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Reach Season
1. From Indian Pond Dam in Indian Stream Twp., Somerset County, down-
stream to the head of Wyman Lake in Caratunk as defined by red markers 
(see the separate listing for Wyman Lake).  Kids fishing area: From gaging 
station, downstream to the confluence of Kelly Brook, the Forks Plt.

April 1 - October 31 
Closed to ice fishing

2. From Wyman Dam in Moscow downstream to head of Williams Dam 
impoundment in Solon as defined by red markers. Kids fishing area: From 
the confluence of Austin Stream to the Toute 16 bridge, Bingham/Concord 
Twp.

April 1 - October 31  
Closed to ice fishing.

3. Williams Dam impoundment, Solon, from red markers at upper end of 
impoundment to Williams Dam.

April 1 - October 31 
Closed to ice fishing.

4. From Williams Dam in Solon downstream to the Patterson Bridge abut-
ments (so called), in Madison

April 1 - October 31 
Closed to ice fishing.

5. Anson Dam impoundment, Madison, from Patterson Bridge abutments 
(so called), to Abenaki (lower Madison)

April 1 - October 31 
Open to ice fishing from 
December 1 - March 31

6. From the Abenaki (lower) Dam in Madison downstream to the 
confluence of the Sandy River, as defined by red markers, in Madison/
Starks. Kids fishing area: From powerline crossing downstream from 
Abenaki Dam to the confluence of the Sandy River

Open to ice and open 
water fishing from 
January 1 - December 31

7. Weston Dam impoundment, Skowhegan, Norridgewock, Madison, 
Starks: from red markers at the confluence of the Sandy River to Weston 
Dam

Open to ice and open 
water fishing from 
January 1 - December 31

8. From Weston Dam, Skowhegan, downstream to the Skowhegan Rest 
Area, as defined by red markers

Open to open water 
fishing from January 1 - 
December 31. 

9. Shawmut Dam impoundment, Skowhegan, Fairfield, Clinton, and 
Benton: from red markers at Skowhegan Rest Area to Shawmut Dam.

Open to ice and open 
water fishing from 
January 1 - December 31

10. From Shawmut Dam, Fairfield/Benton, downstream to the upstream 
side of Lockwood (lower) Dam in Waterville/Winslow

Open to open water 
fishing from January 1 - 
December 31.  Closed to 
ice fishing

11. From the downstream side of the Lockwood Dam to the upstream side 
of the Donald Carter Bridge (including the Sebasticook River downstream 
from Benton Falls Dam). 

Open to open water 
fishing from January 1 - 
December 31.  Closed to 
ice fishing.

12. From the upstream side of the Donald Carter Bridge to tide water in 
Augusta. 

April 1 - June 30  

------------------------------
July 1 - March 31. 
Closed to ice fishing.

KENNEBEC RIVER REGULATIONS - Identify the reach you will fish and read across for regulations.

APersons under 16 years of age may use worms as bait.  Length limit on landlocked salmon and... 
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GEAR SPECIES LENGTH LIMIT BAG LIMIT
Artificial Lures 
Only A

Landlocked Salmon 
Brook trout, brown trout, 
rainbow trout 
Bass

12 in                   
12 in                                       

None

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
2 fish 
None

Artificial Lures 
Only A

Landlocked Salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout 
Bass

16 in 
12 in 
16 in 

None

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 1 
fish  

None
General Law Landlocked salmon 

Brook trout, brown trout, 
rainbow trout 
Bass

12 in 
12 in 

None

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 2 
fish 
None

Artificial Lures 
Only

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout 
Bass

16 in 
12 in 
16 in 

None

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout:
1 fish 

None
General Law Landlocked salmon 

Brook trout, brown trout, 
rainbow trout

12 in 
12 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
2 fish

Artificial Lures 
only A

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout

16 in 
12 in 
16 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
1 fish

General Law Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout, brown trout, 
rainbow trout

12 in 
12 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
2 fish

Artificial Lures 
Only

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout

16 in 
12 in 
16 in

Total daily bag limit on
landlocked salom and trout:
1 fish

General Law Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout, brown trout, 
rainbow trout

12 in 
12 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
2 fish

Artificial Lures 
Only

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout

16 in 
12 in 
16 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
1 fish

Single Hooked 
Artificial Lures 
Only

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout

16 in 
12 in 
16 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
1 fish

Single Hooked 
Artificial Lures 
Only 
------------------
General Law

Landlocked salmon 
Brook trout 
Brown trout, rainbow 
trout

16 in 
12 in 
16 in

Total daily bag limit on 
landlocked salmon and trout: 
1 fish

...trout: 12 inches. Daily bag limit on landlocked salmon and trout: 2 fish.
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WATERS IN INDIAN TERRITORY

As a result of the Maine Indian Claim Settlement Act of 1980, the Maine Indian 
Tribal State Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over fishing on any pond of 
greater than 10 acres with 50% or more of shoreline within Indian  
(Passamaquoddy or Penobscot) territory and any section of a river, brook or 
stream both sides of which are in Indian territory or one side of which is in Indian 
territory for a continuous length of 1/2 mile or more. The Commission has  
adopted rules which affect the following waters within Indian Territory. Waters 
subject to special provisions are so indicated. Any season, method, bag or size 
limits not modified in this section fall under General Law provisions (page 5).

ICE FISHING

PASSAMAQUODDY TERRITORY – Lakes and Ponds

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Lowelltown.  Big Indian Pond, Clear Pond, Elaine Pond, Little Indian Pond, 
Trout Pond, and Twin Island Pond: Closed to ice fishing.
HANCOCK COUNTY
T3 ND.  Side Pistol Lake: Closed to ice fishing. Lower Pistol Lake: Open to ice 
fishing for all fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily bag limit on bass: 2 fish. 
Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
T4 ND.  Kilman (Selmore) Pond, Middle Pistol Lake, and Upper Pistol Lake: 
Closed to ice fishing. Middle Chain Lake and Upper Chain Lake: Open to ice 
fishing for all fish except landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and bass from the time 
ice forms in the fall until December 31. Open to ice fishing for all fish from  
January 1 - March 31. Daily bag limit on bass: 2 fish. Daily bag limit on brook 
trout: 5 fish.
PENOBSCOT COUNTY
T5 R1 NBPP.  Mill Privilege Lake: Open to ice fishing for all fish except 
landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and bass from the time ice forms in the fall until 
December 31. Open to ice fishing for all fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily 
bag limit on bass: 2 fish. Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
SOMERSET COUNTY
Holeb Twp.  (Big) Fish Pond, Little Fish Pond, and Grassy Pond: Closed to ice 
fishing.
Prentiss Twp. Cape Horn Pond, Duncan Pond, Hall Pond, and Lower Welman 
Pond: Closed to ice fishing. Duncan Pond and an unnamed inlet stream from 
Hall Pond: Closed to smelting in every even-numbered year. The daily bag limit 
on smelts is 1 quart.
WASHINGTON COUNTY
T5 ND BPP.  Lower Chain Lake: Open to ice fishing for all fish except 
landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and bass from the time ice forms in the fall until 
December 31. Open to ice fishing for all fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily 
bag limit on bass: 2 fish.  Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish. Sysladobsis Lake 
(Lower): Open to ice fishing for all fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily bag 
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limit on bass: 2 fish. Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.

T19 MD BPP.  Grassy Pond: Open to ice fishing for all fish except landlocked 
salmon, trout, togue, and bass from the time ice forms in the fall until 
December 31. Open to ice fishing for all fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily 
bag limit on bass: 2 fish. Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.

PENOBSCOT TERRITORY – Lakes and Ponds

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Alder Stream Twp.  Round Mountain Pond: Closed to ice fishing. Snow Mountain 
Pond and Blanchard Pond are regulated by the Penobscot Nation and are closed 
to ice fishing.
PENOBSCOT COUNTY
T2 & 3 R9 NWP.  East Branch Lake: Open to ice fishing from January 1 - March 
31, Daily bag limit on bass: 1 fish; minimum length limit on bass is 10 inches.  
All bass between 16 and 20 inches must be released alive at once. Daily bag limit 
on brook trout: 5 fish. Big Mattamiscontis Lake and Little Mattamiscontis Lake: 
Open to ice fishing for all fish except landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and bass 
from the time ice forms in the fall until December 31. Open to ice fishing for all 
fish from January 1 - March 31. Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
T6 R8 WELS.  Mountain Catcher Pond: Closed to ice fishing. First Lake 
Mattagamon: Open to ice fishing from January 1 - March 31. S-17, S-26. 

RIVERS, BROOKS, AND STREAMS

All rivers, brooks and streams in Indian Territory are closed to ice fishing,  
including those:
•	 in the townships listed above in Passamaquoddy Territory and Penobscot  

Territory;
•	 located in Passamaquoddy Territory in Penobscot County (T3R9 NWP and 

TAR7 WELS) and in Somerset County (Alder Brook, Pittston Academy,  
Soldiertown, and Hammond Townships); and

•	 located in Penobscot Territory in Penobscot County (Argyle and T3R1 NBPP) 
and in Piscataquis County (Williamsburg).

OPEN WATER FISHING

PASSAMAQUODDY TERRITORY

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Lowelltown Twp.  Clear, Elaine, Big Indian, Little Indian, Trout, and Twin Island 
Ponds:  Daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 10 inches.
Rivers, brooks and streams:  General Law Provisions apply (page 5).
HANCOCK COUNTY
T3 ND.  Lower and Side Pistol Lakes: Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
T4 ND.  Kilman (Selmore) Pond: Daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish.  Middle 
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& Upper Chain Lakes, Middle & Upper Pistol Lakes:  Daily bag limit on brook 
trout:  5 fish.
Sections of rivers, brooks and streams in Indian Territory in T3 and T4ND:  
General Law provisions apply (page 5).
PENOBSCOT COUNTY
T5R1 NBPP.  Mill Privilege Lake:  Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
Sections of all rivers, brooks and streams in Indian Territory in T5 R1 NBPP, 
T3R9 NWP, and TAR7 WELS: General law Provisions apply (page 5).
SOMERSET COUNTY
Hammond Twp.  Section of South Branch Penobscot River in Indian Territory:  
April 1 - August 15: daily bag limit on trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 6 
inches (only 1 may exceed 12 inches). From August 16 - September 30: S-6; daily 
bag limit on trout: 1 fish; minimum length: 6 inches.
Holeb Twp.  (Big) Fish Pond and thoroughfare/tributary upstream to Little Fish 
Pond and Grassy Pond:  S-5; daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish; minimum 
length limit: 14 inches. (Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife rules 
prohibit use of motors greater than 10 horsepower).  Little Fish & Grassy Ponds:  
Daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit:  10 inches.
Prentiss Twp.  Cape Horn Pond:  S-5; Daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish; 
minimum length limit: 10 inches.  Mary Petuche Pond:  Subject to Tribal 
regulation and will be posted.  Duncan Pond:  S-6; Daily bag limit on brook 
trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 10 inches. Duncan Pond and unnamed inlet 
stream from Hall Pond will be closed to smelting in 2002 and every even year 
thereafter. The daily bag limit on smelts is 1 quart.  Hall Pond:  S-5; Daily bag 
limit on brook trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 10 inches.  Lower 
Welman Pond: S-6; daily bag limit on brook trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 
10 inches.  South Branch, Penobscot River: April 1 - August 15: daily bag limit 
on trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 6 inches (only 1 may exceed 12 inches). 
From August 16 - September 30: S-6; daily bag limit on trout: 1 fish; minimum 
length: 6 inches.
Sections of all other rivers, brooks and streams in Indian Territory in the above 
Somerset County Townships, as well as in Alder Brook, Pittston Academy, 
Soldiertown, and Hammond Townships: General Law provisions apply  (page 5).
WASHINGTON COUNTY
T5 NDBPP.  Lower Chain & Sysladobsis (Lower) Lakes:  Daily bag limit on 
brook trout: 5 fish.
T19 MDBPP.  Grassy Pond:  Daily bag limit on brook trout: 5 fish.
Sections of brooks and streams in Indian Territory in T5 NDBPP and T19 
MDBPP.  General Law Provisions apply (page 4).

PENOBSCOT TERRITORY

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Alder Stream Twp.  Round Mountain Pond:  Opens May 1. S-5; Daily bag limit 
on trout: 2 fish; minimum length limit: 10 inches.  Alder Stream:  From 
confluence of Alder & Little Alder Streams downstream to Penobscot Territory 
boundary lines: April 1 - August 15: Anglers age 15 and under may use 
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single-pointed artificial lures; S-5 for anglers age 16 and older. August 16 - 
September 30: S-5.  Rest of Alder & Little Alder Streams & tributaries in Indian 
Territory: S-5.  North Branch Dead River:  S-5.
PENOBSCOT COUNTY
Argyle Township - Sections of Birch, East Branch Birch, and Hemlock Streams in 
Indian Territory: General Law Provisions apply (page 5).
T3R1 NBPP - Section of East Branch Passadumkeag River in Indian Territory: 
General Law Provisions apply (page 5).
T2 and T3R9 NWP.  East Branch Lake:  Daily bag limit on bass: 1 fish.  All 
bass between 16 and 20 inches must be released alive at once. Daily bag limit 
on brook trout: 5 fish. Mattamiscontis & Little Mattamiscontis Lakes:  Daily bag 
limit on brook trout: 5 fish. Sections of East Branch Seboeis, Mattamiscontis, and 
Sam Ayers Streams and Johnny Ayers, Mountain and Squirrel Brooks in Indian 
Territory:  General Law Provisions apply (page 5).
T6R8 WELS.  First Lake Matagamon: S-17, S-26.  Mountain Catcher Pond:  
Daily bag limit on trout: 2 fish, minimum length limit on brook trout: 10 inches.  
Section of Mountain Catcher Stream in Indian Territory:  General Law Provisions 
apply (page 5).
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY
Williamsburg Twp.  Sections of Merrill, Roaring, Stinking, and Whetstone Brooks 
and West Branch Pleasant River in Indian Territory:  General Law 
Provisions apply (page 5).

WATERS REGULATED BY TRIBES

Any pond of 10 acres or less is regulated by the Tribe in whose territory the pond 
is located.  Contact appropriate Tribal Headquarters for further regulations on 
such waters. The Tribes also regulate sustenance fishing by tribal members on 
inland waters within their reservations.

The following regulations apply to waters regulated by the Penobscot Nation in 
Alder Stream
Township in Franklin County - Blanchard and Snow Mountain Ponds: S-5; no 
motors allowed.

The Passamaquoddy Tribe may require a permit for access to its waters within its 
reservation at Indian Township in Washington County including Big Lake, Grand 
Falls Flowage, Lewy Lake, Long Lake, Georgie Brook, Berry Brook and Tomah 
Stream.

Anyone wishing to fish in Indian Territory should contact one of the following:

Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission: 	(207-622-4815)
PO Box 87 			 
Hallowell, ME 04347.  
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Penobscot Nation:  (207- 827-7776)
Department of Natural Resources	
12 Wabanaki Way
 Indian Island, ME 04468.  

Passamaquoddy Warden Service:   
Indian Township:	 (207-796-2677 or 800-894-2677)
PO Box 446 
Princeton, ME 04668. 
or 
Pleasant Point:  	(207-853-2551)
PO Box 343 
Perry, ME 04667.  

BOUNDARY WATERS BETWEEN MAINE AND NEW BRUNSWICK

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS ON BOUNDARY WATERS:
Either a Maine or New Brunswick License will be honored while fishing on the 
main body of the waters listed below, or on boundary river waters, including the 
main stem of the St. Croix River.  Fishing on these waters in any area or cove 
where jurisdiction can be determined by a straight line drawn between two points 
of land, or fishing while positioned on shore or tied up to shore requires the ap-
propriate agency license.

ICE FISHING

WATERS AFFECTED BY THIS SECTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
In Aroostook County
Glazier Lake (1)
North Lake, The Thoroughfare between North Lake and East Grand Lake, and 
East Grand Lake (2)
St. John River, from the International Bridge in Van Buren downstream to Maine/
New Brunswick border at the easternmost border of the Town of Hamlin.(4)
In Washington County
Mud Lake, East Grand Lake (2)
Spednic Lake (3)
Grand Falls Flowage east of a line between red markers on McAlister Point and 
Abbot’s Point, and St. Croix River Flowage (Woodland Flowage)

THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS APPLY ON ABOVE WATERS:
Open Season:  January 1 - March 31.
Daily bag limits
•	 On landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and black bass:  three fish in the aggregate 

not to include more than 2 landlocked salmon, 2 togue;
•	 On whitefish - eight (8), no size or weight limit; 
•	 On smelts - two-hundred (200), no size or weight limit;
•	 All other species (except Atlantic sea run salmon) - NO limits.
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Minimum length limits
•	 Landlocked salmon:  	14 inches (35 cm)
•	 Black bass:  10 inches (25 cm)
•	 Togue:  18 inches (45 cm)
•	 Trout:  6 inches (15 cm)
Equipment:  On all waters open to ice fishing - five (5) lines per person.
Bait:  Use or possession of spiny-finned fish as bait is prohibited.
Legal hours:  From 1/2 hour before sunrise until 1/2 hour after sunset. (No night 
fishing.)
Exceptions:
1)	 Glazier Lake is open to the taking of cusk in the nighttime with 5 lines.
2)	 East Grand Lake:  Daily bag limit on landlocked salmon, trout, togue, and 

bass: 5 fish in the aggregate, not to include more than 2 landlocked  salmon, 1 
togue, 1 bass, and all 5 may be brook trout. S-28.

3)	 Spednic Lake:  Closed to the taking of bass; S-28.
4) St. John River, Van Buren to Hamlin:  Total weight of landlocked salmon, 

trout, togue, and black bass is not to exceed 7½ pounds (3.5 kg).   

OPEN WATER FISHING

WATERS AFFECTED BY THIS SECTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
In Aroostook County - St. Francis River, Glazier Lake, St. John River 
(downstream from the confluence with the St. Francis River), Monument Brook, 
North Lake, The Thoroughfare between North Lake and East Grand Lake, and 
East Grand Lake.
In Washington County - East Grand Lake, Mud Lake, St. Croix River, Spednic 
Lake, Woodland Flowage, Grand Falls Flowage east of a line between red 
markers on the St. Croix River below Vanceboro from McAllister’s Point and 
Abbott’s Point, and St. Croix River Flowage.

THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS APPLY ON ABOVE WATERS:
Open Season:  April 15 through September 30.
Equipment:  Not more than 1 line per person. 
Daily Bag Limits: 
•	 On landlocked salmon, trout and togue (lake trout): Five (5) fish, not to include 

more than 2 landlocked salmon and 2 togue (lake trout), all 5 may be trout. 
Total weight of these fish not to exceed 7-1/2 pounds (3.5 kg.). 

•	 On black bass: April 15 – June 30: 1 fish; July 1-September 30: 3 fish. 
•	 On smelts: 200 
•	 On whitefish: 8 fish
•	 All other species (except Atlantic salmon): NO LIMITS.
Minimum Length Limits: 
•	 Landlocked salmon:  	14 inches (35 cm)
•	 Black bass:  10 inches (25 cm)
•	 Togue:  18 inches (45 cm)
•	 Trout:  6 inches (15 cm)
Bait:  Use or possession of spiny-finned fish for bait is prohibited.
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Legal Hours:  From two hours before sunrise to two hours after sunset. Legal 
fishing hours and open season herein do not apply to the taking of smelts from 
waters or portions thereof naturally free of ice.
Exceptions:
•	 St. Croix River from Milltown Dam to the Unionville bridge line (located at the 

end of Todd St. in Calais): S-5.
•	 St. Croix River, from Grand Falls Dam down to Milltown Bridge, including the 

Woodland Flowage: Remains open to fishing through October. From October 1 
- October 31: artificial lures only; all fish caught must be released alive at once.

•	 Spednic Lake and the St. Croix River from Mud Lake to Spednic Lake: Closed 
to the taking of bass.

•	 East Grand and Spednic Lakes: S-2, S-3, S-28.
•	 East Grand: Daily bag limit on landlocked salmon, trout, and togue: 5 fish in 

the aggregate, not to include more than 2 landlocked salmon, 1 togue, and all 
5 may be brook trout. Daily limit on white perch: 25 fish.  The 7 1/2 pound 
weight limit does not apply. 

•	 North Lake, Orient: S-2, S-3.
•	 Woodland Flowage, Baileyville: S-28. Remains open to fishing through  

October. From October 1 - October 31: artificial lures only; all fish caught must 
be released alive at once.

BORDER WATERS BETWEEN MAINE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS ON BORDER WATERS:
Fishing licenses issued to any person by either this State or New Hampshire shall 
be recognized when used on any lake or pond which is partly in both States of 
Maine and New Hampshire.

WATERS AFFECTED BY THIS SECTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
In Oxford County 
• Umbagog Lake, Upton, Maine; Errol/Cambridge, New Hampshire (waters of 

Umbagog Lake include the waters of the Androscoggin River upstream of the 
Errol Dam, the waters of the Magalloway River within the State of New  
Hampshire, and the waters of the Rapid River upstream to the marker at Cedar 
Stump in the State of Maine).

In York County 
• 	Great East Lake, Acton, Maine; Wakefield, New Hampshire.
• 	Salmon Falls River, Acton, Lebanon, Berwick and South Berwick, Maine; 

Milton, Rochester, Somersworth and Rollinsford, New Hampshire.  Included is 
the upper reach of the Salmon Falls River beginning at the outlet dam of Great 
East Lake, also known as the State Line Canal, to a point downstream marked 
by signage delineating the northern terminus of Horn Pond.

• 	Province Lake, Parsonfield, Maine; Effingham,/Wakefield, New Hampshire.
• 	Balch and Stump Ponds, Acton, Maine; Wakefield, New Hampshire.
• 	Horn Pond, Acton, Maine; Wakefield, New Hampshire. Signs posted at the 

downstream extent of the Great East Dam Outlet Canal denotes the boundary 
between Horn Pond and the Salmon Falls River.
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• 	Milton Watershed, Lebanon, Maine; Milton, New Hampshire-Milton  
Watershed includes all of the Milton Three Ponds-Northeast Pond, Milton 
Pond, Townhouse Pond (beginning at the dam in Milton to the influx of the 
Branch River and the Salmon Falls River).

• 	Lower Kimball Pond, Fryeburg, Maine; Chatham, New Hampshire.
• 	Spaulding Pond, Lebanon, Maine; Milton, New Hampshire.

Daily Bag Limits:
•	 Landlocked salmon.......No landlocked salmon through the ice, 2 fish open 

                                       water fishing.
•	 Trout, and togue............5 fish, but no more than 2 landlocked salmon, 2 togue, 		

                                       2 rainbow trout, 2 brown trout, or 2 brook trout.
•	 Pickerel..........................5 fish.
•	 Bass...............................October 1 – June 20: 1 fish; June 21-Sept. 30: 3 fish 		

                                       (only 1 may exceed 14 inches).
•	 Smelt..............................2 quarts by hook and line only (Exception: Lower 

                                       Kimball Pond).
•	 All other species............No bag limits.
Any legal fish, except bait fish and smelts, taken from the waters shall be  
immediately released alive into the waters from which it was taken or shall be 
killed at once and become part of the daily bag limit.
Minimum Length Limits:
• 	Salmon......................................14 inches.
•	 Togue........................................18 inches (Exception: Great East Lake).
• 	Brook trout...............................6 inches (Exception: Umbagog Lake).
•	 Brown and Rainbow trout........10 inches in lakes and ponds — 6 inches in 

                                                  rivers and streams.
• 	Bass..........................................12 inches.
• All Other Species.......................No length or weight limits.
No dead or living pickerel, goldfish, yellow perch, white perch, bass, sunfish, 
crappie, horned pout (bullhead), carp, or any spiny finned fish shall be taken, 
sold, or possessed for use as bait for fishing in New Hampshire-Maine interstate 
waters.

ICE FISHING

GENERAL INTERSTATE ICE FISHING RULES:
•	 Open to ice fishing:  January 1 - March 31:  All species except landlocked 

salmon (Exception: Salmon Falls River).
•	 No landlocked salmon through the ice.
•	 No cusk fishing.
•	 No more than 5 lines are permitted at any one time while ice fishing 
	 (EXCEPTION: Great East Lake).

EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL INTERSTATE ICE FISHING RULES:
Umbagog Lake:  Closed to ice fishing is that portion of the lake north of a straight 
line from a red marker set on a point between Spillman and Glassby Coves on the 
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east shore in Maine, and a red marker set at Molls Rock, so-called, on the west 
shore in New Hampshire.  S-18
Great East Lake:  Restricted to two lines per person. Minimum length limit on 
togue: 16 inches.  Tributaries closed to the taking of smelts.
Lower Kimball Pond:  Smelt dipping is allowed between sunset and 10:00 p.m. 
with nets not over 18 inches in diameter.
Salmon Falls River:  Closed to ice fishing.

OPEN WATER FISHING

GENERAL INTERSTATE OPEN WATER FISHING RULES:
•	 Open to open water fishing:
	 April 1 - September 30, open to the taking of all species.
	 October 1 - November 30, lakes and ponds are open to fishing; all trout,  

landlocked salmon, togue, and bass must be released alive at once.
	 December 1 - December 31, no fishing in any waters, except Salmon Falls 

River	
•	 No more than 2 lines are permitted at any one time.

GEAR RESTRICTIONS:  
April 1 - June 20, bass may be taken only with artificial lures and flies.

EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL INTERSTATE OPEN WATER 
FISHING RULES:
Umbagog Lake:  Open water fishing season and bag limits: S-18.
Great East Lake:  Open water fishing season and bag limits: see Border Rules. 
Minimum length limits: Togue - 16 inches; salmon - 14 inches; brook trout - 6 
inches; brown trout and rainbow trout - 10 inches; bass - 12 inches; all other 
species - no length or weight limits. Tributaries closed to the taking of smelts.
Lower Kimball Pond:  No exceptions to the border rules, except smelt dipping 
is allowed between sunset and 12:00 Midnight with nets not over 18 inches in 
diameter.
Salmon Falls River: Tidewater upstream to Great East Lake Dam (excluding all 
ponds and lakes on the river): Open to open water fishing from January 1 - 
December 31.

Poachers are thieves....help us catch them!
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Warning about eating freshwater fish
Mercury in Maine freshwater fish may harm the babies of pregnant and nursing mothers, 
and young children.

Warning: Some Maine waters are polluted, requiring additional limits to eating fish.
Fish caught in some Maine waters have high levels of PCBs, Dioxins or DDT in them. 
These chemicals can cause cancer and other health effects.  The Bureau of Health  
recommends additional fish consumption limits on the waters listed below.  Remember 
to check the mercury guidelines.  If the water you are fishing is listed below, check the 
mercury guideline above and follow the most limiting guidelines.

SAFE EATING GUIDELINES
Androscoggin River Gilead to Merrymeeting Bay:............................ 6-12 fish meals a year.
Dennys River Meddybemps Lake to Dead Stream:...........................1-2 fish meals a month.
Green Pond, Chapman Pit, & Greenlaw Brook(Limestone):................................................. 	
........Do not eat any fish from these waters.
Little Madawaska River & tributaries(Madwaska Dam to Grimes Mill Road):................. ...	
........Do not eat any fish from these waters.
Kennebec River Augusta to the Chops:..................Do not eat any fish from these waters.
Shawmut Dam in Fairfield to Augusta:........... 5 trout meals a year, 1-2 bass meals a month.
Madison to Fairfield:..........................................................................1-2 fish meals a month.
Meduxnekeag River:.............................................................................2 fish meals a month.
North Branch Presque Isle River..........................................................2 fish meals a month.
Penobscot River below Lincoln:........................................................1-2 fish meals a month.
Prestile Stream:.......................................................................................1 fish meal a month.
Red Brook in Scarborough:......................................................................6 fish meals a year.
Salmon Falls River below Berwick:................................................... 6-12 fish meals a year.
Sebasticook River (East Branch, West Branch & Main Stem)(Corinna/Hartland to  
Winslow):..............................................................................................2 fish meals a month.

•	 All other adults and children older 
than 8 CAN EAT 2 freshwater fish 
meals per month.  For brook trout 
and landlocked salmon, the limit 
is 1 meal per week.

•	 Pregnant and nursing women, women who may 
get pregnant, and children under age 8 SHOULD 
NOT EAT ANY freshwater fish from Maine’s 
inland waters.  Except for brook trout and  
landlocked salmon, 1 meal per month is safe.

Atlantic Salmon Parr - Parr have 8 to 11 pig-
mented bars of “parr marks” along each side of 
their body, alternating with a single row of red 
spots along the lateral line.

Eastern Brook Trout - Brook trou can be distin-
guished from other members of the trout family 
by the dark, wavy, worm-like line on their back 
and the white leading edges on their fins and tail.

Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR)
It is unlawful to angle for, take, or possess anadromous Atlantic salmon from all Maine 
waters (including all coastal waters), unless otherwise permitted by DMR. If an Atlantic 
salmon is incidentally hooked it should not be removed from the water, and it should be 
released immediately.

Under special circumstances DMR may conduct experimental catch and release fishing 
seasons for Atlantic salmon at specific locations.  For information pertaining to experi-
mental fishing seasons, or for more information on DMR, please refer to our website: 
http://www.maine.gov/dmr, or call the DMR Augusta office at (207) 287-9972
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IDENTIFICATION OF LANDLOCKED SALMON AND BROWN TROUT
The more obvious difference between landlocked salmon and brown trout may be found in the 
head and tail areas. Knowing them may help the angler release a fish more quickly when certain 
creel and size restrictions apply. On landlocked salmon, the vomerine teeth are small and 
arranged in a single row along the vomerine shaft, few to none on vomerine head. On brown 
trout, the vomerine teeth are well-developed on both vomerine head and shaft, arranged in a 
zig-zag row on shaft. On landlocked salmon, the caudal fin may be slightly forked and on the 
brown trout, the caudal fin is square and unforked.

BROWN TROUT	 LANDLOCKED SALMON
inside upper jaw	 inside upper jaw

vomerine head
vomerine shaft
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Lifetime Licenses
Pass on a Maine tradition ...

and a gift that will last a lifetime.
Your investment in a lifetime license for yourself or as a gift, will 
allow the bearer to fish, trap, and/or hunt for their lifetime, 
regardless of where they will live in the future. The revenues 
generated by the sale of these licenses will be deposited in a 
special trust fund that will provide long-term financial support for 
Maine’s fish and wildlife.

Cost of the License for Residents:
						       	                     Combination
Age Group	 Fishing	 Hunting	 Archery	 Trapping	 of any two*	 of any three*
5 years & under	 $150	 $150	 $150	 $150	 $250	 $400
6 - 15 years	 $300	 $300	 $300	 $300	 $500	 $800
65 years of age	 $50	 $50	 $50	 $50	 $80	 $110
66 years of age	 $40	 $40	 $40	 $40	 $64	 $94
67 years of age	 $30	 $30	 $30	 $30	 $48	 $78
68 years of age	 $20	 $20	 $20	 $20	 $32	 $52
69 years of age	 $10	 $10	 $10	 $10	 $16	 $26

* hunting, fishing, archery

Applicants 70 years of age: 

For a one-time fee of $8, a senior lifetime license entitles the holder 
to hunting, trapping, archery, and fishing privileges, including bear, 
muzzleload, crossbow, migratory waterfowl, pheasant, spring and 
fall turkey, coyote night hunt, and one expanded archery antlerless 
deer permit. (Does not include any-deer or moose permits).

Cost of the License for Nonresidents: (only for youth)

				             	             Combination
Age Group	 Fishing	 Hunting	 Archery	 Trapping	 of any two*	 of any three*
5 years & under	 $450	 $450	 $450	 $450	 $750	 $1,200
6 - 15 years	 $900	 $900	 $900	 $900	 $1,500	 $2,400

* hunting, fishing, archery

Maine prides itself on our rich outdoor heritage.

For more information about the Lifetime License Program please 
call (207) 287-8000.
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 LOONS & LEAD DON’T MIX
Lead tackle is deadly to waterbirds!

YOU CAN:
Use steel, tin, bismuth or plastic instead. Ask local tackle 
shops to stock alternatives.
Properly dispose of old lead sinkers & jigs.

Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife

Maine Audubon Society
207-781-2330

Lead sinkers and jigs cause fatal lead poisoning in 
loons and other waterfowl. Lead ingestion is the #1 
killer of loons in Maine, but any waterbird can die 
from swallowing just one lead sinker or jig!

Ask First
Most outdoor recreation in Maine takes place on private property

through the generosity of the landowner.
Only by respecting landowners and their property

can we be sure we will have land available in the future
for the various forms of outdoor recreation we enjoy.

If you know you are welcome to use someone’s land, don’t abuse the privilege.
If you don’t know whether you are welcome find out.

If the land is posted or you know you are not welcome, find another location.

ALWAYS SEEK PERMISSION
before engaging in any form of outdoor recreation on property

which belongs to someone else.
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TIPS FOR CATCHING AND RELEASING FISH
By carefully following these simple instructions, you can release your fish 
unharmed. If you enjoyed catching your fish, so will the next angler!

1.	Time is of the essence. Play and release the fish as quickly and 
carefully as possible. An exhausted fish may be too weak to recover.

2.	IMPORTANT: Keep the fish in the water if it is not going to be part 
of your daily bag limit. A fish out of water is not only suffocating, but 
may be subject to a “quick freeze.”

3.	Be gentle. Keep your fingers away from the gills. Don’t squeeze the 
fish.

4.	Remove the hook with small pliers or a similar type tool .
	 If the hook is deeply embedded or in a sensitive area such as the gills 

or stomach, cut the leader close to the snout. Make an effort to use 
regular steel (bronzed) hooks to promote early disintegration. Do not 
use stainless or gold-plated hooks.

5. To revive a fish once it is back in the water, hold it in a swimming 
position in the water until it is able to swim away.

6. Togue (lake trout) often have expanded air bladders after being pulled 
up rapidly from deep water. If the belly appears expanded, release the 
fish from the hook first, then gently press your thumb along the stomach 
near the paired belly fins and move it forward a few times to remove air 
from the bladder. Finally, proceed to revive and free the fish.

PREPARING FOR A CATCH-PHOTOGRAPH-AND-RELEASE CARVING 

Plan ahead! Keep a soft tape measure and camera in your fishing gear. Take a few 
pictures of the fish to help record distinguishing characteristics and color. Measure the 
fish’s length (from the center of the tail to the snout) all while handling the fish out of 
water as little as possible. Then follow the Tips for Catching and Releasing Fish-
above.

The information is all that a carver needs to make a replica of the catch you made and 
the fish is available to be caught by another lucky angler.
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