design’s work is the passion
for imaginative, solution-minded design that adds value to land,
buildings and people’s lives.
Beck Design features a diverse portfolio of public spaces, large and
small, and is driven by technical excellence, eﬀective communication
and common vision. For four decades, the firm has helped many
private and public clients create spaces that are inspiring and
functional, while solving development and environmental problems.
Their intermediate size facilitates clear communication between
departments, ensuring their projects are executed in a clean, timely
manner. The firm has been involved in the programming, planning
and design of diverse buildings throughout the country, totaling over
1500 buildings, along with the renovation/restoration of over 80
million square feet of historic structures.
As you travel around the state, you are certain to see or experience
a building designed by Beck Design, including iconic projects
such as the Bricktown Development, Ronald J. Norick Downtown
Library, Wanda L. Bass School of Music at OCU, Skirvin Hotel

Renovation, Colcord Hotel Renovation, National Weather Center at
OU, McKnight Center for the Performing Arts at OSU, Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation John D. Groendyke Building
Renovation and Expansion and the Myriad Gardens Master Plan and
Renovation.
Beck Design has been honored to receive more than 100 design
awards from organizations that include the American Institute of
Architects, the American Society of Interior Designers, the State
Historic Preservation Office, the State of Oklahoma, Department
of Commerce / Main Street Program and the National Institute of
Architectural Education. Most recently, Don Beck was honored
with the prestigious Neal Horton Award at the 2020-2021 Dean
A. McGee Awards for his contributions to the development of
downtown Oklahoma City.
As Beck Design recognizes their milestone 40th year, they
also celebrate the future. Beck Design is pleased to announce the
appointment of Mr. Casey Tarp and Mr. Wesley Rutledge as partners
of the firm. Their dedication and commitment to achieving the best
possible outcome for clients have been integral to the success of
Beck Design.

131 Dean A. McGee, Suite 135, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102
(405) 232.7007  beckdesign.com
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40
years
Left: The new Oklahoma Contemporary Arts Center in downtown Oklahoma City Scott McDonald © Gray City Studio. Top Right: Members of Wallace’s
Oklahoma City and Tulsa teams at their annual open house in Tulsa. Bottom Right: The new 222 North Detroit (formerly WPX Energy) under construction in
downtown Tulsa © Vast Media.

WALLACE DESIGN COLLECTIVE

FIRM REBRANDS AS WALLACE DESIGN COLLECTIVE AS
PART OF 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
In early 1981, Tom Wallace was approached by his brother-in-law
about a building he wanted to construct. The project provided Tom
with an opportunity he’d been looking for – a start for his own company.
He decided to act, and on June 1, 1981, Wallace Engineering was
born. Tom’s goals for the firm were simple: grow to seven engineers
with a computer on every desk. He wanted to create a great place to
work that consistently produced high-quality documents and was on
the cutting edge of technology.
Tom opened Wallace Engineering in a 500-square-foot office
space in downtown Tulsa and bought a Hewlett-Packard computer
on the first day of business. He was so proud of it that he drove it
around town in his VW Beetle, which was presumably worth much
less. Most of Tom’s early work was in the residential and midrise office
markets when an opportunity in 1985 to begin designing stores for
Walmart, a relationship that continues today, created tremendous
growth. After that, Wallace continued to diversify, adding projects
in the educational, industrial, commercial and healthcare sectors to
complement their retail portfolio.
Over the last 40 years, Wallace has grown in both size and oﬀerings.
In addition to structural engineering, the company oﬀers civil
engineering, roof consulting, assessments, IBC special inspections,
landscape architecture, surveying and more. With offices in Atlanta,

Denver, Kansas City, Oklahoma City and Tulsa, their staﬀ of over 180
people represents personnel with professional registrations in all 50
states, Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands
and British Columbia, Canada.
Wallace Design Collective is passionate about architecture and the
built environment. The company believes they have the responsibility
to “make lives better” and that everything they do should improve
the lives of their employees, families, clients, firm, professions and
communities. To that end, they have strived to assemble an incredible
group of engineers, landscape architects, technicians and support
personnel in the industry. And, they believe that they have more fun
doing their job than just about anyone else.
On June 1, 2021, in recognition of their 40th anniversary, the firm
rebranded as Wallace Design Collective. The name was selected to
honor their history while reﬂecting their growth as a multidisciplinary
firm oﬀering professional services beyond engineering. Wallace
Design Collective is excited about their future and believe the best
is ahead of them.

2 locations across Oklahoma
123 N Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Tulsa, OK 74104
410 N Walnut Avenue, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK 73104
(800) 364.5858  wallace.design
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years
WILSPEC TECHNOLOGIES, INC
WILSPEC® CELEBRATES 20 YEARS OF INNOVATION,
FAMILY
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China as well as sales offices in Germany and China. Companywide, Wilspec®
employs about 220 people.
A feisty engineering company with a passion for innovation started out with
one product, Wilspec® now markets 11 HVAC and refrigeration components
to some of the world’s largest original equipment manufacturers, including
Johnson Controls, Goodman Air Conditioning and Emerson.
“I think one of our greatest achievements as a company has been our ability
to stay competitive and present in a market where our competitors have a
much larger and established footprint,” said Christin Goines, vice-president
and general manager.
“A 20-year milestone for a company our size is huge, considering many of
our competitors have been around three to five times as long as we have,” she
said. “Our success can be contributed to the incredible staﬀ we have around
the world, with over 50% having a tenure of five plus years with the company.”
Like the Wilhelm family bee farm, Wilspec® is a people company that cares
about its employees and its communities. From empowering workers to take
responsibility for the company’s success, to supporting community nonprofits
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Founded by an aeronautical engineer who was raised on a honey bee farm,
Wilspec Technologies, Inc. is a small company that has been making a large
impact on the world stage for two decades.
Larry Wilhelm says he learned a lot about business by helping his family
produce honey in the middle of wheat country in western Oklahoma. “You
don’t always go very far doing what everyone else is doing,” he said.
Perhaps that’s what inspired him to create a new model for success in the
HVAC and refrigeration industry, using innovative engineering to design
high-quality, reliable products that are backed by the industry’s highest level
of customer service. Wilhelm’s privately held company turned 20 years old in
August 2020 and stands tall as an industry leader, serving some of the biggest
customers in the HVAC and refrigeration business.
“Wilspec® has seen double-digit, organic growth in the last few years,” said
Nahusha Kumar, vice president of engineering. “Our product quality and
reliability has gained a reputation in the market that has opened doors to
private-label arrangements with some well-known brands in the industry.”
The Oklahoma City-based company operates a manufacturing facility in
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when we travel. By doing that, you gain trust, respect and confidence in each
other. You learn from each other. Each employee at Wilspec®, no matter which
entity, brings something to the table every single day.”
Marketing Vice President Angela Gibson says the company’s future looks
bright. “Our talented team continues to expand along with our product mix
and services. Our nimble and diverse approach has catapulted our brand within
the industry.”
“Wilspec® is positioned extremely well to sustain positive growth in the
future,” said Chief Financial Officer Robert Fiebeger. “Significant investments
have been made to recruit and retain a highly skilled team of professionals who
are results driven and proactively work to deliver value to the customer. The
market in which we serve is forecasted to grow by as much as 5-6%. Wilspec®
will continue to carve out additional market share by oﬀering a superior
product at competitive price while oﬀering a high level of customer service
and engineering support. The global footprint of Wilspec® is growing to better
accommodate the needs of our customers.”

2014

and encouraging employees to volunteer, Wilspec® is committed to corporate
citizenship.
“Our commitment to character means we treat our customers, colleagues
and employees with respect and kindness, and that every member of our team
is accountable for their part of the process,” the company says. “Our corporate
culture nurtures an environment in which each member is empowered to create
success. We don’t fear openness and transparency – in fact, we welcome it.”
Warehouse and Facility Manager Rob Edwards says his 16 years at Wilspec®
have been the best years of his career. “From the first day here, I knew in mind
and spirit I had found the true meaning of a workplace that cares for their
employees. The 20 years that Wilspec® has achieved is a big accomplished for
any company, and that shows the dedication of management and employees
to make a business succeed.”
Wilspec® is a family, said Vanessa Sanchez, director of accounting. The
company’s sense of family enhances teamwork within the organization. “We
have made huge strides as a company through the years, and we did it together
as a team. We spend hours upon hours together, sometimes day and night

2014

Page 4: Part of the Oklahoma City team. Page 5 Left: Wilspec® Controls team
in Rugao, China during the 20th anniversary virtual party. Page 5 Right: Owners
and Founder, Larry and Ashlie Wilhelm.

2010

4801 S. Council Rd., Oklahoma City, OK 73179
(405) 495.8989  www.wilspec.com

Sight
Glass
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years
Top Right: The Jones PR team. Bottom Right: Former NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine visits with Jones PR Executive Counsel Mick Cornett and the team
at Rose State College’s Center of Workforce Excellence in Aerospace & Cybersecurity. Left: The Jones PR team is passionate about keeping OKC beautiful and
volunteered to cleanup Scissortail Park.

JONES PR

JONES PR FIRM FOCUSES ON SHOWCASING
OKLAHOMA TALENT
With a belief in Oklahoma’s high-quality talent and a passion to
showcase the best the state has to oﬀer to the nation, Brenda Jones
Barwick established Jones PR in 2001. She set her sights on creating
a company that would become a leader and inﬂuencer in strategic
communications in Oklahoma and the United States.
It’s safe to say that Jones PR has fulfilled many of Barwick’s goals,
but the agency shows no signs of slowing down. In the past 20 years,
the Jones PR team has won a global award in Cannes, France, and
won or placed as a finalist in seven national award competitions. In
industry-leading magazine PRWeek’s national ranking of largest PR
firms, Jones PR has reached the top 110 agencies in the U.S.
“The Jones PR team has proven that Oklahoma talent can
compete with the best in marketing across the country and around
the globe,” said Barwick. “It is a testament to our team’s commitment
of staying ahead of the curve in changing consumer behaviors and
marketing trends.”
Jones PR has expertise in aerospace, consumer, economic
development, energy and transportation sectors. The agency provides
a full suite of services featuring media relations, creative services, social

media, digital and inﬂuencer marketing, and advertising. One of the
agency’s signature oﬀerings that Barwick believes sets Jones PR apart
in its industry is The Oklahoma 100 – the agency’s own online content
marketing platform that publishes intriguing Oklahoma stories, news
and ideas weekly to more than 115,000 subscribers.
“The Oklahoma 100 is a unique media outlet for our clients to
reach thousands of Oklahomans with their messages,” Barwick
said. “With its reach, The Oklahoma 100 is one of the largest news
outlets in Oklahoma. We continue to innovate new ways to reach key
audiences for our clients.”
One of the ways Jones PR reaches new audiences for clients is by
harnessing the changing digital landscape that is expected to reach
$59 billion in ad spend in 2021. The agency established “Jones PR
Activate” to keep clients at the forefront of inﬂuencer marketing,
which is expected to grow more than 30% to top $3 billion in 2021,
per eMarketer.
In celebrating our 20th milestone anniversary, Jones PR is proud of
showcasing Oklahoma’s extraordinary talent to the nation.

228 Robert S. Kerr, Ste 500, Oklahoma City, 73102
(405) 516.9686  www.jones.pr
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15
years
Bottom Right: First Liberty Bank at 9601 N. May in Oklahoma City. Left: First Liberty Bank Executive Management Team Keegan Grooms, Tammie Garrison
(seated), Tammy Boatman, Scott Hughes and Joey Root. Top Right: First Liberty Bank Norman Branch Ground Breaking Ceremony in 2018.

FIRST LIBERTY BANK

FIRST LIBERTY BANK CELEBRATES 15 YEARS
SERVING THE OKLAHOMA CITY METRO
First Liberty Bank opened for business on Oct. 2, 2006, with six
employees housed in the service area of the former Jackie Cooper
BMW dealership at 9601 N. May in Oklahoma City. By 2007, the
bank had grown to over $100 million in assets. First Liberty Bank’s
founders include coaching legend Barry Switzer, country music star
Toby Keith, Norman business leader Hunter Miller and the bank’s
president and CEO, Joey Root.
In addition to Root, the bank’s original management team included
longtime Oklahoma bankers Tammie Garrison, CTMO, Tammy
Boatman, CCO, and Sandy Bracken, CFO, with Bracken retiring in
2020.
“The stability of our management team has been crucial to our
success.” said Root, “We were able to add a very experienced banker
to the team when we hired Scott Hughes as chief lending officer in
2015. In addition, we were pleased to add longtime employee Keegan
Grooms as CFO when Sandy retired.”
Root said the bank is first and foremost a community bank,
focusing on the communities they serve. This focus reﬂects bank
culture based on three tenets; we are kind, we are genuine and we
bend over backward to serve our customers and each other.
“I go the extra mile for my clients because their success is my
passion,” said Tammie Garrison, chief treasury management officer.
The year 2020 was challenging, especially for small businesses.

First Liberty Bank was honored to assist with the Payroll Protection
Program (PPP), helping existing customers and owners of small
businesses having difficulty finding a PPP lender. The bank processed
727 loans totaling $63,328,318.00.
“I’m so proud of our staﬀ who stayed late and on weekends to get
these loans processed and submitted to the SBA,” said Scott Hughes,
chief lending officer.
As a community bank, First Liberty serves local charities with
both time and money. Whether it is bank staﬀ mentoring students
at Positive Tomorrows, collecting diapers for Infant Crisis Services
or providing snacks for Cavett Kids summer camp, dedication to
helping and serving local charities is paramount. Staﬀ are encouraged
to volunteer and provide leadership to local causes that are important
to them.
First Liberty Bank added a mortgage department in 2016, opened
a second branch in Norman in 2018 and today has $550 million in
assets and 70 full-time employees. “It is an exciting milestone to reach
15 years in business. We believe we have built a very special company
and that Oklahoma is an exceptional place to live and work. We are
excited to see what the next 15 years will hold for us,” said Root.

9601 N. May Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73120
(405) 608.4500  www.myfirstliberty.com
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Celebrating
20 Years of Business
& Community

Wilspec®’s Season of Giving aims to promote
thoughtfulness, charity and kindness through local
events, donations or giving, and volunteering
opportunities throughout the year.

www.wilspec.com

